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CHAPTER  L 


FRUITLESS  EFFORTS  AT  ANNEXATION. 

The  final  result  of  the  sectional  quarrel  proved  that  the 
south,  BO  far  as  the  slavery  question  was  concerned,  was 
not  entitled  to  boast  of  the  great  statesmanlike  enperioi-ity 
which  it  is  wont  to  be  credited  with,  at  that  time,  even  in 
the  north,  and  which  is  considered  an  incontrovertible 
fact.  The  slavooracy  knew  how  to  win,  but  every  victory 
impelled  it,  M'ith  increased  force,  towards  its  destruction. 
Its  policy  was,  therefore,  in  the  Itighest  degree,  iinstates- 
manlike.  What  it  considered  political  wisdom  was  only 
tactical  mastery.  Its  judgment  in  respect  to  the  means 
with  which  it  pursued  its  suicidal  ends,  suffered  from  this 
dangerous  confusion.  What  had  once  rendered  it  good 
service,  it  ever  afterwards  emploj-ed  and  in  still  greater 
measure, without  any  regard  for  the  fact  that,  by  its  doing 
so,  it  most  effectually  revealed  the  untruthfulness  of  its 
whole  game.  Many  who  two  years  ago  had  still  believed, 
in  honest  self-deception,  in  "finality,"  now  had  their  eyes 
opened,  by  the  very  fact  that  Douglas  again  bore  the  ban- 
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ner  of  peace  before  the  Btormtng  columns  of  tlic  elavocroa^. 
What  lint  a  itluirt  time  since  Iiad  been  an  itliislon  now 
appeAreil  a  cinmsy  pitrall.  Tliat  a  one-sided  conclnslon 
of  peace  was  an  atiitnrdity,  needed  no  jimof.  War  to  the 
Inst,  viLh  all  legal  means,  waa  the  watcliu-ord  of  tlte 
defeated.  Hence  the  victors  could  not  give  peace  to  tbe 
conntry,  even  if  they  had  wished  to  do  eo.  The  only 
question  now  was  whether  they  wonld  pndeavor  to  f«ll 
back  on  tlie  defensive,  that  ie  confine  themselves  to  the 
maintenance  of  what  they  liad  achieved,  or  whether  tlioy 
intended  to  continue  to  act  on  the  apgrcssive,  for  it  has 
already  hnen  shown  that  the  natnra  of  the  cimtest  of  the 
slavocracy  made  a  Btjindstill  impoAsihle. 

In  the  dehiLtus  on  the  Kanstta^Xuhmska  hill,  it  was  re- 
peatedly Euid  hy  di5tingni»1ied  representatires  of  the  south, 
chat  they  vere  not  bo  fuotish  as  to  expect  that  [vansas 
could  lieoume  a  slave  state.  It  wonld  not  be  warranted 
Co  draw  frum  tha  subsequent  liidlory  of  the  Kiinsns  qao6- 
tion,  the  conclusion  that  tliis  conld  not  hare  been  the  trno 
opinion  of  these  gentlemen.  Still  wore  unwarmntod 
would  b«  tlic  other  conclusion,  that  all  tbey  cared  abont 
was  to  see  their  constitutional  doctrine  in  rell-renco  to  Urn 
terriloriee  recognized,  although  tbey  onticiijoted  no  renl 
advantage  therefrom.  The  more  probable  it  was  to  them 
that  "the  great  principle"  of  the  bill  would  prove  fruiu 
!««>  here,  tlie  more  certain  wha  it  that  the  tiiriiinjir  of  it  to 
practical  account,  in  other  placeK,  was  intended,  it  was 
not  the  "  fanatics  '*  of  the  nortli  alone  who  entertafnod 
this  suApiciou.  .  The  charge  wn^  made  in  the  most  precise 
fiinu  by  a  man  who  must  have  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  political  instineta,  the  tactical  melliitds  and  tbe 
oUtmate  wishes  of  Iho  Blavocrucy,  aince  he  bad  been  for 
more  than  three  decades,  one  of  its  most  diMiii;riiished 
loaders.    On  lb«  IDth  of  May,  a  few  days  butora  tlio 
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Knosae  bill  becnnie  n  law,  Benton  declared  in  the  liotise 
of  rbpresentatives,  thnt  tlial  bill  wafi  only  the  iiitiixliiction 
to  far-reacbing  projects.  *  And  he  thereby  intended  not 
only  to  express  a  fear  but  to  stale  a  fact  Kor  some  time 
[he  perioiUcal  fever  of  annexation  had  i'nge<l  so  violently 
tlMit  the  press  devoted  space  enough  to  it  to  escite  the 
Attention  of  the  whole  people.  The  epidemic  had  nlii-ndy 
extended  fc  tar  tlint  le«<i>  nli^ervnnt  men  tlinn  B<-ritoii  hiid 
recognized  tlint  tiiere  vm  n  caiuni  o«jQ»ectioi)  between  it 
and  tbe  KnniuLa  bill,  and  that  there  vem  method  in  the 
madness  of  those  whom  the  fe^er  had  nttncked.  Another 
thing  eertaia  was,  ilmt  there  were  tvro  tVci  of  the  disease, 
one  in  oflieia]  and  one  in  non-otticial  circles;  of  the  rela- 
Cioti  of  the  two  to  one  another,  however,  nothing  detinite 
coold  at  the  time  be  suid, 

A  proclanialion  of  the  preaident  of  January  18.  1^54, 
had  informed  tJie  people  that  an  expedition  against 
Meicioo  had  been  fitted  out  in  California,  and  that  other 
expeditions,  with  the  wune  ille^il  ubftfcl  in  view,  were 
to  be  fitted  qui  in  the  United  Stuiee.*  In  what  oilier 
states  attacks  on  Mexico  were  projected,  and  what  tiieir 
presninptivc  object  waa,  was  not  wiid.  The  president  con- 
Hned  himself  to  waruiog  all  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  against  snch  undertakings  and  threaten- 
ing thu  guilty  with  all  the  severity  of  the  laws.  The 
annual  mossagc  of  December  4,  1S54,  Iniidod  the  organs 
of  govornmoat  for  the  energy-  with  which  they  hud  pre- 
vented the  violation  of  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States  to  friendly  powers;  only  two  expeditions  of  which 


'  "  .  .  .  lliii  N«brsskn  bill  Is  only  nn  ^oleriog  wmIc«  to  fbtura 
•af'tliriitt— a  tliin(;inaB«r*cliir<'(lfor«parliciil«-ptirpo9&— aatepplDg 
Minae  to  o  gruiid  nifi-nneni  wtiicb  U  to  develop  Uiwlf  in  UiU  coualiy 
of  our*."    VongT.  Glolio.  lit  8m>-.  S3*1  Congr.,  p.  123S. 

*  StAtceuian's  Man^  III.,  p.  2048.  * 
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um  bad  been  tarored,  lu  llie  Iteglnniiig,  by  the  iniRlod 
KexicAn  gorarninoat  iti^if,  hud  eseapcd  thoir  v)i»ikuoe.> 

Wb«  this  really  a  success  which  placed  the  actfrlty  and 
fmorgy  of  tho  oi^^ana  of  government  iu  a  brilliant  lif^ht 
or  did  Uie  consclonsneeeof  ^uilt  seek  to  hide  iUelf  bcbiod 
thU  iKtId  «elf-praieot  In  tho  former  cam  the  spirit  of 
filiUutcrism  most  have  l>ven  very  nctive,'  and  muet  have 
inflaeticod  iarf;e  cirolca  of  tlic  pojiulation,  and  in  the  luttor, 
it  was  a  qncetioii  whether  the  adtnini»tratiun  aboulil  he 
iKcuscd  onljr  of  wcakDeee,  or  whether  it  had  not  done  its 
duty,  because  it  too  craved  for  the  iuheritanee  of  Ita  tick 
neighbur. 

Scari-elj  had  Pierce  moved  Into  the  Wliite  Honse, 
when  the  Washington  oorrespoiident  of  the  Democratic 
Journal  t\f  Commi^me  wrote  that  tho  teet  of  tho  sirengtii 
of  the  adminiKtratiun  would  be  Jt«  capacity  to  prewrve 
pvACc.  Tho  New  York  Tribune  greeted  this  annoiino»- 
ment  with  ecora,  but  at  tho  same  time  eaid  that  no 
one  was  Eo  fooheh  as  to  hcliore  tliat  tbo  X)eiiii>crats 
ttioa°:ht  of  fnlHIting  the  great  promises  in  respect  to 
the  furoign  poller  of  tho  cooutry  of  which  they  were 
so    prodigal    liefore    the    preeidcutial    election.'       If    in 

'  11. .  p.  2065  ^ 

.  ■  GlBckwoiwI'B  Mni^Min*  mjs  !u  no  ariicle  «Dtitl^,  Nicuagtu  ami 
the  Fl]llt(iM«re:  "A*  fl1ilra«i«rtun  U  now  UMid,  it  fxitrrvMn  tliv  aclldo 
u[  U)«  AmeHcan  p»up]9,  or  \  porlioD  n(  On>  p«nple,  in  ifae  ttr^ulslUun 
of  tonilory  wbicli  do^s  Qut  bclun^  U>  tliHin,  tmrenunined  hj  Ui« 
rMpoiulliUdlH  of  tbe  Amertrmn  i^iTpnim^at 

"Th^  Kivareipi  pw>[il*  <>r  t1t«  Vnilvd  SlAtca,  and  ibff  UoiiMl  Stam 
pyrcniinent  are  two  JlstUict  bodlci,  iaSuvocvd  by  dlfTuirai  iiiuiivea. 
Tb«  |cu*"i''nRont  iKiilj|)ii<-il  Lu  nutlniAin  ili«  a])^^^]^^  of  k<>*|iln( 
fklll)  wirli  otUvr  triou'Uf  [w>ir«r«,  bnt  nt  Hi*  uiii«  Hmn  i«  AofliixioUA  lo 
piia  |Ki{»ilnriiy  ni  Uuair.  tliat  it  <lo»i  daI  Ukn  reailj  otTpclual  meiu. 
vti*k  lo  rheck  nn;-  i»i|iuUt  ru'>vnin«nl.  Iii>wi>i'r<r  Lllnital  it  miiy  Im,  if 
t>i-4M(^  bv  Ibv  m»j('ril>'  of  llic  |).f"[ile."  IK-IIow,  Von,Ht*tcfiil  Rnim, 
XX.,  11-  070. 

*  "  Via  konw  of  notnjf  lieiit  uikmi  war  unl«ai  It  be  Uia  OUlMiiMn 
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6«ying  60,  tbo  Trihun4  had  in  view  only  tho  rhetorical 
entliuBiantn  fur  Irecdom  uf  the  Koi^iilL  periud  and  the 
rL'Tolutiuiiory  roJoiiioiilmk-A  of  yming  Amcricji,  it  might 
liavo  Ixsen  rifflit  But  if  it  was  Lryinji  to  oouviooe  itself 
tliat  tiic  cupidity  which  young  America  hud  bo  boliltj 
ndvertlMd  wu  oaly  nt  much  comcidy,  or  that  the  adniinift- 
tretion  would  iiut  try  to  carry  out  that  progmuiiiie,  the 
Imijijliers  taight  soon  be  fouod  on  the  othor  Mde.  A  jjreat 
und  bold  (wlicy  was  certainly  not  to  1m>  expected  of  Pierce. 
iJul  only  blind  partisans  could  have  claimed  such  a  nolicj 
for  Polk,  and  yet  he  had  acliiovcd  great  things.  Why 
eliould  it  he  impossible  or  even  only  improbable  that  Picrco, 
etirautatcd  by  this  example,  would  endeavor  to  nchtcvc  etin-' 
ihu'  success  with  the  same  ehrowdncce,  die  same  tenacity  and 
the  Barou  breudth  of  con&cicnoe  in  res]>ect  to  the  choice  of 
mennBt  He  w,  in  ucertiiin  HenM:  and  to  aevrlnin  drgrco, 
plwlgi^  to  an  infliii;ntiiil  frm.'itioii  of  hii  own  jMirly  to  at 
leiuit  make  an  attempt  of  thia  kind;  another  and  still  moru 
powerful  fruotion  pushed  fom'nrd  in  the  snme  (lire<ction, 
luid  teinjtting  opportiiniliee  presented  themei>lv««  iii 
abundance.  Tlie  more,  as  a  public  cliaraeter,  he  resembled 
a  flexible  reed,  the  more  it  waa  to  be  presumed  that  lie 


of  \\s  (Ui«  odoiioiKrallnD)  owo  pftrty.  .  .  .  We  b»s*  b«en  lold  all 
alupR  iliai  a  liriiliAni  fiiiviitn  (Milicj  wu  to  cUurtidfriti'  lti«  n«w 
itdmitiiAirnlion -.  one  Uml  wonld  citilrnM  Blronirly  with  wbai  tiHg  b»ea 
trrnit-d  ilip  iiimillAniniily  of  itie  Wtilj^.  But  In!  hero  nt  Ihi;  ktait  wu 
u«  aiiprlnMl  lliM  Uie  ex)*ilng  iiilminlitrajion  Dad  the  tnomeaiiim  nt 
nll4in  Urniuly  tne  ^nvjil,  ami  llisE  IIk-  tiritlcr:!  matt  iMfurilmllb  at>i>lliKl 
(n  lurest  |L'<  Tbeaa  were  ueelen  fea.ra.  "  It  la  well  undeisiooH  ikai  ail 
tliRt  baa  hemi  aald  ab»ui  nianirut  duttin}- — a  txilil  fui-xitrii  intlk-y— 
aakiag  fbr  noUiiaic  but  what  i«  rlgbt,  and  tutimltilii^-  <o  notbiiii;  Itial 
U  vtmn — uiDf  Kailun  <>f  Cuba — ilrlvinK  Gnt;l*ii'l  "iit  "^  Bi'Dtliirait, 
elr^  Ktr.,  b  ooThlDi;  but  ^os,  and  uzily  intonilt*it  fur  biinltum.  No. 
gvnllvttH^ii,  Imj  not  ulnnticiL  Nobody  vs|>kI<>  l'o»  <■>  <'■■  aajrltiiDK  in 
p«niciilar.  but  id  belle  your  piofewlooa."  Tbe  M.  Y.  Tribun4,  Uarcti 
lit,  163& 
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woald  not  resist  this  pressure,  even  if  his  pcrsonnl  nmhttion 
vai  not  groat  euougb  to  overoome  tb«  opjxjsitig  considero- 
tiotia.  AuU  so  bid  luarrowleas  meOiucrily  m  a  sLaU-ftuiuu 
Buj^ated  the  conclusioD  that  the  manifestations  of  the 
tiUbiiBlere  were  ver^  digplcAsin^  to  lum.  If  these  iiinilcni 
caHcatures  of  the  old  oonquiatsdores  pursued  the  ennie 
ende  to  a  greater  or  le»s  extent,  it  was  verj-  doiihtful 
whether  he  could,  on  that  account,  look  upon  them  aa 
allies.  Perhaps  it  becamo  appHn-ut  at  la.st  that  the  fruit 
could  be  obtained  only  on  condition  that  tliey  were  nse^l 
10  ithake  it  from  t]ie  tree,  and  hence  it  was  to  he  expeoced 
that  thpy  would  he  alwtiys  troaled  with  a»  much  indu)gi.>nce 
as  po<'6ible.  Bat  so  long  aE  the  fruilleeaneda  of  FJeroo's 
eudcavore  had  not  b«eu  pix>vbn  to  a  deinoii miration,  be  wh 
only  very  greatly  compromised  on  every  hand  by  tbem, 
and  it  could  en&ity  happen  that  tbe  efforta  of  the  wlminio- 
tration  might  be  fraetrated  by  thuir  attacks.  Precisely  on 
thia  acL-ouut  waa  the  proolaniation  of  tlio  IStb  of  January 
buue«)tly  inlendeil,  because  Pii-rcc  followrd  in  the  footatepa 
of  Polk  and  liogicd  to  roaicu  his  adiuinistrution  forever 
uieinorable  by  extvnsivo  alteration?  in  the  innp  of  the 
United  States. 

Wlien  tlie  priK-lMiniitioD  against  the  filibiiittcr&  wsfe 
itoued,  the  tir»t  attempt  at  the  realization  of  Lhf«e  lofty 
de&iipiti  liad  already  iu  t>ie  main  failed.  This  mnch  hail 
been  rumored,  but  nothing  reliable  us  to  the  dclatU 
bud  peuetraicd  among  the  pi'ople.  It  was  known  that  the 
umbassador,  Jntncs  (Ju'l«U;n,  had  been  ir«lrm;t»jj  ti>  enter 
into  ncgoliotiond  with  Santa  Anna  for  u  trea^  whicb  eon- 
temphttcd  iii-w  ac<jUidition6  of  land  from  Me.xi(y>.  and 
which  wuA  to  settle  the  •lilfvn.-neos  which  lim)  ariwn 
bctwvon  tlio  two  puwere,  under  tliu  treaty  of  penee  of 
Gundiilupo  Ilid«lgo,  and  cepLi-iulIy  to  fn*  the  United 
StnleA  from  the  oneruu»  ubligatioDd  entered  into  by  the 
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lltb  article  of  tliaC  treaty.  It  waa  Mid  that  Gadsdea  bail 
been  autliorized  to  otTer  fiftecii  lutlliona  of  dullim,  if  the 
>»ew  iMiiiidaiT  line  wa^  so  drawn  front  ses  to  ma  tlial  Santan- 
der,  Saltillo,  Parraa,  Sonora  aud  all  Lower  California  ahoald 
fall  to  the  United  Stntcs.  Tiii^  iiiijriil,  for  a  inuiiicnt,  scetii 
almost  incredible,  but  it^  iinprubabilit^  grentiy  decreased 
when  it  WAS  rccjtilod  tliaC  Jotfcraon  Davie,  the  Dow  secre- 
tary of  war,  bad  pro^iui^od  the  Satitaiider- Monterey  line  in 
Mtti-ch,  l&tS,  on  the  occii*ion  of  the  negotiatione  f-.'r  tlie 
rsitittcatiou  of  the  pc-u^ti  uf  Guudulupc  Hidalgo.  A  treaty 
(Deo.  30,  1S53)  vm  entered  into,  but  it  roinaiaed  far 
behind  the«e  railifrgigmitic  wishes,  although  the  boundary 
line  was  changed  to  the  advuiitagc  of  the  United  States. 
The  hitttury  of  the  trausuctloiis  was  the  secret  of  tlie 
admiitidtrHiiou  and  of  the  senate  which  bad  a«ked  for  and 
obtained  the  eurre*])ondeuoe,  before  it  came  to  a  conclusion 
on  tlio  treaty.  It  wa«  known,  however,  that  the  seuate 
bad  made  a  great  many  ulteratione;  auiurif^  others,  it 
redueed  the  indciuiiitlcatiun  to  be  paid  to  ^[exico  from 
twenty  niiliioue  to  tun  uiiliions.'  It  was  whispered  that 
the  difference  was  to  go  to  certain  land  speculators  (tlio 
CJamy  and  t^l<^>  grautii)  and,  that  Gadsden  wa^  ut  tiret 
orally  iiietruct«d,  by  a  cecrvt  agent  of  the  president,  to 
ooine  to  an  unilvrstniulin<;  with  Santa  Anna  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  uudurtuuk  tlic  dubious  lAbk  unly  utter  the  order 
wu  givtn  to  bitn  in  writing.  Santa  Aiiiiu  approved  the 
allvraliuus  made  by  the  eeuale,  and  Pierce  reijuecited  the 
house  of  representatives,  by  a  nKMsa^t*  uf  the  SOdi  of  June. 
1651,  to  grant  the  &ti|>ulated  ten  inillions  aa  the  treaty 
had  to  be  ralitied  before  the  30tb  of  June.  The  requeet 
met  with  violent  op^iositiou.     The  old  question  whether 


■  ConitT.  G)nb4i.  Ut  B«e&.  8Sd  Oaogr.,  p.  1S39.  Thv  mcssaKO  vrllb 
which  Pinroe.  on  llw  lOlb  of  Kobrunrj-  ISDl.  MUt  Hi*  umy  lo  tli«  a»n> 
«!•  aakvcl  fur  oal;  Un««a  nlllloaa.    Slalekmmu's  MaDnal,  UL,  p.  8049. 
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and  to  vliat  extent  the  lionse  of  reprc»etitiitivcs  had  Koy 
power  over  IrealieB  eoDsiitutioiinJlj  eiilered  into  was 
again  exhan^tivelj  di8cu««c<l  io  the  light  of  tbo  precitilents, 
ujd  cousidcriug  tb«  reports  in  ctrculutiou  in  ref«rvuce  to 
thiB  bJBtor^  of  ttie  trcuiv  it  wag  declan^  Dec«g»irv  that  all 
die  documents  relating  thereto, eliODid  be  produced,  before 
the  anm  wtkcd  for  wa«  gninicd.  In  the  debate,  the  oppo- 
Mtion  which  vn»  led  by  the  aged  BoDton,  showed  tlicm- 
ielvcB  mnch  Btiperior  to  their  op[»<>iiciit«,  but  rote«  not 
argamentft  were  dcciiive.  The  iiinjorit;  took  refuge  ia 
the  prerugaiires  claimed  \iy  tbe  houm  on  fonner  uccasions. 
Tliey  ilid  not  endunger  the  treaty  uor  compel  the  ofticinl 
head  of  tite  part^  tu  lay  his  caitla  before  hi&  upiKincnte. 

Tbe  people  generally  took  no  special  oSV-iiee  ai  the  fact 
that  the  ten  tn[lliun»  were  voted  in  thi^  way,  for  the 
advantages  wbich  the  G&dedeu  treaty  secured  to  the  tJnited 
State»  were  scarcely  too  dearly  purchased,  at  that  price. 
The  deeper  mcniiing  of  tlm  negotiations  with  Mexico  did 
nut  lie  in  their  real,  but  in  their  ]>u«BibK  and  Co  all 
npjw«rancc«,  inlendiMl  re«ii)tii.  There  is  no  rc-ftson  for  the 
aunmption  that,  with  Pierce,  the  desire  to  give  the  elav. 
ocracy  a  new  and  broad  domniu  woa  decisive.  AJl  that  ha 
per£«inHlly  wanted  wiu  to  make  an  iin]>ortatit  a<;<)iiisiLion 
uf  territory.  But,  an  a  matter  of  cour&i*,  liu  wm  itiini  that 
the  ftlavocracy  would  ulaiui  that  territory,  and  he  as  well 
as  the  Blavucracy,  ooneidered  il  a»  gnod  as  certuiii  tlmt  it 
would  actually  fall  to  their  abnre.  True,  it  waa  all  free 
soil,  but  according  to  the  inter{>retation  which  Uie  com- 
promiw  of  1830  had  received  in  th«  Kanf^aH-Xebraska  bitl, 
thin  witf  no  hirigvr  ducisine,  and  m-jircely  of  any  iinpor- 
lancc.>     Tho  wnth  evidently  viewed  the  question  in  this 

■  Bnnioa  u»iAt  "TtiU  wm  ««rtiilnly  a  larf[c  niuvi.>meaL  bcHb  In 
)K>IninrrnoB«]'iuiri  of  li-ri'linrj', nin)  Alflol&rgt  in  jtoltlicAlctinrriguiRim; 
and  clMttlj'  mnilililng  a  Uk»aur»  tot  Uto  Uoctrlne  of  n<m-lntenr«ntlaa, 
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way,  for  otherwise  it  would  nntiirnlly  Imve  pnt  its  veto  on 
tlie  etitira  prujcct,  and  It  is  scarcely  uercsaHrjr  tu  add  that 
Pierce  would  not  have  dared  to  pursue  the  praject  witli- 
oat  its  will.  The  "great  principle"  of  tlie  Kansaa- 
Xcbratikn  bill  was  a  blank  draft  handed  to  tlie  south  hy 
the  north  with  its  ^ignntiirc.  and  tlie  tirst  word  whieli  the 
eontli  tried  to  write  in  it  was  not  Kaitsns  but  northeni 
Mexico.  How  jM'ohahlo  or  improbable  it  considered  it, 
that  Mexico  would  agree  to  the  cc«&ioQ  of  the  coveted  ter- 
rilury  cuniiot  bo  «aid.  That  it  confideiitlv'  expected  to  be 
able  to  compel  Uiu  north  to  honor  ite  draft,  if  it  came  to 
au  agreement  with  Santa  Annii,  cannot  be  douhli^],  t!iiiic-o 
at  this  time  it  even  harbored  tho  hopu  of  eoulchiiig  the 
southern  part  of  American  CrJilumia  from  the  north,  and 
this  hoi^ie  vob  not  completely  wanting  in  a  real  founda* 
tion.  * 

Scai-cely  had  tho  Gadgdcn  tre-aty  been  nititied  when  tho 
uonntry  was  thrown  into  oxcitenicut  by  an  iucfdoiit  in  Cen- 

U*  thorp  sbAiild  1m  aaj  i1««igo  lu  oouveit  tlie  newly  RniitirMl  territory 
from  tttie  eoil,  ibal  it !»,  intr>  »ltiv«  soil  thai  it  uiglil  tie  desired  to  bo." 
Consr.  GlittnF,  Ui  Son.nSd  Canpr..  p.  lliVS. 

■The  Jfiiiittfppian  wrote ;  "Tivo  yeua  ago  a  liw  wm  |>MfMl  by 
th«C«lir»ri.ta  Irgialiiture  ^nutiag  ooe  joar  to  lh«  ovraera  of  flares 
carrlad  Into  ilie  it^rrUcry  gireTlouii  li>  (lie  mlo{itl»ii  of  tlir-  cnnoiiiiiiioD, 
to  rtinov«  lli«in  twyonil  llir  llnitlsuf  1I10  flMlc.  I.nst  yiinr  ibe  pmrjsloii 
of  ibia  litw  «ra«  exieodcd  iwclra  luontba  louK«r.  We  Irani  Irr  tho  Itile 
Calirumtit  iH|K>r>  that  a  bill  liiu  Jn&t  pttN^od  llie  MNemlily  by  n  vote  of 
S3  lost,  cooiinnlni;  the  tame  lew  In  rorc«  tmtit  i^HA.  The  [irv-ivi»ioBs 
of  tbls  Iak  embrace  ftlnves  who  liore  tipco  can  ».|  tu  Catifurnla  eincK 
tlie  ucloptlim  of  tliit  tfuiiuUuilon,  tu  woll  a«  ibt^^  who  vittt  Uiiini  pre- 
vU>uiily  Tho  liir^«  mnjArily  by  which  it  pn^o^d.  aud  the  >.>piuivRii 
adtAiirod  iluriii;;  Uie  dim^UMion,  imllcHlc  n  iiii>i'«!  fitriirahlc  ■itiiiiinent 
in  regard  M  the  ri^Uca  nrsUveli olden  In  Ca.lif<iriija  lliiin  wo  »u|>|inMd 
•>Xlsl«d."  Tho  N.  Y.  Tribune.  Juno  13.  l^i.  VVilli  relVir«ii<-«t'f Lboae 
and  tjther  doing!  with  a  llk«teadeQC)-.  Ibe  Itlchiaiiixl  Rmjuirertaime- 
qaentJy  svid :  '•  Tho  i]n*4t^ti  hul  iiollvc  (uutt  hniwono  lli«>so  tactlooa 
twIlblD  ibe  [>enincrsilG  pany  la  CaHfnniia)  la,  whHher  ibe  souibem 
poriicm  uf  (.'ulifotuiu  ahiUl  tio  utgatiizvil  into  a  w\  ara'i>  tlnti<,  with  a 
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Lnl  Atnericn,  wliich  the  l>e9t  elements  of  the  Democrats 
tlieiiiaelv«6,  to  a  grvat  extent,  had  uot  tlic  Letirt  to  approve. 
How  far,  Indeed,  a  want  of  skill  and  the  immoderate  sensi- 
ti?eaeeB  of  the  upstart  who  is  only  too  prone  to  aaswer 
eli^fbt  provocation  witli  a  blow,  were  the  determining  caasea 
of  tilt;  event,  cannot  he  uecertainvd  from  the  documenta. 
Bat  this  much  is  deducible  with  certaintv  from  them,  that 
iho  bombfirdmenE  of  Gnn'ttiwa  is  not  to  he  ascribed  to 
those  causes  alone,  and  that  among  its  other  causes  was 
the  land  hunger  of  the  suuth. 

Contrureriiiea  of  variuus  kinds  which  had  repeatedly 
found  expre«iiion  in  decd^  hetween  Grevtown  (Sun  Juan 
del  Nortej  atid  Uie  otlicertiof  tlio  Accessor}*  Transit  Compnny 
of  Nicaragua  la  Funtas  Arenas  had  given  occa-iioa  to 
this  act  of  violenoe.  The  annu.il  messiige  uf  the  praai- 
dent,  of  the  4th  of  December,  l$i>4,  gave  a  lengthy  history 
of  tlmeveiita  preliminary  Uicreto,*  hut  related  tlieui  in  the 
spirit  of  an  advocate;  the  client  vraa  necessarily  without 
&pQt  and  the  injustice  done  liim  was  [:>ainted  in  the  darkest 
colors,  because  otherviw  the  action  of  the  6eir-cuii^titiit«<l 
Judge  would  be  simply  inexcusable  and  mouatrous.  \VtiaE 
it  ple&Mid  the  American  aml)n»«ador  to  assert  wa»  repre- 
ient4!d  wiihont  any  pi-iwf  as  a  demMiistrated  fact,  alttiuugh 
it  was  notorious,  tlmt  he  had  acted  in  a  hcrindntous  mnnner 
a«  a  party  in  tlie  quarrels.     Greytown  whose  inhabitants 

cnufcUiiiUoti  rfotiKiilicinf  anil  mikIiI iitliing  ilsvery.  Tb«  recenl vticreM 
pr<>iii)»i-*  a  t^aittiKUity  aotutinn  e>(  Uiia  problem.  And  iltua  iiiitj  llta 
niilitnrr  rluleoce  bjr  wblcli  Calllttniia  wu  il«tot»d  to  frFi>.M>il  bo 
aren^«d,  and  iliv  onutb  l>e  jr^i  n-Kt»r«>«l  lo  Kn  eqiinl  |Mnicliintiiin  in  tite 
wvaltlt  of  Ibst  Bplendid  empir«.  F'>r,  ifllio  pvi'|>1e"l  Utllf'rmiactiooM 
to  divide  tbcir  itomoiti,  and  \o  iwt  iipaoothrr  sinie  wtili  Hiiiilifm  tDUl* 
lilttODi.ol  cimnc  (WDglvaawlll  not  piv«iim«  10  iDleiiMao  An}'tit>Ji'<-tl(«. 
Smubrra  L'<i)ir>fuja  is  pMiuUariy  iiropiiWua  to  arsro  laWt.  ami  iu 
iDlinbltuuu  art)  vtry  uixiuaa  alavviy  »1iuuU  tie  ItitruduitrMl  amunf 
Ibeiii."  t'ttod  liT  I>«  Buw,  C»mmi,et.ti  tUriiM.  XVIU  p.  flllL 
>  SlaUnnuurs  ilaagal,  III.,  pp.  80l^::o«ti. 
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e&rtai'nly  did  not  belong  to  the  elite  of  tlie  human  race 
vess  callet]  a  nest  of  nirutes  mid  a  i^ninp  of  ravages,  Itecaii&e 
it  liiul  confi^tiled  Home  merchandise,  Imrned  down  a  few 
ebeJs  uid  insulted  Uie  nrrogant,  hostilely  minded  ambiu- 
Bador.  >'ot  a  word  of  ceneur©  was  visited  od  the  latter 
because  be  had  prtitected  a  murderer;  it  was  siiHicient 
tliat,  as  an  eye  wiLiie&g,  lie  denied  tlie  morder,  although  it 
was  committed  in  open  day,  in  the  presence  of  a  great 
number  of  people  and  with  a  higli  degree  of  hnitulitj. 
The  Mjcnrity  nf  pcrstm  and  property  on  nn  important  com- 
mercial bigiiway  might,  indeed,  liare  made  it  an  imporutivo 
□eoesaity  lo  put  a  ciglit  rein  on  Greytuwti,  and  the  United 
Statei)  had  itself  to  undertnke  ihiti  task,  tor  Greytowu  had 
cut  otf  uU  higher  authority  and  uUirned  ti>  tie  an  indepen- 
detit  power.  i3ut  if  becautie  thu  Transit  Company  coiiBisuxI 
of  American  citizens,  stops  were  to  be  taken  in  tUcir  favor, 
it  is  plain  that  all  that  cuiild  be  exacted  wae  that  tbeir 
righta,  under  Ihe  oharter  granted  by  Ktcaragua,  should  be 
red])e«ted.  But  th(t  company  now  ^trcive  for  a  pre^ti-iie 
which  extended  far  beyond  these  liinit?^  and  as  the  ambas- 
sador, Gorhiud,  had  done  prev^iou&ly,  the  president  now 
suppurtt-d  it  in  &  way  whicli  showed  that  not  only  was 
rct^jx^t  for  the  law  to  be  enforced,  but  a  hold  blow  titniclc 
for  llie  intvnuu  uf  llie  Compiiny  and  thereby  indirt-ctly  for 
the  interests  of  tlm  United  Stiites.  The  man<of-wiir,  Cyanc, 
was  deejtatchbd  lo  demand  satisfaetion,  and  ia  caMi  kilLis- 
faction  U'a&  refused,  to  piniixh  Greytown.  On  tlie  11th  of 
July,  the  oommander,  UollinK,  asked  besides  an  ajwln^^ 
BQ  exorbitant  indemnittctition  for  the  damage  dono  to  tho 
Tr*Deit  Company.*    As  the  demand  was  not  agreed  to,  be 


>Th*  N.  T.  Tnbvtu  lit  iba  nth  of  At)giu.t  writM:  »|lil,l>00  for  a 
yawl  IomI  ot  fl«ur  uid  raami,  tod  (BOW  for  two  sheds  wlilcb  did  not 
bvlonfi  i»  the  <xtnnwnj  »X9><Ung  tlie  fnonoy."  Tb«  dw-iiinvuu  ara 
pdal«Jl»tl>»  3^/Av.iw  of  lii*  Sd,  3d,  and  ]«4b  ofAugan. 


12 


KANSA»-NEUKASXA   KILL  TU    BLX'KANA.n'S   ELECTinH. 


dtsdarctl  on  Uie  ISth  of  July,  tliat  he  wouM  begin  tlie 
batnbanl  tneiit  of  the  town  the  next  dfty  at  9  o'clock  in  lite 
morning,  nnless  his  terniB  were  granted.  The  command- 
ing officer  of  the  KngliRli  nhip  Bermuda  entered  a  eolemn 
proteiit  agniniit  thli',  adding  tiic  eigniticnnt  rcin;trk  tliat,  on 
accotHit  of  the  WL'iikiiciu)  of  liis  ormft,  ho  could  do  no  more 
for  the  protection  of  the  English  propertjr.  HoHins  car- 
ried out  hiii  threat,  and  in  W»i  tliau  two  hours  the  unpro- 
tected phice  traft  a  heap  of  niin^. 

Sovural  pou'ers  cuinplnined  of  this  act  of  barbarism,  and 
the  public  opinion  ot  the  Unitt>il  StAto«  ranged  itself  on 
their  side,  iillhougU  the  pin>«ideiit  diwUred  tlicir  rcmon- 
i^truncuii  to  be  wholly  tinfoniided.  Tim  indignation  which 
the  brutal  act  everywhere  excited  made  him,  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  wish  that  the  hope  oxpre««ed  in  UulliDs's 
instructions  liad  been  fnllillcd,  and  that  Grcytown  liad 
yielded  to  thedeionnda  made  on  it  Bat  tkoTraiifiit  Com- 
pany thonghL  otlierwiftc.  Colonel  Kinney  etatctl  that  the 
de*|wtcli  of  the  Cyane  was  resolved  on  in  oonswjiicnoe  of 
the  iluftcrlption  niwlu  to  tho  aathoritiee  at  Washlnglon  by  J. 
L.  White,  of  tlio  oppression  which  the  company  had  had 
toeiidiirp.  lie  »iilMe<|ueiitIy  publiahed  a  letter  of  this  same 
"White  diitL'd  .Iniie  10,  i a  which  the  wish  whj*  very  eiiiphRt- 
ieslly  expreased  tlrnt  Groytown  might  be  eonndly  pnnighffd 
in  order  that  the  Cum^vtiy  might  cstablieh  ilnetf  thenj  and 
might  forxM:  its  oQicerit  on  the  place.  And  eren  thcae 
were  to  be  only  preliminary  measnres,  for  he  sjKiko  «!'  a 
traiisfer  of  jurisdiction  and  of  Bomething  beyond  that,* 

k"C^pI«iB  UuIIId*  Iravea  bere  n«xt  Huadny.  Toti  (Patwoa)  trill 
Mt<>  IVom  lilB  inrtrooiioM  tbat  tuwli  (Ii*eri>ti4>n  i«  gtven  in  yon,  nod  It 
in  b>  b»lii)p<-<l  lb*'  ll  *^"  ""'  •>*  •*»  M"!*'"^!  ««  1"  ftliuw  any  mricy  to 
tb«  Uiwn  «  p«"tple- 

« If  ilio  AcuiiiMtrvh  «re  •onndly  paalibed.  w«  can  \ttk»  pmuMsIon  will 
build  It  up  M  K  t.n»tin*i  i.iiM.*,  rini  tn  oar  own  ofBccn,  Inuurnr  Ui« 
Jurl#<Ileilun,  *im1  you  know  Uic  r«M. 
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Wlien  it  i»  recalled  how  frciiueiillj  mi«]  how  emphatically 
tli«  projiugmid  ist  fniutiun  of  thu  slttvocrac}'  poiiitt-tl  to  Cen- 
tral Aincriai;  when  the  SMniittaiieons  plots  of  the  filibua- 
ters  againat  Mexico  and  the  cndcavoro  ot'tlie  admiDietralioii 
to  a«|iiire  Mexican  territory  are  kept  in  view;  wlien  tlie 
enlerprifeuft  of  William  "Walker  in  Mexico,  in  the  next  suc- 
ceeding ;eare  are  borne  in  mind:  it  le  ecnrccly  jiossible  lo 
repel  the  at^ttnnption  that  the  a^pii-sitioaa  of  the  Transit 
Company  referred  to  above,  Itad  a  epeeial  oonueution  witli 
the  "peculiar  inatitutlwii.''  We  do  not  mean  hereby  to 
aaaert  the  existence  of  a  formal  alliance  or  UDderetandiiig 
between  the  elavncmcy  and  the  Traneit  Company.  Whether 
aud  to  what  extent  »ttch  a  formal,  alliance  or  umlertitaudinf 
exi&ted.  only  tlie  records  of  the  Company,  in  case  t}iey  etill 
exist,  can  decide.  Bnt  this  mnch  appears  from  the 
malerialtt  pub!i»he<l,that  the  Tompanydid  not  rorfine  itself 
to  the  prosecution  of  its  It-gltiinate  commercial  intore&ts, 
but  was  intent  on  bosoming  the  ruling  power  at  the  kav> 
point  t-o  the  snpremaey  over  Central  America.  The  Grey- 
ttfwu  affair  proved  that  in  thiit  it  cnlcolutcd  on  finding 'in 
tJie  United  State*  reliable  and  strong  support.  If  Pierce 
fiillillcd  this  exjtectation  in  a  manner  which  almott  led  to 
seriuna  ditlerences  with  otUer  powers,'  and  whicli  was  of 


**  It  ix  of  Itie  but  Importiuice  ibai  llie  people  of  the  town  ahoiili)  b« 
lanj^lit  in  fvHT  0*.  FuDihliiiient  will  funcb  iliem,  titln  whicli  yna  must 
•$!«)  vllh  ikein  as  to  tbe  orgauizatioo  oT  a  oew  KOYcrDiuont  and  Ibe 
aSic*n  uf  It  Bvm'yihinK  now  dapcods  oa  you  uud  IIoIIIub.  TLv  \tt\. 
(«r  in  ftil  Hnrbt  lie  Pally  nadsrstanda  the  outritgo.  Anil  will  nol  lie^U 
uaf  In  pnpjrcing  rpp.iniiitiD."    Tlie  N.  Y-  Triiunt,  Sppl.  (J,  Ifln.l. 

'  Pierce  &ays  In  tiis  lueasag*:  'Timro  fjt  aniplo  rrasrm  uj  licliav* 
Ifctl  (liUci^Ddiici  or  wanton  dellaace,  on  lti«ir(Ui«  iubnbilaiiUfaf  Grcj- 
towu)  gwit,  ii)  Impulnble  clilefly  tnlbe  ddusivtr  idc>  thai  tli«  Amorlcan 
gur«iiiiii>nt  noulcl  Iw  d«>t«no(l  Truiti  punl&biDj;  ibem,  tlirough  Tear  of 
dUpltrnsinft  8  rormidablu  Torvifja  power,  wbkb.  Hmj  pre«uiu«d  to 
Utlnk,  )«oke<l  wiib  ctiioplaceDoy  itpon  tbslr  agiTAMlTe  and  Lnsultiuf 
A»I>»nmeiit  t:>wanl  tbe  ljnli«d  SutM." 
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nt  lesBt  verydonbtfol  constitntionalitj,*  the  whole  hie(ory 
of  hie  mlministnition  compcU  n%  to  agstime  tlmt  he  would 
hnve  nctcd  mnch  more  gently  aud  coneidcrftloij,  if  ho  had 
not  felt  perfectly  sure  of  tlie  OMent  of  the  slavijcracy.  But 
lie  could  coQDt  oa  ite  Approval,  hocaiiec  tlio  Troneit  Onm- 
jHiny — whether  in  acoordiuioe  with  its  wUhea  or  not — 
worked  for  the  elavocracy  it*  it  realized  ite  further  pUns. 
The  given  circiim stances  and  the  epirit  of  the  American 
people  determined  that  the  nnthors  of  anch  projects  and 
more  or  less  consciously  tlie  simple  colonists  whom  thrjT 
drew  after  them,  never  acted  dimply  as  individnnls,  but  as 
cilizeiie  of  the  Union.  As  in  Texan  and  California,  >io  also 
in  yioamgna,  the  Unitetl  States  needed  only  to  wait  for 
the  right  mnm<>nt  to  see  tlmt  which  the  energy  and  during 
ndvcntnre  of  its  diildren  had  won,  laid  in  ils  lap.  If  tho 
etnrry  hnnner  were  planted  under  the  impulse  of  "  manifest 
ilc^tiny"  in  Nicara^a,  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  who 
had  carried  it  thither;  in  the  tropics,  the  elareholdort 
wereofoouree  masters. 

It  i»,  therefore,  iocontestable  that  the  adminiatration^ 
l)oth  in  New  Mexicoandin  Nicaragua,  worked  virttially  in 
the  ititiTcst  of  tlio  filavocracy,  but  it  uinnot  be  proved  that 
its  policy  at  these  two  point*  was  determined  by  the 
slavucracy.  If  ihii  woa  not  the  case,  it  cannot  bo  ascribed 
to  the  administration  as  a  merit.  The  slavocracy  was 
eatifitied  xvith  the  fuct  that  the  president  had  tried  hia  ludc 
with  Santa  Anna,  and,  in  Kicaragna,  used  the  opportunity 
there  oifered  for  the  inlroilnction  of  n  policy  on  which 
thoy  conld,  perhaps,  afterwnnls  build  as  they  found  best, 
hut  thongbt  that  they  slioold  not  engage  themselves  in 
cither  place  any  farther  than  tbey  had  already  done.  Cnba 
seemed  to  them  much  more  desirable  and  its  acqateitton 

•  !$4>*  llie  rMOlutloBi  of  Whn>I«r  r>f  Nfrnr  Tork  of  Dec.  11,  I8U. 
Cuogr.  OlutK,  9(1  &«••■,  8Sd  Ooagr.,  pp.  08,  SO. 
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much  more  ni^ent.  With  rwpect  to  the  ponpl  of  the 
Antilles,  thej  were  not  cyiitciii.  Willi  sinilea  of  enoonrajce- 
mont,  to  let  the  presidentpUy  hUown  gunrie.  Impatietitly 
And  to  some  extent  with  imperious  impe'tuofiity,  th«j 
[Jtishcd  him  fonvurd.  and  ho  obeyetl  not  only  without  rc- 
eistancc  Imt  with  Azeal  which  took  too  littin  into  considera- 
tion that,  in  politics,  discretion  is  freijuentl^  a  condition 
cssentinl  to  Aneccftft. 

The  Culian  ciuestion,  for  a  nnmber  of  years,  Iiad  never 
entirely  di^^ippeared  from  the  order  of  the  day.  It  had 
not  been  hronght  up  originally  by  the  slave-holding  inter- 
e«t,  and  it  was  looked  upon  j^nerally  as  so  itnptirtant  and 
BO  nineli  uf  a  home  (jnuslicin,  that  even  in  tliuso  circles 
which  were  most  opiwaed  to  the  slavocracy,  fory  many 
were  of  the  opinion,  that  the  problem  would  have  to  be 
solved  in  no  distant  fiUur*,  and  that  it  coald  be  eoked 
only  by  the  annexation  of  the  ielnnd.  The  more  elavcfy 
hccitme  the  controlling  f»ctor  in  the  politics  of  the  Unioni 
and  the  more  Kngland  inscri))v<1  the  combatting  of  slavery 
in  every  dime  npon  its  banners,  liic  more  hud  the  (jnes- 
tion  to  he  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  t!ie  slavt-lioldirig 
interest.  An  entirely  Iffueleiis  report  that  England  was 
pursuing  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  Cuba  ttiilHced  to 
alarm  the  slavocracy.  But  when  Kn<;lHnd  was  mentioned 
in  connection  with  Cnba.  the  north  too.irnmediately  took 
fire.  Far  from  (froctii'ff  such  rumors  with  joy,  !t  saw  only 
the  danfpyr  that  Enal«nd  inijjht  get  control  of  the  golden 
key  to  the  f^nlf  of  Jklexict>,niid  the  woll-jj^undcd  dcclam- 
Uon  was  repealed  more  and  more  cmplinticallT.  that  the 
United  States  never  contd  und  never  won  Id  end  are  that. 
And,  at  hut,  this  English  phantom  of  emancipntlon,  which 
appeared  periodicnlly  on  the  stage,  produced,  in  Cuba 
itself,  more  or  leas  excitement  which  led  at  one  time  to 
rciYilutiunary  projects  and  at  another  to  eecret  dciouDds 
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tlat  tlie  UnitMl  StAtM  migitt  tnlce  llie  initintiTe.!  It 
lrt»:[uctill^'  n{.-(Hli^  only  an  uiifurlunale  concurrence  of 
accidental  circtimstances  for  the  Cniied  States  to  become 
entangled  in  serious  diQerenc«s  with  England  or  Spnin,  if 
not  to  hr'ing  about  a  catastrophe.  Tbe  danger  that  this 
wotild  hftp]>cii,  therefore,  became  very  great  when,  nt  the 
came  time,  the  elavocracy,  in  tbe  comprumiBe  of  1850, 
iron  a  new  and  great  victory,  choee  tlio  propagation  of 
slavery  more  openly  and  inomsiderately  for  Jta  programme 
thati  over  before,  iind  when  Vonng  America  gave  oat 
*^  manifest  destiny."  as  Its  wattihword.  De  Bow's  ^om- 
mereial  RevUio  declared  in  i860,*  tbat  public  opinion 
irai  almost  unanimously  convinced  that  Cnba  was  indis- 
pensably neceAsnry  to  tlie  right  development  and  eecarity 
of  the  eonnlry,  and  this  testimony  had  great  weight,  be- 
cause Loui&iana*  by  reason  of  its  sngar  Industry,  waa 
opposed  to  annexation*  and  even  the  publisher  at  Ciietiina 
had  no  eyinpathy  u'ith  the  idea.  In  this  state  of  feeling, 
a  spark  might  easily  prodnce  an  cxploiion,  and  that  thta 
spark  wonid  be  struck  was  all  the  more  a  probability, 
because  England  woe  now  really  endeavoring  to  force 
^Min  to  an  emant-ipation  of  it«  slaves,  at  the  same  time, 
strongly  reminding  it,  that  emancipation  would  be  tbe 
best  means  to  resist  any  attempts  of  tbe  United  States  on 
tlie  island.* 


>  &e«  Atlnmit  Mem ,  XL.  pp.  Ml,  858.  8H. 

■IX.,  1».  173. 

■Tliff  IUtU«i  wu  pnbliabed  In  New  Orlenna. 

*Tlie  Vcmivrfiol  Rttitw.  VII.,  pp.  S38,  540. 

*  JUi  lut  iDolnK-tion  of  PalineMoD,  of  Ut«  y«sr  16S1,  to  tb«  EngllBli 
unbuMdor  In  Mmlrid,  ve  rentl:  "  I  hnra  to  loBtrnci  yoor  lanlablp 
lu  uy  lo  th«  8|wtiUb  mtobtei,  ihRi  tbe  ilavt-a  form  a  largv  portfan. 
Mil!  by  DO  means  ui  ualmportaat  od»,  of  lb*  peoplt  «f  Cuba;  isd 
iliu  my  tu>(»  bkeu  lo  provide  fur  ibelr  emanclpniion  would  Ibeie- 
furp.  u  fitr  fA  Ib«  black  poimlation  U  coacamwl,  b«  (luilo  to  uniauu 
irlib  tho  nscommeotUlloQ  o^fl  by  bar  MA}«*ty's  goremtucal,  that 
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If  a  more  mdical  reprcsentntive  of  bUvctj  pmpagand- 
ism  or  of  Voung  America  had,  at  the  timo,  possc-ssod  the 
presidential  cbair,  the  expeditione  of  Lop«z  already 
referred  lo  miglit  eaaiiy  have  t)cc<.>mc  such  a  epark.  The 
discreet  policy  of  Fillmore  and  Webster  happily  averted 
Uie  daoger,  I>nt  the  execution  o(  Lopez  and  of  a  port  of 
his  lUAOciateA,  the  request  made  in  the  bcgiiining  of  1852  by 
France  and  Englmid  and  ri-jti-ttd  by  the  United  Statca, 
that  the  three  powers  should  rceiproeally  bind  tlicrneelves 
for  the  present  and  for  alt  fntnre  time,  iioc  to  take  any 
steps  for  the  poeseaaion  of  the  island,  >  and,  Unally,  the 
pnbliciition  eaueed  by  the  liouae  of  representntivea  of  the 
otGcial  correspondence,  in  relation  to  Cuba,  brought  up 
the  qneation  of  annexation  more  actively  than  erer  before. 
Tlie  fact  that  the  president  declared  himself,  tinder  the 
prevailing  circiuostances,  decidedly  averse  to  aanexation, 
opposed  no  dam  to  the  rising  flood." 


UMBitm  shoaM  be  idopt«d  far  «Anl<>o(lojt  lb«  p«apl«  at  Cvibk,  with 
a  view  to  ■peurv  iho  coaoociioD  beiu-era  iho  ?puii»h  crown  and  llie 
lilKatl ;  utd  II  must  be  evldeni  Ihut,  II  itie  negro  popalailoo  of  Cab> 
werft  nM>i1«i'<id  |>««,  thot  fkct  would  ntcnt»  n  inott  pow«rfu)  aIcriciiI  of 
reaitUnce  Ip  nny  wheme  for  ai>n«>xlDg  Cu\i*  to  Ihe  nulled  8iM«a, 
wbera  Blavnry  I'sbUi."  Congr.  aiob«,  Ut  Sms.,  Sitb  Coiigr,,  App.. 
p,  BTO. 

■  April  4.  tfS^'i.  Tlie  rvqoMt  came  to  Wtibsier,  but  wru  uiiwprKl 
bjr  Etpf^ii  aiKl  not  iiQtU  Dec.  1, 1H5^  Tbis  answer  \a  atlll  coiiMdsred 
In  tli«  VniiMl  iilatfB  as  ona  of  tlio  ablest  achiflv«mcuts  of  American 
diptomac/. 

*  We  rmd  in  lh«  mwuge  of  Dee.  0,  1859:  "I  b&T«,  howerw,  in 
common  whli  anvnral  of  m^  predeoensors,  directed  the  mialitere  of 
Tnne»  and  England  to  be  luuured  lliai  the  TToiled  States  etileriala  ao 
dettgns  aKainnt  Cutw)  but  tbat,  on  Ibo  rontmry,  I  nbvul-U  regard  lie 
Lncuriiorailoo  into  tbe  UnltHi  at  ibc  preaeoi  time  as  Oraagtit  wlih 
wfiuua  pf  Til. 

"  W«e  iLiie  isltuid  ocnnparnlively  dentllule  of  lababltoDls,  or  oocu- 
pl<d  bjr  B  iLlodiMl  mc«.  1  abould  ri'^urd  it.  if  voluniarily  ced«d  by 
8palR,  <ua  OKvit  dealrable  acquibitifm  itut.  under  existing  clrcum- 
itauixB)  I  aliuuld  look  apon  It*  incurporatiuo  into  our  Uniuo  aa  a  very 
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FillinoK*B  policy  was  greatly  blamed  in  coDgreaa  tod 
in  the  preds.  In  New  Orleans,  n  eeoret  society,  under  the 
ntrae  of  tbc  Order  of  tlia  Lune  Star,  was  instituted  wliich 
tvne  said,  in  the  beg'innirifi^  of  1853  to  have  a  memhcrship 
v(  28,000.  nnd  whose  object  vaa  the  support  of  the  Cnban 
lualcoiiLeiits  and  the  furtherance  of  their  revolutionary 
desi^HB.'  In  the  honse  of  represootativos,  lioward  of 
Texas  claimed  that  there  were  now  ten  timM  as  many 
persons  for  the  acquisition  of  Onba  as  there  had  been  once 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas;  the  commercial  intereat  of 
the  nortli,  in  gencrnl,  favored  tlic  project,  and  the  nurthji 
would  certainly  not  venture  to  oppose  it,  ft^  it  had  too 
much  at  stake  in  the  preservation  of  tlie  Union  to  do  that.* 
And  even  if  it  cotild  not,  perhaps,  he  jnslilied,  it  ooiild  be 
easily  aoconnted  for,  that  the  south  expt-c-ied  no  groat 
resistanea  from  the  uortli.  Ae  cnrly  as  Xovcmher,  1863, 
one  of  the  most  inttncntinl  Whig  organs,  tbo  ftow  Tork 
TtriM  cxprcfl&cd  itfi  regret,  timt  Fillmore  did  not  eeem 

likzudom  meuurt.  It  w>utd  bring  into  tb«  c^af^'hney  a  popnta. 
lioa  or  a  <ll(rereDl  n&tlunii)  aiock,  spcaklog  adllTejeul  tMiyunga.  and 
a<A  llkvtf  to  hnrmimlz*  with  Uia  otli«r  raoinberiL  II  would  probably 
klTecl,  in  a  projudicittl  maiiDer,  ibe  ladiuirial  lnt«i-e»laof  th<' anuili; 
and  Itnlgli'  rerlv*  ihoa*  coofllcls  ofopiuioa  bciwcvn  iho(liiri>r«nt 
MCliout  of  tlks  eonntiy  which  Int*!;  sboolt  ih«  UninD  lo  lu  ceutrv, 
and  which  Iibt*  beea  k>  Itapplly  conpromlMd."  Su«?»[n.'s  Msd., 
IlUl>    1B3.1. 

> "  W«  iin<lpr»uuiil  llifl  purpose  of  (h«  Lont  Star  id  bf,  flnt  aod 
rort-moti.  ihi*  liUrallon  vt  Cuba  fnm  the  4(^p«tUi»  at  Spain  end  tm 
al)l«B."     ThrUitilfd  Slitfn  Rnita.  Jui.  IS.VI.  p.  i«l. 

"W9  )ttvv»  bMtt  aHur*il  lUat  Uio  OnWr  of  ilio  Lnnn  Slur  prajxnea 
not  to  icTolutloitlze.  but  lo  asalu  thoM  who  arc  «nga|[nl  In  mroluttco 
tbr  a  (00(1  cause  "     Ib^  p.  84. 

»"TbTi;  UimdaogM  Ibat  lb?  north  would  risk  tlip  cunMiqnencas 
of  r<(jMiliip  Ctibii.  Thoy  ■■B''*' <<'" 'nucli  inl«req|  in  iliv  prt>Mrin(itaD 
nf  III*  I'nlon:  fur  mnnp  Itinn  tb*  )iiuith  Tb«ir  ubi>ln  r<rtminfrrUI  abU 
manufaclurlng  (iptwparily  reirta  np-m  it,  W*  liav«  |f«HMt>l  llmi  crlaU 
fur  tli»|ir<-MiDtnrotary."    Coogr.  Oliiba,  9d  Beat..  B'Jil  Coogr^  App^ 

p.ei. 
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(Itsp^isfHl  to  brhig  his  administration  to  a  brilliant  close  by 
the  av(jui«ition.  declAriiig  at  tlm  same  litnQ  that  Fierce 
would  unqeetionaltlyiminDcliately  restiiiie  thoncgoliatione, 
carried  on  under  Pulk  bj  Bndianiin,  for  tlic  piirclia«e  of 
the  island  and  thatalinoKt  the  entire  people  would  atrungty 
fiuppurthim  in  that  ciuleavur.> 

A%  even  his  opponents  nrged  him  on,  and  pruinieed 
nnsolicltcd  that  they  would  powei-fiiUy  support  him,  it  can 
scarcely  be  wondered  at  that  zi^aloiiiii  friendii,  ton^  before 
hi!  had  entered  oil  hia  term  of  utKi%,  endeavored  to  iii«are 
bim  the  means  which  he  might  be  in  need  of  in  order 
to  Iit^in  the  annexation  policy  inimediately.  E.  C.  Mar- 
aluill  of  Cslifomia,  ]>ro|mscd  on  the  6th  of  Jaminry, 
1853,  a  resolution  intendcj  to  place  tive  or  t«Q  inillion 
dolhir»  at  the  diepo^iU  of  tli<:  pro&idcnt  for  uvcntualitiea 
which  might  oceiir  in  the  furt-ign  alfnire  of  the  Cnlun, 
until  the  meeting  of  the  next  eongre^e.  The  epcvcli  had 
refercnco  esjwcialty  to  Cnlia,  and  Marshall  expresitly  de- 
clared   that    the    resolution   was    meant    to  be  a  vote  of 


■"Wfthwnrd  liul»  io  prtdictinctliW.  nal«t«  w«r  orciril  r«ToIution 
la  CaWihall  ioii^rvpiiw  to  Mtttlv  tli«  cfUfi'tiiiii  !n  anoilier  alin[>v,  the 
v*rj  Srri  aa  nf  Dip  ndninintrailiMi  oi  0«nenil  I'leir^  will  W  to  ivnew 
(lie  nci;"l!nlli>ii!(  n|>i>ii  itii*  Mitijcci,  iid(]  to  prm  Xhvia  forwatil  n  ilU  all 
piwaiblo  f  i)(iif,  til  »  suc<-e»fti1  wnniDatluii.  ADtl  ia  lhl«  cii<lrHVi>r  Ibe 
prealdfrot  will  Imrc  the  cordial,  frnrnc-il,  nnd  almost  unanlmauk  (ii|i. 
port  of  Ibc  Amerifiu  [KOple.  For  our  •>»!»  part,  wo  bUaiilil  be  glad 
to  »» III**  prof^Dt  nd  mill  i»t  rat  ion  nignalixw  iu  rIoi>*  or  priwt^r  hy  an 
Ul  ot  iiieli  Irantpentl^iit  Jmpnrliuice  ttt  th«  I'niled  SlAtea,  nix)  (o 
Mseniial  lo  ihc  pn-Mr^attun  of  ilic  pulilic  t<rmre.  In  our  oplaiiio, 
ooiliin;  liut  an  amieuble  arraBgenieiit  for  ilie  trannfor  of  Cuba  by  pur. 
cliM*  to  tlie  L'oitctI  States — an  nrran^mrnt  ut  «nce  boDoiablo  nnil 
b)<npttr'!nl  W  boili  partle«,  iu»d  contluclve  In  ili*  hlgbcsi  lipgrw  in  tbe 
■  pr»M>rcaii(in  or  pcnc*.  not  only  wiih  !S|mtn.  but  wiili  nil  Uh-  ntbi>r 
pan«(!i  of  Kiir<>|)i>.  can  prnvrnt  ibe  u€o>iiipll!*biM«nl  of  tbe  »iuue  I'lii) 
by  a  bliVHiy  war,  In  wlilcb  bulb  ooiiniiivs  will  »uir«r  larjEcly.  but 
wlilcb  ktIII  prnri>  itft-rly  ruliiiiiut  to  ihe  power  of  Spain."  Prioied  in 
iliP  Kew  Voik  rn^M.^ov.  A  1808. 
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oonfideacc  in  Pierce  and  to  give  exprewlon  to  the  wish  to 
Bee  a  chi4ng«  inade  in  the  toreiga  policy.' 

The  nomination  of  Pierre  Soul^ — a  naturallred  French- 
man  who  WAS  one  of  the  moat  ardent  champione  of  slaverTi 
and  who  placed  a  leading  t>olilical  part  in  Louisiana — aa 
miniater  to  Madrid,  eeemed  to  remove  tlie  la^t  donbta 
which  were  atilt  entertained  hero  and  there  whether 
Pierce  would  fnllill  the  expcctationK  placed  in  him.  Tho 
Xew  Tork  Tri^uns  (April  8)  stated  tiiat  ntilimitcd 
power  to  onter  into  oe^ttiationa  witJi  roepoct  to  tbo  pur- 
chase of  tho  island  had  heen  granted  him.  But  ita 
information  waa  not  correct."  In  the  White  House, 
afTairs  were  treated  more  soberly  and  conaidemtely  than 
l>y  jxilicicinna  and  jonrnalistfi  on  whose  ton^rnes  and  pcna 
the  responeiiiility  of  action  placed  no  cLecIc.  The  inatnic- 
tione  which  Marry  gave  him  on  the  24th  of  Jnly.  1B53, 
had,  aa  to  the  main  qneation.  a  rather  uncertain  charnoter. 
The  assurance  that  the  United  Stnt««  would  du  nutliing  to 
disturb  the  present  connection  of  Cuba  with'Sjinin  was 
joined  with  the  condition,  that  its  futtire  enfety  woald  not 
be  imperilled  by  an  ntteration  of  tho  character  of  that 
connection.  What  alterations  the  secretary  of  stat©  had 
in  Tit) w  WM  intimated  by  the  remarlid  that  the  United 
States  wonld  very  much  dialike  to  »ee  Spain  make  aso  of 
the  asaislance  of  other  powere  to  a&aert  ita  aupreinacyorcr 
the  island,  and  by  the  inatractions  to  Sonl^  to  inform  him< 
aelf  how  far  England  and  France  urged  Spain  to  make 
ohangeR  in  respect  to  slavery.     An  emphatic  repulse  of 

<  "The  reaolntiOD  which  I  pcopoM  to  Introduce  «Ul  annouocrtotbe 
incoming  ailmtnlmrUioo  our  pvrfoet  cunAdi-iica  in  it    .    .         Ii  ts 
nfferpil  ooi  ua  n  war  m*it»ar«.  but  simpljr  implies  ibat  ft  ohan^c  of 
pcflli-y  in  ilcHin-<l,  hihI  llial  llie  executW«  will    ban-   Ihtt  •Itppntt,  ti»' 
tuveel  nnd  uttrrtiwl  tupimrt  of  cob  grail "    Cungr,  OIoIm,  9d  Saa^j 
S3d  C'liiitr,  App.  pit. 

*  flke.  Fim  Bl^'ui  of  ibe  Cirll  War.  p.  ITI. 
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the  BQepieion  that  tlic  eevcrancc  of  the  island  w&a  favoi'ed 
bj  tLe  Uiiitud  Statvs,  wais  ufiKOt  by  the  claim  that,  within 
a  sLort  timu,  Cuba  would,  iu  one  vray  or  another,  ceiwe  to 
be  a  SpimisU  posau^siou  and  that  the  eeparatiou  would  in 
all  probubilitj  be  a  forcible  one.  This  was  the  fouudation 
I'or  the  frioudly  advice  voluutariljr  to  sever  the  bonds 
which  united  It  to  ihu  :notlier  country.  But  the  decUra* 
UoD  that  the  Uuited  Slates  would  be  readv  to  promote 
6UC'h  a  sftlletuent  of  the  question  by  aoinething  luure  eub- 
etaotial  tbau  iU  good  will  must  have  been  looked  upou  hy 
SptUD,  witbbut  its  exposiug  itself  to  the  reproach  of  a 
morbid  di8trDat,ag  averj  noticeable  inlerrogntion  mark, 
after  the  proiniso  of  absolute  possinty  before  mode  in  rc- 
»pcet  to  the  revotationary  desires  of  the  Cubans.  All  this 
Soul^  was  to  i&tiinate  to  Spain  only  very  «arufully  and  in 
Mich  a  manner  ua  uut  to  ufiuiid  iU;  feelings.  The  power  to 
euter  into  negotiations  for  the  eale  uf  the  ial&nd  wa« 
expressly  withheld  from  him.  bnt  only  for  the  present  and 
because  such  negotiations  had  no  prospect  of  kuccms.^ 

The  administration,  tlterefore,  by  no  means  discouraged 
tlie  wishes  of  the  amieiationists.  It  ouly  wii  red  to  oper- 
ate with  great  caution,  because  it  rightly  measured  tlie 
enormous  difficulties  wiiieh  stood  in  the  wny  of  their 
realization.  But  these  difficulties  were  iu  part  of  such  a 
nature,  that  the  end  could  never  be  approachod  one  step 
acarer  by  this  cautioae,  tentative  pruocss.  Of  thits  people 
soon  became  convinced,  and  one  of  those  cpitMHlo*  which 
the  eitiited  feeling  of  the  Sjifuiii^h  authorities  in  Cuba 
uuvex  allowed  to  be  wanting,  was  the  wiAlied  for  incentive 


'  "  ,  .  It  It  Bcansely  eipecled  that  yua  will  find  Spain,  ibnuld 
7DI1  ill»inpt  to  sBc«nala  liar  tIcwh  upoo  th&  bqUJocL,  ai  all  Inclined  ta 
•Dtrr  ioto  •uoh  aDcgotinlioD.  ...  In  tlio  pivMiDt  oapeci  of  t lie 
CMe  Uic  prealdeni  does  not  deem  11  proper  to  autliorliLe  you  u>  Ditkfl 
utf  propuiliioD  Tor  tbo  parebw«  ortbat  ialiuid." 
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to   the  pureuit  of  the  matter  witb   greater  energy  and 
deipntcl). 

On  ilie  10th  of  March,  1854,  the  Konee  of  represent*^ 
tivcs  ndopted  a  reeolution  introduced  by  Philippg  of  Alo- 
tisina,  which  asked  tlie  president  for  iDforniRtion  relative 
to  the  violence  done  to  the  American  ship  Black  Warrior, 
in  HRvana,  and  conoeriiing  otlier  indignities  offered  tlic 
United  Stilted  af  whidi  the  Spanish  anthoritica  in  CahA 
had  been  guilty.'  The  piipere  of  the  Black  Warrior 
recited  thut  it  sailed,  under  balloet  via  Havana  from 
Mohile  to  New  Vurk.  The  cnatom  houee  officials,  how- 
ever, found  eotne  hundreds  of  boles  of  oatton  on  hoard, 
and  therefore  declared  tbe  cargo  confiscate.  The  rcinon* 
straooes  of  the  captain  n-ere  fruitless,  and  he  betook  bim> 
self  ndth  the  American  flag  on  board  the  United  Stales 
ship,  Fulton,  and  left  his  own  ship  in  the  bands  of  the 
Spanish  authorities.  The  latter  had  the  letter  of  the  law 
in  their  favor,  and  hence,  at  drat  bitieh,  the  complaint 
of  the  captain  and  still  more  tbc  passion  with  which  the 
boose  of  represcntalives  and  the  press  took  up  tlie  matter, 
soented  entirclj  nnwarrAntod.  But  it  w&fi  an  old  custom, 
geiiei-nlijr  not  oLjcvtcd  to,  fur  ships  which  touched  Havana 
without  wishing  to  unlomi  tlitTo,  to  carry  sti(!h  untrue 
bilU  of  lading,  pmvidcd  that  for  a  ptrt  of  tJie  ballaAt, 
heavy  mervhaudise  in  no  large  ctiiantities,  was  sulwri- 
tatcd.  Moreover,  it  bad  hiilierto  been  permitted  to 
rectify  incorrect  dectiii~<itIoiis  within  twelve  huiirs.  Cup- 
tain  Bullock  had  wanted  to  do  this  before  the  time  lixod 
had  ek[)sed.  but  was  given  to  understand  tltat,  fu  accord- 
ance  with  n  new  provision  wbich,  it  was  said,  had  not 
yet  been  irifule  public,  this  favor  should  no  longer  be  shown 
to  any  jne.  There  was,  tticrofore,  no  ground  for  tite 
AMtimption  tliat  CaptAin  Bullock  had  not  acted  bona  tide, 

'  Congr.  UloU,  1st  8m*.,  SSd  Congr.,  {l  SOL. 
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and  the  SiNinish  antliorities  hnd,  to  nay  the  Icnst,  alioWD 
lliuiiiMilvtMi  liir  iwva  liUeritl  or  ncvomniodatlng.  But  as 
itiiB  wuK  hv  au  munna  the  &nt  inaUnoe  of  the  kind,  aad 
the  oUIiDft  of  tlie  Uuitetl  SUiIun  us  a  rule,  had  ao  result 
liut  tu  bo  ^ent  fn>i(i  Madrid  lu  ItHvaiia  and  from  Ilftd'ann 
to  MudriJj  thti  WIU'I' wad  wiu-rant«d  that,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  wliolo  j)roccdure  against  the  Black  TtV'arrior,  laj  the 
wi^li,  from  a  &ale  place  Co  tnuke  a  right  sensitive  pettv 
UiruH  lit  a  drenilod  and  hated  neighbor.  Bat  when  the 
alTair  wiie  swollen  to  the  dimcssiona  of  a  grent  jtolitical 
qneetion,  which,  ander  ccrtuin  circtiiii stances,  might  lend 
to  war,  the  ouly  explaiialioii  of  the  fact  w«a  to  be  found 
in  tUid,  that  an  uccll^iull  was  sought  to  be  able  to  oxer- 
cue  &i>  great  a  j)ru&aure  upon  S[>ain  thai  it  would  letid  a 
more  willing  ear  to  the  wiahee  of  the  United  Stalee  with 
re«ppct  to  Ciibn,  In  onler  to  avert  greater  evils. 

On  the  15th  of  ]i[nn:h.  Pierce  answered  ttic  rusolutioit 
of  the  house  of  repre^ntativea  with  a  me«»Hj^  *  wliich, 
lu  accordance  with  the  concludinj^  ^t'litence  of  the  resolu- 
tiou,  treiiteU  nul  only  of  tbo  Blat-k  Warrior  affair,  but  of 
the  rclatioD«  with  Spain^  in  general.  The  president  stated 
in  ft  sharp  and  even  exaggerated  manner  *  that  the  >S|>an- 

■  On«  nf  till*  t)«wl  fanndei]  eomplslnts  of  the  UnilMl  Sutm  was  that 
lti«  |Mw«rst>rUia  Cuban  aullioriilM  BUfflfAd  lo  bhnic  ftbout  tlie  ino^i 
UmaU-RinsdifTercacea.  but  ttial  wlien  DuilEfkctlon  wu  ilemantliMl  uT 
tii«in  the}' could  klwsys  Inintnoti  ili«iii«iilfo«  belilod  iboir  waot  of 
|MW«r.  Tb«  capiain  general  did  aol  liav*  Ui*  rigbt  liolcl  olDciol,  bat 
Oaljr  so  lu  apMik  ulllclnua  diplomatic  Iniercour*^ 

•SUile^tinio'K  Mnn..  III.,  [i])  !^(I14.  COIK. 

■  IIo  A|.i-dk«  of  '•  ibaullA  l»  the  iiuliouul  tU/:."  OidtllnKS  t>enin«iitlf 
BORWiT^il  hr  a»kio^;  ""flvntlerneti  of  tl)«  hpime  of  rflprpupnlnlivMi. 
hu  IhU  iiBiiun  piickelcd  ineulUT  Wb«re — vtiure  are  the  ivprPM>nlii- 
iW^sof  Uilg  a«iiiiDi  wlivro  b  th«  former  «xccuiIt«  who  ban  pockvlnl 
au  lD»utl  rnim  $|jalo— tlial  inert  Mid  lU-c-iiyiMl  goveiiinieul*  Vr'll»n 
BiHl  wliere.  uir,  bu  Iha  Amori«*o  tlnp  bAon  Insullod  by  S|tNin  T  On 
wiMt  »CL-ttl(N)^  What  ofllref  at*  tliis  i^nTuriimenl  baa  demean  oil  lilm- 
sell'  a*  ao  uDvurlby  ihw  nnaiB  otma  Anitiriciiucitlzeut— and  nben  did 
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ieh  untlioritica  in  CubA,  in  the  jcturs  Ib&t  past,  had  given 
the  Uuitcd  Staleft  I'retiueul  grouud  of  aHi)(iliiiiit,  and 
piYitniaed  as  eoun  a»  p<:>s^ible,  tu  Uy  tlie  currei^pnndeiice 
rolatiiig  to  the  matter,  befure  coogn^as.  Fniin  thv  fact 
that  satisfaction  had  thue  far  been  euiighl  in  vain  ia 
Madrid,  he  inferred  that  no  boiter  auccvM  coutd  be 
expected  in  thi»  ca&e.  But  considering  the  geo^niphical 
situation  of  Cuba,  and  ite  fclatioua  to  the  ooiaiiierciHl  and 
other  internets  of  the  Union,  with  audi  a  [Xtlicy  tnunacing 
alike  to  the  honor  and  socnritj  of  the  United  States,  peace 
could  not  long  be  pi-e^rved.  Hereupuu  followed  tho 
annciincomcnt  that  if  the  tneosure*  taken  for  the  peaoeable 
Bcttlcuicnt  of  the  ditticnitivg  did  not  lead  to  the  Oesired 
end,  he  voald  not  licsiiato  to  aee  t)»  tncaiie  which  (WD< 
gruas  would  grant  him  tu  ubtsin  aatisfat'liim  for  the 
injnHtice  already  ttullered  and  to  prutcct  the  htmur  of  the 
cuantry.  Tho  mesMige  thun  cIu&L-d  hy  calling  for  the 
adoption  of  tlic  provisional  meaaures  which  the  Bitiiation 
demanduil. 

£ven  drops  fill  np  a  glass  eo  tliat  at  Inat  it  oporfiowa, 
but  tile  adminititration,  congress  and  the  people  won;  rery 
far  removed  from  iK-ing  eu  overjiou'ered  by  |tiL->t«ion  that 
they  eunid  in  hiineot  bliiidnese  look  Dpon  a  ca&u  in  which 
all  Spain  neodod  was  Co  refer  tu  its  laws,  aa  siitllcient 
ground  for  a  breach  beiuxien  the  two  coontrice.  It  vaa 
evident  Uiat  a  pretext  wa«  ^>iight  for,  and  the  real  reaflon 
of  tide  provoking  and  tlirenti-ning  langnage  was  tlioee 
'^other  intereeta"  and  the  ailogod  menaced  eitcurily  of  the 
country,  that  is.  aa  Gtddinge  imniediatcty  ai^id,  with  dts- 
agieeublv  plainncM,  the  i!<lavchulding  interet<t  and  tlic  fear 
that  Spain  cntertainul  iduu  ul'einuiieiimtion.    The  ufHcial 


Ibl8  irovornmrnl  tli  alleal  aodvt  tlie  Insult  [rom  tlis  f^iululue  inqjai^y 
of  Spaiu — lti*l  w«ftk    util   powwrlcM   IciDgdomt"     Caagr.  Ulobe,  IM 
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■pg^BxagiioQ  uf  tliiH  tituluinoDt  Koou  oame.  A  now  itietnic- 
doa  of  April  3d  ^raiilud  buulu  pnwer  to  enter  into  nf^ti- 
atioDS  IcMiUiog  towards  tUe  indeperid«ucG  of  Cuba  as  well 
as  towards  die  puKdtaiiti  of  tlie  ieland,  and  us  a  rcueon 
tlieretbf  it  was  stated  that  Spin  wae  alleged  I')  be  coneid- 
ering  tlie  introduction  of  a  new  fiystein  of  labor,  Tcbicb  afi 
people  expressed  tliemeelvee  in  the  United  States,  woold 
lead  to  the  AfricaniziitioD  of  the  island.* 


■"Th*  DflMtUed  condirioD  of  political  afTsirs  in  ap«ia.  and  the 
troutilM  wliicb  amy  nH«M  in  tlif  iwluU  of  Cutw.  Ouin  Ui»  experiinrat 
anw  making;  lo  iDinxIttce  u  new  sysiem  for  suplylag  ih«  deniHii*!  for 
■{jriinillural  labor. arc  ht- r«  rujciirtleil  an  circunsliuiCvJ  wliiclinmy  i>])cn 
way  to  Ute  ac^ompliBbineDt  of  the  ott|ect  m>  mudi  detiiTed  1^  tbe 
United  HtatM. 

"la  view  of  ilie  coDltngeQcies  which  may  orl&e,  ihe  president  has 
dMinM  it  |>fii|wr  lliat  yuu  ti)iou)i1  b«  fiiniUliu*!  nilfa  full  puvrer  to 
entvr  iDl»  u  conveniimi  or  treaty  for  th«  purctiaso  of  Culia.  ,  .  The 
cluuiKf  of  ixiliry  in  OiitM,  pHriirnlorly  la  rogard  to  »upiilyiii|^  the  ilo- 
m&ud  fur  ftgricnliurul  Uittor.  has  incTeaud  dlsmotent  ud  crcnied 
alarm  ain nog  the  peopk-  of  ilint  Ulukd,  and  iuad«  tlinin  more  averae 
UillwcoDiinunDC*  of  ^^panisli  rulo,  an^  umrn  willing  to oam«  under 
the  protM-iioo  of  the  United  States.  .  .  .  TboUKb  tbe  pride  of  Spain 
mijhl  revolt  nt  UiR  |)ro|icisitioo  to  scrll  tho  i»1aDd  of  Cuba  to  a  furel)^ 
power.  It  baa  twen  suggesied  Ibai  fthe  might  be  Induced  locoBseut  lo 
iU  Indei^vndrncc,  and  that  the  Uotted  Stales  nttght  exMOtially  cod- 
tllbuio  to  HUi'ti  a  re&olt. 

**  1  biivw  in  tlio  foregoing  remarke  all  nd^  to  a  chanf^  in  the  syMem 
otsupi)lyIu](  ibe  demand  for  lalxtr  in  tlic  Uliiad  of  Cuba.  If  ouy  nticli 
clmoKv  liM>  Wen  mii>h»,  or  ia  is  cunieiuplaiiun,  it  is  not  only  koun-n  to. 
bm  must  liave  been  aiiprored  by,  her  ('atholic  Ittajesty'a  goTcrnmititi 
atUadrld. 

"Tbe  (larllcDlar  fnaiurM  of  tha.ayat^in  are  not  horo  undirrttood. 
What  inroi-uiNlioo  we  hivTe  oo  the  titibjeci,  ia  derived  frtiui  Uie  practical 
devetotim«<ni  of  lu  You  are  dirwicdio  arall  ymirvclf  of  yoiiriKMitioo 
t»asr«n»iii  a«  far  Be  pnicOcatile,  the  delalU  of  this  new  system,  and 
cOQiaiuoi<:nli;  Ih^in  lo  your  f^orcrotnenL  Voti  vvf:  fuinisbrd  in  your 
i out Tuc( limn,  wllb  tlie  pn^ildeiil's  vlewa  of  ilie  apiiieniioe  synrent  If 
ll  aliould  111)  gono  tnio  eitenxinily,  nmi  carri(>'t  out  in  gDoil  fnitb.  it 
will  iudvLiably  AlHcanlxe  the  island.  If  such  be  roaily  intendt^  by 
tipnin,  ilie  ituiibl  to  l>e  wilUiiK  in  aion-  it  Tli«  •ooner  il  i»  known 
hvre  lu  t>o  bcr  aeltled  policy,  the  heHet   for  all  conoerned."    Exec- 


On  the  highway  of  "finftlitj"  and  the  MtahlishmenI 
of  eternal  peace,  1>j  the  great  principles  of  non-interven- 
tion and  fe^iuatter  sovereigutjr,  a  point  had  now  heeo 
reaichcd  at  which  a  pre^ideut  and  eecrcury  of  stato  from 
the  free  stutes  wished  to  purchase  the  indepetidenoe  or 
the  poss«£»iun  of  Cuba,  confcescdl;  in  the  intercuts  of  tbo 
sl&vocracy.  This  was  ccTtainljr  a  ^eaC  vmy  from  the 
introdnctory  sontcnecB  of  the  Declaration  of  Iiidej^endence, 
and  yet  the  radicab  of  the  eoutbcm  slatee  were  for  I'rutn 
heitig  eatiirficd, 

Tlie  lutfisago  of  the  15th  of  March  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  nlliiir».  Two  members  of  it.  Cling, 
man  of  Nortli  Carolina,  and  Judgo  Perkins  of  Jjouisiaoa, 
concerted  together  to  move  a  resoiatioa  placing  ten 
millions  of  doUarB  at  the  disposal  of  the  president,  em- 
powering him  to  eiiiploj  the  uriny  and  nnvj-  and  author> 
izing  H  levy  of  &0,Q0(>  voltmteen.  Clinginnn  relates  ttial 
he  dei^ire<l  a  war,  becnnse  he  saw  in  it  the  only  means, 
to  prevent  the  diaeolution  of  the  Union  or  a  civil  war. 
Contrary  to  his  advice,  Terkins  communicated  the  design 
to  Uie  adnnni&tl-ation  bcfure  tho  projio^al  was  made  ia 
coniiiiittee.  Not  only  did  Pierce  ami  Mtin-y  cmphatio- 
ally  reject  tho  idea,  but  even  Jv;Hurt«im  Duvis  wuuld  not 
listen  to  such  a  project,  and  on  their  argent  nprt^enta. 
tloDS  the  two  luilApiirii  lot  the  inntter  drop.  > 

In  the  senate,  midvll  endeavored  to  secure  the  separ*' 
tion  of  Ctibu  frum  Spain,  in  another  manner  loss  ubjiW' 
tionable  as  to  fona,  hut  just  as  safe,  whicli  lio  of  conne 

Doe..  3d  8mi.,  83d  Cbngr..  Vol,  X.  No.  W,  pp.  80.  81. 8S.— In  nLai  pw- 

flcraph  at  ibe  maiUlaUwa  the  l«Bi)en  of  ibc  purl;  nlmMltl  cUIiomI 
lu  liold  Id  evorjlblog  to  tie  priwipln  of  t,ukx  nmslrucii'm.  iliKcoTPjvd 
tlie  iH>w«f  la  pUKliaae  Ui9  Uiclep«adoDC«  nr  &  foreign  kIeib,  it  la  difll. 
OUlt  to  M«- 

■  ^rlvcUoata  from  Ibe  speecbaa  and  wrJttng*  of  tli»  Utw.  Th.  L. 
Cllngmaa,  iv-  '''-^  ^^ 
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consMcred  only  a*  a  preliminary  step  towards  BnncxatioiL 
Oo  tlie  Ist  of  M»v,  he  niade  a  motion  to  charge  tbe 
committee  ou  foreign  atlaii'S  to  take  into  consideration, 
\rlit;tlier  It  was  expedient  to  authorize  tbe  presideat  to 
su^poiid  the  nentriility  laws  for  twelve  inonth^,  wlien  eon- 
gre»»  v,'gA  not  in  sest^ion.'  In  deteiKiing  the  motion,  he 
l>egnn  with  tJie  frank  avowal  that,  epite  of  tlio  harmless 
fonn  in  which  it  appeared,  it  was  not  to  be  lookwl  upon 
ns  a  mere  fonnality;  in  hia  opinion  it  ahonld  oonitituto 
tUe  bui*  of  prompt  and  thorough  legislative  measures. 
Tlie  rensoua  iwsigocd  for  it  were  that  Spain,  nrgcd  on  by 
England  and  with  the  ji^sont  of  France,  was  bt-rit  upon  the 
Africanization  of  Cuba,*  and  thift  aseertioii  was  siipi^iorled 
c«peciatly  by  a  report  of  the  former  embassador  in 
Madrid,  Barreii^r,  of  the  14th  of  December.  1852,' 
and  a  decree  of  captain -general  de  la  Pvzuela,  of  the  ISth 
of  Jauuarr,  1S54,  in  which  the  authorities  of  the  island 
were  i-e<]i)irud  to  send  !□  opinions  as  to  whether  the  im- 
portation of  "Afrifiin  apprentices"  was  to  bo  rceom- 
mcndwl,*  The  object  of  Africanization  by  the  importation 
of  half  slnves  and  at  last  by  the  emancipation  of  sl&vee, 
was  to  cn-atc  an  impaesablo  gulf  between  Cuba  and  the 


'Congr.  Ololie,  1st  Sobs.,  Sad  Cxtagr.,  p.  1081. 

*■'[  tiM  itiii  won]  (u>  AfHrjuji/»  (.'ulm),  ikjI  for  tlio  rciuou  that  It 
ku  l>ecrtiM6  ft>»lti>iDnli]«.  tut  ttw>auBe  it  plainly  coDveya,  W  my  mind,  «t 
IriM.  wiilii'Ul  iiFrijilirasid,  t>i«  c'laijilrx  IiIi'A-i  of  vmsiicip&tlou.coalls- 
CB'laa,  plllnj^.  munler,  d&vastattoo.  Biid  barbu-iBDi."    1.  0. 

* "  It  ii  «tid  tliHt  M  «  ImI  rcwrl  lo  it*  (Cuba)  Ailliog  into  llie  power 
of  Um  Collet)  State*,  or  bocomlng  a  (Tm  Independent  state  by  revulu- 
tiM.lMtPt  o.iloi'  bdrA  boon  ijt*u«d  lo  omnnripntn  iho  cUtpjl.  uti<I  plikce 
anna  In  tli^ir  ItKods  for  tbe  malntaoaDce  of  iheir  owu  rule,  and  nutber- 
ity  in  ihn  Ulniiil.  tad  (bat  tb«tru«  T«a«on  ofth*  m-fiit  iucr^aM  or  Iba 
ttiiveir*4»in  that  Isliinil, j«  vlnUtlnn  of  piihHc  trcaliea  [Ii*  rnp^utvd 
iia  u  niiKK-  ill  ibd  public  iitvt»  irf  Bjiain.  Uiat  Cutm  muHt  alw&ya  be 
flllber  ■  Sp«iilsH  or  Aflrkan  •-"     lb .  p.  IIMS. 

*  Wbai  not-J  WM  used  lo  Ui«  Spanish  orlgiaat  I  an  not  nbk  to eay. 
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ITaited  States.  To  prevent  tbis,  all  that  'wna  needed  was 
to  give  the  president  tfae  authority  a«ked  for,  for  a&  SOOQ 
aa  the  fetterB  were  Btriick  from  tlio  Hrine  of  tlie  Auiericati 
people,  the  Cahan  patriots  would  be  strong  snoagh  to 
break  the  Spnni»h  yoke.' 

On  the  16tli  of  May,  MuIIyrj  of  Florida,  moved  a  roso- 
lutioi)  in  tli(<  senate  wblch  conteuiplalud  tig  defiuito  actloo 
of  any  kind,  but  uiily  declared  that  the  Africaiiiattion  ot 
Cuba  whieh  bad  been  begnii,  and  which  would  lead  to  a 
ropetitiuii  uf  tlio  borrorti  of  Sau  DuiDiiigo,  was  irroconcila> 
ble  with  vital  iiitt-reBts  of  the  United  States.' 

Marcy,  SHdoll  and  Mallory  ftj,'rc«il  that  the  AfricauiiMtiyn 
of  Cuba  wa«  going  on,  and  eoald  not  be  euflered  by  the 
United  State«,  What  they  said  aboot  the  innnDor  iu 
wliicli  the  intJUstron&  prujeet  wu»  to  be  executed,  od  the 
otbur  hand,  vtoA  very  vague  and  t<careely  oon^iKlent;  the 
KCurelary  of  etate  even  etuted  tlint  the  udiuinitftratioa  had 
no  clear  idea  of  the  "  ayBteiii  "  by  which  t]n;y  wtire  so 
much  diKijnit'tud.    Spile  of  the  emjdmsis  with  which  tbete 

■  "SliKll  wo  remain  jmstive  spectiiiora  until  (be  Talal  blow  1ibj>  been 
aiTui^k.  <)i  aliitll  wa  u  unco  pul  uumlvM  in  an  kiUmda  la  reii«l  aoA 
avert  it  T  i  countcl  Delther  oegoiiailan  nor  remanMrancti  on  Uiis  toU 
}Mt;  we  bavo  Itrn  KiuiKtjr  In  our  hanil*;  it  is  thnt  indJcnled  tu  Ui« 
rMfilulSnti  wbtcti  1  bave  submlUed.  Arm  tbe  president  wtUi  the 
ilniple  powi>r  lo  unt'Hivi-  iti*  limlM  iif  t>ur  pM)pi«,  «n<l  ilip  goTPrnmeui 
will  have  no  oceulon  to  pul  forlh  tb6  eacrgl»<  «r  tlie  tintloa;  inill. 
Tldual  eat«rpHM  and  llboralliy  will  at  owe  fiu-niiili  the  tiirn  and 
UiB  naifrlul  ibai  will  »aBbk<  ihH  nnilm  population  or  Cuba  lo  «bake 
off  the  j'otto  uf  their  tratut-Alluutic  lyranlti. 

"  1  itftiire  no  moveinoni  od  tbr  purl  of  our  ntlzena,  tmlll  th<«  (*ulinna 
■ball  linvn  pul  Ihoir  «wo  ibnuliton  lo  ilie  whiwt  -  .  .  Uno  itilog 
ifl  certain,  that  in  ^pUe  a(  ull  four  ataluiea,  your  uoJIectorti,  jour  inar< 
■bala.  yotir  umy  ami  navy,  if  the  revolutloaary  ttanilanl  be  onea 
hoUteiJ  in  Cnba,  and  mainuinwl  Tor  *  Tew  diort  weeka,  ao  aittniBlMra' 
tioo  can  preTcsl  our  citiZMVB  ruililnir  lo  lli«  iykuo  ia  lucb  nnuWis 
aawlll  awiire  Ita  irtnupb— «  D«iuiii.-rntiL'  pn-«i<IPDi  wnnid  oot  desire 
to  do  it.-    Ci^iigr.  Olobe,  M  Smb.,  83d  Congr.,  pp.  1W»,  IVSi. 

*  Ib^  p.  UM. 
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fcan  were  expreaaed,  sceptical  satiirei  might  therefore, 
ilouht  ulietlier  the  reneoniDg  of  these  gentlemen  wns  Iwsecl 
on  fnett  or  on  imAgi  nation,  if  not  on  a  fiction.  So  long 
u  Buch  doijht«  were  given  ntterancc  to  only  in  the  oppo»- 
Jng  cntnp,  thcj  did  not  demand  anj  speeinl  attention; 
tliej  conid  be  diemiteed  with  a  few  phi-asce  on  the  fnniit- 
Ical  spirit  of  party  whicli  had  no  consideration  for  any- 
Ibing  so  long  a«  it  oould  JcaI  a  blow  at  the  ^Inveliolding 
interest.  But  u  one  of  die  mo»t  distiTiguiflR-d  and  beet 
informed  etatestoen  of  the  south  cUimed  with  great 
decision.  th»t  Spain  did  not  contcnipUte  tlie  Africaniza- 
tion of  Cuba,  it  was  certain  that  the  uortli  could  not  be 
Alftrmed  by  mere  assertioiia  to  such  a  degree  as  to  allow 
itself  to  be  incon»Iderately  dniwn  into  a  policy  of  advent* 
ure  vliich  would  have  incak-ulahle  eoneoqiicneee.  Clay 
n«8erle<.l  that  the  decree  of  the  captAtn-generAl  which  he 
hwl  read  in  the  Diario  d«  la  Marina  of  the  12th  of 
May.  did  not  speak  of  Africans  at  all,  hot  only  of 
Spaniards,  Chinese,  Coolies  and  Indians  from  Tncntan.^ 
Spain  andcntood  itft  intcruGta  tou  well  and  had  them 
too  mnch  at  heart  for  it,  eiinply  to  commit  a  tort 
against  the  United  States,  to  At'r!r»ntzc  Ciilia  by  the 
emancifintion  of  the  slaves.  The  plcaeiiro  wuutd  be  pur- 
chased too  dearly,  since  it  could  get  a  hundred  million  for 
the  island.  Considering  the  financial  condition  of  the 
oonntry,  that  was  a  sum  which  cirnM  not  be  gacriticeil 
without  oompensatioQ,  in  onler  to  annoy  a  disfi^reeable 
neighbor.  But  the  revenues  which  the  state  drew  from 
the  {eland  were  not  even  the   most  material  interest  of 

'  Tbe  very  (I«to  com)xi1*  us  to  tutumo  thnl  Slidoll  ■oil  C^ny ton  ipoko 
of  T«ry  dlffereut  litlni;^.  tlie  roriuei'  of  an  order  In  wblcb  iofartnotloii 
WM  Mk*t\  ani]  111*  lullof  ot  a  »ubMC|ii«nt  d«CT««.  As  I  faav*  not  bi^i>n 
M»  to  procure  ilie  Cuban  jouniitU,  I  un  uDrailunRlel^*  not  In  ncondl- 
tloa  to  mult"  tliis poiul  clMr.  Ii  in  lurtiriHing  Itint CUytuus  nUMiiton 
wunot  c&llwl  b/  Slidell  toihe  mi^fulie 
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Spain  in  ite  poesesBion.  It  held  to  it  mnch  more  tena- 
cioDsly  because  Caba  was  the  wheat  market  of  the  Spanish 
landowners  which  they  insured  to  themselres  by  imposing 
a  burthen  of  ten  dollars  per  barrel  on  foreign  flonr. ' 
AV'hen  Benjamin  of  Louisiana  in  opposition  to  these 
weighty  arguments  repeated  "the  old  assertion  and  intensi- 
litid  it  by  saying  that  there  was  question  not  only  of  a 
jiruject  but  that  that  project  was  already  in  process  of 
execution,  Clayton  granted  that  Spain  would,  unquestion- 
ably, in  one  case,  break  the  chains  of  slavery:  if  it  became 
convinced  that  it  could  not  hold  the  island  against  Amer- 
ican filibusters.* 

Uallory  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  Cuba  conld  not  be 
purchased,  but  he  inferred  therefrom  that  a  policy  should 
be  entered  upon  without  delay  which  by  some  other  road 
would  lead  to  the  acquisition  of  Cuba.'  If  this  view  was 
the  prevailing  one  in  the  circle  of  the  annexationists, 
Clayton's  unassailable  argument  amounted  to  this,  that 
the  danger  of  Airicanization  was  not  the  cause  but  the 
consequence  of  the  craving  for  annexation.  Considering 
the  roi'klessiiess  with  which  this  craving  manifested  itself 
every  <lny,  it  required  an  miueual  degree  of  aiidMcity  to 
assert,  witli  a  serious  countenance,  that  the  United  States 
stood  entirely  on  the  defensive.  The  Eicliniond  Enquirer 
immediately  demanded  that  it  should  employ  the  fi-eedom 
of  action  it  had  acquired  by  the  settlement  of  the  Kansas 
question,  to  break  entirely  with  Spiin.  It  frankly  said 
tlint  the  lUack  "Warrior  atfair  was  an  opportunity  which 
f^Iiuuld  be  turned  to  account,  announced  that  the  president 

'  Congr.  Globe,  Isi  Sess.,  SSrd  Congr..  p.  1258. 

*Ib,  ijp.  I'iSJS.  1200. 

*Ib..p.  12G0.  Hesays:  "  So  long  as  Spain  bus  a  stable  ^rornment, 
a  pi-oi»i>iiioQ  to  »ell  Cuba  would  hurl  an)'  mioiBtr^',  aye,  uir,  any 
dynusiy,  from  power." 
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ttiod  firuily  hj  tliQ  loutli,  uni  strongly  urged  congress  to 
do  iu  diitv:  it  might  easily  !iappi;ii  that  wliat  \v»i  duw  let 
slip  cuuld  nerer  ugain  bo  retrieved,  and  hence  the  south 
would  siiflVr  no  tiikewnrmiieM  and  still  less  op|»o8ition.' 
With  tlic  utmost  open -hear  tedncRS,  the  £.'?i-ytiirar  stated 
furllier  that  the  Blavocraoy  made  tliese  demands,  and 
mast  make  tliom,  becntise  its  existence  dcpeudcd  upon  the 
Btrcngilifning  and  extoneion  of  its  power.  Id  its  coinppo- 
itiifein^  rntiikncss,  it  went  so  tar  &fi  to  confess  that  even  in 
tlio  event  of  the  diernption  of  the  Union,  the  annexation 
of  Culiu  was  an  aUwIuto  necessity.' 


*  "Nnw  that  coDfKSS  t*  ilnlivtrcit  nf  tlie  N»t>riuk&  bHt,  IL«  countr; 
will  tttpfioi  [tminpl  scUna  in  iv^nrd  to  oar  (liOlcultivii  with  S|ialD. 
TUe  tifttore  trf*  lln-sc  difflcuUies  is  nucli  u  tu  ullow  aeifli«r  of  d«U^  dot 
Ittnktilj  in  their  Irealmeot.  .  .  .  Of  Ihe  («int)eruiil(li'tiTiiiinatioB 
tif  Ibe  rsecnilre  UiCK  la  so  donbt  The  BOininiamiloD  hn;  nlrend; 
)Ddic«tml  iu  pohc;  in  lh«  prestd^fnl's  cnci^ciic  iiii>MitK;v  rcaiivcUng 
lh«  Black  Wurlnr  affair.  Tlio  wiuih  may  rupoM"  Imitllplicoufldence 
}&  Mr.  H*rce;  be  is  wilL  ii»-  Wtijr  is  coogrees  to  tnckwarrt  stid 
tlinldl  Arc  gravp  H;ii!iii>r»  BO  tnimnii;!r<]  hy  irmlitional  ntiliiios  «f 
cnnwrvsliam  (lint  thev  nra  iDCnpahle of  i;rti§iiliiK  Ibe  full  Blfniflcance 
of  lb*  criiUT  While  thpy  dtrze  is  lb«ir  tcali  nail  droam  of  olMo)el« 
cotiTeu(luoalltl««.  tba  irreparable  vi-ong  may  be  conauminnie<l.  and 
CuIm  b>  liMt  fiifovor. 

"The  people  nf  Uie  eoQili  are  not  so  blind  or  so  ai>atbetlc.  Th«7 
•W  lh»  oiiporiunily.  and  they  expert  tlii'ir  ntiirruinitallvtw  10  wiie 
■ad  turn  it  Into  accniinL  Th»y  will  lolorntc  nn  luk^^wnrmn^M.  much 
leaa  oppntltion.  in  carrying  out  lli«  ichcini;  for  \hf  aniieKailim  of 
Cuba."     Printed  Id  ibe  N.  T.  Tributit  of  May  29.  1M< 

»"Oar  vl«fU'  of  iho  policy  of  thU  maanuto,  as  of  *v*ry  Other,  ii 
determined  by  ihe  iwramouot  and  oontrolliDg  oooslderailoa  of  soutit* 
ere  ioivtvuu.  IiisbvcauKO  wd  voiifiiler  (he  actjuifiitinii]  nf  Cuba  a* 
ecMnlial  In  the  atnUlily  of  the  aysl«m  offllaTory,  and  lo  the  J119I 
aKt>ni1cocy  of  Ibe  soiiib,  Uiul  we  cnoisent  to  forejro  our  bahiioal  r«- 
puptaaoe  lu  |mll(lral  cliaago,  aod  lo  itdvocale  a  measure  of  such  vnsi, 
and.  In  wmc  reuiircu,  uncertain  conncquDncca  TIk!  only  piualble 
way  In  wliicb  ihe  soiiHi  tan  indemolft  liwlf  for  lis  couceislnni  to  Ibe 
nnit 'Iiivfry  fiinaiiciiuii,  )»  hy  tho  a^qui*ltioD  of  tltirn  f«<rriinrr.  .  . 
\Ti-  loitrl  rciDfotce  the  jWHerfl  of  alurery  iib  an  elein«ui  of  |wljtlcal 
coutrtil,  and  this  can  uu^  be  tlnne  by  tlie  luiiuticutiiin  of  Cuba.    In  ao 
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The  con  tern  pttioas  diedain  with  wliich  the  elavocmcy 
looked  upon  its  nortbcro  following  foand  it<  dauical  cx- 
prcuion  in  tliit  manifesto  of  the  Richmond  Snguirar. 
In  the  cyc6  of  the  Fire-E«tei^  there  eccmcd  no  |xi(^il'ility 
tlial  the  nortbern  followers  of  the  elavocracjf  could,  under 
any  circntriatancea,  refuee  obedience,  for  otherwise  thej 
would  not  have  x-entured  toai>;uein  fuvorof  their  denisndf, 
in  this  wav,  with  the  admission  that  all  waa  over  with 
slavery,  unless  iheir  will  was  done.  Tlie  north  wn»  drjlj 
lold  that  it  must  dehaae  iteelf  still  more  and  for;g8  now 
chains  for  its  arms,  eince  otherwise  the  joke  nnder  whioh 
it  had  hitherto  twen  hold  wonld  break. 

When  men  thongbt  tliaC  tliej  ooiild  talk  in  this  way, 
with  impunity,  it  could  not  he  a  mutter  of  purpriee  thnt 
they  showed  as  little  regard,  in  their  actions,  for  their  owii 
go\'erntnent  as  for  Spain.  The  pound  of  Seeh  out  of  the 
body  of  Spain  ninat  he  had.  If  Spain  had  eubmitted  to 
the  hitler  nccv&sity,  there  would  Iiare  been  no  petty  hig- 
gling over  tlie  aiuart  money,  since  it  would  have  been  furn- 
ished chiefly  by  the  north.  If  the  president  were  to  ehow 
himself  worthy  of  the  good  testimony  Jnet  home  hira, 
he,  too,  would  of  course  hare  had  to  assist  nndor  these 


Mhor  dir»GiloD  U  ihtro  a  chtncn  for  l)i«  nggruulliuim^nt  nr»lav«T7. 
IIm  inlrlgues  of  Great  Briulu  tot  Itia  abolUiou  of  tlavvry  in  tlial 
Muid  ttrn  purxnHl  HilU  »  real  anil  nn  vtivrgy  wliicti  caunnt  rail  of 
■uccMB.  tiBleas  ihe  United  Sut«§  interfere  tn  prevent  the  ooriKnintiia. 
tiOD.  Thv  anljr  ctTMtuil  moda  by  vliicli  llila  tnaj-  \it  done.  In  bjr  lli« 
triuiBrer  or  ih#  Island  to  tbe  domialun  or  (ho  itatea  IT  we  conteta- 
[^aiA  ilie]Ma<iII)lA  utleraalivs  of  llie  disrujitioo  of  Ibe  UnloD.  bj-ib* 
tnid  spirit  of  ■ItQiliiuD,  thfl  DNeMlij-  Tor  ibo  acquUllion  of  Cuba  ■•  ■ 
aupport  u>  Uie  •outli,  beoomai  even  more  miioir»ji  and  ur^enL  Wllb 
Cthia  in  thv  powMaioa  or  aa  bi»ti1«  int>>r''M,  S'luthem  iliiv^rjr  would 
be  cspm«il  to  as  aauoU  wlilch  it  could  nfihlier  r<>elat  nur  eoilara 
Willi  Cult*  a*  a  cnamlwr  of  a  gr»iU  aoutliorn  conrederacy,  slnvcry 
ml^l  bid  <l«flsac*  to  ita  eoomie*."  Tbe  Nortli  aod  tho  Svutli,  pp. 
lB,l9i 
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circnmitAncw.  Tlie  slavocmoy  '""^  **"'  him  to  tlie  "Wbite 
Huuee  tu  loi>k  an«r  its  aSiiirs,  and  Lence  it  was  bja  pnrt 
Btill  lee£  than  tliat  of  eongTC&a  to  inquire  what  were  the 
velleities  of  iDterimtJonHl  law  aod  intern8ti<.>n&l  Lunor, 
when  the  @I»vocracv  declared  thnt  it  vm  contVotited  with 
a  queetioD  of  existence.  Could  the  frowns  of  Enropean 
><  de^|Kit£  "  now  produce  a  greater  impreBfion  on  him  than 
the  deiiuncialioiis  of  his  own  countrymen  and  constituents 
in  t^e  Kansas  qae^tion? 

Hitherto  only  adventurers  by  profession  and  yonng. 
nameloeA  people  had  joined  the  tilibii6teriii<;  expeditions 
of'tlie  Culrnn  pulriots,  while  the  expedition  tlie  organiza- 
tion of  wltich  was  now  in  process,  was  headed  by  one  of 
the  most  noted  politicians  of  the  country.  Qnitman  was 
the  eoul  of  tiko  underUikiug  which  was  agitated  with  oe 
moch  audacity  aa  if  it  were  aure  of  the  good  wiahea  if  not 
of  the  secret  hKietance  of  tlie  goverDOient.  As  it  was 
dmircd  to  mi«e  a  force  which  should  nut  rnn  Ihc  danger 
of  coining  to  it«  end  on  the  place  of  execution,  like  Ixtpez 
and  hid  iisenciates,  after  a  (vk  skirmishes,  it  waa  im]Kii«dible 
to  operate  wttb  great  Kecrecy.  But  bo  hold  an  advertise- 
inenl  of  the  pr-tjeet  could  bo  Pxplnlued  only  in  one  of  two 
wiiya:  either  [mople  were  oonviiie«d  that  the  pre-ident 
wonld  a]>prove  tlie  means  for  the  gake  of  the  end,  or  it 
waa  desired  to  stir  the  masses  of  the  southern  popiiUtion 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  prufiident  would  be  deterred 
from  any  Tigi>]-out>  iulerfurvnce.  Tlie  latter  ne^umptton  is 
all  the  more  probable,  as  it  was  known  that  there  were  two 
different  currenta  in  the  cabinet  and  that  it,  tlierffore. 
Deeded  only  slight  pressure,  to  give  the  nscendency  t^i  the 
one  which  wait  free  IVoni  narniw-minded  over-nicely 
Ri  to  the  means.  However,  before  the  adnilniatralion 
bad  by  any  oiliclal  act  taken  a  position  on  the  matter, 
it  was    rumored    that    Pierco    had    decided    in    iavor   of 
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Marcj  who  would   have   notliiiig   to  do   vltli   the   fili- 
bitfitcre.i 

A  message  of  the  president  of  the  81st  of  May,  con- 
firmed this  report.  It  expree^ly  designated  Cuha  as  the 
object  point  of  the  expedition  which  was  hein-^  fitted  oat 
hj  citizens  of  the  United  Stntes  and  others,  and  cnutioDG 
all  a^Hiiigt  such  illegal  acta,  in  the  usual  form.  Picrce't] 
attitude  hitherto  towards  the  Blavocracy,  afforded,  indeed, 
no  gimrantr,  that  thia  warning  waK  not  to  he  anj  more 
than  a  piece  of  paper  which  he  coald  not  help  throwing 
on  the  winds  to  keep  up  appearances.  But  there  waa  one 
Hntence  ill  tho  mesRage  which  ehoald  have  calmed  erea 
those  who  had  least  confidence  in  him.  Among-  other 
reasons  aiteigncd  hj  the  president  for  hie  interfert^rtce  waa 
that  the  cuutro)  of  peace  and  war  shouM  not  he  takeO' 
awaj-  from  the  legal  nnlhi)rlti(>H.*  Whulliur  Im  wished'! 
honestlj  and  energeiically  to  fnltll  his  legal  and  interna- 
tional ohli^tiDnft  fur  their  own  sake,  wiis^  therefore,  en- 
tire!}'' indilfureiit,  so  far  as  the  practical  question  wna  coo- 
cemed,  since  ft  was  evident  that  he  waa  anwillfng  to 
leave  the  initiative  which  helonged  to  himself  and  congreu 
tu  the   filibuetors.     The  laet  doubts  on   this  point — if 


■  In  a  |>r>*'<>t«  Iolt«f  of  tb«  ^tb  *>f  May.  1«S4.  Ovm  Jncluua,  M laals- 
tippf,  w«  »H(1 :  "I  Uaid  Dim  G^DX.  Ciii>liinE  mA  DbtIs  raror  lli« 
plaa:  ihmt  the  prMid«ni  bu  nm  eiven  eucli  bd  naswerw  waiii<s|>Mi«d 
by  th«  friend*  of  tlic  cuiue.  Mnrcy,  I  am  iafortnoil,  la  down  upiin  rlit 
wliul«  plan.  Xo  duulii  be  ts  looking  fur  furors  from  Uie  nori!i  in  Ihe 
next  riwo,  .  .  .  Thi>  itlan  meMs  with  {avor  UBting;  ihe  coltnn 
pUoirn,  but  Ihcy  baw  not  como  Afrward  wlih  ili»  dluii^  to  ihe 
amoilnl  ttiai  wiu  antici|>nl^.  1  learn  lliattlie  orfuiiutlinn  i*  not  ttaa- 
flaw)  1(1  ihniAuib.  but  ibai  partlex  In  Now  York  l)av«  salMriilMd  to* 
larf[p  amoiial."     Tlie  N.  Y.  TrAaw.  June  tO,  1934. 

' "  Anil,  wltttraai,  it  Is  tlt9  duly  or  llta  eonitituiNl  autliortiy  of  tlie 
CnfM  S«»Wft  in  iMiIrt  and  mainlain  iIia  cootrol  of  lb«  Rrv«t  i)uo»lloa 
oT  pcnrcof  «ar,  sad  aoi  to  aalTer  tlie  miu«  iu  be  lawlculj'  compli* 
catM  under  snyi>r«iBace  nbatvTsr."    mabmm.'s  Mao.,  III.,  p  HOSS. 


TlIK   reESIDKKT   AKD   CCBA. 


3& 


double  were  still  anjfwlicro  entertained— disappcrtrcd  when 
<jiiitmun  was  arn-'ntcd  on  ttit!  31at  ut'  Jiiljr  and  uliligvd  lu 
give  bail  tliat  bo  would  observe  tbe  neutmlitj  Iaw6  of  the 
United  Stiite*. 

But  could  a  oonchisioQ  as  to  the  prMidenl'a  own  vieva 
in  reference  to  Cuba  be  drawn  from  hiecouree  towards  tlie 
fililiusterBl  At  tbe  eud  of  May,  Uie  New  York  Journal 
<^  Commerce  a^aiii  deelarcd  thai  tbe  ro[>orlfi  that  the 
elavocracy  and  rierce  were  bent  on  the  aoniiisition  of  the 
island,  were  eilly  and  nii»erabIo  campaign  lies.  But  as 
oartj  as  June  S,  the  Jovrtml  liad  Co  allow  it&elf  to  b^  very 
materiaiJy  corrected  by  ite  own  "Washirigioii  correspondenL 
Tho  latter,  toOi  eaid  that  the  soutli  liad  no  dwire  for  the 
islani]  for  its  own  sake  and  sought  for  its  ]iosM>e8ion  only 
through  fear  of  it«  Africiinisation.  But  epitc  of  thin  he 
HfeKcrCed  that  Pierce  Rill]  the  inajorily  uf  iiis  cabinet  were 
lived  to  obtain  the  i^Iiuid  by  piircha^o  or  force,  altlmugh 
[nrcy  entwrtained  llie  oonet^rvaiiva  view  and  lnotct>d  upon 
tbe  terrors  of  Africanixatiim  as  a  lalBe  alann.  But  the 
tilibttBtera  had  no  kind  rece|)tiou  to  ex{>ect  from  the  presi- 
dent, for  he  desired  to  BoWe  the  great  problem  himself  and 
oontempUted  asking  extensive  powera  from  congreaa  in 
that  behalf.' 


■  "It  Is  torerral.  Oom  nmarks  wblrh  heliu  mnde  on  ihi^ snbjeet  to 
rotnWn  of  oiiRrfw,  Hint,  ie  Ills  forlliomiti^  n)«;>!<ni;«,  Lv  utU  di»- 
claim  and  rebuke  all  aUcmpis  ni  fliibustnrism.  Ivgallzeit  vr  not.  nod  nak 
eoBgTMa  to  i^ve  bLni  ample  povera  and  ni«aiiB  in  meet  any  emergrnc^ 
tliai  may  ariiioiDlhc  cvuixo  aflbn  Cabn  coolrorcny.  This  being  gmQiedi 
Ihwiuinni'rrxtnx'c^iisMlJouriiaaDd  l«iv«  liira  uniramiiicled.  Ilia  1»-iiit— 
thnugh  i(  will  r«>iuir«  liOinv  iin>|iflniliim  u>  ni»lt«  iin  Mnult  npnn  nr  ni 
blockade  Culin— and,  I  re|reai,  ft  u  ill  not  be  ut(«mp»d  iIiiriDg  the  dug. 
day*. 

"It  1(  gpnerally  «uppM<>d  that  tbe  i«naie,  at  !«««.  will  aei  very 
cauilously  and  lodepcndeni'y  no  this  subject 

"Tlie  ■•iiuh  la  not  genernlly  lu  fttror  of  acquirlnf  and  annexing 
Cuba.    Tb«y  do  not  want  it,  *xcvpt  aa  a  ni«au»  of  Mir-prMer*lUoa. 


^^d^ 
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Cfttnplwll  of  Oliio,  enbseqnentlyaBwrtcd  Ihnt  the  inpteaw 
of  the  Hrat  by  eix  atimni  frigntca  and  tlio  npproprialloii  of 
ten  million  dolUrs  which  biul  l>o«o  wj^heJ  for  about  the 
close  of  the  first  eeiston  of  the  33d  congress,  bv  the 
adinioietration,  had  etood  in  direct  ooiinevtion  with  tlic 
Cuban  projects  of  the  presidi-ut. '  This  waa  oortoiiily  not 
improbable,  aa  the  president,  when  questioned  by  the  st-n- 
Bte  whether  the  "pnivisionnl  measHros"  rccommciidod  in 
the  mcBBage  of  the  15th  of  March  had  not  become  snpcr- 
flaoQS  by  circumstances  which  had  occurred  In  the  menu. 
time,  answered  with  a  very  decided  no.'  From  this  it 
could  be  inferred  with  certaioty  that  the  plane  of  annejcO' 
tion  had  not  been  given  Dp,  bnt  as  to  how  they  were  to  be 
ftirther  carried  out  only  vagne  and  unreliable  rumors  at 
firet  made  tlieir  w«y  among  the  public. 

Congress  had  adjourned  *iW  dtf,  on  the  7th  of  Anfcosti 
withont  liaving  ndopted  any  reeolnttons  which  could  be 
inttrrprwtcd  to  mvnti  that  it  aiiticipnietl  or  wished  a  toroi* 
ble  solution  of  the  queetiun.  Snch  n  Bolution  was, 
unqiif*tionubly,  very  far  from  the  president'a  mind.  If 
Bpain  eonid  bo  moved  to  eel),  he  would  have  been  much 
better  pleased  than  if  he  would  have,  with  the  aid  of  pru- 

Tliey  fear  l)ii>  coo««r*iOD  of  Culw  into  ■  free  black  Mnte,  anil  Ifji  tlao- 
gcnniH  liifluf^nrA  iipoa  ilieir  ItiK-rentH.  Tliej  woaltl  iwiiu-  tlt«>  i»li(iid  In 
pnferpDfa  lo  its  ArrirBniiniton  Tlie  a(liiiiiil)>tratlon  chd  bar*  no  •>. 
cnae  r<>r  hcnlilv  movcinvaU  uKaioai  Cuba,  udI«)«>i  tltcf  can  make  out 
tbo  inilti  nf  the  allegation  ihni  (h«  policy  or  vmanclpiilloa  lia*  bwa 
adoptsd  and  la  almut  to  ba  carried  Into  ex«cailon.  Bui  nt  tlii*  lUitrv  fa 
■0  erldeacv,  and.  as  Mr.  Clarion  asserted,  Mr.  Harc^  doea  nui  l>«H«ra 
B  word  oflthlmiitlf.  It  I*  bollnTcsl  iliai  Mr.  Mnn-y'a  cnurr^  In  iIm 
cabiiiel.  in  r«rer«nc«  tO  1h<^e  u*tt*r«,  h%M  been  dl!u;re«(  ami  cooservK. 
tire;  tinl  (lie  tmOorily  nf  the  cabfnei  inclixling  llin  prmdrnt.  baro 
ti«>en,  and  still  ar«,  rMolved  npoo  brining  Uie  Cuba  quMilon  to  an 
IseDo.  nad  trijiilrifls:  tliA  Uland  by  purobtM  or  ton*."  Prlotvd  in  Liw 
fnifefie.ntttal.  June  >i.  IML 

■  Omgr.  Olobe.  'M  Seu..  3»d  Con^ .  ]>  11. 

•SUtetrnWa  Muual.  IIL,  pp.  3036,  '.>057. 
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visional  measnreK,  to  reach  his  ead  bj  Aiiotlier  rotd.  But 
the  realization  of  tlie  project  for  piircliasa  waa  now  pnrinied 
in  R  WAT  wliicl)  entirely  juntiiled  tlie  Uaitiinon^  bixinglit 
turtrnni  bj  Oie  Richmond  Enquirer,  to  the  devuied  zeiil 
of  tlie  pri-bident  for  the  iiitereets  of  the  elavo<-.racy,  even 
if  he  dtdturl>ed  the  circlee  of  the  filibusters. 

A  diftptcb  of  Marcjr,  of  the  16tb  of  August,  instructed 
Sonlu  to  meet  Uncbanan  and  Mfi«oi)  at  »orne  placet  Paris 
perhaps,  in  ord«r  to  como  to  an  understanding  as  to  a 
pUo  of  operations.  The  reason  aseij^oed  fur  this  instruction 
was  tJiat  in  London  and  Pariis  much  nii|;hL  be  done  cither 
u>  pmiiiotc  tlie  greal  object  iu  view,  directly,  ur  ut  least, 
to  rL-ninvu  opposing  obstaoles.*  On  the  l&th  of  October, 
Suuld  sent  information  that  he  and  his  two  coUeHguch  had 
met  at  Oateud  on  the  Uth  of  that  itiontb.  After  a  eousul- 
latton  which  lasted  three  da^s,  the  cunfereiiire  adjuiimed 
to  meet  at  Aix-la-Chnpelle;  it  hoped  to  be  able  to  send  the 
rebull  of  tt«  deliberations,  by  the  next  sleaiuer,  to  Wash- 
iiigton,  and  stated  v>'\\.h.  satisfaction,  that  the  members  of 
itio  conference  were  in  all  things  of  one  opinion.'  The 
character  of  this  docnmcnt  which  is  iisiially  called  the 
Ostend  Manifesto,  but  which  is  dated  Aix-ta-Ctiap«lle, 
October  18,  l&ol,  lent  great  interest  to  tliis  declaration, 
and  as  BiicJianun  had  for  a  long  time  been  among  the 
moat  prominent  Democratic  presidential  candidates,  it 
might  perhaps,  sometime,  become  of  great  practical  impor- 
tance. 

This  fidl  agreement  of  the  three  ambassadors  must  ha\-u 
been  exceedingly  gratifying,   for,  as  a  preamble   to  the 

'  E«*c.  Doc .  M  S«M.,  RSd  C«agr,.  V*l.  X-,  No.  «8.  p.  \U. 

*'*]|  ifl  at  inHnftesaitBCftctiOD  to  iDK.  IU  I  am  tnirc- ft  willbe  Lajraii, 
Hint  lltp  ni'wt  cnnlUI  liaraKioy  bte  tnaikml  tbfl  progreu  of  our  labors, 
nxiiHtinl  Ibero  wtlluot  beatiRjelcopiDioM  iTsprMMd  by  Uio  CODfttTtocv, 
but  wliBt  win  coavcy  ibo  unsiiiiiioiia  MDilment  of  the  confercaice*." 
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lengthy  argiimenU  of  the  mtnlf^to.  the  principle  was  I»Ed 
iIqwii,  that  iu  tliie  imporUuil  qiivt^tion,  tho  oourso  of  the 
United  States  eboald  he  characCeriEod  hy  a  esD(]or  and  n 
lovftlty  wliioli  woald  insure  thoni  the  oesent  of  tho  wnrld. 
If  conj];res6  and  tlic  president  followed  the  cxnmpic  of  the 
Aiubasaadort,  thic  cundor  would  have  left  nothing  to  be 
desired.  The  tiret  ]wirt  of  tho  report  develojwd  wbj  the 
United  StfttcB  must  huvu  Cuba,  why  the  wile  of  the  islnud 
WW  ill  the  inlervtit  uf  Spain,  iind  deulnred  that  the  failure 
of  the  project  of  purchitsin^  it  would  have  to  be  Mcribed 
to  the  niiiligu.  indiience  of  foreign  powera.  If  Btrong 
assertions  were  good  ar>:tiincnts,  the  ninhassafloni  woald 
have  pn>ducc<l  a  conclusive  proof  of  this  threetbld  thesis. 
Cuba,  they  declared,  wan  just  as  necessary  to  the  United 
Statea  is  any  of  its  preMjnt  iiietiibers,  and,  for  special 
ifiosons,  it  \vm  dungvruiis  to  rvfrain  any  longer  from  mak- 
ing th«  Actual  stale  of  things  conronn  to  the  natural. 
These  ajiecial  peasoiis  were  the  tyranny  of  the  governing 
dase  and  the  labor  system  recently  introduced  which 
threatened  to  provoke  a  revolt  at  every  moment.  Consid* 
eriiig  tho  uioniontouK  conseqnenccs  which  this  might  hare 
for  the  Ainericun  people,  Cuba  had  become  a  constant 
danger  to  the  Uuited  States.  The  elavcUoldcre  nud  the 
American  people  were  therefore  represented  aa  simply 
ideuticjii,  and  lurcordingly,  it  was  further  represented  aa 
self-evident  ttiat  nut  only  citizens  of  the  United  Estates,  but 
also  the  federal  government  would  meddio  in  the  struggle 
in  favor  of  ihu  Cubans,  iu  case  the  latter  should  revolt 
against  Sjuiin.  This  whs  proof  to  a  Jemonfltnilion  shut  tho 
sale  was  just  as  mnuh  to  die  interest  nf  Spain  as  tho  pur- 
chase was  to  the  intt^rcat  of  tho  United  States. 

Tlie  second  part  of  tht*  miiiurvsto  discusiicd  ihc  question, 
what  the  rniu*d  Slate*  Mould  liave  to  do,  if  8|»iin,  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  iu  own  intere«t  and  impelled   by  stabboni 
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pride  and  a  fidse  ft«llng  of  honor,  ahould  refuse  to  sell. 
Tbe  oonBidcnitioiis  on  tliis  eubjeel  were  ni-ecciieid  hy  the 
laying  down  of  the  fiiudamonul  priiicipte,  UiaC,  for  states  as 
well  08  for  individnale,  self  prv^crvation  ia  tlic  tir«t  law 
of  nature.  From  tliig,  in  a  ncgativ(^  way,  it  vas  niferrei) 
lluit  Cuba  miglit  and  must  be  ac({iiired,  even  without  the 
OBiient  of  Spain,  if  tbc  great  law  of  self-preaervatiou 
demanded  it.  But  even  iit  this  ca&e,  the  United  States  kad 
to  preserve  ita  etIf-rwtKicI  and  tho  cxmscloueneS'S  of  its 
intimity.  Jf  this  wore  dune,  it  did  not  need  to  notice  the 
reproRchcB  of  the  world  to  which  ft  had  been  so  often 
utijuKtlj  exposed.  The  aiiiba&sador*,  tlieixifure,  evidently 
expected  that  the  policy  they  eventually  advocated  wonld 
not  bo  upright  and  honest  la  tlie  eyes  of  the  world,  and 
this  WM  in  dircet  eontrndiction  witli  their  former  claim 
that  tlie  atisent  of  the  whole  world  might  be  coutiduiilly 
calcn luted  upon. 

^K^jich  of  Chew  two  opposed  Euppoeitione  would  be 
nalized,  depended  onquefitionably,  in  great  part,  on  whether 
the  CTiiitvd  Statcft,  in  the  eyes  of  the  met  vt  the  world, 
uocilod  Cuba  for  itn  eelf-prcxcrvation.  If  this  question 
wu  answered  in  the  idiirtnativu,  the  TTriited  Stiites  was 
omnparable  to  (Lu  brazL-n  c^jIuasus  of  the  Ijiblicul  jiaritble 
which  might  be  overthrown  by  a  Binall  stone  rolling  against 
its  feel  of  clay.  The  puftsejinion  of  Cuba  might  he  very 
deeiruble,  lh:it  ii,  in  the  highest  degree  advantageons,  tq 
the  Cnited  States,  but  if  it  was,  in  the  real  seii^e  of  the 
word  neeessary  to  tlie  United  StatoK,  as  the  amhaseadors 
claimed,  then  there  tnust  have  been  in  that  gigantic  poMti- 
oal  U'dy, »  spyton  which  the  prick  of  a  pin  opemWNl  like 
the  blow  of  a  club,  A  glance  at  the  map  latticed  to 
denionfitralo  this  literally  ad  ocuios  Co  the  eimpleet  mind, 
by  the  n-lalivt-  magnitude  of  Cuba  and  the  Uuited  States. 

The  unihtusadons  avuldotl   luuwering  directly  whether 


40        KACfSAS-NEUIUSKA  lUlX  TO  BUCHANAS'S   BLGCnvV. 


the  law  of  Kelf-prcfter  ration  iinpcnitivclj'  di-rimiidud  the 
Miizure  of  (>ii1ih.  but  what  tlieir  upitiiuQ  was  ap|M;iiri'(]  from 
their  furltiHr  allegatiuris  as  olearlj  as  jf  thev  bad  clotJied 
their  unswLT  iu  the  iuu6l  eiiipUiitic  exprvd^luiiFi,  hikI  ja«t  as 
clearly  iJiil  tlifv  gi%'e  it  to  be  LiKierstuoJ  where  tlio  GuUath 
iiiiglit  at  any  moment  be  BtriieU  to  death  hy  the  Dnvid  in 
the  caso.  Wlicn  Spiiii  \iw\  rejected  the  offer  to  )iurfbAee, 
it  vonld  bo  time  to  aslc  whether  Cuba,  bo  K>tig  m  it 
reniiiiried  in  the  possession  of  Sj>ftiu,  wriotieiy  iiiipfHlled 
tbo  intornal  peace  of  the  United  Stutce  and  tliu  fxiatcnea 
of  the  Union.  If  this  (iiieaL!>»n  liad  Vo  be  aii^wt'i-eU  in  the 
affinnative,  the  republic-  would  according  to  uU  lave. 
hiiiiiHU  and  divine,  be  jubtitied  in  wrebtiug  the  Mauti  froin 
Spitin,  provided  it  had  the  power  to  do  so,  Jusl  as  an 
individual  loi^hl  deiiiuiieli  hi«  rieighbt>r*s  hoii»e.  if  there 
were  no  other  mean*  tu  prcftcrv^  liis  own  from  the  fliimee. 
Whether  the  inoiuentary  condition  of  things  in  Cuba  would 
ju6lifv  such  a  coarse  eUntild  not  bo  di^cimsod.  But  iho 
|)0<)p]e  would  vjuliite  their  diitv,  show  tlieiiiBL-lvcs  unworthy 
of  their  bravo  furcf>«theTV  and  \)e  gnWtj  of  trenson  to  their 
posterity  if  thoy  Allowed  Culia  to  bo  AfricAnixed,  and  to 
become  a  second  Snii  Poniin^'o  and  nllowed  tlie  Hamcs  to 
itivudc  tlieir  own  shores,  meiinoitig  or  really  de6(r>jyiiig  tUc 
proud  structure  of  the  Cnion.  They,  the  ambii.-^a<!or^ 
feared  that  eveutfl  were  rapidly  tending  towards  euoli  a 
cata&troplie. 

The  Idea*  of  honesty  and  Mtlf  respect  must  have  arqaired 
a  strange  oomplexiun  indecif,  in  the  consciniisiiest)  of  the 
Amurinnti  ptHiple  wlui  li'giin  iheir  inde[ietident  political 
iixifetence  wllli  the  proclatnutidn  of  the  riglit«  of  man.  when 
tliey  ennaidered  theinselves  juHlilled  by  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  to  wrest  I'rom  ttinttlier  stut«  pn-jtorty  that 
behiiij;cd  to  it.  becaueo  the  dre«dod  onmnoijMiliun  of  the 
alftTce  there  might  cauM  Uie  Aiaerieon  Blavcholdera  who 
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did  nut  constitute  one-tirtieth  of  the  wLite  popitiation  to 
rand  the  Union.  Hut  s»  "  Afrtcaiiized'*  ChIhi  would  no 
more  Imvc  impurilM  tlio  slavu  sbitus  if  tiv.-y  remained  in 
the  Union  thxti  if  tliey  lefl  it,  it  is  evident  liint  tlie  nUve* 
bi)ld«rB  cotiM  tiiid  in  tiiix  ([tiostiun  a  reason  Cor  the  dia- 
rapttuu  of  tliv  Union  only  if  it  -was  their  vill — or  in  the 
opinion  of  the  ainhaesftdurs,  if  tliey  wore  euinp«Ucd — to 
place  the  free  gtitte&  before  the  alternative:  either yuu  Hhall 
help  ne  win  Cuba  or  we  shall  aeoede  and  endcavur,  as  au 
indopf^ndent  etote,  to  put  ourselves  in  possession  of  Ouba, 
It  w«*  fltithoritatively  ddmittcd  without  reserve,  by  the 
sonth,  that,  in  the  wLuie  Cuban  matter,  tlicre  was  question 
only  of  tbc  Acquieitioa  of  a  few  more  slave  states,'  and  the 
ming  of  tlie  three  ainlinssHdars,  thci-cfure,  amunnted  to 

I8|  that  all  wa&  over  (vit)i  the  Uniou,  unless  the  north 
f^raiited  the  sl&vocracj  the  8treuglh>;iiiug  and  extension  of 
its  power  which  it  wanted  in  Cuba.  This  jnstitied  the 
demand  that  the  goveniuient  of  the  United  Stiites 
would  itself  undertake  the  role  of  the  tilibusters,  if  Spain 
(lid  not  Hgi-cc  to  their  wishes. 

A  dispnteh  of  Sould's,  of  the  20lh  of  OctoVier,  contaiuB 
the  diNinnifutary  proof,  that  this  was  t]ic  uriex pressed  oon- 
dueive  argument  of  the  renBoning  of  the  three  originatnrB 
of  the  inniiifeitto  or,  at  leaAt,  of  Soul^  perBojiallv.  SoulS, 
indeed,  asserted  that  the  negotiatioos  did  nut  seem  to  be 
without  any  prospect  of  eiiccese,  bnt  this  be  only  incidcn- 
tally  reniarltcd.  His  real  object  waa  to  influence  the 
resolves  of  the  government  aa  to  what  ehould  be  done,  in 
c**e  this  hope  was  not  n-aliKcd.  In  answering  tliis  qncs- 
tion,  he  tB4:itly  ntarted  out  with  tlie  assumption  that  the 


>Ttio  CbarteMoa  .t/<T«trv  wrote:  "...  tha  Oatoad  aianirpalo, 
R  dnctmidil  >w]i(M.>  itnln  ol.Ji^vt  wu  lo  aoqulrs  Culn.  OQl  of  which  two 
or  ttiir«ftlaretlateacaul<lbiiTobeao  Tunnod."  (toogr.Globo,  111  Bhs., 
UUi  Coogr.,  App.,  ^  nw. 
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prelimhinry  qneetion,  whether  Cnbn  should  be  talceii  by 
force  If  it  conl'l  not  be  obtained  in  h  peaceable  manner,  wwt 
looked  npon  by  Marcy,  jaet  as  little  as  by  hiineelf  na  Btill 
needing  any  diecu&^ion.  lie  6in)|>ly  eoii^ht  to  conrioce 
ibu  Micnrtury  of  etatu  lltnt  if  tliu  i>nJ  coiild  Ire  readied  only 
by  a  var,  the  blow  ehotild  now  bo  striink.  as  the  arms  of 
the- wvfitcni  puwcreu'tirclMjtind  by  the  oriental  wiir.  In  t-stah- 
liehing  this  thesis  furtlx^r,  lie  remarked  that  for  nil  tlio 
powers  jMirliripiitiiig  in  it  great  internal  disturbances  must 
be  tlie  fruit  of  the  CriintMn  warJ  This  vngue  intimation 
wonld,  on  at'oonuc  ol  it&  fiiflnite  arobi}{iiity,  have  remained 
entirely  uniiilelligible,  if  the  clinrge  made  againt>t  him  that 
lie  had  ctiiicoeted  a  plot  with  the  Kuru})can  rovolniionistfl 
by  profe^^ion,  in  accordnnoe  with  which,  the  Unitod  StAtea 
Vffu  to  be  inroh'cd  in  a  wur  witli  the  western  powers 
which  would  eecure  Cab«  to  it,  and  at  the  same  tinio  dear 


'  "  Th*  (HiMiino  if  the  Mfinlsitiftn  of  Cuba  by  tit  b  ftaitiln^  ground 
u  it  grows  In  Iw  mora  »arinu»ly  ngtiHir^  nnd  connidered.  Nuw  it  Aba 
mamoM  Tor  m  ro  tw  (lone  witb  It;  Tur  LT  ««  d«la;  lu  »<lailflD,  w«  will 
cerluiol)'  rcprnt  llial  wc  let  cwcape  Uio  iur«itt  upjx^rlaiiil;  vr«  oouU 
•rtr  be  furoi^hvd  wllb  of  bringing  h  lo  n  tlM-litivo  test 

"PiMttUi  iuilicaiiunsvoulilBeeui  lo  eocoui ago ib«  hope  tliat  we  maj 
ot>ine  lolbai  wlailot)  pancomblj- 

"  Bat  tf  ii  wrra  otberwlRe— ir  it  in  lo  Ikrlng  u|wn  u>  ilt«  calvmliy  of 
h  war— l«l  it  l>«  now,  wliiln  th«  gr^nt  )»»vrpni  oT  tliis  caolincrit  mv 
Bngacvdiii  thAlslapeaduussU-UKsle,  wblcb  cuiaot  buiriissceiill  tbeir 
»tn>D|;tli.  and  tax  all  tlwU  ravritiv*  a»  long  aa  it  ta«U,  and  tnoy.  borurs 
it  eod^  cnnvnlii*  tb«ni  all. 

•*  K'clilic'r  K(i:;liind  nor  Francs  w»tild  Ite  llkolj  lo  intPiTcre  with  tis. 

■■£DglaiMlfoul<l  nm  baarto  bAKuddeoly  shut  nut  orourwRrkal.wid 
ft*  boi  mHniifiM-turcA  paralyud,  ev«B  by  il  l^mponrj'  au«|Mh*KU  Of 
hvrinlrn-t)iir«4>  witb  us. 

"  And  rraodt  vtib  Ibe  he**y  taak  nomr  on  ber  liaitda.  luid  whan  abo 
M  Mgfitij  Q£|<ir<'a  lo  takn  hft  »#at  aa  Die  nrfctiowl«lg«(|  chief  iiT  tbo 
Bunpean  Oiniilv,  wuuld  tiavv  nu  iD<Jiii't>tii(.>aL  to  auBiae  tba  bunlen  oC 
ftUnlber  war,  nor  an;  miiUre  lo  rt^|<lu*9  at  *««ing  Itiat  iti>  U-tk.  in  rntf 
kevplag  the  dMIniea  of  tho  Nov  Work),  w  tli*  will  bav«  mod  ibiwo 
or  Ui«  Old."    hxec  Doc>,  3d  Seas.,  33d  Coagr.,  Vol.  X,  Ho.  bH.  p,  |2d. 
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the  vaj  fnr  Mazzini,  KonAiitli  and  T^dra  Knllin,  waft  not 
taken  ns  an  explanntorj  commentary  on  it.> 

Tlie  o|>pi>rt unity  was  seJnctive  eni>ii{;h  to  awaken  desire 


>  L.  D.  EvflnJi  of  Texu  HKid  na  the  Mth  of  Jnlj,  1866,  In  the  }ioas« 
of  repre4«ntatlvea :  "8ouM  sailed  Tor  £iirope.  He  whs  in  do  titiny, 
binrev«r,  lo  r«acb  Uiv  gonl  nf  liUdttHtinatinn;  ii!i)r«liedelajr«|lD  Lnn* 
don,  lo  ltol<l  repeated  coii«ultnliooB  wllli  Die  tmI  [(«piililiciin  clii'h  of 
the  revolutloiiiiry  ooinmittM'^— Mu.Eiiii.  Lcilrvi  Rnllia,  «iid  Kooauth. 
Tli«  fbiir  «0D4^erted  a  aysiem  or  operaitntiE  dMi^Ded  to  involTe  this 
couBlry  In  a  Europvnn  wur,  u  tb«  all)-  and  bvlrumcat  of  lb«  ren>lu> 
Ifnnnrj  fsrlloD.  "Wlille  the  ilire«  prlnelpfil  iioirers  were  ensogcd  in 
Ifaecrinb  or  Iho  vtutltTii  war.  Ilifi  lurch  ufinitiirri>ct)i>n  waatabe  kiodleil 
ia  weskro  Europe,  uitt  fuined  to  a  iieiieral  con  tlu);  rat  ion. 

"Tb«  projectors  stuumnl  that  Spain  woiili]  deDy  roparatfou  for  the 
onlrag»  upon  Amertcan  commerM.  In  that  case  ilie  United  ^SiatM 
vruuUl  instxnllj'  dpRpntcli  na  armatuonL  lo  acizD  tlio  I»Innd  uf  Cuba,  aa 
M  material  yuaranten  for  Ibe  redreas  demanded.  Bui  it  was  ir«Il  known 
(hat  a  treaty  existed  between  tb«  EnglUh,  Frencfa.  and  tipuniih  gov. 
erameobi,  sM'urinic  to  llielulti^rtiif  po^ketMion  nf  Culia;  and,  ilierefnre, 
Iho»e  powers  would  liei-ompellfd  lu  a  dedai'iuioii  or  IxMilililii^  ngainM 
ua  by  tile  lerms  of  their  comfucl  <>it  tbnt  aubjccl.  Tli'»  i>uddcn  atntv 
of  war  woald.of  neceMiiy.  ami  all  In  a  moment.  Imerrupt  and  bar  tfae 
iiilAr(>ourM  Af  ibia  coiinln'  with  ibe  WMitorn  shore* nfKuropti;  and  onr 
■iipplli'doT  para  aoil  ootlou  beiiiK  cui  oif  liolb  from  Ea^laud  and 
Fr«oi'«.  it  WAS  imagined  ibat  ILe  people  uf  tiotli  nationti  voiiUl  \iO  pn- 
dplintiNl  Into  dreadful  r#Toluilons.  Inshorl.  tlieptao  waAnotbin^leaa 
lluui  a  tremendous  coiiftplrncy  iigalnsl  tlie  pcnee  of  tlio  vrorld. 

■'Inordxr,  bowevnr,  to  induce tlie  tftUluoi  at  Waalilnijion  loaequleKS 
in  lUe  wiiole  aviieuie,  it  was  d«eui«d_  necwwtry  lo  procure  the  satent 
and  COOr.iiireDce  iif  Ihu  American  nitnj<>trri<nc  Ixiiidon  and  Pari*;  and 
beni'e  orl^lnnled  tbe  Idea  of  a  conference.  Ac?i:-urding1y,  llieee  lilgb 
ofllciala  lUBcmUlcd  at  Oatend.  accomiMmicd  by  Mr.  I>ft»i«l  SiclvlrH,  Mr. 
tieorft*  N  Sander*,  and  Mr  Pi«ll.  Iheir  subordlbalea,  all  men  uf  violent 
rerolntiORarjr  t«ndeaclea.  Mr.  Maion,  il  ttt  lafd,  adopted  rbo  project 
■tonce.  Mr.  Bticbanan  beBltaied.  but  finally  ronaenied  to  lend  the 
muveiueni,  na  Ik  ■'lionu  by  liia  »i(in»ligni<  Iwing  frin>in>»l  on  lite  manl. 
fwlO.  Il  is  «*»*tted,  and,  so  fnr  as  I  know,  it  lias  never  been  formnlly 
•coniradicted.  tlini  Mr.  thunders,  ai  n  stimulus  to  ihn  rxpn-tnl  insur- 
rectionary ImputBB,  clTDiIaled  the  reTolmlonnry  addressp*  of  Mazilnl 
nndLedru  Itullla,  lliron^L  lite  di»piili'b  uf  the  Amorlcau  IokhIJoo.  bolb 
loPifliicf  iiidoiher  Enroi>eaoeoiiiiiriei,  .  .  _  When  the  American 
cnUnet  rer<'ivM)  ilie  (>s>t»ud  dociamlion,  Ibey  la(.>l(ed  tbe  couragoto 
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in  Pierce  and  in  the  msjority  of  bU  cabinet.  Ttnt,  on  the 
other  hand.  SoqIi^'a  progntiDtne,  despite  all  that  waA  Canei< 
t'ul  in  it,  was  suflicientiv  realistic  to  raise  the  qiiostion, 
whether  the  endeuvor  to  realize  it  might  not,  indut'd,  lead 
to  thia,  that  th«  oriental  war  ehould  develop  into  a  gvuerat 
war  aualg:atn8ted  with  revolutions.     But  vra«  it  to  be 

4'affjPliMH;  *ndb«logui'K«dl)y  tlifr8tr*iniftii«opprt#iilonftrMr.  Mft«y 
in  all  {Mirta  of  ihf  inttwiur«,  llifiy  rercrB*-!!  ih*?  iimgruiiinfl  "f  wr nr  whI 
rmrululiun  which  muBl,  adierwiM.hnveut  bulfa  hemlBpheres  InSameh 
and  waulU,  p«(l>ii|>«,  Ii«fure  lli«  eiiii,  tiav«  ct^wrcd  «tvr>  cnwnry  oa  Uie 
^bewilh  bluud  notl  usbeN."  Cqnt;:r  Glotw.  ist  Sew.  Mih  Congr., 
App.,  11  i303.  A  blograiiby  of  Biiclianan  which  wuclri-ututnlanoagll 
Uto  )i«ople  io  tbf  est«Dt  or  lbaUMiud»  of  c<>pi«e.  In  Ihe  pl«ctonl  CROi- 
pnifiii  i>r  ItSQ,  in  onivr  10  oUaiii  voifM  fur  bim— (tlip  \Mr  nnU  I'ublic 
8«rvic«g  of  JniDM  fiuchnnan  of  Ppon^ylvMia;  iho  nitihor  l«  aald  u 
have  bccD  Etlvronl  V.  L'mlrrhilh— fkilljcoolirma  thr  aMfrlion  thai  thai 
Europt'nQ  revi>]nilno!alB  oiim«d  ptirsued  Uia  pIsD  ik«icbed  lij'  Eva 
bul  ilix'itlfdly  c'>nt«(ids  IhM  tU«  Oiilend  I'lmf^rpncr  uul  Itif  gavenH^ 
inrat  at  WwhinKion.  did  dol  AccunlliiK  \o  ihU  re[it9«»ini)0ti  too. 
it  H>»iHi)  Hi  Ivast  very  proUnbl^  Ibitt  iSouIi^  at  flrsi  gnv«  Ibem  aona 
bi>|>ea  of  a  farorablo  reception  of  llieir  tirtij<>clp,  fvr  Ibus  miat  w« 
unctor«tBnillbvs«utejic«:  "The  r«d  Itepuhllcoiu  .  .  .  dlil  ttutbnL 
uic  to  (itlvaiplr.  and  •nniMimM  pul)l)c1y.d«nflUDc»  Mr.  SouU'  (or  bar. 
Idx  Blgot^  tbf  Odtftid  circular,  tw  recfriui  to  llir  fV|ttK;tiu!<ua  wlilcli 
ibvy  bul  rontiixl  in  r«>i[iinl  tn  bim  "  Thi<  roiiminitiit  iitirrnDrM  luiTC 
6utnoi«nt  bistorical  lotereAt  li>  WRmiul  i»  iii  k'^  >»K  llx'i)  a  |>laC9  liont: 
"The  pulicy  tti  tb«  rcviliitiunBr}-  fmriy  of  ]vuta)N!  ia  ipfriCDcv  to  Cuba 
n-ai  UiIl  Thvy  dMlred  ib«  Called  States  lo  atalM  ih«  DcmucrMk 
|i«tly  of  S|>aia  io  creating  a  rvvolutioa  al  Sladrid,  Mixb  tbuuld 
drthiitac  ilie  ijihwo.  and  place  tlie  DemocraUc  party  in  imwvr,  by 
Ihfi  esialdiiOimoat  of  n  rojinblic.  nod  llion  li^ave  Cu)>a  al  her  np'lon  |o 
p'ltlier  remain  «  (wnlaa  of  the  Siuninh  ri'iiubtic,  or  Hank  anneKjUloa  to 
tb#  United  HtalM.  Tbi«  cuiic#mii>ii  l'>  lh>-  Vnilml  tSmi^fi  wui  lu  ba  in 
i-clurn  [or  miil«rial  aid  fhEiiiBli«<l  lacfiVotlntt  the  Spnnl^li  r<-Ta||)||oa. 
Tlie  revolution  ilios  accotapliBhrd  waa  inlraded  m  be  the  lulilativa  ot 
fanbYf  r^vnlnilonson  tbe  coalin«ul.  The  P)'T«Dnm  nag*'  of  moiin. 
talat  whkli  forniN  ihA  boundary  linn  bctwcon  Fr«n<>«  nnd  Sixln  are 
populntml  on  either  bldp  liy  tbf  lUOM  liberal  tnvn  in  either  piiiiiira,  Iha 
|!Jl^al  BiaHH  of  llip  lnliAl>i(»a  h  lipinit  rvpiitili<-un:  and  Diiiild  n  ropablk 
bo  Cftll1']i^bvd  in  Spuin.  thv  Pj-rvrivvH  would  not  only  riitnlrti  pojnta 
Dviii  wblch  to  begin  their  rovnlntloaory  d«algns  kgalBH  Fniaco,  but 
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ed  that,  at  tlie  ritic  of  tliifl  diing«r,  the  nortli  conid 
dmgy^  into  a  war  witb  Spnin,  in  order  to  pru^ttiit  the 
elavocraoy,  in  Cuba,  with  a  few  more  Blare  states,  after  its 
enmity  towBtrie  elavery  liad  just  been  pushed  to  s  degree 
of  intensity  oerer  before  reached,  bj  the  rcfR'al  of  the 
MiBcoTiri  compromise,  and  after  the  adoption  of  that  bill, 
in  the  boiiwj  of  reprcfcentatives,  conld  have  bocn  effected, 
onlj  hy  tliifl,  that  the  lying  afii>iinincc  watt  given,  in  all 
imaginable  v»n»tioii9,  that  no  one  thought  of  an  cstL-iii<ign 
of  cUto  terriloiyl  Tliia  much  was  already  certain,  that 
the  prophecies,  aoconling  to  which  the  storm  in  pablic 
opinion  would  not  outlast  the  struggle  in  congre^i^.  were 
not  fiilillleti.  It  was,  therefore,  verv ipiestionable  whether 
the  Interest  of  the  party  would  be  served  hj  giving  jnst 
Qows  new  impulse  to  the  op;>osiliuii  enrreiit  in  the  iiot-tli. 
Pierce  did  not  ignore  tliie  but  etill  wse  incUnod  to  adopt 
the  filibuBler  policy  of  hia  ambassiulor.  He  nererthelew 
Tacillftted  80  much  that  Mnrcy.  not  without  pro3|)ect  of 
tncceaa,  was  able  to  take  Qp  the  btniggle  afj^ainst  Cuthing 
and  his  other  colleagues.  In  him,  the  nobly  endowed  man 
was  found  side  by  side  with  the  politician,  to  a  s'ntUcient 
extent,  to  keep  him  from  being  won  over  to  a  policy  of 
robbery  hy  such  bold  and  shallow  sopliisipy.  Moreover, 
he  vras  fully  convinced  that  the  party  had,  with  the  Kan- 

wooM  fom  a  btrrler  (jebiod  »rhi«li  lh*j  could  <lefeDil  thctu»lT«i 
tcsinit  any  nuack  which  Louis  N':ipoteon  mliEiIti  make.  TberBTolii. 
tioo  Bccntnplhhed  Id  PrBDC«.  KoMUth  omt  MnziiliiL  woulil  linr*  1>ul 
Utile  ditBculljr  in  orcT(Iiro«rla£  tbe  power  of  AuaiTln  In  Hun^jiin-  aihl 
Italy.  Bucfa  w«r«  the  objwu  wlilch  Xh»  rtrulutioaar)'  Ivxlvr*  nf 
Earo|)«  hul  In  vinw  in  endMivorlng  to  Mcur«  the  )Dfluoiic«  of  ih« 
Uoll**]  States  g'>?ernDi«iit  in  (iU|iiiur1  of  (In-ir  poticy."  Ctinin.  I.lfonf 
JaniMBiirhanRn,  II., p  131,  CuriliCuDsiderHihe  UDderblll  blograpli}-, 
•|tlu  or  lis  tmal)  ootnpnu  an<t  tbe  «a(l  It  wu  intcDcled  to  s»>t«,  »n 
ttUablfl  a  criDipmiilon.  ihai  be  only  rtpriau  Uie  pages  ivlailDg  to 
tb*  matter  from  It,  uad  ufs  nothing  hlmwiroriha  <>k«im1  conFereaeai 
This  tarelthei  as  with  i  measur*  uf  Uia  valoa  cf  bis  ovn  work. 
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SBS-Nebmelta  hill,  bnrtheiied  itself  vritli  as  great  a  jcuut  M 
it  could  bear.  Hence,  lie  lind  already  agreed  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  piircliase  project  only  with  some  rolnctanee, 
and  now,  perhnps^  lie  drew  from  tite  Ostend  mRnit(.>«to  Che 
ooncluiiioti,  tlint  Oiie  wns  a  mistalcG.  At  all  events,  he' 
verr  ctcfir  tliat  he  would  be  committing  political  auidde 
if  be  sbonld  lend  hia  hand  to  thie  design,  and  benoo 
declared  tbnt  he  vould  rather  vrithdraw  than  give  bift  acMnt,' 
Thia  threat  had  its  effect,  for  I'ieree  cnnld  not  cooceal  firom 
himeelf  that  the  withdrawal  of  Marcj,  on  this  Account, 
would  not  only  make  the  execution  of  the  pruject  irnpo*. 
sible  hut  Would  carry  tiic  intcmul  diaeoliilion  of  the  Demo* 
cratic  party  a  great  way  farther. 

Marcy*8  answer  of  the  13th  of  November  tendered  Sotilrf 
the  bitter  pill  Hugiired  m  thickly  as  puHaible.  The  Ostend 
reportr  aaid  the  eccretury  of  state,  admitted  a  double  jiiier< 
prt-tntion.  Some  {uirta  aeemed  to  cuunsttl  thnt  it  should 
be  intimnted  to  Spin  that  foroe  would  be  used  if  it  did 
not  agree  to  the  flale.  Other  places,  on  the  eotitnin', 
seemed  to  refute  this  view,  a  view  which  the  preeideot 
could  not  appropriate,  bccnude  without  a  material  changa; 
in  the  affairs  of  tlio  island,  tlie  existence  of  the  federal 
gorerurnvnt  ivns  not  ex}>o8ed  to  any  immediate  danger. 
Unt  if  it  ever  were  exposed  to  such  Jiiiiger,  the  Atneneaii 
pvoplv  would  uncjiieetiuiiably  act  with  the  necessary  doci' 
eion.> 

Sonlt!  had  oomTuitted  himself  too  far  to  be  able  to  turti 
bacV  afpiiii  with  decency.  On  the  l"th  of  DeconiWr,  be 
petitioned  tor  his  recall,  and  his  wish  was  gladly  granted. 
But  the  slavocmtic  hotspurs  emptied  the  vials  of  tlioir 
wrath  on  Mnrey.  They  went  so  far  as  to  enajwct  that  he 
had  insinuated  himself  into  the  cunlldooce  af  the  Cuinn 
pKtriots  in  order  to  betray  their  plans  to  the  Spanish  gor. 

•  Exec.  Dm.,  M  Seu.,  SSd  Ctiogr.,  Vol  X^  Mo.  08,  p.  lU. 
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'it*  Tlie  cIiATf^  was  entirely  b&seleae.  Tbere  was 
nu  need  of  nttriUii1ii)g  miy  low  tricke  to  the  nd  mini  stmt  ion 
in  onler  to  explain  it«  uncertain,  eultalory  jKilioy;  it  wu 
innnitoAt  thnc  in  this,  ns  in  nil  otbcr  in)|>o)'tAiit  qxic«tione, 
its  ship  iiaili3()  withoiil  the  compass  of  &  tirin,  lending  ideA 
and  vithoiit  the  b«llMt  of  moml  principles,  ntid  timt  it 
tlierefore,  natorally,  became  the  play  of  the  wiuda  and  tJie 
Wttvee. 

The  aiiiuinl  luos^iige  of  ISoi  contained  only  one  short 
para^rnpli  on  the  relatione  of  the  United  States  to  Spain, 
and  whidi  deeerved  attention  only  on  acconnt  of  its  nentral 
ch«ract<:r.  Tlie  president  informe<l  congress  that,  in  con- 
seqncnce  of  the  domestic  tronbles  in  Spaiii.  the  positions 
of  tlie  two  conntrics  to  eacli  other  were  exactly  what  they 
had  been  at  the  close  of  the  last  Bewtion,  ami  expressed  the 
expectation  tlint  tlm  United  States  wonlil  meet  with  a  more 
IHendly  reception  from  the  present  ministry,  when  it 
tame  to  irviU  of  ila  woll.-froiinde<l  frrievances.*  Is'ot  a 
word  rtferretl  to  the  project  of  pnrchnse,  or  to  the  neceMity 
of  "  provisional  measaree.'* 

The  o]>poiiition  bad  no  intention  to  look  npon  thi»  eilence 
rcsif^Dfttion  06  a  fiitfticieiit  atonement.  On  the  very 
leduy.  Sollert  of  iMHrylan<]  made  a  motion  in  the  hoafle 
of  ropreseutatiTpit,  aeking  the  president  for  information 
aing  tlic  Osti-nd  conference."  On  the  next  day, 
ie  re»olutir>n  came  up  for  discnHHinn,  Hngly  of  Vir- 
ginia, cliairinan  of  ti.e  cuinmittee  on  foreign  nffnirA,  nitked 
very  inijiregwrely,  that  it  aboiild  be  referred  to  tJmi  com- 
jn I Itee,  whose  "consorvnt i ve**  views  were  sn tDc ien tly  known. 
Ileetiid  that  there  v,tm  not  even  any  an  then  tie  information 
as  to  wlietlier  snch  a  conference  had  really  taken  place  and 

■  CoRi|>Ar«  CoAfcr.  eiobo.  tM  Bufo.,  S4tli  Cougr.,  App..  p.  13V3. 

*8i«ii?»rajin>)laa»t,  III,  p.  2uat. 

•  Congr  Glube,  Sd  S«w.,  asd  Congr.,  p. », 
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declared  that,  for  the  honor  of  the  country,  he  hoped  tlmt 
the  compromising  articles  of  Soul<f,  of  the  American  cou- 
6al  in  LivcrpcK)]  and  certain  Bccrotaries  of  U^gstion,  which 
had  found  their  waj  into  the  pn^iu,  might  be  forgeriea>: 
Bni  plausible  ae  he  was,  hie  motion  was  rejected,  hj  t 
Tote  of  81  agAJnat  83.  On  the  following  day  (December 
6),  however,  the  refiolution  was  recoDsIdered  and  referred 
to  the  above-named  fwmmittee  by  a  vote  of  93  to  S3. 
Nothing  more  was  Baid  of  tlie  matter,  but  that  did  not  pnt 
an  end  to  the  Cnban  question.  Even  during  thie  Mme 
Mftsion,  enongh  was  said  of  it  to  convince  one  that  it  wot 
remain  part  of  the  order  of  the  day  bo  long  a«,  in  lh«' 
United  States,  the  "  slavocracy  **  had  not  become  a  term 
obaolete  in  hietorj. 

On  the  15tU  of  Jantiary,  1865,  Boyoe  of  South  Carulina 
made  a  remarkable  speech  in  the  bonee  of  rcpresentatirea, 
in  which  he  first  rebuked  tho  ftarr  for  annexation  which 
had  taken  hold  of  the  entire  people,  and  then  in  n  rcallrj 
•tateamanl  ike  spirit  endeavored  to  prove  that  the  aancia-l 
lion  of  Ciilra  was  by  no  means  to  the  interest  of  the  slave- 
holders.  What  deserved  most  attention  in  his  mnarks 
irai  the  declaration  that  the  south  was  on  the  eve  of  a  great 
•trugglo  witlt  the  snperior  north  and  shontd  therufore,  not 
divide  its  forces  by  throwing  Itself  on  Cnba.*  Did  Boyiw 
believe  that  he  would  now  be  listened  to  when  the  shivoc- 
raey  wonld  not  listen  to  a  Calhuun  when  he  so  nrgently 
warned  them  against  throwing  themselvce  in  a  blind  crar- 


>  "AaolbtT  moilTv  which  tnikM  me  still  more  d«tnniilDM)  aot  to  go 
to  wsr  wlih  Spnia  for  Cubk,  1«,  llist  we  a(  tbe  muUi  w«  apnn  lli«  »rt 
at  a  grr-U  aU-tiy«I«  iritli  ■  b"StIl«  a^odtf  of  tbe  saith,  ■«<]  wr  will 
BM>I  all  our  mouiTM,  net  xo  make  ftmlsn  eonquWa,  tmi  it>  Atf^ai 
III*  vm;  gronml  upoa  whl«b  wv  «iuid.  1  tm,  thfrarorv,  anwlllltig  lo 
we«k«a  oai  rcMorce*,  or  complIcRle  oar  poiltloa  bj*  sii  aturk  oa 
Cuba;  (Hbera,  who  bMc  odIjt  Uia  Mags  of  pMC*  In  lb*  fbmrR, 
Uk«  •  4litr*r«nt  eotaw."    vi,  App.,  p-  M. 
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iiig  for  more  ferritorj  Siito  tlie  Mexican  war?  In  tlie 
ftoiittivra  (X)innter4.<inl  conv4?Rtion  at  New  Orleans,  S.  W. 
Daltou  of  Ijouisitua  moved  a  resolution  in  wliich  the 
annexation  ol'Caba  was  declared  Ui  be  nWolutely  iKA-cggary, 
and  ill  which  (xingress  wii&  called  ttpon  to  take  the  iiecce- 
ejiry  steps  to  tu  antiexation  immediately.'  In  tho  Iiouec 
of  PBpi^eisentativee,  Cliastain  uf  Georgia  declared  that  the 
only  right  course  waa  to  take  iiuinedinte  posse^aiait  of 
Cuba.*  And  on  the  27th  of  April,  1855,  the  Riclunond 
Examiner  auuounced  that  the  mere  threat  to  cnmueipate 
tile  slaves  in  Cnba  wonld  be  m  sutHcient  ground  to  declare 
war  against  Spuin,'  and  then  of  course  to  M're^t  the  island 

'"Reeolvtd.  Thai  tlib  coarention  deemn  the  acqui»]tifiQ  of  tho 
ialknd  of  CiibaeseoniUlly  necvssiiry  lu  tlie  proper  protection  af  our 
ooiBin«rc«  io  Ibon  wati;r»  uihI  aocurily  <it  uur  voullivrn  vvu»t.  nod  do 
eMeoUiiliy  urge,  as  k  qiipsilnn  of  pumiuounl  niiiloD«I  u«cvs.'<iiy  and 
n«Uun«]  *u|>rt'iimi?y.  immiMllutn  ocUon  by  cciajfreM  on  Ui«  Mtus."  I> 
Bow.  Voninwrtial  Retiea,  XVIH.,  p.  62tl. 

'  "Our  true (-mirse.[iideed.lb«nDly  course  we  can  adopt  cnnilsioDll}' 
with  our  [>ror<ii»Bians,  and  credllably  to  oiir  gf>T«rDin«nt,  i*  lo  Miod  ■ 
talHcleni  nav«l  lurcv  lo  tlic  laland  of  Cubu;  bliKkode  her  {loju:  take 
paawwloii  or  tier  lerrliory  in  Ike  o&iue  of  JuMlcu,  luiil  Itold  lui  lu  it  in 
tli4  DMDO  o' lrv«(It>m.  ProrMt'uee  will  do  the  rest."  O-ogr.  Giul«, 
ad  B<twi,,  8*1  V<msf-.  A(>p..  ji.  195, 

*"Tlia  ArriLUHiEation  of  Cuba  mny  be  postponed— It  maf  n«v«r 
CD  diitiiiclly  vnterlaiDi-d— but  tho  Icndcncy  of  the  Sptnhdi 
aplroil,  directed,  sbapsd  by  Uie  liisil);»iki[|9  oX  EuKluid  uid 
Pru>C«,  uid  by  ItB  own  iropnetii:y  nnd  J«val(Hii;y,  IaiiiIa  iiltiitint^ly  lo 
tills  or  a  ftimllar  r«ault.  T>it;sain«  Uworiiaiinne  whicti  itmlinrlBtaibe 
d*4irU(.'rion  or  a  Ii09til«<  lorirmaon  tht>  rmiilmr  or  u  iici.-lilHifingsUtti. 
b«catu«  It  tiiwy  l*e  employed  lo  lli»  injury  of  the  otaie  dtelroying  it, 
miul  Juztiify  ihe  prevcinltm  uf  tbo  muvli  muro  sorious  dancer  wbidi 
Kould  teiiult  fnim  the  AOivtuiizatiua  »r  (.'ubu.  or  ores  Ih>m  tb^  eioan- 
ctptUinn  or  io  slaret.  The  atl^tnpl  to  carry  >uc)i  a  projc-ct  into  cxocu- 
tina:  ib«  firm  fltep  laken  in  iliai  dlrrciloni  evm  ibe  nieniKe  of  such  a 
dedgni  wmild  tieofibielf  a  jjilt^voiuarlof  bo«ltlliy,  aiul  would  anihor- 
ix«  Ike  Coiltid  Statics  lo  lake  uiy  means  of  telaliuli<>D,  or  lu  wage  any 
kiililmaie  wail'im;  whlob  lu  goverDiiieiii  aiid  pt^plc)  uiiKbt  Uiluk 
limiMr  and  adriijalilfi. 

'Spain  bao  tliua  givoa  ample  prorocatioo  for  war>" 
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from  it.  The  progressive  fraction  of  the  slavocracy  which 
grew  from  year  to  year,  in  weight  and  numberB,  awaited 
only  a  new  opportunity  to  take  op  the  frustrated  annexa- 
tion project  again,  and  they  were  resolved  to  create  the 
opportunity  if  it  did  not  ofl'er  of  iteelt 
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TOE  ELECTIONS  OF  18H  AND  THE  KNOW  NOTDIKOa 

'IIh:  confititution  (Art,  II.,  See,  3)  makcB  it  tbe  duty  of 
tbtj  president,  from  time  bo  time,  to  giro  to  congress  infor- 
riiHtion  concerning  the  slate  of  tlic  Uniou,  and  tn  rctsiin- 
inetid  to  it8  0011  Bid  brat  ion  auch  measures  am  1i«  Khali  judge 
nvvvmaTy  and  expediont.  PollriwJng  WaMhiiigtonV  VX' 
ample,  all  ttie  presidents  liave  fulfilled  this  duly  by  tlieJr 
60-called  mesBagee,  uriiich  liave  been  divided,  in  a^-'Conlanoe 
u-lili  the  nature  of  the  matter  treated  of  in  them,  into  twu 
clii6M0,  atiniial  iiieBsages  and  epeciat  meeeagou.  Th«  former 
are  sent  to  oongresa  at  the  beginning  of  ever;  regiilar  settaioo 
aud  draw  a  more  or  lese  complete  picture  of  the  etate  of  the 
hume  and  foreign  a<^mr<;  of  the  conntry.  Thie  \e  w  com- 
pletely in  harmony  with  the  intention  of  the  constitution 
that  it  may  l«  said  that  the  president  would  be  shirking 
the  fultiniiiciit  of  a  duty  EXpi-essly  imposed  uptjn  him  by 
ll»e  cunfttitiitiun,  if,  in  an  annual  mueHAge,  he  shotild  make 
DO  nieiiliun  of  «  ijuetitiun  which  nndoubteJly  eoiicenied 
the  weal  and  wue  of  the  eotintr^'  in  an  eminent  degree, 
and  whieh,  moreover,  arose  In  a  form  which  made  )t£  dia- 
viiwion  ill  ooiigreBS  unavoidable. 

The  annnal  messa^  of  the  4th  of  December,  1654.  tuld 
Mnj^resB  and  the  country  nothing  About  Kansas  or  al>'>ut 
the  slavery  t^ueation,  io  general.  Ucnce  either  I'iercc  had 
liccumc  gnilty  of  Bnch  a  shirking  of  duty,  or  there  vi\& 
really  nothing  to  oay  upon  the»e  mutters,  that  is,  the 
l>TO]>h<.-ciuA    of  the  "Kehni«c»lH"  had  hcati  fulfilled,  tlie 


62         KANfiAS-MGBKASKA   BOX  TO   BDOHANAN'b   ELECTION. 

repeal  of  the  Missonri  compromiBe  bad  established  peace 
and  the  principle  of  uod- intervention  was  the  solution  of 
the  slavery  question. 

Tlit're  certainly  had  been  many  people  who,  in  good 
fiiith,  ex[H.'cted  this  wonder  from  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill, 
partly  because,  in  their  doctrinarian  simplicity,  they  were 
uot  able  to  see  tlirt.mgh  the  sophisms  of  Douglas,  partly 
bvciuise  their  anxiety  at  seeing  sectional  contention  driren 
to  the  verge  of  catastrophe,  made  them  readily  believe 
what  they  would  have  immediately  recognized  as  impos- 
sible and  absurd,  if  fear  had  permitted  them  to  make  any 
us©  at  all  of  their  jKiUticivl  judgment.  Bat  their  number 
was  certainly  not  increased  by  the  message.  Xo  one  was 
ingenuous  enough,  nut  to  say  to  himself,  that  the  old  song 
of  |>eaoe  secure*!  would  have  resounded  once  more,  in  the 
fullest  Aivorvls,  if  the  boldest  art  of  interpretation  could 
have  fouuvl  any  supjKirt  whatever  for  the  opinion  that  the 
events  were  a  contiriUiiliou  of  the  Wautifut  promises  that 
havi  Iven  made.  The  silence  of  the  mes*;ige  Mas  so  ek^queut 
that  it  couM  not  but  m:tkc  an  impression  even  on  this 
citvle  of  vts;v>;iariesv  Tilings  did  not  develop  so  rapidly 
that  the  ilai sioiis  t'ormed  ciuiUi  have  l>een  Ov>mp!eteIv  dissi- 
(>aied.  but  not  even  an  apjiarent  standstill  had  l>een  reached, 
and  everythi:;i:  that  hapjiened  i>hi.H'k  the  drtamers  verv 
i::ii:e;;tly.  s>.^  that  the  numivr  of  the  awakening  on  l>oih 
j:«ies  grew  stesdily  larger;  bu;  stil'  there  were  onlr  verv 
:Vw  who  had  workcvl  thc::iso'.ves  A'uijiletety  out  of  tiieir 
»>i::::;:>:io  sc'-t-ticceptioa. 

l:i  i::s  ow:i  *s  well  a*  in  his  opjxineuts*  earip.  Sewanl 
was  tfv.'-^s;der<\i  uo:  iiid^v.  u::i versa". '.y.  but  still  by  the 
J— e*ier  r.u:v.:vr.  as  the  mv^t  d:st;v.j;uishe<J  jH'rs».>naffe 
aaiori:  ti".^'  ".t*icrs  of  :':.e  ar.:>j.",-ivery  :;;ove;i;ent.  To  his 
s'.vecl;>s  aii-i  .w-aritv.'-s  was  as^-r'.;y\i  ti-.e  clianwter  of 
MTTv  :n»=:»j:o*-*  *:i'i  pro^ra:u:-.ie*  at*we  thaa  :o  those  of 
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^'Otlicrpnlitician  witli  snch  a  teiKlnncv,  niul  that  by  I'rleml 

unci   foe,  aliku.     Wlietliur,  and  to  wliat  (-xteiit,    eIiu  vios 

warranted  «mld  iiul  he  known  until  tb<?  prutress  of  forina- 

^tlon  of  the  new  party  liad  proj^eased  inucli  larther.     Hia 

'OWTi  views  might  1k»  jrivntly  inudified  jet,  hy  ihe  proffres- 

»ive  devclupmeui  of  cveuta.     Uiil  iitill  it  was  wrtaiii  that 

his  viewB  were  ehared  1^  many,  and  that  even  a  greattr 

ntiiiilier  bad  their  thii>kitig,  in  rce])cct  to  the  elaTcrjqiiGB- 

tion,  directed  by  bim;   and  it  was  further,  itn.-ontostabla 

ibat — leaving  out  of  oont^idcratiun  the  tx-al  nbolitiutiitits 

[who  took   no   piirt   id   political    lifu — he  and   hie   c]o<«e 

adherents  belonged  to  the  radical  opp<Hicnt8  of  elftvery, 

ulthou^li  there  may  have  been  others  who  stood  furtlier 

lyet  to  the  left 

Seward  bad  cast  a  horoscope  of  the  coinitry.  during  the 
stnicrgle,  which  niiglu,  nt  iiiosl,  alarm  the  elaTuUolder^; 
nil  othera  would  have  Iiaited  its- renltzation  with  deli|!;ht. 
In  hie  speoeh  of  the  17tii  of  Febninr)',  IS54,  he,  indeed, 
opiJutrd  the  delnsioD  that  a  le^itlalivo  act  could  prevent 
the  further  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  as  de^'idedly 
I  fls  h«  had  ever  before,  bot  alter  his  warning  words,  he  drew 
,1  picture  of  the  future  which  gave  more  evidence  of  the 
foitl)  which  moves  inoimlaine  than  of  the  «[iiritof  the  rual- 
i&tio  polittciau.  If  the  ehivcry  (ptcbtion,  he  said,  could 
really  be  banished  from  the  halU  of  congress,  the  slave 
(itatei"  would  have  to  contend  with  the  migcl  of  lil»erty  on 
their  own  soil,  and  tff  be  overcome  by  him,  as  the  northern 
states  had  once  been  overcome  by  him,  to  their  sahxtioa. 
Rot  thin  fitrnggle  eonld  have  no  uithnppy  results,  for  the 

IintlltutioDB  of  llic  conntry  were  8iich  that  the  conflict  of 
viev'ti  on  alnvory,  as  on  all  other  questions,  eonld  be  only 
a  peaceable  one  nud  have  oidy  n  beneficent  termitmlion.* 
'"liiinirtiioi«liik»ir.  in  UiW  caw.joarionotmeet  ltth«rewli«r»w# 
wtwoncc  «*r«*Iav«holdingcta(fls,uyAa  d«w  iir«,  haT«m«t,an<l,  hap- 
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CerUinlj,  the  struggle  between  tfae  oppnsing  principles 
woulj  not  only  hroiik  forth  in  the  plnre  Btiites  theinselvcss 
if  il)0  slaverj  qncstion  fonnd  admittance  no  1onf;cr  inio 
Ibe  Capitol  at  Wnshtngton,  bnt  it  was  already  rngitig,  and 
its  onthroak  dated  as  fnr  back  as  the  origin  of  the  Union. 
But  if  on«  wishotl  or  had  to  wait  until  the  angel  of  free- 
dom hod  gathered  about  him  th«r«  fitich  a  host  that  the 
»iaviicracy  wonid  not  have  be«n  able  to  hold  ont  against  it, 
or  until  tho  olavocracy  had  opened  their  evee  wide  enough 
vohiiitiin]^  to  laj  down  their  anna,  tie  wonld  have  to  exer- 
cise a  patience  which  perhaps  does  not  exceed  the  limits 
of  Christian  brotherly  love,  bot  with  vhldi  practiml 
pulittCA  can  no  longer  reckon.  The  development  of  the 
siavocnicy  had  gone  on  iinintemipierlijr  in  the  oppcMile 
direction.  Jefferson  hnd  trembled  whon  he  remembered 
that  God  WBSJngt;  Pntriok  Ilenrj  had  confessed  thnt,  in 
the  lust  iinaly»i«,  only  moral  veiiknesa  and  egoiii^m  pre- 
vented the  abolition  of  shivery;  Calhoun,  on  the  contrary, 
saw  to  it  a  good,  a  |>o5itive  good,  and  now  the  Ricliinond 
£,paiiunar  declared  free  society  was  a  monstrosity  wbuse 
days  were  numbered.* 


piljr  for  us,  Buccomb^d  hofore  it,  nnmely,  In  tbelrgfsliKTS  bulla,  in  tlie 
diurcliea  and  acboolt.  aod  at  tlte  Qre^ide.  wlUiin  \bt  sUIm  themieli-cs. 
It  U  u  iuig:«)  wiib  vrblcb,  •ooncr  or  lnl*r,  wtry  •lavtlialdiog  «t«t« 
muM  vreMlt!,  and  br  irtaicb  li  musi  be  overcome.  Ei«o.  If  hj  mtina 
of  Ibis  in<>tutir«.  It  nhouM  tint  toODcr  oqbis  In  lliat  point,  and  >lilMiugk| 
I  am  sure  Uinl  jou  will  not  ovsrcome  freedom,  but  ilinl  frvvdoa  wll 
ovCTConi^  jritu.  yn\  I  dn  i>oi  look  ev«n  ibon  fnr  di>a»icuu(  or  uiiliHii|>jr' 
rekutta.  Th«  Inuliutioea  of  our  couairjr  are  bo  ft-aiued.  Uiai  tb« 
(DBVilnblo  coalfici  Dfoplaitin  on  ■la<rorj'.iu  w) every  otbcr  ftiiUji-cl,cao- 
noi  b»  otbArwlsH  tban  prac-<>ful  In  lu  course  aod  beovflcvni  in  Its  it- 
mlnalino."     Coogr,  (;iob*>,  I»t  ^^'^*.,  BSd  Cao^.,  A|iiv,  [i.  IM. 

>  •'  Thuuiuu)i]B  i>f  fav'tB  Uiui  tmd  Uin  uulicedcd  licfurp.  bKotaa  froof 
as  4ir<ing  ni  lloli'  Vit'ti,  tbot  Kri<t>  Koctely  U  a  and  au<J  ilgnal  rnlliir*. 
Frv*  t^-i*>t,v  dn«*  tc«ll  «nM]|li  in  a  now  emintrjr.  .  .  .  Fri>«  aoil 
bM  b«N!nn)i;  dlMiUnl  by  alwIinhiiiK  «lav<^Ty.  .  .  .  Slaverj'  may  b« 
administered  uader  a  Dew  aama    the  kli.d  pbTtieltn  (onturs),  wtib  a 
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After  wli«t  liad  been  snid  alwut  tlie  oiitrageoiiB  iniquity 
of  tlie  ^F;»(iiiri  restritftit)!)  and  on  the  unilouhleil  effect* 
of  (he  iincoiiditiuiial  adoption  and  putting  in  practice  of 
tite  prinnipte  of  non-inierv«ntioD,  it  was  to  be  expected 
Uiat  jnI)iliition  and  ehoiits  of  triniiipli  would  fill  tlic  fiilire 
Eouth,  alter  Ike  Kansas  bill  liad  become  a  law.  lu^teud 
f  of  this,  the  middle  port}'  wliidi  had  won  the  victory 
did   nitt  ctiusc   to  pretend   to  be  a^rgneved   and   vexed, 

■  and  tli«  hotspurs  continued  to  lecture  and  incite  llicin 
fiirtber.  Tiiuip  programme  and  confe^iou  of  faitb  lind 
remained  ciitiri'ly  nnaltered:  either  the  eouth  mu8t  learo 

I  to  etacd  firmly  and  nnsnimouely  together  and  re«olve  to 
speak  in  actii,  or  it  h  certain  lo  meet  with  new  insults  and 
wrongs.'  This  was  the  frank  annonnceinent,  that  tlicy 
drew  pcriilinr  to  the  faciiUy,  m&y  siigar-coati  It  with  an  atlmctlve 
exterior  Mid  a  iBvDifluoiif  npituritioa;  bot  cnmc  Ikic):  inracliiwill 
and  utut.  .  .  .  Tlicj  ulk  of  ataTet;  u  aa  enurmiljr;  mf-  ■'•i>  that 
ftrt  >rK:i«ljr~no(   lo  meniioa  free  oegra  soclMy— Is  a  tinniitiw»Uy. 

■  Like  till  mon*l«r»  it  will  b4>  tlinn lived-" 
'"We  fpel  coDlidcni.  from  llie  present  appearances  and  ftitnrii 
|>robnl)tlill^«  Itiitt  It  ivHI  tioi  bo  Enn^  butorn  th«  |>t>t)pli>  of  tlio  soulb 
will  Iw  cultm]  00  to  r^eiil,  or  submit  to  new  iimults  and  vrroBKw,  "ud 
wv  cuiiiiit  wiihHUnd  ili«  liii-lination  to  espmn  Ibtt  hupp,  Ibat  thcj 
wil)  elilier  nubmli  quietly,  or  reebt  with  mure  flnoaeu  und  uniinhnily 
tbaa  tb*y  dldua  a  recvnl  occuslon.  Xuiltin^but«uaioDorallpvti« 
tn  tlia  foutb  la  tbe  derence  of  tbe  rlgbtB  of  all.  ran  prM^ira  lbes« 
rights,  aod  lh«  Union  at  the  anma  liin«.  .  .  .  Wa  kni)W  tor  a  cor- 
lainir,  ilini  but  nni  oiiu  noiiihnni  laemljer  aHcr  anoifaor.  in  ili«  t^arl}' 
iisgesur  tlie  comiiroRiise  discusHiOD.  iIi?*4>rT«d  liis  luwillon  ««  n  r»illi- 
ful  seoliocl  uv«r  tliv  ri):l>(a  of  biacODttiliirntii.  Ibey  would  livre  round 
nil]  Iniiu  tbe  Donli  sutUci«nt  to  defeat  tbe  Whig-AbuUtioa-Ffee-SoU 
oooBplrNcy.  Hot  ihr>y  waverett  and  vat'lllaled,  made  one  step  forward 
ud  t*fO  backward.  »r  on  one  side;  and  tbtiee  wfag  would  bavo  stood 
by  Ibem  ev«n  at  tbe  risk  of  forfeitintr  ibelr  |M>pularity  at  bonie.  did 
niX  (lerm  theouelves  called  on  losacriflce  tbemgelTM  for  llie  take  of 
Ti|[bi*  wblch  tboae  moat  iniincdiiilely  L-iJoct-nied.  did  out  tbiuk  worth 
defpndinif.  .  .  .  In  (hture  tbeir  ihreain  will  lie  laujlied  at.  and 
tlMiy  mii'l  deal  In  adino*.  ixH  wotxht."  't'bc  Unitttt  Sl^iUt  Uatitit, 
Jnoe.  ISU,  [>p  fl07,a)6. 
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wonitl  not  even  allow  the  Kan«M-Nebr«bB  h\T\  to  be  oon- 
flidcrcii  an  armistice  wliich  might  be  terminnted  at  anj 
time,  becauM  the  slnvocracj  oould  effectively  defend  thom- 
Bflvfs  tmly  bj-  fictiiig  still  further  on  the  offciisive,  nnd 
also  bv  breaking  down  the  barriers  wliich,  witli  their  owl 
co-operation,  had  been  erected  againet  them.  And  tliey. 
certainly,  could  not  be  rcpri.>ache<)  with  being  tntisfied 
with  VBin  words.  Thi-v  were  only  an  evHnc*cent  fniction 
of  tlio  entire  people,  and  hence  tlie  immediate  transforma- 
tion  of  their  witihee  into  laws  wtie  excluded,  fint  spite 
of  tlietr  paucity  of  nnmbera,  they  had  always  finally 
reached  their  end  by  Whlnesg  and  tenacions  perseverance. 
The  course  and  issue  of  the  hist  Rtnipgle  were  not  calcn- 
Inted  to  »hake  their  telf-conlidutice.  Con^Jering  their 
entire  past,  it  should  have  been  ht.'lieved  tliat  they  were  in 
bitter  earnest  with  the  new  ngitntion  which  they  were  now 
endcavdriiiir  to  Ptart.  Inetuitd  o>'  tliie,  howcror  ho  liltle 
attention  was  paid  to  the  matter,  that  it  waf^,  at  most,  men- 
tioned, occa»ionaUy,  only  as  a  clmracteriatic  curiosity. 
Bpile  4f  all  the  bitter  experiences  wlii<:h  had  been  gone 
thronjjh  dnring  the  last  tiiirty-ti  i-c  years,  it  wa«  oon&idored 
nntmnginalilf,  that  tlit-  gnimb-hildrcn  of  the  patrioln  of 
the  war  of  indopetnlence  could  have  bo  far  degenerated  aa 
to  rertlly  wi*h  to  make  an  assault  on  the  last  bHln-urk 
whieh  the  wisdom,  oonecience  ami  sense  of  freedom  nf  the 
frtthers  had  erected  against  the  cnrso  of  eltivery.  Tlie 
slavery  quMtion  was  not  yet  nn<lcr*tood,  bccanse  eo  Ifttlo 
was  known  of  the  history  of  slavery,  and  hence  the  »]a\-e- 
holdera  were  not  undcrsti>od.  The  very  tact  that  tJie 
iittnck  wa«  directed  against  the  lut  position,  ilie  kuy  to 
the  wli.»le  battle-field,  miule  it  doubly  cvrtniii  thnt  there 
wiif  iiHOsti«>n  not  eiinplj  of  an  empty  demunttrntion.  Tlie 
expectation  was  fully  gronndod,  that  tlie  immense  majority 
of  the   toutlioro   population  and  «t6b  the  alareholdora 
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'WAiild  rfifuae  Uieir  (Cooperation  in  the  new  alteinpl  on 
freedom,  with  aineere  iinli^nation.  JJnt  tlie  qneetion  was, 
wlielUer  this  was  not  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the 

Hiiiatory  of  elavcrj  and  tlio  slavery  quoetioit  tip  to  date. 

^^  Hitherto,  it  had  appeared  tlmt  tlic  slavocratic  inetincte 
wore  tnoDt  fully  duvulupvd  in  Llin  Firo  Eatore.     If  eudi 

Pwerc  the  casu  now  also,  they  would  draw  the  masses  by  tlie 
unbreiikiibli-  aiblo  of  the  h>gic  uf  facila  after  tliem,  slowly 
but  snri-ly,  niid  the  iniis&cs  would  end  by  ineeriliin^  tliat 
apoQ  their  banner  from  wlitcb  tliey  bad  at  firat  turned 
Kaway  with  horror.  The  lionesty  of  their  horror  only 
^"  hciglilenod  the  danger,  if  Slidell'g  demand  to  dissolve 
tlie  treaty  relation  with  Enj^land  and  France  witli  rofcronce 
to  the  siipprceeion  of  the  African  slave  trade,  because  tbe 
sqnadron  of  gnrvoillance  innintninwi  at  great  Bftcrifio  had 
achieved  no  result^;  worthy  of  mention,'  was  assented  to 
and  supported  only  by  a  small  circle,  was  tlicre  any  dan^r 
that  the  advocutes  of  the  resumption  of  frlarc  impurtution 
woidd  bo  able  to  propa^te  tlieir  views  and  make  convvrta 
to  them  I  But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  wa«  recalled 
H  how  till'  eotiro  eotith  bad  once  stood  on  this  question,  was 
not  the  fact  llinl  it  wiis  dared  openly  to  express  the  wish, 
proof  of  Bucli  a  possiljillty?     it  was  all    the  more  to  be 


■  The  rppdit  >'(  Slid^ll  of  Iho  Oimmftt«»  nn  Ptircicn  R^liiUniis  ia 
priot'-'l  iu  llie  N.  Y.  Tin^t  <>(  J«oe  2,  185-1.  allliougb  tlie  mntlerwM 
hmtiehl  rorwird  in  •nrrrre  rjcrwllTo  iMaiim  or  Ihc  BPuntr.  8ll<[p|l 
■Ik[<*nlp(l  In  tbe  teatimouj  iir  Mr.  Htiit  who  claimed,  nn  Oio  lOih  of 
Moroh.  1890.  twforo  a  committeo  of  th«  nou»i;  of  Coniin(>Di>,  tliul  |]i« 
IraiMtrtnllon  of  ilnvps  lind  InrteusLft  ftom  IMS  lo  IMT  flrttiD  30,000  to 
M,0(M>.  Sir  ClinrU^  llnltham  who  for  n  long  tim»  (-ommmdiw)  th« 
KnKliftli  fturTniltanco  f4]iin(lroD  expreued  ih«  couvlctioa  before  Uie 
URin  fiinaiUlfU  Ibai  lli^  rx  |>t<f  tit  linn  of  «Uv«w  wmi  "ciilimly  <!«■ 
ftMid^nt  upon  Iho  cnmmciTbl  demnnd  for  Blnvfta,"  Biid  reniirk^d: 
"sxpcrii-Mcu  Um  pr"vra  \Uv  iiivnrni  nvjicin  n>  be  futilt?"  Tlic  tnain- 
WnuiM!e  uf  lite  siirrelllKOce  H][indrnii  cxwx  (T.'IIM.OOO,  of  nlili^li  sunt 
It  91,O00.im  wat  bom«  by  tlie  I'Dllcd  SlnlM. 
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evpectod  llmt  tliie  qiiection  would  force  itself  apon  llie 
nortli  us  the  tknatioa  of  slavery  lin<l  sent  up  their  h/ilUtn* 
^egsai  avert  Iwfure  therepeiJof  the  Missouri  comproniifle.* 
And  if  iitteiition  had  not  been  mreflted  by  the  greater 
boldnesa  with  which  the  idea  wsa  expressed  imoie-diately 
Rftcr  the  achievemeat  of  this  victory,  oue  could  not  fail  to 
have  been  etriic'k  by  the  &ober  manner  in  which  it  wae 
ffou^ht  to  sitport  it.  Pafx^ionnte,  provoking  rodomontades 
might  mnch  more  eaeity  have  been  pas&ed  by  unnoticed 
than  the  cold,  measured  ren&oning  of  the  Charleston 
SUtndani  wliich,  in  a  sympathetic  article  (Jnne  21, 1354-) 
on  SlirleU'it  motion,  proved  that  it  n-as  foolish  and  illogical 
to  justify  the  maintenance  of  ulavery  by  the  claim  that  it 
was  a  blessing  both  for  masters  and  slaves,  and  at  the  Bamflfl 
time  to  Rlanip  the  most  elTectual  means  for  itn  pmpnfTiu 
tion  as  a  uinntitroiiji  evil  and  one  of  the  blackeac  of  cri  iiies. 
And  what  nmde  this  iirefnta'de  argument  especially  note- 
worthy was  the  frank  deeJarstion  that  it  wae  pmbahly  not 
yet  time  to  draw  its  jtructieal  couseqaeuccs,  but  that  the 
south  must  ultimntely  do  it.'  A  few  muntha  later,  this 
muH  was  exbanstively  proved  and  explained  by  the 
Charleston  Mercury.     The  south,   said  that  influential 


'  Tlis  8<mthfr\    Standard  wril«s:     "W*  no  dM  noljr  prswrra 
domeailc «er*itiMl«,  butcso  <Ierjr  the  ix>wMof  ili»  w<n'ld.    Wiili  firm-, 
ness and Jttdpnmi vu can  npea  up  rlir   Afrknn  eUrc  ImmlEiriiitoa' 
■gain  til  ptK)|i!e  ilie  noble  regions  of  Ibn  uopics  "    Quoted  In  Ui«  tn. 
dtjxjidfni.  Nu».  n.  1858. 

*"h  la  apcia  tbeae  pHoclitles.  and  with  s  rlfw  tn  thf   tililmalej 
■lwndoDni«tiI  of  all  rcHrirtinnit  u[von  titn  ftlar*  trndo  Hint  we  ^pprov*  i 
tilt  tneiuure  iniroiliictd  by  Jlr.  mitltrli.    Wf  hope  our  Tiewa  will  tUFSt 
the  ailcntioo  of  prvM**  1b  i>i«  Miutlivrn  Maiw.    Tbey  sre  pt^msturs 
l^•rb■{l•:  bntlt  is  verf  e«nslD  (list  npoa  at  alon«  oioM  ulilmst«|jr 
depend  thv  forliuics  of  our  ottq  p«:ullBr  lyttcm  of  soclsty,  and  ii  iaj 
not  too  KooD  to  gire  It  •  vulce  nn<l  lei  It  apenk  and  net  apon  tfav  grea 
pritM^ifW  wliieb  siTmi  Ii,  lDubodi»nc«  tolts  own  Intsmu  snd  its  own' 
ucceaaities." 
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journal,  must  be  a  unit  in  re$pect  to  slaTery;  to  that  end, 
every  white  man  should,  sa  fnr  a»  possible,  beooioe  h  s1arc> 
ownei';  but  a  material  increase  of  the  number  of  slave- 
boldere  wu  possible  onlj  on  condition  that  tlie  number 
of  alavea  so  increased  that  their  price  might  greatlj 
deelitic.) 

In  the  north,  it  viu  not  recognized  that  thie  programme 
muet  linn;  a  future  because  the  forcible  logic  on  which  it 
rMtoiI  would  prove  stronger  than  the  traditional  objection 
to  the  African  slave  trade.  Od  the  other  hand,  the  elavo- 
cnttic  fanatics  who  hud  Uie  couruge  thus  to  follow  the 
principle,  that  slavery  vraa  a  pneitive  good  to  it^  ultimate 
consequences,  ox'erluoked  that  thej  deatroyeil  this  laat 
basis  of  their  nrgonient  UieiuaeWeft,  eioce  it  furnished  an 


■ "  B1ii*«s  «er«  oever  bo  hii;h  ta  lh«  wutli.  Tliey  have,  within  ibe 
but  frw  yran,  wlvnDcrd  fifty  p^r  cent  in  price,  itnd.  in  a»nie  iadtances. 
%\m  mar*.  Tn  wbu  li  this  aurltmislilo!  Is  ll  I'l  an  inorenBe  In  tlie 
value  or  Ibolr  produciluiis T  We  iliiok  not.  Tailing  tlir  thrcD  groM 
RiBplMi,  oou(*n,  rlcB  and  ingar,  a*  th*  Maniltmlo.  we  can  itiiicorer  no 
sncb  iocttMft  Id  llie  pmSu  Of  their  cuUiire  ««  wmilil  warrnnl  this  art- 
Yanc4\  Inclml.  ll  m»j  wd!  be  <li>ubli;tl.  vdwihrr  iilnntin);.  ilin^uitliuiii 
Ibecouih.  ilnrJDg  Itie  1m[  ten  years.  Iiaa  been  as  ))iriiliint>1e  b«  I<ir  tli« 
«m9  pr''«'<ling  pcrifxl.  It  liii?,  crr'oiuly,  not  bwa  itiiiT«  M.  ,  .  The 
inflnxof  gold  CriHD  CiiUfoniia,  in  swelling;  the  co»i  or  n1nKie(  every 
»|Mtel»a  p(  imijieri}-,  nvci-oan  ly  anVcted  Ihat  al  iiliivea.  But  there  Is  a 
reteiJii  dei^per  and  bejond  this.  It  la  the  acorcily  of,  as  conipaicd  wilh 
\hv  inu)il[>ljin]t  demHniU  fgr,  labor:  dninaDdo,  loo,  ui  imiiikniiire  thni 
llie;  ratul  b«  iniiplleil  at  almou  aoy  cosL  .  .  .  Kui,  ini'rea«e  the 
fn|ip1j  of  labor,  and  llitia  cbenpen  Ihu  cost  of  olavtn,  anil  the  snuUi 
will  esCmpv  this  Inierual  peril.  The  nanitmr  nf  al»relii>Iden  would 
nalllpty,  the  direct  intcrcat  in  il«  (irt^icivuttan  wnuld  ti#  mar*  nnl- 
rerMlly  dilTiu«d,  and  ilial  great  neceasliy  of  ilo  »ouib— union  In  de- 
fenfO  of  slavery,  mora  niadlly  aco>iin|ilUhi«I.  If  It  were  pnmihie, 
•r*ry  miin  in  h«r  limits  should  be  a  elavc-owner,  Tbpre  would  iln>n 
1m  nochancca  ihsi  'Itruiu*,'  nuil  llko  incendiary  public  iiiims  wmild 
Bad  rexpainM  In  any  quarter  of  tha  Boutb,  excitiag  one  claw  afslnsl 
aaother.  aad  deceWinir  a  part  into  believing  that  ihelr  fale  con  be 
different  IVom  that  of  die  whole."  The  Chwlealoo  J/trc«ry.  Norem- 
ber7, 18U. 
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irrefutable  proof  timt  the  slavocracy,  spite  of  all  political 
victories,  were  forced  more  and  more  by  the  uninterrupted 
development  of  actual  circnmetanceB,  before  the  question 
of  life  or  death.  By  calling  the  attention  of  tlieir  asBOci- 
atcs  to  the  fact  that  they  muBt  rouse  themselves  to  a  new, 
tlie  last  but  also  the  hardest  struggle,  tliese  fanatics  told 
tlicir  oppunentti  tliat,  spite  of  all  defeats  hitherto,  they 
might  enter  on  the  contest  anew,  with  the  certainty  of 
victory,  so  long  as  that  had  not  been  wrested  from  them 
wliich  almost  the  entire  population  of  the  aonth  BtitI 
looked  uj>on  as  inviolable. 

This  w:i$  a?  yet  understood  neither  on  the  one  side  nor 
the  other,  but  there  was  as  tittle  need  here  as  there,  on 
tlmt  account,  for  a  summons  to  continue  the  strnOTle. 
That  Sewanl's  ''  aujrel  "  was  called  to  play  a  great  part  in 
the  drama  was  already  certain,  and  we  shall  yet  see  that 
that  jtart  was  even  now  locally  of  the  most  eminent  im- 
lH>rtance.  Hut  whatever  the  future  might  bring  forth, 
that  drain:i  had  nut  yet  become  exclusively  the  affair  of 
the  soutli'.  rn  states,  hut  the  United  States  was  still  the 
tlu'atrt-  on  wliicli  the  puvc  was  playeil.  And  it  appeared 
witli  ivrtainty  from  tlio  facts  cited,  that  thus  far  the 
devotion  of  the  Ci>ntn.>lling  elenu-nts  of  the  south  to 
slavery  Wcamo  mure  and  more  unconditional  and  more 
and  nioiv  onthnsijistic.  But  Sowan.1  had  rightlv  declared 
it  to  Ih>  nuK'h  hiirvior  to  imagine  that  the  north  would 
allow  the  love  of  tVrt'doni  to  K'  wrung  from  its  heart  and 
\tmu  than  tiiat  tlie  shivtvraey  should  wase  to  look  upon 
<'.aver\'  as  a  tr^'asare.  Hence  in  the  free  states  the  nnm- 
Ut  of  those  grew  steadily  hii^T  who  not  only  pri>claimed 
w;th  t!ie;r  "■>■<  I'Ut  proved  by  their  lU'ts,  tliat  they  would 
never  reeojriiiie  the  utih.^'.y  work  ot'  the  'S3r\i  ct.»n;;ress  as 
;4:i  aniiistiee,  to  say  nothing  of  tlieir  ivganiiiig  it  as  the 
conelusion   of  a  peace.     To  the  honor  of  the  American 
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e  be  it  said  that  frum  thU  time  forward  the  respons- 
v  for  the  coiitiiuit)iK'«  ol*  sectionHl  strife  in  the  land 
nwlud  to  tlie  extent  of  a  good  hiiir  upon    tlieir  shouldera. 

I  It  is  vAiii   luWr  to  wish  to  vlenr    them   fully  tVuin    tlie 
eltar^  tliat  cliey  laid  hands  on   Lite  coiietttuttonal    rights 
of  the  soatli.     On  t)ic  wliole,  tlioy  maintained  the  delcns- 
ive,  protecting  thoir  own  good  riglita  and  tii©  inlieritance 
of  tlieir  fathers  which  shntufless  politiciaas  ventured  to 
sell  to  the  slavocrac)-.      But   they  iicted  on  the  oSeusive 
^hUo,  and  tlieo  tliey  repeatedly  overleaped  the  litnite  of  tliu 
"law  and  the  constitution.     Whoever  tliinks    that  world- 
^lii^toric  processes  are  to  be  governed  hy  the  same  rules  of 
^pavr,  and    looked  at  tVom  tlie  same  standpoint,  as  a  private 
trunsaution,  before  a  civil  court  of  justice,  may  chai^ 
^vthifi  np"n  them  &i  a  criinc.     Bnt  the  mind  that  is  able  to 
^Beumprelit'iid  that,  in   tha  life  uf  naliuns,  politioul   doings 
Hmk  not  under  nil  circumRtitnces  to  be  finally  judged  in 
■(MWnlunce  with  the  coaetitntioD  and  the  laws,  will  not 
^on  that  account,  condoinn  tliom.     Thus  far  the  north  liad 
^ooly  dndeavored  to  ward  olf  the  blows  of  its  opjH'Uents, 
and  it  bad  been  always  forced  farther  and  farther  hack. 

J!Nuw  it  occasionally    rvtnnred  a  blow   which    hud  to  he 
notched  in  the  tally  of  its  constitutional  sins,  but  which 
aftbrded  evidence  that  it  had  recovered  its  self-respect. 
This,  however,  was  The  fundamental  condition  of  the  sola- 
tlon,  at  some  future    tim?,   of    the    terrible  problem  of 
the  nation. 
[    Cbance  would  have  it  that,  on  the  very  day  on  which 
tLe  )tiIo|)tion  of  the  Kansas- Nebraska  bill,  in  the  lious« 
of  reprebvulatives,  wist  the  north  into  violent  excitement, 
B^tlie  arrest  aud  extradition  of  a  fugitive  slave  in  Boston, 
^Lliuitied  the  dauies  of  pal^tjion  still   higher.     The  alteinpC 
l^lo    literate   Anthony    Uurne,    by   force,   failed,    because 
lomo  of  the  leaders  i>f  the  aboUtioniats  allowed  ihouuelvos 
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to  be  carried  away  bj  their  zeal,  to  rentare  a  coup  de 
main  without  pruper  preparation,  contrary  to  the  pro- 
gramme agreed  upon  with  their  associates.  But  the 
impreifion  which  the  event  created  on  the  people  of  the 
citv  and  state  must  not  be  measured  bv  the  fact  that  only 
a  handful  of  men  attempted  the  futile  storming  of  the 
pri^m.  in  which  a  citizen  summoned  to  act  as  a  gnard  lost 
his  life.  How  p^iwerful  the  echo  tbund  by  the  speechea 
made  in  that  old  cradle  of  liberty.  Faneuil  Hall,  was,  was 
suffii'ienlly  shown  by  the  precautionary  measures  taken  hy 
the  aiitJi.irities.  Besides  the  entire  city  police,  militia, 
marii.es  and  regular  troops  were  summoned  and  rode  np 
to  the  court  house  with  cannons  loaded  with  grape-shot  to 
see  tiiv  fugitive  safely  transferred  to  the  revenue  cutter, 
Morri^,  which,  by  order  of  the  president,  was  to  convey 
him  to  Viririnia.  Thanks  to  these  measures,  the  slavo- 
cracy  had  tlie  satisiaciion  to  see  the  fugitive  slave  law 
executed  in  liosion.  but  it  had  cost  over  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  lo  deliver  this  one  s!ave  to  his  masterl  ' 
On  the  ?ln're.  a  clerirymau  loudly  lH.'st>ught  heaven,  in  its 
m^'^^^'v.  to  Mess  the  laWrs  of  those  who  wished  to  preserve 
the  co'.iiitn,-  from  the  furtiier  commission  of  such  crimes. 
The  arpi.inS:t.-d  multitude  listeneti  to  liis  words  with  l«ied 
liead>  and  K-atiiij:  liearts.  Hut  over  a  hundred  of  the  best 
and  iii.-st  [>'-[iL\':aMe  men  I'ornnxi.  next  day.  a  secret 
s^-t-'iety.  rill-  i'>'?'ton  Anti-Man-lIiintiui:  League,  tlie  object 
of  wiiieh  was  i>y  stnuajrt'ui  aTid  if  iiecessiirv  by  force,  to 
frtistnite  the  atMi'ks  ot'  the  man-hunters,  and  l^.th  honses 
of  tht-  '.e;:i>:atur»'  iy  a  larj.-^-  niaji-rity  [K'litioniM  tiie  gov- 
ernor  l--  remove  tiforire  l.orini;  who  had  aete<i  as  commis- 
sioner in  the  cast.'  and  onU'i\ii  tlie  extradition,  from  otHee.* 

:  Haml'ieton.  Hi:'t.'n-    of  the   I\iliiic»l   Cami>a:jn    in    Virjrini*   in 
=  TLe  biiiory  t>f  the  Aulhcoy  Burns  cam  U  v^iy  fully  r«lat«d  by 
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Bid  tlid  elaveliolding  interest  bolievo  tbnt  tlie  triampli 
of  hftviug  euatcticd  Autliotij'  Utirns  frutn  his  Aeylutu,  wng, 
neverilieloft»,  not  too  dearly  boiiglicl  The  JDi-renscd 
actirity  of  the  "underground  railway"  might  give  it  an 
undoubted  aDKvrL-r  to  that  i)iic«tion,i  fur  it  wutild  have 
beon  simply  rtdiculoiia  to  question  that  thiit  phenomenon 
was  iiititnatuly  coniirtstcd  with  aU  such  triumphs.  AihI 
the  material  loss  which  the  eUvchulders  eiilTercd  thvre- 
froin,  vita  tlie  elenicut  of  Icaat  importance.  The  |j|ieiiuin- 
enon  showed  that  the  number  of  those  ^rew  atcadily  who 
saw  so  glarinfi;  a  contrast  belwi^ou  the  laws  resting  on 
hnman  aiilhuriiy  and  the  "higlior  law,"  that  ther  felt 
themselves  compelled  in  oonscienue  to  become  Uw  breakers. 
But  tliis  was  of  incompnral>ly  greater  inipoi-tnneo.  beeuii&e 
it  furnished  a  correct  inueunre  for  the  intcn^itj  of  the 
reaction  which  the  last  nctone«  of  tlic  elavocracy  had 
called  tbrtl).  ICorcould  the  alavocracy  ignore  thi«,  because 
now  the  extent  of  the  roaotion  began  to  eorreap<jnd  with 
it£  intc-nttit^'. 

The  churactor  of  the  Americun  people  affonh^d  a  guar- 
antee that  those  wonhl  always  constitiile  an  t:vanesceot 
miuoritj',  who  ooueidered  tlieuiselvM  entitled,  iu  opposi- 

in  bi>  ni«e  und  Fall  a(  ili«  BlaT«  I'owur  in  AtnehrA.  II ,  {>p. 
<4.    Compare  abotb«  imicle  lo  llie  NY.  /W/'un^,  of  Jun«8, 
ISM.    rikc.  Fint  BIuwk  o(  Hip  Ciril  Wnr.  pp.  £41.  Hi. 

'  Tli«  InUUigtnter,  ofSl  LohIb,  write*:  "Tho  ovll  bu  got  Ui  ))(•  aa 
[iiiBieD»«  otio.  and  it  ii  diiily  bi'4.i>[uiDg  awre  ftggriLTal«d-  It  llirMlciw 
Id  xubren  Oie  iubiliution  of  .Hliiverj-  in  tliU  Hinia  cnlin-l)-,  and  unless 
«ITi!H-1  unity  ctiorkKl  il  will  ccTttiinl.v  do  no.  Ilior^  Uno  doulx  ifaat  tMi 
a1nT»  ure  onw  t\t>,\vu  fVoiu  Missouri  to  cv«rv  oiie  tliul  wim  *»{>irit«il' 
offWIuro  ibe  DoiijiUh  (#tc)  Mil  "  Ijiimed  In  tlie  fmhp'inlfnX  ofJaiin- 
hty  i",  \^y  In  lij^  niimt>er  of  April  5.  it^Vi.  tbo  iianu>  jMiirnnl  otiyo  (liat 
tlie  uiiiDlwr  •>(  ruglllrm  by  tb<i  "Olilo  uuilprgruiind  Viae  "  niia  twont;- 
lint  |ict  roin.  gitai^T  UiiLD  Id  Buy  pn^viouit  ycnr.  "Iiidcod  inuii;  inutnra 
!)»•  hronglii  tltnir  Imad*  ftnm  tlie  Kanawha  (Vi'«st  Vtrgittia),  oot  b«. 
Utg  wilHag  to  risk  iliem  Uier«.'* 
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tion  to  the  legal  order  of  things,  to  take  the  law  into  tfaeir 
own  hands;  but  the  cliaracter  of  the  people  and  their 
wliole  development  hitherto  niider  the  constitation  were 
such,  too,  that,  whenever  the  conviction  became  widelj 
epro.id  and  deeplj  rooted,  that  there  was  a  contradictioo 
butween  wliat  was  law  and  what  was  riglit,  an  attempt  was 
niiide  to  set  authority  against  authority  and  tight  lawB 
Willi  laws. 

Ill  Racine,  Wisconsin,  a  fugitive  by  the  nameof  Joshna 
Glover  was  arrested  in  the  spring  of  1854,  and  taken  to 
Milwaukee.  There  there  were  not,  as  in  Boston,  infantry, 
marines  and  artillery  whom  the  president  might  direct  to 
act  as  a  safe  escort  to  the  hunters  and  their  victim,  and 
tlic  !-clf-evident  truths  uf  tlie  Dccliiration  ot  Independence 
had  nitt  yet  become  "glittering  generalities"  there.  The 
blood  sliot  bdtly  towards  head  and  heart  at  tlie  sight  of  a 
man  bleeding  and  in  chains,  dragged  through  the  streets 
of  tlie  free  city  that  he  might  again  be  forced  back  into 
the  yoke  of  slavery  which  he  had  escaped  nt  the  risk  of  his 
life.  A  crowd  broke  into  the  prison.  Glover  was  rescued 
successfully,  and  escaped  into  Canada.  This,  however,  did 
not  end  the  matter;  it  was  followed  by  an  unexpected 
after-piece  which  it  was  believed,  for  a  moment,  would 
have  the  most  serious  consequences.  Some  of  the  instiga- 
tors and  leaders  of  the  people,  were  brought  to  account. 
The  supreme  court  of  the  state,  however,  decided  in  favor 
of  the  accused,  basing  its  jmlgment  on  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  1850.  It  was  natural 
that  this  decision  should  call  furth  loud  jubilation  on  the 
one  hand  and  violent  acrimony  un  the  other,  but  tliere  wafi 
no  reason  to  build  great  hopes  or  fcai-s  upon  it.  The 
objection  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  171)3,  Iiad  been 
declared  constitutional  by  the  federal  su|irome  emrt.  Judge 
Vinton  met  with  the  claim,  that  the  two  laws  were  not  in 
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principle  the  same  in  every  respect,  nor  even  siinilar. 
Tbifi  might  bo  correct,  bat  there  wha  not  the  slighteeC 
doubt  that  the  constitationnlity  of  the  new  Fugitive  Slave 
Lmw  wonltl  bo  questioned  as  little  \>y  the  federal  supreme 
coort  03  the  coDstitutionality  of  the  old  one.  If  the 
exuniple  of  the  supreme  court  of  Wi^utifiiii  eliuuM  Rnd 
inailation,  ttie  &Iuvooracjr  needed  ouly  to  brtog  one  caae 
before  the  eiipretne  coort  of  the  United  Stales,  in  order  to 
^  wre6t  that  weapon  from  its  opjionents.  Kvei-y  attempt,  by 
^Kjadictal  jndj^ent,  to  subvert  the  odious  law  watt  witboat 
prospect  of  saccesa.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  that  decision 
of  the  supreme  oonrt  of  Wisconsin,  was  by  no  means 
wortbleA».  Althougli  the  Intpe  was  not  fulttlled  that  otiier 
slate  courts  would  have  and  use  the  opportunity  to  exprcKg 
tbcir  iigreement  with  tlmt  judgment,  the  moral  support 
which  the  opposition  obtained  From  it,  was  not  to  be  lightly 
estimated. 
^L  The  roots  of  tlic  nullificatioa  heretics  were  so  com- 
^^plotcly  dead,  in  the  free  etatc«,  since  the  dnyt  of  the  Hart- 
ford  couvmitiuu,  that  no  vDurts  were  made  to  rctiuecitatc 
thetn.  But  it  had  not  been  forgotten  how  iVcquetitly  and 
how  effectually  the  state  legislatures,  in  former  timea,  had 
thrown  ohelaclea  in  the  way  of  the  federal  auihoritie*,  and 
the  snpreme  court  of  the  United  States  Itaelf  bad  shown 
them  how  they  could  do  so  io  ro«[>ect  to  this  quHtition, 
vithont  putting  tbeniselres  on  the  ground  of  the  Kentucky 
waolutiuns.      In  the  celebrated  decision  in  Prigg  vs.  The 

IConimonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  cxclnsive  legislative 
power  in  respect  to  the  cittraditjon  of  fugitive  slaves  was 
claiiDod  for  congrcu.'     Ou  this  was  bag«d  a  largo  nnm< 

)"Tb»  clause  ta  fbnnd  in  tbeaatloDal  cnuBiliutloii.  uid  not  In  tliM 
of  nay  ■tntn.  It  don  mot  |ioint  puI  noy  state  ruDcliouarier,  or  an;  state 
action  10  carry  Us  provlalttiu  luto  affect.  The  buibs  canuoi.  iherefor*. 
bs  eoBtiwUed  to  earorce  Uieju ;  ami  li  mlghi  wall  be  clwined  an  udouo. 
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ber  of  so-called  "Pereonal  Liberty  Laws'*  wliiob,  in  aa 
ingenioQi)  manner,  endenrored  to  wrest  tlieir  bootj  from 
tbe  slave  hnrtterB.*  All  Btat«  otiioors  who,  in  any  waj, 
usisted  the  elave  banters  were  threatene<l  vrith  beavyl 
fines;  Invryers  who  conducted  the  cues  of  the  alleged 
owTierswere  forbidden  tbe  further  practice  of  thoir  pro- 
fession; the  conHnement  of  fugitive  slaves  in  Bt(U« 
prifions  wns  prohibited,  eto.  Hiese  and  eimilnr  provisions 
were  jiistiHed  by  the  fact  that  according  to  tlie  decision  of 
tbe  federal  enpreme  conrt  above  mentioned  the  atnlos  wc 
not  obliged  to  take  me-aeurce  of  their  own  for  the  csecti- 
tion  of  the  constitiitional  clause  in  question.  Bat  tbe  lawA 
contained  provisions  vhich  could  not  be  covered  br  this 
ai^umoDt.  Aboveall,  in  contradistinction  to  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  a  trial  by  jury  and  the  privilege  uf  tlic  writ  of 
haitai  corptis  were  secured  to  fugitives  whom  it  wa« 
wished  to  reclaim.  In  ju6tilication  of  this,  it  was  said 
that  it  was  not  tliereby  sought  to  hinder  the  extrndilion 
of  fugitive  slaves,  bnt  only  to  prevent  free  persons  from 
being  deprived  of  their  liberty  by  tbe  "dno  proeee*  of 
law"  expressly  required  by  tbe  eonstitntion.  Tliis  wns 
oertainly  no  sophistieal  pretext.  The  onorinlties  of  tlie 
Fugitive  Slave  Low  made  the  danger  seem  fiK^t  enough. 
tboC,  sometimeR,  free  colored  people  wovtd  bo,  both  bona 
^t  and  mnlA  ^^4<,  condemned  to  slavery.  Xcvcrthuloss 
the  principal  object  of  these  provisions,  aa  of  »11  the  laws, 
was  unquestionably  to  protect  real  lugitives  from  their 
pnrsucra.     The  law  tif  Michigan,  for  instance,  gave  very 


Mltnilnasl  «3i«rol«»  of  ths  power  ot  tnt«r|vn>iulon,  in  IniUt  tli*t  tba 
stalMUS  tmand  to  prof Id*  »mim  to  oarn  into  effrct  the  dutlM  nr tbe 
BUlotial  KovernmoDt,  aowbero  d«t«galed  or  lairuaivil  u>  ih«ai  lijr  ifa« 
coonimitun-"  I^um'  Rep.  XVI^  pii.Sl&,«16;  Cvnli,  XIV,  p.  4'j4. 
>  A  KlKirl  imivx  of  tb»  Tnrioiu  Uberty  Laws  U  lo  %«  found  la  Da 
Bow,  CmtuvrfM  tUtit^  XXIX..  pp.  KO-SU 
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,lftin  expression  to  this.*  But  in  and  of  it4elf,Ujat  object 
— tlio  constitntionalitj  of  the  federul  law  aiippoBed — made 
these  laws  anconstitiitiunB).  To  recognize  this,  oue  needed 
no  legal  tniining,  and  do  hypercriticifna  or  lsw}'erlike 
craftintsfi  could  argiic  it  away.  The  statee  did  nor  need 
to,  and,  HP  Siorv  *iavs,  perhaps  should  not,  by  mefisnres  of 
their  own,  nee  to  the  execution  of  the  constirntionnl  ciniise  in 
([iieBtion,  bnt  this  only  liecftuse  tliej  were  hound  in  goo<l 
fiuth  to  finbuiit  to  the  enforcement  of  it  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed bj  tiie  federal  Ic^islatnre.  This  was  aelf-evident, 
bat  {t  vas  also  expreued*  in  the  clearest  words  in  the 
doctfiion  of  the  suj-reiue  conrt  on  which  the  originators 
and  defenders  of  Liberty  1mv&  relied,'  Thece  laws  were 
passed  in  the  worst  of  faith,  for,  while  they  formally  left 
the  Fneritire  Slave  Law  nnaffccted,  they  contemplnleii  ita 
practical  nnllitication.  That  apite  of  tUin,  very  honest  and 
law-abiding  people  felt  no  ecrnples  whatever  in  reference 
to  the  Liberty  Laws,  is  explained  by  the  fact^  that  their 
moral  indignation  made  it  imj)os»ibl6  for  them  fnlly  and 

>  >'Tli»  p«n[t1«  of  Ui(>  6lAl«  nt  Michignn  ^oacl,  Ihat  it  ihall  be  IliD 
datx  of  lt>«  proeecullni;  al|OTncy»,  nithin  llirir  iMpectire  coaotiM. 
wiMaBver  sny  iohitbiiuit  of  ibis  iUi«  i»  nrremcd  or  claimiKl  »  a  I'uk^ 
lire  eivrt,  on  iMlag  lnform»d  (hereof,  (JIll^oDilf  utd  faithfully  to  nae 
all  lawM  meaaa  lo  pfotpct.  (ktVml,  nud  procunt  tobc<ili»charKed  eT«(7 
■ucb  panoDBo  arrasledor  dIhIiiimI  u  aragllivcalave  "  Coogr.  Olobe. 
id  earn.,  8Sd  CoDgr..  App..  p.  VIV. 

•-  .  .  tt  woDldaeem.  uitoD  Juai  prinr)i>W<iof  roDfttnictlDD,  Ibat 
tbv  l«;iiilaliOD  of  ciingiOH,  if  coDHiUuliDtinl.  mu%\.  i>ii|i(>r6C(l«  all  tiate 
}cgl*lnti«a  upou  ib«  tiunie  eubjccti  aod  by  oec^'^Mr):  Implicalioti  pro- 
hibll  li.  FoT.  ir  cnn^DM  hare  a  c<>ii»litiilmnnl  pr>wcr  lo  r«K"l"«  '■  ia 
a  ^TSQ  na&B«r.aD(l  In  a  certain  rorm.  Il  c^anacit  be  that  llie  alale  legts- 
iMnraa  ba*o  a  n;hl  to  iotarftre,  and,  n«  il  nerc,  b<r  way  <>f  rmnple- 
maot  lo  lh«  legislation  nf  toagnm,  lo  prnwrlbe  ad<Ililoi]al  TegiiUilons, 
aail  whai  iht>y  may  do«in  auxiliary  proviHinnx  for  llio  tamo  purpoae." 
rM«ra-  Rep^  XVI .  pp.  017.  919;  Curiin,  XIV-,  p.  429.  If  ili«  Mates 
voutd  not  9TPI1  pHM  "aiixlliary  pri>viiiirinK."  tlic>y  rnuiri,  of  courar,  Mill 
lea«,  bf  lkw»  of  tlieir  own,  deprivo  federal  laws  of  all  force. 
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oijeetirely  to  weigh  the  qnMtioo,  wfaetber  and  to  what 
ttxteot.  iLeir  pereooal  ooDviotioBS  of  the  ancoDStilnticiD- 
alily  of  a  Uw  jiisti6ed  thetn  Id  plaring  the  logubtire 
antboritr  of  tlie  sUtea.  in  this  muiDer,  against  that 
the  Fuioi).  Tlieir  jfldgment  ««e  inflnetiaed  hj  their 
inga  to  sach  an  exteot,  that  tliej  eonsiMerad  thenadi 
antlinnze>cl,  not  taiy  tnorallr  but  also  Ifgallr,  in  the 
ioteresta  of  jastice  and  bntnanitj,  to  press  the  letter  oCj 
the  law  br  all  th«  arts  uf  the  adroeate,  into  serric 
■gdiiftt  iu  spirit  and  its  aioL  Ereo  if  we  chonld  allow 
the  fall  ralidit;  of  the  readouinjE;  which  wu  intWKled  to 
estsblieb  the  oonstitationality  of  the  liberty  Uwi,  thojr 
gnqiMttkioably  orenhot  the  murk,  for  tber  were  directed 
not  unW  against  the  prorisioofi  of  the  Fugitire  Slave 
Law  declared  to  be  ancoastitatioDal,  l>at  rviJeoUy  eongbt 
Co  prereot  the  eiecation  of  the  constitutional  clause  oo 
the  extnditioD  of  ftt^LiTe  slaves. 

£jiperieoc«  boor  showed  that,  in  this  respect,  the  tin- 
portaoee  of  the  Iil<erty  Laws  had  been  may  fireatJj  over* 
astitnaled.  Henry  Itsrmood  thought,  In  ISOO,  that  the 
•OBth  had  lost  Bcarralj  a  doaeo  skvea  by  them.!     Bot 

>  He  wrlM  ia  *  letUf  ctUf  mh  of  !!«*«■  nb«t,  IMOl  K>  V.  L.  Tm> 
e^y:  "Yoe  mam  b»  uwwra.  monanr,  ihat  tb*  Sapraiw  Cbait  has 
wISMsj  tka  alale  ttom  all  fkilgmitn  n  rents  ftigliln  iUras  lij  d*- 
wUfimt  ttat  Jely  ixa  ibe  t¥Uni  gfrrwmm/ti  tUttfteU»«*(  IMQ. 
la  ftiWIIiaew  of  ikM  doQr.  h^  1»  MkMire  provisioa  Sir  pruoA  af 
MMritj.  lat^aels  ftw  cUiwa*  of  awtt»a  tMm  letha  Assfrruf  bal^ 
ocrM  iatu  iIa**!;,  M  kMbirvcD«d«eMaSlMil(taMltafnactawMt 
a^««Ib»pf«ftlMd«ti$fClcrilwM  »iri— il  libwtr  tiih  baahMS 
W  prauct  frs*  cUiMas  tmm  thai  iwril.  ud  aot  to  pnvaal  A*  mrara 
ifaocaalfaciU***.  .  .  .  l^oJrsaartMinl  bss  be— nwttilT  .Inc  to 
tbc  nM  of  riv«]  iMftlsMM,  far  Incal  potanUrtty.  It  baa  bt*a  pan  oT 
tbe  fculi laity  of  ttar  ^lUcftl  co«i«sti;  aA*la«amanar  of  pnctlc*! 
|iap»ttaci  X  paiiaiaa  1  an  %9i\*  ritbi  im  aa^rlaf.  tbM  all  tb*  i»Kttal 
BtaN^  una  ttat  faat«  bsaa  VttMd  ia  aU  tto  ttMw  bav*  w  w  tvlMHd 
^Vt  ilwaii  rSgW*<«*  htna  iba  wrrk*  froat  ahleh  Ibt/  b«t  aeapsA.** 
VaiHkk.  U.  J.  BvwMnl  Ml  Ibir  N««  Tack  fVMs.  ^  «a. 
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bftd  DOt,  OD  that  account,  been  passed  in  vzio.  T1i«7 
won)  so  mRtiY  detnonstrAtionn  wbicli,  iu  tlic  most  roroi1>l« 
inaiiDer,  made  the  fact  clear,  that  the  politicians,  by  tticir 
conrso  on  tlic  KaiiBaft-Ncbraska  tiill,  had  etriiined  the  bow, 
and  that  il  was  broken  in  tlicir  hands.  Now,  oa\j  the 
politically  blind  could  fail  to  recognize  that  the  aluverj 
question  had  entered  an  entirelj  new  atage  of  develop- 
ment The  opjHMtitioD  no  longer  wished  only  to  maintain 
the  line  to  which  it  had  been  forced  back,  but  it  eiidenr. 
ored  to  rognin  a  part  of  the  ground  it  had  lost,  during  the 
past  five  years.  And  the  woaporte  it  made  use  o(  to  do 
ihiB,  it  tested,  in  the  first  place,  by  their  wcijihtnnd  shariv 
ncH,  and  not  by  ascertaining  whether  the  genuinoncee  of 
the  stamp  of  their  constitutionality,  conld  be  called  in 
flucetioD.'  Tlic  destinies  of  the  Uuion,  so  far  as  the 
eJavery  question  was  concerned,  were  now  no  longer 
to  lie  eschisiTely  in  the  bauds  of  the  fedcnd  govern- 
ment. A  rote  of  the  most  cmpliutic  distrust  wa^  sent 
It,  not  in  words  but  iu  deeds,  since  now  men  had 
recourse  to  selMielp,  so  far  a^  that  conld  at  all  be 
done,  without  their  being  obliged  to  confess  that  they 
had  overeteppod  the  limits  of  the  constitution.  Of 
what  use  coald  it  tiow  tie  to  the  slnvoeracy,  if  their  ohi 
demands  were  granted  and  the  alavery  qneetion  excluded 
by  treble,  hernu'ticnlly  closed  doors  from  tlie  Capitul  at 
Wwhington?    !N'ow  it  had  really  to  defend  wbut  had  been 


'  In  HuiacbOEetta,  Gororoor  ncnrj  J.  Qutlntt  B«Qt  llie  bill  Imck  1e 
■he  wjiat«  nltb  lib  reio.  iccompuiled  by  >□  upininn  ut  IIip  nUnninir. 
g*ii*nl,  John  11.  UliSbnl,  ukI  r«f«rring  to  another  opluloo  of  the 
Jii(lg«e  of  iLe  auprema  ooarC  who  uaaoinmusly  dMiared  the  bill 
UBirantiiiuiioual.  Il  was,  n«rnrcli«lt>i>«.  iiloiiiM  over  llM  vein,  Ib  the 
MBRts  liy  n  votp  of  82  O^loM  8,  atul  in  Iho  bmiie^  liy  Sfi»  aj^itiiit  74. 
Bosloa  £v«niD|[  Td^frayh,  Wny  31,  ISfiS.  T1i«  iwa  (lr#.t  mentiooed 
ilocuiDents  lire  printed  In  full  In  lb«  B"&u>d  Dkily  Ait4ti»»*r  irf  tlie  22i] 
cf  SUj-,  \^y 
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already  expreuly  granted  it  by  federal  legiilation  and  also 
what  had  been  sorrendered  to  it,  io  an  indiruvt  matioer. 
Even  if  not  a  solitary  furtive  slave  liad  owed  his  rcdoiiip- 
tion  to  the  Lil»rt_v  Iaws,  thai  fact,  tlierefore,  woald  not 
detract  iu  the  leaet  from  their  political  eignilicauoe.  Thejr 
were  eminently  important,  not  becaose  of  their  direct 
praclii^al  etfecte,  but  as  8>'itiptoma,  for  they  no  longer  per- 
mitted any  doubt  that  the  rerolntioa  which  had  begun  to 
take  place  in  the  thought  and  feeling  of  the  population 
of  the  free  states,  had  descended  to  the  ottennMt  depthft 
and  taken  hold  of  the  ma«se«  of  the  petiple.  It  was, 
therefore,  not  aurprieing,  but  warranted  and  very  natnral 
that  the  excitement  and  acrimony  which  the  Lilwrty  Luwa 
called  Ibrth  were  greatest,  not  iu  the  border  states,  but 
in  tlie  cotton  elates.  luetoad  of —as  tlie  ''Nvbrascala"  had 
confidently  promised — being  inertly  reeif^ned  to  its  fate, 
tiie  north,  fur  the  first  time,  had  the  muuhood  to  cast  the 
gatmUet  iDt<>  the  face  of  the  slavocracy.  The  south  fully 
gtaeped  the  meaning  of  this  fact,  and  dr«w  from  it  the 
correct  ooncluaion,  that  it  made  it  an  irrceiatible  neceaaity 
for  the  60utb  to  get  hold  of  the  prize,  to  which  it  had 
been  uhle  to  obtain,  in  1854*  an  expectancy  hut  not  a  per- 
fect title.  On  the  aoil  of  Eansoa,  it  had  now  to  be 
decided,  whether  the  slavocracy,  supported  by  the  federal 
laws,  or  the  opposition  in  the  free  etatea,who  had  resolved 
to  help  ihein&elvea,  were  the  Bli-ouger. 

On  ilie  29th  of  Jnne,  18S4,  Andrew  H.  Reeder  was 
nominated  by  Pierce  governor  of  KanM«,  Kfok-r  was  a 
Pennbvlvanian,  but  so  decided  a  partisan  of  the  Hdininis- 
tration,  that  the  slavucracy  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  choice  made  of  liiin.  h&  interest  waa  unqaee- 
tionably  beat  served,  nut  by  a  southerner  but  by  a  nortliem 
man  with  soothoru  principles,  and  a  northern  man  with 
aoDtbern    principle*,   Rceder    waa    eoneidcrcd    to   a»cli 


B  degree,  that  it  waa  nported  be  had  expi-eascd  the 
intentioD  to  tAko  a  slave  with  him  to  Kansas  himself.' 
Bot  even  if  Pierce  grmeped  in  Uiis  nomination,  the  fint 
opportUDJtjr  to  show  the  slaTocracy  tiy  his  acts  thnt  it 
Deed  Dot  fear  ho  would,  under 'the  prcvsuru  of  the  jiubliu 
opiuioQ  of  the  uortli  cultivate  a  tn-iuionablu  iin]KirLialityT 
lie  evideotly  did  not  believe  that  for  iU  caiiee  there  was 
danger  io  delay^  since  he  allowed  it  to  come  to  paea  that 
l£eeder  did  nut  go  to  Kaunas  uutil  the  b^inuing  of 
October. 

Peojile  in  Mi^wuri  thoui^'ht  otherwise  in  respect  to 
Uiis  point.  Tbe  champions  of  tlio  elavocmtic  interests 
^{b  tliat  state,  which  waa  moat  directly  intereftted  in  tbe 
ttion,  thought  that  tlioy  should  not  allow  a  moment  to 
unused.  They  had  been  reeolved  from  the  lirat  not 
to  permit  it  to  be  a  unestion,  whether  tbe  south  or  the 
north,  in  tlie  ]>enceabie  rivulrv  of  immigration  should  win 
tbe  prize,  and  tlit-y  without  delay  bad  made  pre |wi rations 
to  secure  llie  dociaioii  of  the  content  iu  their  favor  by  otlier 
tneana.  In  We«ton,  a  society  waa  formed  which,  onder 
the  name  of  ttie  Platte  County  Self- Defensive  AeM>cialion, 
;  aa  early  as  Jaly  29,  1S54,  annonnced  in  a  public  meeting, 
by^  a  formal  resolution,  that  it  would  always  bold  itaelf 
ready,  at  the  request  of  the  citizens  of  Kansas,  to  expel 
the  immigrants  who  should  come  into  the  territory  onder 
the  auspices  of  the  northern  emigration  aid  societies.  At 
tlie  same  time,  it  boasted  of  its  raoderaiion  beeauee  it 
intended  to  interfere  only  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  since, 


■  EdmuodBOp  «r  Virginia,  a  witD«u  vbom  the  •outit  ccnaiDlr  could 
nni  nbJM:i  \o,  il«rlare(l  \a  tbo  boDse  of  reprwcDlallTcn:  "  I  deaire  to 
Mj-  HI  my  col1«»gtiQ  (Csrlilff,  wbo  had  cnlt«il  K««d«r  a  PmiatiylvuiiB 
FVe<^Soil«r}.  tliul  tlto  r«Dtlvuiiui  ttoia  VtaatjWaD\»,  "ho  yr»s  apiwiuU 
<4  govemiiirorKiiBtiw,  avowl  liim<«irin  rHvoroTsUvriv,  aiiU  Hist  Iw 
wu  not n ft  in  inka  n  ilave  wUli  JtitD."  Cungr.  Globe,  l&l  Sesa,  84tb 
L'angr,  App.,  p.  S3. 


even  witttout  lieing  called  upon,  its  members  woold  be 
jnstiSed  Iti  driving  the  tliioves  aiid  munlerers  from  their 
own  borders.' 

The  exutnple  of  Weston  and  Plntto  Connty  va»  imi- 
tated. In  the  rest  of  Kie«tiiiri  and  even  iti  othor 
slave  Btatcs,  secret  socictieA  under  various  narncc  were 
formed  with  the  same  ohje<!t«  in  ripw.*  The  Wrdor« 
uf  Mi««i>uri,  however,  reinaiued  the  prinoipftl  source 
of  the  movement     From  them,  tlie  Srst  scttlera  moved 


<■*...  TTie  only  uImIjco  w«  have  gUfn  tourhtnit  tlic  expuhioa 
of  anv  perBoo  from  Kansiu.  Is  iid«  wliicli  ne  «ipect  vr*  Itmg  to  Iw 
calle<l  oD  lo  rpOwtn  liy  Uie  i^mhI  men  ivlio  l)ftT«  ^ne  l<>  K«osu  fH>ai 
tbo  iK'U-alavelinldiDg  sUleo.  Th>t  plocli^o  is,  thiil  wo  will,  when  CHll(d 
on  b^tbf  ciliiuns  uf  Kunsks,  aid  lliem  Id  »ipel1lng  tbiwo  Wli»  an 
expcirted  lo  U»l  ton  itory  b;  tbo  AboHtioo  Aid  l>oci«liiM  .  .  ifarjr 
u«  U>  v>  n  would  be  a  huid  of  BUckrevt  or  CaoitmcliM  irbo  •iKiuld 
oneamp  upon  nur  bonldrs  lor  Ui«  avowed  putfMM*  oS  Mmtling  oor 
ealtio  and  burae».<>r  pluad«<ring  our  niriiui  and  vitUg««  We  would  bo 
JuaiiOed  in  murhing  to  lh«ircitnip  Md  drive  lb«m  back  tii  their  dfiOB, 
witboai  waUlDg  for  ibelr  aiiaclc.  We  ar«  not  boubd  to  wnli  umil  tlit^ 
have  'ftivlpu  our  Dcgrom.'  'burned  our  vluvobtildiojc  towns.'  But 
w«  bate  b«ea  so  'Uusbidltig  and  ordviljr '  thm  we  bnve  not  dose 
Ibis:  W«  iinvii  limplj  mIcI,  '  n«  will  wlico  called  upon,'  gn  (o  |be  aid 
aC  our  friendf,  and  njwuit  ia  rspcllititf  Ihutn  who  priH^lnlin  itieir  pur. 
pOM  to  batlie  PXpuUion  or  uur  Triendi.  Robbenaml  luunlrr^r*  huT* 
oo  rtfiiil  lo  ChU  on  the  law  for  proiecilon."  B.  F.  Siringlt-llow,  |te- 
iwri  mode  to  tb«  Plalte  Couolr  Sulf-DcfonaiTe  AaaodaUun,  Bt.  Lotila. 
tMl.  pp.  (1, 1. 

1  "About  IbfiaamA  tinift  (tho  fktl  of  18M),  and  before  any  o|»ct(oa 
waa  or  conM  bi>  held  In  Iho  torrltorf,  a  secret  pidiiicid  aoclety  was 
fbrmfd  In  tlia  uate  of  MlHour).  It  was  knowB  by  dilTereni  namM, 
»«cli  «B  ' Social  Band;  Kri«iMl»' Society,'  '  Itlue  Lodge,'  *Tb«&wif.ol 
tke  Knuib  '  .  ■  It  embraced  greal  nutubcrs  of  the  clllteus  uf  1IU- 
Kourl.  and  wu  »ZleDd«d  Iniu  oUier  elare  stat*w  tuid  Intci  iJii-  lerrltury. 
Ill)  aTOWod  pur|HMe  vrax  not  only  to  ctlf^nd  tUvKy  into  KaHMa,  l>m 
a)in  into  riilirr  Iprrilorles  of  tbv  United  btml««,  and  lo  rami  a  drIoo  of 
all  the  frii-ndi  of  iliui   intiiiiiiloo         .    .    '['hit  dan^omaa  u>clety 

,  .  WM  al1<-RCiher  Hip  itiMt  oireiMicn  InMriiinoni  1»  orciiJiixini;  III* 
ntMQUent  nrninl  lovasloOB  and  I:n»yt."  lUiKirta  uf  I'lmuiilneM. 
Uo«M  ft  llnpcaaeni.    Uib  Coogr^  Ut  Beaa,  Vol.  IL,  So  iNV,  {i.  a. 
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luVi  tlie  territory.      Thefte  liad  of  conrse  been,  in  part. 

']iioiii1>t>r8   of   the  Bocpot  confcdcmtioo   in    Ki^souri,  and, 

almost  without  exception,  approTod  its  aims.     Not  only 

their  jiensonnl  intercut  nrgcd  tliom  to  omigratc,  bat  they 

considered  tbeineelvea  as  pioneers  and  climopions  of  tlie 

clMTocracy  and  were  resulvinl  to  fulfil  ihcir  iui8j>ion  wltli 

idaring  energy.     The  winatter  confederation,  into  which 

tthcy  had  entered,    as   early    as    in    Sopl^'inber,    iaaiied   a 

[threntf'iring  manifesto  which  could,  at  least,  not  he  denied 

|the  quality  of  complete  franlmcss.     Kansas,   it  declared, 

Ulioiilfl  Iwlong  to  slavery  and  sliould,  therefore,  be  secnred 

Mo  slavery.     We  shall,  therefore,  malto  ueo  of  our  right 

land  tolerate  no  ono  who  in  any  way  whatever,  iiiipHritii 

>ur  right  of  property  in  oar  slave*'      Now  this  was  squat- 

Tter  snvpreigiity,  in  the  most   audacious  sense  of  the  word. 

iThe  ilJBBoiiri  compromise  had  been  repealed,  because  the 

lorih  and  the  south  hud  nn  cqnal  right  to  the  territories. 

Lnd  now,  before  tlie  law  on  the  organisation  of  Kansa£  as 

^a  political  commonwealth  w&s  put  into  execution,  that  is 

k before  that  organization  had  become  a  fact,  the  crowd  first 
iCome  announced  that  they  had  brought  slaves  with  ihein, 
and  tliat  they  would,  thtfrefure,  iu  accordance  with  their 
Tights,  expel  all  tliose  who  had  difl'ereni  views  aud  wishes 
in  regaid  to  slavery,  from  tJie  territory. 
■  When  tliis  proclamation  was  i&sucd  to  the  country,  a 
Hproclauintion  which  disfranchised  the  entire  population  of 

)**Tbat  RftDxuTvrrltiHy.  and  m  KonaRMfucncn  ttio  ttata  or  Kaoass, 
of  rigltl  should  1m>,  uid  tt>«r«ror«  nhnll  be,  slave  lerri((>ry 

"IVe  liereby  declare  ihtit,  as  tlili  aocielj  einbrart'O  ntne-lenltu  of 
the  preWMit  vptil^n  of  ihU  l^rritur;,  vb  are  eotiil»d  lo.  and  will  «xar. 
dw  Uit  rinlit  of  ex{>rllinc  froiu  thtt  l«rri(ory,  or  olh<trwi*«  ptiuiBlilDif, 
■nj  Inilividiinl  or  iniliTidttnls  who  may  cnmfl  ntanng  i»  nml  hy  act, 
ecMpirncy,  or  oihor  Illegal  ravann,  «niico  awny  our  altivos.  or  claniles. 
Ilaoly  ■iirmpi  Id  noy  way  or  Tonn  to  alToct  our  righle  of  ]>r«p«riy  la 
Uiauin*-"    0>fi|{T  Gloti«,  Ul  ttasa-,  Mtli  Ooogr..  Ajti*.,  p.  SDl. 
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the  free  Btates,  to  the  extent  tliat  they  did  not  consider  an 
extenfiion  ot  shive  territory  defiirable,  no  immi^raiila  liad 
come  to  KiuiBas  wlio  had  uiiylhiiig  to  do  with  tlie  eniigni- 
tion  souieiieii,  and  the  nomber  of  other  settlera  froiu  tlie 
free  states  was  yet  very  small. 

The  election  of  a  territorial  delegate  to  congrese,  on  the 
29th  of  ^ovctuher,  1854,  afibrded  the  partiee  the  f)r6t 
oitportonity  to  measure  their  strength.  H.  ¥.  Stringfel- 
low,  who  had  rendered  great  ecrvioo  in  the  or^nization 
of  the  tiecret  IcHgiiee,  in  the  hordercountice,  told  tlie  Mis- 
soiirians  to  tmve  no  qualme  of  conscience  bnt  to  go  to 
Kftusas  on  election  day,  and  with  bowie  knives  and  revolr- 
ei-a,  to  see  to  it,  that  the  election  went  as  the  elavelioldtiig 
Juterest,  which  was  alone  decislre,  deiitundeil.  >  One 
would  have  euppoeed  tliat  tlie  bold  shame  less  neas  and 
massive  brutality  of  this  euminons  would  have  acted  like 
a  stream  of  cold  water  on  the  fanalici^m  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  border.  But  the  literal  execation  of  the  inonetrous 
programme  showed  that  Stnugfelluw  bad  given  the  right 
key  note.'     In  the  Jirst  election  in  the  territory,  the  facta, 

■"Tt)  UiOM  who  Lata  (lu&lnii  of  cont«i«oc»  >•  to  vioUliag  Uw^n 
stale  or  natlooal.  tho  iline  liaa  come  wlieii  surli  liii|Hiiiltlinii>  mu«i  Iw 
dlire^rdcd.  aii  your  rigbts  ujd  |ir(>|i<iny  am  in  diuiger ;  anil  I  aiS^rUt 
;ou,  one  aucl  all,  (o  aater  every  el«ctj«ii  tlititrkt  lu  EaiuMa,  In  UellKiic« 
(if  n<^wlDr.  Hiiit  liU  vile  mynnkliins,  and  votfl  ai  the  [wini  of  lli«-j 
bowf e-ktiir«  iind  revolver.  XoUlierflve  nor  take  qD«ner,H  nnn 
ilvitiiii>(]ii  iL  It  id  rDoueb  tlut  llio  cUrcliuldiDK  intcreBt  wUIb  It,  fram' 
wl]|cli  Uiere  is  DO  appeal.  What  right  has  (tovoriiar  Iteeiliif  to  ml* 
Mittotirianit  In  Kanxaai!  Hi*  prtKlamntion  nnil  pr»ftcril)o<}  oikili  mi 
be  repudiated.  It  Is  >nur  uitete^i  to  do  so.  Miud  Uiat  slavery 
vMaUiabed  wbera  it  is  ant  [iniliiliittKl."    It>.,  p.  81. 

>  Oeneral  PotnerAy  Mya  In  ■  memorial  addrew-ed  lo  coagt«m\  "Tin 
.  fiiu  bnllol  tiox  that  vriu  opcurd  iipiin  our  virgtii  toil  wa»  oluivd  lo  ua 
liy  uverpovrering  DumberB  and  Impeodiog  force.  Su  Uuld  ai»d  reck- 
leas  wvre  uiir  iiiTiidrra,  Uiat  thojr  cared  itui  to  conceal  lliptr  aitaefc. 
Titey  came  upon  in.  not  la  the  guise  of  veleia.  to  Hteal  awiij  oiiri 
n-ancbiM,  but  Ixtldl;  and  openly,  to  snaiuli  it  wlUi  d  emng  bkadil 
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at  length,  taaght  what  the  magic  words  "  popnlar  lovcr- 
ei^Qly,"  of  which  no  one  would  or  could  give  a  ilvtittitioii 
in  the  debate  on  the  KanHis-Nelira»ka  hill,  realtor  meant. 
Tbey  meant  simply  that  the  honior  counties  slionld,  by 
illegal  ballots,  and  if  ncoi'^^nry  by  mentiB  of  cold  steel, 
powder  and  tcud,  sec  to  it  that  Kjinfios  should  foil  to  the 
lot  of  elavery. 

DougliLS  hud  not  intended  this;  but  would  he  have  the 
courag«i  and  be  ublc,  to  ubjuct  to  iim  iuteri>retation  of 
the  word^  once  tliut  interpretation  had  become  a  fucti  It 
did  not  Hi  inDC-li  as  occur  to  him  Co  ask  himself  the  ques- 
tion. He  declared  the  wliule  story  of  the  invasiou  a  mere 
iiotioii,>  allhouj^  even  Oliver  of  Missouri  did  not  venture 
to  eharacterize  the  charge,  directly,  as  Qutrue,*  and  al- 
though Reeder  euipbatically  asserted  that  it  was  perfectly 


Ih^f  camp  directly  from  their  own  h<>in«is  aixi  in  compact  and  oipa- 
lisd  tMsda,  wliti  iu-iiia  So  liaud  anil  [>ruvUioDa  far  tli«  expediilon, 
mansbed  lo  our  pulls,  aotl.  wheci  ilieir  work  was  done,  r«tQniftd 
wfatOM  they  cain«.  It  U  uoDeceaaary  to  enter  loto  Ui«  detalbi  it  ts 
euottgti  la  6AJ  thai  in  ibree  districts,  !□  which,  by  Uie  moet  imtitg. 
■bl«  evidoncu.  tli«ro  w«ra  act  one  Jiasdied  and  &tly  vai«n.  moat  of 
wboa  nrused  lo  partkipats  in  Uie  nnckvry  oT  lb«  «l»<liTe  Ihuicblae, 
di«ae  Lnradiin  poll«d  tnta  a  ibutiaaod  toU*"    IK.  p^  fit). 

'  "CerUio  it  U,  that  ihare  could  not  linve  been  a  syslem  ot  tntxii 
and  violence  such  aa  ba»  Wtiu  charK^O  \iy  Ibe  aiftuU  iipil  tupimrttfni 
of  the  emlgraot  aid  ai>cl«tl««.  unlna  ibe  soiernor  and  Judi;^-*  of  elec- 
ttoa  mra  porilM  lo  it:  and  your  commtuaa  ore  not  jitopared  lo 
aaoumfi  a  tnci  to  dlsrepuiable  to  Uieia,  and  eo  iniprubatilts  iipofi  the 
•tsta  iiT  racifl  pruHdntud,  witliout  ipAcific  charfpia  and  dlrvct  proof.  In 
Ui«  aWeuce  of  all  proof  and  prnbablA  tmih,  the  charge  ilint  Ihe  His. 
Bonriana  bad  Invaded  the  wrriiftry  and  coDirullod  tlie  cungreaaional 
etccUon  by  Oaild  and  violence.  «as  clrciiluled  thToU);liiiui  tli»  Oce 
■utn.  and  mode  Uw  biuia  cf  the  mg«t  iDlliuiimalviy  appoala  lo  all 
men  oppuaed  to  the  prlnclplos  of  the  Eanaa»-N«bnis]ia  arl  lo  •miigrale 
or  Lo  >ond  ^ralgranta  to  Kannnx."  iianaia  Uapona,  &tUi  Congr.,  l*t 
Btm..  iSriS-Sd.    Vol.  I.,  Nr.  U.  p.  12. 

■"Mr.  Wintlibura.  [  nttk  tliv  giratlemu  ftmn  Mlunurl  whether  or 
B01,firou)  .oformatloD  ibut  he  bm  recelTed,  be  belli.-v««  ibat  uuwjr  ia- 


well  fonodod.'  The  Hi^onrians  bad  not  «ndcavured,  or 
even  nvislied,  to  cast  a  veil  over  their  doings.  The  raort 
cliarRctcri&tic  thing  in  the  whole  affair  vaa  that  the  an- 
beard  of  wrong  whs  oonimitled,  akhoogli  no  illegalitiei. 
were  necessarjr  in  order  to  make  the  election  of  Whitfield, 
the  caildidate  of  tlie  pro-slavery  party,  entirely  sare.' 
This  certainly  does  not  exclndc  the  ussamption  Oiat  the 
invasion  waa,  in  part,  Bnggeeted  by  the  idea  that  nothing 
ghonid  1)6  left  to  cbanc^e,  bnt  it  was  unquestionably  also^ 
inetilnted  immediately  to  deter  immiffranta  inimteal  to 
slavery  from  eettlinju;  id  tlie  territory.  The  man  who  now 
came  tu  Kini^ati  did  eo  at  his  own  risk. 

In  the  White  House,  the  proeidont  was  not  so  bllitd 
or  fthort-sightcd   as   to  consider  all  these   tbiogs  deeti- 

dirlilu^la  tiave  t;<ine  fVom  Hlraourl  lo  Eniiaaa  torole  atibe  elacttoo. 
wba  hiiro  sioeu  rtttumiKl  &uj  now  reiiilo  in  MlKtmiriT 

"  Mr.  Ollrer.    I  am  act  her«  to  give  cr»deac»  lo  vague  Dewqwpn 
r«porls.  niir  will  I  lieli«ivei  l]i«in. 

■■  3Ir.  WaatiHura      Tbea  I  UDd^raiaod  tli«  JtciiUemUl  to  KAy  h»  dM« 
not  lidicvB  tliu  tiKU.  u  I  bars  »up)>(M«d  tbcm  to  exIsL 

"  Mr  Oliver.     I  have  no  evldeooe  of  tlie  facL 

"Mr.  Waaliburnc.    I  oak  llie  ^nikutiu)  rmm  Missouri  wliflben 
DnthebtflleTtt  lb«  r<;port.     H»   liu   qunllded   his  auswer  liy  Hjrlng^ 
tbatbttlina  no  evidence  of  Its  trutli.    1  <Io  aot  undemand  him  m 
roeaolDg  to  lay  that  h«  dfl«ta  not  bell«<r«  it. 

"Ur.  OlWer.    1  have  no  evidence,  and  coBfie<|uei>lljr  do  nut  bflifve 
IL 

"Mr  Wmlilmrn.    And  ccHiMqut'allyhftdnMafti  twlleve  UI"  Oaoi 
Oloto.  Sd  SesL.  SSd  amxr^  p.  ftl. 

■  Compare  Oingr.  ai»ti«.  3d  S«m..  23rd  Cnngr.,  App.,  48. 

■  No  one  qnestlo&wl  ihsl  WliitHi*Iil  ha4  r*c*iTiMl  Itic  mujority  of  tkj 
legal  votes  cMt.  TliH  cnii]iniltr«  of  invraiisiilion  of  ih«  linuM 
re[>reaaDiaiive«  reitrhiM  itie  follnwing  t*tinlt4  from  Mto  dmnRfl  anO  Ihe 
poll  list*:  Nuiaber  of  qualiaf^l  TOlem  acomlias  10  ll>e  irvnagn.  2B(A; 
VMM  owl,  S833 1  Ifgat  YOiev.  ItU:  illegal  voim.  1720.  Tlir 'lb  «li>c- 
(loB  dlslrlel  had.  according  ii>  tli*  cvdhiiii.  oaly  liS  qiinllfied  xattn 
and  c«« tiM  yoIm:  tli<*  llib  li«d  34  <jU»lin»d  vuicrs  uhI  24ft  ballou 
were  ronnd  In  Uu)  balloi-box.  Rei>»n»  of  CommilivwH.  OoiMe  ofj 
BapiVMnuUvna.  34lta  Congr..  Itt  Sew.  Vol  11^  Na  SOO,  ji.  & 
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lote  of  importance.     If  tLe  annital  meaaage  of  tJie  4th  of 
December,  1854,  loade  m*  mentioQ  of  the  tttavery  queatiou, 
,     that  fact  coiil(i  Qut  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  the  ureal- 

rdent  and  hie  cabinet  believed  that,  in  con&equence  of  the 
fulfillment  of  the  promise  of  peace,  there  was  no  occafiion 
to  say  what  the/  tlioiigbt  about  iu  Tlic-re  mnsthare  been 
some  otJior  reason  for  this  eilonce,  and  overjr  school  hoj 
knew  what  it  mtrs.  The  electionif  in  the  summer  and  I'all, 
had  hiid  fliioh  results,  tliat  the  administration  had  erei^- 
reason  tu  avoid  all  provocation;  but  it  wonid  neither  snr> 
render  the  position  it  had  hitherto  asBiimed,  nor  could  it 
do  60,  without  losing  the  good  graces  of  the  south  and  tbo 
Douglas  Deniocrat£,  irrevocably-.  The  people  of  the  free 
fitatee  had  already  spoken  bo  loudly  tlmt  they  could  now 
do  nothing  but  wait  and  be  silent.  The  trlumjihs  which 
the  I.>em(x;rat«  iia<l  celebrated  two  jenre  ago  were  eo  hrit- 

tliant  that  tlie/  acted  as  if  an  opposition  which  bad  neri* 
vnsly  to  be  reckoned  witli  no  longer  existed.  And  now  a 
Rlorm  broke  over  them  in  the  north,  which  it  eecmcd 
would,  in  a  single  ni»ht,  so  to  spenk,  transform  their  proud 
ship  into  a  misemble  wreck.  The  very  first  waves  broke 
with  stieh  force  over  the  dc^nlc  that  the  fueling  liegjiii  to 
creep  over  them  that  a  cataelroplic  waa  within  the  limits 
ofpoBftibility.'  Theleadera threw  tbemsclvee  with  redonbled 
energy  into  the  electoral  campaign,  but  defeat  followed  de- 
feat, ^'ut  only  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  bnt  also  in  ^ew  Jereoj 


>  W.  B.  8.  Moam,  chainnan  or  Uie  coimnlttsa  on  rotolnUoiii  of  ibe 
DemocTKiic  ccnv^tnioD  of  Mains,  in  June,  1851,  mfd:  "Wo  cams 
into  [Hiwcr  el£hi4-rQ  mooihs  ap)  with  an  tinprecedcnied  oii^ority  to 
ilreDntloD:  and  iD  the  state  we  had  a  gr^at  moral  i)<>wvr — prrUapa 
too  murli-  .Since  lhc<n,  diaoj^M  hvrt  come  ovor  the  up«ct  of  and  the 
pto*i>m:tor  tliR  democracy.  We  have  lost  Malno.  Rhode  Isluiid.  Con- 
Dectlctit,  and  It  i*  Dflarly  a  drawn  jjnniff  ia  New  naiu|<ehlr«,  that 
ooxht  to  »tu)d  firm  as  h«r  graail«  hilU-"  [[arri«,  |t*Tlavorth« 
CuD&icL  in  Anwrica,  p.  10ft. 


78 


IBASKA    BILL  TO  BCOHANAM  S   KLKCHOK. 


and  even  in  Illinoic,  wero  Uiey  driven  from'kbe  field,  or  at 
leaat  some  of  their  positions  wrested  from  theun.  In  New 
York,  Sewnrd  was  re-elected  to  the  senate,  although  it  iiad 
l>een  contidentlj  hoped  that  pecnliar  circunietAnced  woiilJ 
briDg  about  the  defeat  of  thi&  most  dreaded  lesrier  of  the 
nnti-slavery  party,  even  if  the  election  of  an  opposition 
candidate  was  iimloabtcd.'  In  Michigait,  tlie  iiged  Caat' 
himself  travelled  over  the  whole  state  and  endeavored  to 
convince  the  people  tliat  the  KanRas- Nebraska  bill  was  a 
resnlt  verj  important  to  liberty,  bnt  spite  of  his  immense 
influence,  the  enemy  nchieved  a  great  victory  here  too.' 
Ion'8,  hilherto  a  veritable  hotbed  of  doughfaveii  now  re-in- 
forced  the  little  band  of  "  abolitioniets"  in  the  Benate  by 
Harlan,*  and  in  Maaeaehnetts  the  elections  to  the  legitilii- 
tore  were  such  that  lienry  Wilson  was  chosen  as  Snoiner't 
colleagne.^  In  no  free  state,  coiild  the  adherents  of  the 
administration  look  with  sfttidfactioD  at  the  result  of  the 
election,  and  the  result,  in  the  aggregate,  wae  an  almt 
unparalleled  defeat.  It  wag  calcnlated  that  in  the  house  ol 
reprc*entativ«»  of  the  next  congreaa  its  preaent  majority 
of  150  would  Biiik  to  a  minorilv  of  75. 

Wliat  did  this  sudden  party  ruvolution  meant     Had  a 
great  light  appeared  in  the  heavens  repeating  the  miracle 
of  Damascus,  in  bnndretls  of  thousatida  of  cases,  and 
there  no  renecm  to  fear  that  many  a  new  Paul  would  bo 
Saul  once  more  on  the  morrow,  that  ie,  could  a  direct  ooo-^ 
elusion  as  to  the  future  be  dranii  IVom  the  mngnititde  of 
the  defeatT    On  this  depended  the  importance  of  tlie  event, 

'  He  WM  thoMD  by  >  majority  of  only  six  MW* 

■Onni|<»re  Ct.nyr.  Glob.-.  Ud  6«ft.  BSd  Congr..  App.,  p.  46. 

■J«toi-B  W  tiriuie*  writes  OD  the  Klh  or  August,  ISM:  "  Our  aontharB 
fk-i«&<l>  Iihto  T»gferd*d  Ioir«  u  lb«ir  nuiilipn>  MmDjEhold.  I  thank 
Ood  it  li  eonqiipD^."    rik<'.  Pint  Bloiri  oftb*  Civil  War.  p.  S60. 

*Oa  Ihn  {H>cti1iiir  clrrnmsUnres  wbich  prevailed  In  MatMcbiueU*; 
•ce  tlie  nuaiberof  tjie  /n<fgMnd<n(  of  February  IJ,  1SS8. 
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sTid  the  quMtion  ooaM  evidently  be  anewerrd  only  oo  oon- 
dilion  tlial  the  causes  of  that  event  were  establidlied  witli 
certainty.  How  difiicnlt  it  was  to  do  tiiis,  appeared  from 
tlie  fact  that  tlie  secoud  Befigion  of  tJie  33d  oougreea  was,  lu 
groat  iHii't,  B|ient  in  tho  esamination  of  that  qite&tiun.  If 
the  Dctuocratfl  bad  only  words  and  eopliietry  to  produce 
io  order  to  detujive  themselves  and  others  as  to  tho  wcif*ht 
of  the  blow,  the  debate*  could  not  liave  been  spun  oat  eo 
long,  and  the  rictora  wonid  not  have  considered!  it  worth 
tJic  trouble,  again  and  again  to  refute  tho  allogutions  of 
tlieir  opponents^  io  the  tuoet  exliau^tive  manner.  The 
duration  and  warmth  of  the  contest  of  themsetvee  demon* 
strnted  that  many  and  various  chubcs  must  have  co-operuteil 
to  prodaoe  the  result,  the  relative  importance  of  vhich  was 
estimated  very  differently,  by  the  parties  to  tlie  struggle, 
according  to  their  whole  politicil  way  of  thinking  and 
their  interests.  To  some  extent,  liowever,  tiie  causes  oouM 
not  bo  (UMwrtained  with  precision.  A  North  Carolinian 
had,  as  Sti'phenA  r^InteK,  mn^le  the  pun,  that  the  adminis- 
tration had  been  bit  on  the  head  by  General  ^lalcontent, 
and,  in  thia,  tliere  was,  nn<jne3tionably,  much  truth.'  But 
it  WW  Btill  more  iocooteetible  that  very  specific  catiscs  had 
done  most  to  pr<Hlnce  the  effect  in  ijtie^tion,  and  of  thcec, 
tho  chief  one  was  that  the  Democrats  bad  to  do  not  only 
with  their  old  enemies  hat  with  a  new  party  which  had 
joined  tliHni,  and  whose  position  on  the  contrulllng  qucs* 
tions  hiiherto,  wan  hy  no  menus  definite  and  clear. 

ItibexdeHnexmacAijuiMto  Know  Nothings  had  appeared 

■  Tbe  nitrds,  ib>t  la  that  traclioa  of  tlie  DeniorraU  of  N«w  Tork 
who,  io  tlio  Kansas  i|Uoiii ion,  IiikI  gonn  wiili  Hip  iiilininiMniilix), 
Approi-Ml  \li\i  jiiilgin^iil  iMii|>lial)cully.  Tii«  »lnle  coiiiiiiUtce  luk-d  on 
Ui«£illi  uf  Jmnitnrjr.  IBAS,  ■  Mrifc  c»r  rfw»liiIi»DS  \a  nliicli  we  dud  ibe 
rbllowltm:  "Tfaoxnl;  (kelclearl}- ^Hlnbtbhed  by  tim  r«!»!til  aIm^Hoii 
to  ttir  itntp.  ia  ilinl  1  lie  national  adminif-lrmloa  hna  eo il rely  fflrre lied 
Ui«  coaAileoce  of  all  panles."    Tbe  New  York  IlonU  hiilI  Snfta,  p.  W. 
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OB  Uio  etagc.  People  first  bccams  a'vrare  of  their  existence 
hy  tbcir  v-iotoricj.  Id  January,  X654,  at  a  munici)«l 
clectioD  iu  Salcin,  Uoeidachusetts,  nioa  wbom  no  oue  had 
publicljr  named  u  candidates,  wore  elected  b/  a  large 
majority. '  Soon  after,  the  uune  thing  happeaed  io  eeveml 
other  citiea.  Such  unheard  of  proceedings  could  not  lajl 
taimedi«tely  to  Bttnict  public  attention.  Wben.  In  June, 
in  Wasliingtun,  niid  then  even  in  Philadelphia,  the  old 
parties  were  overcome  by  their  invisible  opponents,  it  be- 
caine  manifest  to  all  that  thoj  had  to  do  not  witb  a  local 
h[  ti:ri-e,  but  that  they  were  confronted  by  a  secret  organi- 
Kation  which  was  oxt«nding  with  mysteriooB  rapidity.  The 
history  of  its  origin  and  its  creed  remained  for  a  long  time 
involved  id  obscnrity,  and  the  former  has  not  been  fhlly 
cleared  up,  op  to  the  present  time.  This  tnach,  however, 
vas  plain  from  the  start,  that  its  tendencies  were  decidedly 
nativtfit.  It  was  not  really  anything  new,  baC  it  took  up 
anew  iduad  which  previous  attempts  bad  shown  were  not^ 
calculated  to  fiirnisb  a  basis  for  the  formation  of  a  genolnei 
political  party.  It  is,  therefore,  entirely  probable  that  the 
Know  Xothhigs,  as  one  of  their  historians  claims,  were 
directlv  connected  with  those  old  nativist  organ lEatioos. 

The  large  number  of  immigrants  and  especially  of  Irish 
who,  politiciilly  and  in  every  other  respect,  belonged  to 
tbo  lowest  Gtage  of  collarc,  as  well  as  tlie  masterly  develop- 
ment which  tlie  spoils  system  had  received  throagli  the 
Albany  Kegeucy,  made  New  York  a  partieuUrly  favonblftt 
field  for  natiriet  agitation.  Here,  in  1812,  the  American 
liepnblican  jiarty,  the  succesfior  of  the  native  Anieriauu^ 
of  1834,  was  formed.     Their  programme*  was  confined^ 


1  SptMli  of  V.  L  Vkllaailliigfasin  la  Daytoa,  Oklo,  Oetobor  90,  ItfIB, 

p.  l^. 

■8m  ih*|)ro|{ramnt»la  Wliluis/.a  DoraoMOfU)*  AflMrlcati  PdHqjt, 
PIS  &U-HT. 
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i«[q1v  to  two  points:    putiltc  nflicva  should  he  iilted  onl}' 

native   Americana  and,  iisttinilizaiion  tihuuld    not  Ik- 

llowed,  until  after  a  eojoiirn  of  twenl_v-one  yean,  in  tlie 

eunntry.     Sectarian  antipathy  did  nut,  at  flrat,  appear  !n 

tJlc  proj^inme.  but  donn  jioople  Itegan  to  Erienk  ttenlthJly 

of  the  sptwitti  lioatilily  of  the  |)arty  to  Calholiea,  and  «iid 

tlmt  it  eonght  to  excludo  them  from  the  polilicat  orgnoi- 

^fcation?.'     In  1815,  tlic  pHrty  n^nincd  the  name  of  the 

^BTntiro  American  parly.     Bnt  m  early  ng  December  21, 

^P.8^i,  thcordurof  Uniti-ii  Amcricuii«'  had  been  cetabliehed 

ID  New  York.     It«  cliiuf  aim  al«o  wa«  to  break  the  infln- 

^Knre  of  the  nnmi^TiintH,  htit  to  tliiM  lum  it  united  Masonic 

Prondcucics.     Htnec,  ten  year*   betorc  tJie  api>C!trance  on 

the  acene  of  tlic  Know  Notliinga.  the  idea  had  been  fonned 

Hand  executed   of  tukiog  the  iiyatein   and   discipline  of 

^f*  orders  "  into  the  service  of  nniii'ist  party  efTorts.  a  system 

^ui)(l  diecinline  which,  boeausc  of  their  secrecy,  exercise  so 

^Bgreat  an  iiillueneeon  Americans,  and  which  may  be  turned 

^^to  such  effective  account  by  the  organization  of  the  forces 

■of  the  "  orders,"  under  ekillful  Icadcrabip,  for  purposes  of 

^K^ropogandiem.    This  ILret  attempt  ratist  haro  liad  some 

H'luccuss,  for  TN'liitiiey  tliinke  himself  warrautcd  in  claiming 

Hlhat  the  comproiiiisu  of  1850  wae  the  work  of  the  order 

^■ff  United    Americans.*     The  claim  ta  of  course  whoUy 

^■nutenable,  althungh  it  is  rery  possible  tbat  tiie  members 

"iifilie  ordcT,  as  inJii-idnald,  may  have  exercised  an  ini|)or- 

tant  iofluence;   and  it  certaiidy  cannot  be  doubted  ihat 

Iheir  influence  was  exercised  in  tlie  direction  named.   The 

"Order  as   such    conid    not   plnv  anr  ]>ftrt  in   the  matter, 

tiecauEC  it  had  uo  support  in  public  upinion,  a  fact  wliich 

undoubtedly  appears  from  this,  that  the  incitatton  to  the 

L«p,  Th«  Origin  ui<I  PmgrtM  of  tlto  Anurlcon  Pan]r<  PP-  90S-!t08. 
» Wlilitwjr,  lor.  clu,  p.  253. 
•LWL  clL,  p.  m. 
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formation  of  tlie  Know  N  othinj*  party  which  dated  back  to 
tlio  year  before,  remained  etill  ciitirclv  without  resalt. 
ThQ  idea  began  to  fcrtiicat,  onlr  after  &  eecond  effort  in 
1852,  And,  nceording  to  Whitney,  it  wm  owing  to  tlie 
efforts  of  tome  members  of  the  order  of  United  Americans 
tliat  the  raovt-nicnt  now  licgan  to  acriuiru  eomo  strength. 
What  made  tliem  take  np  the  idea  of  such  an  oxtcnaion 
and  tmnftfoniifttion  of  their  ordur,  with  »o  much  zeal,  was 
the  tMiiiiidcralion.  that  admts&iou  into  the  Sfcrcl  onler  of 
the  Know  Kothings  did  not  eoat  ariythnig  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  Dutch  oaeier  to  draw  the  mas-ses  into  it. 
The  energy  ami  skill  of  tlieae  members  of  the  older  oi-der 
in  agitation  wnuid,  however,  hai'e  reniaiued  fruitless  were 
it  not  that  large  circlcB  of  the  people  were  open  to  new 
polilical  ideas,  because  they  no  longer  found  satiefaction, 
in  any  respect,  in  the  old  parties.  To  this  caase  chiefly, 
tlie  Know  Nothings  owed  their  sarpriaing  success.  The 
masses  joined  them  in  vajit  riumbunt,  not  so  much  ImcAii&c 
they  were  honestly  enthusiastic  over  iho  ideas  of  the  Know- 
Nothinga  or  because  they  saw  in  them  the  points  about 
wbicli  the  political  life  of  the  nation  moved,  as  bccftuse, 
partly  from  fear  and  purlly  from  disgust,  tliey  had  turned 
nway  frrmi  the  old,  and  hcace  grasped  with  impatient  mid 
uncritical  zeal,  the  6r8t  new  thing  which  Btruck  a  sympa- 
thetic chord  in  their  political  feeling  and  at  the  eanie  time 
pliWRed  tiieir  fancy.  Cnriosity,  the  ploasnre  felt  in  the 
inysterione  and  the  charm  wliieh  al«*ays  attaches  to  sur- 
prising success  now  brought  disciples  daily  to  the  new 
secret  league,  and  soon  the  organization  spread — especiftllj 
in  the  free  states— with  tlic  nipidity  and  irresistible  force 
of  a  oonflagnition.*     The   thirteen   persons  who,  as  the 

'  lu  a  iiiMaase  of  J.  W.  Barker  to  the  swte  council  of  Ncn-  Tork.  we 
rtaA:  "On  tbellciiof  Mnir,  IS34,  nRomuiliiluiicm  trMAflfectAd  beLw««D 
two  dWlaiuua  of  AuiericBuji  profvuiug  llie  same  prijiCLpl«a,  bat  nctiog 
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KBtionnl  Council,  umlep  tlie  chairmn'nfiliip  of  JaineB  W. 
Barlcer  of  New  TorJ:,  g^iiirlod  tho  movemetit  lint],  in  a  day, 
become  o  power  which  trunsfopmed  the  iiK-on3idomte  arm- 
gan«e  of  t]ti«  vicu^ra  uf  1$52  into  anxlons  solicitude.  The 
formal  eetabliabment  of  tlieconstitntion*  of  the  partv  took 
place  on  the  17th  of  Jnne.  1854,  the  nnnivcreary  of  tJto 
battle  of  Bunker  llill,  and  as  earlj  as  tlm  Ircginning  of 
1855,  the  Democrats  asked  themeelvee  whether,  witltin 
three  years,  they  woiiM  not  be  a  minority  in  the  eemite  as 
they  would  be  in  the  next  session  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives.* llotrerer,  the  hitherto  niipHrnllelcd  victorions 
oottree  of  tile  party  was  not  decisive  n)*th«  questiui),  whether 
there  was  really  any  occasion  for  Kueh  fears.  If  the  tuiii- 
ing  point  in  the  political  life  of  the  Union  actually  lay  in 
come  other  direction,  and  if  the  ])rograinme  of  lite  Know 
[othingfl  WAS  not  vinMc,  Imcaui^e  it  had  tio  real  potilicnl 
nd  moral  jueiiticatioQ,  they  wonld  have  to  vntiieh  from 
the  6tttge  AS  etiddoiily  as  they  had  ap[;eared  upon  it.  In 
the  life  of  nations,  there  are  epiaodee  which  partake  of  the 
cJiuracter  of  intuxicatton,  or  of  o  sudden  tit;  but  in  u  mud- 
em  civilized  Btate,  it  is  never  possible  lastingly  and  nrbi- 

twdvr  ibe  recpectire  oain««  of  lmlg«i«  aod  coondlx;  llie  two  then 
i)umb«T«d  About  sixtj  anbordloale  bodies.  .  .  Tlie  whole  ilf^n^li 
at  lli*>  order  in  tbe  tiUte,  on  llio  llib  of  M4jr,  1854.  did  not  probahly 
DZCi'ed  tlve  iboUKaad.  aad  ia  the  Tluiiett  Suites  there  w«re  not  niun> 
titui  tea  lliOu«Ai)d  m«mber8-  .  ■  ■  TU«  prcMnt  littrmonioii*  ami 
imMperouscobdliioa  of  tbe  alne  baodred  and  sixty  coiinciU  in  ilif 
StAl«  of  New  Ynrk,  nio-."    Tlio  Indepmtltat,  Much  !■'>,  IS-U. 

'  Matiuire.  Tb«  Irisb  ia  America,  p.  446.  The  coudlUution,  KL-nerul 
rales  nml  rfjiuUtionii  nro  printrd  in  ilntnhlrtoo,  A  Hiirturr  (ir  tbe 
PoliticBl  CHmpaign  lo  Virginia.  In  th^.  pp.  17-^. 

'  In  B  Bpfc^li  dvlWcrvd  on  tlio  'Jd  of  Fvbruyrj',  18&S,  ia  Al*>xaDdria, 
Ilptiry  A.  Wltefttiid:  "  Tbe.v  have  awepi  Ibe  nonk.  They  hare  iiinn 
Kovrraon.  Tli^y  dnitn  that  %\i<>y  hnv^  got  a  mnJArily  »lMt*<]  la  lA* 
Beat  houae  of  repri^vnnUitrca.  Tbcy  are  ddw  trying  to  eblaia  by  Ifae 
«ad  or  the  twxl  three  yvnr*,  n  majurjljr  la  the  tu<aate  of  the  Cniied 
Stftlca."    Uaaibletoa,  toe.  CiV,  p.  HI. 
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tmrilv  to  flnpplnnt  tlia  cHrdinal  problcme  of  Its  political 
life  which  have  their  roote  in  actual  circiimstAiiceji  hy 
secondary  and  more  or  less  artificial,  not  to  say  fnbriuited, 
questions. 

The  coneideratmns  and  frelings  which  BCrrcd  an  a  foun- 
dation to  the  wigh  tu  exclndtt  tuhiptud  citizcne  fnun  |M)Hti- 
cal  officee,  and  in  the  liititre  to  grant  imtnigr&ntB  the  right 
of  citizenship  oiiljr  after  a  very  long  ittay  in  the  countrv 
are  otivions;  and  it  has  bren  alrcndjr  examined  to  what 
extent  it  must  be  m^lc now! edged  that  thej  were  jufititied. 
Tlie  chnractcrof  the  <iuDi>tion,  however,  was  now  tiintcriallj 
motlifled  by  ita  anmlgaination,  in  principle,  willi  the  pro* 
ficriptton  of  Cathulics.  Tlie  Know  Xothiiig«  not  onljr 
Bhowed  greater  liostility  to  Catholic  im[ui';raut&  than  to 
Protefltant  iinini^p^ots,  but  they  extended  political  pre- 
scription to  all  Catliolics.  So  far  ac  public  ot}ic««  w«r« 
concerned,  native  OatlioUca  were  placed  on  tlie  lame  foot- 
ing as  immigrants. '      lion- was  it  nought  to  o^cplain  and 

■  Ar1i(^to8of  th«  coDBtiiution  it*A  ■-  "  Tliv  obJMl  of  this  arc«»lMtiOti 
nball  bt>(o  rotisl  ihc  iDMdioas  pnlkyof  Uiv  Churcb  nf  Itmncuid  other 
loflu«nt«  agalnM  ibe  lnstl(uiioD»af  our  cunotiy,  by  |>lHdng  In  >ll  lO&ixt 
ID  Uie  gift  of  lb«  piH)|>lt,  ot  bj  ntypoiatmoDt.  tiono  bat  BMivc-lMm 
ProiMtanl  ciUr.e'n&"  AaA  In  Article  S  od  the  requlrcmenu  whlolt  liul 
in  Im  fUlfillod  Xn  bo  a  "  nipmbrr  nf  any  KubnrilinKl^  rouncU,"  v* 
reiKi:  "Ueniaal  ba  n  VRlivi^-bora  citizen ;  a  Proleatanl,  iKirn  nf  Pro- 
(evlaot  ijareatA,  reaTMl  unil^r  ProtPiitanl  infliKoce.  and  not  suited  in 
marriage  wlib  a  Ronnn  L'libolLc."  Tlim,  accontlng  to  Ukftilro,  Tb« 
Irtrb  in  America,  pp.  HO.  14T-  I  canaot  gUBrantee  th«  convrUMM  of 
iblR  quoTailon.  TbecoDsitimlODsand  plaifanQinrUin  Rnnv-Nolbings 
wbi«b  I  hav«  Mm  vMy  grratif  tmia  od«  Qiiolli«r,  nal  onljr  in  llitir 
wonlincbut  In  tbelr  con  tents.  Iilonotknow  wlictlier  nnj<mcof  Uicte 
nronliii^  u-u  itttlilicty  roeogniEml  hy  Hip  pari}-  aa  anth^nllc.  It  dM« 
nol.  liowever,  oppctir  to  lue  n*  b^  prolmM^  a»  tb«  conMitntloti  aai  the 
pluiforni  continnri]  lu  be  untcfid)>-  and  lo  Ibo  last  a  lecrot  nbfrt)  rauld 
lioTc  iM-efi  communicated  to  ib«  nniniiinied  only  by  Itnlniyal.  Itni  li 
Le  not  lnipoMlbl«  tbat  tbo  «ub««(|Ucut  difcWum  were  nitu>ci1  hf  lUe 
iintti>irlili-((if  i1ie>*rilvr  llivuitelves.lo  iihuw  tliul  It  triu  not,  ftlW  all.  u 
htiu^k  ■•  It  waa  p«lnUKt     And  m>  tba  mppoalUnn  tt  not  absolutely 
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j'Qstlfjr  thisl  Of  a  rcBuscitatioii  of  Puritanical  fanaticism, 
there  WHS  iioUiiiigelse  to  be  notio«<l,  ami  tli«  Know  Nothings 
expre««tly  protested  that  ttiey  did  not  vt'inh  to  pro.<>crIliu 
GatholiciBm  an  a  religion.  Their  declBrutioii  of  war,  tliey 
eaid,  was  not  directed  a^iiiet  the  faitli  1>nt  agntni^^t  tlie 
church  wbicli  becatis«  of  it«  hierarchical  tendencies  was  t)iL> 
greatest  danger  which  menaced  the  independence  and  free 
dom  of  the  people,  "Wae  that  only  a  pretext  to  give 
nfttivist  tciidcucice  a  powerful  impuUc,  or  were  fcfue  really 
entertained  in  the  direction  mentioned,  and  were  thcw.-  k-ar» 
well  groundud?  That  to  accrtiiiu  extent,  one  thing  was  Hai<l 
luid  another  muant  was  iinqueKtionnhlo.  If  Kiiniju'Hti 
immigration  had  not,  tu  a  great  extent  consustvd  nt'  (Jath> 
olic».  the  idea  would  never  have  occnrred  to  Americatiat 
to  make  tlie  combatting  of  Catholicism  a  party  ijuestion, 
for  llic-  Catholics  who  had  been  in  the  country  from  the 
earlj  days  of  the  repulilic,  odnstitiited  only  a  buiall  traction 
of  the  popniiition  and  had  never  given  canse  for  eorapluint, 
in  tliia  reBpect.  It  was  only  throngh  immigration  that 
the  Catliolic  church,  in  the  United  States,  became  so  strong 
tlmt  it  might  be  tempted  to  aaeert  itself  as  a  power  in  the 
state.  The  number  of  Catholics  was  certainly  not  yv.t  fo 
large  that  the  funilamen tally  I'roteetant  character  which 
American  national  life  had  thut*  far  horno  cimld  hu 
im|)erilled  by  it;  but  tlielr  number  was  fo  \&rgt;  titnt  it  had 
to  be  recVonetl  with,  in  cast-  they  cngagi«l  in  the  Btruggle 
of  noliticnl  parties  ha  h  tiolid  niHSK;  and  the  majority  of 
Cathulice,  in  the  country,  Nt<iod  on  Euch  a  plane  of  culture 
and  their  antecedent  circnm^tances  had  been  tsiicli,  that  it 
was  vory  natural  the  question  ithtnild  be  raised,  wheUier 

nxelttdod  itial  all  the  dlir^reot  wording*  ftr«  HinlienCir,  far  il  i*  cerUla 
Ihkt  lb«  cr««it  of  the  pari)r  tcm  modlflml  unrier  tUe  |)re88ure  uT  pa1>llc 
aptnioo,  md  sliowed  a  wonderl^il  capMciyr  to  adipl  Itwir  to  local  etr- 
MntUDoea. 
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the  Catholic  der^,  if  tliej  took  the  inntter  skillfully  In 
Iiand,  and  pursued  it  with  persistent  energy,  would  not 
gttcoeed  in  niisiifiing  their  puwer  for  tlie  fortlieraiico  of 
their  eccleoiatilical  purjioses.  Thus  far,  this  hnd  certainly 
Dot  beoii  fltteiupted,  but,  iioturitlmtMndiiig,  tlie  foHn  of  Hiv 
Eoow-Nothings  could  not  besuid  to  liavTinopositiTe  buii. 
If  the  tutiire  shoired  that  tiiey  bad  seeo  ftpeoiree  in  tlte 
fidl  tight  of  day,  these  spectres  were  sorely  nut  the  out- 
growth of  their  owu  excited  fancy,  but  spectres  conjured 
Qp  by  the  chioft  of  the  Catholic  camp,  who  pointed  tbetu 
out  to  the  American  people  as  the  spirit  of  the  future. 

For  H  \oag  6«rie«  of  years,  a  part  of  tlit*  Catholic  prcis 
had  euihraccd  the  luodt  extreme  Ultramontanism,  and,  with 
tlie  ntuiosc  and  moai  inconsiderate  frankness,  adToeated 
the  moist  radical  hierarchical  dtwlrtneA.  Hut  the  re«mn- 
sihle  heads  of  the  church,  responsible  by  iht-ir  calling,  hitd 
not  only  never  opposed  the  idle  enidea%*ors  of  tlie  Catholic 
presfi,  bot  had  repoaleiily,  and  pabliely,  i>ipre^4«d  their 
approbation  of  the  volunieere  of  the  ehnrch  militant.  At 
early  as  in  July,  1852,  the  J''r€«*nan'4  J^um^l  had  aisuttod 
tlmt  the  Catliolie  church  wu  the  only  oonservatit-e  power 
vbich  oottid  oppose  tlie  desiructirc  lendcneies  of  the  timov, 
and  claimed  tliat  this  fact  and  in  couwqtienccs  would 
appear  tuorc  plainly  every  day.^     If  thit  tnn  a  fact,  the 

t  -  Oar  ooBBti;  bM  mtimi  fcttfa  wltk  a  beaotlM  ikteic  vt  laMlto- 
Uuu.  ukI  imllilcml  ftunwwuck.  WwhtraUvcd  ioM«tta«»cbb«ee<tf 
UiMo  tlu««t«*«(I.  >wl  to  b«w  gnv«  MM  fndkt  tbelx  vptvdj  UL  W«  | 
tanlivwi  »>*M«tMper>la«omt|Miga  ia  oar  ItadlRg  9Ut«aBca.a 
iMMtlMa.  OoUa  putiw  swarlBf  tk«  cromlB  tku  glv*  WMawa—  tktit ' 
t^>[;uUr>tj.  Bm  It  U  u  tU*  noaiMt  iliM  tk«  Chlhalie  ckBich,  ao(  oal; 
lo  tbr  ti««  nfilM  p«wKl«atud  rUlla«Dfifc»ral)M  tDitwmtttckNuaaN 
oT  «ll  tib»  km  vf«i.  Maad*  fbrtb,  am  tra  fcAT«  Mid,  (b*  col;  lirlu 
wyubaaMa.  «til«k,  pnAuiac  lo  (aia*  froa  a  |«laci|>J«  aUne  ifca 
lalrT«Mio4  dwhnw.knUsaOltlMw  of  wMib  hi  kM-  fiMp.  ud  1m>^ 
Umkg  iBnei*  ikMa,  wd  «llk  tmMrtac  aim.  a*  Um  cootm  iiiai  hi^. 
4mr  eBl  tt>*  t>W  r^^  ^  *^  eowtj  dmaaai.    .    .   .    -Aa  peaLl 
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^ditjt  of  freedom  in  the  tToited  States  were,  indeed,  nnm- 
^tturcO,  provided  faith  could  be  attached  to  what  other 
C«tholic  paper*  said  of  the  CRture  and  ondcavora  of  the 
Catholic  church.  The  Shej^h^ni  of  th^  Taliey,  a  paper 
ptiUiehvd  iu  Saint  Loui^,  a&itcrtod  tliHt,  \>y  iti  yery  nature. 
t]ic  church  was  iiitolunuit,  mid  added  that  it  would  be  all 
over  with  I'rt-i-dom  in  the  United  States,  the  nioment 
Catholics  liud  tiie  power  to  deetroy  it'  The  Jtatubler 
approved  tins  view,  went  further  and  aaid  that  if  the  pope 
became  lord  of  the  couutr)',  he  would  allow  himself  to  he 
governed  only  Liy  consider»tiou8  of  expediency  whicli 
might  induce  him,  nceurdiug  Co  circuinetauces,  to  tolerate 

I 'heretics  or  to  hang  them.' 
The  Ciitht'Iic  clergy  of  course  (jitc^tionod   the  right  of 
the  Know  Nothings  to  appeal  to   dccUratione  of  this  na- 
tare,  iinoe  tlio  cliarcfa  could  not  bo  held  responsible  for 
what  every  2«alotin  bis igaorancemight  write.     Bnt  there 
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v»  tieac-f-fnrlli  to  l>o  identified  iieculiiirly  with  ibe  CaUiolic  cliutch 

aad  Its  lri«niiii.    Every  >«ar  tliat  rullH  liy  will  mak#  Ibis  fact  more 

ld«ar.aii(l  will  d«v«)<i]i  its cuni^tieDceo mora  full/."  Citodbjr  Wljilnejr, 

lA  Def*BC«  or  Die  American  rdity,  p.  83. 

'  "  'llii'  rburcli  is  of  n«<c«inf  ly  intolcraDt.  flereiy  sbe  endures  -vheo 
and  whore  alit*  mnet,  but  she  baten  It,  and  illri>ctii  ult  1iar(Mjergl«atoiU 
dMlnictiun.  IC  Catholics  ever  i:aiii  an  ImmeoK  Dumcrlcal  uajirilj, 
religious  freedom  lu  itaia  couatrjr  i*  m.  aii  end.  9i>  our  «DoiQic«  «ajr. 
Sow»l)elievft"    Tba  fiA<9>A«rd »/ tA4  VaU^y.  Nov.  S3,  IKI. 

'  "You  aik.  tr  lie.  ihe  (xipe,  -were  lonl  in  ilio  land  and  you  wer^  in  a 

Lialiwrily.iri»4  inuumber.  y«liu  power,  what  would  be  do  to  yon  T  Tlial 

W«  eay  wriiiM  il^|>eod  entirely  on  cin;uiiisltiiicca.     \t  it  would  lipiiclil 

-Uio  t»iiM-iir<  nitinliriMD  lie  would  tolerate  yon  ll*e3pedicut.  be  would 

imprison  yoii;   bnnlsb  you;   flue  you;    pouibly  hnog  you;   bui  be 

BuUT^  o(  one  Uiing,  ho  «v«uld  aover  tolerate  you  Tor  ilie  oalte  oX  Ute 

'glorl'MU  princlplea'  of  civil  aud  relicioii*  libeily."    Clu*kej.  Tlie 

.  Pallllcal  Text  lli.uk,  p.  .1117.     Id  tlie  same  work.  |)p.  304-308,  in  No.  10 

|nf  (be  *o-calle<J  "HadlsoD  Lettent"  wtiicti  went  written  Ity  a  Viri;iiiiaB 

la  tlerenca  of  Lbe  Kuow  Kocbluga,  a  auintwr  of  aimilar  provocutiooa 

maf  be  read. 


88 


KANltAB-MUlKASKA   BILL   TO   BOCIIANAJI  »  KLKOTtOX. 


can  be  iii>  qacstion  ttiAt  tlio  Catliolto  clerg^r  mnit  be  helil 
responsible  morally  to  a  certain  extent,  siiieo  it  wuolrl 
hftve  cogt  the  antlioritm  of  the  chiircli  onlj  «  word  to 
chnck  Mie  thougl)tle&s  zeal  orsat^h  (tmutieiiiin  or  nrnbitioii. 
Tliut  tbcy  did  not  epenk  tbut  word,  wae  oeitbcr  bucauM 
tti«y  did  not  have  the  legal,  ecclesiastical  |>ower  to  Mtn- 
iiiiiud.  nor  becjtu»e  tliej*  had  paid  no  attention  to  t}ie  mat- 
ter, bnt  fur  the  reason  that  it  seemed  to  theui  t]tc  iutercstt 
of  tlie  church  called  tor  no  such  InterTorenoe,  on  tboir 
part  The  authorities  of  the  Catholic  church  thcmselveB 
were  indiiHtriuusly  discreet,  Init,  to  say  the  h-af^t,  thoy  teU 
no  great  diKpluasure  thntl'UrHinontaniBtii,  in  its  extreitteit 
form,  vcas  prraiched  hy  x-olunteeni  for  who»e  action  uo 
oflicial  nii^ponRibilitv  restuil  on  them.  Tliis  nnp(>ars  with 
iindoublt^d  certainty  I'rum  the  fact,  that  Browntum's  l^*- 
view,  the  most  vigorous,  enlightened  and  infltieiitial 
Catholic  argnn  of  tlie  counlr)'  had  niceived  the  most 
formal  rccomuicndation  of  twenty-five  Archbi3h<>p6  and 
hinhope,  Ur  the  end  of  promoting  its  further  cirtiiilatiitn 
among  llie  people.  But  Brownwm's  l-{eview  ostentutiauaJy 
aMunied  the  [lOfiition  of  nicdin-val  times,  at  tiie  i>eriud 
when  the  papacy  was  at  tiic  licight  of  its  power.  In  the 
plainest  woitls,  it  asserted  the  right  of  the  church  to  snin- 
won  tlie|K>»«esfior5of  tcmiMtrul  power  IilToiv  its  tribunal  tmd 
to  execute  its  judgments  upon  them.>      And  it  was  very 

■  "  Bbe  (Uie  clinrch)  hMfl  ilii^  ricitt  lo  Ji)i)|[f>  wlin  faa>  m  wivi  hu  tioi, 
aoconlin^  tolh«  Ivwuf  GikI.  III?  rlgtil  Ut  ivign—wkfilliBr  thn  prince 
Um.  ttj'  bi^t  inddpliiy,  l)i>  miwl'-wld,  bia  tyranny  And  uppic^ion,  for- 
Ti-ll^l  tiii'  iTiKl  aikI  )o8L  hla  ri^lit  (n  ihc  allpEinDCO  of  hU  ftiilijtvU.  ami. 
llii>rer«r«  wlii-ih<*r  un^jr  are  still  bpM  to  their  nlli>i-luic»,  or  rAlvi 
from  II  by  tbe  Uw  of  tiwl.  If  ibv  tiate  Iho  rlgUl  lo  judjp',  •!!«  I 
lh«  right  lu  |ln)^lMlncN^JutlglRent.  Hud  order  Its  exe<:uiion:  lliBrelore, 
lo  pronounce  MoWucfiurilfivwIiiMi  upon  ih»  prluro.ailMiburtrrfvllMli 
bis  riptii  in  mgB,  util  ii>  dwlare  tili  roltiin-ts  nb«>lv«]  fnim  tb*  all*| 
iiiK"*  «' Iiiin.  »■>■)  ■'■'A*  I"  oWl  llioin«rlv«aK  now  aurmlgn,"  Browib' 
auu'i  Kvvkw,  January,  lis^  p.  Wt. 


far  from  maViiig  an  oxtu-'iitiou  tn  favor  of  tlie  Unitetl 
States.     Ten  jwu-s  Wore,  it  haU  amiomicod  tlmt  ilie  [wipe 

»W4i«  emlcavoring  ^  to  pofieess"  tlie  country  and  iltH'lnred 
tbat  the  entire  clergy  of  the  church,  if  they  were  true  to 
thtiir  faith,  would  have  to  aid  him  in  doing  x".     It  at  the 

I  aarao  time  alkgod  that  <Ieraocmcy  was  n  dream  wheiwer 

[^tbe  Catholic  church  did  not  pruvall  and  teach  obedience,' 
iDd,  in  ito  opioion,  the  Cathulic  duty  of  obedience  to  tho 

'church  TTiiB  simply  uiihoHiided."  The  pmctieal  conse- 
quetice  which  it  inferred,  logically  anJ  correctly,  from  tbcae 
principles  whb  that  it  vm  the  exclusive  righl  of  tlie  cluirch 
to  draM'  the  line  between  it»  uwu  jurisdiction  iind  that  of 

I  the  state,  and  that  the  jwrson  who  did  not;  recognize  tltis 
jad  ceased  to  be  a  Catholic* 


I 


lo  lb*  Mins  jew.  (he  Frteman'M  Joumat  writ**:  Tbepnpoof 
le  lift*  BU|>reiiic  nuIli'Titj-  vvnr  ovory  B((iiBre  Iwt  of  ewrfiM;*  no  Ihis 
llolw.  His  riglits  aru  circuinw-ribwl  oolj*  by  tlic  f inl«  of  itjceaitli 
u4  Ihe  cuniimumiitioi)  of  ngc«."  'i'liist  declnrHlioB  deiorves  nil  Ihe 
nvn  to  be  cilctl  side  liy  slUe  wllli  tliut  Toade  by  ilrawnsuo,  bccauso 
Ibo  Frtitmiin't  Jovmat  ti-aii  onioidi'nti  lhtt»rgiin  uf  arcblilohnp  Hllgbea 
of  N*w  Yorlt.    Congr.  Olobc,  Isi  Set«,,  34ni  CWigr..  ApiKnni.,  p.  MS. 

'"Id  |Kiini  of  (bu.  <1(MU<icih<.'V  b  a  iiii^cliivruiis  dreiiiii,  wlieiwer 
th*  Catliulkc  cliurcli  iluea  Dot  pi-»iininlnutp,  to  Inspire  Uie  pe(>[it»  Willi 
r«T«r«nc«,  and  lo  tvncli  nad  nccuBt»in  them  to  i)bcili«oc«  lo  nulitvrilj- 
Tlie  flm  leiuoD  for  all  lo  l«arn,  ih«  lad  iliat  abould  be  forgaiien.  Is  to 
nl>«<y.  Yod  uiu  liitv*  no  gwi^jrimtal  wtii>ni  llmra  i(  no  nlH!di»iic:o; 
uiO  obodlencd  to  law,  aa  It  in  <*nlled,  will  uat  Va  Ina^'  enl'urccd  where 
tfad  fAllibiliiy  »r  lav  is  clpuly  8e«ti  aad  fraoly  niliniittNl.  But  i«  it 
ib«  Intention  of  ilio  pope  to  poueas  this  couniry*  Undnubtoiilv.  Id 
ibi»  iDtvntiuD  Ut  he  nidnl  by  ibo  Joitiiti.  ami  »n  ili^  ('aiholk  prduira 
BOd  pilosiftT  UDdiiiilxedly,  If  they  are  falibful  to  their  religion." 
UiOMiuoQ'a  Itoviow,  April,  IB'IS. 

'la  uDullier  nrlicle  we  md:  "If  the  cliurcli  should  direct  llie 
Cuholir  ('tllM>iH  <il'  tbif  Aliirrivnn  rt'pDlilic  lo  alwllub  tlio  (<QiiiiiiititioD. 
Uio  liberiyaud  tL«  Tery  «si6tcuv«  of  lh«ir  country,  m  a  itoTPmgQ 
aM«,  und  lrnritfi<r  It  In  Ihi^  cruwn  uf  I/Ouia  Nnpolt-on  Bonitpurie.  ili^y 
ar*  Ivtiind  by  n  dlrlne  onliiuuice,  to  obey."  Cited  by  t'ulKai,  11ia 
Outlook  urFro«<lom.  |>i>.-.UI,  ■i\n. 

*  -If  tbey  hud  beeu  diallucUy  tuugbL  that  the  political  auiUority  li 
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If  one  only  coiistderod  the  imincnso  laajorilj  the  dchu 
Catliolics  had,  aod  Iiow  glaringly  tlicir  truditions,  vIewB, 
customs  niid  inetitiitioits  coiilmsted  with  these  ducirinM, 
lie  in  list  Imve  felt  tempted  to  tuni  his  back,  with  a  senile 
of  pity  at  eucb  pour,  deludc-d  enthu£inst«,  without  ri'ply* 
iiig  u  word  to  t}i?iD.  But  if  one  called  to  mlud  tUo  politi- 
cal history  of  tlio  Catholic  church  in  Eiiro[io,  ii.nd  realii 
its  rapid  groMrtb  in  the  United  States,  during  the  last' 
lifly  years,*  even  cool  political  beads,  whose  blood  was  not 
easily  disturbed  by  words,  jiijght  be  startled,  and  nak 
tliumwlvuft  whether  the  metliod  in  this  iniidDMft  did  tiut 
descrru  attention.  And  the  nceefiiily  of  bucoraing  clear 
ou  this  point,  and  of  finding  a  dctinit«  and  sattshctgnr 
answer  to  the  qncAtion  whs,  indeed,  ineonle^tUible;  for  the 
Catholic  church  labored  wiUi  maati^rly  ekill,  hee-tik«  in* 
duatry,  undisturbed  tenacity  and  alitxiniiig  success  to  Iftj 

olwaja  Hubtinlin&te  to  Uift  afiirlluid,  oixl  lind  ^rown  up  Id  I1i«  diiolrtoe 
tbatlb«  nulloD  Unot  coiu]>i;iiii)[  lu  <letlii«,  iu  relation  lotbe«crl<>ii!ui|. 
col  jMiwer  Ita  own  tight— ilinl  tlx*  ctiuicli  dcflno*  bulli  it*  |w^M«r«  uihI 
ber  DWD,  an<l  tlinl  ttidUKti  iIih  naiinri  uih.v  be.  and  nushl  lu  b«  inde 
[MDtlviil,  in  rflnlinn  tn  iillior  Tin|iun<,  it  )iac  uni)  can  Iibvp  no  iudepsod-* 
«m-e  ill  Ike  fnce  vt  (be  cburcb— tbe  kjn);>I»ui  »t  Uwl  »n  earth  i  Ibvy 
vroulil  liiivv  Mica  ol  a  glitoce.  iliui  lu  »ui>p<'ri  tbe  cWll  iiulburiljr  ngalnikt 
tba  eplriiiml.  no  maiter  In  wliai  manner,  wiu  Uio  renunrialloa  arUiclf 
faith  U  Catlioili's,  utd  Iba  actual  or  virtual  auorlion  of  the  »Bpn>BiaCTj 
ufihe  lempotnl  |>over."  BrowaMireKeview.Januarj.lHOS.  Cltitkc 
'Jim  I'dlitii-itl  Ti'XI  B>wilc,p.  380. 

■  'Wliiiiif/,  A  Dofwore  at  lb«  Ain«rii»a  IViliey,  p.  US,  jfltw  tlio  foL 
luwlutt  Kiatixticnl  ilsta  for  the  ytan; 
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'the  foiitxlntioD  <leopan[]  broailof  its  hierarchical  £tructare 
ill  doi)i»in&  which  liml  nothing  to  do  with  partr  politics. 
)ut  which  were  of  canlinal  importance  to  the  aatlonal 
life. 

It«  atiKntion  was  directed  chieflv  to  the  two  points  on 
rbldi  the  Catholic  cburch  has   always  kid  the  grcHtcet 
htraftft:  tlio  coutrol  of  the  &chuul6  aiid  the  acquigltioo  of  a 
rgo  property. 

>'cw  York  was,  aiid  ie  etill,  the  centre  of  tho  power  of 
the  Catholic  church  in  the  United  States,  not  only  becanse 
i/Atholifii  arc  most  nuincruiislj  re))rei:eiited  in  that  btate, 
)ut  because  the  Iri^h  voto  i&  wont  to  be  tlio  main  pillar 
updn  M'liich  the  power  of  Uic  government  of  tbo  city  of 
New  York  rests,  and  the  latter,  therefore,  inclines  to  re- 
gard  the  deitiroft  of  Catholics  aa  far  as  it  poi^ssihlr  can. 
Hence,  tt  wua  iu  New  York  tliat  the  first  grL-ut  and  pt-r- 

tiateat  effort  was  made,  in  the  interedt  of  the  Catliolic 
bard),  to  make  a  breach  in  the  system  of  tlie  cuiniiion 
elicioU  which  without  exaggeration,  may  he  called  one  of 
he  most  eeseotial  eupportg  of  Atneri[^an  democnicy  witli 
ita  capacity  fur  rational   frcodom   nnd  eelf-govui'innent. 

IUnder  the  leadership  of  nrdibishop  llugliee,  the  Catholics, 
In  1840,  dcmnndpd  the  full  control  of  "  their  ehiiro  "  of 
&e  school  fond  to  the  end,  that  Catliolic  children  tutght, 
in  their  uwn  &choole,  receive  au  ediivution  in  harmony  with 
^thc  wishes  of  their  parent*,  and  one  which  migiil  Mitisly 
[idr  religtoue  wants.     Among  the  special  reaeona  assigned 
for  tliis  claim,  tlie  nee  of  certain  echool  books  which  mnst 
been  olfensive  to  faithful  CatlioUcs   and  the  daily 
ing  of  tlie  Bible  occupied  the  chief  place.     Tlie  city 
goreninient  endcavonid    to    pacify    tlie   Catholics    by   a 
fpeciea  of  comprximii^c,  by  Hbolinhing  the  rcadiiig  of  the 
iible  Id  those  acliuols  in  which  it  was  most  etrun^ly  oh< 
lected  to.    Tbift  only  made  the  matter  worse.     The  Catbo- 
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lioa  now  declared  it  to  W  an  nnhcard  of  iDJii«t)cc,  tliat 
they  were  ret^uirvd  to  support  ecliouls  to  which  tlit\Y  cvuld 
not  s«nd  their  children,  Iccaase  God  bod  been  banished 
from  them.  Nor  did  they  re^t  satisfied  wiOi  word*i,  since, 
Hfi  the  orgMii  of  the  archhishop  franklv  said,  this  (jue^tioa 
n-as  of  decisive  Importatice  to  the  future  of  the  churab.' 
As  tht'v  were  not  alilu  to  succeed  with  the  city  govem- 
luent  Hiid  tlio  school  board,'  Ibcy  turned  to  the  legielaturo, 
find  met  with  no  unfriendly  reception  from  governor 
Sevrard.  Ar  curly  ae  January  7,  1840,  ho  had  colled  nt- 
t«ntiou,  in  bis  atmual  mc^eagc,  to  tlic  fact  that,  in  tlie 
larger  citica  and  towiie,  a  groat  many  children  of  inimi- 
grante  ^rewup  withuut  aiiy  education,  and  bi  proposed, 
)>y  the  vAtublieliniuiit  of  achuula  iu  which  t«acher«  of  tlie 
«amv  nattimulity  und  religiinia  creed  gave  inetruction,  to 
induce  tlicni  to  tttloiid  school.'  Tliie  proposal  whs  very 
badly  received  In  the  Proteslant  camp,  and  cansed  the 
governor  to  be  severely  criliciised.  But  Seward  did  not 
alluM-  hiinnclf  to  be  disturbed.  In  his  annaal  nle8l^ftgB8 
of  Jauuury  5,  ISll,  and  January  5,  1S42,  he  entered  into 

*  "This  irabjAct  conuiinit  In  It  Dm  M-holo  qamkin  nt  Urn  pr»gf«*«  tad 
Uiuia|>h3iirtlieCailiollc  diun:li  In  iliv  next  general  [on  Id  lUisRoiinUjr. 
CtuliolicK,  let  iiK  nil  tuM  lugnitiMr."  Tli«  frttnan'M  Journal.  Cil»il  tijr 
Folion.  The  Outlook  «>f  Fre»dom.  p  SM. 

■  Tlie  ((UC«titiD  was  cntviplicniwi  by  (he  f«rt  ibkt  the  city  of  New 
Yurk  occu|)l«4l  mn  excApllnnnl  place  in  rvBpect  to  Ita  Bclwi^l  ftVBteu,  In 
Hip  «utc,  twcauae  iti  rii;lit  of  MirdetorniinBlion  luKl  much  n«f. 
rowci  limlis  ibu)  ilmtof  atl  other  communlile*.  On  tlita  tee  8ewBrd*a 
Wofko.  pji,  Mm-SfJi. 

'  "  The  cliililrea  «f  foreignerv,  Touiul  in  great  nnmlwre  In  our  |>opi>- 
luUR  cllie*  M(l  lowiu.  and  In  thti  vicinity  af  oiir  public  vork«,  u«  loo 
oltea  deprived  of  tb«  BdT-aotsjr««  >a'  our  tystPin  of  ])tiblic  e4lu<!<itlo(i, 
ia  cuDKijutrnc^  af  prrjuiiivn  anting  &um  ditrrrcnve  of  laiigu«xc  or 
nllflon.  Il  nuglit  never  lo  be  fnr^ttQn  llial  tlio  pnhlir  wrlfure  Is 
u  <l«aply  co()«orn«id  in  ibelr  cflnrailan  iti  In  itiat  of  our  owu  (<bll>ir<*^ 
1  do  ii'>l  ti(-*tt(i(v.  llicrefure.  to  fffitiiiiiicn<I  ibe  rslubl Iglinieot  •.•l'nli''<>tfl 
In  wbltti  tbttjr  loa^  be  Itutructed  by  leituberii  ojteakUig  ibv  lutun  luu. 
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muMirc  di#cussion  of  tLe  question'  and  refuted  the 
hat  he  WII8  fiLvnriiif^  ecctariiinieiii  and  wanted  to 
stlcrititH;  the  gnucrai  kjaIciii  of  crecdlcits  trtx  «cluK»l8  to  A 
ooiitcuttuiie,  buctariati  Bpirit  Tlio  schools,  tie  said,  inuat 
L-orre^pniid  t«  the  wiiiit*  of  eocicty  and,  Oierefure,  he 
BClaptL-d  to  it«  actual  necda,  for  tho  sdiools  exi^tt-d  for  the 
sake  of  the  conimnnit}-  and  not  the  comuainitj  fur  tlie 
M.-)iui)1».  But  it  u'as  a  vital  interest  of  the  cottiuiiinity, 
that,  all  ita  iuember&  should  partake  of  the  bleasiitgg  of 
echoul  inetructtOD.  As,  under  tlie  existing  «^*8tein,  this 
was  not  the  case,  there  waa  need  of  a  rcfumi,  and  it  waa 
worthy  of  consideration  ihat  one  of  the  Te»*on8  for  the 
lainoniablc  condition  of  tliing«  which  prevailed,  was  the 
decp-rootwl  dietmet  of  the  Catholic*  in  the  Bpirit  govcru- 
Bg  the  public  echools.'  The  conviction  soon  forced  itself 
3on  {M-unle,  that  the  childreu  growing  np  without  tiny 
stmctiun  and  who  already  numbered  20,000  in  New 
fork,  were  a  great  danger  to  the  state.  But  it  waa  be- 
9eved  that  this  bad  Ktate  of  affairs,  was  referable,  to  a 
ary  great  extent,  to  other  caueen  entirely,  on  which 
rard  biueelf  had  laid  mQch  more  atreM  in  his  Inat 
than  on  the  grievances  of  Catholics  dictated  by 


Ipugv  with  llMmMlTH  ID(1  |irofeniDg  Ibit  Miir#  railli.  There  would 
he  DO  ii>r-4iiuliiy  in  aucli  m  ineiudirtK,  tiiiice  it  UappenH  fimn  ttin  ftircr 
fit  cifcaiii»iaDC«(i.  if  not  from  clioicp.  tliHl  lli«  rt>»piiti)>il)tliiie«  oT  edii- 
ntioa  «r«  la  most  Instances  conSded  by  ns  to  native  ollluns,  awl 
oecftiloiM  fcldom  nflVr  for  a  triai  of  our  ma^uiiniiij-  \jj  cotnmltilng 
Hull  u-UDl  in  persoDi  differing  from  ouiwWei  In  language  or  rellgim  " 
lb..II..  p  215. 

[    I  III.,  (ip.  3-&-361,  ud  soft-aoo. 

■  ■*  Wiiai  lim  1>««n  regsrdml  as  individual,  occasional  and  acddf alal 

pr^udic«9.  Lave  )>rovt!<l  to  be  opiDi'.>as  pcrrndlng  a  lari;e  taaaa,  \a- 

ududlng  ■>   Imst  oii<^  religious  cnnnnuniua  equally  wlih  nil  oihen 

^•aUlM  in  rivll  tolernuce— o[>inli>i)H  chciliihed  tbrough  a  poriod  of 

lxtRi;n  yvntir-,  aod  ripened  into  a  pertnaoeat  diatrost  of  the  Impar- 

or  tlte  eduulloD  glveo  iu  the  \\aWU:  schools."    lb.,  It.,  p.  XW. 
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eectariari  coDEiderationl  Honce  fVom  the  neeefsitj  of 
reforcn,  tlie  ueccseity  of  actinj^  on  tbe  tirti<t  propufittion  of 
tlie  governor,  bjno  mcAns  fulloirei).  Uc  Iind  not  hime«lf 
directly  claimed,  to  eaj  nothing  of  liie  tiAving  attetnptul 
to  prow,  tliat  tliL-t-u  griisvanccs  of  ttic  Catholics  wore  well 
foiiDtli^.  Anr)  jiiet  as  litilo  had  ho  giiiutinlccd  that  the 
Catholics  would  be  pacifivd  by  tlua  aJtogetber  too  vague 
a  proposal  of  a  rciiiedjr.  Their  demands  went  mncli 
fnitlier,  nitd  the  nature  of  these  demands  strongly  suggested 
the  siiBpicion,  that  their  main  motive  was  the  interest  of 
the  power  of  the  chureh.  Tlieir  chief  concern  vria  not, 
as  it  was  Sewurd'e,  that  their  children  were  growing  ap 
without  any  edoenlion  whatever.  Tlds  they  oxprii&fiod 
with  very  commeiidnbtc  frnnlcncs^  and  eniphAfiie,'  and 
the}*  acted  in  accordance  with  what  they  said,  to  the  ex- 

>  Tta«  Ffffmtm's  Journnl  wro(« :  <'  Whiit  we  CaUinlics  ninsl  do,  and 
mu»l  do  now,  la,  flrat  lo  goi  out  cbilitreo  out  of  itb  dcrounnc  Irv.  Al 
any  caii.  luid  at  BDfsacrincv,  we  mast  deliver  iliecblldreQ.ov(.-r  Rliani 
wo  l)ni«  control.  Trom  tb«»e  pfu  of  deitruciion,  which  li*  iiiTitinctf 
la  tbeir  vaj-,  la  tbe  namo  oX  pabtlc  or  prlrale  ichoots-  We  mist, 
wliorvvnr  there  nre  oiimigh  Citlliol ivji  toprtlier  lo  reader  It  pomitilv, 
wganine  Callmlk  mIiooI*.  Wliere  tliii  ie  impowlble,  let  parrntB  wlib- 
draw  their  children  frotn  ib«ao  place*,  wll<^^e  itiejrafB  ceiiila  to  la'ara 
evil,  and  prolialily  very  little  but  evil,  aad  if  Uiej  cannot  hare  lltent 
Uogbt  ol.ifvrbere,  let  them  b«  sent  Iv  hunctt  labor,  or  kept  fhim  iba 
ways  of  tbe  destroyer,  under  the  pnremi'  eyea.  Tbia  wlilidrawal  nf 
Catholic  GtaildrcB,  ernrywhere.  from  (ha  Godl«u  •ehool*.  iliouid  be 
■  heir  firei  Bte|i.  U  la  Umeiitable  tba(  it  baa  not  hug  ago  been  luken." 
Pulton,  Tlip  Uiilliwk  of  Frfptlom.  p.  S.'SI. 

In  ilieCHUtolicomp  tiiere  were  people,  too,  who  aeemetl  to  consldfir 
ll  defliraMc,  uodrr  nil  circum^ttinreH.  ihnt  the  grt^o)  muliitiide  uliould 
bo  kepi  away  from  the  schootH.  The  Skephtrd  tf  (Kt  TaUtp  wmte  oa 
the  Sl'd  of  October.  \9-M:  "  W«  lliink  tb«  '  miNoa '  were  nerer  \tm 
liHppj.  len  respectable,  and  less  respected  than  lh«y  bar*  Iimo  iIbm 
the  retcMniatton,  aiul  parllcularly  within  tl>n  last  flfly  nr  one  baiulr«d 
year*,  alnce  Lord  Urougbaro  c«U|rbt  Uie  lusola  of  teachlnj  thmn  lo 
read,  and  cinmuntcated  tba  dbMM  to  a  lar|re  porlioo  of  Ike  BaglbA 
nation,  of  wbldi,  In  ipit«  of  all  oar  Ulk,  w«  are  too  onen  ilie  Mrv)l« 
Iraluton." 
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tent  timt  the  watcliword  given  th«m  by  the  pricetB  wtis  a 
taw  unto  thfin.  Hence  it  whs  entirely  justlliiiblc  and 
fl-oper  lo  recall  here  llie  miiy.\u\,  prmcijnh  vl/stn,  and  to 
reQect,  whether  a  couceftdlou  ehould  be  made  to  tlicin 
which  thej  would  auquefttiotiably  eiinleavor  to  uee  ua  ati 
entrenchment  in  besieging  the  struiighuld  of  the  common 
fichuol  8f«tcm.  Under  atij,'  cirvuimttauce^^  an  effort  should 
tirsC  have  Wen  made  to  discover  what  could  be  nccom- 
]>lii<!itr<l  in  some  other  way,  and,  on  no  condition,  should 
the  demand  inspired  by  ihe  clergy  have  been  granted. 
This  WII8  Bltsoliitely  nnpermlesiblc,  for  tlie  reRHon  tliut  if 
granted,  it  wouhl  then  be  necefwury  to  give  every  other 
churoh  and  sect,  when  it  demanded  it,  its  '•share"  of  the 
school  fund,  and  thns  the  schools*  wonld  hitve  been  com> 
pletely  handed  over  to  the  sovereign  good  ivni  of  the 
dilferunt  religious*  bodiea,  in  other  words,  to  tlio  olerf^y  of 
all  denominations.' 

The  Catholic  clei^  had  ovcrsliot  the  mark.  The  im- 
portance of  the  question  wag  fiilly  e^tiinatt'd  and  the  non- 
Catholics  stood  iin:initiioiiBlv  toother.  The  attack  was 
happily  repelled  and  the  result  has  shown  that  there  was 
DO  need  of  a  division  of  the  school  fund  and  of  the  de- 
strnction  of  the  common  acliool  system  in  order  to  allow 
Catholic  children  lo  piirticipnte  in  the  blessings  of  school 
instrnction.  Rnt  the  Catholie  chnreli  haa  from  time 
immemorial  proved  that  it  can  wait  and  kiiowd  how  to 


I  In  arcportof  acomniiltte  of  Iho  l^giilnturo  On  llie  petition  oPUie 
nllrstre  road:  'Ornni  lli«<  {irayer  of  these  p«lll|nn«n>.  nnil  n  tlxtTtU 
I  of  fuin  U  (iiirn**!!  upon  our  common  actiool  nytileni,  wliii'li  lUture 
ttr|;itilittt<xi  CDTilId  bntOly  be  uIjIu  lo  rpflmlii;  for  uuder  our  HfM^m  of 
rallgiiiita  toloriiion.  im  rciiiiix  pliu'it  would  bn  ruiind,  uiiiil  our  nug. 
MBoenl  •cbool-ftind  vma  iulxtitldod  ftnioog  »vi!>ry  dennmlnmion  in  tlm 
ttUc.  From  IUp  anrirnt  and  TCiwratilu  tvinbliKbinrut  or  llii!  Itotuaa 
Callinlk  citurc-li,  ilown  to  ita^cooveDllrlesarilifl  sjnrilual  modiuni*  nr 
IbtM  lalter  jetn."    Pullon,  loa  cit.,  p.  'Oil. 
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VRit.  Its  wUlioJt  in  respect  to  this  question  vere  still 
wlint  tliey  Imd  Ijt-en.  nnri  therefore  the  possibility  tliat  It 
wutilil  tjiku  it  iip  again,  on  n  favoniMe  opporlnnity,  wita 
not  exi'ln(ti!().  Ilunce  vrhen  the  Krow  Nothings  recslled 
tliif)  otriif^gle  iibout  the  bvIiooIs  in  Haw  York,  their  moiitlis 
could  not  be  closed  hy  eayitig  to  them;  let  the  dead  bory 
llie  dead.* 

The  contest  0T«r  the  qneetion,  in  ■whose  name  the  title 
of  ecclcfioetical  property  should  be  placed  Imd  a  more 
eatietftctory  iesuo  for  the  church.  A  law  of  the  state  of 
New  York  of  the  year  1784,  on  the  incorporation  of  re- 
ligiuiiii  hollies,  providetl  tlmt  truetees  chosen  by  thechnrch, 
coiigrcgfttion  or  society  shonid  represent  it  in  this  reapect 
Tliis  course  did  not  acr^«  the  iutere«t«  of  ttie  Catholic 
clergy,  aud  »»  they  consider  theinsclves  identical  with  the 
church,  il  Is  their  uniLlUirahle  ])riuciple  to  make  whntuver 
tbeir  Interests  demand  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  chnroh. 
As  soon  as  they  felt  themselves  strong  Bnoiigh  for  it,  and 
when,  with  the  growth  of  tlie  church,  tho  property  of  the 
cliorch  likewise  so  grew  that  the  ijueation  becfime  one  of 
the  moat  extreme  importance  to  tkeir  prestige,  they  began 
to  labor  to  have  tlic  direct  and  exclnsive  control  of  church 
property  confided  to  tliemeelves.  At  first,  they  ouly  men- 
tioned Uieir  wishes,  but  these  wishes  of  theirs  u-ere  soon 
clothed  ill  forms  which  gave  them  the  appearance  of  men- 
acing commands.  A  declaration  of  the  hi^liops  a'^RCiubled 
in  Ilaltimure,  on  ttie  1st  of  October,  182!),  expri-dsed  the 
desire  tliat,  in  the  fntnre,  no  church  might  he  huiltor  con- 
secrated, unless  It  vas  uselgued  by  a  written  inatrument 


iFultoe  Myi  that  Id  lb*  sprlD;  of  1853.  llie  Catholics  "la  secret  eon- 
rlare  Rt  Bnltitnure,"  lisal  r«solv»(l  to  iiiBk«  an  attack  In  lli«  «titli^ 
Uiiioo  oD  ibe  sytiem  of  public  scbools.  bm  tbm  U  ■occMdcd  only  In 
Calirornia  Id  «bat  this  sttsclt  coDslsiod  aad  bow  il  wu  »x«calsd,b« 
dow  not  aajr.    lb.,  p.  S38. 
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tbe  bi 


and  this  demand 


it  accompanied  by  » 
severe  deiiLtK-ixtion  of  tliR  legal  tmstee^;.*  This 
declaration  was  n]>proved  on  the  lAth  of  October; 
1830,  hy  Grev^orj  XVI.,  but  tlie  mngregatiuns  did  not 
intend  to  allow  tlieir  legnl  rights  to  Im  dwireed  awiiy  with- 
out any  more  ado  by  the  biishopti.  Tlio  provincial  council 
held  in  Baiiimoi-e,  in  ISiO,  went  a  );i-C!it  step  beyond  tlie 
deelanttion  of  1830.  The  fourth  article  of  the  decree 
]>aMed  by  it,  curtly  provided  that  all  church  property 
acciuirud  by  donations  or  offerings,  unless  conreyed  by 
writing  to  an  order  of  monks  or  congregation  of  pricstB, 
should  bL-hnig  to  the  bishop  of  the  liiorese.' 

The  Cuthulic   bishops  of  the   United   States  therefore, 

assumed,  wilbuiit  any  previous  coiAultation  with  tlio  etato 

j-sntborities,  the  right  to  nn]tity  a  constitutional  law  of  the 

etate  of  New  Turk,  and  to  piisti  another  law  in  it«  ptac'. 

The  state,  however,  saw  no  uucasiuu  to  op[)ose  tliein  in  any 

ay.     Some  of  the  coiigregntioiis,  on  the  other  barn!,  did 

[not  allow  this  IhjUI   wrong  to  be  pJi-^od  over  in  silence. 

yihe  congregation  of  the  church  of  Saint  1-ouis  in  Bnllalo 

specially  met  it  with  the  most  energetic  reeiatance.     Bnt- 

h6  bishop  wa6  firm.     Wiien   he  became  conrincefl  that 

^the  congregation  was  fully  in  earnest,  in  its  resistauce,  be 

^K    > "  Wliereu  Iny  iruMnn  liavn  rr^iiupiilty  ahiiMd  tbe  rijtlil  graoied 

^■lo  Ibom  1>7  the  cirtl  niilhorit;.-,  lo  the  gr<>nl  Ortrimenl  ot  rpIigioD  anil 

^■tcantliil  of  lh«  riitbfkil,  w«  idiihI  i>unvat]y  dvalrc  tlinl  in  fulure  no 

^^cborcli  b»  erected  or  coDB^craied  iinlem  il  tie  aasignMl  br  a  wriltcii 

loMrum^tit  lo  tbe  blihop  In  «ho»«  dloc«ae  It  U  10  b«  ercoted  Tor  lb« 

dirtpfl  wtii^sblp  and  uao  of  tb«  fnithfnt,  wbinittrer  this  ess  tw  duoc." 

lb,,  p.  -m. 

■ "  Tb«  fatli<>r«  ortUin  ihst  nil  churchM,  lud  nil  other  «ce1nttainicsl 

tirti|>ctiy,  irtikb  bsvc  Wen  ncguired  by  iloiiailunaor  ibe  ofTeriu^TH  uf 

lllMi  Tallhrul,  for  rvligloiUDr  ctaariiable  uaP.  belnog  to  lbi»  bioboiiur  thn 

IdlMCVw.  unlcM*  it  abatl   be  aiadn  to  appear  and  to  bo  conflmiAd  by 

[wrltlaga,  ibat  U  was  graotei)  to  torar  religious  order  Af  moolcB,  or  to 

I  coB(tr*gation  of  prletis  foi  tlioir  uae."    I.  & 
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ilid  not  ooD8>der  it  expedient  to  hold  nnconditiuoollj  to 
rhe  decree  or  the  provincial  conndl,  bat  all  he  wuold  igrea' 
to  vu  to  iea.ve  the  oborcfa  pro)>ertj  in  the  care  of  troBtOMt 
provided  they  mre  nuued  b^  bimBelf.     The  cuo^rc^tioa 
repelled  this  pretetifeion  ako.     The  Doiitrownj  grew  mote 
MTiii  more  bitter,  anil  wa«  fin&llr  bronghl  befoTc  the  popei 
\e\in  ooufided   the    setclenu'iit   of  the  affair   to  CnrdiM)'' 
I>ediiii,  the   nuncio  destined  for  Brsiil,  at,  oo  account  of 
tlie  principle  tnTolved,  it  was  of  bnflident  iniportanea  tO'] 
mRk«  it  appear    expedient    to    eniplov  so   extnu^nlinnrj 
an  agency  lor  the   preservation   of  the  interest  of  the 
hienuvhy. 

A  paiMd  unncio.ereD  if  he  caioe  in  do  official  character. 
vaa  Loo  tnrpHiiiin":  a  pheoomenoQ,  in  the  United  St 
for  the  Runiaii  clinreh  to  take  a  step  of  that  kiud,  withont 
tirflt  assuring  iteetf.  what  attitnde  the  federal  government 
woold  asflsnae  towards  soeh  a  visitor.  "Hie  Amcricaa 
charge  d*  affaires,  in  replj  to  the  papAl  eecreTarr  of  state, 
answered  that  Bedini  vould  be  veloome  and  voald  be 
treated  vith  the  distinction  bocoming  hit  nnk.  There- 
upon. Bedioi  came  at  the  end  of  1S53,  brvoj^tto  thepresi- 
(lent  an  aatojtraph  letter  of  the  pop*,  and  vnn  reeeired 
{b  the  kindeet  manner.  There  waa  a  pecoltar  horaor  in 
the  l^ct,  thai  the  federal  government  ptaecd  a  Citi,cd 
Statw  ship  at  tlw  disposal  of  the  Bomaa  pnlaie,  who  had 
come  ov1^r  to  the  country  to  fiit  in  joilgrnent  in  a  conflict 
hetweem  epiK«kf<al  a»*umptioo  and  a  Uw  of  the  state  of 
Xev  York— «iid  vbvt  a»  was  to  h«  expected,  decided  in 
tiiTor  uf  ike  bksbop— to  travd  the  grreat  lakn,  a  jonmey 
which  hcw.'of  eout««.  desired  to  make  onlj  for  his  own  per- 
t<inal  |tIcMni«  aad  infonoatioa.  To  haw  coBsidered  btni 
tu  a  prtvaxe  pcnon,  simpir  bccaiue  he  bore  no  diploitiatie 
chanctBT,  in  the  United  States  woold  bare  been  alu^thei 
loo  ingoiBoaa.     'Sot  ootj  as  n^anla  the  Ba&lo  4|UeatioOf 
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Imt  everywhere  and  in  rcipccl  to  all  clmrcli  que«t)on^  he 
WH6  the  nctuftl  representative  of  the  pope.  Kot  only  diil 
he  bimK-ir  nerer  and  nowhere  for^t  thie,  but  the  people 
<!id  not  ignore  it  And  besides,  the  people  recalled  the 
part  he  had  played.  M'ter  the  suppression  of  the  revolution 
in  Buhigna,  and  exprosscd  their  judgment  on  it  when  they 
simply  fitvled  liim  Ugo  Bni^t^i'^  cxeciilioner.  The  deinon- 
Gtrati\'u  kindneiis  nf  the  fodrmi  government  provoked 
counter- rlemonstrationfi.  In  Cincinnati,  Italtimore  and 
New  V'ork,  tQmultTiouB  scenes  were  enacted,  in  which  the 
Protestant  p<>pu!»ce  manilcsted  their  feeling  in  eo.  forcible 
n  manner  that  hie  dcpwtiire  from  the  United  States  conid 
not  seem  hnrtl  to  the  prelate.  He  was  enough  of  tlie  man 
of  tlie  World  too  in  hie  intercourse  with  oiHcial  AniericA 
to  paiw  lightly  over  these  hatelnl  proct-edingH,  and  this 
WBH  appropriately  recnj^nizud,  wIiph  men  like  Ct»n  bitterly 
ctimplaincd  in  congress,  that  Americans  oonld  furgct  them> 
selves  HO  far.t 

TliB  nnncio  had  been  ebown  to  the  door  of  the  oonnlry, 
liy  the  popniace,  in  the  roughest  maniier,  hut.  nothitig  bad 
been  aceoinplinbcd  in  respect  to  the  mo^t  nrgent  and  moat 
important  <]nes^tion.  Tlie  iTisiilts  which  the  repreeentati^-e 
of  the  Holy  Father  hnd  been  obliged  tosiibniit  to  were  very 
far  from  terrifying  tbe  clergy,  and  moving  them  to  gentler 
action  inlhe  controversy  on  the  adniini^itrnlion  of  C(-t;lesias- 
lical  propi-rty.  The  trii&tces  of  the  church  of  Saint  Lmiis, 
despite  tlio  decree  of  the  nuncio,  continncd  to  mnintntn 
llieir  legal  jwsition.  Tlie  poasibility  of  an' amicable  nettle* 
mcnl  of  ihc  cimlmveniy  bad  di»appcHri>d  and  in  accoitlnnce 
with  a  decree  of  the  provincial  council  of  Baltimore,  of 
>  tlie  cburuh  hurled 
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1 8^  on  Bcdlnr*  riMl  to  tbe  United  Stat««.  Congr.  Qlnbe.  Itt  Sesa., 
.CuBsT-.  pp.  1"2.  ITS 
'Whereu  lli«lblaga  given  (o  God  Dv  tlM  uae  or  divine  wonblp 
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the  Tvfractory.  Tlie  latter  Wwever  did  not  keep  humtilj 
quiet  under  ttieir  aeututice,  bat  in  a  peUtioD  to  the  Ivgft* 
lature  compiniiiod  tlmt  the  peualty  of  exvonimnniniiion 
liad  beeu  pruuounMid  upon  tliom  bucHUSO  of  tlieir  fidelity 
10  tlie  Idws.  I  The  Icgisititiire  eonld  not  iiide  from  itwlf 
tb«  imporiauce  of  the  question,  and  tbi»  all  (lie  more,  u 
the  cliurch  of  Saint  Louie,  in  BnSalo,  wm  by  no  nionne 
alone  in  the  oppuaitina  to  tbe  prctciisionft  of  tlic  clergr,* 
imd  tiotidcii  thcdiurcli  property  nlrcady  dircutly  uiidortlKi 
coDtrol  of  the  arcbbidliop  of  ^^cw  York  had  n»cfa«d  an 


And  worlcB  nfcbuirj  eemo  tind«r  ennirol  of  lh«  cbnrch.  wbOM  dntf  ll 
Islo  wc  that  llie  itinne  will  iif  tba  donnni  be  rAlthl>lll]r  CK^cuipd:  nd 
wli«r«M  lb«  wcred  raoitni  hav«  nfl^n  cleren<)e«l  Ibein  Rgaiuil  titn  utur- 
|>nlinaa  of  layiDfto,  w«  atricily  Tarliid  tiny  inU-rli>r«ii««  oriayni»u  in  llin 
adraiiMtratlon  of  tlinw  ibin;*.  vrllliaut  tli«  friw  consent  nrUic  hiklinpa. 
Hfovp.  not  ntlled  to  iliU  liy  tlip  liUhn|i,  ihny  aump  thvm,  ronvert  ibem 
to  Oieir  uwn  unc,  or  wlistBopivr  luauucr  lliey  may  hv.  frustrate  or  df IVfttid 
Ui6  will  of  tha  doDon.  or  if  Uity  by  to  wri.-«t  out  t>(  (lie  Msfaup'ti  huid* 
Iho  Ibtn^  (ommlitivl  in  bin  iriiBt  and  cari«,  ovnn  by  ihi  idmiiu  a(  lli* 
Uwa,  w»  ilefla«  and  declare  Ihitl  ilioy  full  ipMo/aett,  UDdex  tbe  puBiali- 
mcDl  inltk-iHl  bj  tlt»  Faihera  iii  tb«  CoudcU  orTroni  mi  ihr-  iutur)mrt 
or««rli^>i»Mical  property."  CoDgT-  Globe,  Ut  S^-s.,  Stili  Coiijjr .  App., 
p.  ftGS, 

We  T«Bd  Ib  th«  pMliloQ!  "For  no  bigber  nfTeocc  ibui  klmplf 
rcHulng  tbe  Truit  l^w  of  uur  ktHtr,  wc  htv«  been  cnbjwtffd  to  tha 
mberles  M  excommualciilon.  mid  bnve  bad  oor  names  lield  Dp  lo 
tDr«my  and  fAptuadi.  Vtn  tbU  c«tub,  loo,  h>T»  Ihn  onilrn  coiigregik 
lion  been  placed  uod ex  Ino.  Ti>Durmeiiib«ralheli<>ly  rllM<n'1)aptlinn 
KDd  burial  bate  lieeo  denied.  Tbe  inwriagc  sacrament  !•  reftMeO. 
Tb«  priest  in  refns^d  lo  minister  at  oar  allara.  In  sicknev,  niid  at  Iba 
b«>iiT  (rf  death,  Ibw  boly  cooaolslloDS  of  relljiloa  axe  witblield.     ,    .    . 

"We  yield  tonnoe  In  allMbmeol  to  oui  religion,  and  cbeorl^lly 
rooder  to  ibe  bUhop  thai  obedience  in  npiriiuitl  mailer*,  wIi'k^Ii  ih« 
Jii-I  iiiierprelalloo  nrnur  l^llh  may  require;  but  In  rwper.l  to  ilie  tem. 
|H>ra)iiiiH(>f  oarchurnli.  vo  claim  tbo  riebt  ofolMyin^  tbe  Inwixirihs 
»l»le,  wbow  proleclloo  w«  enjoy."  Fullos,  Tbe  OallMtk  of  Fr«cdoa, 
p.  4&A- 

■  J.  D.  Piiinsm  «id  In  It^M,  In  tfae  seaate  In  Hev  Yorli ;  >'  Xot  ta 
till  cbnrcb  of  Bulfajo,  ab>ue,  it  fooad  lbi%  »plril  of  ptoleit  aftslii«t  tbe 
abaolnle  claiiun  of  ibc  clcxfy.    Tbocburcbof  Su  Peiei'a,  or  ItocbeMer, 
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enormong  nmonnLt  The  clergy  had  iigain,  as  in  the 
scht>nl  qnpgtion,  ovcrstniinwl  tlui  bow.  In  Jantiarv,  1855, 
J.  D.  Putnam  intruduccd  a  bill  into  the  senate  wliidi  not 
only  retained  the  most  material  provieion  of  the  law  of 
17S8,"  hot  which  opposed  the  episcopal  clainiB  \<j  a  snp- 
pleiikentar,v  clause  of  great  importance.'  The  bill  became 
a  law  and  the  hierarchical  aeanniptions  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  wore  again  happily  defeated.  The  biehops  however, 
did  not  on  that  account  despair  of  their  final  vietury.  but 
from  this  rxperience  only  drew  the  conclusion,  that  tliey 
hnd  not  gone  to  work  in  the  right  way.  And  tliiM  view  of 
the  situation  of  the  mntter  proved  entirely  well  founded. 
Eight  vears  rLfterwnnk,  the  Btrugtfle  over  the  adinin- 
ittratiuD    of    church    property,    begun     thirty- four   years 

i«  is  tb«  *mme  ^ontroversr;  ud  io  other  congr«g«tioos.  I  nndcnland, 
in  tk«  cIiIm  oC  Troy  kod  New  Yurk.  in  <'iiH-iniiiiii.  In  l^miitilln,  to 
Detrutl.  In-Jpe'l  !vl1  over  the  couulry,  eilhei'  coveriiy,  or  openly,  ai*  to 
bafuuitil  in  tliaCaibuliciuiiiil,  ttio  wurkinga  urUi«  ropublicoo  j«aven." 
lb.,  p.  2«2. 

)  Senutr  Bnmk*  of  Now  Ynrk-  cUimnd  that  it  amrvant^d  lo  (S.VODO,- 
000,  AtrbblHli<i|)  Hii£h«s  iledared  lbi»  lii  1h>  a  gm^  esaup-ratinn,  )inl 
BrtttMn  priMluiwI  t*("<>f  oflbe  pcirnictiieu  uf  bisnileiptiun  rnum  titllciai 
dvcnroeDta.     0>aKr  G)«b«,  )<><  Seas.,  SItli  C'^Dxr,  App.,  p,  VOt<. 

*  PDinain  btmvclf  Mid  or  \bc  btll:  "The  bill  iDlnxlucml  Kvka  UdU 
fnrmliy  In  the  t»nur*  qJ  clinrpli  property.  .  .  .  It  almply  pnividfn 
Tor  the  vcsL'mi;  vritii;  tillv  uriauJtdedicaUd  tor«ligi«u»  uses,  lu  IriUIMa 
of  the  COD  u:r  I- Julian  eiijofiiig  tli«  xamtt,  in  BicrtMnlaiii^e  with  a  law  mid 
p»li«y  of  tlie  tUit4)  wliirii  arn  aliniMl  en  flXiGlrnl  with  itn  )ni:nr])(>riilioB 
lain  (lio  Federal  L'aiou."  Fitliou,  1.  c,  p.  i'i. — "  The  gnu  trtid  tu  b« 
Biiuin<-it  by  iblabill  U  to  direst  ih4>  clergy  of  the  power  of  control  over 
cbiireb  tnmpnrDlJlles."    lb,  p.  t!^ 

*"Thut  bill  Miniply  rvilcratos  (lie  ancieal  law  of  178i.  ivllli  ibe 
addition  tbal  iui<r  bislinp  hoktbig  prupetly  <if  a  i»)ti){regatic)H.  nnil  not 
liaving  prior  to  bl>  doath,  placed  it  in  (li«  bands  of  tru»t««B.  Uiat 
property  pOHcs,  al  lib  deatb,  ftum  bin  cHUlf  anil  In-iomea  llii-  pnipf  nj 
nf  llti!  kliLlii.  In  \3*  lii>M  ill  triui  for  tbe  r"ii^(>gali<>n,  nnd  ratitmed  to 
IhriH  tliu  inoiiiotil  lb»y«bouId  elect  ininteca  in  cuuturuiity  wUb  tbo 
lawa."    OougT.  Illobe.  loi  &•.»*..  SUh  Coojp-.  App..  p.  U08. 
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before,    ended,    in    Uie    moia,    in    a    triumph    of    tfae 

The  J^reeman'g  ifoumalt  the  oi^aii  of  arcbbisbop 
Hiiglieg,  already  repeatedly  mentioned,  liad  oiice.  in  the 
years  of  the  struggle,  called  uttcntioti  to  tt>e  ftict,  thaC  the 
time  woald  come  when  the  ]K)liticiaofi  would  make  an  oSkx 
for  the  trish  vote  which  was  duiljr  iticresiiing  in  importance. 
and,  at  the  same  time,  annoanced  with  self-conBcioiia  liold- 
ne«s,  that  then  tliere  wuiild  be  no  hesitation  to  name  the 
price  for  which  it  could  bo  bought.'  Perhaps  the  Cath- 
olic clergy  ovoreslimated  their  influence  aiid  power  when 
tiiey  looked  upon  the  Irish  vote  a«  a  commirdity  which 
was  entii'cly  at  their  diepoial.  If  tlioy  ventured  to  make 
the  trial,  it  might  become  evident  that  cv-en  the  Irish  bad 
not  been  willing  or  able  fnlly  to  escape  the  effccla  of  tlie 
republican  learen.  iJut  declarations  of  thie  kind  eliuwi-d 
to  what  extremes,  at  least  a  part  of  the  Catholic  clergj' 
thought  they  could  pt,  and  tf  one  oonld  helteve  their  own 
woixis,  were  willing,  under  certain  circnm stances,  to  gf>. 
And  whun  it  wan  called  to  mind  what  jtowcr  the  cliampionH 
of  the  hierarchical  cause  had  been  able  tosummon  together, 
in  previons  strtiggleB,  and  what  snccesa  they  had  already 
achieved,  it  certainly  conld  not  be  denied  that  there  was 
reaaOQ  enough  fur  jn^iple  to  keep  tlieir  eyes  wide  upeu. 

Spite  of  the  immense  prepouderimoe  of  non-CatholJca, 
iCwnii  fully  justifiable  to  sound  an  alarm  through  the  land, 


>  Oil  tho  law  of  1M:1.  m)«  T>)«r.  Aiaericaii  Eeeloaiaulcal  Law,  pp. 
77-t!0.  und  estwcially  p   1 1 1 ,  §  £43. 

•  *■  Veiir  by  yvw,  tht  Iriali  are  becutning  more  powvrrul  In  Amnlca. 
Al  IPHRtli  Uie  pr»|iUioiw  uioiuwii  will  come— «oiini  aecid^miil,  »u<kloa 
ci>IIUt-<a,  luiJ  ■prmiiI(>iiliu1c«m|H*)),ii  tXtne  t\  baiid.  Wtj  trill  Uipn 
UM  Ibe  wy  ]tn>l)lsiii.y  of  uur  poUlliMBiin  fiir  our  i>ui|«i*«!i  1\wy  wfll 
wantUi  buy  tbv  Irlub  rote.Biid  ws  will  tell  Uil<di  for  buw  tniKk  ilin- 
cau  buy  >i  iB  tt  luni{i  [rum  llaiaa  lo  C^irorala."  Coogr.  OloUi  1st 
geai, .  iMib  Googr..  App ,  p-  900. 
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but  ft  hj  no  mcAiis  followed  from  this,  Uiat  the  antt>Cath- 
oHc  prograiiiine  of  th«  Kiiuw  Nothings  was  to  be  approved, 
Tlie  l>eiiiocnitic  i-xectitive  coratniltoe  of  Virfjiiiiu  riglitlj 
B&id  that  vvc-i)  the  mom  powerful  than  heroic  retiiody.  would 
not  be  able  to  prolcci  ProteElaiiti^iii,  if  ic  wn«  not  able, 
witli  sach  a  preponderance,  to  insure  its  safety,  in  some 
other  iraj.i  And  the  ineaos  with  which  tlicKiiow  Xotliings 
ftoagh..  to  incct  the  real  or  supposed  diiugerB  not  only 
proved  incftcetufll,  but,  from  every  point  of  view,  they 
were  to  be  iiiicoiiditioimlly  condemued.  Tlie  coiifetitu* 
tfon  of  tbo  tJnitod  States  furbnde  eoiigi-e^s  to  prohibit  tho 
fiei-  exercise  of  a  religion,"  and  further  expressly  provided 
that  the  capacity  to  fill  a  federal  office  sliould  mtt  he 
made  to  depend  on  the  professiou  of  any  religious  creed.* 
When  the  Know  Nothings  wi«1ied  toexclude  the  Catliolica 
from  atl  public  ulEcei*.  th^y  unijue.'itionably  sinned  a^iiiiist 
the  spirit  o(  the  constitution,  for  even  if  the  legal  &cupe 
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'  "Fur  i^rry  Ronuo  Calhollc  priest  fn  ihe  Uolletl  flwWt,  ihcro  are 
•Otne  39  PruU'ftlHDl  pr&m.'bers :  for  every  Catlinlic  nltJir,  itr^n-  Hie  :)0 
Fralnlunt  puipili.  Sci»rg«ly  onv-tw <M>titilU  purl  of  lliu  pv|)uluti»R  of 
U)«  linlnn  )i  iiltiich<^<1  tu  llic  Itomim  Culbolic  religinn.  It  froEeLiiant- 
Ima  in  not  uvfo  wtllt  tUt'a^  lioAvy  oddi  in  li«  Invor.  Ita  a*c«ii'liiri>-y  will 
nol  Ire  iDftiaUiaed  hy  pcrwcali'.'Di  uid  cKil  diubiliiioa  iuiifin^il  upun 
in  op|*oa«iiU."  Cli«d  by  tiaiiitileuin.  A  Uljtiury  of  (be  I'oliiical  Cam- 
paign in  Virpnia.  p.  IM. 

*Tbp  Anil  ttriii-iidin<:nl  read:  ''CunyrraH  »hul1  makn  no  Inw  rpspeci* 
tng  an  estabUdinent  of  religion,  or  protaibjiiag  th«  fnv  eiervlw 

■  -■  No  r«1!gtooB  te6l  «1iall  eT«T  be  roquir«d  u  a  qunllflcatlaii  to  tay 
officfl  or  public  iruKt  umlor  Dm  UnilrJ  Slatw"  Art.  VI.,  Cliiuw  3. 
Ttirre  i»  n»  doubt  tbat  Ibw  e>ii're**ion  "religious  t«et*'  xlivqld  b« 
anilemuxKl  u  a  u^'Unicil  trrm  ntiil  ih  \h%  wonwoTibti  £nxti<li  trat  acL 
Uui  t(  lsjii:t  Hi  nmluubled  (hut  the  |)n>rJaioD  htul  a  higlier  bd<!  luoro 
gcDtrra)  aim,  uuuii'ly,  to  cut  off  turvvtr  every  pivlvpic  of  iiny  altiince 
bct«e'-n  cburL-li  and  stai^.  la  Lbe  DHtliiast  govemni«>at.  Cotmuenlarln. 
(]-,  SU'J  1^  IfUl).  Oa  ibo  iit(itud«  of  ilie  Individual  Mat**  and  cuIohJm 
nn  ili[n<|nc!tloD,  sea  Kcm'a  Commentaries,  Lecture,  XXIV.,  Vol.  L, 
pp.  633-QW  Of  Ib«  edition  of  1KI7. 
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of  tlioM  provisions  was  only  a  limited  oue,  ihey  nevertlieleui 
evidently  had  sprung  from  the  coDvictlan  that  ptWicioal 
mid  e«clegi(ietiou-vL-ligioUB  affairs  had  to  be  kc*})!  entirely 
sopanite.  Taken  in  tlic  broader  sense,  tbo  two  trlaiietie  of 
the  coiistitntion  vere  in  perfect  Iknrniony  u'ith  actual  cir- 
cumstances and  gave  the  mo«t  correct  expression  to  the 
spirit  of  the  peo])le.  Hence  the  Know  !»i'othing8  not  ouijr 
einnvd  against  tbe  spirit  of  the  constitution,  hnt  in  equal 
measure  ugaiust  tbe  spirit  of  tbe  pcojile  liktiwiAO,  and 
tbe/  he&ides  tratnjiled  the  dr^l  deiuunda  of  justice  onder 
foot.  Becauiie  the  curia  and  the  clergy,  with  the  nsiieni 
and  support,  of  a  part  of  the  Catholics,  piinsued  cerUiiii 
aims  the  rcniizntion  of  which  was  not  to  be  sutfcrud,  the 
Knuw  Notliing^  were  not  morally  justified  in  disfranuhis< 
iug  all  CKtliolics,  in  a  vorj'  important  respect.  Tbis  was 
sneli  a  crying  and  obvioiih  injuHtioo  that  the  Know  Xoth- 
ingg  snbsetfuently  entli^avon>d  to  !>hictd  theinsclvcw,  by 
sayinjr  that  they  intended  to  profcrilM!  tlio  '*  Roman" 
Catholics,  tliut  Is  CnthulicK  wit)i  Ultramontauie  t«udvncic«. 
Tfaoir  conatitutions  and  secret  articles,  however,  kiiev 
nothing  uf  tlds  dietinction,  anil  with  g^ioi  reaiton,  for, 
since  u  part  of  the  CiitUijIi<!d  woe  not  urgaoizt-d  as  au 
Ulttnmonlane  party,  it  would  have  liret  to  he  Asc«rtained, 
in  every  ihinlttful  <■«-•«;,  whirtlier  a  pirrson  was  only  »  faith- 
ful Catholic  or  an  (Jltrnmontanc  nnd  in  thin  way.  one  half 
of  tbe  foundation  on  which  the  party  wa^  to  l>e  organized 
would  have  been  hryken  into  niimlnTlfse  fragments^ 
entirely  uiieless  for  iht;  Sntviided  ohjecL  A  viiible  |>o11l- 
ical  party  can  bu  formed  only  on  a  positive  luisis.  This 
the  Know  Nothings  did  not  hare,  as  thoy  only  wished  to 
avert  wrtnin  liit-mrehicnhtTUmmontiLno  tendenciea,  and 
they  s/>ugbt  to  liud  a  siib»titnLe  for  such  n  poi^JUve  bantis, 
by  making  for  tliemsolves  n  tangible  opi>oncnt,  by  onwar- 
raiited  general izatiou,  inasmuch  as  in  th«  laco  of  the  fiwla, 


DAHOKtta   or    KHOW-KOTItlNOIBM. 


X05 


■y  troiited  Ciitliolii-ism  and  ITItrniiKintnniftiii  as  Idmitical. 

This  tlii-y  iiti(luutte«lly  (liJ,  Bpite  of  all  th»ir  pmUwte,  for 

]Uius  aloae  cuutd    llicy  jufttifj     their    pnrty  principle,  to 

cast    tlicir    vute«  only  for  Pixjteittunt  cariiMdates.     Their 

Rppcal  to  their  undoubted  riglit  to  vote  for  wlioin  tliej 

'wished,  avftilcd  them  nothing.     The  limitatinn  oit  princi- 

[ple  of  the  candidates  whom  they  would  etipport  to  mem- 

'Iwn    of    the    Pi'utirc^tmit    cliiircliKS    wiis    prncticiiltj'    the 

iDOlitical  prodcriptiun  of  ollit;r  rcligitnit.  ci\^t-(t»,  »ii<i  the 

ligiuus  "test"  exprvsiilj'  prohihit<.-d  by  tlie  constitiition 

iraK  thufi  soing^led  into  the   pulitical    l!t«   of  the  Union. 

But  il'  the  priiiL'ipIe  were  violated  iti  one  place,  it  coiitd 

not  but  be  viohiled  at  other  puint*.   Il'  the  PnttwfilanU  could 

pi-oecribeCatUolic«,why  iiotCHtholics  Prute^taiitd t   And  if 

the  Protei.tiiiitBbcgau  by  prtwcribin-,'  CHtlioUc's.  niiyhl  they 

nut  icxiti  feel  temptod  to  put  tlie  Jewfi  and  frei--tbinkers 

[in  the  Rftme  category  with  tliemJ     And  who  was  there  to 

,  guarantee  that  the  rarione  Protestant  churches  would  not 

turn  aguiuel  one  ai^ptlicr,  &£  llivy  had  in  previous  centurieidl 

If  HCci<lontjJ   circuiiititanccs  favored  it,  the  world   migliC 

[yet  ficc  even  in  the  country  in  wliieh  tlio    ee|Mtration  of 

'rhnreh  and  »lnlK  luid  bwu  carried    furlhcr  than  in  any 

futliiT  and  iu  which  ahsulute  religiouo  liberty  legally  priv 

[vailed,  religiooa  belief  become  the  basis  u(  party  stnigglc*, 

ilontrreater  extent  than  iu  European  6latt-»,  [leniiciou^iy 

[l>iitiiid  to  the  past.     Absurd    as   this  may  »eom  at    lir^t 

[glaiKW,  these  were  incontestably  not  only  logical  but  very 

[real  posBibilitica,  for  it  must  be  noted  tluit  it  wag  not 

'individnaU  as  indiviiliialfl  who  dechired  that  ther  would 

vote  only  tor  tlie  Protestants,  but  that  they  pUvlgvd  theni- 

Lietvejt  thereto  to  others.  In  the  most  formal  and  binding 

'  rounner,  and  that  on  such  pledges  a  polilieul  party  was 

> bated. 

Ktiow-Kotliiogifim  wa», therefore, soDiethiog  more  than  a 
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lainaotabloabL-rnitioni  tliercpiililiu  vrm  icnoaely  menaced 
\>y  it,  and  it  violently  aliDuk  oiiti  of  ita  iiiaiD  pillara. 
Trim  ttii  fuuiiilHtiuii  vmo  htiil  deep  eiiuugli  in  the  tboiight 
and  feeling  of  the  people  to  keep  it  from  fulling,  at  tlio 
firat  sliock.  no  matter  liow  great;  but  if  the  more  sober 
elements  of  tUa  people  had  not  rnllied  to  its  support, 
without  dclav.  grave  and  pcrliape  lasting  infnry  oonld  not 
IiiiTc  been  prevented.  Neither  the  magntiiiJe  uor  the 
niitnro  of  the  peril  could  be  riji^litly  jiidgf-d,  when  one 
looked  only  at  the  fttct  that  a  political  party  bad  bMa< 
tbrmed  witb  the  object,  so  far  as  vae  certain  roHgioUG 
body  waa  concerned,  of  throwing  overboard  the  principle 
which,  in  the  political  life  of  the  Union,  rooognizcd  only 
eitizena  and  Jcncw  nothing  of  creeds.  The  manner  in 
which  th«  party  wa«  formed  and  the  means  by  which  it 
sought  to  attain  ite  und  were  ju«t  as  eigniticaut  and  nlinost 
more  object ioiiab It.  The  form  of  ita  pledge*  won»  in 
glaring  cuiiLradietion  willi  the  character  of  the  Ainericaa 
people  and  with  the  epirit  uf  llu;ir  institulious  and  mras  in 
itself  in  the  highest  degree  reprehensible. 

In  a  state  in  which  the  people  rule,  party  life  U  the 
vital  principle  of  all  political  life;  and  hence  U  is  etill 
more  necoi^ary  here  than  uhure  the  state  bus  any  other 
tVirm,  that  parties  should  play  their  several  roles  before  the 
L-yes  of  all.  In  such  a  stato,  one  takes  his  position  with 
the  franlcncAS  of  self-conHvionsness.  makes  no  seerct  of  the 
iNiaaons  that  determine  hiui  to  liiko  it,  gatne  others  over 
to  the  parly  by  those  reasons,  and  goes  vith  it  as  King  as 
he  til  inks  be*t  and  in  wimt  he  approvefl  —  the  rcpnblit-an 
idea  of  tJiP  Btftte  ilemands  tliii*,  and,  on  the  whole,  lliis  ia 
what  actually  happens.  BnC  here,  party  had  di^n4:nited 
into  a  conspiracy.  Trading  in  mystery  was  carrit:d  6«i  fur 
and  6eenj<>y  m  vigorously  t<nfiir<'cd,  that  they  c*mld  not  be 
explained  simply  by  the  wieh  to  win  dull  inind«  and  coarae 
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clianctera  Ity  ench  mihealtliy  cliarms.  A  ]X)litica]  party 
urhici)  wrap!^  itself  np  iit  deep  darkness,  must  have  a  t'eel- 
iiif;,  thai  it  has  to  slian  tho  light,  oven  if  it  bo  not  fnlJy 
coDftcioiiB  of  that  fact.  Tho  members  vote  bound  by 
oatli,  so  fur  as  the  uninitliite<l  were  concerncil,  to  "  knuw 
nothing,"  Only  by  viigiic  and  unguaranteed  reports  ami 
ioferencea  from  what  tliu  party  did,  (.vuld  aiiythiiif;  ht; 
leamod  of  its  prDgrammi;,  until  trvaiion  antl  chancv  brought 
that  pniffniinnit.-  tu  tliu  knowledge  of  the  public  unthentic- 
ally  and  I'lilly.  The  mtimlierB  introdnced  themselves  to 
one  atiuther  by  secret  signs;  at  secret  signs  and  passwords 
adinissiou  was  ubiuinod  tu  tlie  secret  meetings  uf  the  party 
and,  eveu  within  the  party.  orj;;anized  into  ranks  and 
claeecs,  (hig  secrecy  was  continued.  In  a  word,  the  Know 
Hpfothitigs  were  not  a  pnrty,  in  the  traditional  and  only 
Veorr«ot  scnec  of  the  term,  but  a  political  "order,"  and  as  such 
B  th»y  vrere,  indupcndviitiy  of  Uicir  prograiiiine,  a  morbid 
excrescence  on  the  political  body  which  calictl  for  serious 
uttcnticin.     The  Itomanic  countries  of  luirnpr  had  happily 

■  gotten  rid,  altiiOAt  entii^Iy,  ol'  cari<'atiires  of  Kiicrct  iH>cie- 
tics,  in  which  the  progreasire  elementa,  during  the  periud 
of  reaction,  liad  lost  tliemtivlves.  From  repealed  and  sad 
experimenls,  it  had  been  gradnally  Iuarn«<],  that,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  great  political  umvemfuta  can  suc- 
B-oeed,  only  vhen  agitutiun  in  their  lavor  is  carried  on,  in 
broud  daylight,  in  order  to  induce  the  masses  to  join  them, 
and  to  create  a  public  opinion  energetic  and  persistent 
enough  to  support  them.  And  now,  in  the  democratic 
republic  of  tho  United  States  the  two-edged  instrument 
was  U)  be  einployetl  which,  on  ae<.:utnit  of  its  iiiL-tliciency 
lud  duD^iT.  iiud  bceti  caat  aside  in  cuuntries  where  the 

Ipuliticat  aathorilios  endeavored  to  wrest  all  other 
weapons,     oflV-nsive    and    defensive,    from    the     people. 

[Kot  only  was  tliere  no  ground  but  not  even  tlie    shadow 
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of  a  pretext,  for  the  emplorment  of  that  ingtrumont  here, 
because  here  unlimited  fn>edoin  of  apeoch  atid  of  th« 
prcea  n-ae  not  onlj  a  legal  right,  but  the  acttinl  iHieie  of  all 
politiciiJ  life.  Itsii««wttsfiiin)^<t>'cuiitrnrytuiinluru,  and  like 
everything  contrary  to  iistnre,  in  tlie  life  of  nations,  a 
sjrini>lon)  of  disease,  and  the  cause  of  new  morbid  jihuno- 
mena.  Under  tlie  banner  of  the  most  narrow- minded 
intolenincf,  the  Kn<iw  Xolhings  look  the  Held  for  freedom, 
and  emleavun?(l  to  make  the  citizens  of  a  etate  in  which 
the  people  ruled  ahoolntely,  beliere,  tlier  mu^t  meet  in 
the  darkiieiis  of  the  night  und  mask  their  (aces,  %o  that  no 
one  might  Huspect  th{>y  had  switm  lo  enve  the  countnr; 
since,  otliurwiee,  iininigrants  who  had  been  liorn  iind  reiirc-d 
ID  the  anfibcatlng  atmuiiphere  of  oervimde  would  rob 
them  of  the  inheritance  of  their  fnthere,  and  onibitiou* 
lionianistfi  make  slaves  of  th«m  in  their  own  home. 

There  was  eoinething  vcr_v  absurd  in  this  course  of  the 
Know  Nothiugs,  and  one  would  hnve  felt  inclined  to  look 
upon  it  aa  so  much  disgusting  mummery  were  it  not  that 
it  might  have  had  very  serious  ronseqnences.  \Va«  nut 
the  inheritance  of  the  fathers  of  the  republic,  that  is  free* 
dom  and  self-guvernment  .serioiiKly  meniiced,  when  a  large 
part  of  tlie  peuple  could  m>  enthuAtasticHlly  grtntt  tUo«e 
ehallow  and  unheard  of  VHgaries,  that  the  old  pnriies  did 
not,  at11rst,have  theconnigeo{)euljraiidempliHticHlly  toop- 
poeo  thi^m!'    What  was  to  bocomeof  political  niaecalinitj, 


■  Cult*  uys  that  Douglns  told  him:  "Th»  ptirtir etruok  krrorevciy. 
wliere  unnni:  lb«  DrnKicnita.  wiil  tlirtMttcned  U>  ^In  aImoIuio  {mhmm- 
Bioct  o(  lh«  fpTvernmeni.  I  irinl  U)  g«t  Uiq  D«raocT>ts  In  o«iica« 
lodroouncc  it,  iHit  tbrj  roruH-il.  Kitd  w^rl^  nlreid-  G«ii«nl  Can  Mkt 
to  niM  lliKl  I  bad  eoougb  to  ooalead  wHti.  nod  coatd  not  fttry  oo  njr 
slinntdpn  llit>  new  olfineiiL  I  wu  th«  flnt  IViikktiiI  io  niAko  % 
».\icfch  ajraissl  it'  1  did  bo  «t  I ndciwodence  Ukll.  Pbduddiilil*."  A 
lirier  u-(>3iiM>  upon  coatitiliiiluoal  and  |Muiy  qumtluDS  ■  .  .  m  I 
received  11  orally  ftvD    .  .    .    lit- A.  [>oagl»,  p.  lil. 


idcpcndcnt  politicnl  thuiight,  judgment  and  action,  among 
tbe  inn»i»eB  n{  tlic  pwiplc,  if  tlic/  allowed  tlieiiiftclves  to 
Krow  aocnatomcd  to  fight  out  tliuir  politicitl  bHttleg,  in 
uiis  iiiirejiubltLiiu  ftiid  uiiiiianly  manner?  It  was  prceiim- 
ably  not  at  first  the  iolcutioa  of  tlie  originatora  and 
organizer*  of  the  movement,  that  the  great  body  of  the 
metnWr«  of  tlie  partj  should  be  rediiceil  to  a  mere  herd 
of  voters  to  an  extent  to  wliicU  adopted  citizens  of  Irish  ' 
birth  had  never  been;  but,  if  not  their  intention,  it  was 
Big  inevitable  con^eqiioiice  of  the  modus  opcrnndi  adopted 
oy  them.     Thia  soon    became  eo    plain    Umt    the  leade™ 

)Dld  not  rcsiat  the   temptation  by  which  they  were 
eailed  becau^  of  it.    It  was,  indeed,  a  mere  fancy  for 

topliL-na  to  claim  that  employens  httd  obtained  control  of 

be  movement  started    by  workinj^rnen  in  order  to  obtain 
etnployeeti  who  Lad  no  political   rights,'    bnt  the  mass  of 

It  Ho  Hfi  Id  liti  lc1t«r  to  Judge  TbomKi  W.  Thdinas,  on  lbs  labjMt 
"Kiifn^-Nolhiii^iim,"  Mft}- (I,  ll^.i.'S:     "It  U  trim   '  Know-NotiiiBg- 
tnn'  <li(l  Roi  orlKiriHte.  u  I  uiidentiand  lu  origin,  wiib  ihecluaT 
allndp  l(>.     Ii  c»iiimi<iic«d  wilh  llie  lalxirers  untl  uicn  ilvpcnilptit  upon 
copital  Tor  work  bxu)  eniitlu;tu«oL     It  »\muig  from  Uie  nuUi};viilBni  vf 
sir  inltMvau  to  foroi;:uirre  M«kiD£   like  «in[il<)ymi-i>lN,  who  were 
JarltitldiDg  iham  la  tbe  amount  of  wageo.     (The  sources  at  my 
lOiond  tlo  not  Mbovt  wticUicr,  of  to  what  cxtGot,  this  alU-iriilioo  k 
>11  Tonnited.  but  It  miut  be  aduilited  tbtit  ibli  caiiM  cnuiiibiiicid  a 
(daal  1A  lb«  TKpld  prmrlh  of  Iho  pitrljr,)     Ktil  ntoaojr  cnpiUlIsU 
:  Beellon,  the  tu«n  vlio  hold  itio  limd  ami  inutit^rty  iu  itieir  own 
ids.  "i^bini:  liMli*|H>DM>  with  UlKiiertt  and  emtilDfMw,  iiliim«  vutes 
I  tlw  ik'IIb  Hr«vqual  to  tlioiruwii,  ftoievd  ujvrn  llii>  suvr  way  vl  vSccU 
bg  thsir  old.  loog-ctiorifilicd  dc»lre — uod   ihc   mom  esgoity  as  Ihe; 
■w  that  many  nC  tbe  very  mpn  wboiu  ihoy  liavA  evar  dreaded  as  iL* 
iuflUporabl*  olMticI*  between  tbem  and  Ibeir  pm|>nfic  had  bt-oouie  the 
^prilling.  iboUKb    uocooKlaai    SiiMruiuenls  of  cnrryloK  thai  purpiiM 
^■tt,  whteli,  rriiin  ih»  bpginniag,  wm  a  detir^  lu  hav*  a  vuiingless 
H|(i|)ilUtinD  to  do  ilieir  work,  aud  perfvnn  all  Ibe  labor,  both  In  citj-, 
^fewa  and  cnuntrj',  wbkb  cipiial    may  requlTe.     And  us  cvilalDly  aa 
^aeba  lav  (rpqalring  a  reildfOM'  of  21  yenra  before  nntuiJittKaDan) 
jliaU  b)  pUMod,  >o  br  rron  ill  cbccUlng   ImmlgtatloB,  llian  will  ba 
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the  Know  Nutlilogs  ran  the  risk  of  being  achmllj  div 
IHncbiecd  poetically,  sinoe  they  allowed  themselves,  i 
the  eak«  of  the  good  cause,  to  be  redncod  to  the  level 
"voting  Cftttlc,"  by  the  liicrnrchical  struetnre  and  the 
of  the  apparatns  of  the  secret  lea;;iie.  Odcou  pereon 
tnkon  the  onth,  he  vraa  no  longer  free,  in  bdv  given  caw,' 
to  do  what  ho  tlioiighl  proper,  but  reoeived  onler*  aad 
was  obligt!d  to  obey  them.  Tlius  wne  the  door  opened  to 
the  leatlere  to  ituiulge  their  niabition  and  to  mieuse  the 
party  in  the  pureiiit  of  their  pci-sonal  ititcrest«.  Perhaps 
the  original  leiuler»  could  boast  of  a  character  so  pare 
and  lirin  that  there  was  no  fear  of  their  selHithlj  using 
their  placus  of  trust,  althongb,  in  the  United  States,  polt- 
ticiana  generally  do  not  lieUmg  to  a  claas  of  people  who 
eertriuely  pmy  to  be  delivered  from  temptation.  Bo  this  as 
it  iniiy,  tlie  saying  that  where  the  carrion  is  there  shall  the 
mitnree  gatlier.  was  eoon  to  be  fnlHIIed  here.  It  was  so 
plain  liow  powerful  a  lever  a  party  organized  ae  a  secret 
society  might  be  tiiude  in  venal  hands,  that  (>ol!tieal  aipir- 
^ts  of  every  kind  wotild  soun  feel  tempted  to  ohtniu  con- 
trol  of  iL  And  even  if,  by  a  miracle,  tt  happened  that 
the  leaders  continued  to  be  animated  by  tlie  purest  motives, 

wliolf  mrgnu*  of  pwoplo  from  olbtr  coimtriM  brought  over,  and  tiler. 
bIIj-  hntiglit  np  is  fbr«i|^  ytorls,  tu  be  broni^ht  «^v«r  tn  AmtricAn  thip* 
to  xippljr  llie  market  Tor  ihfi  IMkt  ilirouiclinut  nil  llio  free  Blares  of 
Ibe  Utilun,  (Tbig  fe«r  um  nol  eDtlrely  dwiUuieof  foundMiuo.)  Tin' 
AfHran  <)Ar«  trade,  If  r«op<>n«<l,  would  not  <>slilblt  ■  wfinc  ii|>«>ftac1« 
In  traidchlnf  In  liamin  flesh.  And  tboee  moat  delude  nit^  •■r  the 
norili  who  aiariod  iliU  \b\nif.  nnd  who  ar«  now  akting  to  sccoinpliiti 
tli«CDd.  may  f1i>d  Ihoy  haw  biit  kiixtlnd  n  fiam«  l<>  i:<m>nm«  tlictu- 
ai>1v«i>.  Tlie  whole  substratum  uF  uortheni  tocUty  will  vunD  be  llUed 
np  wUh  a  clsM  wlio  can  work,  and  who,  though  white,  canoot  toIa. 
Tliln  In  what  Ibe  woulit-lw  lords  of  thai  aectiun  linTo  b«Dn  waatlni 
Tor  n  long  time,  ll  li  a  sclirmo  with  many  of  them  lo  gfi  whit* 
■laTCt  iaatoa*]  ot  bluk  onss."  Cleveland,  Alexaodar  U.  St«pli«ui, 
pp.  -W,  407. 
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te  ytart  assigned  Ihem,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
jtilil  t)ot  but  incline  them  to  exercise  an  iiuthority  wbich 
finr  excoodod  the  liraite  permiesitle  in  a  democrntic  repah< 
lie.  Scarcely  had  the  Know  N'othinftamet  with  their  first 
^^^rcat  HiiccvtiHCS,  than  tlic  secret  Graiul  Coiiticil,  in  New 
'ork.  lifgan  to  lord  it  in  it  manner  which  drew  down  upon 
it  deniinuiatione  from  its  nwn  camp,  a»  vinUint  and  Itittcr 
^_as  if  tlicy  had  prococdud  from  the  angricet  enemy  of  the 
Bvirty.i 

H  'Tli«OrKnd  Coancll  of  New  York  bad.  in  October.  19M.  wllhunt 
^eotuullim;  nllh  ili«  ttiWrillnatft  council*,  tiohiinatod  cutclKlatei  far 
«lai<'  nitic««.  TbesccMidldntra  were ttrfeaied  Id  ilie  flection,  brcaofio 
»  Ui^-  iiumtiiT  of  Know  Noiliing*  IihiI  not  rnind  tot  ilioin.  fur  iba 
KMnn  thdl  lliey  conHi<I(rr^d  ili«  Acli»n  or  lb«  Omod  Cognvil  unwar- 
ratiletl,  ttrxl,  nn  llif  BriHiklyii  C>itini^il  .ititMctiiicnlly  tinli):  -' (■<«»!  men 
umI  Irii«>  tiHd  jvlri'HcIr  bden  notulDUtod  by  (lie  greut  polUk-iil  j>artiMnr 
tho  klate,  the  nomiaiiliuD  iif  v'nic  of  nliotu  vom  cOi-cled  bj  ihv  direct 
icHon  of  ibli  order."  This  ctefesl  cauited  by  Insiibaicllnallno  wiia 
foliowiwl  by  a  pvnul  edict  nf  tlm  Gritntl  CoudoU  ngninxt  ilii^  robeta 

iwbich  reiula:  "Itcs'ilved,  Tlial  llie  rcHtiedi re  cauncila  iimler  tlie 
^iiriiwl ictinn  of  tliis  ^rund  cnuntil,  by  Itieir  pr>ii»er  ulHcera.  are  Iiervliy 
jBslruiied  and  re<|uiw>d  towlibliold  Ihe  term  |iossfroiB,  and  iDiiliwUh 
expel  friiin  the  (.-tiuncil.  itll  bi'itliers  who  did  nvl,  im  nlorr!tiii<l,  full/ 
soppon  ibe  nnmloatlnDs  In  llio  la«t  preceJ'.nR  n»olmioo  rcTcrred  lo. 
anil  vhn  refufcd  lo  nn>iw«r  m  lierenfrer  required,  or  vriin  dbull  i»ol 
iilTer  OD  excitee  jtaiL-ifitcloiy  lo   tlin  cuuiicil  foe  mu-.h  uon^onpiHrn,  iiud, 

»lli]|t  i'lT  thai  ]iur|H>^e.  Mijd  iidlciint  Ua  DiHy  euipmered  In  demand  and 
rMjuire  of  each  ini-ltibcr  nf  lib  or  lUeir  e^nmcil  ibat  he  or  lUey  Ji> 
declare  with  nplined  hand.  In  npen  ccnncll,  for  wlioni  lis  or  ihejr 
*otMl  ai  ibp  f^reai  Xnr<>mher  clecii'^in,  and  excuse,  If  any  they  bav«  to 
glTef,  firr  such  ueii-supporl  ue  afoieAnid." 

Thu  Truf  Atnryiruii  leplied  tu  tliU;  "An  AmerieRns.  inns  of  (V»b. 
men.  (o  bed  riven  lo  Ihe  pnll*  like  a  benl  of  catll-,  Hkt"  [■>  deposit 
iballnlH  (hr  byjun-rili-^.  kDnve*.  or  voiiodrelii,  to  ihcm  konwuiobe 
Imi«)i— men  lliey  indirldaatly  deride  and  despise — under  Ibe  pain  of 
[imperiHl  di>]>lcfi»\ire! 

"VTp.  who  DpiMse  RoniBnIam  u\>nn  tlie  (troand  (»f  alKtnliiiiNni.  in 
|'polli>jil  maiteni.  imd  eontitmii  foreignUm  fnr  Its  8M:iinDfll  iiitikrance, 
[  are  |ir<>t'^bly  auionjf  lite  la*i  to  nuccumb  ti>  uu  iinperialtMu  nhich 
Inrerd*  the  broadest  de^jioiUni  of  nnssia  or  Austria.  And  rtlll.  la 
ilh>  iiinie  nf  lll>orty,  of  Chriilian  fr^t'doni,  of  rogbDeration  rrom  Uav- 
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To  tlieae  angry  contests  between  the  leaders  abont  their 
powers  were  soon  ailded  ilill'erenpca  of  anotlier  kind  and  of 
iiiUnituljr  gi-eatcr  inipurliiiice.  Tim  parry  tvas  to  be  au  emi- 
nently national  one,  and  yet  the  circirnistanoee  of  the 
country  HsGigned  to  the  dilTerent  parts  of  tlie  Union  an 
entirely  different  [losition  on  the  decisive  points  of  the 
piirly'K  proj^rainine.  Only  in  the  fi^oe  statics,  and  espt'i'iulij 
in  the  larger  citiee  of  the  free  states,  were  adopted  eitizent 
80  nuineruiis  that  Uieir  vot«e  carried  great  weight,  and 
that  their  political  iminatiirity  might  excite  alarm,  which, 
eepeeially  where  the  Irish  were  strongly  repre&eoted,  wu 
hy  no  ineitnt^  iinfunndcd.  In  tlio  south,  oa  the  other  hand, 
their  DRtnljer  was  so  stnall  that  there  was,  for  the  most 
part,  no  need  of  taJiing  thcin  into  consideration  at  all,  in 
political  cftlcnlations,  and  liencc  the  ricir  prevailed  there 
that  people  had  no  interest  in  a  crusade  a^inst  the  immi- 
grants.*     But,  on  the  other  hand,  Know-Nolhingifim  had 


try.  ve  are  commanded  either  to  lick  lh«  feet  of  oar  wotiId>W-ma»en;, 
or  to  witlidran  (tnm  campsnionilifp  wiib  ourlirttbrea  'Oli.  liberlj, 
wbst  crimes  Ar«coniBiiu«d  i&  thy  nsmef"  Congr.  Olobe,  iid  8ts»t 
Sttd  O'Bgr..  App-.  p.  laa. 

And  lUe  Bt^ioklyn  CdODcil  rvjectrd  the  monsirons  decree  with  lh« 
roIlotrliigre»olutioD«:  "  R«»oIred,  Tbnt  wc  r«pudiat«  sod  condeiBD 
Ih9  sFoTe-mentlnnfd  acdon  of  (he  Grand  Council  ss  ssiiAinvricxn. 
SBti-r«puI)llcnn.  and  ibe  mnai  unwunuituble,  alKitn  instils,  snd  dang- 
eroua  assumption  of  tlotpotic  power  ever  sueupud  In  llda  rr-publicL 
In  Its  coof^wlonal,  penance,  aud  ihreais  of  escooimtinErnijon  oul}* 
equaled  by  ilie  holy  in'iiil»iii»D  »r  Sjisin,  and  only  worthy  of  Imlta- 
Iton  by  tbr  ilranJ  Council  of  Canliiiala  at  Bonie. 

"KeBolTfit).  That  any  American,  aiwvnliDg:  or  yielding  ol>edlenv*)  tn 
such  drgntdin^  and  Inqitlaliorlal  requbltlona,  Inlicriu  not  iha  spirit 
of  bid  reTuludt^mary  aires,  snil  is  unworlhy  lh«  name  of  a  sun  of  Id, 
and  dewvnd*  to  the  level  of  an  tgnoraat  Papist."     lb.,  p.  fi^ 

■Uvryol  Mii^it«ip(>i  aaid  in  the  hnuM»  of  reprMeotBUros:  "It 
tills  nnltr  iflhen  hold  In  the  sontb,  it  will  wrprise  txMli  frirmla  aail 
oppoDenia.  It  will  be  a  miliar  of  wnmler  why  ibat  ucilnn,  ^iiiterinK 
nuov  ur  tk«  hnrdfblp*  vrbicli  on  plrml  m  an  etcute  for  fhn  unlei  ta 
Uis  Dortb,  and  tnm  bar  lasdlDliuaa  peculiarly  svene  lu  wcret  and 
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pfy  ardent  partUnna  in  the  Boutlicni  states,  for  tlio  reason 
ttiat,  as  in  orerything  elie,  the  tir^C  qnostion  with  them 
now  vras,  bow  it  would  affect  the  slaveholding  interest 
And  this  qucetion  many  boIi«red  thej  must  unawer  by 
eaying  tlint  that  interest  might  derive  ^rcut  iulvAiitOj;«d 
from  tliu  inoveiiiciit  In  thu  tinst  phtcc,  tliey  loukcJ  iipou  it 
u  B  gnin  that  the  raising  of  new  questions  operat4Hl  u^inBt 
tliei  eiidi-avor  to  ujipui^i^  a  aolid  north  to  a  aolid  suuth,  in 
rcapcct  tutho  slavtTj  qneetion,'  butclaimcd  farther  that  the 
«ontb  wu  interested  in  seeing  a  powerftil  barrier  erticted 
ngninet  tlie  stream  of  im  in  ignition,  since  the  immigntuta 
cume'  with  strung  prejudices  ugaiust  slavery,  and  since 

trreiponaibls  BUDcUlinna.  thould  diicnnt  along  hitUn;  of  K^n^rotu 
(nleraiiooio  adopi  theor^ei!  of  pruscri|il)nn.  and  wenr  llie  n:ime  of 
■n  onlar  wbicli.  to  the  nvtibom  &liile»,  liat  iK-otm  tlowu  ili<;  tlrfuinlen 
of  UiR  coittilluUun  und  itAi^ri^litit.  iui<l  lunuguiAl^d  more  Tully  ilijin 
«v«r  bef'orv,  iIip  pm  nf  cjiiaiiltilHtiiin  njid  fHiinlirlnni.''  III.,  p.  0  I. 
'  In  nijr  oiiinioD,  Juli^u  j^'ocs  tov  I'm  vhvu  tie  euje  lliat  Kiii>w-Xodi- 
iglkm  was  iDvemM  by  the  south  wlib  ilita  view.  He  doea  nni  My 
bit  in  expics*  t<irni>,  tmt  <li«  rollowiog  (vnl^ncoM  c&d  b«  uodefsloud 
bi  oiMn  noUitns  elie:  "Its  birth,  >liiiuliaiiF«usIy  wilh  lh«  r^jwitl 
of  ibe  Minsoiirl  c<iin;trninU<>,  wiw  not  an  nccUli^nl,  lu  Hxiy  one  conld 
MO  nliu  liad  Bludi«d  Ibe  tactics  of  thu  uluv^holiivre.  It  vaa  4  woU- 
Umed  Bchpmo  to  dividp  ibe  petiple  uf  the  tree  stnles  a\wa  trifles  and 
(Mo-iw>U4>s.  white  the  snuiU  remalood  a  unit  fu  defeoM  of  itn  gnM 
inier«sL  ll  waa  tLf  cunning  mivnijit  lo  bulk  aod  divert  ibe  inOigna- 
tioa  nrouiml  liy  the  repntl  of  lUe  MUtouri  refttritnion.  H-lii(^ti  rise 
would  npcnd  it*  foTf^  iipnn  the  »ggt*t*ioM  of  fttavery;  for  hv  Ibua 
Iclodliiig  Ihc  I'rDlcTLtAiil  Jt-a1(iU!>j  of  uiir  peuptf  aguliisl  ttie  ptfpe,  and 
nliftilog  tb«m  in  a  crusade  againM  the  ToivigDer,  the  smith  uonld 
all  the  iiioro  ■ucceofully  pmh  forward  it*  ifcboiact."  Poliikul  Itecol- 
Iwibwi.  11^40  tolSK.  pp.  141.  14'3.  Ida  notque«iloa  UiitLtiiidi  vi«wa 
materinlly  nidoil  ibc  tit*  of  iho  party,  but  I  t><>ii«v«  ibnt  the  charga 
munt  W  laid  at  tbe  door  of  the  conservalivea  of  thn  nurili'-m  »intni. 
I  'ScnaiiiT  Ad!ini"iirMU'i>"ii>iiiiudd.  i<a  ilie  IftiborJuQe.  IMO;  "The 
'wbnU  ^oration  of  the  forelgiiers,  and  tbefr  prcjodices  nrhrn  Uipy 
l-ome  to  ibin  couDtry.  itre  agntiul  the  insliluiioti  uf  alarery;  every 
Iblng  tbey  bear  at  tbe  north  but  contlrms  that  prejudice,  and  oatahlivhva 
tkna  In  tbt'iT  opiKwitioii  t(t  the  Mnib ;  and  In  »iKb  a  coDte^t  as  1  have 
■  IVplwwHl,  1  have  no  doubi  oine^tenths  would  vote  ili«   Republican 
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the  preponderance  of  the  north  wne  incmued  by  tliem, 
from  year  to  year.*  Thi*  rewoning  wm  endently  v^iO 
to  a  cci-taiu  extent,  but  it  coald  not  eerve  to  etrcugtlien 
Kuow-Xothirtgiem  in  tlic  nortb,  for,  so  far  as  the  ar^umcutj 
'K'ae  correct,  the  nurtii  would  have  to  draw  tlio  ver 
opposite  conclusions  from  it.  AVhat  bad  excited  tbo  north 
against  adopted  citizens  was,  to  6aj  tbe  leae^t,  a  matter  ofj 
indiffci-cnce  to  the  eoutli;  on  the  other  band,  what  made' 
Ktiro|>eRn  immij^ration  a  thorn  in  the  ficeb  of  the  Bouth 
oonld  not  hat  determine  the  north  to  stimiiUte  it  as  mach 
as  possible;  and  lastly,  if  considorHtions  which  took  lot 
periods  into  aeooiint  oonld  make  tbe  Koath  ff-teh  that 
movement  with  wliidt  in  itself  it  did  not  syinpatbize 
miglit  succeed,  r^^ard  fur  jnet  as  nndoobtcd  and  direct 
con6c<ji>ence8  of  tbe  utmost  importance,  madoaeapportof 
that  movement  by  the  »ontb,  appear  not  to  bo  to  its 
interest  at  all.  It  would,  indeed»  have  been  a  rery  hazard- 
ous policy  for  the  eluvcliulders  to  make  common  cikiteo  vrilh 
this  [mrly  uf  a  day  at  the  expcn&o  of  tlicir  old  and 
tried  confederates,  the  Democrats  of  the  northern  slates, 

ticket    Tlnw,  you  »w,  IhM  for  a  Icuiporatr  •dvaalnga  you  are  l 

iai  n.  |w>wfir  dosiined  u>  ilMttX);  tie  country.^'    Coragr.  Olobo,  Ist  Seea, 

34Ui  Cnogr,.  p.  1418. 

>  Oorerooi  Stuilti  of  VirglDia  mi1<]  in  a  s|>eecb :  "Tltc  oHgla  of  tbe 
Know  NcKhincr*  U  n  iirux^lp  for  bread— a  ^{{[litnil  mid  nngry  qn*nt 
Bttlie  Dorlli.  AlilivMiilli  It  Is  apolitical  qn^MJon  of  liif-b  iiiiportaa< 
Tho  north  lia»M  more  reprMeou«iT«a  tlinn  the  wiuili  alrmdj-.  Tbe" 
nKtiuHl  increuflof  iJietouth  i»0B»4blt<l  gr«at«r  than  Hint  of  the  aonti, 
biK'sttge  Iber*  are  greatirrcli^UaonpoptiliitlOBlberf ;  Ixiltbe  artillcUl 
elpmeiit  of  fiweiBuisni  brlufc-B  WO.OOOwho  eetUe  annorllj  In  Uir  free 
tuies.  with  inniliicts  acaiiist  nlnvwy,  mnkiog  SO  rejiresoBiaiivee  In  10 
jreaTB  ui  swell  ibt.  oppo*iii«ii  tu  iho  tooib.  To  Moy  ilii»  eourinoiift  di»> 
jiroponloa  wbal  U  onr  policy  T  tVlml  ia  tbe  frishlfbl  pnwtwct  before 
M?  Tlie  tiff<xt  <if  Kuow  NoihiDfiftin  in  m  luro  h«oIc  ib»  tideofimrul- 
gratlon,  and  our  blgh«t  doty  to  the  »onib  is  to  diwrcurnge  lomilgrailati. 
I  deprecete  it  u  a  grew  calami^."    The  K.  V.  THbvn*,  HaivJi  14. 

ias3. 
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Hilthongli  the  latter,  as  Ilanter  remarked  in  a  speech  at 

'Kiclitnond,  were  in  grent  difticnlLv,  l»ecniife,  in  the  Kmt««s 

({uuetion,  they  had  followed  the  sramlnrd  of  tlie  soutli.' 

LThe  Bonth  lenat  of  all,  as  we  shall  yet  bw,  oonld  fllTord  to 

lignore  how  problcmftticnl  the  future  of  the  Know  Nothings 

and  henc«,  by  mnking  common  cnnse  with  them,  it 

Ivoold.  be  evidently  anrretidcring  the  bird  in  ite  hand  for 

hfae  two  io  the  bnsh. 

So  far  as  the  Catholic  itiiustioD  was  concerned,  it  waa 

still  lew  permissible  for  people  iu  the  south  to  march  nnder 

the  enme  colors  as  people  in  the  north.     In  the  south,  it 

_VB8  only  in  Louisiana  and  Maryland  that  the  Catholics 

■irere  of  any  importance  by  reason  of  their  nnmbers  and 

^Booiol  po«itioo,  and  in  both  Atatc«,  tlie  lending  Catholic 

families  were,  for  the  mofit  part.  long  settled  in  the  conntry, 

yr  wer«  tlestiendiints  of  the  very  (irnt  Bettlere,     Not  even 

the  fiiifipicion  of  UltrnmotitiLnc  viuwe  and  elTorte  had  ever 

EU'en  nii*eO  against  these  people,  and  no  one  eUimpd  that 

Ihoy  had  changed  their  convictions  in  a  day.     What  reawn, 

Jthcn,  could  be  gjvoD  for  the  demand  that,  from  this  time 

furtbT  they  ehoold  be  excluded  from  uH  elective  oHicee, 

^becaafie  of  their  religion?     Here  every  nltorunt  to  tnake  ft 

nbngbear  of  CathoUciam  was   simply    ridiciiIouB,    becanee 

BopIe*8  own  experience  could  not  be  obliterated  by  what. 

In  the  north,  under  entirelr  different  circumstances,  was. 

pith  or  without  reason,  a  cause  of  appreheni>i*^in.    Uut  as  the 

Bon-Cnibolies  of  the  sonth  conld  not  bo  moved  and  won  hy 

n  appeal  to  their  Protestant  feelingSt  the  only  possible  and 

inevitable  oonscqiience  of  the  demand  for  the  proscription 

'  "TlirnuKJiogt   |h«   T<-]>r4;KnU(ioii  of  lUe  whole  of  the  noii.»laTe 

liolditiB  Htiit^s  (Id  cnDgr««i).  un  nian  wiu  to  t>e  found,  autside  of  Ihe 

iMrnitU-  \iHTty,  who  tiiwiaincd  Wii^  Ni-braska  tiill      JLoit  notr  Ibat 

lliejr  nri!  la  Jifllcuhlvs,  fur  so  noble  a  lUadiug^  of  ttieir  duiiea  lo  Die 

liiiilinn.  in  ibiii  k  iim«  to  dvseri  nt  di«truRi  tliem."    IIkmt}]«ioD,  A 

HlHory  orib«  PolUioal  Canp«lgo  In  VirtSioia,  p.  ttO. 
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of  rntliolicB  would  have  been  tlint  a  iRrgw  and  inflnen- 
tiat  porlion  of  ehe  populntion  woaUi  havu  lit-en  drivpn  to 
cngnge  in  bitter  opposition  to  tlie  parly.  Tliifi  wiw  to 
plRin.  tlint  this  portion  of  the  programme  was  imm&liatoly 
stricken  out  for  the  south,  »nd  onlj  the  nativist  plauk  of 
the  plAtfornn  Tetitincd.>  Tito  old  parties  periehe<l  by  the 
tiDtnitb  in  thcmficlvcs  and  Againet  thcmeeltos  which  had 
bcfii  produced  by  tlie  development  of  the  tluvery  qiiefltion, 
mid  tbi»  new  party  which  winlied  to  clinngu  the  procese  of 
di^Aolution  into  a  new  formation  of  parties,  on  a  national 
basis,  immediately  began  its  course  with  the  same  nn- 
trtitht'ulnegs  in  and  a^rainst  itself,  that  is  with  a  double 
progntmme  drawn  to  ^nit  different  paralleU  of  latitude. 

In  the  sontli.  there  was  practically  no  [mmlgrant  qucs. 
tion  and  no  Cntholic  question.  One-half  of  the  Know 
Nothin;*  proj^iiime  wiis  nnapccptablc  to  the  south,  becanw 
objectless,  n.ml  the  other  hidf  lind  a  mea.nin^  there,  only  bj 


1  "It  linotto  b«  (Imled  tliat  Itivra  Imdirertily  or  opinion  among  iIk' 
t>r«tlir»n  nf  dilTor^at  HCtiana.  Ttif  ord*r  »0»inB  already  to  hftve  fallen 
iolu  ihf  inn*t  corrupt  praciice  uiui)>ut«il  lu  itiu  old  pitrtim,  and  lo  ihc 
rutwi  currupt  clus  of  old  politician*,  that  of  ruylng  iu  cfmiI  wlib 
eT«r7  cliimse  ot  lBlltud«.  In  the  ^Dfaney  of  iu  exift«Dc«,  it  is  already 
Hiftiiire  In  its  Wcva,  nod  witb  ■  toosi  surprising  harmony  betWMn  Ibe 
«od  uad  lit*  meant).  It  aliuft  at  political  uid  rwltgloiM  iDttiUrance  by 
•pizinic  on  every  prpjudic*  and  niiopling  sTeiy  creed.  Tlic  forcljfn 
Proietinni  Is  told  that  lbs  oriI«r  utrikn)!  only  at  Catholicism,  aud  ilie 
OBtlT«  Calltolic  i%  auared  thni  it  lutfrferes  wiib  do  man's  religion,  but 
aneiDpu  t»  limit  the  iiitlu«ave  of  foreisncix    » 

-  In  LoaUiana.  CallioliCB  are  allowed  to  Jnin  tbo  ordM".  w«  are  told 
— anti  wby?  ti«canM  thai  d»noininiii1on  U  loo  nnmerouH  then  to  be 
aiMllfHl  openly.  If  the  ordor  Uirougbout  Uie  Union  it  ftincpr«  lo  lia 
hostility  to  CiitholiniKm.lhon  Hip  CailiflIictorLuui6iaDaaDdeIs«w|i«.r«, 
who  (ire  |M-r9U]ul«d  lliftt  Ibeir  fitilli  U  not  to  be  liariiic^l,  are  docelrMi 
and  lieirnyni .  but  if  l>i<ry  are  not  ibiia  deceired,  all  ollipra  who  liare 
JAiitrii  Willi  the  hope  ofiTKsliini;  the  inDuence  of  ihai  cburcb,  are  Itn- 
jtooed  upon,  nod  bnvv  twura  tlx^iroiiths  in  ruin."  limrTy  of  .Vi«»Usippl. 
on  ilii-  l^tili  uf  December.  1^4.  In  the  bouie  repreMuitativaa.  Congr. 
Globe,  ai  Sea*.,  S3d  Coogt.,  App.,  ji.  M 
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tbo  indirect  effects  expected  from  it,  effects 
to  the  iiitcreflts  uf  tlie  free  etatee.  Llencc  it  wtts, 
I'attu  the  first,  uadoubtod  tliRt  tlie  Know  Notliinj^  wonld 
be  beings  of  a  day,  tor  a  mttlttnnl  p«rtj  witliont  a  national 
pr»}^ainrne  is  an  alwurditj.  Hut  ttie  Know  Notliiiig  pm- 
gruiniue  wu»  iioi  only  not  a  iintiunal  one,  but  il  u4idud 

lanotber  pntof  to  tliOHe  Rlreiulj  given  that  a  nationnl  pru> 
gmuiUMT  could  uut  hv  tumid,  so  Icng  an  ibe  slavery  ({Uestion 
lined  iintiolvL-d.  The  mmtHirvative  eleinttiits  uf  the 
Ji  who  had  bad  the  chief  part  in  the  fuimdatiun  of  the 
party,  wero  by  uo  mcane  wiicerned  solely  or  even  prim- 
arily with  it*  two'avowcd  aims.  They  thoaght  they  had 
I'oand  in  Know.NothiDgiem  a  meaiie  for  tiie  realization  of 
Uie  fioality  declaration,  and  the  visb  to  escape  the  slavery 
question  had  attracted  to  Knovr-Xothingii^in  agrent  part  of 
its  adhuretitft.  Tlii»  np)W'Hre  fniin  the  fact  that,  nothing  had 
happened  specially  to  attract  atteittion  tu  the  imuiigration 
andCatliolicqii<:stion»,at  thiatiine.  A  party  wasiiotorgan- 
izMl  to  carry  out  a  prti^rainnie,  but  ii,  prognunme  wm  dniwn 
np  to  enable  people  to  tVirin  »  parly,  and  by  that  meaiift  to 

I  pKvent  a  consolidation  uf  parties  on  the  slavery  question. 
Men  did  not  harbor  the  ilbiiiion  tbnt  tlie  immigration 
qneetiuD  and  the  Cathulic  ([uestlon  were,  at  tlie  time,  the 
heart  of  the  |ioliiical  life  of  the  Union,  but  by  means  of 
these  questions,  they  vriehed  tu  cheek  the  development  of 
things  determined  by  actual  conditione  and  correctly 
recognized  as  6uch  duvchipmutit,  in  the  hope  thiU  it  wuuld 

i\te  Butticicutly  weakened,  by  the  turning  of  [Wesion  into 

I  utlicr  direction*,  lo  avert  a  eatarttrophe.  Tlie  origrin  of  the 
]iarty,  ho  tiu*  ua  it  luual  be  truocd  back  to  tliis  ullexpn■^seld 
bat  Tcry  evident  motive,  was,  therefore,  a  new  and  very 
powerful  prool:^  that  the  slavery  <^iiestioD  w&a  the  only 
|MiMtble  iMUtis  on  nhich  parties  roiild  be  built.  Kven  those 
uhu  were  not  yul  able  to  recognize  tbis  became  convinced 
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of  it  by  the  fihort  luetory  of  the  jmrty.  It  did  not  pt-rUh 
becftUBC,  in  tho  south,  there  wtm  no  iminigmiit  or  OulhoHc 
gtieetivn,  io  the  sHtne  tense  as  in  tJie  north,  nor  becauMi, 
uvcn  in  the  north,  it  did  not  huve  the  iinpurtaiioo  which  it 
wns  frOU^Ut  to  ascrilie  to  it,  nor  finally,  becatiee  tho  eoIu- 
tiuii  of  the  two  questions  advooal«d  by  the  Know  Nothing* 
u'aa  equally  opposed  to  ttie  real  intcrcstE  of  the  country 
ttnd  the  spirit  uf  its  tnEtitiitioiin.  Each  of  tltcfiO  eauHi;, 
would  in  itecif  Imvu  liuuri  Kuiticioiit  to  have  caiieeil  tfal 
party  alow-ly  perhiijii&,butnticc)ieingly  todvcuy  oiiddieout; 
t>ut  before  they  eoiild  fully  us^ert  themeelve«,  the  alkrory 
(jue»tIou  bad  killed  ihu  piirty.  While  Jif  the  south,  as  hu 
been  already  remarked,  sympnthy  and  oppoaitioii  were 
determined  chiefly  by  the  presumptive  effectg  of  tlie  party 
on  the  slaverv  tjmwtion,  it  iiniiiediately  iipp<>ared,  in  the 
north,  that  pttA»-par<.ilus,  eeeret  i<ignK  and  cloi»e<l  doors  had 
not  shat  oat  the  spectre  which  people  had  Miight  Ui 
escape.  There  it  eat,  in  the  luidst  of  the  savjore  of  the 
republic,  eoon  monopolized  attention,  and  long  b«fore  tlie 
end  of  the  term  which  the  party  bad,  according  to  Uenry 
A.  Wifte,  aet  to  conquer  the  senate  of  the  tJaitod  Statce, 
the  secret  confederation  was  only  a  historical  remini&ccnce. 
The  appeal  to  nalivism  had  found  an  echo  not  only 
where  people,  from  a  deeire  for  peace,  personal  interest  or 
|)atriotiem,  »aw  the  last  anchor  of  safety  in  the  flualjtj 
vow.  Tho  tinal  object  of  the  qtiietests  demanded  the  abso- 
Ititu  ignoring  of  the  olavery  qaeaiiun,  and  hence  U>  the 
opi)onunt8  of  slavery  with  nativiat  tendenciei;  admiMion 
inttj  the  order  was  |>erinitted.  But  even  If  the  slavery 
ijite&lioQ  could  have  been  left  nnmentionod  in  the  wrjtCcu 
coufe&siou  of  faith  of  tho  Know  Notliings,  it  would  have 
hcen  almoBt  imjMHtsiblo  for  them  to  remain  sitciit  on  iu 
Tiw  pro*  and  cons  of  slavery  fonnd  expression  in  a 
daily  conflict  of  worda  and  deeds,  and  hence  people  could 
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not  rerhain  only  aetually  nentral  on  it,  bat  hai  to  confess 
that  their  nciitnility  was  a  neutrality  of  prinoiple,  even  if 
between  the  hammer  and  tbe  anvil,  there  was  a  TOCuum 
iu  wliifh  ihoy  miglit  havo  found  Tcfnge.  Thia  soon  hnp- 
pened,  but  ol  course  oot  in  a  fcvr  eltort  \rords,  but  id  the 
stereotyped  furtnula  of  fidelity  to  tlie  Union,  the  broad, 
grtiod  oloAk  under  vhicb  political  and  moral  cowardice  in 
rCGDUCt  to  the  elnvcry  qucatiou  ooutd  su  well  coacenl  itself^ 
aud  whidi  never  failed  of  lis  elfect  because  tliere  vras 
always  an  honest  eelf-deceptiou  at  the  bottom  of  this 
deception.  In  Noveraber,  ISSi,  a  mcetingof  representa- 
tivD  Know  Nothint^s  was  held  in  Cincinnati.  Kenneth 
Raynur  of  Xortli  Carolina,  moved,  in  that  meeting,  the 
estabushmem  of  a  third  degree  of  the  order  whioh  was  to 
be  called  the  ••  tJniou  degree,"  and  whicli  wrs  to  be  u 
pledge  of  al>9oUile  fidelity  to  the  Union,'  T\\e  motion 
w&e  adopted  almost  unanimoudly  and  it  was  claimed 
that,  within  six  months,  half  a  niillion  of  men  liad  been 
Bworn  into  the  order  of  Uic  AiiierR-im  Union. 

TiVilswu  thinks  that  Raynor  intended  to  oppose  seces- 
sionist tendencies  in  the  sontli.'  The  sentetice  quoted  by 
him  from  liaynor's  defence  of  his  motion  is.  however,  so 
constrncti^d,  that  to  ^aj  the  least,  it  might  be  npnlied  just 
reusonalily  lo  all  the  active  opponents  of  slavery. 
Devotiun  to  the  Dnion  had,  for  more  than  a  generation, 
teen  the  uiBcial   term  to  express  subserriency  to  slavery. 


■  "  He  (Raysor)  declared  hti  object  to  he  '  thA  proMirvntion  sad  p«r- 

[pctuity  of  the  Union  Id  all  cDiatng  lime;  to  mnlaUin  sud  defend  Jt 

[-Bfalost  ull  en c roach inonU  uuder  all  (.ireuiii3.tiu]i:ti)i,  and  to  imt  under 

tlM  lian  i>t  [)T«c(^riptlAn  nnrttiid  nil  m^n  wlm  mi^ht  b»  engaged  lu  km- 

palrins  lu  vlftor  nt  rrainiini;  its  Huilioriiy."    Wiloon.  Ri»e  and  Fall  or 

■liv  aiMTV  I'niwvr  in  America.  It ,  p.  31. 

■■■n«  c<>i>c«lved  Ibe  |>»lri'>ltc  idea  Ui<it  thv  pow  associalion  mlgbt 
lie  iiirui?d  IO){ii'><J  Hcx'ounI  by  anvftlii;;  ibe  dlsuuioD  sentiment  thai 
wu  maitirevtlng  luelf  In  Ibc  Huuth."    I.  c 

• 


120 


lUtK8JI.»-NEBKASBU.   BILI.   TO  BPCllAMAKfl   ELBCTION. 


ftnd  as  the  proposition  to  riret  that  band  uliout  the  Union 
which  was  fast  falling  to  )>io««fi,  proceeded  from  a  slave- 
holder, it  had  to  be  ateuiiiud,  that  tho  "  proecriprioD  "  de- 
manded bir  him  wonld  be  vieitttl  first  on  th«  "  fanntice  *" 
of  the  north.  Thus  it  wiu  cerliiinly  understwwi,  ami 
WiUon  himself,  had  to  adtnit  that  the  eKtahliflhinont  of  the 
I'niun  deji^ree  promoted  onljr  thecaiiKC  of  thenlnrchaldeFB.* 
It  wai«  daily  proclaimed  more  luiidly  that  the  )>iirtj  looked 
npon  the  t^iippreiifiioii  uf  lliG  agiljitiun  of  ttio  eliivery  qne«- 
tion  ns  one  of  its  chief  taeks."  Tlie  honeetj  oif  thta  pro-' 
fession  could  not  }>e  doubted,  although  the  desire  of 
propogandiam  in  the  south,  catiHKl  the  aesurnnce  of  it  fre- 
quently tu  afisume  too  emphatic  a  form.  But  this  half 
vuluntary  and  half  forced  treadi  of  iteorigintd  sileuctson 
the  elaverj  qneetion,  injured  the  party  in  the  nnrtli  more 
thaii  it  served  it  in  the  DOutli.  Itii  itcfoat  in  ^'ew  York 
ypM  occasioned  not  only  by  the  arhitrnriness  of  the  Grand 
Council,  but  it  was,  in  )>art,  to  he  nticrilii;d  to  this.  That 
Seward,  although  he  had  declared  with  tlie  ntmo6t  decision 
ngaini«t  Know  Nothiugism,  was  re^eliKted  to  tlie  senate, 
was  the  Kverest  blow  the  jurty  oonid,  at  the  moment, 
mc«t  with.  I-Arge  cirulea  of  [leople,  north  and  Mnith,  who 
otherwise;  perlian»,  mi<;ht  have  lieen  won  iiver  to  tho 
pATty.  UK'  in  thie  the  mo«t  convincing  pruof,  that  the 
diarm  of  tlie  nativist  oall  was  impotent  in  the  prcAonctf 
of  the  power  %-hich  the  fiiarcry  queetion  held  over  the 
mindft  and  hearts  of  men. 

This  view  eoon  proved  entirely  well  founded,  hot  spitB 

■  "Wlintever  tuiy  have  btea  tli«  iDtIu<>DC(>  of  tbis  l/itiati  dc-cm 
<n«r  III*  inlnil  Rn<l  lieari  ot  MUllictn  men.  Us  tentlmriM  lii  lliu  DortA. 
cni  suiie^  w»re  lo  ri>a'>r  tlic  Inleratu  of  •lavory  and  ii>  siiitiila  tli« 
ftUvo  iwwvr."  lb-.i>.4£i  Witwti  ti>aanny1iati4I<-»lliv  Know  NiA1i(d|{b 
niily  wlib  flilk  glovflft.  a«  lir  vru  IiIidmICod*  vf  Itiirlr  It-mlen  lu  Muea. 
cbUMlU. 

■  Ooonpare  Oosgr.  UIuIm;,  Sd  &•»,  88cd  Coogr..  App.  |>p.  BD  aad  MB. 


--W.     1^^^ 
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(tf  that,  tbe  oppotieiiU  of  the  Know  l>Iothin^  vrvre  wrong 
when  iLoj  olahued  that  the  cftbrts  directed  iigniiitit  the 
ftgitatioQ  of  tlie  elavery  qneetioii  were  enrire)}*  iViiiiless, 
jOr  only  a  pretext  to  gain  over  the  slnvc  etatee.  The  very 
^bct  that  Uie  most  distinguiehud  agitators  against  the 
slaracracT  were  aleo  dccidud  oppouents  of  the  Know 
Kotliiiig  inovpinerit,  eaggosted  tlmt  thej  considered  it  an 
injnrj  to  their  own  cause.  Tht-y  luade  no  concenhiient 
of  thi»T  btit  vehemently  and  iiicessantly  complained  that 
their  iullow  believorH,  in  the  slavery  question,  vrho  had 
joineil  the  order,  blindly  and  fi>oli*ltIy  left  tliem,  like 
eliitilren  to  follow  the  muMC  of  aouie  street  musician.' 


I  In  atpeor^ti  ilHivornl  by  Fallon  al  RtcbmonJ.we  r«»d:  'Gneley, 
or  W*wl.  Hip  |i«ruliiir  orgim  of  W.  H.  8owunl.  or  Wml»>.  of  Olilo,  or 
GU)dlii)p,  nil  of  wliuni  {1«D')uiic«  tUls  Ataerkati  ytuly  a*  Ihe  <l«ailljr 
«iiflin>'  of  Uie  atiolitioD  pnnj."  Ilaintilcloo.  Allluuryol  lli*  Political 
Canpidga  In  Vtrginta.  In  iKkl,  p.  1% 

Heory  Vftrd  I]«-«ch«rwiliri:  "Tfao  fncilUjr  wUh  wlikli  llic  &rnuM4l 
IndienatloD  {Iiy  lli»  K a naa^ Nebraska  lilll)  of  tli«  wltnlx  aonli  liiut  Ix^n 
,  MtUnguiili^  hy  ili«  inicorabic  perfidy  of  the  •o-o«ll»cI  AmerifAn 
'  party  la  RKirlifylns  uul  !U)[rowl\il1y  pruiilieilc  By  jcun  of  i>erai)>tmt 
labor,  1I10  cunicisiice  and  huaor  of  miiliiliiilM  at  U(»  mn-ili  ha^l  b«eo 
arouwcU.  They  lr«gan  tO«eeau4  ralu«  tliercal  |>Ti»ci|ilv9  fuintswfnlul 
lo  Amerimn  liurtilullons.  Under  tli«  alinllow  preieci&e  thai  Know 
Nuihin)!  I<MJ  Km  would,  by  luid  by.  buc'uBuv  UivcbiuB|)ioni  oflib^rty,  aa 
sow  tliey  are  of  the  pToteittaat  falUi,  Iboaninda  bave  been  laveiglod 
Into  ihtrMi  cntiMdmbs  of  fraixloin  One  miglit  «  well  study  opilca  In 
lb«  t^yramida  of  £gypt,  or  ih«  eabt«rmn('&n  tomba  of  Itom«,  aA  liberty 
In  Mx-rot  coarUrrs  conlrolled  t^  hoary  knaTu  n-ned  in  pollilcal  In. 
rtiicne.  wbocan  hariDy  cuoaifh  axprna  lltelr  aurpriM  and  dvlighl  lo 
mi-  iKmwt  inirn  going  into  a  widivaprMd  ayat«in  of  secret  caucute*. 
HiiUfat  tut^u  In  stuih  gilsicn  Iikvo  a  peculiar  hiItiu)U|c<^  itiat  Itin  Iiotb 
In  II  rpiilwr**  wnb^lhe  pririlegv  of  losing  lk«ir  le|»,  of  biizzlog  wllli- 
uul  Uyiog,  aud  of  b«iug  catoa  up  at  Ivivura  try  big-b«lllcd  apidcn." 
Tbp  /rKfrjviKfrnf,  January  18.  18-Vl. 

And  a<;nta  on  tbe  \Mb  nf  NovemlM>r.  ibo  Jf/itf»iuU  Km  Mya:  "  Btn 
our  n^adura  will  recollect  how  coatloually  we  have  In^fsled  that  tlie 
tneobalacleloan  vtTectlva  unionof  !h«i  frm  ».tauw  UD  lb»  slavery  iaMW 
waa  tbla  blgoir^  orgaolEalion.    8m  bow  uU«Hy  it  bos  pardyi«d  (be 
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Ajid  it  would,  indeed,  hare  been  wonderfal  if  tliej  did  not 
look  witli  drend  into  tti«  fiitare,  for  the  vertigo  hiul  tnkvn 
hold  uf  tho  upponontA  of  slaverj^  no  less  strongly  than  It 
Iiad  uf  the  conservntivefi;  and,  in  tht-ir  flrtit  anti>r  for  Hm 
new  undft  to  be  attained,  they  naturally  did  not  feel  tar 
(lie  old  ones  with  the  Baine  intensity. 

It  liad  by  no  oieaoB  eaca[)ed  the  notice  of  the  soath, 
how  enocesefiil  iiativist  propagandiem  had  been,  among  tlie 
oppouentfi  uf  slavery.  But  while  the  Greeleys,  Wades, 
Giddings,  Xiocoliers  and  others  sav  in  this  only  a  lament- 
able thiniiin^ic  <*''  their  owo  raults,  the  south  was  not  less 
disfAtielic-d  with  it,  because  it  saw  tliat  it  %-aa  an  hifcction 
of  the  originally  ounDCrratiro  party.  It  did  not  ignore 
that  tlw  adoption  of  tlic  nativisl  principle  did  not,  by 
any  ineanft,  imply  a  convoreion  to  the  belief  in  finality, 
and  that,  tltcrvfurc,  the  stronj^  accession  to  it  of  etenients 
opposed  to  slavery,  prevented  the  consolidation  of  the 
party  under  any  wml  all  circiimstiinces,  and  coald  not,  in 
cjinsetjiit'nc«,  hnt  cheek  the  development  of  its  poww. 
And  was  it  not,  at  least,  jnitt  as  probable  that,  in  tlie  in- 
tvrnal  conilicta  which  wonid  necessarily  arise  over  this 
question,  the  "  fanatics  "  would  make  pn>aelyte8  among 
tho  oonscrvativee,  as  that  the  former  would  bo  drawn  over 
by  tliceet  In  Illinois,  tho  **  Jonathans,"  who  were  uppo- 
nent«  of  slavery  but  not  of  the  jnnnli^rsnts,  provided  tho 
latter  claimed  to  owe  no  obedience  to  tho  Pope  in  matters 
temporal,  were  opposed  by  the  "Sams"  who  advocated 
the  whole  uativist  programme,  b»t  who  in  the  slaverr 
q^uestiun  assumed  the  finality  stsiidpoint,  or  were  dough- 

anU-Nobnuka  iuOT«tnf)tiI  in  Indiana  aud  Now  Jeni*j,  anil  ihn  altnoM 
iaeslrkabk  "lulMrmiMiittenlA  in  wjiich  II  b»»  involved  it  lu_  Pviiaajrl- 
vania.  .  .  Ayv,  Know  KoihlnjciiMii  ia  divtilt^l,  ami  cnniiniim  lo 
diridr,  lb«  trM  stales,  aad  niil«M  ila  pnw^r  Im  linili^n  bcfnreMXt' 
Not  eintjor,  H  will  lajr  tb«tt  prnelrala  ftjcaio  at  lk«  CsM  of  lh«  llsre 
powac." 


TUK  poernoH  or  p&btibs. 
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faces;  and,  after  a  sov-crc  struggle,  th«  "Jonathans" 
HftnniiKK]  victora  in  the  "Cfluncil"  of  the  state.'  In 
Uaiue,  t<M>,  tbe  ujifKiiicotd  of  slavery  hftd  t)m  prepondcr- 
ftnoe,  aiid.  in  Ma.«ftiic!miiL*tt>,  the  inbors  of  t!m  leaden*  were 
from  the  first,  directed  U)wai-d»  mtikiug  tlie  partir  a  lotil 
in  the  ecrrice  of  the  aiili-slayery  movemcuL"  It  19, 
thcrpfore,  not  Mirprising  that,  while  Greeley  and  others 
deiumrioxl  Kiiow-Nothitigi^in  as  the  murtal  eueinyof  that 
tnuvetniMil,  it  wu  oxlcDgivclj  claimed,  in  the  aonth,  that 
it  was  a  coti federate  of,  and  poworfuUj  promoted,  abolition- 
ism." Hoth  riews  wero  hnfetl  on  facte,  but  both  took  only 
ft  pitrt  uf  the  <I«ciiitve  fnetit  into  coneiileratioD. 

At  DO  other  time  had  piirty  a^air^  in  the  United  States 
presented  so  nuclear  a  picture  as  at  this  moment  Thej 
were  a  etratige  medley,  in  which  the  color  tones,  spite  of 

*  OompaTQ  Uie  Cliiea)[o  Danaent.  Srd  mud  4tb  of  Mk)-,  IfSS. 

'The  Uc«toiiCVuri«r  wrilc«:  "Tkclvadcr*  vf  Iho  pariT  nre  ()«ter- 
miuMl  to  make  (li»  party  ia  M  aitHachu»«iu  ilmrouglily  Btiit-«liiv«iy." 
Ciiwl  by  Ha«iWpl«n,  loc.  eil,  p.  S»5. 

*  la  Ilia  «ildrw>  of  Uie  democratic  eieoaiire  coimnittM  of  VbTEinia, 
ilrpAijy  uuntioiiml,  ve  read:  "The  elections  la  which  Xhej  (tha 
Ifootr  NothLDi;i>  tiavo  alr««df  triamplied  nffoid  tu  lulllciGnt  data  to 
tafpr  iheir  (lolicy  uimo  tlie  most  liapuntnl  <::X  these  BUbJecls — slavery. 

"  Kdow  Noibingism  ius  l>ad  its  origin  nnd  growili  in  ili»M  quartLirs 
of  th«  Untoti  wli«re  AbolltloaiMn  Is  uiusl  poweri\il^  At  tti«  *ery  io- 
(lani  llial  IvDuw  Niitbln^siu  1im  »w«ijI  (tr«r  lbs  noo  sUvelioliling 
BtslH.  AlxdiUoaiun  hss  acquired  an  aicendcucy  to  wlilcli  It  nev«r  t)6- 
Ibre  iwplrH.  ET«ry  (>lectioi]  in  irhicb  nnrtlicm  Knr>n-  Nulliio^iKiu 
liaii  u^iumptivd.  liu  enurfd  to  tlia  beui*l1t  ol  AbolUioQlim.  Ewry  In- 
■livldual  whom  the  iioribein  Know  Nolliitigs  liav«  oIoc1«h1  to  «iUier 
Ivaucli  »i  the  ri^lr-nil  ttrL-iiilHluri',  in  ctnimilliMl  to  llii:  luotit  rlolfiit 
rteva  of  the  Abolitionists  They  hate  proetiated,  wberever  llioy  liail 
tlie  power  tu  do  so,  tlia  sntnc  taca  whom  llic  At)oliUooi*l«  wUbed  to 
proiirate.  They  liave  BU:italQed  every  man  whocD  the  Atxilitioaista 
wished  to  uve.  Know  Noihinf;i«iii,  In  llio  n«r*Ddaiit  lliroujB;boiit  tba 
aoa-«tarnliol(linjc  ftues,  does  do!  elevate  into  ]>oi*er  a  bId^Ic  friend  tci 
ibe  •oqUi.  ErrrTurber^  lliey  ere  doing  tlie  wo(k  which  Atnlltiaiiiiun 
li»s  been  iiniaf4.-e!urully  atletDptIng  Tor  yeara.  And  yet  we  ere  re. 
qulrwl  10  iMlieve  tliul  they  were  oot  oigsiiinNl  to  pcifurm  llib  parL" 
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their  glaring  contraste,  flowed  together  in  sticli  inanifald 
and  euch  ditterunt  ways,  that  it  vraa  impossible  to  fix  tbeio; 
and  at  tlm  frame  time  tliuir  aggreguto  cburacler  changed 
in  the  most  reinarkHhle  manner  witli  every  changp  <if  the 
vUual  Biigic  of  tlic  olwervtT. '  I  fence  th«  pusiills  wf  ttw 
election  might,  in  the  best  of  faith,  be  to  a  certain  extent 
very  difii-rcntly  judged.  Strphen*'  awertion  that  they 
conhl  not  be  ileulared  a  oondeniualloii  of  the  Kniifiaa- 
Nebraiika  bJJl  was  by  iiu  means  entirely  baselesE,  tor,  where 
pnre  Know-Nuthingiem  prevailed,  a  great  many  decided 
opponents  of  the  bill  were  not  re-elected,  and  iwme  friends 
of  it  were  again  eeut  to  wngrefie.'     Bat,  on  the  other 


<  DonftwHid:  "Tbc  fact  U.  auci  llie  Eenilcroao  (Wncle)  koowsU, 
lli&t  in  lU«  frcu  MttklM  tlierti  liiu  Iwca  iin  nllisnc*'.  1  trill  nut  eay  wli^iber 
holy  or  tmboly.  at  th«  rec«iit  ^lectlone.  In  Umt  alliaot^  lb«y  l>ad  ■ 
crucible  inio  which  ibey  poured  Abnlitionistn,  3[iiiito  litinor  luw-isiii, 
anil  wliat  iliere  waa  )eti  of  nonlirrn  WhlgUu),  and  then  ib«  Proifwraai 
f««ling  against  the  Catholic,  and  llie  nut  ire  f^liog  agalasi  lh»  for«l  gncr. 
All  lliem  «1etnrnl«  were  molted  dimn  ia  iliat  crucible,  aoil  Ibcr  rvai^i 
was  wlial  wa»  called  iLe  Fusion  part^-.  That  cnifilble.  In  wliicb  IbcM 
varioun  ricmrnu  werv  itirlltnl,  totved.diMl  unilvd  wna,  la  cvoi^-  iDftaacv, 
a  Know  Koihing  lodge."    Comgr.  Globe,  Sd  Sen.  38d  Congr.,  App^ 

p.  ai«. 

'"Sir,  il  Ib  [kthloaable  lo  talk  alioul  your  anllNclinuka  triutnplia 
Id  tb«  ft«*  aiHi««:  but  I  «liould  lilif>  to  Itnnv  a  tuao  Id  nay  fte«  aUM 
oT  ihia  Lininn  wlium  ili«  anll-Nebriuha  uen  liar^  eWted  to  «itli«r 
bouse  of  cungrcw*.  wltuwu  aot  elected  by  the  Know  NnihlDgaf  I  mIc 
any  Mnaior  present  to  point  mo  to  a  man  of  iliem  wlio  did  nut  rvcvire 
lh«  Know  MolbiagTAto?  Will  tb«  Mnnlar  frou  MuMiiKrliUMcltAfMr. 
Wibou)  aay  ilial  It  was  autl-NebrtukaiHin  ibat  »fin  him  lii-r* !  Wai  It 
the  nnti-Nvbraaka  fueling  Ibut  Iwat  evpry  aoli'Ni*l)raiika  itipiiib«>r  In 
HawachuMlts  who  wwacandidalvfi-r  re-elv<:li<mT  That  tioaruf  the 
aiitt-NVlirasknTirtnrirs  wbicbanrnptdicnof.  wliorea  vlioledelxifailon. 
arraying  UioiiiHilmt  und«r  ihe  black  bnuaer  nf  AbiilUlonlvui,  aiKl 
fighting  Mefataaka,  wrr«  ail  awopl  away,  nud  another  dclegitlon,  uad«r 
atttmllarblnck  liann«ir.  ar«  tococna  In  itielr  platnt  .  .  yixi  Ikmu 
thai  yoo  t>*«l  ijvery  N«bra«ka  ncmooral  in  Ohio  at  th*  last  *lirct1ci|i; 
an<l  you  might  have  added  that  you  beat  every  antt-Ntbnakn  IVmo. 
crai  also,  becauae  th«  Know  14oUiingK  dvinaoded  other  UMa     I,ook 
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rlmnd,  it  was  not  & 


iilent  tliat,  in  the  twrlvc  free 


mero  »peii 

!  IiikJ  tnken  ptiit^,  decidM  oiiponcnlB 
of  the  bill  bad,  in  alnutac  every  instnnce,  ^e«n  elected,  for 

■  tlieyowed  tlit^ir  election  not  ailely  to  (Iieir  Know-Nothing- 
fsm  bnt  Urgety  to  their  poeition  on  the  Kaneos-I^ebniiakA 
qDC«tion.  Eren  the  northern  ">'ebrascal9"  Vheinselves 
had  recognized  that,  in  tlie  north,  the  interest  of  freedom 
virnn  the  dominant  feeling  in  the  electorftl  campaign,  for 
they  had,  evtrj- where  in  the  north,  emphatically  claimed 
that  the  hill  wiut  an  act  in  favor  of  freedom.'  Besides,  all 
the  eloctions  had  gone  against  the  adininistratlon,  and  u 
the  udminislration  wan  iileiuifie*!  with  tli*-  Mil,  the  policj 
iDCorpirated  in  it  received  from  this  fact  a  heavy  nlthough 
indirect  hlow. 

It  wa^,  however,  a  demonfttrahle  and  plain  untnith  that 
the  dufejit  was  limited  to  this.     The  viclorions  oppwition 

fvna  only  a  eoalitiou,  and  the  elements  of  which  it  cod- 
eiatcd  were  determined  by  snch  ditTerent  motives,  that  it 
waa  iirijMeeible  it  cotild  last.  But  Don^'las  knew  well 
enoagh  that  the  fneion  party  did  not,  as  he  claimed,  owe  its 
ritality  only  to  Knovr-Nothingi^m.*      It  was  true  that  a 

\  Orcr  all  1h«  t«c«ii1  electlonK,  and  whei^rer  you  will  bIiow  mc  od« 
I  ITebruka  member  of  ihe  Iioum  cm  down,  I  will  ahow  j-ou,  I  lUink, 
'nculy  twfffor  iLiip  iiull-Ni-brnfkK  ni«n  dcfc«ic<I  kt  tlio  mitic  elcciiuu 
b]r  Ui^e  uiiii«  cauaea  "     l)ouglfl!>.  Ill .  p.  215. 

'Tlie  IWntil  FfM  Ptt*»  hi»4  written,  cvsn  bofor*  ihp  ndopiion  of 
iha  Itlll:  "Mr.  Dnii|;In»'i>  bill  Is  ibe  freaieet advance  movement  In  ilie 
illrertlon  of  buRuin  Tieeclom  thu  bn«  \n>vt\  inads  sioce  tlip  iulo|itiuit  »f 
the  connlilulioo."  The  oriiclc  printed  in  lUe  N.  Y.  Trilmne  of  M«y 
18,  1B34,  comialoi  all  tb«  argunients  bjr  meirni  of  wliicb  ll  wsa  again 
I  tou^lii  tn  itfom  tba  bold  ojMrtloo. 

*  "  Whu  we  liad  to  flgbt  «t  tb«  north,  wu  Domloslty  a  Fiuion  port}-, 
but  the  oiipnitation  wsh  \\m»  Kikiw  Nniliing  coiinciU-  lu  mIioI* 
vltalliy,  iu  9nerKy.  aod  iU  )>ower,  tiaw  simply  from  the  fnct  ibnt  iis 
Inconiiruoas  Ftrtucntt.  wblcli  wcir  1o  be  mouldo^  into  nvtv  lintinoiiiotis 
boad,  Mnltl  U-  luminblMl  ol  Ww  ilark  liour  of  die  nighi.  wben  booest 
peopla  were  uleep,  and  tbff«,  uodcr  the  prcttclioo  of  tli«  moft  bnr- 
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InTge  Bltare  of  the  rietories  could  not  bare  been  sclilered, 
if  the  ooneervatire  part  of -the  Know  Nothings,  a&  to  the 
slavery  question,  had  not  helped  win  tliein,  bnt,  eptte  of 
this,  thvre  was  as  little  \-italitj  in  EnoH--N'otbingt8iu  as  in 
the  fanaticism  of  the  teinpemnce  movement;  the  onlj  ele- 
ment in  tlie  mixtnre  that  Imil  any  vitality  and,  therefore, 
any  hope  of  a  fntnre,  was  the  idea  representative  of  oppo>^ 
sittOD  to  the  slavoci'iicy.  Hut  it^  viuUity  snppo^ed  the' 
absence  of  vitality  of  Know-Notliingisin,  whose  internal 
disftolutioD  kept  pace  with  its  external  soccece.  In  the 
north}  the  party,  vith  its  victories,  and  tu  §ota«  extent, 
becaoM  of  them,  fell  away  from  its  origtniU  convervntiflm 
on  the  slavery  question,  and,  henoe,  the  Knov  Xuthinga 
were,  doring  the  elections  of  1854:,  one  parly,  only  in 
name.  Tlic  separation  of  the  win^  of  the  psriy  from  its 
body  had  begnn,  for  they  had  become  oonscions  that  tliey 
had  that  which  was  common  to  them  Ie»»  at  heart  than 
that  which  divided  them.  Singleton  of  Mis»ig&i])pi,  u*** 
able,  flitliough  he  did  not  belong  to  the  party,  to  so  de<!lure, 

rible  oalbs  to  obMrr*  aecrcoy,  plan  ftod  ptoi,  aad  pl«dge  th^mwlvesto 
die  execution  of  icheines  wliicb  ao  bofuM  man  woidd  nrrer  tltnt  to 
proclnim  to  the  world  or  avow  in  lb(>  light  of  d»/.  Tlioa.  Ity  ■mingem 
tod  tstrvr*,  mta  persODiJIy  botliI«,  w«r«  fomd  lo  set  luKctliei — nta 
wliowereltkeudvoctieaof  idverseuid  irrecoDcl1alil«  political  (lieocles. 
«rereap[>Ar<'Dt1;tii<ni)(]«tlinlaOD*eomnionbrotlicrl>onil;  Kod  ultlioagb 
tbef  ntiirlil  not  approve  of  tb«  objecta.  y<tl,  \m\ug  buuDi)  bjr  a«(hs  lo 
olw^  orden  nnd  vols  u  lb»y  w«r>  directed,  they  r«]t  coDHralnffd  lo 
yl«ld  olNKll<>nc«  under  th«  i«rrorB  or  being  brondod  ••  tnitors  utd  per 
Jan-ra,  at  yuur  Liltlrjobos  and  ulhor  recreoDIa  have  b^en  Tor  Totlof 
for  Mr.  S^nrnrd"     Congr  Globe,  Sd  Seu,:iSd  Congr.,  App.,  p.  SlQ. 

To  tbU  I*nw«Dtl«B  r«pli*J :  "  I  wouUI  pnlDl  blm  to  tb«  elvdioa  In 
Oooarolicut,  .  .  .  to  the  eleciloo  nt  Inst  jrear  (ISt^)  >d  New  Bamp- 
■blre,  whbcli  took  plncc  b*riiri>  Know  Noibin^fiin  waa  Iteurd  of;  to  tba 
election  in  Maine,  with  wliitb  that  orsnniintlon  bad  litUa  or  Dolhlac 
to  do;  to  tlif  election  In  Itbotir  t»lani] ;  m  iIm?  Hvctloa  lo  Ne«r  York, 
a  cootc«l  whlnb  reanlted  In  seDdlng  tn;  bunurable  Mend  (Mr  $««raid) 
iMukioibia  plnce  Tor  ati  yean;  and  let  blm  aak  biniaetf  U  Eoov 
Nodiinpim  produced  tboee  reaolta  UiereT"    ].  c. 


I 


in  the  Dkmc  of  tho  soiitliern  Knuw  Nothings,  witlioiit 
l*iiig  conlrttJietfd  by  tliem.'  And  tlio  Wutxweter  £wn- 
mff  Joutnal  prondlj  prodaiiiied  that  the  party  did  oot 
need  to  deny  it^  frioudsliip  fur  freedom  proved  in  all  the 
elections  in  the  nortlierti  states,  fur  it  did  not  want  the 
wiulliLTti  states  m  ordwr  to  trimmih  in  the  next  presidential 
election.'  In  opi>o«ition  to  tliis,  the  New  York  Herald 
clainiud  that  it  visa  an  ea&y  matter  to  purity  the  [wirty  frotQ 
the  hut  traces  of  clie  abolitionist  doctrines  and  connections 
vlijch  still  cleaved  to  it,  and  thus  to  insure  ite  victory,  in 
the  iiiipeoding  national  electoral  battle.*     The  claims  of 

*  "  I  proclaim  to  Ihe  world  lh»i  th*j-  will  not  MulOry  tli«mB«1v««  by 
■uy  iiirli  (-nnnoctlAo;  tbat  \\ws  will  nnt  bo  cbraird  into  iiny  such 
DDlinly  Rlllsncei.  Wbil«  tbef  hftve  orgniiiKPd  Know  NnthiDg  lodges, 
vllb  B  tucmbonbip  iiutn«i<iui  Bott  rvvpecUblc,  &ad.  it  maj  be,  with 
coouoIHd);  poUilcal  power  yet  hi  membera  aoatli  cut  Iibt«  no  {reWn^ 
or  priDciplMCommoB  with  Wunn  nf  tho  nnrth.  nod  tli«i  onlnr  can  b>v« 
iw  niHiuDBlhy.  A  ftOiillieni  tiiaii  wit)  uever  oxueiit  to  be  found  Id 
Hdvt  conclave  with  a  Htirlinganie,  a  Wiltno.  a  Fogg,  or  a  Wilmni 
pIMliiig  tb*  d^siructino  of  tlaverr."     lb  ,  p.  S70. 

'"Tbo  0>ll»wiDg  >Utea.  w«  know,  can  he  cjuriM  to^n;  bf  the 
AiD«f  lean  portjr,  and  we  anacb  ta  each  tli«  number  of  ti>i««  Ui»y  ar« 
catlUt^  lo:  Ponnitylvania  37,  MajHucbiuu'ttit  13,  llaina  M,  E>«lawar«3, 
K»w  ivney  X  IlllDOis  II.  iDdlooa  13.  Rhode  l&land  ^  New  Tork  S3. 
ObloSS,  Cnnomticui  S,  Now  Haiiipubim  6,  VormoBt  5 — making  In  all 
100  alMlonl  *«tea,  l>eit>i,'  eleven  u)4>rv  than  are  reqolre*!  fur  the  election 
of  prealdeoL  Tbvee  flpir»  »bi>w,  that,  aa  a  pnrly.  we  nrr  indepeDdent 
«f  any  aontli«ni  anpport  vbaiever.  and  Iherefore  the  tentpiauoa  or  tb« 
Bccesally  of  UddlDf  for  soutbrrn  votes  do«a  not  existi  for  the  two 
^r«at  slatfvof  iha  Union  are  now  aecured  lo  the  American  P*n7 
Maryland  and  Virginia  are  anre  to  go  for  lb«  Araerirao  tickel;  but 
witboni  liiu  aid  of  a  t>ingle  toi«  fnim  tbeac  alinnsl  DOflhem  slaleai,  we 
aball  alect  In  IM«  an  American  precideot.  Tbo  Blaverj-  quetilan  can- 
not affect  the  Americaii  party :  f<>r  its  whole  power,  and  all  lu  hope, 
■re  oonh  of  Maaon  and  OUoo'a  line.  Iia  a^plrailona  are  forftveidon: 
■ad  wbeti  thi>  parljr  i«  accnaed  of  Iwing  {iriMtlMvery,  let  ita  defenden 
poiol  ibi;  tn-a  who  ottered  ibe  tiaae  lie  \a  erery  election  tlial  liaa 
oecorred  iloce  ihe  parlj:  aprung  into  exitieiMW."    t.  r. 

*  "thft  Know  Nirfblnga  cDter«]  Into  Ilie  late  election*  aida  by  aide 
wHta  the  anti-alaTery  foioea  rallied  tbroagbom  ibeoorUiopnattaeaati' 
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the  two  joui-nals  were  gross  and  Qridctit  exaggerations, 
but  both  claims  hitd  a  correctly  appreciated  fact  a«  a  basis. 
The  Evening  Journal  was  rigKt  in  coneidcritig  tlie  ol^J 
ment  of  the  parlv  friendly  to  froedoin  to  he  so  jtowerfal, 
6cU'>rt-liant  hikI  true  to  its  ootivictions,  tliiit  it  could  auvcr 
be  indnced  to  court  the  faror  of  the  sotith  hy  flntturing  tlie 
slavDcrHcy;    mid  the  Herald  was  right  in  the  couviclion 
that  tlte  cuuftervative  Know  Nothings  of  the  north  would 
uo  longer  go  with   the  antt-slavery  wing,  as  they  wc 
compelled  to  choose  between   them   and   their  sonthem 
{>Brty  iLj^ooiAtes.     This  only  was  still  doiihtfiiU    by  whatj 
side  the  initiative  in  the  breach  wonld  bo  takon^  and  when  i 
it  would  be  an  accomplished  fact     Even  before  the  close 
of  the  second  sesiion  of  the  S3rd  congress,  the  party  Ui 
Income  divided  into  two  groups,  to  snub  an  extent  that' 
the  original  alarm  created  by  ita  victories,  had  changed 
into  a  conviction  that  it  had,  in  the  elections  of  1864 
reached  the  zenith  of  its  power.     But,  not  only  that, 
tlai-ocracy  at  least  bad  already  recognized  ilmt  the  dlsap-' 
pearance  of  the  party  from  the  stage  of  politics  would  not 
restore  the  st/itus  ante.     Spite  of  all  the  fair  worda  of  the 
Conservatives  and  all  the  smooth  sophistry  of  the  northern 
Democrats,  it  had  become  clear  that  this  foolish  interlude 
of  Know-Xothingism  was  one  of  the  signs  of  the  times 
which  presnged  no  good.     Rniley  of  Georgia  empharipAllj . 
repelled  the  vain  efforts  made  to  deny  the  great  intiaom 


IVcbraslu  fUrur  ...  A  nnl«molni!nn  ud  unliynr  action  on  iJie 
part  at  tbe  Dorlhern  Enow  Nmliliig*  sr«  all  ihat  )s  oow  ivHnlc4  to 
cleanae  Ihoir  ekirls  nf  lb«  last  remalomK  v«ittii;t-9  of  ttoti4lavcr;  i 
trinp*  and  afflllalkma.  .  .  .  Such  cAinliimtilKnBoraDtl-aUrirjni 
atxl  Kuow  Nothing*  hat«  bad  ia  view  tbo  criiBliiag  out  tbp  greaie^L 
Imbooile  ipalh  coalition  at  Waahlngton.  and  in  ihla  llgbl  llioy  may  tw 
ro«Mitd«r<'d  a*  tha  atctaaurf  prellmlnar;  steps  In  elParlDi;  thn  track  for 
tliv  imijecied  nallooal  reTqittition  of  1S34."  Cited  by  IlntuMeloa,  A 
HLeIoi;  of  the  PoilUcal  Cainpal^  Id  Virginia.  In  IctU,  |i,«&i. 
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ihc  Kan«i*"XL-brii3ka  Vitt  liad  liiid  oii  tlie  iedtie  of 

cle(!liuti-i,t  but  the  object   of  lii^   fraukiies&   was   to 

JSP  lo  till*  uiipIen-Tiiit  fiict  the  one  thing  on  which  the 

hiith  ]mi  nlwny»  fallen  bnck, — threats.     It  was  deserving 

5f  s|*c!nl  notice  that  he  now  held  ont  tlie  tlircjit  of  the 

Cieurj^ia  plHtforin,  which  h»d  been  calletl   the  Union  plnU 

WrmJ 

Know-Xotliipj'isni  Hisupnonrpil,  witliont  hnving  accoin- 

tigliiMl  tht* least  thitif^jigniiiMt  iiiiiiii^raiits  mbtptud  citizens 

Cxtliolicii,  and  vet  it  niutit  not  be  compared  to  a  meteor 

liob  ehone  resplendent  for  a  niornmil,  and  then  vAnistied 

iving  n'»  truce  bebird  it.     It  hftd  a  grent  effect.     What 

iwae  niainlj  intended  to  prevent, it  pi)\vcc!nllrpi>3inoted. 

le  formation  of  a  new  party,  on  the  basis  of  the  slavery 

ut^btinn.    »-}iich   had    become    unavoidable,  had,  indeed, 

ecu  soniinvbat  delaytMl  by  its  rise,  but, on  tlic  other  liond, 

;  hadt  by  greatly  biiatening  the  process  of  the  dissolution 

the  old  pHTticA.  <-lcun-d  the  wny  and  prepared  the  soil 

ir  aacb  a  new  party.     This  was  soon  ignored  only  where 

it  will!  ardently  wished  to  see  the  ball  wliieh  liad  been  set 

roll  ing  come  to  a  standstill,  for  the  new  process  of  cryalal- 

liziilioi)  wan  only  rendered  slower  l>nt  not  prevented  by 

iio    spring-tide  of    Know-Notltin^'i^in;    tlie     lirst     firm 


I  "  II  h«  '>een  coDt(»niIo[l  npon  Ihi*  Qonr  And  HMwher*,  by  ditlin- 

Blsbed  ernllrmeD,  that  Ihc  KBn^aAftiid  N«t>ra§ka  que«lloa  hml  tut 

ll*.  If  anj,  iDllaenc^  In  ttie  iaiP  rilwil»iiii:  ^^l  I  am  i-MnM ruined  lu 

in^vajnOiorwlM:  and  Tram  Um  ovid«oc<<  urjiich  Iia«  I>»«r  adtlucMl, 

ah  ray  coaflcdons.  U  wimld  be  tbe  wunl  ilnjilidiy  lo  Klienipl.  ly 

mlmwai,  lo  lull  ihn  fnar*  of  Ihe  gotill]  "    CoDer   Glolw.  2il  S«« . 

t\>*itcf.,  App.,  p.  :fi». 

[■"Tliis  i|UFMiua,  nbdvu  nllDlliffH,  I  dpsire  lo  e©c  iliii  envemmcnl 

:  in  toiK-li  Willi  lifminf  lntenli')ns.As  tho  atate  n{  Goo.-sln,  In  eon -'en- 

nonf  ttii*  poap)»,  hni  (lortnrivt  ih«  ultitnatuin  iipi^n  wbicli  she  will 

BlM-|»uM-  lb*-  liif:bptil  p'tn-cr  ufUor  soverelKtiijr;  uicl  I  a*ll  jrnn   doI  to 

'  her  pntietKv  or  rci|ulra  bar  (o  tstt  bnforv  the  w>rM  tb«  niucnrilj 

rbcr  proTortons."     lU,  p.  890. 
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(letioBite  tn  that  proct-KS  were  made  wblTe  nativUm  vat  at 
its  height. 

In  (■Vbruttry  and  March,  1854,  88  Wilnon  relfttea.' 
WIii^ffH,  Frpe-Soilers  aud  Democrats  made  the  licjjinning, 
in  Ki|"'ii,  Wisconsin,  of  tlie  formfttion  of*  new  j«*i-ty.  In 
\  meeting  held  by  thoin  on  the  30th  of  Mareh,  it  wa«  pro- 
posed to  call  it  the  Ucpublican  party,  and  the  lack  it  laii) 
out  for  itst-'lf  was  tlic  confinement  of  slavery  within  its 
preuunt  limita.  It  may  be — Wi!iK>n  leiivea  it  uuccrtnin— 
that  to  that  tthnoBt  unlciiowo  spot,  in  the  Far  Woet,  bclongt 
the  glory  of  having  taken  tJie  first  step  on  the  road  which 
led  to  an  event  in  ihe  world's  history,  the  raorc  remote 
effects  of  which  cannot,  even  in  car  day,  ho  fuHy  eati- 
maied.  But  the  iropnlse  to  the  dtMtd,  to  pn^naut  with 
conite([neiiceB,  waB  not  giren  in  that  plnce  in  fta  hnniMe 
ftehoolhituse,  but  in  dozens  and  dozeii-t  of  phic«8  at  the 
same  time,  for  there  was  no  <inesLion  here  of  an  accident, 
diseoviTT  ur  siiddL'ii  enlijfhteunii^iit.  People  only  now  began 
to  do  what  for  years  was  loudly  declared  do»irablo,  artd 
they  at  last  proceediMl  from  wonia  to  decdn,  becau«e  the 
latest  events  bad  awakened  the  ooiiviution  that  it  had 
bueouie  n  nece^isity. 

Tlie  day  after  the  ado^.tion  of  the  Kansas- Nebruflkft 
bill,  aboat  thirty  members  of  the  house  of  representAtive* 
met,  in  conference.  The  result  of  tht-tr  consultation  wis 
the  resi.luiion  to  tnke  the  organ  izuliou  of  a  new  pnrty  in 
band,  for  tlio  renKon  thnt  there  was  no  longtu-  any  liope 
that  the  old  ones  oould  enccessfiiily  oppose  the  growing 
encroachments  of  the  llavocracy;  here  too  the  name  ••  Re- 
publican party"  was  contemplated.  In  tlic  conrse  of  (he 
summer,  people  set  aboat  the  aame  work,  with  more  or 
less  sncwii,  in  several  other  states— Wiwonsin.  New 
nHmp*>bir^.  Inilirttiii.  Ohio.  Cooneclicni,  Iowa    and    eiipe- 

>  EOm  aud  Fidl  at  tli«  Sl&rg  Pontf  ij,  Aiaerki,  pp.  Oil,  HO, 
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iaily  Vermont  and  Micliigsn.  Not  only  were  coalitions 
ffnpmed,  but  it  was  eouglit  to  effect  real  fusions,  and  ihej 
vere  either  immediately  made  or  tlio  way  was  so  far  pre- 
pared for  thoin,  tliat  they  ciitilil  eerliiinly  bo  brought  aL>ont 
ut  the  tirec  impiiUo.'  Id  ^icv  York,  an  Anti-Nehr(i#ka 
nvcntjon  was  iiold  at  Suratoga,  ou  tho  IStb  of  Aagnet, 
vrbich  jo}-fuUy  greeted  the  conrsu  of  the  frienda  of  free- 
^doiD,  ill  tlto  other  states  iinmcd,"  )>tit  a  motion  tliiit  the 
convention  it«e]f  should  inimcdifitriy  fnllow  thvir  cxtiinple 
was  laid  on  the  table,  amid  grcut  vonfnsion.'  In  Aiil>iimt 
a  motion  of  Snow's  to  esutiiliah  a  Rcjiublienn  party,  inde- 
pendent of  all  party  organ ixfitioim  in  tlie  stnle,  wii*  iigsin 
'laid  on  the  talile,  and  it  waa  resolved  lo  aecepl  the  Whig 
ist  of  caiididiites.  But  the  convention  was,  nevertheless, 
ot  entirely  without  result,  so  far  as  the  new  movement 
concerned,  for  another  ret^oiiilion  was  adopted  which 
invited  dctegates  of  the  free  states  to  a  convention  to  be 
)ield  at  Syracttse,  on  the  'ith  of  July,  1S36,  id  order  to  nom- 
inate candidates  for  tho  presidoucy  and  vicc-preeidcncy.* 


*  Ifoineoribe  deialls  mar  1>e  r*ail    In  Wllaoa   loC-  clu,  pp.  411-418. 

ft  ol«o  Jultnn,  rnlillcal  Ittiflrcl ions.  |>|i.  113,  144. 

'  Tbe  »eTeiilb  ot  Ibi?  r^tolulioDH  iuov«d  by  QrMl«y  la  lb«  oaina  of 

llie  bnaiDCM  cttmoilttco  rev] :    "  Thnt  w«  hcnrtUy  spiirore  \\v  njunv 

l»r  tha  fre«nien   at  ConDmMlcut.  VermoaT,  Iowa.  Ohio.  Indtioa.  Wis- 

[conaio.  u*l  Micliifjoa,  iwlpanlog  ordiiiTgnrtllag  Ihoir  misor  difl«r- 

[fncoi  tif  o|i!i>u>n  uf  prrfereiii-4'.  and  scilag;  tugeilier  oordlallj  and 

,  ttnjilingly  in  llie  sacred  caUHe  nf  froHoin,  of  lYvo  labor  nntl  IY«a  suil, 

■Dil  ite  vuinmciid  ibrir  s|iiril  to  Uiu  freeiiivu  of  thb  and  tither  etatee, 

■ihoniag  eacb  to  ren-iimcp   bis  party  whenever  und  wliFrrr^r  Ibat 

..party  prortt*  anrflitiiful  to  human  fr««dom."    The  N.  T.  Trihvnt,  Au- 

eut  IT.  1854. 

*Tb0  usual  cisprfssion  "  toeainlnal*"  vaa^not  unlnlput tonally,  not 

I  OMof.     The  "ordlog  was:  "Charged  witb  Ih^duly  of  prftMnU 

[faig  candldflica  for  malr  offlrcr*  Ui  bn  aupjioned  ai  ilie  ennulns  ol«c- 

Iltia"     U-T.  KayrontMi  has  befors  said:    ■■'We  iww  propoaa  lo  b«  a 

'^arty  U>  coulrol  IxAh  Ibe  other  paniM'  platibrms." 

• "  Itaaolved,  Thut  w»  i^comni'^Qd  Uiat  •  cooveotlna  of  dolcgaltw 
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"With  all  tliU,  nothing  inu  achiered.  bnt  tlie  way  va« 
prepRi>cd  for  a  great  deal.  Tlieeo  doings  were  only  gtrnis. 
Unt  the^  were  germs  capable  of  deTelopment,  and  it  could 
be  all  the  mnre  conBdently  expected  ttmt  tliey  would 
develop  powerfuIlT,  as  the  cliief  nnthors  and  leaders 
of  the  movement  neither  imder-e*ti muted  nor  ovcr-«iti- 
saated  these  6i-3t  eticcessea.  The  goal,  the  Tribune  Bud, 
OD  the  6th  of  March,  1S65,  conld  not  be  reached  at  tW 
firet  On&et;  the  friend&  of  tlie  anti-slavery  inovemfiiit  wtnilit 
bare  to  expect  reverses,  bat  might  look  into  the  futun- 
full  of  confidence,  for  resistance  to  tlie  alavocmc^ 
beyond  all  contingences:  a  firm  and  permanent  bsflis  for 
[t  bad  been  obtained.'  Tlirtte  Bcntencea  deMribed  the  lit- 
QBtion  verj  well.  The  lading  of  the  foundation  had  been 
begun,  and  it  was  imbeddt'd  $o  derptj  that  it  wm  ablo  to 
support  a  8tnictnrQ  capiiblu  of  re&iKtIng  the  combined 
ODBlanght  of  the  slavocracy.  of  the  dougUfncea  and  (]uiet- 
esta.   The  greater  the  8Uc«,'k»  achieved  by  the  Know  is^oth- 


tnm  1h«  frm  Mtale>  ciurI  Id  nnmbvr  to  tb»ir  rcprcs«nUllv-p«  In  can- 
t-tt»s  roiip«citvf1_v  be  held  at  il>«  cltjr  of  Syncnso  on  the  Fonnh  i>f 
July,  1KA.  lo  nnuiinale  GHodiiiaivN  for  Uia  preiltlency  and  vico  |in-iti- 
deao)- or  the  United  StalM  for  tlie  aext  pr«ald«&lial  election."  Tlie 
N.  v.  Trtbatu^  tSepr  ST.  16M.    On  the  effort  mads  In  MaiiMcliu>«lu 

10  ettabllali  a  RepubliOflo  pnrty,  sm  Wilsno,  loa,  ciu.  pp.  414,  41$. 
'"The  Mill-alaverj  tnuvcinrnt  ia  no  loojrvT  at  the  mercj  or  apM- 

nodic  and  Irregular  forces.   Ic  lias  got  a  relininiM  mou))>niani  from  lu 
own  action  ili«t  secures  It  sfcalnit  obsn'UCllon  trom  oppotlnj;  Inflnmii 
hoirafief.     Il  cannot  be  iirrc<.ipd  or  again  sDbordinated  to  otbvr  imiili 
ral  ltsue«.    lliia  \*  the  ^oat  rm-l  evolved  from  the  olcetion*  of  MAI.' 
We  e«tpecl»l!yc<*mmpoil  it  lo  tlie  Know  Notliiog  iiian»;:vra.    .    .    now 

11  fsUvTTj  is  the  aliiiirtiint;  nnti  iiv«n>tiai)owlD);  qurmioti  in  Otir  polU 
lie*.  Tills  |>o«iiloB  II  vrill  couiiuue  lo  occupy  till  elllipr  the  natlnnal 
tuveiuuiiiit  is  divorc*^  tnm  tbo  supiMtl  of  the  iDSlilulion  or  the  Tree 
and  alav(i  itaiei  of  the  L'nloo  ceaie  to  live  logethrr  iiDiier  one  govern- 
uenL  That  llie  movement  will  be  conMnntJjr  onvmnl  and  Invaj-lablf 
KnccrMil\il,  is  loo  much  to  expect  or  hop*  It  «lll  bave  lu  perJoda  ofj 
Buoceas.  niid  il  will  (irobablf  m»et  wlib  revenei  " 
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iDgB,  the  more  stooes  vere  carried  to  the  atractnre,  and 
the  aggression  of  the  south  foraished  the  cemeat  which 
held  them  together* 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

THE    KANSAS  TR0DBLE8. 

The  political  interest  io  the  secoad  session  of  the  thirty- 
third  congress  culminated  in  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, wlietlier,  and  to  what  extent,  tlie  elections  of  1854 
were  a  judgment  condemnatory  of  the  Kausas-Xebrrtska 
bilL  Ditferent  as  were  the  answers  given  to  the  question, 
the  great  importance  of  the  result  of  the  elections  was 
nniversallj  recognized,  since  eo  much  time  was  deroted  to 
the  discussiou  and  it  was  carried  on  with  so  much  passion. 
In  what  way,  party  politics  were  to  be  allowed  to  be  influ- 
enced by  the  result,  had,  of  course,  to  depend  on  how  it 
was  intcrjireted,  that  is,  on  what  causfs  it  was  ascribed  to. 
The  piufuund  silence  of  the  annual  message  could  only 
be  understood  to  mean  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  Democrats  and  the  slavocracy  would  do  well  to 
let  the  storm  blow  over,  and  to  abstain  from  any  new 
provocation  which  would  presumably  increase  its  violence. 
This  advice,  given  in  the  form  of  good  example,  might  be 
very  wise,  but,  even  with  the  very  best  will,  it  could  be 
followed,  only  to  a  very  limited  extent.  The  victors,  it 
need  sciirceiy  be  said,  did  not  await,  with  folded  arms,  a 
new  attack,  for  Kansas  was  not  yet  lost  to  freedom,  but 
had  only  become  an  object  of  contention.  They  did  not 
envelop  themselves  in  silence,  but  6pt.ikc  in  tones  so  loud 
and  Iiigh,  tliat  the  vanquished,  who  still  had  the  power 
in  their  hands,  were  obliged  to  answer  in  the  same  way, 
if  they  did  not  wish  to  give  up  their  cause,  an  idea  which 
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(ltd  not  oocur  even  to  tlie  moat  faitit-liearted.  Should 
tlio  rcprescDttttives  of  tlie  soath  aod  tlieir  adhorcDte  in 
tltfl  nortUcru  states  now  anxiouslj*  asstttue  the  dcfcnBiret 
t>cc*0M,  within  a  rcftr,  they  would  be  confronted  in  th**' 
liouto  of  representatives,  bv  a  mnjunty  of  which  it  could 
tiot  be  said  bow  far  its  i->iii-i;gjr  and  Kolidai-ity  wuiild  go'f 
ilad'  it  ever  occurred  to  tlic  slarocracy  to  alrike  t1i«ir  Bails, 
mru  thoir  sliip  Ix-fiirc?  the  wind,  the  moment  a  heavv 
BL-a  broke  oTcr  its  deck  und  tuade  it  careen?  Prcciselv 
heeaiiM  they  did  not  deeeive  theni6elv«s  as  to  the  c^uiaal 
conncvtiun  between  the  iBsue  of  the  elections  and  the 
Kaneas-Kehruhka  bill,  they  looked  njwn  it  us  doubly  im- 
perative  on  thvin  to  return  blow  tor  blow.  When  Mace 
Hof  Indiana,  proposed  a  bill  wlitcli  pi>)bibited  slavery  jii 
"Kansas,  in  the  very  wortU  of  the  Ordinance  of  17S7,'  and 
^Jd  1)16  argument  in  favor  of  it,  made  the  a&tertion  that  the 
!)ill  iniiAt  be  adopted,  if  all  the  rt>pn>ii«ntatives  voted  in 
iccordaiice  with  the  will  of  their  conntitnent^,  at>  that  will 
iliad  found  an  expression  in  the  last  elections,'  Slcplien^ 
I  wliora  it  had  bten  inipoftsible,  tiitherlo,  to  compel  to  give 
kan  tinambiguons  definition  of  the  "  principle"  of  tlie  Kan- 
Iws.Nii'brankit  bill,  replied  that,  not  until  the  adoption  of 
la  state  ounnititiitiun  would  the  right  of  nelf-de termination 
[of  the  territorial  population,  in  respect  to  slaverr 
[begin." 

Whatever  thp  consequences  of  the  victory  of  the  unite*! 

f'Opp<.r»Eti<jii  miglit  l)e,  the  eonth  was  evidently  not  iotimida- 

led.     For  years  to  come,  i(  was  under  all  circniii stances, 

certain  that  none  of  the  ]iositionA  it  had  woD  could  he 

.wrested  fruui  itt  for  do  hostile  reeolatiou  of  the  booM  of 


'  Caogr.  Glnlw,  Sd  Sna.  SSd  Coogt.,  p-  4,1, 

*  lb .  i>-  a. 

'  lb .  p.  M. 
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represeabitireit  would  receive  the  aft^eut  of  the  senate  or 
the  sHiiction  of  the  preiiideut.  As  it  was  thD»,  spite  of  Its 
defvHt,  relieved  uf  the  ueceesity  of  defending  the  iiajnU 
mti<>ii6  it  bad  liitberto  made,  tHi-tical  considenttious 
di-itinnded  that  it  t^liuutd  energetically  purauo  iu  utfcneive 
policy.  Wliile  ilic  Iciwt  turning  back  would  have  herai 
interpreted  as  a  sign  uf  weaknew  and  would  btive  epiinvd 
Oil  oppuuciits  o(  the  Huuth  to  ruocwed  endeavors,  all 
prvvioua  experience  suggested  that  it  would  »tiU  be  possible 
tor  it  to  sever  tlie  iiiicet-taiii  cleineiita  of  the  opp<iRittoil 
from  its  tuain  body.  To  be  victoriou&,  it  was  nct^vtsury 
to  show  aoine  assurance  of  victurv.and  as6iiniiice  of  victory 
was  betit  tnanitestvd  by  its  ooioiug  forward  with  new  and 
bohl  dfinandti. 

On  the  17tli  of  Kehruary,  1805,  Toncey  of  Coniieclituit, 
ill  the  name  of  the  jmliciary  eommittee,  introduced  »  bill, 
to  thv  discuBsion  uf  wliich,  on  hia  itiotiDii,  tbu  etitin^  sit- 
ting of  Ihe  2iii-d  uf  Febrtiiiry  was  devoted,  ullbuugh  lie 
bud  fiafd  him^If  Ibat  tUi.'re  was  scarcely  tiinu  enough  t<ir 
the  dieciinrgo  of  the  most  necos&ary  bitsine«6.  The  bill 
inu*t,  Iherefore,  have  beCD,  in  his  opinion,  very  argent 
and  thi»  all  the  more  ns  it  waa  a  Fridoj'  which  Suinnot 
called  "our  day  of  justice,''  because  tl  wa»  wont  to  Iw  rcecrved 
for  private  bills,  75  of  wbivh  liud  uol  yet  been  diepueed  of. 
A  Btrnngcr  would  not  have  been  able  to  lind,  in  the  wnrd- 
iug  of  die  bill,  the  Icuat  8np[»ort  for  the  claim  that  there  waa 
need  uf  hiute  in  the  matter,  while  it  would  liave  been  4:lear 
to  him,  at  the  hret  {glance,  tliat  the  bill  invtilved  a  qiieft-i 
[ion  very  impurtunt,  a!  k-uet  in  prinuiple,  and  u'liieli  call* 
for  mature  deiibenitiun.  Anyone  Hgainst  w-huni  a  unit 
was  brought  fur  an  ad  done  by  him  in  accordance  with  a 
fcdeml  law,  migltt,  in  fiitoru  demand  that  Lis  ca«e  should 
be  tried,  not  by  the  state  court  in  which  It  was  Iwgnii,  iMit 
by  a  court  of  the  United  Statofr— such,  iu  brief,  were  tlie 
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contents  of  tlie  bill.*  Chue,  Feaseaden,  Wndi',  Sewm-d, 
etc.,  wlio  vorj  strongly  ouposed  tfau  *bitl,  uliiiiiied  tliat  it 
was  iotrodDoed  mei-ety  Wau««  of  mistrust  uf  tlie  state 
courts  enlbrcing  the  Fugitive  Stoco  Lnw,*  and  Bayard  nnd 
othitrs  (lrl^C!((>r^'«dlv  udmiltct!  that  its  object  was  to  rob  the 
Liberty  Law*  of  their  «tticicncy.  la  order,  thorofore,  to 
be  attc  more  surely  to  enforce  the  Fngitlre  Slave  Law,  tlie 
ciniaojitlj  iinportuiit  principle  tliat  federal  olficiiils  uiiglit 
be  beld  rvopuiiaiblu  fur  tlivir  otlicial  acta,  before  tlie  state 
oonrls,  VM  to  be  eurreiidered.*  And  tJils  demand  was 
made  by  those  who  had  Always  pretended  to  be  tincondi- 
lioaal  cliHiDpiuiis  uf  atate  rights,  aud  who  had  ljn?>ed  their 
uhole  coustitutioiial  creed  on  state  sovereignty.  This  waa 
not  the  first  proof  that,  uii<loiibtedly  honest  as  that  creed 
-vv-u£,  thoy  did  not  hesitate  u  moment  to  demand  the  ntmoflt 
cuut^ulidtLtion  of  the  Union  when  the  slHV«)ioIding  iiitpri>«t 
required  not  the  usual  ■■  let  ns  alone  "  but  the  uiiergeUo 
interference  of  the  fedend  anlhorities.  Wade  now  iip[«-al*;d 
to  the  Virginia  and  Kentnclcy  resolutions,  while  a  fmnir 
declaration  cuuld  not  be  wrung  fi-om  JDouglas  us  to  whether 
lie  ooiifessud  to  tbein  or  uut,  nud  Benjuinin  considered  thia 
inruud  uii  tlie  juriddiction  of  the  stated  so  necessiiry,  that 
lui  believed  hlnibelf  oUigeii  uiice  more  to  hold  out  the 
threat  of  the  dissolation  of  the  Union.  And  tlii^  was  not* 
the  only  thing  which  recalled  the  prophecy  that,  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Kunsas-Nebraska  bill,  one  would  no  longer 
be  able  to  tell  whether  a  sjKniker  cAiiie  from  the  slave  states 
or  from  tlto  north.  AlinoHt  the  entire  senate  ncted  as  if  the 
UHMt  horrible  things  were  to  be  expected  aolvsB  it  immedi- 

)  See  lis  wordiDg  La  the  Coagr.  Glob«,  M  S*n..  SSd  Coogr.,  App., 
|x  S4I. 

'  lU,  pp.  221.  232- 

'Tliu»  Car,  iIiIa  iTinclpU  bad  been  raa  oonoler  lo,  in  oalj  one 
la'iiuice,  >ik1  for  itiei  tielitr  ]iri<it>('lioii  ot  the  rpv«nu«8  of  tbeBiat«.  S«» 
bflwanl's  <«narks  on  tbls  sutjeci,  loc,  «lt.,  p.  MS. 
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Meiy  resolved  thus  to  strengtlien  tlie  Tn^Uive  Slave  L«w 
\ri.icli  tlti>  l.ilwrtj  Lawb  soiigtit  to  render  titigator/.  All  the 
clTurU  of  tlie  oppoDitioD  to  adjourn  tbe  uiatter  wi.>rR  fruit- 
less. The  (lelmte  lasted  from  eleven  o'clock  »n  tin-  morn- 
iug  till  inidtiijvlit,  atiil  then  the  hill  was  iido|>UHl  hy  20 
votes  agniin^t  9.  The  session  looted  ontj  another  vwU, 
and  it  could  cot  be  ftup]>o»ed  that  tlie  ni&joritjr  of  tbe 
lioaae  of  reprcseutativefr  n-ould  id  tbul  nliort  sjhicl' of  tiuie 
piiBb  the  bill  tbi-uiigli  tLre«  veaUin^n  and  coiii|k!1  tta 
adoption  UTichan^i^,  to  Bay  notli  m^  of  tlie  fiict  Uiiit  u  grent 
many  of  the  northt-.'ii  Democi-iils  who  hnd  bithert<»  rpinaiiied 
faithful  to  tbe  alavocrecy  would  not  be  iticliiivd.  utter  tbe 
rfflidt  ol  the  eleptiotiA,  to  nccetlo  to  oach  a  deiiiami  just 
tben.  The  Konato  liiid,  tluM-t- fore,  uctfil  M-ith  tJiu  coQi«ioui. 
iiesA  timt  it  wiiH  only  making  a  <lenioni>tnitiui),  which  it 
must  kiion,  and  uh  Coop«>r  ul'  Peiirihylvuiiia  warntKl  it, 
would  be  receii-ed  by  public  opinion  in  the  north  in  the 
8Hmc  spirit  &*■  tlie  Kiiriii»tt-Nebniskn  bill. 

Such  dcmonBtriLtiona  were  not  needed  to  cxcito  tlifl  pa»- 
eione  of  the  people.  In  Kansas,  events  which  tvidd  imI 
but  fao  tLcm  to  a  heat  never  before  atttiitied  now  htgan 
to  follow  one  Huother  without  interniis&Ioii. 

Ou  the  25lh  of  I-Vhniiiry,  IBoS,  tUv  New  England 
Emigrant  Aid  Compnny  wae  incorporated.  Its  cnpttiJ 
wa»  liiriilcd  by  the  nluti-  law  on  llii;  inalUT  to  a  nnlliuti  of 
dollan,  and  its  olgcct  was  in  vci'v  grnerat  terms  dedarvd 
to  be  to  aid  eitiigrtttiou  to  the  went.  Bnt  ereryojie  knew 
ibat  there  was  c]iie«tiou  only  nf  Kaniuu,  and  eroij^rnttoo 
Ibilher  v»*  to  be  promoted  that  the  t>trugj;lu  over  thu  ter- 
riton.'  mtgiil  Im  mftintaiiicd  at  tbe  |hi1|i>.  Tu  tliis  no  well< 
founded  objection  could  be  mudo  on  any  gruund,  legal, 
[.toliticnl  or  moral,  eince  the  coiiipmiy  only  niwle  n»o  of 
entirely  U-gitlrnHti'  niip«'liti('«l  HK-anB  indirectly  to  serve  a 
great  political  end.     It  would  have  been  able  to  do  uiucb 
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more  than  it  really  diJ,  williwut  exposing  [tself  to  any 
juBl  If  proarlu  Etcd  if  ite  object  wan  nut  to  iiiiilce  a  good 
investuimu  of  capital,  tlie  cajiitnl  wliir})  liad  been  etib- 
Bcribed — only  about  $100,000 — it  was  iiitemleiJ  to  employ 
as  prolitnbly  as  pos'fiiblo.  nod  hence  it  ncitltcr  recniiled 
etiiTgruuts  our  sent  cmigrauta  to  the  west,  biit  only  gnvo 
un  inipulae  to  etnigration  to  Kanmne.  by  facilitnting  the 
scttk'Tiieiit  of  that  (cpritory  by  means  of  »dv«nii(gpoii» 
agrociiicntii  with  mitwaj  companies,  the  locaEiug  of  hotels, 
eaw  tnille,  fluur  mills,  etc.' 


't?««  it-'  snvirver  to  tU«  cbtu-j^s  m*i^  hj  the  MiMAuHatu  asninst  it, 
Coogr.  Glntie.  lei  SeM.,  Mlb  Cnncr.,  A|>p.,  p.  I51  A  t^nnrrnrr.  lliP 
tri-uKiifiT  ot'ilio  cumpany  tleclurml  b«Iore  ibe  C(iiDinltt«u  of  InvMliftm- 
tiua  u(  liia  liuuMi  ul*rt:pic>ficiiliilivcs:  ''  Ki'  money  liiu  bcea  >|iciit  fur 
firo  amit.  Tlie  Mock  of  (tit-  nmipDiiy  hus  not  In-i'ii  an  object  orspecii. 
latioD,  Ilioii^h  many  penona  itiintt  ft  wilt  li?  protHnbln.  Sdme  prefer 
friTiDic  money  wUbuui  takitii^Bfck.  .  ,  .  Tba  uumber  vibo  bare 
(ooaoiii  U  ibout  1,300,  oDi)  IliosB  vrb»bsT«  joiDeJ  ilie  poniM  Ktintit 
u  many  more  .  .  .  TbUCOiiiiuny  nov«r  hu  i^sitc1<^'l  my  pli'dgQ 
<wUb  reifard  tovollnet  ttam  tltane  po\«?  out;  all  coancctinn  wltti  tlir 
coiupaiiy  ciiiu)>«  mi  limit  arrivxl  in  ilin  Jcrrilory.  Tlio  HuliwriLi^ffi  Id 
tli«  &tock  Ate  Hbout  WO,  and  ihey  belong  (o  varioua  piMilical  pttrtic*. 
Tbc  i:*>m|Mny  iifjvrr  lia.tliiKl  uny  uiDncttioii  willi  aiiy  jriililicul  pnnj, 
ler  diroully  or  iodjroctly.  liioiigli  iu  i^ais  Imve  «oinclitu»^  ipokon 
F^lllioitl  UK'vtin^  .  .  .  nu  qiiralioD  wuK  uk"*]  vf  iLc  ii!;L'at4nA 
tOlhvlr  jwlitics  wlicn  ibey  were  appoiiUed,  nor  sine*.*'  ll*p.  orCoin._ 
Hoi»eBorit«pr.,IWlh  Omgr,.  Ut  Scm-.  Vol.  [!-,  No,  200,  i>.  «74.  See 
i)m)  lliedKliiatliin  oniia  Ex«cutiTe  Coiiimlltde  to  ibd  [teojiJe  of  tbe 
Unlie<l  StUm.  lU,  p.  B7B. 

Anionic  the  <l  IrortATf  atxb*  compiuty  lb«r«  vrtui  m«D  of  «ii«Ii  cooMrr^. 
live  lemlvDclce  ibat  tlioy  wero  K^cki-ni'd  nmoag  Oio  train- beurt  15  nf  tlui 
alnvui-j'iu'y.  Oiil*  of  llic  tttrecion,  a  iliMiiiguisbiHl  lawyi-r  rallctl  lliiip- 
tDau,  »«i(l  in  a  public  nir>«tmg  al  Spiingflold :  "  1  hove  be«u  accused 
af  bnine  prn-sUvcrr ;  aixl  I  T)E?lievt>  ninny  ftiKiiI  |>i'ii]i1n  iliiak  I  am 
qnlre  Imi  mii'iPrvatiTp  1111  Ihul  HiibJi'i'L  1  tnlcp  llii^  ncmt^inn  to  s^iy  iliol 
all  lb*,-  |ilua»  UD<J  pru(:t:«iliii>;9  of  lliu  euclely  bav«  mvl  luy  uppritbiill'iD; 
■ml  I  luseri  Uial  li  bos  D«v>>r  done  a  niiiglv  ai-i  niib  wliich  iiny  poihli^ 
ptrijr  or  Urn  pM)pl«  of  any  section  of  tl>o  country  i^n  Juuily  flnil  fault. 
.  .  .  ItH  BtnrkhQldeni  ttt  oomponeA  ut  men  of  all  palliical  [lartlu 
nocpl  AboliiloaiRts.    I  am  not  aRiT«  Ibat  tt  bu  recelvotl  tlii>  pniron. 


uo 
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That  Douglas  aud  tlie  entire  iiortliero  following  of  tliOj 
ftotilli,  branded  thio  action  as  an  outrageous  attack  on  till 
Interests  aud  conetitutiotial  r)gbt»  of  the  eUve  ttaleft, 
repi*eaeuted  all  excee&es  of  the  ^lii^Aoiiriansa^  iteinevltablit' 
consequences,*  is  tlie  most  eloqiivnt  evidence  thot  cnii  Iw 
broiit^ht  forward  of  the  corruption  of  thought  and  Aenttincnt 
produced  l»y  ulavrr}'.  Dciuglufi  was  too  wiws  to  iwrinit 
une  to  afisuine  tliat  lie  believed  what  lie  Hiid  himself;  hnt 
that  he  could  venture  to  make  U!>e  of  such  reuKoniug 
before  ihe  people,  shvwe  tliat  Urge  circles  uf  tbetn  bad 
completely  loai  the  fjower  to  distinguieb  wliite  from  black 
in  the  slavery  (juestioii.  Wo  h»vo  alrojidv  soeii  wiib  wh»t 
bnital  frankness  the  JUieeouriane  piildi,:hcd  tlieir  rcwilii* 
tiont,  and  with  what  andacity  thoy  carried  oat  their 
thruttLe,  at  a  time  when  they  could  appeal  to  nolhinj;  but 
their  own  sovereign  good  pleasure.*  And  now  thcv  pro- 
ceeded to  new  and  greater  acts  of  violence  without  wait- 
ing to  M-u;  wlit'tlier  the  elTorts  of  the  New  Kngloud  Emi- 
grant Aid  CtMn]xin/  would  meet  with  auccesa. 


■ge  at  that  a1a«s  of  onr  ftllow^iiuas,  ud  I  am  lofbrnvil  tliat  MB» 
ofihoiD  dlaap|troT«  of  Ita  prnc««dlDga"  Ooogr.  Qlobe,  M  3ait.,Mdf 
Coogr..  Apii .  pp.  Ml.  WS. 

I  ■■  Fruin  ilieae  facts  U  (■  apparent  ItiU  tlte  wbola  rfuponiltilUlj;  oT 
all  lltfr  ilMurlxtncoa  in  KkiiMk*  Toib  tipoA  Iho  MMiadiUM'tU  I'-mi^runt 
Aid  Oompany  and  lla  aiHItale^  xicleiles."  Coogr.  Globe.  IH  Sem^ 
34th  Congr..  A|)p„  p.SSS- 

*  Accriliii;;  In  etriDKfwIlow,  tliey  bad,  oa  they  bad  tuutanlDgd  tb* 
Kansas- Nebiask.a  bill  Iruoi  the  Onu.  »  l«gal  il^hl  lo  ilo  to.  B*  Mritli 
"  Tliat  wan  ili«  war  wi>  rejmrvlMl  tlte  passage  ur  itie  Kana9u.Nt!t)Fa«ka 
bill,  aa  by  tceerrlng  nrriilnction  t»  JniriHluccKotilhom  Lii«titut{<ntti  into 
Kniiuu."     It«ii.  or  Cnmin.  House  or  Itcpr.Sllli  Coogr..  U'  l.i 

II.  No. -.'00.  P.1KM.     WilllAin  Itilliptw  xaid  b»fat»  tbn  In  .$t 

('utuiiiiiu^e  or  till!  Iiousn  tit  raprcseatHllTcs;  "  lie  (ujic  MiHitiM?  •did 
Ibal  by  Ili«  piuunxo  nniio  KaotaiuNnbnuka  bill,  tlicrc  wu  ■falrtraibt 
— Iliat  lliv  M'Ulli  nonid  get  Kfttii-*«,  and  ih«  nnrib,  Ni'hriiik*.  and  tti* 
tlBHiDi^  Uinigraat  j^id  tiucieij'  laeaai  ut  awiudlfl  than  out  of  It"  lU. 
p.  llli. 


BTATtence  or  tub  tkbri-tobt. 


141 


On  tlie  30tli  of  Maroli,  ISB",  the  e1eetIoD«  to  th«  ttrrl- 
Itirinl  Icgislntiiro  werv  to  take  plnoo.  A  few  days  )>ofore, 
the  Snint  T>tui»  Rfipubltmn  liad  cxprogecd  the  conviction 
that  KftnsnB,  even  if  the  Free  Soilere  ehonid  by  accident  or 
t'rawd  win  the  election,  wii«  by  il»  geoj^raphicnl  (ittiation 
and  its  climatic  conditions,  insured  to  slnvtry.i  This  wu 
in  direct  contradiction  with  a  great  many  alkgations  mado 
on  the  side  of  the  foiith.  in  the  debate  on  tlie  Kanans- 
JTcbraBka  hill,  and  the  border  Missourians  preferred  to 
taku  tlio  care  of  the  interests  of  the  elaveholdei's  into  their 
own  hnndp.  The  day  before  the  election,  the  Weston 
Jleporlrr  nnnonnced  thai  its  result  could  be  looked  for- 
ward  to  witii  confidence,  liecaiise  Mi*Roiin  would  do  its 
>*dnty;'*  during  the  Ia6t  four  days  alone,  2000  men  had 
left  the  tn>rder  region  for  the  laiul  of  promise.' 

Aocurdinjf  to  the  ceiifiiib  wliich  had  hesn  laken  in  Feb- 
maiy,  the  territory  had  8601  inhabitants,  2903  of  whom 
had  the  ri^ht  tu  vole.  It  was  not  qnestionnl  that  a  peapeet- 
able  ihajority,  al>ont  thrcc-tifthti,  of  the  tsettlers  who  had 
the  H^ht  to  vote,  came  from  the  slave  etate*.  and  on  this 
Stephens  and  others  afterwards  based  their  claim  that  the 
re«nlt  of  tho  election  had  not  been  chmiged  by  any  illegal- 
ities which  might  have  ociirrcd.  Ihit  a»  there  was  qiies- 
tioQ  not  of  the  election  of  one  person  only,  it  was  plainly 
not  BuBicicnt  to  compare  tho  aggregate  niiinhcr  of  settlers 

)  "K»nA«a  i»  Iniiiid  lo  be  ft  rIava  stnl^.  It  i^nnnol  b«  nlh^inria** — 
GOn-nior  (IfrNli^r  »i)it  lli«  Smiuraiion  Ai<l  8«ci«tf  lo  ihecnnirary.  iioi. 
wiHtntnndio^.  We  hHV^  bnrh  Die  nunipririil  mti'l  moral  sirpn^-tli  to 
make  Ii  »»:  and  ir,  by  BocEdeni  and  fmu'l,  w«  »buul<l  aovt  be  beaicD, 
ifcft  gcoffrupliSral.  gen)oj;lciil  and  a^kitllurKl  chnrtirler  of  tfa«  cnuniry 
«lt1  r^Dilfr  it  nfoctaarll/  »o  I(  It  tuliMl  and  adspiied  only  to  slave 
InlNir.  Ilftnpivlll  Wiliecblef  product,  if  not  tlieatitplcorthorouniijr, 
mil  nil  w>io  linro  tiiul  any  ox[w<rl«tice  konv  iUhT  Id  Its  culilvaiinn, 
lUvi.'  titlitir  it  ia<lii>iM<neitbl«."    Tl.i>  St.  Louis  Jtrpuhltfan,  ilnnh  34. 

*  Phinipa.  T1i«  Conqaest  of  Kmum,  p)i.  85.  M 
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from  ilm  tlie  free  etiiteft  with  tlie  Aggregate  nninber  oreet- 
tlers  from  the  ulavc  atatM;  H  was  necessary  to  oorapare 
them  in  cttry  electoral  dietrict.  ITie  Froo  Soilers,  how- 
ever, would  hy  Qo  means  admit  thut  all  the  settlers  who 
hiul  come  I'ruiii  the  slave  atatcft,  wished  to  w&ku  Kjinsfis  u 
bUvc  stiite.  The  fact  tliitt  a  iHrgt:  nninbcr  of  p>or  whites 
iirintiallj'  uniigi-ated  Irom  the  eoutli  to  the  fire  etntoa,  mad 
ibc  liialor/  of  the  elaverv  qiic^tian  in  Culifurnia,  proved 
that  thia  opinion  was  not  wanting  in  a  real  fuundniian. 
Bat  be  this  tm  it  m&y,  the  MiBSoiinADS  tuok  part  in  the 
election  In  snch  numbers  and  in  sncWa  way,  that  It  might 
be  eaid,  withuut  exaggeration,  that  the  l^islatura  had' 
been  clidsen  br  them  and  not  by  the  territorial  population.! 
In  Tehicleit  and  on  horseback,  they  had  comeoi'er  the  bor- 
der, in  crowds,  to  seveml  points,  accomfwrnied  by  provieioQ 
wagons,  with  bowie  knives  and  revolvera  attached  to  their 
'belts,  or  carrying  rifles  hanging  on  their  shoulder*;  one 
(iiviaton  even  brought  two  small  cannons  with  them.  Tho 
judges  of  election  were  com  pellcd  to  resign  bj  fierce  threats,  i 
or  else  bo  intimidated  that  tliey  did  not  dare  to  opi 
these  ecatidaloiifi  doings.  Where  the  intruders  fimnd  that 
They  had  come  in  nnnecessarily  large  numbers,  they  divided 
thentsetveH  up  into  smaller  gronjM  and  hastened  to  more 
distant  ehtctlon  places.  In  the  Leavenworth  didtrivt,  the 
election  was  sjiiced  by  a  speech  In  which  tho  peopio  frr>iii 
Platte  county,  MisKOuri,  were  exhorted  by  the  speaker  to 
let  their  associates  fiiom  Clay  county,  Mtssonri,  come  to 


I  Anconling  in  the  ConimfU(>e  of  lavsiitigaDoD  of  the  bou«i>nrT«prK^ 
senuiivMi,  iir  tlm  SS07  vot«s  ewo.  nn)y  1410  wvre  l«{al.  For  lbt>  cMi- 
ilitlsiM  of  lUe  Pre«  Soil  Parly,  only  T&1  toIm  irerfl  <^mi  nnd  10  totea 
wera  Kanvriiitf.  Tito  canfliilUds  of  tlie  fio-SlBvery  Pnriy  r««eW«d 
.j427  roiM,  almnttl  Iwlee  m  many  as  ibe  loiul  po|>ii)trl(>n  nitli  a  rlsht 
tnToie.  according  10  iheceuaih  and  afthcsp  2l*(X*>,  iheroirprnmily  ttSl4 
111  b«  Cbtmd  fn  Ute  polLlmokH  Kep  of  CVwitin-,  Uaus*  of  R«pr.,  MUi 
COiiur.,  IH  Smu.,  Vol.  II.,  No  90U,  pp.  I».  H. 
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till!  Iwllot  hoxcB  first,  ninoc  the  latter  liad  a  longer  way  to 
go  I(ome,  an  eqiiitalile  reqimst  wliicli  was  gladly  granted.* 
Id  odd  arowil  wu  fonnd  AtchiHon,  cx-preaiJenl  of  the  sett' 
ate  of  the  tTiiited  States.  like  the  most  demoralized  lH>n3er 
rufBan,  willt  a  bcmie  ktute  and  revolver  tliriiet  in  Ills  hult. 
He  giih^eiiuentiv  as^eried  that  he  IimI  not  rotcd,  and  be 
may  lie  believed,  for  he  was  not  30  simple  as  to  expose 
himsL-lt'  to  a  piMsccntion  hef-n-c  the  conrt.*.  Bnt  what  he 
was  too  cautions  to  do  hiinst.'lt',  he  had,  according  to  his 
oyrn  admiseioD,  advised  otbvn  to  do,*  and  be  mufit  have 
been  well  witislied  with  the  rcsnlt  which  hie  jiatriotic 
advicp  littd  had.  Tlie  investigating  committee  uftholiou&c 
of  repmi«ntativcft  calcnlaied  that  abovtt  1000  men  hod  |)ar- 
tici{)Htcd  Id  the  Siivaaiuu.* 


>  Sm  olli«r  dvtaita   in   Pntn^rny'd  memnriiil.  olroadj   menUoDAd. 
Cflajp-.  Gl-.bo.  !•!  ix-ss  .  WUi  CVmKr..  App..  pp.  W,  »1. 

*Hc  ■■;^  in  a  speech  <leliTer«d  ia  I'lAire  CUy.  MiMoiirl.on  th«  iVlt 
nT  Kobranry,  1856:  "ThMo  men  ilhc  oiniHtiirics  flf  Ihfl  AUI  SoclellM) 
cam«  Willi  ihp  avowed  purpose  of  dritiiii;  or  ("xiwlliii'^  yau  iiota  ibe 
([•rriliiry.  Wtixi  did  1  AiIriM>  yun  to  itof  \VI>y,  meet  IbuiB  ai  llisir 
OKD  gam*.  Wli«)  tli«  Hr^t  «lecllua  ciuii«  ofT  I  told  you  to  goover  and 
vod.'.  Tua  ilUl  !in  and  bcal  llicm.  .  .  .  Well,  wliul  ncii*  Wliy  tin 
elactlon  Tor  memlierB  or  iho  leifblBlare  lo  oti^anlzp  tlie  icrriiory  inuei 
be  bold.  ^Vhal  did  1  ai)Ti»c  yon  |o  do  IbGu!  Why,  mt^t  Ihom  oa 
iheLr  ovrn  groimil.  nnO  btai  ihem  al  ttiuir  own  gane  again ;  and,  cold 
uiid  iDciviuoui  as  (bo  wcnibi-r  wuu.  I  wimi  anr  with  a  company  of 
men.  My  object  in  going  was  noi  to  tmIs;  I  lind  no  Tltrbi  to  TOte, 
uii|p«<  I  liiitl  illifrancliiMd  mjMlf  in  MUuiuri.  [  wx<  not  w  lildn  twn 
tnlles  of  o  roiing  plac«.  .  .  .  My  objoct  In  golne  was  not  to  vMe, 
but  10  settle  a  difKcully  between  two  of  our  cmitliduti-s ;  nml  Ibn  Atxrfl- 
tloDistkof  the  Dfirtb  intd.  Kod  publlahcd  ll  ibro«d.  llml  Atchison  wm 
Ibere  wilb  bnirie-ltolf*  and  reToIr«r,  and  by  OM  ^Xvr^  inio.  I  nftv«r 
(ltd  go  iaiu  thill  territory.— I  never  Intend  to  go  Into  ibut  icrrtloiy, 
wlUioai  being  prepiiriTd  for  all  xucb  kiiiil  nfcattla.  Welt,  w«  bent 
Ihwro-"     Tlio  N.  V-  Timn,  February  M.  ISja. 

*Tite  fit/u/iU^  Sure  retain  of  April  1.  li^-Vi,  pubtisfaed  the  followlu|; 
api"tl<>  fnim  InilBjiond'.'we,  Miraourl.  nf  Miirt'b  31 ;  "  Sevrml  btinilred 
tRil^'rani*  I>i)iii  KuD^ag  bnrc  junl  entered  our  city.  They  were  jire- 
ocdrd  by  iho  Wr^liMm  nod  Independi-u.o  bru»»  bands.    Tbcy  cant*  la 
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E'i'en  witlionC  ttie  admissions  of  Alchi»cn.  SiriiigfellovT 
and  orhera,  there  would  be  no  donbt  Uiat  men  of  repuu- 
tion  and  influence  were  the  antlior(>  of  tliii*  Tnonstroas  illus- 
tnition  of  the  "great  principles"  tif  non-interrention  and 
nnpnlnr  stovereigrity.  The  n1f»ir  wus  too  well  planned  ami 
aseuined  too  colossal  dimensions  tu  be  enfficientl}-  iicvounied 
for  bj  tim  vi<ilBitoo  aiid  love  of  riot  of  the  eoartie  tnbab!- 
tante  of  the  border.  These  were  evidently  only  IooIb, 
although  very  willin);  tools,  in  the  hande  of  pcopio  of  a 
totally  dilferaiit  elainp,  and  the  latter  played  a  pame  In 
which  )iMit)ru[y  coneciouely,  the  only  thing  fur  i^hich  tl>ry 
had  any  re^rd  was  the  interc&t  represent  ml  by  thein. 
Houoe,  it  could  no  longer  be  doubted  thai  tlifl  doingi  at 
the  elertion  of  territorial  delegates  and  these  ne»-  acts  v( 
violence  were  only  the  lirginning  of  endleaa  tronbk-s,  unleM 
the  prospect  of  Iwing  dragged  into  the  whirlpool  of  a  con- 
dition nlmiliir  to  that  of  Mexico,  prevented  a  reinforeement 
of  settlori  iVijin  tli«  free  states.  Tha  Mobile  R^ijister,  with 
comineiulable  frankness,  now  annonncod  that  the  stm^le 
would  have  to  W  determined  not  l>y  proleBts  on  paper  and 
■wonly  reii<iltitio[i8, biitby  blow**!  and,  aecowlinp  !<•  String- 
fellow's  testiintiny,  aysioinatieonUstmont*  M-ere  now  bwran 

iillh«  w*«l  »W*oftli«p'jHltr»<iu«r«,  •nd  procwdtil  entirely  Jiround  It. 
lilt)  tHkOiN  rlifcring  us  wlt^i  fine  n)ii*lc.  nad  tbtt  (Hiilfnuits  wllb  gi>otl 
lt«vr>i.  ImiuMinloly  fallowiti^  itie  band*  w«r«  Hboat  ttro  liiiDdiM] 
boncmen  In  rognlmr  nr\\w,  r€ill..wing  t|ip»e  were  nnr  liiindrni)  snij 
fifty  wniPina,  c»irUs«.  etc-  Tliey  ituve  repMHtml  cJieers  for  KHninw 
jinil  MlM^uri  'I'hi^  r4>|»on  Diitt  not  an  aoiUlnverjr  mna  will  bo  \a  lli« 
Iesiil»l"re  «f  KnnMut  \S*  li«*o  tnaiJe  «  clean  Bw*ep."  6|illi-  iif  tItU 
Toocnb*  hnd  lb*  clTrtmleij'  lo  call  tlitt  wln.ln  Mury  of  l)ii>  ln«iiKlan  m 
••  ryRUiltil€nt  anBrtliouslit."  Coagx.  Olobe.  lu  ^•vm.,  iUb  Congr.,  App., 
p.  II.V 

1 "  If  ihU  b  nil  *  flfiliiliiB  qwillon  douv  «Ter  KppMlftI  in  tho  mntl 

Bnrre<)  sympmlilc*  "f  iti'-  liomnn    hownn     .     .     .     Th*   qup,tlr)n    Is 

.  oWlacd  in  r^'""  tn  tlie  nrl>iirnni»ni  of  W.iws,  kod  Kanwia  Is  lu  t'Md  ■ 

'  tMnUe-ifruuud  w  wjr  iAber.-    Printed  Ui  lbs  M.  Y.  Tribniu  of  ilny  iL 
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tho  entire  sontli  to  cliastise  the  ob&tioate  wliom  it  liad 
not  bc^ii  po^^ibtt:  to  ti:iicli,  hy  the  first  two  lulinonition^ 
■itliBt  the  8l»rocracj  was  in  dowiirigbt  earnest  with  its  reso- 
lation  to  get  Kannae  at  any  price,  >      'What  the  op[>oiientft 
ol'slavtry  had  bo  ol'tttri  Rpokeii  of,  in  tigures  of  rlietoric, 
f -wiui  now  to  be  Htemlly  tnlfillcd;    the  whip  of  the  elftve 
master  was  crrwkt'd  over  the  hi^icln  r>f  the  free  men  of  Ibe 
north,  tiiid  wne  soon  to  fall   on    their    shotildors.*     Tbe 
qneetion  now  was  not  simply,  whether  ne^ro  iilavery,  in 
KiLn«i&,  should  be  permitted  or  prohibited;  but  the  funda- 
mental principle  uf  nl!  |tiilittc:il  order  and  all  civilized 
focial  life  waa  imperiliei'l:  it  hud  to  be  decided  wlietber 
right  and  law  should  still  rule  the  eonntry.  or  whether  the 
interests  of  the  slavocraoy  were  at>ovo  all  ri^hC  and  all  law, 
Tbe  Kree-Suilcn;  in  Kiin^as  had  no  longer  only  to  ward 
otf  filavc-ry,  hut  they  had  their  own  rights  and  libertifoi  to 
■fdefeud.     The  American  wlio  baa  the  energy  and  self  reli- 
ance to  move  into  tlio  wililemeKK  of  the  west,  as  a  pioneer, 
»is  not  wont  to  live  up  to  the  command  to  turn  tlie  right 
cheek  when  he  has  been  slapped  on  tlie  left.     And  if  tbe 
Eettlers  from  the  free  stateu  did  not  give  tbemeelres  and 
tlieir  own  good  cause  np,  enough  people  would   certainly 
be  found   in  the  ktter  who,  at  any  risk,  would   dare  to 
■  uaiotaiti  the  struggle  agAin^t  tbe  slav-ocracy,  eidc  by  side 
'     with    them.     If  the    fiiltilhiicnt  of   the  pmpliecy  of  the 
^  Mobile  licfjist^r  could  Dtill  bo  prevented,  it  coukt  only  be 

W     I  Rrp.  of  OoDua^  HoQBe  or  Repr.,  Ulb  Coagr.,  let  8c«a,  Tol.  U..  No. 

3O0.  p.  W*. 
^  '  la  fto  appeal  of  tbe  R«pubI1cuiB  of  Maloe.  Jun«  SO,  1B6S,  wo  xvmA : 
^■"It  Is  DO  Juii|t«t  fl  qumiinii  w)inlti«r  Afrlr.nna  and  Uielr  d«M:eiuluiU 
tb»Il  b«  enelavod,  but  wliMlier  (1i»  people  of  tt>«  tr^e  eiAl^»  ^.hnU  Iw 
tti«  humble  Mrvant  of  llio  vlnrrliohliiig  nliKart'li}'  "  OtOiCi'-  Globe,  Sd 
thvM,  34ili  0>D^ ,  p.  M.  Doiijilni  uD  lh«  olUer  tisnd  iwIimI  biui  on  tti« 
XKh  ofMnicki.  1t<9'}L  "I*  it  Dci«i^Hry  that  Ibe  whole  body  of  while 
people  •linll  kiilTer  In  onler  ilmi  ilio  loleresu  uf  ihe  negfo  mmj  be 
dl"    CoDgr.  Olob«\  III  Sbm.,  341b  Conjr.,  App,,  p.  2M 
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on  condition  tbat  tbe  federal  power  and  iU  organs  oppoied 
the  nppeali)  to  force  of  the  Miiwourlanfl,  with  all  Ite  legal 
and  constitutional  anthoritj. 

Soon  af^  the  elertioti,  Governor  Recder  bad  reason  to 
visit  the  east.  In  Eacton,  Ponnsylrania,  tic  took  occasion 
to  expre&s  himself  publicly  on  the  doings  in  Kansas,  ud 
deelnred,  in  plain  words,  that  Knii^ng  had  been  conqaored 
and  eubjtigatcdJ  If  tlni)  wore  bo,  it  w&i  cvtdcatlr  hi* 
dnty  to  do  everything  iii  hi«  povror  to  prevent  the  electioM 
from  having  Icgiil  eflcct.  The  20th  aecltan  of  Uiu  organic 
law  made  it  his  duty  tu  see  to  tlic  f&ithfnl  oxvcution  of 
the  I»n-j,  and  he  now  stated  that  botli  the  organic  lav  and 
the  right  of  RnfiVage  had  heen  trampled  under  foot,  In 
such  a  manner  and  to  such  an  extent,  that  do  electioni*, 
witliin  the  meaning  of  the  law,  eould  be  said  to  have 
taken  place.  Further,  according  to  the  22d  section  of  th« 
organic  law,  it  vas  incnmbctit  on  him  to  declare  tliose 
persons  trho  had  received  the  highest  number  uf  legal 
votes,  in  their  respective  electoral  districts,  to  have  h«n 
duly  elected.^  Cut,  according  to  bis  own  £tatvmcnt,  tlie 
coarse  of  the  elections  rendered  it  impodsible  to  funn  any 
judgment  from  the  poll  lists  as  to  who  was  duly  elected. 
The  law,  indeed,  did  not  intend  to  give  him  the  right,  and 
impose  the  dnty  on  htm,  to  forinally  test  the  le^^ality  of 
elections,  for  alllioiigb  it  contains  no  express  provision  on 
the  snbject,  it  must  be  assumetl  that,  even  in  the  case  of 
tlie  first  election,  the  two  Iioubcr  of  the  legislntnre  them- 
selvfB.  liiid  to  determine,  in  the  first  phioe.  t!ie  valiility  of 
the  certiliealos  of  election.     But  the  grunting  of  election 


■  **ll  WM,  In/lNHl,  tno  true  that  KaBsas  h«dlM«Disnulsd,  cAixiutred, 
MihJuh'Btfi]  l»y  nnuud  ri'>rir«ii  fnttn  boj-Mid  bw  borOeis,  Ii-d  iiu  by  * 
fanalical  spirit.  tram[>lln^  ailder  (bot  tlie  prlaci|>l<M  nf  Dm  Kansu  !ilU 
ftod  the  right  of  •uffraga."    Tbo  WathxngMi  Un<*»,  Mty  «,  I8i5. 

■  SiBL  at  L..  X ,  pp.  384,  2»a. 
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e«rtificat«s  was  not  a  mere  form  tlirongh  ^'hicli  the  gov- 
^rnr*r  lind  to  go  without  pasAin^  any  jndgment  on  tlie 
jqiicetion  of  fact  If  tliere  was  question  not  eimplj  of 
[certain  illegnliliea  which  Iiad  presiimahlv  not  cliangetl 
|thc  resnil  of  the  election,  if  he  was  convinced,  a5  he  hml 
tid  in  Easton.  that  the  wliole  election  had  heen  a  maak 
twliind  which  the  moot  lirnlal  violnnce  was  concenle<l,  the 
refn&al  of  the  certificatefl  wrut  not  only  hi):  right  hnt  Ills 
It^l  duty;  hat  if  he  issued  them,  itplte  of  hia  conviction 

i above  referred  to,  he  was  an  acc--4iiriplice  In  the  fraud  and 
violence,  for  they  became  complete  only  by  the  iBsuance 
bf  the  eertificates  which  were-  the  loffal    sanction  of  the 
election.     As  he  waa  not  an  independent  official,  elected 
by  the  popnh^r  vote,  bnt  one  who   might  at  any  inomcot, 
hu  diEmi&Mrd  hy  Uic  president,  without  any  a»i«;nment  of 
ireafeone,  he  ehoQid  not  be  biaiiicd  for  recoiling  from  epcak- 
ftng  tlie  last  word  in  the  matter.     Bnl  the  lt!iu>t  lie  should 
ivo  done,  in  th«  face  of  tlicsvu  un para! It-led  procccdIngBi 
iraa  to  poslpoiic  his  decision  iiiittt  lie  hud  rupurlcd  to,  and 
''received  instractiona  from,  Washington.     Yet  he  neither 
R»fiUinod  the  reaponsihility  fully  and  completely  InniBclf, 
Loor  devolved  It  on  the  president,  hut  thriiitt  it  on  theright- 
Ifal  votore  in  aticli  a  maoiier  that  he  got  lumeelf  into  a 
Uroublcgomc  dilemma. 

Only  those  election  protcBta  were  to  roceive  any  atten- 
Ition  which  were  forwarded  to  him  within  five  dnyn — a 
term  altogether  too  short,  considering  the  extent  of  the 
.territory  and  its  means  of  irAQsportation.  While  the  in- 
Iroslt^ting  couimittee,  relying  on  the  testimony  of  wit- 
ae«MS»  declared  it  proh&hle,<  that  in  the  oonncil,  at  least 
[7  out  of  18,  and  in  the  honse  of  representatives  14  ont 
[of  26,  woald  have  been  in  favor  of  the  prohibition  of 
[aUvery,  if  none  bnt   rightful  rotera    tiad    voted,    only  7 

<  P.  M  of  ihe  Rcpon  «)rcMl^  ciied. 
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protests  oniiic  in,  in  tiuic  Tlio  S2  elections  whirli 
not  been  fonDall^'  objected  to  wirhin  the  time  Ret, 
wnctionwl,  bj  the  issuiincc  of  c*rtificnte».  That  be  was 
moved  to  do  thift  hj  force  cannot  be  iiMntned,^  since  lio 
declared  those  7  elcctione  void,  aud  ordered  new  electitn« 
io  tLe  didtricts  in  which  they  had  becu  lield,  altboogb  the 
rictora,  in  their  rage,  had  aliooH  literally  held  their  pielote 
to  bi»  brea&t«  tu  deter  him  from  time  betrtiTing  the  slavft- 
boldiog  iotercsL'  The  new  electione  took  place,  and 
Reeder  gave  the  persons  elected  the  legal  certiticntce,  bnl 
the  legislature  which  met  In  Pawnee,  on  the  2il  of  Jnly, 
reoc^nized  the  comnniRvion  of  the  men  eluMen  on  the  30Ui 

'TbtS.Y.BeraU  publUhcd  a  I«tt«r  fnra  Bruoiiwlck,  MiMoatl. 
dat«d  the  SOih  of  April.  183.1.  in  wblch  we  rrftd  :  •■  After  the  ettclloa. 
•Bma  oBelhou^Hnit  Ave  liiiniirfd  of  Hit  vot«n  MDt  «  coinmlitan  lo  Mr 
Keei1«r,  (iiuccrlaiu  ir  it  vtu  bU  I'urivoae  to  ratlff  ihe  ele^'lloa.  Hr 
jmnuiiTiHl  that  It  waa,  uid  fcnid  tl)«  mHjorily  at  an  *lM-tlna  mu>^ 
tb«i  (I*f.  But  it  lit  not  lo  b«  dfniAd  that  ibo  on«  thntuanrl  liv^biiii 
apprvhendlas  Ibai  ilie  |OV«rnur  misbt  MleioiM  to  pUy  ih«  ixraai— 
■luce  hte  ronducl  had  already  b^en  loBtdious  nod  tiDjiist — vnre  no 
lb«ir  bal*  buncliea  oT  hemp.  They  werarcMtv««),  if  a  It  raal  olt<<lii|H«il 
toirnmiiln  upon  ih«  risiiiti  of  ibe  sorervlga  people,  10  bang  liltu." 
Congr.  GMm.  lU  Smb..  Mlh  Congr..  App..  p.  403. 

■WllBon  nid  on  the  l»tb  of  February,  1850,  lo  Ibosetiate:  "I  wDl 
■imply  my.  that  Onrrrnw-  Iteedej-.  In  (he  caae*  broiiglit  b»fnr»  blm. 
MA  t«ntM  t<i  tleltror  thp  oetliftcatM;  thai  b«  inada  thv  refusal  Id  ifc« 
l>r«Mn««  of  the  men  who  elalmttl  llt«ai,  wiib  bowlv-knivcs  kdJ  rr 
i-olT«n  111  Ihfir  bull*,  anu  nrntdst  threats  uT  his  Urp;  aod  while  be 
road  the  utaUfmrDt  beheld  a cook«d revolver  in  liU  haodrarnecewafy 
tteir^rfeose.  Tbare  were  a  Tew  dovoi«d  Triends  aruuod  blm  ei|>ect- 
inx  to  *^  '>'">  nxuxlered  on  thai  occaaion."    lb.  p.  9i. 

"Tbe  KanM* /'I'inwr  wrote:  "W«  wuuld  not  like  to  •»#  the  cot- 
eraorda»gllBglii  iheatr  by  the  naek— be  will  noon  be  dead,  desil. 
dMtd.  wilboul  that— merely  bocaoae  we  caoalder  IiIid  a  fair  bjiecltueii 
of  earteiD  chivalry,  anil  a  very  fair  aaiiiple  of  a  Free-Aoiler;  bat  If  b« 
b  ao  abolltloniM  at  h*-art  aod  la  action  ajid  woald  abet  In  rnaoUig  irfT 
darkle*  iaiu  Cauada,  il  iut|;ht  bo  veil  eooo^  to  place  lbs  eonM 
arttuBd  his  ni-ck.  by  way  of  * x|>ej liaeoi  to  hear  him  rnii|p||  ud  Me 
him  make  preuy  laeefc"  Frlnied  in  the  ».  y.  Tribwu  of  April 
1ft,  1M8. 
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Of  3Iar«h,  witlivut  any  eiaraiDatioa  of  the  matter  whiit 
ever.* 

Over  aycar  had  passed  since  the  Kansas- Nchraeka  bill 
hud  become  h  law,  The  territory  had  been  left  all  tliat 
time  witliunt  a  lugialaturc  and  witliuul  local  laws;'  and 
now  the  h^gitilntiire  began  to  act  by  disivgHrdlng  the  right' 
fal  anthority  of  th«  governor,  and  by  plndtig  the  seal  of 
legality  on  the  violence  vf  the  Missouriaim  in  ita  fullest 
extent.  KiiiiKae  had  a  legielatiire  wliuiie  legal  title,  accord- 
iug  to  a  public  declaration  of  its  governor,  did  not  depend 
on  the  federal  laws,  but  on  an  unheard-of  act  of  violence 
of  foreign  intrudore,  yet  one  which  tlte  governor  himself 
n-as  ol'li,;;od  to  recognize  as  the  legal  law-giving  power  of 
tlie  territory.  The  granting  vf  the  32  certificates  of  elec- 
tion was  a  6tc)>  which  could  not  bo  retraced,  and  which 
could  not  but  Ifu  attended  by  the  most  iinb^ippy  coniw- 
uocnces.  By  grunting  them,  Kcvdur  had  notoiiljr  tied  hia 
own  hands  but  be  had  involved  the  law-abiding  popuhi- 
tloa  and  the  fudiTal  authorities  in  a  net,  in  whieh  right 
and  law  became  disetitaiiglt^able  ktiotti,  UU  lialting,  in  the 
beginning,  between  the  Iwu  sides,  furnished  the  slave- 
holding  iutereat  with  the  legal  serL>w  xvith  which  itcruahed 
Otlt  Kight,  and  PieiH-e's  sins  of  omiBsion  turned  it  bo 
tiglttly,  that  congress  would  have  to  break  it  to  pieces,  if 
juiitioe  were  to  he  done  to  Hight, 

In  the  emfoarrassment  caused  Lim  b^  the  invaaion  of  the 


1  Conicr.  aiobs,  IM  SetM..  84lb  Conirr.,  App.,  pp.  K.  87A. 

>Tb«  EsDMs  mwMAgp  i>r  tlio  |iroi>i<1i*iit.  of  Iho  24lli  or  Januftry. 
l&Vt.  iSlnlMinao's  Mxnual,  III.,  |>.  £l'.^i>),  itiHiiiiiaieil  tlinl  K^etl^r  wn.i 
10  bM  blamod  for  Ibis  criminni  ii«gli^nc«.  But  if  IhU  w«re  w,  i'i0i>cii 
btul  brcome  III'  own  scciuer,  sln^e  th«  jtOTemorwu  his  a<;eDt,  for 
wboM  kctloD  or  ln«clli>n  hv  wah  rc«|ii>n><ilik-.  Tbe  pnwiilroi  wm 
(iMIl^l  tOMty  wl>«n  be  disapproved  Uie  one  or  the  other,  uid  If  hU 
dUap^trvbaiion  bad  no  trS^t,  It  WM  bU  doty  U>  male*  ua*  of  bit  rigbl 
of  removal 
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MisBouriaoB,  lieeJcr  withdrew  behind  the  authoritr  of  the 
l^residetit,  bnt  the  latter  could  not,  in  turn,  hide  boUind 
th«   gr>vemor.      Altliongh    Keeder    hsd    omitted    to   ask 
iiwtTDctiuns  from  the  president,  before  the  dccUioa  of  tbfl 
question  of  the  election  certiHcate*,  he  had  by  private  let- 
ters informed   him  of  the  doings  at  Uie   [tolls.     Pieroe, 
therefore,  knew  thnt  the  election  waa  reully  no  eleetion, 
and  that  the  men  elected  could  not  reall}'  he  the  ]e';i8lnture 
wbiob,  under  the  oi^nie  law,  wae,  with  the  oo-openttion 
of  the  governor,  to  cxereifio  the  law-giving  power  in  the 
territory.     He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  inqaire  whether, 
nccording  to  the  daute  of  the  conatitatJon.  which  i-cijaires 
him  tu  see  to  the  exi'cntion  of  the  lawa,  it  vrm  hie  diitjr  to 
atTord  a  remcdj-  here,  and  what  the  remedy  abonld    be. 
But  Pierce  let  things  take  thrir  course.     Kt-edrr  slated, 
that,  in  the  cunvcrsatiuna  he  had  had  with   him,  in   Maj, 
the   iireeident   bad  futlr  approved  his  coarse,  and  onljr 
r^'reted.  that,  in  hia  tpoech  at  Eaaton,  he  had  not  handled 
the  MiBsourian^  moregtrntly.'     And  in  hii  annnal  riiesnaga 
of  December  SI,  lb55,  the  president  declared  that  nothiojp ' 
bad  hai^ieued  in  Kauaaa  vhicli  wonld  have  juali6ed  tlie 
interfcn^iic<?  of  th*"  federal  eswtirive,  although  Ik'  expreselr 
reinorkud,   at  the  same  time,  that  the  population  had  a 
right  to  ask  protiKtion  again«t  the  meddling  of  ouUidan 
in   the  affairs  of  llie  territory.     According    to    this,  ths 
execution  of  the  federal  laws — and  tberofore  uf  the  nrj^anio 
law— Lad  not  been  prevenlod  by  ilie  invasion  ol  the  Uil- 
Bourinns  for  the  president  aaid,  that  in   that  «ase,  stldl 
interference  would  hare  been  neeecsary.* 

<  K»pon  or  thr  CummlitM  of  In»atlgstioa,  pp.  Wt,  U& 
■  "111  tbe  Unitorv  of  Kmlm  ibctf*  hav*  tM«0  UM  prfjodlelal  U 
piod  orf«.  but  ■>  T«  nnDB  har*  iwrurred  ondrr  c<ipraaMan>:«t  w  i 
jvatity  Um  loU.n»»iiioB  Of  Um  lM*raI  n«utivc     Tbrnl  vt>u\^  %m\y  fea' 
ID  <*M' oTolwUiu-tloii  le  fMlfral  law.  M- Uir  arcaulMO  tMblaocv  to  icr- 
lihsial  Uw, aMOuOag  iba cftaracM  ol liwuirsolkia,  which,  if  tt  «U.Mitil 


I 
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t'  prcAulent.  tlierefore,  defended  hia  psRsivity,  not  by 
tba  uaut  of  lugal  power,  Init  ly  tUe  alfseiu-e  ut'  sufHt'ient 
catiM  for  aulton.  Hale  called  attentioQ  to  tlie  fact  that  the 
same  president  had,  receiitlj,  Bent  the  United  Stnte^ 
aCtoruejr  iu  Btiuton  an  order  hy  telegraph,  witlioiit  aiiy 
regard  to  expense  to  summon  the  civil  authoriiiet;  and  the 
military  in  order  to  ent'oroe  the  Fugitive  Slare  Law,  and 
asked  whether  a  thgitive  slave  really  weighed  m  much 
more  in  the  scalea  of  the  supremacy  of  law  and  of  justice, 
than  the  itiva-ii  i>;  army  of  illegal  voters  from  Missouri.* 
Indevd,  if  tlm  tortuoQS  derUratioiis  of  the  metieage  did  not 
mean  timt  the  preeident,  siiitfi  of  tlie  reports  of  tlie  governor 
iiominatwl  by  him,  looked  upon  tlie  entire  sl-ory  of  the 
invasion,  as,  in  the  main,  a  malicious  fabricati'mf  it  would 
luive  heen  inipouiilile  to  imsfrlne  a  more  idle  excnse  for 
hiK  pln}'>i>?  the  part  of  an  inaolive  6])eL'tator.  Tlie  ques* 
tiou  uf  power  xlVorded  him  a  iiiiKrli  better  pretext,  although 
even  it  ntforded  him  no  real  protection. 

"Whatever  might  have  been  the  powers  of  the  president, 
Kt  long  ae  the  elections  had  not  Wen  perfected,  by  tlie  cer- 
titicatcs  of  election,  the  Dionient  iheae  certidtutes  came 
into  the  liatids  of  the  per&ous  elected,  even  he  was  con- 
'fronted  by  an  aocompllslied  fact,  the  formal  legality  of 
which  could  not  be  contested.  We  cannot  discover  from 
what  provision  of  the  constitution  or  of  the  orgnnic  law 
hiB  right  could  be  deduced  now  to  Huniil  tlie  electlune  and 


OMDr,  11  wouM  bo  my  Aulj  protU)iil]r  to  ovarcomft  and  tapprcM.  I 
cherixli  th«^  liojie.  ItoTcevvr,  ItiiU  iLie  nccurrfiiicv  or  any  such  unlownn) 
BSBOl  will  I*  prevpmed  by  iti«  soiinil  »i'ii*e  of  llie  pitnpto  ol"  ttie  leirl- 
b>ry,  V')*",  l>v  [t«  of^ntiiG  Inw,  po>«««)'iii|;  iti?  riglit  lo  doi«tniin9  lb«lr 
DWD  d<inK-Mlc  iiutliHLluiKi,  MB  eiitiUeO,  while  deporllat:  tlieniaelvea 
{WM-rfully,  Iu  titfl  frM  sxprcltw  of  lliul  riglic,  noil  matt  ba  promcl«d  la 
lb«  tnjortiifiit  ofll,  wiilmitt  iii(err«r«uce  on  ib«  pftrtof  ttie  «i^s«Aflor 
any  of  ilie NintM "  AlMccmKn'*  Man,.  Ill,  p.  3118. 
>  Cvoff.  tiibbt,  Ut  $ea*.,X-IUi  Cofl^r^  App.,  p.  IU. 
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to  order  new  ones.  It  is  etUl  more  doubtful  vrliether  be 
cootd  have  I'ustpooed  the  meeting  of  the  legiiiliauru,  aftvr 
Reeder  liad  called  it  for  the  2nd  of  July.  But  oreo  if  be 
hui  not  the  right  to  do  this,  he  ehuuld  not  have  rcmunecl 
entirelj  pnftNive.  The  right  nnil  the  dnty  must  hare  been 
lodgi-d  Mfini^wliere  to  »ee  thiit  Kiinsao  ji^t  its  righu,  even 
after  the  wrong  done  it  had  been  formally  legitlixed  by  tbe 
iMiiinnce  of  the  oertifieateit  of  election,  and  the  fedend 
authorities  mnst  hare  In-en  authorized  and  utiMgei]  tu  >ip[i'}' 
a  remedy,  eince  KauEae,  being  a  territor}'.  van  stJII  under 
federal  tulela^.  Stephens  alleged  Uml  the  legaliiy  of  the 
legislature  was  a  question  of  luw,  and  had,  therefore,  to  be 
Bottled  by  the  courts.  But  in  the  celebrated  ca«o  of  Luther 
fM.  Borden,  the  Supremo  Coort  of  the  United  Sittt««  hud 
dci-idcd  the  auaWgou6  question,  who  whs  tu  judgu  t>f  the 
It;galit;>'  ufii^tatcgovenunent,  against  it» own  jiiriMliction,> 
Hence  only  congrefts  remained  and  ita  power  could  not 
be  doubted,  eince  the  political  existence  of  the  territory 
depended  on  cotigrees  alone.  But  as  the  iirei^idi^iit  was 
obliged  to  tieo  to  the  e^tecnlion  of  the  laws,  It^wiw  evidently 
hia  duty — when  he  recx>giiiz(.-d  tlie  fact  ttiat  the  lawH  had 
been  riolated  and  thought  that  in  this  case  be  did  not 


»Ho«»Td's  B«p.,  VII.,  pp.  88-48;  C^lrO^  SVII..  pp,  6-JO.  la  ti» 
official  coDdtmiinlinn  oribir  tifclsWe  puiHU,  we  r#»A:  "Upon  a  qiiM- 
tioD  whether  n  gi>rr>niinent.  wliitli  ilvrUred  luartlul  law.  «r«j>  rlio  doljr 
Con»tltiiti>d  governmeul  of  Ih*  .t*t«.,  it  w.io  held,  \hiil  iht,  ctrenii  wxm 
bad  niA  pfiwiT  M  iTjr  and  driMiulne  Uib  iiiirriloa,  wlilcli.  ao  rai-  aa  lb* 
L'olteO  :^laie»  wu  conconied  be)nii](i-<l  M  tUe  political,  aail  ttol  to  Uie 
Jg<licittl  power."  And  wi  w*  rotd  to  a  loarKlaal  not*  to  Ihir  caar  i!*citM 
two  yctm  lirfiire  afRcutl  «a.  Jnnm:  "An  o)iJ«cttua  to  ilic  validliy  of 
a  tiatut*  rtmntletl  ap»n  ih«>  jtroiiad  itmi  Die  le^lslatnre  vtiicb  paMml  h 
w«r*  not  eoiDp«>ienl  or  du1>  organlzMl  nader  a<.-l»  of  cnti^roB  oad  (b* 
(!nn^itu(ioD,»o  a*  In  p«M  valid  olatute*.  lanot  winiln  Ihxi  noofKiniMnfT 
Bted  ia  Ibf  Utrniy.linh  aectlon  of  the  JiidlcJajy  aci.  and  tliotcfori.'  llili 
cotin  hae  nnjuriMlieifoD  ijver  ib#  «ttbj«ct.*'  Ctwgr.  Ulwbe,  In  Paia. 
8Mt  C'lNiur..  .\1>1>-,  p.  1L14. 
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have  tlie  requisite  legal  aiitliority  to  enforce  tbcm — to  sab- 
lult  the  uiuttcr  to  coiigrces,  \  liirli  wan  not  in  eee^iuu  at 
the  time,  oe  toots  as  it  met,  with  ilie  dt^iiimid  for  tmmedtate 
relief,  la^tead  of  tliifi,  he  oi]l}r  declared,  as  we  have  Keen, 
thnt  tbc  violatiiMis  of  order  wliiL>li  liud  taken  place  in  Kari- 
ftae  would  not  have  autliurized  any  intcrft>i-ou<.>e  oii  iiis  gmrt 
and  lie  at  the  same  time  etmngly  eidod  witli  the  trmpaMers 
iu  the  territory,  for  after  tlie  goveraor  liad  once,  with  tlie 
tacit  aescut  of  the  president,  recognized  tbe  logisktiire, 
tbc  Utter  spiti;  of  ite  illugsl  origin  was  in  contemjitation 
of  law  tbc  It^ialatiiru  de  Jitcto  and  da  Jitrg^  so  long  as 
congress  hnti  not  du^rcfd  away  iiH  legul  existence  l)ccan!ie 
of  ita  nnlawful  origin,  and  tlina,  of  coursu  tiilLeii  all  legal 
force  from  ita  legislative  acta. 

Pierce  bad  complained  t<>  Heedcr,  in  Uay,  tbat  Kansus 
lert  bim  no  pi*ac*?dHy  or  iii;;lil.'  Tbut  wasprei^umalily  tlie 
jufitilioution,  in  bie  own  mind,  of  the  reprouf  adminiF>tcre(l 
to  Ruedor  oil  account  of  hiB  unxpnrin^  denunciation  of  the 
urians.  Cei'liiiu  it  is  lliat  tiic  offence  wliicb  tbe 
langnage  of  tbe  g<>vernor  bad  given  tbe  sonth  uvua 
not  the  only  reason  wbicb  made  tliut  denunciation  80 
objection aUIt]  to  bim,  Hltlioii<;b  be  did  not  hiiuwif  at  all 
approve  tbe  invaei^'n.  Oriininations  like  the  Easton 
speecli  ea£t  oil  n|>ori  the  tlamed;  but  he  etill  held  to  Uie 
hope  tbnt  he  would  yet  be  iible  to  satisfy  the  slavocracy 
witlioni  inttMiKifying  tl i irrn-iiccK  or  exrlting  nassinn  Blill 
more.  The  Kaiua«  policy  of  tbe  preaident  waa  not  a  rii th- 
ins conspimcy.  Pierce  wiia  not  capable  of  ench  a  oon< 
Ct.>y,  for  he  bad  neither  the  moral  depravity  nor  tlie 
\It  *tut4  ibMt  Uii*  Kan*AH  m*n«r  lind  givea  bim  m»tv  bnnulog 
tjr  thiiD  nnylblDg  Dial  bad  baiiiicni-d  hIiuh  the  lots  of  his  Mm; 
I  bflUDIwl  liim  iIhj  nml  Di|Clil.  iinil  wiu  Ibe  gr«>iU  (wershudowing 
tr«uM«  (>rii(»  admlaiBtraliou."    B«p«rt  ot  lli«  Invesii^allug  CuiutalUee, 
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energy  of  eliaracter  wliiob  it  required.     Xolliio^  whoievir 
iu   lUat  policjr  was  premeditJited  or  irn-muviililv  tlxcd  Ijhi 
the  reeolntioo  uot  to  spoil  inatters  with  llie  slAvocracy;  u 
to  tlie  re^i,  it  was  tlirou)*lio(it  iJie  product  of  a  conteitipi- 
iblo  weakness  wliicb  interfered  positivelj  in  events  onlv 
to  the  extent  that  it  drew  itself  mure  and  more,  througli 
the  instrutnontaltty  of  its  tirst  eins  of  omifision,  into  tli« 
wrong  path  whicli   it  lisd  allovud  iteolf  to  bo  directed  to 
by  tbu  coaiitioii  of  tliu  tlavocmcy  and   the**^t;bra«CBlfi'*of 
tlie  Qorthcru  states.     After  the  pi-usident  had  given  Kau- 
Mui  H  gDvernor  who  swore  !»y  the  ^  grvM  priiiriplw  **  of  thu 
KansacuXebraska  hill,  the  admiuislration    had   no  putlc)' 
whatever  in  respect  lu  Kuiduu,  until  the  mevtiiig  of  the 
the  U'gi^lnture.     To  look   on,   wait,   impose  silence  and 
let  thioj^  take  their  course,  was  iu  entire  wisdom,  and  its 
motive  was  the  de#irc,  hy  Its  pa&eivity,  tu  r^piin  lL(.-|>eiuw 
that  had  been  lost.     Bat  the  }>eriod  between  the  3d  of 
Jul;  and  the  31«t  of  December,  had  been  rich  in  events, 
and  it  liad  heajMNl  proof  on  )>ruof  that  this  taeaiia  forced 
it   farther   and   t'ltrtlicr    fnjin  the  wiehed-fur   goaL      Tbo 
luo&BagCt  indeed,  claiiuvd  that  the  prc»idci)t  had,  to  the 
very  himr  of  itti   publication,  remained  dntifnllr  punve, 
but  tlie  fucts  had  long  since  ^vrn  that  pwuivitT  the  char- 
acter of  a  poutivi^  pnip^inme  of  the  mo»t  eminently  itn- 
piirunt  t»carin};,  frum  which  Che  administration  could  oot 
now  dejutrt. 

Scatrmly  had  the  Ic^slature  org^tzed,  when  it  resolved 
tu  treniifer  its  ttmt  from  IVwne*  lo  Shawnee.  The  eaiisa 
assigned  fur  thia  nMolntion  i»-as  the  want  of  safBcIt-nt  le- 
comnKMlaliuu.  in  the  foniifrplnce.  but  the  real  mniire  wu 
that  sUiawiieo  was  uluat«>d  wry  near  the  Ktsaoori  burder.' 


>OM<r-OW>^  IM  *••*.  Wh  CWgr..  Apr.  P^  ML  W.  rhUlnit 
wrltM:  -At  Um  MlMkioa  i^ba«urr>  ili*  kicutmur*  w«t«  at  hwaai 
ibai  hi,  tbaf  ««n  naarty  an    U  ««  oal;  ub«  atla  tton  tk«  Mt>MHir 


bill  whidi  they  pa>s«d  there  was  rcluriicd  by  Elecdcr,  on 
ilie  21iit  of  Jul;,  with  the  statement  that  the  Icgislntnre 
was  uut  authorized  to  remove  to  S)inwuee  and  tlmt,  there- 
fore, everything  M-hich  it  bod  done  there  vras  illcgnl  <i6 
initio  luid  did  not  have  tlio  furce  of  law.  Spite  of  thia 
objectioD,  that  body  contiuucd  itA  Ic^ielative  action,  but 
reqiieated  the  sii|irfiiiL-  court  of  ihu  territory  to  give  ita 
opinioD  on  the  cjiic>liuii  in  diapiile.  The  snjjreme  court 
•ot  the  territory  expreAsed  its  deeire  to  grunt  the  requeet 
on  account  of  the  great  importativc  of  the  question,  a1- 
tJiougk  the  matter  was  ecmm  non  Judice,  and  gave  an 
opinion  unconditionally  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  the  legis- 
laturot  bccaii&e  tliere  \va«  uo  want  of  prei-fdotits  to  abow 
that  legi>-Utivo  ass^-tti lilies  had  temporarily  (.-hanged  their 
Hat,  and  bcvausc,  as  congress  bad  by  hiw  of  Mai-ch  3, 
1855,  recognized  the  right  of  the  legislature  to  dctcrmioe, 
by  ttututc,  the  {RM-mancnt  eeat  of  the  govertinivnl,  it  could 
also  determinu  tlio  temporary  unu,  since  the  greater  in- 
duded  Ibu  leM.' 

Tbie  reaeouiug  woe  not  without  weight,  but  there  was 
nu  lack  of  upjiLtsiug  rcoeoui^  of  which  the  Hiime  tuight  be 
rnid.  The  iii8taucc  cited  of  the  reinuval  of  tlie  congress 
from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster,  during  tiie  revolutionary 
war,  waa   no  precedent,    tirat,    becauae  the  oongrcsa  had 

li]i»,uid  four  DiitsB  Trnm  Wmrporl-  Hnck«  left  Ibn  mlMlan  ovety 
evenlnK.  on  the  ntljournmotit,  lakinic  Ui«  iiieiulitrslo  W»i|>orl.  mid 
bmagbl  lli«ni  tnck  next  tD«niu>^"  Tim  Cootiiifj-l  uT  Kaauii,  |i  101. 
>  The  o|>)nloD  Is  lo  b«  found  In  lull  la  Uis  Cvngr.  Ulobe,  Isi  ^l^w., 
aith  CoogT.,  p.  49e-4{». 
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acted  under  the  pressnre  of  a  wnr  iteoeult^,  and  »n»iidly 
because  the  politico-legnl  nature  of  Uie  congresB  and  ihat 
of  tlie  territorial  lej^ielatore  Vfi-c  of  a  Tcry  difTorent  kind. 
The  qnetstion  contd  not  be  derided  at  all  hy  general  jirin- 
ciple«.  IrVliatever  theorj  fniglit  njquire,  or  whaU'vw 
other  legislative  Itodiee  might  lia?e  done  tmchalltfiigad, 
the  only  queetioD  here  vita  wlicth^r  the  l^^latiire  of 
Kantaa,  acoordiu^  to  the  orguuic  luw.  the  only  source  of 
all  H»  poir6r»,  hud  a  rif;ht  to  lake  the  action  it  had  taktm. 
Tlie  wording  of  the  law  afforded  no  undoubted  anewor  LO 
thui,  and  hence  further  inqiilrr.  as  to  the  intention  o(  tlio 
legislator.  vh»  ueue»sar^.  But  of  tliis,  the*  principle  that 
tho  gnmter  includes  the  ]eM.  a  principle  of  br  no  meatw 
unlimited  anplicalioit,  was  not.  witliout  any  more  ado,  to 
be  looked  on  at  decii»iv«.  It  was  mueli  more  perlinenl  to 
reawn  aa  follows:  SJuoe  the  guverour  vu  to  decide  the 
time  and  place  of  the  meeting  at  the  6nt  k^Uatare,  and- ' 
sine*  the  organin  law  itself  had  selected  L^venvorth  as 
the  teutpotary  eeat  of  government^  it  ^was  tlie  intention 
of  oonj^nws  that  the  di>«rvtioD  of  the  I^slature  should 
be  limited  to  the  detenuioutioD  by  statute  of  the  perma- 
nent teat  of  govcmmenL'  But  even  if  tbo  l«gialatiin 
had  taken  il«  revoke  for  real  and  vfttid  rMaooa,  oongross 
vouldT  nevettlicle«»,  in  all  proUthilitr,  bare  questioned  its 
power  M  little  at  it  had,  at  another  time,  ohjivfrd  to  the 
reaiwvsl  by  the  territorial  lrfci£l«tnre  of  Oi«^>n  uf  the 
Mat  of  govMnmoni  from  Oirfoa  City  to  Portland.  Th« 
^tmUoo  of  bw  wa»  ntaoct  wly  becaaae  the  removal  vai 
iDt«mkd  to  aarre  pulitioal  t>od»,  and  a»  tlw  will  of  the 
kgiabitor  coaM  not  be  driennioed  vith  certainty.  th«^ 
anawrr  gix«n  it  wa«  uwd*  tu  depend  on  the  jndemeBl 
paMcd  o«  the#e  pplttioal  vnAs.     U«nc«  it  waserrtaia  frwo 
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ne  £Kt  tliat  the  lep;ifllatiire  wonld  retnitrn  the  vi«tor,  in 
the  struggle  with  tlie  governor,  for  it  repi-C'^jnted  the 
elavc-hoMinfi;  interest,  and  this  determined  the  pof^ition  of 
the  president  on  the  qaestioa. 

Sincti  liceder  looked  n[>on  the  removal  to  Shawnee  as 
illeg»l,  the  gotitlemen  tliere  Hs»enibled  were,  iu  hie  eje£, 
onlj  the  choMii  members  of  the  legislature,  bntnot  the 
Ifgisladirc;  of  the  tprritorv,  and  he,  tlieret'ore,  refused  to 
have  any  ofticial  intercourse  with  them  as  »iich.  Their 
answer  to  tliis  wa»  a  petition  to  tlie  president  to  remove 
the  governor  from  office.*  As  Pieroehad  already  informed 
R(?eder,  in  May,  that  the  ditiiipiiointeil  slavtu'raey  im- 
patietilly  demanded  his  removal,  the  latter  could  not  ije 
enrpri&cd  that  he  now  yielded  to  thia  new  pressure.  Keeder 
had,  however,  reason  to  aseiiine  that  his  removal  would 
take  place,  in  some  other  tunn.  Pierce  had,  in  tlie  begin- 
ning, acted  very  considerately,  oonstilted  with  Reeder  long 
to  tind  how  he  could  adcijiiately  conipensnte  bim,  and 
held  out  a  pro*|>ect  to  him  oi'  the  ainhaasadorstiip  to  China. 
Now,  the  fiict  that  lie  be1oT>gcd  to  a  company  which,  sav- 
ing the  assent  of  tlie  federal  goveniraent^  contemplated 
the  pnrchn«e  of  Indian  Initds,  furniehod  a  pretext  for  his 
discharge  on  account  of  altered  qiiestioiinblc  and  illegal 
(peculation  in  land.  On  the  lOtb  of  Aagiut,  Wilson 
Shannon,  of  Ohio,  was  nominated  hi^  sacceesor. 

What  was  to  be  expected  from  Shannon  mi-fht  he  in- 
ferred from  tlie  fact  that  he  accepted,  with  thanks,  the 
Holctnn  rccoptiuD  tendered  him,  in  Westport,  3Iib£ouri, 
the  headfjuartwrs  of  the  Border  Riiffiana.  On  tlii»  occa- 
sion, bo  made  a  »i»e<jcb  in  which,  according  to  the  Miasouri 
Democrat,  he  asked  the  Missonrians  for  their  support, 
and  in  which,  he,  in    plain  words   exprcijsed    him&ulf  io 

1 8aa.  B^.,  Iu.  &«•§.,  84tli  COngr.,  No.  ISS.  VoL  11..  p.  17. 
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favor  of  milking  KanRas  a  slare  Rtnte.*  The  elavocntcjr 
iniglit  Iwlicro  tJiat,  tliie  time.  Pierce  lind  inailo  no  mta- 
Uko,  Hiid  liicf  oouIJ  liopu  eo  all  tlte  more  coiifideutljTt  w 
Sliiuinon,  unliku  licvdur,  wm  uut  u  man  witli  a  vill  aod 
nnibition  of  his  owii,  but  a  weak,  tbird>rate  politician, 
with  no  indepondeDce  in  tlioiigliL  or  action. 

Wlk«n  the  uew  governor  who  took  the  oath  of  oflic«,  on 
th«  7lli  of  SoptGinbcr,  came  into  tlie  territory,  the  legisla- 
tiiro  had  already  adjourned.'  Bnt  short  ae  the  eee«i>n 
had  been,  gr«at  things  had  bcon  accomplished  hj  it,  botli 
in  i|Ountity  luid  qnnlitr.  The  ln>v8  pne»cd,  in  a  few  wi'du, 
tnake  m  large  a  voltime'  that  it  seems  inconueivahte,  at 
ttr»t  glniico,  how,  with  oven  the  most  superficial  attention, 
this  |>ii»:e  uf  labor  could  have  been  accomplished,  in  so 
fthorl  M  liuie.  A  little  closer  r:(umiuutiun,  lioweTer, 
nadiljr  explains  the  enigma.  The  laws  of  ]dii«Duri  wen 
iKidity  luiopted  and  In  such  a  hnrrv\  that,  in  the  printing, 
the  word  "  territory"  was  not  everywhere  sabstituted  for 
th«  word  "siHtei,"  and  it  had  snbseqnently  to  be  provided 
tliat  this  sliontd  be  done.  The  gentlemen  had  accorded 
thetosvlvM  mora  time,  where  there  was  qno^tiun  of  taking 
eMW  of  their  own  interwta,  by  the  granltn^  of  valuable 
ehftrter*   and   other   things   oif    the  same  kind.*     jQwir 


*"n«tkoaf|it,  wlih  nfcnaee lo  ttovMr.  dMS as  Mtaoari  aad  Kiiw 

Ma  <»*r«  »t)jo)*tl«jt  slaMSk  -  -  It  we«M  to  vsU  if  lh*tr  IiMtllw. 
itoM  kliisiUI  h«rmt«il««,  olharwi**  Ifcfttw  ««eU  te  oontiBml  iinamJi 
*ihI  Untilor  U'W.W  n*  was  (tar  ila*<fy  is  gsaiM  (1>xk1  gligpw.") 
Ulv«1  V  1<i>uil|««,  OwiMtt  9f  CaM*K  ^  1I»  It  Is  saU  tlut  SIm^ 
(tna  KAwnt  ftnl*  <l«cl«r«*t  Um  refun  m  b*  laaccwale  Wl  U  msf  aofc 
«UtiM«Mlac  W  PMiMwiJ  M  ta  ito  Mala  vm. 
*Qall»»lk«rAMWL 

»w»ra«^ 

•  !M»i*>»f  0>t^itaM.<Btt*  nmtt3mm,t9m.  la  tka  Imnm  «r 

of  lUs  rwn  «r  tta -iMSif**  TSotony  arKaDM:" 

'  -U  issa  SB  He  oiTlalfct  9«Mt»  eg  Mt  -eeda  at 

Man,'  f vw  *tH  Itol  ae*  kwdnd  Mi  tet^  |wfM  of  It,  o*ar  «a««titk 
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]ul>orfl  of   course    irore  devoted   clitcfly    to   alnvcry   and 

[to  all  that  waa  connected  with  elavcpy,  and  their  achiere- 

L|DOnt«  in    Uiie  domain,  eiirpnescd  cvcrytluiig  that  cuuld 

pavo  Iwun  fX[>ectcd,  even  from  a  IcgiBlHliire  with  »ucli  an 

Ivrlgiii.     Ill  reading  them,  one  Iintt  to  rtih  hh  eyes  to  cou- 

f'vince  hiinftelt'  that  he  is  not  dreaming,  for  it  eeems  impo»> 

aible  to  iiuHginc  that,  in  the  aeuund  lialf  of  the  nineteenth 

century,  such  Iluiinic  laws  can  have  been  pae«ed,  ia  the 

democratic  republic  of  tlie  T'nlted  States. 

So  far  as  the  great  conetitutional  cjiieetion  at  issue  was 
beonoerned.  it  was  of  decisive  impurtaiiee  that  no  law  iutro> 
[duced  Biiivery  or  expressly  poriniltod  it,  but  all  the  laws 
I  relating  to   it  etarted  out  with  the  aisitrnption,  that  it 
already  legally  existed  in  the  territory.     Ilenec  the  prin- 
ciple of  "  |>opul4U'  »ovL-rcignty,"  at-  it  had  bcun  interpreted 
by    Doiiglufi,  CitAB  and   other  northttrn    DuinocntU,   was 
I  reject«<l  by  the  Icglelatare.     It  aeeumcd  thu  extreme  eoath- 
cni    point  of  view,  in  aixordnnvc  with  which  the  slave- 
holders, independently  of  the  constitution,  had  the  right 
'  to  go  with  their  Blaves  into  the  territories,  and  this  right 
during  the  territorial  condition,  eiinply  inriolnhle. 
handful    uf    ubxcarantistB   whom     the    waslted    and 
nuwatihed  rabble  of  tbe  border  couiiliee  of  Mibiionri  had 


a{  iti«  wtiole,  dftvol»d  to  corporatloDfl,  shinftled  in  prnn»toD  orvi 
ttm.'  wliolu  Mrritorjt  praDling  chartors  fur  rallmnd?,  iDeurancc  cotO' 
(Mules,  loll  bridges,  Terries.  nnlversIiieK.  mialDg  corapaules,  |j|niik- 
roads,  Mill,  in  ftct,  nU  fcinds  nt'  cbarlcrs  that  mc  vi  value  lo  l]>v\t 
rvcijiit^i^  anit  more.  Indeed,  Uian  will  tie  ueMled  (li< t>-  Tif  iiitmjr 
]r««rc.  N'l  li-M  ibui  Til II r  or  flve  linndrHl  jierKina  (ant  rniinlin^  nne 
buadrcd  tcrriioriut  mtd  uoiniutMivnent)  linre  been  Itiua  it>c«rpr)riiiiKl, 
■nllutrf  been  mnil«  ilie  recipienU  of  ibo  boDoty  of  thai  l^glslitltno 
of  KkDMte.  tnakiRg  a  great  porlloa.  If  not  all  or  iliem.  iniere^etl  adro- 

■  cnteii  traanatnin  Ibc  Icfiidity  of  tttDMO  Inwa  now  in  dlspuio  l?el'<>re  lh« 
American  people"  Congr.  Globe.  IW  Sei»  ,  $<tli  ("iiiisr.  .^pj»..  p. 
04?.  C'liier  JiJiiicA  I^>ot>mpi9  the  author  of  ili«  jiidictiil  opinioa  n- 
ferred  to  was  ilclily  xeoieaibeicd  in  iho  divtilun  of  the  aiwilit. 
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made  io(o  a  Icgieltttore  for  Kan^ns,  h&A  aiit  the  Gon3inn 
knot  of  the  "  gpwt  principle'*  of  Uie  Kniisa*-N«bnukft  bill, 
ud  woo  to  him  who  dared  to  lift  even  n  linger  ngu'n^t 
tbcir  decision.  Any  one  who,  omllj:  or  in  wri  ting,  claimed 
iLiU  eluvcr^  did  not  Icgully  exist  in  the  icrritoiy,  or  who 
dreiihited  any  production  of  the  prcM  in  which  that  bereey 
waa  prenchod,  was  to  be  punished  hj  iniprifkynment  al 
liard  labor,  fur  not  iee.3  than  two  years.>  The  like  penalty 
was  incrooMd  to  not  less  ilian  five  year*,  in  the  case  of  a 
|ver8on  who  did  anythin<r  calculated  to  make  slaves  disaat- 
i^Ked  or  refractory,  or  to  Indnce  them  to  e»t'a]ie.*  A  per- 
M>n  «>entenced  to  imprison  men  t  at  hard  labor  and  who  wu 
set  at  work  ontside  of  the  priton  walls,  waa  to  drag. 
nttnchcd  to  hia  ankle,  achaia  six  feet  lonp,  with  links  froin 
(>ne-(]unrter  to  ihree-eighthi  of  an  inch  tliiclc,  and  ending 
ID  a  ball  from  fonr  to  six  inches  in  diameter;  bat  the 
prison-keeper  might  ndd  more  cliaina  to  tltis.'  Anyone  who 
persuaded  a  slave  to  escape,  or  mded  him  in  hia  flight, 
was  to  be  sentenced  to  at  leaat  tea  yean  impritotimunt  at 
hard  labor  or  to  safier  tlie  death  penalty,*  while  the  nbdac- 
Iton  of  a  white  child  was  punished  with  the  furoe  kind  of 
impriaunmcut  fur  only  fntiu  six  months  to  Sve  yuar^*  rape 
for  not  ]e«8  than  five  years*  and  attemptcil  poitoning,  from 
fire  to  ten  yeard.' 

The»e  laws  drew  from  Clayton,  senator  from  the  ilare 
atate  of  DeUware.  the  indigiiimt  remark,  that,  under  them, 
ereo  John  C.  Calhonn  would  not  be  safe  from  the  hooM 


'  8#a.  Doc^  lit  Hid  Sad  Smb.,  Siita  Ckiap..  ToL  XI,  X0.M,  Un  of 
th*  Tvniiory  of  Canaaa.  p.  Ha 

■  IK,  p-eoow 
» IV.  r  sia 

•IKp-Wti 

<Ik,t>.ML 
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correction.*     But  tho  nortli  which  ha<l  fallen  a  victim 

^■to  fatiuticisin  van  fio  near  tu  \\U]fi   IJelnware  that  CIiLytuii 

^Ricc&nio  quickly  eiicklieil  over  with  the  pule  cnitt  of  tlioiiglit. 

Vjoncs  of  Tennee«ec  auid  that  all  dlave  alatOB  bad  «iich  laws, 

atid  expret»4:-(l  the  opinion,  that    the   scoundrels   agnin&t 

vhoin  ihey  were  direeted  should  not  be  sent  lo  the  Jioitce 

Httf  correction  but  handed;*  bo  far  as  the  former  was  oon- 

cenied.  Stpingleltuw  fully  agreed  with  Jones.     He  stated 

with  ftntief&L-tioD  that  tho  laws  of  Kaiiea^  wore  more  etfect- 

nal  for  the  protection  of  elavo  property  than  those  of  anj 

Ictfaor  itntc,  and  lie  expressed  his  lirm  conviction  thftt  they 
wonid  be  enforced  with  unrctcnting  soverity.'  If  this 
expectation  wero  not  fuitillrd,  the  slftTeholJora  flhould  cer- 
tainly not  hiaino  thtj  legietators  ftir  it  Wliat  they  could 
do  to  pnt  the  scales  and  the  swurd  of  jiietico  into  trnstT 
bands,  tlicy  had  hoiieatly  done.  They  had  provided  that 
every  attorney  and  every  other  official  who  should  be 
chosen  or  appointed  nndi*r  any  of  the  existing  laws  or 

§  under  any  law  to  be  pasf^^d  in  the  fiitnre,  nhonld  lake  an 
«ath  to  snjiport  the  iCunBau- Nebraska  Act  and  the  Fngitive 
Slave  Law.*  And  even  thia,  they  did  not  look  upon  as  a 
eufficient  gunrantoe.  Tiiey  had  at  the  aamc  time  provided 
that  no  one  who  queetioned  tlic  jurisdiction  of  the  terri- 
torial oonrta  over  slavery,  or  who  bad  con&cientiona  Boruples 
against  the  owning  of  fllavcs,  shonid  act  as  juror  in  a  caae 
in  vbich  thit  right  of  ii  periwn  to  keep  ehives  was  involved, 
in  which  there  waa  (jncstion  of  damage  done  by  a  shive,  or 


I 


'  Ooagr  Glo1)«,  Sd  Sew,  34th  CODgr.,  p.  41. 

*"  6ir,l  would  mftke  the  Inw  which  tlieHetiilof  qnoMd  ■  little dlfler> 
eoL  IfiBteiul  of  tutklng  It  a  pcblt«niinr;  offence,  I  would  bang  ih« 
wntcb  tiDtll  \i9  WM  driul,  dead.  d«i>d  I "  Congr.  Globe,  IK  S««*-,  81th 
Coogr.,  App-.  p.  101. 

Mb.,  p.  It" 

*  Laws  u4  Kansae,  pp.  US  ond  488. 
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affecting  a  slave.*  This  was  evidently  iinconstitational, 
since  the  constitution  guaranteed  every  person  accused  an 
"impartial"  trial  and  it  was  eqnally  certain  that  it  was  a 
violation  of  the  organic  law  to  require  from  all  oflScials  a 
special  political  test  oath,  while  that  law  required  only  an 
oath  to  support  the  constitution  from  them.*  But  who 
cared  for  this,  where  the  "  peculiar  institution  "  was  to  be 
made  safe?  The  laws  were  simply  necessary,  and,  because 
they  were  necessary,  no  one  objected  to  make  it  impossible 
for  the  opponents  of  them,  by  other  laws  which  ran 
directly  counter  to  the  organic  law,  to  break  their  iron 
yoke  or  even  to  touch  it.' 

As  the  new  elections  to  the  Council,  the  upper  house  of 
the  legislature,  were  not  to  take  place  until  the  first  of 
October,  1857,*  the  people  had,  during  the  two  following 
years,  no  possibility,  by  making  known  their  will,  to  com- 
pel the  repeal  of  these  scandalous  laws.  But  two  years 
might  prove  too  short  a  time  for  the  complete  disappear- 
ance of  the  opposition.'  The  legislature  of  1868  likewise 
liad  been  made  sure  of,  by  excluding  the  Free  Soilers  from 

>  lb.,  p.  378. 

<  The  wording  of  the  flret  proviso  of  the  21st  section  (Stat  at  L.,  X., 
p.  285)  leuves  it  doubtful  whethur  only  those  who  were  not  yetcitizenB 
of  the  United  States  were  obliged  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the 
organip  law  aluo,  or  whether  in  general  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  and  the  right  to  hold  office  were  made  dependent  Ihereoa. 
The  former  is  in  my  opinion  the  correct  interpretation.  But  in  any 
case,  the  "  organic  law  "  had  nothing  to  say  of  an  oath  to  support  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law. 

»  Colfiix  endfavored  to  show  6  violations  of  the  constitution  and  7 
violaiioQs  of  the  "  organic  law."  Congr.  Qlobe,  Ist  Sess.,  34th  Congr., 
App.,  pp.  043-645. 

•  Laws  of  Kansas,  p.  280. 

'  See  Wilson's  remarks  as  to  how  this  was  made  the  personal  affair 
of  Indivi'.luuts,  by  the  laws  on  local  ofHces  which,  in  the  most  effect- 
ual way,  denied  the  people  "the  right  to  elect  even  a  constable." 
Congi'.  Globe,  2d  Sess,,  34th  Congr.,  pp.  40,  41. 
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'it,  by  llie  8in)pl(>  mpan^  of  reqiiiriiijj  fVom  the  members  of 

innBes  and  from  all  officiaiB  an  oath  to  support  the 

^  jitc  I»w**  and  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.     And  even 

this,  was   not  conKi'dcrcd   a  entSoiont   giiArant««.      The 

•'or^nic  Jaw"  had  trmnted  the  right  of  Biiffruge  evou  to 

,  iininigranta  who  hud  n:u<--1i(!d  their  majority  and  who  had 

declared  their  intentiou,  in  the  manner  prescribed  hy  law, 

Bcome  c)tij:ens  of  the  United  States.     The  legi9latni"e 

limited  it  to  citizeDs  of  the  United  States  who  were 

LiiihRbitanla  of  the  territory;'    that  is,  on  the  one  hand,  it 

took  away  the  right  of  eiilTrHge  from  a  ^rent  many  pre- 

*n!iiptive  opjioiient*  of  slavery  and.  on  the  other,  it  eon- 

'Btructed  a  higliway  for  new  invngions  of  border  rtifEatio, 

;  nince  no  provision  as  to  time  followed  the  word  inhahitnnts. 

A  Mieionrian  who,  the  night  before  the  election,  had  Rh'pl 

on  Kanta»  frround,  claimed  to  be  an  inhabitant,  nnd  if  he 

Iiandcd  in  ever  n>  stniall  a  tax,*  there  was  no  obetAote  to 

I  his  costing  Iiia  vote.  But  the  person  who  had  become 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  FugitivL*  Slave  Law  lost  his  vote 
and  the  Free  Soiier  whose  vote  was  challenged  was  like- 
wteef)i6frunchi;3ed.  unless  he  took  an  oath  to  support  tlie 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  The  crowning  nieasnrc  of  all  to 
8iihjngaie  the  opjiosttion,  to  fetter  and  to  gag  it,  was  the 
I  provision,  that,  after  the  Ist  of  November,  1^5*1,  voting  at 
flections  shontd  be  viva  voce,  a  provinion  which  opened 
.the  door  wide  to  the  mf»t  brutal  terror! xation." 

^e  Free  Suilent  needed  to  defend  themaelves  bmvely, 

.  if  they  did  not  wish  to  play  the  part  of  eheep  led  to  tliv 

IsUughter.    and     this    not    figuratively    but    literally.     It 

I  repeatedly  happened  that  persona  who  had  made  tbcmeelvM 

specially  diugreeable,  were  maltreated,  in  a  brutal  way, 


*  Lawa  nr  Kuimn,  ]>.  Sfi2. 

iTlie  poll  tnx  ofouK  ilolloi'  was  guHlcIoDt. 

■  Laws  ur  KouRB*,  p.  364. 
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Kill],  Bomctlmet,  tboir  Ufa  liung  iijion  onljr  a  single  tlirwd. 
'  Tlio  tirst  lilotxl  was  soon  drawn,  but  it  waa  tJie  hlocxl  of  ■ 
|tru-!t1avery  man;  he  liaJ  tiiade  the  attack,  anil  u  bnllvt 
Imiii  a  revolver  prostrated  him  while  he  waa  fetcliiiig  a 
6(H.'oml  blow  with  bis  cudgel.  Thus  jieople  dared  to  d»*f«Di) 
thcniftf  Iroc,  altliuugh  the  Bonier  Huflian  press  ioformed  all 
licretics,  that  everj  imaginHhle  terror,  fmm  the  tar  barrel 
to  the  liemi)eii  rope  awaited  them.'  The  execution  ufth* 
tlireat  wa?  not  quite  aa  easy  aa  these  geulleinen  expoeled. 
Thej  did  not  act.wiaelj  in  undervalning  their  opp<in0ntit, 
and  that  thi'y  had  undtM-c^tiinated  their  opponcnta'  courage, 
tltej  lui^ht  have  iuferred  from  the  fact  that  the  Free 
Soilert,  itoiQCcliatel.T  afW  the  electi<»i  of  the  30tli  of 
March,  began  to  orgnntie,  in  a  tnilltarj  vmj.* 

When  the  poliliciiuis  who  defpuded  the  Bonier  RulBaaa 
■uhaequentlv  endeavored  to  atamp  tkia  aa  the  bcginnJDg 
of  a  revolulionarj  re»i*taiioe  to  tlic  It^l  aDthorities,  tbej 
Mitlidjr  diaturted  the  facts.  The  idcA  of  putting  an  emJ, 
hj  Airaa,  to  the  r«iga  of  lerror  never  oeeorred  to  the  great 
niaj«ritj  of  the  Ktve  Soilens.  and  was  not  eooeetvedi,  mt  tba 
lime,  b/  A»  lDot«  nblifal  minoritjr  aa  a  po^^ibtlitv,  mad 
wbea  it  was,  aareral  months  later,  given  paUie  expreaaiwi 


*  -  EaBKU,  il*itfirtd  or  th«  at4  UUmtw  reectvci  fro*  tier  i 
atlkok  vi>aU  ptvT*  aa  «^  gnj  ta  lhaw  nf^Huam  tU«ra  of  Am'' 
monk     It  Wntetwr.  ik»  nonli  BmIm-  tbnaMl«««  tbai  tk\i  imn  b»  dtntv 
w»«>oMhii«feifyfe«f  lM*«to«BdMal«a  thMa.    W*  na  uU  th«  ta^. 
pmHiMtmi  Miaaatolti  af  Um  IMIwm  ttwl  tkarmav  uh«aa  u 
«f  tak.  iMr  aBtjtr*»t  tU  wctMlM  ipwi  ikXr  allttaM  a*!  Uflba 
itetr  nfieMMUrilwt  l«  «o«fr«M  tf^a  lb«U  h«t*«ka]  IbMric* 
^ommIv  "^  >>^  toMifcacy  FlMJIla  Fterre  ■»iiiw^  AboUtknl 
altar  rvaa  9aikm  aa  ew  ga«w>i    jw  ««  vin  pwttaMi  (!>  to 
<Nal>w.*— f»>.|yO.  >aifc«f»^ty  »Mntt»wrf  AMMobIm  who 
dana  »■  faBaN  «ar  Mtt"    1W  SfWftr  jbrnnv*^  Ai^  Sl^  laa. 

■SMiba-CkMMtiwttaaMi  taimlvii^  Crw4  baBf»«et  lad 
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,'Tjy  the  Idtter,  it  whs  only  as  notice  that  they  would 
efor  B  Ktrriltlfl  etiil  to  tliis  endless  tt-rroi'.'  The  Free 
Soilen  knew  that  the  botric-kuivcs  and  revolrcrs,  in  the 
l>elts  of  their  opprcsBors,  Wei's  not  intondod  eiinply  for 
purposes  of  oniatnc*:ii,  uud  hence  thej  took  e-tcp»  to  be  able 
to  atuirer  them,  iu  u  becoming  munner,  when  the  lotler 
began  to  make  uee  of  theee  argumeota.  This  n-aa  no 
provotration,  but  tlie  only  means  tliat,  perbap^  could  pre- 
vent tlie  pro-slavery  iwrty  from  going  to  the  utmost 
extreme.  To  impnte  aggressive  intentions  to  the  Free 
Sellers  wa8*to  deiij  tliem  common  gense,  for  their  fanati- 
cism wan  evidently  not  of  the  tind  to  innke  them  Ion-,'  for 
martyrdom.  Tlieir  mornl  and  politi(>iil  viewit  on  iin  appeal 
to  the  ultima  ratio,  did  not  come  into  considemtton  at  all ; 
oireamBlancos  compelled  tbi>iii  not  to  cense  acting  on  the 
defensive,  and  IcaRt  of  all  conld  they  think  of  rising  np 
armed  ngainst  the  go^erumeataL  authorities,  so  long  »«;  tliey 
had  some  other  choice.  But  tliey  did  not  intend  to  Iiow 
without  re&idtance  to  accomnliehed  foi-ts,  and  did  not 
[.believe  that  they  should  re»t  satisfied  with  paper  protef<l8 
and  "Word/  reaulutions.  If  they  did  not  wish  to  plead  their 
caw?  with  powder  and  lead  and  steel,  they  nevertheless, 
made  prepHi-atlons,  M'lth  great  determination  to  oppuse 
deeds  by  deedft.  The  pof^ibilily,  with  any  prospect  of  site* 
cess,  of  seeking  for  redress,  in  the  unnal  legal  way,  waa 

I  Tti»r(l«r  said  In  tlie  conT»ii1ion  at  Bl^  ^pilnKH.  the  menacing  r«M> 
Inllotifof  nrlikh  wtllb«ci(o(]  Inter:  "But  ir,  ntlaftt,  all  tli^en  (pnacpftlile 
rntiMllra)  sliutiU  full :  if,  in  ilie  prop«r  irilmnslg,  tliorv  Is  do  l)np«  for 
onr  A»uai  right*,  outfagpd  uid  prolAniMl :  If  we  ftr«  »iill  lo  aufTor.  iliat 
corrq|>l  nirn  msf  rvup  Imrtvfts  wal^ri-il  \ry  "ur  tears ;  tben  tlicrc  iauoQ 
men  chance  for  JUKtloc.  God  liiu  proriilcil.  ia  the  eTernal  IVaine  vt 
thin gt.rnittm  tor  i<vvryvTaa^;  itnd  ibero  r<^miitiiii  lo  us  «tll1  thetioady 
eye  aod  th«alfOBS  nrm,  uid  we  must  cuuiiuer.or  mingle  tliebotiieaof 
lbeoppr«B)or«  whh  Ukika  of  th»  0|)prri>«'il  upon  th«  Mill  whi<-h  ll)« 
DK-Iaraiion  of  lDi!«|>«ndenfe  no  longer  pmlecla"  Congr.  Glube.  In 
.Sota,  Utli  CoDgr.  A|ip.,  \i.  S89. 
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laken  from  them  witli  finiBhed  cunning  hy  the  U-j^isiuture. 
But  if  on  this  account  thef  did  not  go  tlie  ruad  pointed 
out  to  them  b^  the  laws,  tliej:  nune  tbe  leim  wiehed  to  um 
only  peaceable  mesne.  Tbey  did  nut  need  lo  eeek  eucb 
means  louf^,  for  tlie  state- forming  genius  of  tlic  Araeh(»ui 
people  had  been  already  frwjiuently  confronted  by  tlie  task 
of  doiiig  justice  to  tbc  urgent  demands  of  actual  cirettm- 
fttanoes  in  critical  situations  and  indt'jjendent  of  tbe  Inwii; 
and  althougb  tbcee  canes  bad,  in  essential  re«pect»,  been 
of  a  different  kiud  from  the  present,  that  which  iu  Ibein 
had  led  to  tlifi  desired  end,  ini^ht  well  be  trifed  here  too. 
A»  their  rights  had  been  turned  into  wrunge  tbe  injored 
\Tere  forced  to  help  themeelvee  by  really  falling;  back  on 
*' I>opular  Mvcrei^ty,"  without  antliority  of  (he  law,  but 
acting,  aA  tliey  alleged,  in  thu  spirit  whicli  liad  dictated 
the  urgnnic  law. 

A  mass  meeting  of  settteis,  iu  Lawreace,  held  cm  the 
l&th  of  August,  called  on  all  dtiztriis  uf  Kansas  without 
distinction  of  political  views,  to  choose,  in  the  election  dis- 
trict* establiBhed  by  Retwler  in  his  proclamation  of  the 
lOth  of  March,  in  ina«s  meetings  or  in  some  other  way, 
three  delegate^  to  an  as«vinbly  of  deU>gates  to  be  lield  at 
Topeka,  on  the  lihh  of  September,  who  Khould  doltbcruto 
and  decide  on  all  mutters  of  eommou  concern  and  twpiwl- 
ally  on  the  drnftiug  of  a  Htatc  coustitiitiou  ami  on  the 
imiuodiate  applicuiiou  for  uduii^k^iuD  of  Kansas,  u  a  atat^ 
iuto  tlm  Union.  Entirely  iodependently  of  this  meeting 
in  Lawrence  another  was  held,  on  the  6th  of  Seplumber,  at 
Big  Springs,  whjdi  did  not  contemplate  common  action 
of  all  law-abiding  and  urder-loriug  citizens,  but  which 
bore  a  etriLMly  party  character.  Even  if  il  was  the  bwlft- 
ning  *'f  tho  orgwiizalioti  of  a  Kre«  State  i»»rtT,  this  inorc- 
iLieiit  wn*  not  in  oppo-ilion  to  that  hvi<l  al  Lawrence,  but 
U  wa«  trndonbtedly,  from  the  lirse,  part  of  a  plan  to  ama|. 
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it  lu  far  SB  pouiblo  with  the  former.     Rccdcr  wag 

nominuted  dcle^'ate  to  congress,  and  the  jurisdictioo  of  tlit: 

IvgUlatiire  contested — two  step*   the  &nt   of  whicli  Ui 

iU«lf  and  tba  aeooud  because  of  it«  councctiun  with  thti 

firet  were  of  very  doubtrul  j)oliticiil  wiftdom.     Tlie  greut 

cause  conid  scarcely  be  served  bj-  selecting  aa  its  leader  a 

mau  wiiotii  its  oitpuneots  did  nut  cnll  by  the  IioiiurHble 

title  uf  a  convert  but  brHoded  as  an  npostatc;    it  mattered 

I  not  bow  Iiunest  his  couversion  inigLl  be,  be  had  origiiially 

leousented  to  serve  them  as  n  tool,  and  he  was  now  at  least 

cxjioeed    to  the  suspicion,  that  he  bad  been    detennined 

'  moro  or  less  by  jiersonnl  spite  to  tnke  up  this  new  role. 

I  And  if,  as  happened,  tlie  clniin  that  the  legislnturc  wag  an 

nssi-'inbly  of  ueiirpere  without  any  lea:ft]  power.'  was  baiHsl 

'  oti  tlie  history  of  the  elections  and  not  on  the  aDaiithuriKed 

iranafor  of  it«  eeat  to  Shawnee,  Reeder  least  of  all  should 

.  Imve  been  chosen  aa  the  re[>reeentative  of  that  view,  siooi: 

ibe  tuid  helped    the  usurpers  to  a  formal  legti.1  title.     It 

Itnlght  be  very  pnrdoimble  that  at  Bi<;  k>prtiig9  these  two 

tilings  were  not  snHiciently  appreciated,  but  the  situatiou 

of  the  Free  Boilers  was  ko  ditlit'iilt  a  one,  that  the  smallest 

mistake   and    the    lea»t    indtiic:i*etion   would    bring    their 

|.owii  punishment  with  them.     And  in  their  jnst  anger  at 

f  T.hw  injusiioe  they  had  received  they  allowed  thejnselves  to 

a  still  another  step  wliiidi  wits  not  mrruly  a  mi^itiLku  or 

indiscretion,  hut  whit^li  must  he  called  by  a   hurder 

fnamc.    Here  iji  Big  Springs — but  only  here  and  not,  as 

I)<>ugla9  aflerwardfl  represented  in  hie  report,  in  Lawrence 

\tmd  Topeka  aleo, — was  the  threat  made  that  they  would 


'  ''BeMitveil,  Tlmt  ve  owe  do  allvsiiiDco  of  obedience  to  lite  l^ran- 

'  bIuJ  t>u»i'tiiit>nt*  (i(  ihU  Bpurioui  lecliiUiure ;  tlini  ilirir  law*  h«r«  no 

Tillditf  vr  binding  forc»  upoa  llie  pco[t1«  of  Kanus;    and  tli«t  ^Ti^Ty 

ft«<nnnn  nmoDgua  i»st  full  lilwMy,  conolBtoatlj'  wiib  bisi>Mli:uiii>pau 

la  eilizxB  nstl  a  man,  to  deiy  uid  resist  them  if  lie  cIkimki  sn  \o  do." 
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at  last  bavc  recourse  to  force,  if  tlicy  coald  not  prevent 
violence  in  a  peaceful  vf»y.*  MorMy  tliia  iniglit  huw 
been  fiilljr  warranted,  but  in  Uie  e^e  of  the  law  it  was  tbe 
aiHiou not! meat  of  a  contingent  revolution. 

On  the  Hpjioiiited  d»y,  the  meeting  of  delegates  wa<> 
held  atTopoka,  and  it  pre&crihed  elections  to  a  constitti- 
tionul  convention,  to  toko  place  on  the  9t)t  of  October. 
Before  the  lutttif  met,  on  the  Ist  of  OetoWr,  the  election 
of  a  delegate  to  congress,  in  aocordance  with  i  law  posse*! 
in  Shawnee,  was  held.  WhitUeld,  the  uandidate  of  the  pro- 
^Invurr  men,  was  elected  willioot  opposition,  as  the  Frce- 
Builers  took  no  part  id  the  election,  that  the^  might  uul* 
ereo  in  this  indirect  way,  recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
legislature.  Witlioiit  having  anj  legal  foutiihttion  under 
their  iVet,  rclj'ing  soleljr  on  the  principle  of  "  iKipnlar 
sovereignty,*'  thej'  voted  on  the  day  of  the  elections  to 
the  ooustiliilioiial  convention  for  I^eder,  as  »  delegate  to 
congres*,"  The  constitutional  convention  met  on  the  23nl 
of  October  in  TojMjka,  chose  J.  H.  Lane  as  its  chairman 
and  el'<«C4l  its  labors,  on  the  llth  of  November.  The 
draft  of  the  coDsiitiition"  which  was  snbinitted  to  the  vote 
of  the  people  on  the  15tli  of  Dcci-mber,  and  which  was 
to  be  scut  to  congress,  accompauied  by  a  meuioria!,'  pre- 

I  "Resolved,  Tli4l  we  will  vuduru  ui<]  autmiit  lo  tbo*e  laws  bo 
loDg«r  tlinn  lh«  bwi  iatvi«»u  (if  ilie  Wrrjory  reqiitre,  lu  itiv  It^aat  iif 
two  *v)U,  oDtl  will  rmlBl  Ibem  to  a  Moody  (ssiie  u  >oon  u  we  Mc>9r- 
lalu  Ibftt  |n-iic«k1)1o  ronivdica  slinll  fuil,  Hod  furL-llIf^  re^Uinnrr  »l)ull 
turaUk  an,v  reiBouBblepruspMlorsucceaB;  aiKlUiul.  In  1I19  tiipaullmo, 
w»  rMmnntAtiil  to  our  frieuiU  ihruugUuut  ihc  lArriinrr,  Ibe  orcKnli 
tivn  ttnti  diM^lpllnonf  vgluDleer  cumpaoieA,  ood  ibe  |>r(x.-urcuieDt  «ndj 
prejinrnlioii  of  arm"-" 

»Ac<^rdin5  In  Grow  of  pMnsvlvnaU,  there  woro  &.M0  vgtM  1 
U  Ibl*  rlixtiiin,  utmost  aa  niitiiy  a.i  ibe  Daiiil>«r  of  leual  Tu(«n  lli« 
tArrilurj-  bnt),  whpn  lb«  cpdius  waa  iak«ti.  Cungr.  tilobe,  tat  Seac^ 
mtb  Voap,,  App-,  p.  780. 

■  Itepart  of  ibo  InTitsdgaUag  Cooiaiilue,  pp.  <tI7-«SL 

•ItL,  pp.  653-03?. 
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hibtted  slaTory,*  and  forbade  tiie  Mttlement  of  free  i»r- 
sons  of  color  in  tlic  etatc.  For  tliie  last  pi-ovisioH,  several 
deputieft  liad  voted,  iiot  bo  much  from  nn^judicu  ftgatiiiit 
the  negrOf  aa  becuiiM:  they  wisliod  to  pruve,  in  tliis  manner 
Uiat  the  Free-Soilcrtf  were  not  iil)i>!itiunists. 

How  ail  tliciie  steps  wliiuh  culminated  in  tlic  petition 
fur  tlie  adiui;:ifliou  of  Ivuiisajt  as  a  Btiit<>,  niulor  (he  Topckn 
cOD8titiition,  were,  from  a  coustitiitionat  point  of  view,  to 
be  ju'Jged,  there  coiiM  be  no  doubt.  It  mattered  not  how 
the  controversy  over  ilio  jiirUdlBtion  of  the  Icgislalnit;  and 
the  validity  of  the  lnwa  pasasd  by  it,  might  be  decided, 
these  Btcps  were,  in  nocaeo,  legaU  but  in  no  ease,  contrary 
Co  law;  the  whole  movcraent  was  cxtra-Iogal.  For  what 
had  thuB  far  happened,  no*  participant  in  tho  raorcmont 
conM  be  held  rv^jiiinHible  bvfure  a  oonrt  of  jiistiec;  nor 
did  tho  movement  in  lliu  least  afllxt  the  (jnt-etion,  whether 
the  Shawnee  hiw«  hnd  an/  force,  and  whether  tiicj  »hoiild 
be  oWvL-d.  Flence  congress  was  not  oompi-INrd  to  decide 
tliiK  question,  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  petition  foradinis- 
aion  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  ac  a  fltnle;  and  so  far  bb 
that  admit^sion  whe  coTicerned,  it  was  hiimpHred,  in  no  wnv, 
hj  Om  ounfititntion  or  the  laws,  hot  might  oome  to  a 
deei-ioD  eoltilj  on  ^rotnida  of  expediency  atid  jutitice.  The 
action  of  the  Frce<Soilers  was  untpiestionably  irregnlar, 
since  neither  congreM  nor  the  president  nor  any  factor 
of  tho  territorial  jroverninent,  had  had  any  part  in  it.  Hut 
California  and  espc-ciallj  Michigan  hnd  not  proceeded  in  a 
regular  manner,  in  the  drafting  and  adoption  of  their 
rvepenlive  state  conetilutione,  luid  yet  congre^  hnd  ad- 
mitt^'d  them.  But  these  wt-rc  not  exactly  analogous  casea. 
The  advocates  of  the  Topuka  constitution,  in  congress, 
Wanted  to  prove  too  much,  when  tJiey  claimed  that  Michi- 

I  BhiTea  alroady  Jo  (bo  lorriU>rjr  might,  how«Ter,  be  held  ia  il  antil 

liba4aiur  jiiij',  Misx. 
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gtux  tost  si);lit  of  Uie  laws  aud  all  legal  autborily  as  abei>- 
Imely  as  lUo  Froc-Soilers  of  Kansas,  wliun  it  cast  off  the 
ovoooD  of  iu  torritotial  condition  and  tran&fonned  iuclf  into 
a  state.  But  why  was  a  precedent,  similar  in  every  reej 
iiu^ledT  It  wne  ccrtuin  ttiiit  cougrt'M  !>»<!  rt-pvnti>iily  mioo^ 
tioncd  doviations from  tlio  rrgiit»rwaT,and  it  waaqnestianed 
in  DO  quarter  that  it  IihiI  the  power  to  do  so.  How  far  it 
would  piinli  the  limits  of  tlit-so  deviations  de])eniie€l  od 
itself  alune,  and  if  it  did  nut  wish  to  1)u  <rnided  hy  u  model 
given  it  bv  the  past,  but  to  act  in  a  really  statesmanlilEe 
manner,  it  bad  to  allow  itself  to  be  controlled  tiy  oriociii 
eonsiilerntions  in  each  eoncretecase.  But  would  it  hnvo  lifisi 
really  expedient,  etjuit&ble  and  just  to  uvertuok  all  irrt>gn- 
jaritius  in  this  case,  aud  to  admit  Kansas  iis  a  stale,  tindc 
the  Xoj>eka  constitution) 

The  meeting  of  tlie  15tb  of  Aagast.  in  Lawrence,  bad 
acted  in  good  faitb,  when  it  called  on  all  oitisenB. 
without  diotirictioQ  of  political  viewB,  to  |Mirticipat0  in  the 
movement  iniitignrated  by  U.  !Not  Kree-Soileni  Alone 
were  ita  originators,  and  the  probibttion  of  slavery  was 
not  its  exclusive  and  cbief  object,  llie  forced  ftuprc'iiiui>y 
of  the  ^!i.<>i>(inriati&liad  to  he  licstroycd,  and  Itwus  tbunglit 
tbat  this  end  could  lie  lao^t  easily  and  most  surely  ntbiined, 
by  iramwiintely  mnkiiig  the  territory  a  state.  If  tliia  wore 
done,  the  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  !>  :  i  :  .■ 
would  bi'ooino  simply  nil  acaxleniie  quo&tton  wli.  ^   •. 

be  left  undecided  without  any  danger.  The  moit  objco- 
tionat'le  provieionB  of  the  Shawnee  laws  fell  into  dcAne- 
lude  of  tbemselvee,  and  wbcre  tliis  waa  not  tlio  cumu,  it 
bad  become  possible  to  secure  redreas  without  del»y,  in  a 
legal  manner.  The  transfonnatinn  of  the  temtory  into  a 
&tate  would,  of  itself,  have  afforded  no  giinrnnt<<  .  <'  ~t! 
new  iRV}if<ii)nB  uf  the  Missonrians;  but,  in  thu  :ii 
the  state  could  protect  itself  much  more  e^cctaaily  againiit 
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ich  invnsioRS  iimn  tlie  teiTJtorj,  for  tlic  ix-aeon  tliat  tha 
i»iiilciiaiic4}  of  onk-r  »iui  the  cxncutiun  of  tliu  luwe  H-oti)(l 

depend  no  longer  on  the  crt-aturt»  of  ilie  adminietration 

from  wliom,  fnjin  time  to  time,  at  least,  partisan  iuaction 
^■waB  to  be  expectud;  ajid,  in  the  nccoiid  place,  and  above 
Ball,  the  M)e«oiiriari8  would  tio  longer  have  had  suiticieot 
Hintureat  in  the  elections  Co  rui^e  new  artaiee  of  iova^ion, 
^Giuce  the  great  question,  ont  ol*  wliieli  all  the  trouble  Imd 

sprung,  would  have  ulreiidy  found  its  Hiial  dccUiun  iu  the 
ftcoDetitution.     On  tliie  very  account,  however,  the  attempt 

to  make  Knns(i4  a  gtate,  in   this  irre^gtilnr  way,  could  not 

»but  DuL  It  woe  impossible  in  the  drafting  of  a  state 
constitutioQ  to  leave  the  slavery  queatiou  out  of  cooaider- 
atiou,  and  Uie  calling  on  all  citiKens  to  parlicipnte  in  the 
election  of  detegateato  the  extra-le^al  Topeka  convention 
could  meet  with  no  saccees.  Kven  if  the  convention 
originally  waa  not  the  representation  of  a  party,  it  would 
have  to  become  such,  and  it  ttieixfure  conld  not  accomplish 

Ijte  object.  Congresfi  might  perliaps  have  been  indnced  to 
ovvrluuk  the  irregularity  in  itself,  since,  by  the  admibsiou 
of  Kan&aa  as  a  state,  it  would  have  been  relieved  of  the 
necessity  of  taking  a  position  on  the  qiM-stion  uf  the  jurig. 
diction  of  the  legiiilatiire.  Bat  it  had  to  decide  not  only 
vbethur  it  would  admit  KatisaB  as  u  &tute,  spite  of  the 
lpArscne3S  of  its  population  and  the  irregulurity  of  its 
entire  cotirse,  but  whether  it  should  he  admitted  with  the 
Topeka  constitution,  that  is,  as  a  free  stale.  But  there 
Dot  only  was  no  question,  that,  under  the  circiimslancea 
which  pi^ivailed,  congress  would  nover  Hgree  to  lliis,  hut 
it  is  incfrntiratablu  that  by  doing  so  it  would  have  acted 
agmtoat  tlic  spirit  of  the  "orj^anic  law,"  nnd  even  leaving 
the  latter  ont  of  co»»idfcration,  would  Imvc  betomt^  fluiUy 
of  a  great  Iiijiiatice.  Not  only  the  '*  or;<iinic  law,'*  but  tJie 
foadamentiL]    idea    of    Amei-ieun    uatiuuality,   abgulutely 
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demtmded  that  the  coDStittition  should  be  the  trork  of  th« 
populiitioQ  in  its  entirety,  and  not  merely  the  oi]e<eided 
production  of  a  partj,  which  in  addition  to  its  Wing  do 
more  than  a  part)-,  aclt-d  entin-ly  (uiteide  the  law.      If  con*, 
gress  wjintcd  to  entertain  tlie  i<lt;a  at  all  of  trying  to  soWfti 
the  Kansas  prohleni  hy  the  immediate  trantf>formation  ot' 
the  territory  into  a  sDit*!,  it  was  (ibllg»*d  to  take  tan',  that 
tlie  eh^ctiou  of  (]uleg;)te»  by  the  entire  popnlation  to  a  con- 
stitutional  oonx'entiun   ithould    take    ]il&ce,  in  »n  onleHr 
manner,  and  it  should,  at  the  same  time,  have  prevonted 
all  intorferenee  anew  hy  the  Kiesoiiriana.     Bnt  tliiA  vvki 
not  eii>iy,  for  the  mntt«r  had  already  proceeded  jn  ettch  a. 
vray  that  congress  was  in  a  dilemma,  and  before  the  atlitir 
came  lip  for  congrcssiomtl  actiou,  it  had  proceeded  a  good 
deal  farther. 

A  Free  Soiler  of  the  namft  of  D-iw  was  malioioiisly  shot, 
at  the  end  of  Kovcmbor,  by  a  neighbor  called  Coleman, 
in  conscqnenre  of  a  qimrrel  ovoi-  n  piece  of  land.  Tiie  rei 
canae  of  tlte  quarrel  was  the  [tolitic-al  enmity  of  the  twi 
men,  and  heiice  the  party  aKMKtiates  of  tlie  criminal 
espoused  his  caii^e.  Wliile  the  murderer  who  bad  flod  tu 
M'listiMirl  waA  givuu  to  understand  tliat  ha  could  surmider 
himself  to  the  authorities  without  any  fear,  a  wnrnint  from 
a  justice  of  tlie  pence  was  obtained  for  the  arrest  of  vnn 
Branson,  with  whom  young  Dow  Imd  lived.  One  of 
two  friends  of  Coleman  who  had  taken  part  io  the  qai 
which  ended  in  each  a  fatal  manner,  and  who  hud  li«en  eyo 
witiiei^Kes  of  the  murder,  fiirni«hc>1  the  pretext  for  tlie 
issne  of  this  warrant,  bv  stating  that  ho  hod  Ituen  crc<)!bly 
informed  iJmt  BranMin  bnd  threatened  to  avengu  the  b]ni>d 
of  his  murdered  friend  on  him.  Jooea,  the  a[ieri(r  of 
Doiighis  County,  who  lived  in  "Westport,  Missouri,  sum- 
monud  a  po»»«  comltatus,  and  in  tiie  iiiiddle  of  the  nigli^ 
surprised  Branson,  compelled   bira   immedintelj  to  ride 
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ith  hi 


ithout  even  I'nfortnit 


I 

■8 


iim  or  hi9  weeping 
ini.  But  the  sheriff 
and  liisjKWM  dclajcd  so  long,  io  the  honses  of  pro-elavery 
men  tdong  their  road,  to  invigorate  themselves  fi^r  their 
nightly  ride,  that  it  was  possible  to  alarm  the  I*' re; 
fSoiU^rs  in  the  vicinity,  in  unlcr  to  UTust.  his  vii-tiiii  frutn 
him.  Atwnt  equal  in  itnmbi-r,  tliu  Free  Sciilers  intercepted 
tlie  fihcrilT  and  his  jtr/^ne,  and  hu  finftlly  left    them    his 

I  prisoner,  aAur  he  bad  Tailed  to  iiiducL'  them  to  recognise 
bU  legal  authority  by  his  reraoristrances  and  his  threats; 
lie  and  his  powe  did  not  consider  it  advinnhle  to  miihe  use 
of  arms  to  guard  Bi-aneon,  who  rode  with  his  raecuers  to 
Lawrence,  the  priiieipal  seat  of  the  Free  Soil  party. 
Thift  episode,  insignificant  fn  iteelf,  became  a  ^eat 
national  quoetton  of  eminent  importance,  by  ttie  fact  that 
governor  Shannon  allowed  himself  to  be  misled  by  the 
revenge- thirsty  ehcrifT  into  making  it  the  occnaion  for  a 
K^eeisive  blow  against  the  entire  Fi-ce  Si^il  party,  eu-cllinj^ 
this  act  of  a  iiaiidfol  of  indiridnals  into  a  i-eheilion  which 
imperilled  the  BUprnmary  of  the  law  in  the  territory. 
Here  the  laboring  mountain  did  not  bring  forth  a  mouse, 
but  a  mouse  wiin  piifTfl  up  to  the  dimciisions  of  a  laboring 
mountain.  The  iuipri>meditated  nocturnal  adventure  of 
Branson's  14  rescners,  who  grew  to  -id,  nnder  Joocs'a  pen, 
ws«  Inumformed  into  an  "open  rebellioti,"  for  the  auppre*- 
lion  of  which,  Jones  asked  the  governor  for  SOOO  men.' 
Shannon  stated  that  the  organization  of  the  territorial 
[militia  bod  not  yet  piMgressed  beyottd  the  nominatiou  of 
k  few  generals  by  the  le^'i  statu  re,  but,  as  he  recognized  the 
fact  of  tlie  "open  rebellion,"  he  ordered  "generals"  Kich- 
irdson  and  Stricklar,  on  the  same  day  (November  37),  to 

■"Tou  mar  consldsr  tn  op«a  nibeltion  w  tiaving  alrotilj  con- 
1 ;  and  I  cjU  upon  jod  for  tbre«  UiODsand  nieo,  to  cany  out  iha 
rs." 
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place  themselves  at  the  diiposnl  of  the  slierifT,  with  nil  tlia 
men  tlicy  ooaJd  raise.  He  designated  Lawrence  ae  the 
hot-bed  of  the  rebellLon,  in  which  there  was  »n  armed  force 
resolved  not  to  permit  tlie  sheriff  to  execute  any  order  of 
court.  A  meeting  held  on  the  morning  of  the  E«me  dajr. 
in  coHBeqaence  of  Dmnaon'a  arreat  and  reecoe,  had  indeed 
pBseed  eiicti  a  resolution.  In  the  aAernoon,  however,  the 
citizens  of  Lawrence  met,  and  more  mo<lcrate  counsels  pre- 
vailed. All  agreed  that  the  otGcers  appointed  by  tlie 
Slmwnee  legielitture  had  no  ittithori^  whatever,  but  tliey 
did  not  wish  to  go  beyond  acting  on  the  defensive.  Thej? 
declined  to  make  Branson's  cause  Lawrenoe's  canu,  and 
left  it  to  each  individual  to  decide  wliat  he  wonld  do,  when 
one  of  tliede  "bogus"  offit-cra  laid  hands  on  him.  Bnt 
they  did  not  want  to  let  the  city  be  held  reapousible  for 
what  tliie  man  or  that  u'bo  ehared  the  political  opiiiioDB 
of  tlie  pupulatioQ,  had  done.  Cut  this  waa  evidently  the 
intentiuii  o(  Sliannon,  Jonee  and  Cutnpany,  and  it  was 
therefoi-e  resolved,  by  the  people  of  Lawrence,  to  place 
themselves  in  a  defensive  position,  while  they  re4]ne0ted 
Branson  and  his  rcitciieni  to  leave  the  place,  in  order  to 
deprive  Otcir  opponents  of  every  pretext  to  carry  out  tbcit 
intentions.  A  uommittee  of  safety  was  appointed,  at  tho 
head  of  which  Dr.  Robinson  a  circnraspeet  and  clear 
sighted  man  was  placed.  The  immedinto  command  of  the 
home  guard  was  contided  tu  culunel  Lane,  who  had  provc<l 
himself  a  meritcrions  officer  in  the  jdexican  war,  bat  who 
was  more  distingniehod  for  trenchant  courage  than  fordif- 
crelion,  and  who>  Uko  Heodcr,  bad  too  much  of  Uie  jinife 
alonal  imlttician  in  him. 

Ljkwrcnee  waa  not  even  yet  in  "open  rebellion,"  for  it 
had  not  offered  actual  reeiAlance  to  any  officer,  but  only 
resolved  to  defend  itself  against  unjuat  attacks.  Even  Ei* 
Shannon's  view  of  the  Shawnee  laws  and  of  the  offlciala 
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a]>|iointc(l  bjr  the  legialutiire  were  recogTiised  as  oorrecU 
^  &tiU  Branson'e  liberators  and  a  few  persoiie  unknown,  hy 
Hwboin  Culeiiian*8  atid  une  of  Iii»  friemi's  lodgings  had  been 
ii     rtiluced  to  ashes,'  were  the  only  law-breakerg  whom  tJit; 

iantliiirilies  were  obliged  to  lay  liulil    of.     But    Shannon 
played  the  eoniedj  of  rebellion  witli  such  fierj  zeal  diat 
the   silty  fitrce  noon    threntuned    to    turn    into    a    bloKly 
tnig<.>r]y.     On  the  29lli  of  Noveinlter,  lie  iesned  a  procla- 
matiou  in  whieb  he  called  upon  all  wcll-itiinded  citizenfi  to 
come  together,  in  order  to  niaiiitain  the  supremacy  of  the 
lawa  aiid  support  aherilf  Jone«.     The  day  before,  he  had 
reported  to  the  president  by  letter.     Uut  the  p!ny  took  itd 
oouree  with  mysterioue  rapidity,  without  any  regard  for 
tbc  time  the  mail  required  to  travel  from  Kfineiu  tu  Wash* 
^  iiif^tnn  and  from  tJiere  Imck  to   Kansas.     On  the  lat  of 
^iDvceinlrer,  tliu  letter  WHsoiitreaclivd  by  an  nlarm  tt^U-graphic 
^■jnesMige  of  the  governor.      It  fabled  1000  men   in  Law< 
"  rence  provideil  with  all  the  implements  of  war,  requested 
^  permiBSion  to  make  n$e  of  the   n-giitar  troops  and  clo&eil 
f'witli  the   Btatement  tlmt  only  by  the  interference  of  the 
latter  coald  the  shedding  of  blood  be  prevented.     Shnnnon 

I  thought  that  he  could  not  eveu  wait  for  an  answer,  by 
vire,   to   this  dispnich:    he   urgently   requeeted   colonel 
Sntntier  to  hasten  with   his  soldiers  to  his  aid  without 
vleluy,  from  Fort  Leavenworth. 
^  It  had,  indeed,  become  highly  probable  that  blood  would 

coon  flow  freely,  if  the  militAry  did  not  appear  u]>od  the 
stage,  but  not  as  Shannon  intended,  according  to  the  dis- 
patch of  Decernlwr  1,  to  terrify  the  rebels  in  Lawrence 
into  anbmifiHion,  but  to  take  a  position  between  the  parties 


* 


■  The  Free  i'oilrni  ci>Dil«iniii^l  ttic  iu;I  nnd  clntmrd  thai  it  tind  been 
vomnilnod  by  Uielr  eaemlcs  la  ordsr  to  make  pollUcsl  nptlat  out 

«<  it. 
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and  to  keep  the  avcTigere  of  «Uw  and  or($eri**  !□  clieck. 
Tli«t  it  had  come  to  this,  within  h  few  days,  wa»  owing 
solely  to  tlie  l»liii<l  jteal  of  the  gorernor,  of  which  it  in 
fliOiutilt  to  Buy,  to  what  extent  it  hiul  iU  origin  in  hts  snb- 
Hcrviency  to  the  pro-sluvery  party,  or  in  lioneBt  stnpiditjr. 
This  colonel  Snniner  gBve  tlie  incompetent  governor  plninlv 
toandci-^tatid.  The  refusal  to  grant  hia  reqnest  without  the 
order  of  the  president,  colonel  Stunner  accompanied  with 
(lie  emplmtic  advice  to  de&ist  from  the  litteuipt  to  eeltle 
the  matter  by  the  milititi,  until  an  answer  had  boea  re- 
celTod  from  Wiishington.'  "Wliethcr  Shannon  wb«  atiU 
ill  a  situation  to  follow  this  coun^^I  miiat  be  considered  as 
at  least  very  dotihtAiI;  but  it  is  certain  that  he  could  Lare 
done  nothing  more  ill^ndritied  than  to  call  out  tlie  militia, 
if  he  was  really  concerned  to  maintain  law  and  order. 

In  a  letter  of  tlie  11th  of  Decenilier,  to  ihn  president, 
Shannon  Btntes  that  Richardson  had  got  tt^thor  only 
from  300  to  400  men.  If  Lawrence  was  to  be  rtdnced  by  i 
arms,,  this  force  was,  indeed,  prcsamabiy  iniiiDicient,  and 
the  attempt  would  never  have  been  made  with  it,  for  tbo 
most  exaggerated  notions  of  the  reeiating  capacity  of 
the  detested  town  were  entertained.  It  had  perhiipK  been 
expected  that  the  official  proclamation  of  tho  dniiger  the 
conntry  was  in  would  move  a  greater  nnmber  to  hara 
i-ecoiirae  to  arms  to  save  it,  bnt  !t  evidently  wm  not 
l>elieved  it  oonld  be  ronlidently  calculated  that  a  sutlicient 
number  would  answer  the  call  of  the  governor.  The 
Ixirder  counties  of  the  neighboring  state  were  now  to  sup- 
ply tlie  Kansas  militia  as   Oiey  had   already  repcatiKlly 

'  Tbo  pro-slBTor;  party  In  (h*  tcrrllory  aod  their  09ar«d«ral««  now 
callod  tb«n»«lvi«  "Uie  law  uid  oriler  parly." 

■  -  I  wuuM  r«»|>o«irun]r  luggMi  Umi  you  oiitkn  your  ftppMrmioa  AV] 
aid  to  tbo  forernmeDl  eicteailvely  kaowa  at  ftnac,  luid  I  •r[>aM  ooi 
lerniani)  atir  orOoti  Hint  m»j  bav*  fae«a  gives  to  Uio  tiiovetD«tit  of  thflj 
mllili*  ootil  you  TN:akr«  U>«  answor.** 


ineStJUlU    INVAOUS  KA^SAB. 


177 


ifthed  Kansns  voters.  The  assertion  tbat  thift  Imp- 
id  with  Sliniiiioii's  consent  and  kiiow!»lge  raunot  be 
ducntnoRtarity  proved,  but  hie  WeMport  »peech  makes  it 
ftt  least  prolkable  that  it  waa  well  foiiDded.  Tliat  otlier 
high  territorial  oflii?inls  took  prominent  part  in  the  en- 
deavor to  put  the  Weill  or  woe  of  the  territor_v  into  the 
hflndH  of  the  Mi>i«onr)anft  ie  certain,  and  it  is  just  as  ccr- 

Itiiin  tlint  they  prutcnded  to  act  in  ttnison  with  the 
governor.  1 
The  result  wa»  a  brilliant  one.  Small  bodice  of  troops 
Mt  out,  and  stirred  up  the  more  dihtturj  hy  di:«ip»t<:hcs  to 
hasten  to  tliein.  that  the/  nii^^Ut  W  able  to  go  to  work; 
they  had  to  decide  now  mid  the  hope  of  a  real  battle  ooald 
be  disappointed  no  longer.*  The  more  *ell-to-do  raised 
Inrge  sums  to  cover  the  costs  of  war,  and  many  a  barrel  of 
u-Liekey  flowed  U>  heigbt«u  the  holiday  fooling  wbieli  had 
taken  possession  of  the  entire  border  populatiun.  To 
restore  the  Buprumacy  of  the  lav  and  re-establish  pence, 
>nc  bniidrod  MiAijiiiirians  after  another  mo^ed  into  Kiin- 
»&«,  -whera  tbcy  Iiad  no  more  right  to  make  theDiaelves 
Etmrdiaos  of  law  and  order  thnn  they  had  in  Boston  or 
lew  OHeane;  t^)  insure  the  public  pi^nvfl  and  avenge  the 
Inw  which  hni]  keen  tiifiiiltcd,  tliey  l>roke,  under  the  lead- 
r rail) p  of  "aiptttiii"  Price  ami  jiidgo  J.>T.  V.  Thompson, 
Into  tlie  United  States  arsenal,  in  Lilicrty,  MiHsouri)  and 


*  tn  1iKl«peDd«nce,  Ulaaonrl,  tba  fnllowtog  circular  wu  dtotrlhiitfid 
Uis'AI  or  Decciulwr:    "An  eipriuii,  in  Ht  10  o'clock   loxt  ni|;lil, 

»ye  all  Uio  vnluntoers,  sremaDiilon.  etc.,  ibat  can  be  rnlapti  will  tie 
l«^<^     Tb«  eipfftM  vn»  r»r»nrdoO  \iy  Qov.  Sbinnun  lo  0»l.  Wood- 
en, aixl  hv  WAodsoa  to  Ihu  pl»c«,  O  1m  Irnnemilled  lo  various  |>arU 
tbe  couni/.    Call  a  m<>v>liD(,  ami  il't  evrryihiojc  you  can. 

DllS,  McMlllRY  AXD  IIitMlT  " 

Plilltlpa,  Tbe  Coaqu«at  of  Kaasaa,  p.  I<t9.    Woodaon  was  Lbe  secre- 
laty  of  lbe  IrtuMary. 

*  See  lb.,  pp.  1«7,  I((8. 
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three  tlx-pOntidors;'  and  thnt  the^-  tniglit  gimrd  the 
rtiajeety  uf  the  Ian-,  Shannon  ranged  the  Kflneae  milltiA 
«i(lo  b}'  t,idf}  Avitli  tho»e  lawless  tMnide  to  do  which  lie  hnd 
no  more  right  than  to  cnliet  an  tinny  of  Mongols  or 
Tartars. 

Shannon  aftfirrard*  excused  hiinfielf  by  eaying  that 
RichardMtii  and  Strickliir  hud  already  hegiin,  witlioiit  his 
niithnriuLlioi),  to  incorporate  the  "vuiiintccrs"  of  ilissoiiri 
intx)  their  militia  cumniund,  and  that  he  vas  obliged  to 
follow  their  example  to  keep  the  blood-thirsty  crowd  in 
check.)  That  lie  cotild  not  cover  hh  own  guilt  willi  tlie 
bad  example  of  hia  subordiiiated,  was  self-evident,  bnt 
great  weight  could  not  be  denied  his  second  ground  of 
excuse.  The  unholy  spirits  conjiired  up  by  hlB  acts  could 
not  be  banished.  Tlie  sitnatiuii  had  iiiidergoiie  a  com- 
plete revolntion,  in  a  inoTuent.  On  the  1st  of  December, 
he  had  askod  for  federal  troops  to  anbjngate  the 
rebels,  and,  on  the  4th  of  December,  h^  peti- 
tioned for  federal  troops  again,  becaiipe  he  was  no 
lunger  master  of  the  militia  he  had  called  out  against  the 

>T<«tifD<>ny  of  tho  arnenal  offloer.  L.  Lcnnard.  lU'port  of  tbe  In- 
vntiKadaK  Cominltlee,  pp.  11^(^-1131.  Compw  alto  Uie  t«Hlit»OD]rof 
Aanpli  Allen.  Ion.  dt.,  p.  Illfl. 

*  ■'  Missouri  aoni  not  only  her  ynung  men,  bnt  ber  i>raj-bAAtlivl  cUi- 
eens  were  thorc,  the  iqbd  ol  it-^vonty  winlnrf  liinod  ehonliler  lo 
)i1iotild«rwltlil1]e  youth  or  tliteea. 

"Tliese  Rinn  cnmo  (o  Dir  WuknruMi  rnm)i  to  fight ;  th«y  did  not  ask 
penc'^;  It  wns  war — war  loihe  knir«.  Tliey  would  come;  ll  «iui  im- 
powiili)^  tn  prevent  Oicm.  Whm,  ihcn.  wm  my  policy^  Ortnialy 
tliif;  to  □lili^'i^lv  an  evl),  wbkli  it  was  niipon^iltlc  to  BttppreM,  t^ 
bringlii|C  under  mitiliiry  control  iheie  iriegHlar  and  exciiwt  forcM. 
ThiK  wiM  "Illy  [a  tte  areomplliiliect  hy  pi-rmitiing  lh«  coDtiananc^  or 
Ihvcouiee  which  hud  already  b«eD  adopted,  whlinut  my  knowledge, 
by  Gvnernl  KirhiinbAn  and  SirkkJMr;  that  U.  to  liav«  ili»  voltini 
Iftcorponited.  n%  ih^y  nnms  in,  in1o  tlio  alrendy  orgaoUted  commaad.*^ 
Fhilippa,  Tltc  Couquentof  Kttii»iui,  pp.  173,  173. 
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els.  On  the  Wakarusa  and  at  Lecoirpton.  they  took 
iup  tbcir  iilMidu  ill  two  lai^c  CHmpe,  fonnivlly  Inying  fliege 

t4>  Luwrciivu  wliosv  citiTieiiii  stood  rencly,  day  and  night,  to 
|.n?cui\*c  tliuir  uninvited  giieBts,  nitd  who,  under  Lane's 
|«kil]ni1  and  vigoroiiK  IcadL-riihip,  lnl>ored  industrioiiAlj  on 

wurk^  of  dffuiicc.  It  wa&  diw  soUdy  to  tlie  rehpect  whivU 
Ithe  assailants  hnd  for  the  ritlen  of  the  abolilioDtsts  and  to 

the  liriimeKS  and  circnmitper't  cooInesB  of  Dr.  Kohinnon, 

thHt  it  did  not  come  to  a  general  buttle.     Slieritf  Jones  whs 

able  rejteatedly  to  enter   the  eitj*  tintnolesltvl,  hut  did  not 

ventnre  to  speok  of  ninktng  nn'iists;  the  gniinls  and  patroU 
tof  the  besieged  did  not  return  the  random  shots  Hred 
iliy  ilie  vneniy  in  the  darkncas  of  the  ni^lit;  and  even 
[when  OQe  Uarber,  in  a  chance  encounter  with  certain 
!  Itawiers  of  the   Itorder  Kiifliane — among  them  "genernr* 

nic-hanlfion  himself  was  malicioti&tv  ehot,  liohinMtn'a 
.admonition  not  Ut  give  vent  to  their  jnst  acrimony,  bat  to 
pearken  to  the  voice  of  prudence  wa£  listened  to.^  Bnt 
'the  execution  army  of  the  law  and    order  party  became 

daily  more  and  more  an  iimlirieiplined  bund  which  inspired 
Bitfl  own  h'adere  with  more    fear  than    it  did   the  rebvla, 

af^int)!  whom  it  was  led  into  the  field.  Tlie  more  thoy 
_^  became  convinced  that  the  "white-livered  abolitionist?f '' 
f  wonid  not  nilow  thcmaclvcs  to  bo  enbdned  like  old  women 

by  outhi  and  tbrcAl»,  the  more  did  they  upbraid  the  gov- 

■  cnior  and  every  one  else,  Irccause  men   enough  bad  not 
\)wn  procured  to  put  an  end  to  the  matter,  and,  on  the 
otlittr  hand,  the  abashing  feeling  that  their  role  waa  by 
JKilfgrees  ns^nminjr  the  Hpj>eanincc  of  the    ridicnlous  and 
^"thcir  impiLlieuce,  excited  tliem.  nutre   and    more,  into  u 
blind  ra^e.     How  the  unhap])y  affair  would  end,  t>ecame 
lore  iitealculahle  every  day,     J.  C.  Andcnwn,  a  member 
nf  the  Shawnee    legislatnro,  but    reaidiiij^  in    Lexington, 
Missouri,  informed    "(ieneral"    Kichardeon,    in  writing, 
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tliat  tlie  militia  would  «torm  LBWrauoe  without  ordeni,  if 
Slmniion  did  nut  plodgo  liimeolf  to  make  nonseofthv 
KfCaUr  troop6  und  to  leave  tho  "inilitin"  in  nndiMnrbed 
|K>fifte&&ioD  of  ilic  arms  they  had  robbed  from  th?  nrsenal 
in  Liberty;  it  v&a  nvixetary  to  take  the  acec8eiLr>'  tiiCAsnre« 
iiiiiiii.'diiitciyi     it    WM,    pt-rhapR,    atrcadj-     too    late;     au 
«iicounter  of  ftidcral  truops  and  "voliinteen)"  wa^  to  be 
ffurcd.     Jonee^,  too.  iir^tl  the  governor  not  to  wait  for  tllf  j 
regular  troops,  because  the  ranks  of  the  volunteers  vren\ 
hourlT  growinp;  thinner^  and  more  than  two-tliirds  wuuld 
return  home  greatly  dissatUtied.  if  they  were  not,  at  least 
led  to  I^wrcnce.     Bnt  why  he  wanted    to  mard)    InW"' 
Lawretiev  at  all,  with  an  army  of  much  more  tlmn  1000 
men,    eonld    not    l)e    discovered    from    hie    letter,    since, 
tooonling    to    liiti   own  n*priri,  Brnnsoii'ti  liberators 
no  longer  in  the  city,  and  he  had  no  I'liriher  warranta 
execute. 

Shannon,  in  the  meantime,  vras  emfiowcred  by  tele- 
graph, to  make  a  i-eqnieition  of  federal  troops.  Colonel 
Sumner  whom  he  immediately  informed  of  that  fact,  tliere- 
opun  declared  himself  ready  to  march  within  a  fcvr  hour&. 
But  on  the  very  game  day  (Ditl-ihIkt  5)  ho  recallrd  hi» 
promise,  because,  after  mature  rt-dculiun,  he  hoctitiiv  con- 
vinced, that  it  waa  necsssary  for  him  to  wait  for  a  direct 
order  from  the  government.  Shannon  whom  ihe  lam 
things  were  liking  diiwjuicted  and  terrified  more  and  more, 
luid,  in  the  meatiliino,  betaken  him^lf  to  the  camp  on  tlie 
Wakiirufui,  and  liegan  to  reeoguize  tlmt  the  reios  might 
C4>iupl«tely  slip  frnin  hit*  hand*,  at  any  moment.  Hence. 
he  wrote  again  to  Sumner,  almost  imploring  him  to  set 
uiit  without  deUy,  «Yen  if  the  direet  eommatid  had  tint 
reitchetl  him;  that  Shannon  wantwl  to  protect  Lawrence 
and  to  prevent  the  beginning  of  a  atnigyli!  thu  ond  «»(*wJiich 
eould  not  be  foroceeo,  bat  that  he  Ibarod  tho  beeiogon 
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lid  refuse  to  oliej  him.*     Siimnt-r  otvuxl  lij  hie  first 
liftioii,  iind  Sliiinnon,  in  bin  neeii,  had  reooiirtse  tu  the 
[last  t>x[>e<lient;  he  went  to  I^wrence  himself  to  treat  with 
tlie  rcl>eli>. 

On  tlie  0th  of  December,  a  formal  treaty  watt  concluded 
between  Shannon  on  the  one  hand,  and  Kitbin&on  and  Laiic, 

ion  the  other.!  KicJiHrdtwn,  Stricklai-  and  Joiiea  received 
crders  t"  go  back  with  their  men  to  the  north  shore  of  the 
Kan&ns  river,  and  there  to  diecUarge  thein.  With  avoilej 
of  onths  and  with  cpitUcte  of  everjr  description  applie<l  to 
the  nnfortnnatc  governor,  the  order  was  oln-jod,  fur  ther 
^did  not  dare  to  go  to  the  utmost extn^niL-,  wltliouL  the  &iip> 
^port  of  the  legal  aiithoritieti.  A  part  of  the  BordcT  Knf* 
fiaiiSi,  however,  dcla^'cd  tliuir.  dtK^utiipment,  and  secmttd  u.» 
tiVe  no  small  pleasure  in  the  eujojitietit.  a  little  longer  of 
vaylaylnf!  aod  marauding,  that  their  jmrticipation  m  tlie 
winter  campaign  might  iiot  he  entirely  fruitless.  Sliaiinua 
had    became  sufficiently  acijuaiiited  with  t)ie   fellows   t4i 

»]cnow  wiiat  thoy  were  capable  of,  and  he,  therefore,  form- 
ally  authorized   Robinson  aod   Lane   to  keep  their  men 
under  arms,  in  order,  according  to  their  judgment,  to  oee 
to  Oio  maintenance  of  peace  and  the  protection  uf  peroonA 
and  property  lu  Lawrence  and  vicinity.     The  "  reU-.U " 
^kigainat  whom  he  had,  two  weekn  lx;forc,  ftnmmoncd  all 
^Ju:W-nhidiug  citiEciis  under  arms,  were  now  commissioned 
,  to  pruteut  llietiibelres  and  Uie  country  iijpiinst  tliose  who 
id  been  called  to  force  them  into  obeditfuce. 
Tlitia  was  the  "  Wakarwga  w»r  "  brought  to  an  end,  in 
X  most  surpriMDg  manner,  but  au  armistice  and  not  a 


' "  It  li  hud  to  rwatrflin  thn  mm  bar*  (iIiajp  mv  bovood  mj  power. 
•I  lout  «oiin  will  b^jfrom  tn>)ki>ig  «ii  %|i'K:t{  oa  Lawrence.  Vi'bicli.jr 
incc  miiil*,  tlieri!  la  no  n^llian  wlirrp  il  inny  temiioate."    Pbllippa, 
'Th«  CvoquMl  ni  Knnu^.  pp.  217.  21S. 

*  U  ia  luiDUd  ID  full,  loc  oit..  pp.  2^,  fm. 


182 


SMttUkS-SSUKASKA    tUIX   Tl'   Bt'CUAKAS  6   KLBCHOV. 


pence  1iai3  been  nonnludtyl,  and  m  Ulis  srmi&tu>P  \ny  tli« 
l^riiii  of  nevr  and  greater  truitbleB.  Not  only  81i»iiiiui) 
but  Kubinsori  and  Lane  had  uot  known  bow  todiaenraiij^le 
llio  1;iiut,  atu1  jitBt  as  little  as  he  did  Uiev  have  the  courag«| 
to  cut  it.  Tlie  real  question  in  oontroi-erey  vas  not^ 
ddcided  in  the  Ireaty  of  the  Oth  of  December  but  coveK«l 
up  in  stmliod  [^ra&ea  which  each  side  might  interpret  in 
it<  own  war.  and  'which  of  course  it  eo  !iitnr|'n.'ti-<).  Thftj 
intrtMtnction  to  the  trenl^  declared  that  tlie  Inmcntable  and' 
meniicing  ntfiiir  had  arisen  from  a  ^*  miannderstanding." 
In  wbal  tliie  "niiBiiDdcnttaiiding**  conxietr^  waa  not 
expre»»ty  (itsted,  but,  lYuin  the  stipniatioiis  tbnt  folluwed. 
it  ap[M*ared  tlial  wltat  wait  meant  h-us  the  ernine>mft  br>Hef 
of  the  governor  that  the  citizeos  of  Lawrence  bad  wiehol 
to  u|>pose  the  enfurtfeineiit  of  the  laws.  Tliejr  asserted  that 
thor  bad  not  witched  to  do  «o.  and  that  Otey  did  not  wiab 
do  BO  in  the  fatiire.  This  eoonded  N-ory  well,  bat  ww  evi- 
dentiT  worthier,  ntiteM  it  was  expresslv  said,  that,  by  the 
Iaw6  niid  the  leinkl  authoritit-e  epuken  of,  tin-  laws  of  (he 
i^hnwtlov  lf^i»Utare  and  the  officers  i^pointod  br  it,  verr 
nnUmtiKML  fiut  thie  was  nut  done.  On  the  euotmr^,  it 
WHA  t'^pn•KlJr  stated,  at  the  doae,  that  tbrrr  bail  been  nt> 
di-'sirv  lo  exprcM  an  opinion  as  to  the  raliditjr  of  cbe  terri- 
torial hkwu*  Shannon  rrportrd  to  the  prveidetit  two  dar* 
later,  that  lawronce  had  promiMd  to  »ubtDit  to  the  terri- 
torial laws  ami  to  aid  in  exevnting  thexo,  mi>er«'ingoiilv  to 
irtdirldualt  the  right  to  bring  the  dispute  as  to  their 
rmlklitj  before  tbo  courts  for  decision.*  Bat  this  was 
in  the  U«al,r.  That  fael,  of  course,  did  not  exvlode 
poBsibttjtjr    that    Kobiu«on   and    Imjm   ha<l    (n^Tfl    bim    to 


'■■TImI  we  wMh  H  — Jwitpud  tkal  ««  4a  arc  kmui  rxprr-^  an^-j 
«l>laU)a  H  n>  tk«  nlldltf  of  iha  mmmamm  at  ik«  iMtturi  i '  l-si-.ia 

tow" 


THV  WAK^RL'SA   WAS. 


198 


[iindcratiind  thry  wonid  interpret  the  treaty  in  tliie  way, 

[but  wlictlier  tliey  did  so  tnimt  remain  nndeciiled.     That  it 

,  wa*  not  exjiresHwI  in  cieRr  wordu  in  the  treiity  shows  that 

thuy  as  well  as  Sbatinon  con^iiU-red  it  to  be  at  leaAt  very 

•  donbtful  whether  the  citir^ns  of  Ijiwrence  would  conclude 

n  treaty,  under  Buch  uonditioim,  and  what  Rohinsoo  and 

Iauo  promised  in  regard  to  thiii  I'nndniTiental  qnestion  was 

wholly  unfmporcant,  mdees  ratified  by  Lan'rence  and  the 

whole  frce-Soil  party.     But   the   next   eucceedtug^  day 

showed  thftt  the  terrors  of  the  Wakaru^a  war  had  nutther 

moved  the  Fr«-K«il  party  to  strike  their  flag  iior  damj^wncd 

tlic  zeal  and  dctvrmiDation  of  the  law  and  order  party  by 

I  its  frDilluKi?nL-sf. 

The  Topi-ka  convention  had  fixed  the  15th  of  Deeemher 
;aa  the  d:iy  on  which  it^  draft  of  a  cuntttitiition  wiu  to  be 
Buhmitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people.     The  vuntititiition 
was  adopml    by  a  vote  of  1731  apainst  40.'      The  pn*. 
>  slavery  n:trty.  therefore,  as  wnii  to  lie  expected,  had  not 
^voted.      It  gave,  however,  ont;  ftign  of  life.     In    Leaven- 
worth, it  broke  into   the  voting  place  and  took  forcible 
poece&eion  of  the  ballot-boxes.     The  secretary,  Wetherill, 
who  hiid  endeiivored  to  rescue  them,  owed  it  solely  to  the 
interference  of  a  few  co«rajfeou8  Tree-Soilers  that  he  did 
not  ]T«y  the  penally  of  Ins  revolt  a^inet  the  knights  of 
law  and  onler — they  were  militia  troops  from  the  Waku- 
mHi  wur  who  were  to  ttc  paid  off — with  htK  life. 

On  the  »ame  day,  Atchison  nent  from  Platte  City, 
throtiph  the  Atlanta  (Georgia)  ExamineT,  an  apjieal  to 
the  whole  (uiuth,  in  which  he  eidled  upon  It  to  send  money 
land  well  armed  men.  b^^autw  Mis^iirt,  ou  the  soil  of  Kmi- 
aae,  wna  ti^rhting  Llitj  battles  of  iho  eouth  and  1)ecftii^  before 
the  end  of  a  year,  the  wildest  eivil  war  would  rai^  tliroogh 

>  A  voparaie  vol^  was  cast  on  the  cIhum  which  fortnd«  ihfl  wrrllorjr 
ta  rr«»  p«r»0D*  or  color ;  1287  -rotea  were  cast  (or  uul  -US  agaiiut  it. 
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tbe  ooiiDtry.i  Tlie  manifesto  of  the  oliief  of  t!ie  Border 
Baffiniifi,  wtio  bad  once  presided  over  iUb  M*rmto  of  tbo 
Uniteil  Siutefi,  did  not  sav  tvo  mucU  but  too  litUo.  Wliat 
he  expected  in  ttie  near  future.  Iiad  been  nti  accom- 
plifilied  fact,  since  the  last  da^-e  of  NiA-cmlH-r.  McMHllin 
of  Virginia  rightly  .dei^Itrcd  two  dajra  subscqnontlj,  in  the 
honseof  n-presentatives,  that  civil  war  had  iictiinlly  broken 
out  on  tlie  borders  and  was  wagwl  over  the  ftirtvcry  ques- 
tion.* Tho  blood  hitliurtu  slivd  oflurdtil  no  cornxt 
meannre  by  which  to  judge  of  the  situation.  The  civil  war 
wa6  only  local  and  would  prehUitiably  remnin  some  time 
onlv  lueal.  but  it  was  aii  undeniable  and  terrible  fact,  that 
the  belcAgncring  of  Lnwreucc  vas  the  beginning  of 
elvit  war.  Tlic  slnvehoMing  intoreBt  luid  bad  recDDriie  U< 
the  sword,  nod  tlie  fudt^ral  executive  bod  iuunei]  it  tlie 
mantle  of  the  htw  for  that  purpo«e.  Id  the  nune  of  Iaw 
and  order,  and  behind  the  piv>tecting  ahivld  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  propagation  of  slavery  was  carried  on  witl>  blood 
and  iron,  in  tlie  territorial  doniaio  uf  the  Union.  The 
KanE4it-XL-bnskB  bill  bad  cleared  the  way  fur  the  alavocracy 
by  finbtititntiiig  ei|uuttcr  sovereignty  for  th«  principle  of 

I  ■>  Knns«!>  inusi  UkTc  sIkvc  inttilatioiu,  or  Mi»nari  niut  bar*  IW« 
tanllutiuDs— lienco  ilia  iaivrral  ilie  Bacil«r  IluDiiuu  lake  la  Kanoai 
■ITaln.    .    ■    . 

"  Lm  TtKir^ennjcmNiGOine  forDi  lo  Miuooriaod  E*ii*u!  L*t  ili»nn 
coDOP  wnll  anniNl.  irUh  mnory  PDnugb  tu  8upp«>n  ilii'm  Tor  l«rr|Ti> 
noaitiB,  aiMl  (iMOTTnined  iokb  Uib  Uitngouil  On«huiiilnHlint«aiMi 
Kitl  1>B  an  ■riinitlUoB.  Th«  moM  th*  lMU«r.  I  dv  n-'l  b««  kuw  wf  ai* 
luavntilcirll  WHTi  conieltwill.  Twrlveuumlltii  will  mil  el»|»»  tH>r<ir* 
iiuw<uU  WW  of  Ui»  AcnvHi  kiDd— will  ltt>  tiptm  «#.  We  «»  arming 
and  t>r«|»rinjt  Tim-  il.  lad^M.  w«  of  Ui«  l»Fi1«r  ^■t>utiti>^  W-  prrporctl. 
Wr  uiunt  liiiT«lh«*U[>)n>rl  of  ihrnuulli  Vt'v  un-  flcliiiiii;  *hn  tnUlM 
oTiho  MXitl)      Oat  ItikUluU'ttu  wv  nl  tiaho.     You  Tar  k<  ,  ui* 

IM'W  Kill  »(  Uiv  naive  urihw  war,  hat,  If  w«  fail,  it  will  i-  i  own 

dui<n>.  tietliaps  your  bMitha."    Oaap.  Gtob*,  IM  8«»..IHlh  ttongr. 

1 0aagt.  <f-i»br,  l«  9««L,  Snii  Oiui-r-.  |v.  S3, 
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the  constitntioDal  rale  of  the  people,  bj  baling  the  oon- 
Btitntional  etate  on  the  one  hand  on  caprice  and  chance 
and  on  the  other  on  a  conscious  untruth;*  and  the  law  had 
become — and  it  could  not  be,  otherwise — a  death-bringing 
Medusa-head  to  right  and  freedom. 

>  I  mesn  tlie  diunetrically  oppnsite  doctrines  of  tfae  Donglaa  Demn. 
crats  and  of  the  eouthflrn  atlTocatea  of  states  rigtiu  on  tbe  rightof  self- 
determiuaiiOD  of  ths  t«iritorial  populatlOD,  while  the  territorial  con- 
dition lasted. 
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CHAPTER  IT, 


DIBRUFTION  OF  TUB  MATIVIST  PARTY  AND  THB  ELEC- 
TION FOB  SPIiAKER  OP  l»W-«. 

Tlie  34lb  oongreM  lutd  met,  ou  the  3rd  of  December, 
ISEJrj.  Half  a  year  Imd  |taiuiiM]  since  tlie  |in.'»!di<i)t  uom- 
pUiiu-cl  ti)0iiv6riiur  Heeilur  tliftt  EantAB  lutd  left  hi m  »u 
rvst,  da^  or  night.  The  inumeDt  had  iiov  uoiue  vben  hi 
nmat  re[>ort  to,  account  tu,  and  come  to  un  undet^tsndin^ 
with  cuhgroes,  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pnmied  in  future. 
'^''h&t  had  titkon  place,  in  the  territory,  during  Ihusc  six 
moiiChe,  was  ccriuiuly  calculated  to  p-ic^'e  the  heart  of 
crcrr  iiatriot.  It  wok,  therefore,  to  i)e  expected  that  the 
atixioUK  ^tate  of  hctplctifiiii-ss  iu  which  J'irrce  etood  tncc 
to  fueu  with  tho  fatC'pregnant  probtem,  wuuid  have  in- 
creased Lciil'idd,  for  tieitlit-r  he  mir  his  ininisterft  could  5iil 
to  MC  that  the  kiidt  became  harder  to  diwiitunglu  Crtnn 
day  to  duy.  But,  altlMiiigh  iiiii|ut5Bl!unahly  very  clear  on 
this  point,  they  ap|>euifd  hcl'ore  thu  euuuiry  tniiob  itiorv 
eontideritly  now  than  they  wunld  hare  llicii.  The  ehjuds 
which  hovered  over  the  I'liiou  ):ad  hi>eoitie  pereuptibly 
hcnviei-  niid  liniig  lower,  but  Elie  storm  nhicli  had  bruk«n, 
with  iiuch  violen«p,  over  the  nt^inocnifie  [^>(irtVi  l>a**e<l  a\v«j 
a«mpidJy  n«it  hnd  come.  Pierce  and  hi«  cabinet  nicuilwr*, 
hone«t  and  worm  patriota  as  tlicy  werv,  in  their  way, 
lookoil  at  tliia  que&tiDU  only  thi-ough  the  Apcctuelca  of  the 
iiai-roweot  party  spirit.  I'jirt.v  intereet  with  tlicin  wne  nttt 
above  the  weal  and  woe  of  the  republic,  but  tlicy  wi'uld 
not  anil  couhl  not  any  longer  recede;  for  even  if  evonta 
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rurMji!]  tlie  cnnvirtittn  on  tliem,  tliiit  they  liml  innde  n  giviit 
mii^take,  in  the  KHi)(<aK-XebnutkH  bill,  thi>y  tiaw  certiiiri 
iruin  iu  the  viulory  ot*  their  oppt>iient8.  Hence,  in  their 
pj'Ce,  the  (lemantls  of  party  intereat  and  the  tiret  com- 
inanduient  of  patriotism  were  coincident:  the  programme 
of  the  |Hirty  hni]  now  to  be  cnrried   out,   ill-adviecd  us  it 

I  had  l>een  when  it  eet  up  tliat  programme^  Uenc«  I'ieivc 
lifMl  giii^  reason  to  carry  his  heail  higher,  for,  evon  il" 
I'veiite  in  Kansas  made  t£  conipulfi'iiy  to  carry  on  the 
litrtiggic  with  a  greater  disrcgitrcl  of  conse^jtiences,  it  did 
not,  an  in  the  spring,  sevm  lo  be  entirely  without  prospect 
^ut'  (inccees. 

H  Tlie  litstory  of  Knnvr:\'i>thingi(tin  bad  verified,  in  a 
H  brilliant  innniier,  the  ftaying  of  JeHuraon,  that  error  need 
H'liot  be  feiirt'd  eo  long  as  rt'iiMni  is  alloM-eil  to  combat  it. 
HThe  iisrtj  inepired  fear  util}'  i^o  long  tui  it  foiigbi  under 
Bllie  helmet  uf  invisihility.  The  cbiinn  broke  tl)«  moment 
■  the  veil  of  seci-ecy  was  removed.  The  party  had  neither 
^  ahield  n<jr  coat  of  mail,  and  like  leaden  swords  in  a  tlicatri- 

Itai  waixirobe,  its  weaixms  glitteretl  but  uid  not  cut.  By 
tie  very  fact  tJiat  its  programme  and  mode  of  warfare 
wer**  in«dr  a  F-iibject  of  tliscn^sion,  it  was  forced  out  of  it» 
victorious  utl'cnsive  attltudu  into  a  ban!  iircs.-'ucl  defi-nsivo 
one;  ami  every  attempt  it  made  to  justify  itnulf  proved 
more  c4iiH-liisively  that  it  was  eitliiT  cbaoing  pliantnins  or 
purvning  n-pr«tieutililo  cnd^,  and  that  the  utitfuns  it  em- 
ployed uero  either  not  periiiixgiLile  or  must  effect  tho 
[opposite  of  what  was  intended. 

Uow  grpa(!v  at  a  loss  mii^t  the   Know-Notlilngfl  have 

[been    for  good   reasons  for  the  doiimnd    that  immigrants 

[tUould  bo  accorded  the  right  of  stitfrage,  only  alter  a  pro- 

}ti  of  tweniy-ono  ycnra,  when  the  programme,  a  com- 

iind  of  rulional  ideas  and  mdical  uoaeeusf,  of  u  handful 

of  German  Suctiit-DemocratA,  tn  Uiclituoud,  wa»  bivught 
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forward  liy  tliern  as  heavy  tu>tl]lerj,  in  their  warfare.'  It' 
eiich  au  nltcmtioQ  of  titc  natiooal ideation  laws  wng  neeea- 
eary,  Iwcause,  among  tlic  liiindrods  of  tlioDMntlB  of  Ger- 
mans, there  were  a  few  muddled  bcodi,  wlw  happened  to 
Spend  ail  uvuiiiiig  in  drawing  up  radical  pinna  for  the  im- 
provement uf  the  world,  over  tlicir  beer,  it  vm  attll  more 
ncocouu*/  to  reiiuimoc  the  principle  of  freedom  of  coii- 
ecience,  because  Shakers,  Mormone  and  other  pestiferuiig 
Mcte  carried  on  their  doings,  under  ita  protection,  un- 
pimielicd.  Thus  far,  one  of  the  most  prominent  traits  of 
the  character  of  the  American  people  had  been  a  eelf-con- 
ficioiiBne88  which,  not  iiiifreqneiitly,  went  bejond  the 
proper  limit.  But  they  could  eurely  be  inditrtid  by  such 
argiiiiieiitfi  to  reject  the  good  with  the  bad,  only  on  cod- 
dilion  that  they  were  Brst  tmight,  faintheartedly  to  de>pnir 
of  their  own  strenglli  and  of  the  pi'iiiutples  on  which  their 
whole  political  and  social  life  rested.  No  horrific  phantom 
ootild  be  made  out  of  this  kind  of  radicaliem,  for  people 
knew  too  well  that  it  waa  lacking  in  all  the  prerequisitai 
of  propagandiet  activity.  The  Bonthcm  Know-Notliingft 
who  irit;d  to  amhe  uipital  vbiclly  out  ot*  »ucli  extravngnncea 
of  ieolnted  eocial-polltical  ciithtiaiiute.  fcarud  only  thuec 
adopted  citizens  who  did  not  remain  foreigners  in  thought 
and  leeling.  While,  in  the  north,  the  crueado  waa  carried 
on  mainlr  against  the  Irish,  the  dontli  waa  chleflv-  con- 
cerned with  iuAuring  the  hai-mleAAne»iS  of  the  wicked  Ger- 
inanit.  Adams  of  MissiAaippi,  had,  in  December,  18M, 
in  assigning  his  reasons  for  his  naturaliziition  hill,  laid 
special  stress  on  the  fxct  that  t]io  QermnnK  had  Font  in  ta 
ninny  petitiotii!  agiiinst  llie  Kansas- Xohraska  bill,  and  had 
even  burned  Douglas  in  effigy."     That  the  south  did  not 

>I(l9w<>nli  iha  imublii  to  read  tills  programme,  la  Mm  Oongr. 
■"  When  [  Ifuned  ibe  li>di|[niljr  oStttA  lo  Ssatlor   Dnu^lw  by  a 
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ish  to  ece  the  inflnence  of  immigrants  who  profeeeed 
lini'Ji  viiuvs  gniw,  wiis,  from    its  point  of  view,  defeiisibla 
Faml  warraiileil,  bnt  it  shonid  not    in  defending  it  have 
claimtd  that  ihcse  iinniigpanta  were   not,  in  con»eqnenC6, 
cApable  of  entering  into  the  spirit  of  Americun   life  and 
iDiilcitig  it  tlieir  own,  &inot!  tliu  position  tliej  had  taken  so 
tdcvidedly  and  outi&ciousty,  on  this  very  qnestion,  vras  the 
hnoiit  elrikin^  proof  of  the  contmrj.  The  southern  Know* 
.Nothings  made  war,  in  tlie  tirst  place,  on  Ihe  foreign-born 
;  who  assimilated  themseh-ee  most  rapidly  and  most  com- 
|)Iotc-]jr;  the  tintire  partjr  demanded  an  ng^^vatiun  of  ttio 
iralization    laws   and     the    political     pioBcri prion   of 
>lL-d  citizuns,  hccause  the  fnnMgn-lwrn  did  not  assim- 
ilate;   bnt    prosKription    was,    an     Barry   of    Missisftippi 
M  rightly  said,  the  surest  means   to  prevent   their  iiH.>iiniiIa* 
Hting.'      And  Barrj  was  vfj^ually  right  when,  in  the  name 

H  Q«miiui  iDObt  1  (iRUrmiiii'il  to  Iiitnxluce   ibis  bill."    CnoxT.  Olcibo,  M 
K  5w»..  3M  Cnogr..  p.  3S. 

^B  I "  Tbo  r««1  [laiiz«r  is  lli&(  ttntigosn  will  coagngat*  in  tome  statea 
^■ftf  iba  Union  In  tach  nnuib^ra,  pTO»rvlu^  tlie  liuisuag*).  mnRiiert.  ftntl 
^■tnultUon*  of  ib«  Old  World,  as  to  rotn  uut  ilio  nitiv«  iiojmlAiion 
^^  ipekltiiig  the  Engliali  loogue,  and  tlial  we  mar  come  to  b«  u  cifnfvii- 
tncj  nf  lUtM  M»  rDrciicn  in  nriKin,  in  lan;[uag«.  ciutomi.  inHUlutions, 
Mtil  ntllgloD.  asu«  tb«  Hventl  nntinns  coiiit)in«l  by  Uyrce  nndor  tlio 
RWfty  of  Ihe  oinpcror  of  Auslrln.  r>r  ili«  ciar  nf  ItuMia.  Nuiliing  can 
ifDil  lo  acwKiii'listi  lUiB  more  Ape«(lllj  Ihaa  pTOHcrl|itl(iii.  ITtliR 
Ir^reipier  l)n(l>  )iim*^ir  Ann  cf  n  1l07rmlc.1l  oMn  ivliilft  living  amoag 
lliB  nuliv«  iNiptilation,  hu  will  niuuiatly  seek  tlioea  rvglons  in  which 
III*  own  cutintryttK-R  iiro  iiuuioroux,  hqiI  a  lilllvi  niona  concenlratlon  or 
llie  foreign  pojiulailoa  in  some  of  the  aortbw«eteni  ttatea  will  gira 
iliHtn  an  abw>liito  niimerkal  majority,  and  insare  the  control  tliere. 
In  sucti  an  event.  Uiey  would.  oToourw.  retaliate  the  proKtipiian 
Underr  which  Uiey  I»h1  tufTorod;  Iboy  would,  perhaps,  liecom*  even  aa 
IninUruii  A>i!ie  Know  Noihlngi,  and  permit  no  nail vi^bam  citizen, 
nor  the  mn  of  a  maira,  to  tuie  or  bold  odlce ;  iiivj  wouiil  nonil  nnlur. 
alleed  forritenen  ^>  repreaenl  tlietn  her«  En  Iraib  boiuea,  u  tlicy  wiiuld 
huvii  the  cofiHiitiili'>ni)  right  10  do;  they  would  hare  tlieir  relallre 
w«l|[lit  In  pHtidvattal  eleciioat,  tad  Uic  '  fi>r«lgu  rat« '  would  tlita  be 
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of  (lie  dignity  of  manhood,  jaetice  and  republicaniani,  he 
deiiiit(idi-<I  iliat  tli»  political  diftfraneliiscment of  tlteforclgo- 
borot  Id  cuse  it  were  ooneidered  nevcNsarj,  Bbo'iUi  t«k« 
place  0(jciilj  and  in  due  form  by  a  Imw,  and  not  hy  wervt 
proacription.' 

Those  t«-o  simple  argnmenU  wonld  h«ve  eufficpd  lo 
overthrow  the  lioitse  of  cards  uf  Ktiuw-Nothirigism,  evto 
if  the  dliirci')- question  had  nol  made  the  organiK-ition  of 
a  viable  party  on  any  other  hasiit  inijKiftSible.  Tlit-  honest 
naiirist*  of  the  north  gnided  bj  pnrely  patriotic  motive*, 
who  had  tio  secondary  ititcniimi'  tti  whattherdid,  b«caine 
convinced,  on  calmer  rcfleeliun,  tliat  the  eriU  they  wvra 
combnting  were  emaller  thtin  tliose  which  would  neoGft-- 
snrily  follow  a  chnnge  of  the  natomliation  laws  nnd  ihe 
exclusion  of  adopted  citizens  from  all  political  utlicc»,  or 
they  at  least,  learned  to  look  upon  the  tnensnree  taken  in 
a  diHerent  Hght  nnd  to  judge  theni  mure  oorrectly.  And, 
in  the  ftonth.  where  the  movement  was  of  iolorcst.  only 
bj  reason  of  iU  indirect  relations  to  elavery,  and  whera 


KfRieiltliigdlstlncI  nnd  palptlile  for  pollllcUnslO  lolrlgu*  utter  Vn 
•lute  of  Tiling  cnulcl  b«  morn  d«[il(itii)il(<  ihui  tli«  war  nr  riio«>B,  oT 
whicb  this  ot<lcr  !■  tlie  begin alng.  ud  If  U  be  not  crusbml  mt  uiicp  by 
the  hon«My  and  commoo  sense  of  lti«  pmpl«,  it  mftjr  flva  in  lur  lil*^ 
toiyacbaplcr  a*  ilurk  anti  hlofldy  u  tlinl  iif  lh»  English  reToliiiloM. 
or  or  tht  roligioBS  wara  r>f  itt«  HiigoeDutn  aad  CatliUica  la  Fmau." 
Congr.  niobe,  3d  6m*.,  3Sd  Coagr..  Appand..  p.  ST. 

>  lb-,  p.  58. 

"Titiiclflsa  laid  gnnl  TT«lRtit  on  tti«  siniitillca  of  pnu|i«rt»m  ud 
crime,  and  ilioin  autialim  umlnulilmlly  aflTiinlcd  A  inucli  mc>m  •olIA; 
rouiulaitiin  for  n.iitvUt  li>iiil«iiciu  than  r«lli;:i>iu  boliitf  »r  <b«  qt 
lirtn  of  oiace*  Tbat  ibe  pmcmajK  "f  paopcrs  and  ciiinitiDU  amom 
Ihfl  IrouiiKnul*  waa  larger  Uinn  amoog  Ibe  DatEvo-Imrn.  laf  la  ibl 
vfTj  tiamri;  of  ilie  e,  »,  bill  the  (|'ir«ronc«  In  lli«  flgorex  1<»  lb«  dls 
vatiUgp  of  ili«  intini|;t<iut4  waa  to  vDormous  thiit  Ui(9(«  WAi 
III  uivifi  ilie  mutter  the  intnt  mrloui  nuoiition.  Tbe  erpluiaHofi  wm 
simply  Ibiil  Kuro|»ean  ualcs  bad  permltiea  ilieiu^^lvo  \>i  nw  Aui«rica 
aa  a  place  ia  wblcb  to  depoail  tbelz  tbieves  sod  cJii]ilna]& 
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'tlicrcCore.  Icariiig  the  leading  politicians  out  of  considera- 
tion, it  occupie<l   iiien'a   minds  liut   little,  tlie  appeal  ee- 

.  pecially  to  the  people's  manlineea  fniind  a  Idud  echo.     It 

'docs  ihu  eoutii  no  email  honor,  tlint  there  the  p4irty  Und  to 
nurce  to  give  up  its  secrecy  and  ite  oatliB."  m  it  had  been 
iilrciuly  prt-viou«Iy  forcwl  there  to  make  concessions  in 
regnrii  to  the  CnthoHcs.     Bnt  withont  its  Mcrccy  and  its 

,  uatlm  it  could  evidt^tiltj  acoomplisli  notliinpr  in  thu  south, 
nnlesd  rugurd  fur  slarery  drov^  people  In  join  it;  lud  how 
this  quefitiun  was  to  l>e  answered,  the  ttoiith  hiul  eoon  to 
Iwcoine  clL>Hr,  Lf  it  were  not  so  alreadr;  for  any  one  who 
cartKl  to  pcp  could  not  fail  to  jwrceive  that  tlie  disruption 
of  ilic  party  in  the  DortU,  on  the  alarery  question^  was  at 
huiid. 

lu  tlic  t>cg:innitig  of  Jnne,  IS35,  a  meeling  of  the  Nn- 
titinnl  Council  took  pl»<-«  in  t'hiladolphin.  If  the  lt;u<1ur» 
had  hccn  in  tlic  eiilhnsiiiAtic  tnood  tit'  tliu  niirty  during  the 
preceding  fall  and  winter,  the  internal  breach  which  was 
already  contplete,  mi^ht  perhaps  Imve  been  00  far  con- 
cealed or  covered  ovor,  that  one  might  have  l>een  deceivu]. 
Id  tlie  party  itself  and  ont  of  it,  as  to  its  real  condition. 
But  rt  tt'«-  days  liefure,  the  Know  Nothings  in  Virginia 
had  siilfered  a  dtciHive  defeat.     Henry  A.  Witicwhu,  from 


)"Aclir«<;t  rmuh  or  tb«  ftei-rni  obltKallnDs  of  tbe  Order,  majr  b« 
round  Id  ihv  blwxly  lamulis  oT  LouUvill*.  and  II10  vxroniira  or  ili« 
Know  Nmhlngs  In  oiber  larg«  oiUei.  To  snob  ui  extent  hux  imblic 
Endi^Alimi  breo  pxcllcd  ogaloM  lh«  profnno  nod  fitmilini  irwirl  In 
eim-Jiidlcinl  anlU*.  tuul  (be  invailablo  aintt'*]  \o  force  iiad  fritiid  nl 
tW  hnltol  Ih>xi>»,  Ihfll  in  pnrttnn*  of  thn  l.'nian  Ib«  OMlt  bu  d»llbcr- 
atHj  tliiM^iirdfd  alike  llM  »e<^rcy  and  fu  o1iI1;;M1ods  TItis  Una  brrn 
Ibe  rue  in  AUtMtna,  Gtvirgia.  t>»uii;Uoa  und  Soiiiii  Carolina"  J-  W. 
Forney,  tddreM  on  lellfiluus  laitdcrauce  and  political  proscription. 
dpllTMiHl  al  LniKSHtM.  Pa..  24tli  Sppt.  1(*W.  |«,  23.  I-  M  Keiini-llof 
MlMRurl,  liltnaeir  a  Know  Noddnjt,  aajrs  uf  tlie  party  in  biesiaiitr 
"  All  aerrcc^  U  iliere  dtscardf  d,  and  religioua  te«la  tgnivffiL"  Ounkry, 
Th*  Polilical  Tvxt  tfc-ok,  p.  IW. 
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the  hefrinning,  liad  fonght  the  new  heresy  with  ficm 
pHBHionaleneBa,  had  been  on  the  24th  tif  May,  after  a  bard 
electoral  campaign,  elected  govornor,  bjr  a  majority  of 
10,180  votes.*  This  pnt  ati  end  to  the  hope  of  vii^tory  io 
the  nest  prc-iidenlial  campaign;  for  the  utmost  ellV-risof 
the  party  had  hocn  put  forth,  bocanse  it  recognixod  cor 
rectly,  that  an  tinfortimate  iuuc  of  th«  election,  iu  Vir- 
ginin,  would  destroy  forever  the  prospecta  of  the  party  in 
the  aouth,  which  had  beoQ  slight  from  the  start.  Batnot 
even  the  boldeet  newspaper  writer  wonid  have  dow  vtn- 
tared  to  repeat  the  claim  that  the  partj  could  triumph 
even  witliout  the  soatlu  On  the  one  hand,  tliercfore,  eon- 
aidemtiuns  rcepectitig  the  pruflidential  election,  itnpoeed 
no  kind  of  reserve  on  the  members  of  the  National  Coun- 
cil 80  far  as  tlie  expresaton  and  defence  of  their  opinions 
were  concerned,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  blow  the 
|Mirty  hnd  jtist  received  compelledit  to  take  a  positioo  on 
the  rlavery  qnestion,  since  the  latter  hnd  undoiibtiKlly  veiy 
materially  itiduenoed  the  result  of  the  election,  in  Vir- 
ginia.' A  new  and  pou'erful  iHustrntion  of  the  irrcpresai- 
bleneas  of  the  conflict,  between  the  north  and  the  aonth,  wai 
tlins  added  to  those  which  had  been  already  given.  The 
official  repreeeiituti\-es  of  the  party  by  which  the  Hluvory 
qnestion  had  been  ignored  on  principle,  and  which  had 
owed  its  origin,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  wish  to  foroe  the 
slavery  question  oni  of  national  politics,  by  turning  the 
passions  of  the  people  on  other  qnestions,  was  not  able  to 
bring  forwani  Hnything  of  importance  nn  tlieir  own  pro- 
gramme, bnt  (niarreled  bilterlv  and  with  iiicrwifling  vio- 
lence/  for  several  days,  over  the  slavery  c[uc«tion.  Men 
had  tried  io  convince  themselves  and  the  people  that  the 

'  H«mW«ion.  X  Hlflocy  of  tlia  PDlltlcfcl  0«iD[Mlgn  In  Vlr^nls. 
'The  tUchmoail  BiMmirm'  bid  aiked.  on  ih«  ITlk  oC  April:     "b 
lb«  tonlh  to  lick  Um  bswl  tluu  miMi  iMrr* 
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question  could  be  silenced,  provided  they  talked 
loadly  and  zeitlouttlj  enough  of  otlicr  thinp^e.  Now  cnme 
tlie  re{>rc»cntntives  of  tlie  soath  and  doctared:  Ton  see 
thnt  Fiienoe  will  no  longer  do,  for,  in  the  Bonth,  nil  we  nay 
i>  vnin,  so  long  hs  wc  do  not  explain  oiirsulve«i  on  this 
qnMtion.  Bnt  the  very  cxi>r«**ioii  of  tlieae  oininoi:s 
words,  ib  tlie  nfttioiml  rcpreeentntion  of  the  pnrty,  wns  the 
disruption  of  tJie  purtv,  for  it  had  not  come  into  HciTi;e 
with  the  imprnctici^lile  progranmie  of  Deatralitv  on  tlie 
'  elarerj  qnestion,  but  its  e.\idtence  had  become  pos&ible, 
liecaose  it  absohitfly  ignored  thnt  question.  Kow,  in  tlio 
national  representation  of  the  party.  It  was  state*!  tlint  the 
ftlarery  qnestion  vra» still  a  living  and  powerfully  oprmting 
fact  in  national  politico,  and  that  as  tlie  party  wii^htid  to 
lie  A  national  nnf*  in  the  m<rst  eminent  xenRO  of  the  word, 
it  had  Ui  tuke  a  position  in  fioint^  WHy,  ni><riitive  or  positive, 

I)On  the  question;  tliHt  ir  it  had  either  to  reject  the  demand 
«»t*  the  floiithem  reprusnntntives,  on  the  ground  ihiit  the 
party  as  such  vinn  netilml  «n  that  qnciition,  or  it  had  to 
tnuke  aonne  eonfc«9ion  of  its  [>olitical  faith,  in  r^epeet  to 
it.  But  an  expreeft  declaration  of  neutrality  would  not 
jliuve  wii'ted  even  the  centre  of  the  northern  constirvntivcB, 
LUil  that  the  two  wings  wonld  never  agree  to  such  a 
leclnralion  was  eo  undoubted  that  the  idea  doca  not  seem 
Co  have  huen  ev»;n  considered  of  havini;  recourse  to  the 
Sxpedient.  the  straw  at  which  the  drowning  Whigs  had 
>nce  grasped.  All  the  repn^sentativeti  of  the  tumth  and  a 
part  of  those  of  the  north  had  the  fllavfry  question 
'Jncotnparnbljmore  ntheart  than  Know-Nolhingisin,  They 
^'ere  aueli  tirtn  and  ardent  partisane  on  that  quui^tion 
thnt  they  might,  'at  most,  purstie  other  party  ends, 
•  Ide  hy  side  with  it,  but  would  never  be  able,  ne  pnrtieane 
»f  such  other  progrnm?ne,  to  proclaim  as  a  principle,  uett' 
-i*nli^  uQ  the  elavery  qnestion  which,  tbcy  looked  upon  ae 
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an  ftbsnrditjr  aad  vhich  nae  an  abominntion  to  tliem. 
Hence  the  very  ceULblishmcnt  of  a  creed  on  the  ftlnver}' 
qiieetion  was  tlie  dieniption  of  the  party;  bnt  tlie  tuonent 
tJioy  took  nj)  that  r)ueEtion,  tlie  only  (jne^tioo  was  wliicli 
of  the  two  wiugft  should  receive  a  cliiillenge. 

But  even  this  was  practically  no  longer  a  qoestton,  for 
it  «ra«  undoubted  that  the  northern  con9ervntiTe9,*if  Ihey 
had  to  choose,  irould  range  them»plveft  on  the  side  of  the 
eoQth.  The  only  quesMon  nov  renlly  wm  what  form 
ehonid  be  giren  to  the  compact  of  the  rump  of  thr  Know- 
Jfothing  party  with  tlie  slavoemcy. 

The  mnjority  of  the  committee  who  had  to  dmw  up  the 
platform  were  fully  consciouB,  bow  important  it  was  lo  hit 
it  right,  here.  The  12lh  eectton  wag  a  master- piece,  in 
its  way.  >*eQtmlity  was  announced  as  the  principle  of 
the  Know  Kotliings,  btit  not  iieutralitj  as  the  sinking 
Whigs  intendel — to  ngr&e  to  di»tj;rce — but  as  a  position 
above  partice,  on  the  ideal  heights  of  passionless  patriotism. 
Even  Pilate  liad  stood  above  party,  hnt  after  he  had 
washed  his  liands  as  innocent*  be  caused  .Jesiia  to  be 
scourjteil.  and  handed  him  over  to  be  crucified.  Tlie  Know 
Jfotliinga  did  pitclaoly  the  same,  in  the  IStli  section. 
That  eectioQ*  stated  tirst,  that  the  American  party  could 
not  he  Beld  rcsp<jn8ible  for  the  offensive  acts  and  broken 
obligntioiif  of  the  Whigs  and  Democrats,  since  it  had  been 
buiU  upon  the  ruino,  and  spite  of  the  op[K*sition,  of  the 
latter  party.  Tlicn,  from  the  fact  that  the  old  parties,  by 
the  flyst**matic  agitation  of  the  slaveri-  question,  had  made 
sectional  t'nmity  a  positive  element  ul  pniiiicsl  j^wer,  the 
inference  was  drawn,  that  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Know 
Nothings  to  interpi>se  to  restore  peaci*  To  the  conntrv,  and 
to  iusure  tlie  continued  existence  uf  the  Union.      But  M 

■  S«e  its  woriiag,  Ooogr.  G»ob^  1m  B«s,  Ulb  Congr..  Anraad. 
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eicperience  bud  shown,  that  the  entirely  opposite  vievte,  uf 
tli«  contestants  ooiild  not  he  rcroncilcf),  ami  Biiiue  it  cottl-l 
not  be  dUhonorHble  to  Kiihinit  to  tlic  luws,  the  Natlomil 
Council  u'Hsconviiirod  that  equal  jtistice  to  all  nnd  tasttii^ 
pence,  would  lie  best  insarud,  it*  the  existing  lawg  were 
rucogiiizetl  ofi  a  fliml  eettlenient  of  the  qiieMion  and  were 
mail itai tied.  AHhutigh  f&ith  had  been  broketi,  bad  Iau> 
passed,  and  a  reeono illation  of  views  become  impogBsible. 
tbe  Know  Nothinf^  not  resiioii^ible  for  the  ya^t  would  du 
jiiettco  to  nil  and  establigji  lasting  pence,  iineonditionttlly 
ratifying  ttiat  guilty  past  bj  gunmntceing  to  one  party  all 
that  it  had  hitherto  per  fas  and  per  nt'fas  obtain(:d. 
Logic  haa  ol'tc-n  been  obliged  to  net  tbe  hangman,  but  a 
BofCcr  ro{>e  it  had  never  twisted  from  non«en£«,  sophieinn 
and  coiitnidictions. 

But  tbi&  did  not  satisfy  the  gentlemen  of  the  eoath;  they 
made  etill  further  claims  both  on  logic  and  on  their  friends 
in  tbe  north.  TIic  rejeotioii  of  rcspoticihility  for  the  jia^l 
h&d  a  meaning,  only  provided  it  were  likewise  denied  that 
the  party  was  tinder  obligntiun.  to  take  any  position  what- 
ever, in  respect  to  it.  The  NHtional  Couneil  bud  dcclin«l 
to  do  tbiR,  since  it  nr^ed  in  favor  in  the  utatus  quo,  siiy- 
ing  that  it  coiitd  not  (»>  diiiliononiMe  to  snbinil  to  the 
Ia«^;  and  it  saw  in  tlte  recognition  of  tbe  existing  Ihwa, 
fjmplj  Wcauw  they  were  tlie  existing  laws,  the  only  pos- 
sible solution  of  the  problem,  becanee  the  conflict  of  viewe 
WAS  one  which  could  not  tio  composed.  Hnt  this  was 
iuimrdliitvly  followed  by  the  declaration  that  itconsidereil 
it  itft  higtioi>t  duty  to  express  it«  opinion  in  cleur  nnd 
nnambiKuous  wonls  on  the  <piestiun.  The  tirst  sentencv 
of  the  second  pamgraidi  of  the  ISlh  section  was,  tliut%for«, 
iroad  striilifc  dmwn  ihmngh  the  whole  of  ihe  first  para- 
iph.  The  NutioiiHl  Cotmcil  look  up  the  slavery  question 
in  as  positire  a  oianner  as  it  bad  ever  been  taken  up  by 
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the  Whigs  or  DcinocrnU.  into  tlic  prog-ramine  of  tlie  Knuw 
NotliingB.  C'oiigreae  was  lU-nied  tbo  jjower  to  rpfiiw  « 
Mlate  aijinissiun  Into  tlie  Union  because  It*  constitntion 
jiertnittwi  or  pmbiViited  elnvery;  the  qiieticion  of  Isw  wt  to 
the  ptnver  of  eongresa  in  ivspect  to  eluverj",  in  llie  ic-rri- 
toriee,  WM  "expivs^ly"  loft  iiiidecideil.  tint  it  tnu  deolsred 
lliat  it  »bould  n1>stnin  from  all  nciion  in  tlint  rugnnl,  whiU 
it  WHS  not  said  who  liad  to  decide  the  f]«»'Pti<iii  mid  when 
it  n'fts  to  be  decided;  ntid  tinnlly,  congre.iA  -khb  pnihibited 
meddling  vitb  »]uvvry  in  the  Dit»trict  of  Colnmliti.  be«ftiiM 
sucli  meddling  was  upposed  to  the  spirit  nnd  intention  </>{ 
the  treiity  with  Maryland  on  tlic  ce^f^ion  of  the  District, 
and  would  be  a  braa^h  of  national  faith — the  platform  of 
the  moderate  Donglnp  Democrats  on  vbidi  nut »  >)top  could 
be  taken  without  dropping  into  a  liolc  or  a  trap-door. 

It  wtui  nelf-Gvidcnt  timt  this  order  to  miirch  inttj  the 
kUtcii' ratio  camp,  would  not  bo  olwved  without  op[ir>eition, 
by  nil  the  reppeaentativeB  of  the  imrib.  But  altlKnifili  the 
mujtirity  did  not  conceal  from  tiiuini>elves  tliat  lliis  fttep 
would  cot;t  them  many  followers,  they  hoped  to  be  richly 
compcn«Ated.  in  the  eontb,  for  what  they  lost  in  the  north, 
nnd  it  teetued  more  important  to  them  to  gnin  ground 
there  than  to  maintain  nil  tliev  bud  hilhort^  won  in  tbo 
nwth.  That  the  groat  majority  of  the  repreiientNtiTes  of 
the  tiorlhem  states  would  immediately  turn  them  out  of 
duorii,  mid  that  the  Xational  Council  would  cloec  itB  eessiyn 
ac  the  Btump  of  a  northern  tail  to  vhieli  hung  the  dead 
weight  of  the  mass  of  all  the  reprcsentatirce  of  Eimthem 
Know  Notbinj;  minorities,  thoy  certainly  bad  not  i*xpftct«l. 
Tli.  A.  ford  of  Ohio,  governor  Oardner  of  Mnssachniwtt*, 
^vernor  inetclier  of  Vermont,  Henry  Wilson  and  bthers 
told  them  in  tones  more  'letiant,  tirm  nnd  provoking  than 
had  ever  before  been  heard  iu  a  poHliciii  mnvi.niiun  ngalnal 
members  of  ooo's  own  party  and  especially  itgainat    tba 
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Tftvooracj',  tliat  this  would  be  the  eonecqueoceof  tlinir  be- 
i»iniiiiig,i  but  tliey  iHd  not  believe  it,  or  thought  that  they 
must  run  the  risk.  To  Boutlierticn,  the  holding  to  Eoow- 
NothingiBiti  n-icliont  enflicient  assurittiee  in  respect  tt>  tlu; 
slavery  question,  mc'nnt  absolute  political  i>Ai'aIye'i-'>.  and, 
ill  the  lij;ht  of  all  experience  hitherto,  they  could  not  but 
think  that,  at  mont.  a  ainall  minority  of  the  maddefit 
tiuiatics  would  rvaUy  venture  to  carry  out  their  thivoL 
Owing  to  the  circumstance  that  the  number  of  the  dele- 
gutea  did  not  correspond  with  tlie  electoral  vote  of  the 
states,  and  that  some  of  the  smaller  states  cast  a  very  di^- 
pruportiouate  rinmber  of  x'ntes,  tlie  soutit  wiis  iMe  with  the 
httlp  of  the  delegiiteB  of  the  District  of  Colunibiu  and  of 
the  territory  uf  Minnesota  whiclt  took  no  part  ut  alt  in  the 
prL'gidt'utia]  eleciiun.  t^i  carry  thy  a<inpti<in  of  llio  12lh 
i«ctio»,  by  a  email  majority.'  Tlien-Mipon  the  dclo^ales 
of  12  &tnto6  withdrew  and  iiuincdiately  ieeucd  an  "appeal 
to  Uie  people"  in  whieli  they  demanded  the  re&toration  of 
the  Uie^ouri  compromise  and  severed  political  connection 
with  alt  who  did  not  approve  this  demand;'  of  the  Know 
Nothing  programme  they  retained  only  two  denianda:  the 

>OiiinnAn!lb«ret>art«oftb«N.  T.  7yi'''T«n«(if  111))  IStliiottie  Ifltli  or 
Jun«,  1^5  See  *lsn  Wtlann'g  sptMh,  Mnson  Kml  Kugsell.  Life  oT 
Ucory  Wil>OD,  pp.  lliO.  ItO. 

*  Aocofdiug  !•>  llie  N.  Y.  2*iir>une  bf  &0  xirnioit  M:  bill  Bark vsdale 
of  Mitulialppi,  In  bU  upeoch  of  July  8^.  Iffjl.  gave  n  vtty  accantt 
Toiin^  tIM,  nnd  Bccordiog  to  It.  the  vote  sleod  6i  AgaJaet  &i.  Congr. 
Glrilu),  Im  Sns..  Mtb  Congr..  Ap|t.,  p.  1 1'H. 

*Thfl  "  »pp«al  "  IB  ()»tMl  .tune  14,  and  i>  sifrued  by  tlie  delegatM  of 
llV»rtls,  New  HHiii[Kibire,  V«rinniiU  ATuine,  Obio,  Iniltoni^  Micb- 
aols,  lowH.  BIiod«  Island.  Conopcitcui  snd  WiM-oDiln.  All 
MltgntcD  of  lhn>e  aUlva  bail  nillidrswti  vxvvpt  ono  from  llliouiii 
wbo  too,  bowever.  took  no  funliei'  pnrl  iu  ttic  dellberitiontf  of  itie 
Xalionnl  Oouocil.  Tin*  dol»h-«ti>ft  fniiu  Ffoiigylvanta  and  New  Jeney 
Ksre  iinlloft  liiat  ihcy  too  would  illow  a  aortti^ra  plnlfvrin  to  p>  forth, 
bai  wlsh<>d  to  aci  for  tlicuiM-lvt^  lloiun  only  Califoruia  and  New 
Tork  rcBofcinwl  entirely  Iroe  to  ibe  aomh. 
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Httomtion  of  the  Dftturalizntion  Iftws  and  tho  prcventiun 
of  tlio  importntion  of  patipors  and  criminn)^  To  s  oou-  ' 
ventioD  of  RcpnblicaDs,  in  seMion  at  iIk^  same  time.  In 
Clcvclnnd,  a  tolcj^mm  was  sent  from  tlieir  midst,  which 
8«id:  Tell  our  Jrieudd  in  Cleveland  that  we  go  witli  jon 
lieart  utid  sooL 

According  to  the  reporter  of  the  New  York  7>tit#fw, 
the  r<>pre6entative«  of  llie  soiitli  did  their  best  to  iK'nnadu 
tlie  fteceders  to  reconsider  their  resolution  and  to  take  part 
ID  the  proceeding  but  wera  cnrtly  dUmiased.  Be  thf* 
9f  it  may,  thrv  c«rtainly  believed  that  as  Know  Nothing*, 
they  li»d  no  n-Mon  to  congratulate  tliemi<«lv«&  on  ibe  ium 
of  the  Btrnggle.  The  aouthern  orguns  of  the  parly  ioiuie- 
diately  and  unsparingly  arraigned  the  conventiou,*  aod 
miinv  of  (Item  i^veii  dcL'krod  tbut  they  now  had  no  longer 
any  choice,  but  must  rtturti  to  the  ranks  of  the  Demoeratie 
party;  the  role  of  tho  Know  Kothinge  was  playod  ottl. 
The  only  task  the  party  now  had  was  to  die.  and  by  doinjf 
BO  to  tinisli  its  hietoricnl  mission  which  it  had.  in  tho 
main,  aln-ady  fnltilk-il,  spite  of  tho  shortncce  of  its  life 
Ita  triumphs  had,  by  ilie  dieeoliitioii  of  tho  old  partiD*,  in 
the  moet  etlicieat  tnnnner,  prfpnred  the  way  for  tbfl 
RepublicanB,  and  one-hiilf  of  it^  udlierente,  at  its  duwuMI, 
went  over  in  eolid  colurans  into  the  camp  of  tlio  new 
party  which  wao  furniing.' 

Oouuter- strokes  were   not  wanting.    The   Kew    York 


■  8e(>  »ome«iain[ilM  a(  Uielr  cutlgailons  to  tlio  N.  T.  Tn'bun*  ofJoly 
4. 18S5 

■Grimei  haiJ  wtitltMi  ua  tboSlhoT  April.  1853.  to C1u»m:  "ItMRmt 
til  taoihai  it  i8liiiieU)lliori>U];l))]roreaii)ie  tli«  It«>pablicnii  juuiy.  li» 
Know  NoiblDgS  liavvpraUy  w«l|  broken  down  thv  twooM  |iartin,aiMl 
n  DPw  (iiK-,  now  orguiised,  'wuulil  draw  Iflr^oly  rrmn  llir  rurvifii  «!•■ 
»«til  iliitl  goes  (u  tuitie  Dp  Ibmm  iMftiea,  while  11  will  draw  awHy  QM- 
kail  »r  Ihr  Know  Nnihlng^,  at  l»-.i "  KallAr,  U(v  of  J^ikb-  W.  Urlsin, 
p.  an.    Slmtluljr  in  a  letter  of  Uia  l2Ui  of  May,  IIl,  p,  7S, 
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Triune  complained  liitterly,  on  the  7tJi  of  Jiilj,  that  the 
hopes  which  all  tUo  iVieuds  uf  freedom  tiad  plftced  in  the 
iew«8ion  of  tho  53  northern  delegates,  of  the  I-lih  of  Jane, 
littd  not  heOQ  reulizcd.  In  Connecticut  nnd  Ma^:ichnsetts, 
the  p*rty  had,  indeed,  expressly  approved  this  step,  but 
neglected  10  follow  tho  exiinaple  given  by  it,  since  it  still 
eitpra-ordinated  ite  nativigt  Tellcitiee  to  the  etrnggle 
u^uitiit  the  ela%'ooracy. '  These  coiuplmnts  were  certainly 
viell  founded,  but  tiiere  woa  no  reaauu  \vliy  tlmy  oliuuld,  oa 
ijjut  Account  han;;  their  iieads.  The  victories  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  tiHtl  lilled  their  minds  toomach,  but  now  defent 
I'oUuwed  defeat,  and  each  succeeding  one  made  it  clearer 
to  them,  that,  as  Kno^r  Nothings,  they  had  no  political 
futnre.  E!er.lioM«  were  held  in  eight  states,  bnt  they  were 
victorious  only  in  Kentucky  and  Mnrylmid.  Tlie  fniit 
brought  forth  by  the  12th  KOctiun  of  the  Philadelphia  plat- 
form, by  no  means  eame  up  to  the  expectations  raised.  In 
tho  sent)],  nothing  hiid  been  won,  and  in  the  north,  the 
]Mirty  had  sulll-red  much  tnure  severely  by  tlie  breach  than 
it  had  snpftosed.  Jit  Massachusetts,  they  were  still  able 
to  elect  their  caudidate  for  governor,  but  their  ranks  had 
twon  thinned  by  tUv  fact  that  they  had  at  tirst  agreed  to 
^  with  tho  ICcpubliciins  and  thou  Gopariiteil  from  them, 
[only  because  the  candidnte  put  up  by  the  joint  convention 
ivroB  not  acceptable  to  thuiii.'  Moreover,  this  victory  was 
natcrially  facilitated  by  reason  of  there  being  fivu  parties 
ith  four  candidates  in  the  field,  and  they  cerlaiiity  U'uuld 
ot  have  achieved  it,  if  they  had  not  titken  ju^t  as  decided 
pasitiou  on  the  slavery  ^ueetiuii  as   the  licpubltcaiis 

■Ttterv  wiutc«Maiuty  niuch  (ruili  !ii  what  tbU  article  vniif:  "Tb* 
tUaroe  it  lliiDWt]  on  tlie  aveniun  uf  llio  Icadera  <>!'  thr  ohi  imrties  to 
[•ogii{(ft  In  B  oombloatloa  where  the  memtiera  of  tb«  new  part;  must 
|pUy«otafg«a^arl-" 

>  See  Uie  deuUs  In  Wilson,  Etim  and  Pall  of  die  3Ure  PuwAr.  U^ 
1 1)1).  416.  -U?. 
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had.*  Tliia  last  was  not  the  case  in  NcvYork.  Here 
the  *<Hiiitiiia"  who  touk  no  oQcinci?  at  tlie  12t}i  section  of 
the  Fbiladeljjhia  platform  triumphed,  bat  thay  went  vic- 
torious ou]y  hy  a  pluralitv  vote,  aud  would  liavo  prDlyitblr 
been  defeated  were  it  not  that  t!io  couserx-atlve  Whfgfe,  ibe 
AO-caltedi'SilvcrGrayg,"  had  Bii]tported  thuruuutof  Icaruf 
the  RcpiiblicaBs.' 

Even  where  the  Know  Nothings  were  still  rtctorione  in 
the  north,  they  achieved  llicir  »accesses  under  circu mstUKMs 
wbicJi  made  it  cluor  that  their  duv^  wore  auinbercd. 
Althoufjli  the  Reptiblitiins  did  nut  iinim?dijtt(:I_v  rriip  « 
much  advantage  from  the  disruption  of  the  purty,  in  Pbila- 
delpbia,  as  was  expected  immediately  after  it,  the  Kcvr 
York  Tribune  was  ri^ht  when  it  »aid  that  the  RL'publiciia 
laoveineut,  that  is  tlic  orgiuiizntion  anew  of  tbo  national 
iMrties.  on  the  baiti?  of  tlie  elRvery  question,  was  only 
apparently  arrested.  A  bridge  conUI  not  be  tlirowu  over 
the  chasm  uf  the  slavery  question  which  divided  the  two 
halves  of  the  party;  and  two  nativjst  |*arlic«i  siqyarated  fn>m 
one  another  by  the  slavery  qne^tion  and  yet  intimately 
connected  with  the  ntber  pnrtios,  ould  not,  in  the  long 
rnu,  subsiat  side  by  side.  The  possibility  o\'  playing  a 
national  role,  as  Knuw  Xothing^  hud  vuui»hvd.  If  they 
did  not  wiel)  to  give  up  innLing  their  weight  felt  in 
natiuiinl  political,  they  would  bnre  to  fljfht  under  the  flag 
of  a  party  whose  vital  principle  waa  a  qacAtion  of  national 
politico.  If  they  only  prortiSM-^l  the  »aiiie  prineiple^  but 
refused  to  support  the  same  men.  tliey  could,  in  the  most 
favorahte  case,  hold   the  control  uf  power,  only  in  the 

'ET«n  QweUj  toMffled  that  Iheir  ^lUtrora  wu  'at  litut  MUitl- 
Aviery  uthv  Kepiibll<;an  "    The  N.  Y.  TV/fiwtfc  Nov.  SI.  IftW. 

*Tfa'  libAfJil  VVtii^  nnil  ili»  Ri>)>tiljii<-.taK  h^lcl  r>wvoniiiiii*  trimalm- 
neO<>«ly,  iii  SyncuM,  aa  1b»  9«lli  miii  S7Ui,  H(ft)iin«i>-<1  \U-  ■>nitK>  C«il- 
(lidaii-*  nnil  tnlcd  the  aunc  rewilmloDi.  Sm  ttw  N.  T  i'rihtuu  of 
Kov.  i,  IMO. 
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lodlvldiinl  states  and  fn  tlifl»e  only  moiiifiitarily.  for  it  vas 
'plain  tiifll  the  iiuinl>er  of  llioso  would  Bteiiilily  grow  who 
woald  reliise  to  co-operate  in  &  policy  which  Icnowingly 
and  indHBtrionely  plncod  the  leseci'  above  the  greater.  The 
efforts  ol'  tlie  RepuUliefliis  coinplt'tely  to  win  over  to  them- 
mIvcs  the  Know  Nothings  friendly  to  freedom,  were,  there- 
ftbrc^  moit  effectually  BQpjwrted  by  tUoao  Know  Nothings 
who  h*d  gone  over  bug  mid  baggHge  to  the  Democmte. 
The  alM<ui-i>tioii  of  tlie  Know  Nutliiag^  friendly  tu  freedom 

I  by  the  Kcpublicane  was  buand  to  hiippeu  as  eoon  na  it 
became  fully  ap|iareiit  that  Kitow-N'olliiiigiam  hod  no 
future,  and  every  Democratic  victury  eoiiiriliutet]  to  tnalcc 
'that  manifest,  while  every  victory  of  tlie  Itepuhliean-natiV' 
jst  coalition,  a»  in  Ohio,  ■  tendeil  to  lull  the  ICnow  Xolhings 
•into  new  illusions.      If  the  Kepublicane  looked  lieyond  the 

A(xcin)infc  ta  Clia»e'i>  own  iiMiUiiiniy,  the  Rfidw  \(ithiii)ci  bad  « 
dwld^'l  majoiitj'  In  llii'  ri>Qi'<?nii<in  MhicL  auminnied  liini  for^ipruur. 
Wiwdcu.  I'rivttli;  LifcunJ  I'litilit  rtcrviccH  of  S.  P.  CIiumt.  This  was 
of  irajiorwnci?  (nr  ihc  iPiison  Ihsi  lie  wis  lilniwlf  do  Ivnnw  Xoihing 
vii]  c«rtiiinly  jmlf^'d  (lin  itlioatina  rightly  wbrn  on  ihn  IKlh  nt  <M<>t)«r, 
be  wrulc  to  I'ike;  -I  feci  very  sure  tbul  ua  olber  inui  couM  bavo 
CftTiiml  Ibo  iMUf  ni  M  uiiil«r  vtUtinjc  vircnmsiJUiCML"  If k»,  Pint 
Wows  or  lb**  tTlvil  War,  p- Ml),  lu  Jaly.  (IrlmM  htdsironRljdouWcd 
irhrtlirr  Ibr  ntiiHf  in  ibe  itrrnMi-riliiil  election  would  vod-  Rrpublirui. 
bat  now  Clince  wmle:  "  M;  majority  ts  ahniit  slxie^n  i)inu«and — 
MKMigli  Tor  oil  prncUcAl  purpM<«,  and  a  mtt  guttiivnt^o  tliot  hprotDer 
Oblo  will  W  fiiuiid  on  the  rl^lil  biJc  "  But  In  Bouilieiii  (llilo  and 
P4[u>i-inllv  lu  Ciw-luDBti.  tlii»  !)l'<'«i'llng  loward*  ihi<  unii-iluvt-r}'  luuve- 
meiil  Ml*  Hiiil  grou.  C'bMe  say*  la  a  Ivllei-»(  ibe  Uib  ol  Mui-cb,  IWt, 
laTiDWliri<lK':  "The  bnsUliij  to  ittK>litio»iim.  iiu(li>r  whlcli  nam* 
n«a  lnc<lu>l«<l  nil  «srn«ffl  snil^lavnry  luiton,  wns  at  this  llmo  lBi«i)*a 
iDviulborn  Ohi<N  luid  ouwbere  more  iutciue  tbnn  in  CinclntiBlI  Ai 
Um  ekclluo  nrtikh  liad  tte«n  held  for  governor,  (xily  tlirrni  in<itilli* 
boforc.  J  bad  received  In  lEaRiIltuo  County,  whirh  intlud^fi  ClDciimali, 
OdIjt  fwnj'  five  hundretl  nnd  aJaieea  vol ea  out  of  twenty -tbrfe  iLiotimind 
twu  lintiilmt  Hnd  i-i^litv.  TLn  rMl.  diviiEeil  lM>lwf-i<n  iho  I^emticiallc 
aiid  K>i"W  Nothing  ck  nit  id  a  lei!,  r<>|ir»*enlMl  bwtllity  to  my  iM>litical 
and  r»|>(X'tall>  uy  onti-alavcry  upiniunM  and   priacijilca."    Warden, 
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iiamcdiutc  present,  they  liad,  therefore,  every  reuaon  to  1m 
witisticd  witli  the  results  of  the  elections  of  1855,  because 
tho  Bcmuvrat^  had  voD  bock  &  large  part  of  the  gronod 
conquered  from  the  Know  Nothtiiga.  New  Jersey,  Peiin- 
sjlvauia,  Maine,  Indinna  and  Illinois  were  lost  to  thcro, 
nsd  io  New  York  the  "Softs"  maintained  snch  an  attitnde 
that  one  conld  not  hut  expui^t  to  see  them  noon  Hcccpt 
ftgain  the  orthodox  pnrty  creed  hb  to  the  slsver^'  rinwstion.' 
It  will  now  be  intelligihle,  why  Piei-ce,  at  the  meeting 
of  the  34  th  congroBB,  was  ahle  to  look  forward  to  the  pn^ 
ceedings  rehiting  to  the  ICiuiiiaA  qnestioti,  much  mor 
coDfidently  or,  Ht  least,  more  tranquilly  tliun  in  the  sprtDg.' 
The  Indcp^id^nt  showed  the  sittiation  in  a  false  light, 
when  it  now  rcjoioed  ae  loudly  as  eight  inuntha  before 
over  the  terrible  defeiit  of  tiie  admini&tratioti.'  The 
figui-es  wliicii  had  thun  been  adeulabcil  iipitn,  as  those  of  the 
relative  rote  in  iho  house  of  rcpi-esentativvs,  wvre,  in  the 
lii&in,   still    right,  but    they    bad    the  niuic  menning  no 

^Tlieir  nl&tc  cnnvcniioii  mel  al  byracu»e  Ti^ni  ibeSOtli  }<•  ifarSUi  of 
Augtut  TliB  Ji-  Y-  Tribune  of  Si;pl.  S.  lajTRof  il:  ■  Full  ilirf<(?.ri'UTtlia 
or  lu  in«mber»  Toted  for  Van  lturi>D  In  1818,  and  ^et  oil  uit«-nij-u  i< 
afflnn  the  priiictpl«»  of  tbnt  «ra  ^iEranlly  IkUod.  Tliit  rrafta  wiu  iLi 
oighiy  or  nioecy  of  (li«  memb^n  boM  otHc<»  under  ib«  nailoiiBl  admta- 
|ttratl<Hi,  uid  w«f«  ea^er  to  du  it*  bitkltng,  while  nbiidt  finy  in<tf«  or 
(be  delegales  nerc  aitber  dUtrlbutore  of  or  appik&ais  for  lu  bcuoijr. 
TbU  %Kfo  lliv  Hduii  II U  trill  ion  aliont  farty  mnjoriij-."  A  raMiIuiiim 
wbich  t;oiideinDH  thp  t«pf>.il  orHie  Mluntirl  coinpiomlM  vaa  )mI<I  ui 
the  l&tile  by  u  ninjuriiy  iir  37  rntUL  All  lb«  ilocided  ii;i|i»npnu  uf  Uia 
Kiin>B«-Nobrii3ku  bill  could  carry  Ihmagb  was  iho  tuloi'tlon  <it  a  tmci- 
lutioa  Dgaiovt  Ibc  r)«l«nc«  or  \\k  HUtouriaRB  in  Kouen*. 

•In  lU  luuo  of  Dewmber  0,  1*W.  It  mjj:  "Tlw  Unum  nf  n^ 
r^MDtatJTts  coBsiHi  of  '/31  mt*inbi>r<,  all  clio»oo  since  the  pantj^ 
lli«  Eaoaas-Nvbrwka  bill.  Or  ibi-ao  ooly  St  or  S<  |rer  emit.,  wc 
oleetad  U  IViPudit  of  Iha  ailmiii)«triilio«.all)iiiUf  h  It  l>  |>fv>)Mibl»  Hint  th« 
love  oTtUv^ry  and  the  tynU  will  wcure  the  adWelon  uf  Mm*  oitioM. 
In  tfae  Iblny-tliird  coaKten,  th«  m^Jorily  ia  favnr  uf  the  wlmluitili'niioa 
WK>>  ttS,  aow  liie  majwilj'  againit  it  ia  li,  mikiog  a  ti«t  Iom  of  100— 
MU  vxuaordi  n  urv  iidltlcal  overtltrow." 
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iger.  The  coinpositEon  of  the  liouse  did  not  correspond 
th  the  HCtaal  relative  etrcngth  uf  the  rliflVreiit  parlies 
aiiioug  the  people,  ami  benoe  the  mftjoritv  did  not  have 
llie  moral  weight  it  would  liiive  had,  eight  months  before. 
The  Democratic  piirty  whs  no  long.?r,  ha  Piko  h»d 
Iritiinphmitlj  written  aft«r  tlie  election  in  New  Humpahire, 
skeleton,*  but  it  had  east  ite  opponents  out  of  a  number 
'of  poaitions  which  could  not  be  wreated  from  it  except  by 
I  eomc  sort  of  enrpnee.  It  c«u!d,  with  a  certain  ainoont 
Bpf  reason,  appeal  from  the  judgmeQt  of  the  lioiise  to  tlie 
Hialc»t  rxpre^fiions  of  thtf  will  of  the  people,  while  the 
^K!qow  Xotliings  huti  ti>  bu  silent  on  tiiu  pnrM'iit  and  the 
^pnture  uiid  coutd  rely  for  Piipport  only  on  the  pitet.  And 
finally,  the  udmiiiistration  party  was  Btill,  ut  least  extern* 
ttUy,  a  eolid  masa,  white  the  majority  was  a  louMi  crowd, 

k partly  made  up  of  betcmgeneoua  elemeota,   which  held 
h>gether  uii  perhaps  not  a  single  question.     The  soutfaem 
'      iCuuw  Notliitigfl  were  now  much  nearer  to  tlie  orlUudox 
Democrats  tlian  tlio  majority  of  their  former  party  asaoci- 
at««  in  the  north.     Ltut  without  the  southern  Know  Notli- 
HfiDg«  and  their  nortiicrn  adherents,  the  majorilj  was  a  very 
^^Binall  one,  and  how  tirmly  that  nuijority  would  hold  to- 
other waa  Ycry  qucstioiiublc.     It  too  woa  couipueed  of  a 
it  many  elements  whiuli  had   found  common  ground 
[uuly  in  opposition  to  tlic  slavofniey,    and  ■whether  they 
ronld  he  willing,  witJiout  exception,  to  euhordinate  this 
jueatiun  to  all  others,  was  all  the  more  doubtful,  as  the 
inereaaing   confusion  in  the  opposition,    in  combination 
with  the    new  acquisition    of  power   of  the    l>einncnitic 
iwrly,  Iiad  ^reatly  dampeneil  their  enthnsin-oni  and  shnVea 

Ilioir  coulidenoe  of  victory. 
In  the  election  of  a  tpenkor,  it  oonld  not  but  become 


>  Pint  Blovs  of  tb«  Civil  War.  pv  -^  9*3- 
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Imniediiitcly  apparent,  wlicther  tlio  ndmiiii»tmtion  lud 
aoliii  majoriTy  a^ingt  it  or  not  On  the  first  ballot, 
votes  wcro  ttiut,  uiid  113  were,  Ihcrcforo,  uooceaary  for  un 
cloctittn.  But  cuty  71  liad  been  tntl  fur  tliv  ciindiilat 
wUo  Btooii  Ml  tlie  lieiid  of  the  list,  aud  tlmi  wut.  JtiflmnlMH 
of  UlirioiB,  who,  as  cliairman  of  the  territonaJ  cummittee, 
Imd  led  (he  Deiiiocriits.  in  tlie  Btnigi;le  over  tlie  Kjiiini&- 
l^ebraaku  bill.  Kext  cnme  Lewis  D.  CampbeU,  with  5J 
votes.  CsmpWn  \va«  tlie  letider  of  the  Aiiti-SUverv 
Know  Nothingii  of  Ohio,  to  wltom  Chiuw  asrnlKMl  a  ni*- 
terliil  part  in  hh  victor^',  in  tlie  election  tor  goveniur. 
UitiDpUrt^y  SrHr^linll  of  Kciuutrky  liud,  tw  head  of  tho 
Somlicrii  Know  Notliiiigs,  rewived  30  votea.  The  fotirtli 
on  the  list,  witli  21  votQn,  m-ds  Niithnniel  P.  Hanlie  of 
M««6acbii««tt6,  once  a  Democrat,  then  a  Know  Kuthintri 
but  wliu  iu  the  last  election  for  gorcrnor  in  MitsfiuchuKittA, 
bod  voted  not  for  the  candidate  of  the  nativist^,  but  for 
tlial  tif  the  l-'iisioiiiftU,  that  is  of  the  Wejtiibliainft.  lU'iiry 
M.  Fuller  of  I'eiinbvlvaiiia,  the  leader  of  tlie  conDerrntin- 
Enow  Xotlnit^s.  in  the  free  stales,  receii'ed  17  votes,  and 
the-  reiiiaiiiii)^  DO  votes  were  divided  amon^;  It!  cnndidiiti-«. 
AVlien,  uu  the  morning  of  the  third  daj,  the  tenth  balli>r 
had  been  taken,  there  was  still  no  change  in  the  relative 
vote  to  suggest  that  the  end  was  near:  RicliMrilson  wa« 
still  lit  tb<!  liund  uf  the  lint,  11)S  voles  were  divid<>d  amoii); 
the  Hve  c-andtdiitee  named,  and  there  weiv22  vulcs  stnttttir- 
iuf:;.  Kvery  one  even  now  felt  whtit  Maruhall  had  given 
expression  to  on  the  15tb  of  £>eeeiDber,  that  the  countrv 
must  see  its  own  picture  in  its  ropreseutution  here.' 

Not  until  the  ISth  l>allot  was  liiclmrdeon  forced  into 
the  second  ]ilace,  or  did  an  oppositiun  ciuididnte,  OunpbcU, 
Icftd  the  list.     On  the  17Ui  ballot,   the   two  gentlemen 


>  Ooogr.  Olobe,  IH  Sess..  Mlb  CoDgr.,  p.  86. 
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II  cliftngcd  piiKC»;  and  Campbell  who  had  never  re- 
vod  over  81  vntct;,  liod,  (^n  tlic  3Ut  ballot,  only  46.  Ue 
onct-  more  iinitot)  70  votes  on- himself,  but  ivlter  that,  on 
the  7lh  of  Dec€itii»L'r.  gave  riolicc  of  his  witlijniwnl  from 
lliv  lUt  of  c»ii(]idut«»,  1)ik:»um!  it  vfA»  eviiteiit  he  coiiM  be 
elocuxl  only  if  lio  denied  hi*  principles  in  regard  to  elar- 
erj'  or  M  a  Know  Nothing,  or  if  he  iinidc  i)ronii9ep  respecl- 
iiif;  the  cotnjMi^ition  of  the  cominittce^,  1>v  vhich  be 
Would  carriHee  his  own  Kolf-respect  and  expose  himfH^lf  to 
public  eonti'inpt' 

Thiu  lust  reitinrk  inirncdiiitely  nttraeted  great  Kllontion, 
but,  at  the  momont,  it  W(t«  not  known  liuw  to  inu-rprct  it. 
A  letter  of  OiddinfT^  »cen)c<)  to  ntt'onl  the  dceirrd  ex^'lftna- 
tion.  In  n  party  meeting,  he  haO  moved  a  K-wlution* 
which  dcclurcd  tiiat  no  candidate  pli<ruld  bcvot^^l  for  unleaa 
Ue  had  pledged  hiiuaelf  to  upgioint  on  the  standing  corn- 
alUtm  ■  majority  of  friendti  of  freedom  who  intended  to 
i*[>f>rt  on  all  petitions  referred  to  them.  The  nieetJng^.  in 
which,  however,  neither  Danka  nor  Campbell  was  pruaent, 
liad  Hgrend  to  tbis  motion  without  opposition.  Catechiaed 
by  I'lfU'lier  of  Virginia,  on  this  rewdnlion,  Glddinga  de> 
clared  that  tlie  object  of  it  was  to  find  a  common  ground 
lor  tlio  friends  of  freedom  who  had  previon&ty  belonged 
to  hJ)  poMiiblo  pnrtieit.  He  fnrther  einpbntieally  oonlinned 
the  aii«nrHnuH»  of  Cani]>l>ell  and  l-Eiinks  that  they  had 
entered  into  no  such  agreement.  »nd  no  one  hod  evoQ 
claimed  they  had  done  >o.  He  repelled  the  osi^rtion  made 
by  Fletcher  and  others  that  thta  n&dumiice  could  not  be 
rtconciled  with  the  resolntiona  adopted,  eince  the  piirt  of 
tlie  two  Candidates  of  the  fViend?  of  freedom  admitted 
no  doabt  that  they  stood  on  the  ground  of  the  reeolntiona. 
Tliai  neither  he  nor  Campbell  nor  Banks  was  guilty  of  an 

•  lb-,  Ik  11. 

« S**  il*  wording.  lU..  p.  45.  * 
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nntrutli,  tlipre  it  no  doul>t,  but  it  is  juet  u  ciMiain  tlial 
the  «Uleiiit-nt  iimde  by  Giddings  could  cot  lie  luohed 
upon  as  entirely'  fatiefiictury,  bik)  Oiat  tbev  leA  Catiipbuir« 
enrjiriaing  atternnces  of  the  Tlhof  Decern Iwr,  niiexpliiined. 
Tliis  much,  howcvt-r.  iiinj  be  inferred  from  the  episodt, 
that  the  friends  of  freedom  to  Mine  extent  looked 
upon  one  another  with  distm^t,  if  formal  intrigne  vho^^- 
ririt  victim  CampWll  wn».  vrtt  not  going  on  ainixig  them. 
In  favor  of  this  last  assamption  was  the  fact  that,  luwording 
In  anothor  letter  of  Giddiog?,  the  rote  for  Campbell  had 
been  hTOOght  to  «iich  a  figure  io  order  to  make  hU  vrith- 
drawml  easier  to  him;  the  left  vini;  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  had  tvever  wished  serioiuly  to  «Dpp<<rt  bis  candi- 
dacy, bat  couAidered  it  politic,  ereo  aiUr  hii  retimneot 
from  the  oontci^t,  to  leave  a  reil  tcmp>>nuily  o«~er  their 
ganiCf  aud  hcuoi*  ga\'e  onSera  that  the  rotts  flhoald  t« 
united  OB  its  oandiilate.  Bvik».  odIt  gradsally. 

It  sermed  far  a  time  aa  if  tbis  oaetioos  coone  voo) 
oanr  htm  to  the  vUhcd  for  goaL  On  the  38th  bHllofc, 
the  lOth  of  December^  Banks  noeired  lOS  votes,  but  be- 
jond  that  fi^t«  be  could  not  get,  aliiwD^h  there  were 
flrill  •e\*cral  decided  frieoda  of  freedom  whu  had  oot  voted 
for  him.  One — Dunn  of  IndiuMt — who  had  Kpeainllr 
gntn  him  hi«  role,  MX  avsj  *nd  declared  absolatelr  be 
»tt»t  iMJvt  Aat  tb«  party  qiadidate  cbooU  be  fbnnaJlr 
aostnaicd  by  a  ovcm..  Am  atsMM  tlw  eatin  inrtr  had 
■Mwdly  united  their  Totea  ob  BuIu,  tlni  desMi^d  had  no 
rwioaaMe  to««niog;,*  but,  oa  tLi*  tery  aettwnt,  it  *m 
tb*  heal  prgof  lh»l  A»  alup  vfcidi  had  aaOed  eo  pulj  at 


>  Jl  awew  WJ  Waa  Mk  wi  if  < 
UmU  ifcttt-  paawm— afc  »eeW  trite  e««M  itf 
wm»*t^  af  »  v»w»i.  T^k>  too  Avwui  tl 
««r»  tMjmm  r^ttr,  ^M  van  of  tb«  mma 
mm  faiaK  Am  i>*  h  ii  f laiafcg  tl  ifct  itnf 


iLiaiiii  iidacUwJ 
e*  IT  ttep  Mkiwd  (to 
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ir»t  liad  ran  upon  a  rocfe  from  which  no  effort  could  ro- 
Mnove  it 

Similu*  McJis,  howfivcr,  stood  in  the  way  of  their  oppo- 
^■ftents.  It  van  utill  innm  riitiiciilt  to  reconcile  tliem,  al- 
^Rlhuitgh  thoy,  throughout,  mircRervetlly  and  empliaucally 
Bdeclarfd  tbnt  tbej,  like  tbe  friendfi  of  free<!om.  looked  on 
'     the  position  of  the  ciiiididitte  on  llip  slavery  question  as 

tthc  iii-«t  and  oontrolling  element  deciBivo  of  their  vote. 
Mnrtliatl  and  his  frleude  exhorted  the  Deinocrnts  not  to 
leave  the  victory  to  the  enemy,  out  of  oinpty  pnrty  pride, 
hnt  to  be  prtcticat  in  politics  and  support  a  candidate  who 

fnftbrded  every  agsurance,  so  far  as  the   shivery  qnestion 
[was  concerned,  for  the  roB?on  that  they  must  have  become 
wnvincod   the  clettion   of  n  Democrat  wae  iinposaiblc. 
Tbe  Deinocnits  replied  by  calling  on  the  gentlemen  to 
follow  their  OWD  wi^  tcAchiiig.  since  it  wa&  altogether  too 
ingeouotis  a  claim  that  thv  grcut  majority  (>hontd  carry 
the  train  uf  the  small  iniiinrity.     The  south  and  tliR  whole 
Doantry  wr>uld  hold  the  Know  Nolhiiigs  responsible,  if  the 
"abolitionists"  came  into  pou'er,  for  so  long  as  Cam]>l>ell 
bad  been  their  chief  cat:didate,  and  aiterwards,  so  long  m 
M  BanTts  bad  not  R'coived  over  100  votes,  a  spealter  failbful 
Hto  tho  coneti  tilt  Ion  might  have  been  chosen,  if  the  Know 
KlNotbing«  had'uiiitod  with  tbo   Democratn.     Wallter   of 
Alnbniii.i  (jnwtione<l  iMb;  the  goiiij;  tojrctlierof  llie  Denio- 
«nil*  and  Know  >'otliin^  would  litivc  a^  a  consequence 
■thft  imm(»liatc  uniBcotion  of  the  Frcc-Soiicrs;  it  wns  owing 
Hlo  th«  altitude  of  the  Know  Nothing^  that  the  dccitsioii 
Hwasat  least  po6tp«>iu-d.  Morvuvcr,  ther'-'soliitionsaduptedby 
|tl«>  T>cmoonittc  iiominiiting  caneiis  made  it  impossible  for 
the  Know  Nothings  to  vote  for  liichiirdson  or  luiy  Demo- 
CTBt  who  had  participated  in  the  re^^olutions  of  that  caucus: 
the  reiolalions  branded  the  Know  Nothings  as  enemies  of 
[■eivjl  and  religious  liberty  and  they  conid  not  be  asked  to 
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kiss  the  hano  thnt  eniute  tliem.  ^  Besides  ZolHcofTer  of 
Tennessee,  called  attontioii  to  tlie  f»ct,  that  even  the  New 
York  Tribune  hub  grunted  that  the  Democrats  intE*ht,  at 
iiiiy  moment,  Imve  elected  Fuller.*  and  that  this  alli-gatioi 
lind  Iwen  confiniied  hy  the  Washington  Uni»n,  with  tl: 
remark,  that  Oredey  hod  been  able  unhesitatingly  to  mi 
that  admiaaion,  since  he  well  knew  thnt  the  Dcmocruti 
woald,  under  uo  circnmetAnce,  drop  their  party  ouidldatc.*'  ■ 
Walker  wae,  tberel'ure.  riglit  wheu  he  wid  that  tidi-litjr 
principle  which  it  was  alleged  was  to  be  found  only  amotif^ 
the  Democrats,  whs  really  only  party  arrogance  and  party 
cxcliisiveness.  Wlien  Walker  had  proposed  a  eunfcrence 
in  which  all  who  were  in  favor  of  the  existing  lawa  in  re- 
Ifttion  to  slavery,  chonld  come  to  an  nndentnndtiig  on  a 
«Afe,  sonnd  and  conservntive  organization  or  the  house, 
Jones  of  Pennsylvania  hanijhtlly  rejected  the  proposition 
with  the  declaration  that  the  Democrats  woald  norer  go 
into  any  caucus  t>iit  a  Democratic  one, 

If  thcec  jiistiticftiions,  complaints   and  i-eprcsentntioDi 

>  See  ttae  vonis  o(  the  tesoluilno,  Ormgr.  0)ob*>.  lit  Beu.,  Ulb 
CbngT.,  p.  09.  Jonva  ul'  PMOt^'lrnnU  who  liad  nitiVMl  Hi"  lewilniioa 
infldc  B  fruillcM  allempl  to  pacify  Itia  fvtuilieru  >*)itiv[nU  by  mjHds 
ilini  Ihe  party  »]Kikfii  uf  wunoitb*  "Ainrtican  puny"  liiil  the  "Know 
McMkfnit  [ttirly*  whirh,  in  my  «otmuy— and  I  pt«snm*  it  I*  the  uro« 
ol*«wb«r« — in««u»  Fruc-Soilifiu  cocmillnl,  in  cud t rail i»Unntan  oT 
Fie^SoiliuLu  i>t uglily  ntid  |uib11cly  y>rvt»me<.\."     lb.  p.  39. 

*The  mmihcrn  Knovt  Noihingn  had  given  up  ManthaD's  eaodUsc; 
and  roled  for  Puller. 

*  In  lb*  article  ot  lite  WuliingUin  Uni»H  nftrnA  lo,  wo  r«ad1 
"  Wli«n  3lr  Gre«l)>y  il«c!nr«d  i>u  Friday  ibuU  '  if  titu  Democrat!  umI 
tbcMUtheni  Knnv  Noiliincs  ch(Mw«  lo  elect  Fuller  lu-morrow,  ili«y 
•van,'  htt  spoke  tlic  truth :  but  be  tta  ao  rUk  In  Iha  auteiiK'nti  b« 
koew  that  RiclinrtliDD  tru  -iho  Democratic  caudiJalc,'  and  be  kat-r, 
too.  thai  ai  itio  h>>);liioiDg  or  a  gnui  pn>*id4>iiiiHl  caovaaa  ibe  Dra» 
crsis  iinOi'roOtod  ilip  imporiince  nf  orgaslxLtti'in  ton  w«>U  to  ■btiodii 
llicir  Doinlneeon  any  ttrmf.  Tliia  fbct  will  i>oi  Ito  fiirirntifn  fay  Iht 
lioitplu;  li  wan  trae  Dihi  Hie  Democrats  could  Imtu  elnli^d  Fuller,  bul 
tacli  H  r«ault  wai  neter  c«Di«mptai<si  by  auy  une  of  ihom." 
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[which,  from  timt?  to  time,  Btirret!  up  the  animal  spiriU  of 

meinbore  wearied  by  the   Ji-eary   monotony  of  their 

truitl»e  bftllotiog,  hnd  any  result,  it  was  only  that  they 

became  mutoaUy  mure  embittered.     On  the  26tb  of  Dc- 

I ember,  Jonce  and  ilarshall  Heclarod  that  their  n;sf>ectivi) 
orliofi,  diK-liiiing  iJl  rcspdisibility  for  the  conei-iiin-'ucoe, 
would  continue  to  go  their  own  way  and  wonld  never 
Jii'C  to  n  coalition  on  tlii!  conditlotts  pro]iosin]  by  tht; 
atlivr  jKirty.  Bui  an  intcr[>ellalion  compelled  Marshall  to 
Id  a  sigiiiBcKJit  liiiiitiition  to  this  dbcJamtioii.  Colfax 
ik«d  him  whether  a  letter  recently  published  in  the 
julsville  ./»vurH«i.  over  liia  name,  had  been  written  by 
II  itim,  ID  which  it  wao  euid  lie  would  not  vote  for  a  Demo- 
Hbrat,  unless  the  election  of  a  Republican  eonld  be  prevented 
Hoiily  by  bis  so  doing,  Mursliall  frankly  acknowledged 
Ktbat  the  part  id  question  of  the  letter  which  had  beon 
vrittcn  by  him,  ehoiild  not  have  been  printed,  and  then 
(plained  it  to  the  etlet^t  that  be  would,  as  a  lafit  sail  allcm> 
t,  iigree  to  eiipport  a  Democrat,  if  the  ImiiRO,  by  a 
Dtltititin  that  tbo  speaker  shontd  bu  chostm  by  a  phinility 
[vote,  led  him  a  choice  only  between  a  Democrat  and  a 
Llitrpiiblicim,' 

Tliie  cunfe«aion  euuld  not  but  encourage  the  Democrats 
iui  persererB  in  the  etniggle,  for  they  did  not  have  to  fear 
'thai  all  the  frieuds  of  frewlom  would  finally  unite  on 
,Baiikg.  Dnnn  worked  bimeelf  more  and  more  into  a  vici> 
l«)tly  dolianl  opposition  tind  the  others  who  resisted  were 
■»  little  influenced  by  Shcrman'B  eolcmn  Wftrnin;;  that  the 
^■iwunlry  wonld  domnnd  an  accoant  of  the  time  n-wlessly 
jHwaslcd,  ae  wen:  the  Know  Kothinj^  by  the  conjurations 
which  tliey  excliatif^  with  one  another.  And  the  apoa- 
^^lat«a  who  up  to  tbcir  elevtion  had  loudly  denoitnued  the 
^Kanett^Nchratika  bill  and  who  now  either  went  with  the 


I  Cotip.  ()H>b^,  lit  St^t-,  iMtli  Ooagr^  p.  87. 
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sontbern  Know  Xutiiin^  or  %'uled  for  Riclmrdsou,  were 
Btill  luss  uiuved  tu  return  bj*  ropi'oiu.'h  anii  nbuM. 

Under  tliese  circa riistftnccfl,  it  seemeil  to  tnau}-  to  be  tlif 
sheerest  n-astc  of  time  tn  continue  the  l>nJlotingnny  longer 
Htid  nil  kinds  of  propi>>)ition»  were  iimde  lo  reftch  an  orgiin 
uattoD  of  the  lionae  in  mtoq  more  or  less  nnusnii)  xritv. 
Lotctier  and  ^McMullin  of  VirginiademHoded  that  oil  mem- 
bers aliuLild  Inr  down  their  commi&aions' in  onier  lliut,  b\ 
new  eluctiiiii^,  a  lionse  might  be  obtained  mIiicIi  raaWy 
repre&entcd  the  views  of  tlie  people.  Tlib  proposition 
ooold  be  scarcely  eerionslj  meant,  for  as  the  majority-  iiiiisi 
lu»ve  ex|>pcte<],  by  new  elections,  to  be  transforoicd  iulo  a 
nainoritj-.  it  was  gelt-cvidont  that  they  would  nnder  no 
circnni stances  adojit  such  a  prtipDitition.  It  hnd  all  tltr 
leB«  reaMm  to  ciitcrtnin  such  a:i  idea,  as  the  combined  rote 
of  the  TliimiivnitK  and  Know  Nothings  no  li)iigi>r  cuutli- 
tnted  thi>  majority,  after  Fuller,  ou  tlie  19th  of  December, 
had  d<'<'hin!tl  that,  aUlum;;]!  he  had  nut  approved  the  Ktfl- 
«aA-^el>r»Hka  bill,  he  win  oppi^ied  to  alt  n^itntion,  that  ii, 
to  all  distiirbaace  of  the  etattis  qxto,  and  Wonld,  without 
rvgnrd  for  the  slavery  question,  vote  for  the  admission  of 
Kaii^Df)  into  the  Union,  if  it  songlit  to  be  adntitlt^d.  ^  Bot 
tliere  woru  many  things  which  mi^ht  be  triwi  brlorc  the 
tieoeseitjr  of  reeorting  to  ench  a  bcruic  remedy  was  granted. 

It  wiw  fi«t  resolved  (Dt'ceinhcr  20)  that  no  motion  to 
adjonrn  shuuid  be  in  ordt-r,  until  a  spcnktT  wait  chn«en. 
lint,  before  a  new  haltut  was  takeii,  a  recesit  was  granted 
which,  as  Sicpbcns  rightly  said,  was  a  re]>eal  of  the  first 
resolution.  The  ^'eiitlenieu  who  had  fto  hravtily  given 
notice  tltnt  they  would  "sit  oat''  the  atfnir  had  only  made 
Uiem6«lvc»  ridicnluus,  and,  on  the  following  day,  the  great 
resolution  was  formally  repealed. 


Coogr.  Qloba,  ut  Seas ,  84ib  Coegt..  p.  54. 
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Ttiie  tragico-voinic  ioterlnde  web  followed  b;r  &  new  and 
QOtvvoitliy  attempt  to  hanicfia  the  Democrats  and  Know 
Nothiug*  together.  Spite  of  the  ddclarotiona  rniide  l»y 
Jones  and  Miu-isball,  on  tlio  2Ctli  of  December,  Scvranl  of 
Georgib  bvliuTcd  lie  would  bo  ablu  to  reavb  tbe  emd,  and 
quiet  UiK  irriUibility  of  ]>iirty  pridu  by  foniiiillj  tHvMting 
llie  caiididiito  of  bis  cliuructi^r  aa  u  parly  re])ri!itenlative. 
On  tlie  28t)i  of  Deci-inber,  be  iuuvikI  Uiat  all  who  iield  to 
tJie  doctrint;  of  aoU'intcrveDtioDras  laid  down  in  Uto  Kan- 
&a8.Nebra«ka  bill,  eliould  unite  to  declare  liicbardfton 
(.■Itvtcd  gpeakcr.  Muri^htiU  ask^^d  to  be  iiifunncd  huw  the 
doctrino  of  Qon-intervcntioD,  according  to  ttic  Kftii«a«- 
Tiebraska  bill  vat,  to  be  nnder^turid.  and  tbe  debater  on 
tbe  salj.'ct  eniplintically  recalled  to  the  minds  of  Llia 
people  tbe  fact  that  tbo  interpretation  of  ibe  nortbeni  and 
eoutbern  partieatis  of  tbe  law  were  directly  opposed  to  one 
another.  Soward  admitted  this  vritlioat  reaerve,  but  did 
nut  see  the  elj^litei^t  dilhutilty  in  it,  aiiica  tlie'courtfi  wmild 
decide  wlucb  interpretation  was  the  right  one.'  Among 
all  civiliztxl  people  it  in  a  retognijsed  principle  that  when 
the  wonling  of  a  law  gives  occasion  for  doubt,  the  jndgc 
eball  endeavor  id  eome  other  way  to  asoertain  tbe  will  o( 
the  legisliitor.  Tbe  house  of  repre-entiitivcs  of  the  United 
Slate«  whieli  In  the  roust  eminent  degree  wished  to  lie  and 
sbonld  Iw  It  (Mfnstitntioual  state  was  nowobligt^  to  permit 
ititolf  to  be  utfered,  in  tbe  plainest  u-urdii,  tlie  alfrtiut  of  tli<> 
(IniiAnd,  that  it  tibould  by  craft  MH*ure  to  it^'lf  the  elertion 
of  a  bpeakcr,  by  nut  only  liringitig  again  ioto  application 
the  principle  actually  followed  in  the  KanMu-S'ebraskn 
bill,  but  by  formallj  proclaiming  that  the  legislator  might 
knowingly  and  indu^triuuelr  pa«e  laws  which  neither  gave 
D»r  wen-  iuttmded  to  give  expression  to  a  detiuito  legiala- 


> »  Onr  ItnalncM  U  to  nitke  latra. 
oocuunie  tlitrUL" 
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tire  will,  and  tlins  force  the  courts  to  decfdaoak  sccortHiig 
lo  ttio  InWB  but  to  gae^  nnfiolvHble  riddlw,  i3iat»  lo  cab- 
stitnte  their  pleaKiire  for  tlie  laws>  The  propo«tion  of 
conKC  mrt  Willi  tto  npppovni,  but  the  historjr  of  tlie  Kiui- 
>ii»-Nel>raKkH  bill  proved  tlint  no  rensons  bailed  on  |>oliliciil 
ethics  stood  in  the  way  of  its  «loption.  *  Yet  Sewnrd  wos 
altogether  too  iiigenuoua  or  credited  the  Kiiow  Notltitiga 
with  ftltogt'tlicr  too  much  ing«iinonflncw,  if  lie  WHeved  bo 
c»>nld  gain  tbeiu  over  by  investing  the  Democratic  cAn- 
didate  with  the  fig-]paf  of  a  fonnuta  which  in  it£ulf  would 
iiot  be  objected  to  by  them. 

The  ycur  came  to  a  close,  and  the  h<iniH!  wiis  not  odo 
atep  nearer  to  its  oi^nization  than  on  the  tiret  day  of  titu 
•easioR.  On  thu  Slftt  of  Dceemhor,  the  unnuul  loeaM^ 
of  the  president  rt^ached  it;  hut,  after  a  long  and  exritv^l 
debaU.-.  Lhe  reading  of  it  watt  refuse*),  becauiie  the  tncBtJij^e 
was  directed  to  congreas,  and  no  oongreea  existed,  bo  lon^ 
aa  a  houiie  had  not  been  urf^nixed.  The  principle  was 
correct,  biit  the  question  ehuuld  have  been  raised  whether, 
in  the  interest  of  the  »tate,  the  poseihility  should  not  be 
gitinrded  agaitut  by  u  law,  tliat,  id  times  id  which  purtjr 


'  Somt  romuks  whlcli  JMorBtiali  bad  pTcriDaalj' made  ob  tbU  qiia*- 
itoD,  aru  wonli  meaiionlng.  On  (he  ISib  ol  Dt^i-uihftr,  lie  «Hi<l  of  lb* 
rmuluiimiH  (irthff  DMOOCftlio  ckm-idi  :  "Thvir  rnuilult'tn  UHKJvnooe- 
crmiiliitiutia  lolheeotmtry  for  tbfiirlumpli  'of  ibc  )iriud|)leA  uf  the 
Kaiins.N«bniska  bill.'  and  lh«v  hold  it  to  b«  ihnir  tiijilip*!  ilnl;  'Ut 
runiinu^oar  «fforie  in  (h«  m«iniM)UiH!«>Mid<l«fi>nceoritios«prliH))plM 
and  the  roDHlilutioiml  riiclii*  of  every  MKriitrn,  and  crerj  cimii  ofsttl- 
i«ai.  agilnbl  lli<>ir(>p)H)n4>niN  of  urorj  (lescriptitm.'  etc-  Tlin  leiidlnMia 
of  tli«>e  K*aUeu»  10  tuke  ilmt  pwttlnn  «xblhlta  th«  dMtT«  for  a 
renewal  of  n  Kclloiial  conliuvcrAjr ;  and  I  cliar^e  itae  Tact  lo  bo,  that  It 
In  idkfln  wlUi  Uie  exp«ctKtluti  ot  w>l)dll^liig  llif>  |)ollilc*l  ftud  uuitprlal 
tnler««ta  orOD«  (Mtion  of  Uila  CoUBlrjr,  ud  turaying  mao  of  itll  pMrlla* 
In  iliataedion  ogoiost  lb«  otbftr  Kciloo.  and  Udonewhb  the  titw  of 
mMiiog  llieir natural  aulagnnlita— the  H«|)ublte«ii  |>ariy— in  i>r<tiT  thai 
Uteg  nia;  itel  upa  Mcli(«al  pre«idi-aiUl  ooatwi."  Cvagr.  Qlob*.  lA, 
Bom..  dIUi  Coosr.,  p.  -it. 
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alTjiini  wem  In  a  diptiubed  condition  and  pwRJon  run  higli, 

Iihu  UnioD  should  reinniii  veeks  and  months  witlioiit  a 
legialalire  power,  becanae  no  majuritj  in  cbe  hoiiM  of 
rejjrescnUtives  agreed  in  a  choice  for  speaker.  And  thie 
({iicstion  suggested  the  further  one,  whether  it  wae  to  tlie 
intvrcst  of  tlie  state  that  the  composition  of  all  Clie  etand- 
jng  oommittccB  of  the  house  should  any  longer  he  left  to 
(he  sovL-nign  plL-usnro  of  the  ii[ic»ker,  since  it  whs  owing 
^^solel;  to  liiB  [tower  to  appoint  ttnch  committees,  that  (he 
Bcboice  of  a  speaker  was  in  certain  reapects  of  greater 
Importance  ttwii  tlie  election  uf  a  president.  Btit  urgent 
as  it  mi^lit  be  to  niakf  (licso  questionft  the  politieal  orJcr 
of  the  dflv,  llio  old  iawB  aiid  rnles  were  etill  in  force,  and 
lence  the  boueo  liad  onlv  one  dnly  to  pcrtbrm,  to  put  its 
lsIionldcr«  to  tlie  Sy*v.p!iii"  atone  ngnin  nnd  »ee  Uow  it  could 
lanagc  to  roll  it  M  ln-st  t«.i  the  lop  of  the  monntain. 
On  tbo  9tb  of  Janaaiy,  1856,  another  cflort  wne  made. 
The  Demiicratic  caucus  had  rc«olred  to  vote  against 
'^adjunrniiicnL,  nntil  u  speaker  bud  Iteen  ohoscn,  and  the 
Wasliiiijtton  Ijuioa  bad  published  ihe  resolution  nrfie  ei 
torbL  The  friends  of  freedom  iiccfpled  ibis  challenge 
to  a  trial  of  i>trfnglh,  nnd  met  It  victoriously.  On  liie 
tioruing  of  January  10,  when  tl)e  finger  of  the  cloek 
[bc^ii  tn  mov»  past  the  figure  that  mnrked  Ihe  hour  of 
[eighu  the  DemorratJs  eoiiiiuenoed  to  giie  up  the  hope  of 
[■getting  n  tpenker  bv  sitting  it  ont,  and  v.ited  to  adjonrn. 
[Ttiu  annuls  of  uunffretis  hail  Iteen  enriclted  hj  tlie  hi»lor>' 
>f  a  dreary  and  seandnlons  niglit-ression — nnd  this  wiis 
ttbe  oidy  resnll  of  that  manoin^-reJ 

iRnffin,  tlio  Otmioorntic  m|>n-e8ntMi*s  from  Nuriti  Cnmllnn,  mM  ; 
'  I  was  veil  siittsfl«il  nrhnl  Itipss  nlgbt  smbIoos  would  bring  Bbont.  We 
kldiT«  i«9D,  wiUiin  Ui«  Iwt  lwe|T«  boar»,  tccoe*  ibal  tronid  ditgrae*  UiQ 
IvriMl-tmnyEf'a  lurnM  on  tbe  rniinl,  or  Oie  Inn'PHr  ilppllo^  slinp  oa  Eng- 
Mliib  Kill."  IK,  IV  197.  Tci  Know  Nocliinjft  tml ,  1li>mii(!rftls  fxclii. 
iiii>-lv  h»']  Bpokca.  and  s(wat  Iboaigbtia  criminatioa  and  disguttiDC 
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Two  daj8  later,  a  more  injjvuitma  means  was  tried.  On 
the  12th  of  January,  tlie  ihreo  prirn.'i]»il  cniididntw 
were,  In  accordance  with  a  rpeolucioQ  of  the  house,  sab- 
jeeted  to  a  formal  catechigation.  When  Giddings,  in  tlie 
debate  on  his  rcsolntion.  hnd  addressed  the  <|iie«tion  to 
Kichnvdeon  whether,  oonformiiblir  to  parliHmciitaT7  Uifl^ 
be  would  so  make  up  the  cominitteeB  that  tlty  wonld  not 
bury  the  petitions  relating  to  sUii-ery  referred  to  tbem 
umi'ii;;  the  reeorde.  but  n?|iort  on  them,  tlie  httter  refneed 
to  auBwer.  remarking  that  he  and  the  qneetiorier  were  not 
iu  the  same  eitiintinn,  since  he  whs  a  rBii'Iidnte.  The 
lau;;hter  with  which  this  reply  was  received  showed  that 
Richardson  not  only  wished,  like  Campbell  and  Itanks  to 
repel  the  idea  that  he  would  m»kr  improper  promiKc.bnt  to 
elaini  for  oandidnte«  the  right  to  leave  nnpleaMint  queatiiin* 
the  honest  aniiwering  nC  which  might  cnmpromtfte  thi>m  in 
the  eyes  of  a  portion  of  their  party  followers,  unanswered. 
But  perhapB  a  decision  might  now  )te  reached  by  compel- 
ling the  eandidntoA  to  make  a  confession  of  faith,  whether 
they  thereby  compromieed  themftelvea  or  demonttnted 
tliat  tlioy  were  not  marked  by  the  blemiehee  whieh  liad 
been  imputed  to  them.    The  frnitleaeaess  of  all  prerioue 


wl1li4-lnii».  RDinD«ldBdtnhlsrb»rKt«rixaiio(iortheoiKlii  **^\on.  ibr 
fMnarti:    "  My  t«Glion  oTMimlrf  tuu  niXliicigU)  oxppvt  Trum  llilacoo-; 
grawor  Iu  leffinUlioai  ftn<l  it  js  a  ntat(«r  or  p«if«ct  lndifTvreDc«  nit 
tui>  wheilirr  ll  eri-r   ts  nrgiuiicd.     The  fctw^nrnvni   can    ^et   Khni| 
wilbont  iL"  Tha  l>i>m(>craU  mii^fal  flod  •on*  Mnwluloo  Tor  thli  dofntl,* 
ip  |h«  fact,  tktt,  oa  lh«  Mnii>  daj,  a  cooT«oMoe  of  "  So(\a  "  of  Ne*r 
York.  M  Sjracnm.  *[x>kf  a  liiimbia  jMitr  pMofn',  lamenting  Ihal  Ui« 
vnCortanml*  a|{itaii<i>n  of  Hk'  iiavty  (fiioaiioii  li<ul  found  a  inMueoabl^ 
btwl  in  tlie  l^nnat Ion  uTihcUepuliUcau  luuljnnd  proclalmlnc Uaat i 
ptltK-lplM  of  tlii  KiuiMu-Nvlxaoka  bill  war*  thn  *tjuiclard  umli^r  wliLcb 
ihoy  wl«fa»d  U)  flgllt  and  win-    tf«0  lb*  rMoluilont  la  Ui«  N.  Y,  TWWm 
nf  Jaa.  IS,  IKM.    Thf  X   T.  Aailjr  .Vnrt,  ibo  I'rgoo  ofllM  -  tIanU."  to 
tbe8tau»or  New  York  liml  a  I«*i)m  on  Ibia  oooTefvloB.  (uidtr 
tiUai    "Tb*  Sons  MtlBg  dm  at  i^yincuM." 
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ndMTOM  was  oertaiiiiy  dedncible  iti  part  from  tlic 
,e»rncsfi  of  the  entire  eitiiation,  aiid  it  could  not  but 
itribiite  to  an  understanding   of  it,  if  the   candklates 

CTo  forced  to  break  their  eilence — provided  tbey  now 
Btated  their  vitrws  wltli  complete  frankoesa.  But  this  pro- 
viaini)  wan  not  fulfilled,  and  hence,  after  the  very  painful 
li«faring,  prcipli*  stood  exnctlj  where  the^  had  stood  before 
it.  It  ha^l  beoome  apparent  once  more  how  miistjr  and 
tiilnrated  with  inephitic  vapor*  the  political  nlmotphero  still 
was.  Not  only  had  minds  not  yet  become  by  any  means 
clear,  bnt,  on  both  sides,  people  believed  they  con  Id  best  servo 
(heir  canSc,  by  bargftining  with  their  own  convictions  and 
their  own  coa&oiencee,  or  at  least  they  did  not  allow  tliein- 
««lvee  to  be  forced  ont  of  the  deceptive  dusk.  Richardson 
avoided  Dxpn:Ksin<r  his  opinicn  as  to  whether  the  terri- 
torial Icgialtitunj  had  the  right  to  prohibit  slavery  in  Kan- 
B1L8,  and  Howell  Cobb  of  Gcurgiii  supported,  with  all  hiH 
■trenf^h,  his  not  nniikillful  efforts  to  importune  people  by 
c  and  Bonoronh  talk  on  this  decisive  (juestion.  Banica 
no  anawer  to  the  iiitermj^:U<>ry  whether,  and  to  what 
extent  he  was  still  a  Know  Xothing,  left  it  to  the  future 
to  decide  what  should  be  done  with  .ilnvpry  in  territories 
yet  to  be  organized,  did  not  clearly  express  him^i^lf  as  to 
what  he  thoitght  of  tho  restoration  of  the  MiTt^onri  com- 
promise, and  refuaed  to  sar  anything  ooncertiing  slavery 
,e  District  of  Oolnmbia.'     Finally,  Fuller  who  liad 


'  Banks  ww  rerr  Kcverely  r«proncbed  becaase.  Id  a  Bpeecb  wlilcli  bn 

^A«ltvpru(l  on  the  IJlli  of  Aujiiui.  l^in.  in  Portliini],   Miiini>.  hn  liiul 

Ideclued  tiimiQlf,  uatl^r  certain  coQ<Iliioaa.  ready  lo  let  tk»  Union  c'*! 

nnd  lo  ntcnatx  \o  tlils  i|iiealli»i,  too.  h«  ix)uiiJ  not  Iw  morwl  lu  doltae 

bit  poiiti«D  miiro  iirmciKolj'.    Th^  piirt  or  his  8pe«cl)  In  quaslieo  Is  as 

follows:     "AtlliuuKh  lan>  iinl  ood  of  tlml  cliiii.i  urmen  wliu  cry  (or  the 

perpHoition  i>r  llii<  Udjod,  ibuti^ti  I  aui  willing  In  a  cennln  alAie  of 

^tiTcum*>«nc«c  lo  let  U  aMde,  1  hMvc  no  feu  Tor  iU  |vi>r|)«tii4illi>n.    But 

1 1st  DM  uf,  Ifiliocbtcf  object  of  Uie  people  af  this  coootry  be  to  m»la* 
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been  elected  bb  an  opponeot  of  the  Kansas* NobrAslui  lull 
and  who  had,  duriug  the  lut  tix  wtteks,  repcitteJIj 
oxprvsi^  his  dieapprohacioQ  of  ttiat  law,  now  moved  oyer 
compIetL'ly  to  the  side  of  the  elarocraey.  and  went  even 
bej-uiid  flichardson.  Ho  hcgta  with  the  bold  a&aeKion 
that  tbo  Katiftaft-NcbraBka  tnU  promoted  neitlier  the 
croaliuD  of  (no  statM  nor  of  ilnve  states,  then  ruundljr 
denied  ooDgreee  all  legislative  power  in  respect  to  elavirrji 
and  la«il},  plHiu]}-  dwiared  that  the  power  of  the  terri- 
torial lej^ittlatura  on  this  qnestiun  too  was  limited  to  pro- 
tecting citizens  of  the  terntort-  in  the  viijovnicut  of  tli«ir 
property,  in  accordance  with  the  "organic  law."'  The 
catechihation  had,  therefore,  ted  to  th«  fturprislng  reault, 
that,  &u  far  as  the  territorial  i^nestion  was  concvmeJ  t_<er> 
uiu  aati-Nebraska  pecplv  were  »a  like  eoutliera  nidivaUs 
that  the;  might  have  be»n  miatAkeii  for  tbein. 

It  had  become  gradaalljpo^itivethat  not  one  of  tho  107 
who,  for  weeks,  bad  voted  fur  Banks,  conld  bo  alienated 
fWm  bim.  Hign«e  the  Deiaocratt  had  only  a  cbuice  uf 
thrve  posAiUilities:    to  leave  the  field  luid  accede  to  ma 

Uln  ukI  propagM*  cliaiw)  pfopinj  is  man,  ia  other  wnrdk,  bBauoi] 
a]KV*rr.  thlt  r«lao  caanot  auad.  tnA  eqckt  dm  lo  aUad.** 

< "  t  do  M«  R«wd  thf  ITiBMi  and  KrbrMsLa  hill  n  proBOtlT*  i 
llMltoraMUoaof  fH«  StaCM:   m4  I  will  (bnh«t  t^,  lir,  thai  I  da  mI 
UUtmr  \  at  II  U  prottntiv*  of  thv  romaiwo  of  aixn  lUtA    .    .    . 
Aad  1  lioM.  la  tte  ab»«iiG«  tit  vtpnm  snboritj^.  Uua  cQfi>wi  hia  ao 
Mwtil«MMMlrtfhltol«ftelMiapaalh*aa)4MtarEl«T«rr.  (Ap^M 
I  bold  that  Umi  McrUarka  vtm  iW  combm  pra(»nr  of  an  ihe  i 
fJih«U»apaapla«f  alliha— wfciT»aBaaiiuiinc  ;  d| 

u4  WMnr  Ihoar  laariurWa,  aa4  Ihey  ««  pmaacd  ii-  mikom\ 

hf  thaU)|oro«ircoMaaa<o«Mr7;  that  c««crev  h»  au  okmUi 
pawfc  vbbM  m  UctJaM  ilartrT  into,  or  axahida  H  noM,  ■  larrf 
X«llh*r  hM  Um  MTTtrorial  la|Watank  la  my  Ja«)<aMa^  aaj  right 
WfMa  •  apoa  thM  M(tK«.  vMaH  w  (kr  w  h  mbj  to  i  ifinn     id 
IMt  Iha  eMaaaa  flC  th«  tHtttaf^,  la  th*  •^)0JaM)^  af  their  pn\ 

u«  thalla  pWMaMsa  of  hi  aifMfe  U«.  w  MaMbhvfl  V  ooacniMlaad^ 
WfMMioa."     Oaatr.  Oloha^  tM  dta^  94tb  Cuosr^  ^  flK 
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"T>y  A  plurality  vote,  or  Ut  persevere  in  llieir  pre- 
vious i-oiiriif  *iid  prevout  the  organization  of  llie  Imuse,  op 
tto  tn&ke  new  efiurte  to  come  to  an  undBrstandinj;  uith  tlic 
[Ktiow  Notliinge.     Tiioy  etill  repoilod  every  idea  of  yield- 
;ing;  to  take  tlic  second  road  open  to  them,  tbcj  did  n<it 
,  diiro,  because  the  principle  that  lainoritics  ehoald  stand 
[buck  for  mAJoritics  wa«  so  docply  rooted,  io  the  conscloas- 
)  of  the  people,  at  Iviiet  in  tlic  free  states,  that  the  wholu 
K)iieil>ility  would  Iw  caet  upon  thuin  and    Lliu  Know 
i^Totliiuj^  if  tlie  country-  Lad  to  be  guvxTtied  dnriufr  this 
k'glalnlivc  periiid,  without  a  congreae.'      They,  therefore, 
luwttred  tJieir  tone  agsinst  Ihtt  Know  NuttuiijfA  and  tuo!: 
the  first  step  towai-d^  thuui  by  saying  that  they  were  ready 
[  to  make  concessions  so  far  as  the  question  of  persons  was 
ooneeniod.  On  tlieSSn!  of  January,  nitrlinrdson  aunounced 
that  he  would   irrevoenlily  witlidraw  his  name,  neit  dny, 
from  the  list  of  candidntcs.     Kust  of  Arknniin».  moved  to 
samtnon  all  candidate-f  to  withdraw,  that  there  mi^ht  be  a 
free  field  to  Iw'gin  the  work  anew.     This  motion,  however, 
was  hitd  va  tliu  table  next  day,  alter  Kuller  too  had  with- 
drawn Lie  name.     The  Dumocrata  now  voted  for  Orr,  bat 
on  the  second  ballot  nlmo^t  hII  the  Know  Kotliings  ugain 
unitui  ibeir  voles  on  FuUlt.     IlenfC  the  advaiiL-es  tnado 
ifj  the  Demoorats  wholly  failed  uf  their  object.     OlingmAn 
I  now  rentpre<l,  witliotit  the  authorization  of  hts  party  and 

1  On  no  other  iwcmIoh  did  it  iipp«u  so  clMrly  thai,  und^r  oprt  In 

Hrcuiii.'<liini.'<>«,  Tciy  svri'iuH  <:on*<cqu?ncr!i  iniK'il  riMiilt  (rmp  Iho  fact 

liuLl,  la  llir  Valtnl  Siat«^  Ihn  dissolution  orconere»  and  the  nnlerlDg 

|ef  naw  «l«citana  ore  not  |K*)ibl«.    But  as,  nioce  Jnckiton')!  ilaj*,  tii* 

:  power  oT  cooprai  ha»  Btrodily  ttrown  at  Uie  cotit  of  tbs  pmldeat.  It  la 

In  a  to  bft  »x|>»ci<-d  Uiai  aticli  nuthniity  will  avcir  bo  i^nuii-d  to  tlia 

Uuer     Tlia  gram  would  Btspiwae  a  rHdt(^al  revidutlon  In  )li«  lil«u  of 

lh«  AoKTicun  iti-o|)|e  a»  to  ih<^  nutcrc  of  4  true  rei>tiblic,  Kiid  it  muA  be 

odinittwl  tlini  nti  iiccaiiion  Tor  such  a  re*olDUoD  baa  bttberlo  beeo 

£tnn  l>y  His  aba^nce  of  (bat  pow«r. 


218         KAKfiA»-KBBSA8IEA   BILL  TO   BCCUAKAK'S   BLBOTIOK. 


to  Its  gr^t  dUplf-fitiire,  to  move,  on  tbe  SOtli  of  Jflnunr^ 
An  elwtion  by  a  phirulitji'.     Tlic  motion  to  Iny  the  rc&oln- 
liOD  on  the  tabic  w&s  ri^jcated.  btit  tlic  resolution  [te(;If  wm 
voted  Hown  by  n  fiiihI!  iiiaj*>ritr. 

Clingmnn  siibwtjiiently  stfttcd  lli«t  it  had  never  occnrrcd 
to  him  to  wish  to  strike  tho  Democmtic  flng;  rather  hod 
he  been  convinced  that,  by  the  adoption  of  hie  motion,  the 
Know  Notli in jr?  would  have  bevn  forced  to  vote  for  tlic 
Democratic  i-niididates.  The  Inttcr  thereii|)OQ  dec:Urc<l 
that  the  aesuiiiptjon  was  an  entirely  erraneouB  one,  aa  they 
were  resolved  not  to  nilow  themselves  to  be  forced.  Con- 
aidering  the  previous  confession  made  by  Hardball,  this 
might,  indeed,  be  doubted,  but  it  mi'ij^ht  also  seem  (]nea- 
tiorable  whether  ClingmRn  had  really  believed  that  he  wa« 
fully  snre  itf  hh  cJiuoe.  Tlis  motion,  certainly,  had  broken 
the  ice.  The  nffiiir  could  no  longer  be  carried  on  aa  it 
had  been.  For  almost  two  months,  the  membera  of  the 
house  sat  togiMher  to  no  pnrpoisp,  and  a  mes3nf»c  of  the 
president  on  Kansas,  received  on  the  24th,  the  reading  of 
which  was  carried,  after  a  long  and  stormy  debat«,  con- 
tained the  most  empliatlo  adnioiution  that  vital  interests 
of  the  coimtry  imperatively  deiiiando<l  that  congress  ehoiild 
finally  be  allowed  to  hfgin  its  legislative  lalwra,  A  anf- 
ficient  numlwr  of  Detnocrata  wae  found  who  were  ready 
to  bring  nlmiit  the  decision,  biking  the  chances  of  the 
Know  Nothings  being  true  tn  their  last  declai-ations  or 
voting  in  Hccurdance  with  MiirsIiHll's  confession. 

On  the  2nd  of  Februnry,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Democratic 
representative  from  Tennessee,  niox-ed  t)iHt  if  three  fnrther 
baUota  should  produce  uo  result,  the  mt-inlior  of  the  house 
wlio,  on  tlie  next  succeedinpr  ballot  received  the  largest 
number  of  votes,  ehouid  bo  declared  speaker  of  the  honse, 
Two  months  later,  Sniitli  frankly  said  that  bis  aim,  in  the 
first   place,  had  U-cu   to  effect   the   orgaausatiou  of  the 
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now  he  aBsigrn'r]  as  a  reason  for  Iiis  mntirm  tho 
Tat  tlic  ihxy  lierure  n  ballot  hud  been  taken  wbicli 
liforded  nliope  ittHt  that  motion  n-oiild  lend  lo  the  election 
iofa  man  with  aonnd  natioriHl  principlex.'      He  had  refer- 
ence to  Aiken  of  South  Carolina.     Howell  Cobb  had  made 
H  motion  todei'lHre  Alien  ibe  elio!sen  »[>oa1(«rof  the  house, 
/and  na  be  was  a  Dcinucrat  bnt  did  not  belong  to  tho 
nilininistration  party  nrttper,  most  of  the  Know  Nothing* 
fhad  voted  for  it.     8mitli,  tln-rofore,  had  reneon  to  expect 
I  that  if  tlic  Know  >'othtnj»6  were  placed  lieforc  the  nttema- 
IIJTO  described  bj  Mnrsiifill,  tiicy  would  vote  ai  he  wanted, 
ib  cue  the  DctnoLTuts  now  inudu  Aiki-n  llicir  cniKlidate. 
He  wa«  made  their  candidate.     Orr  withdraw  hie  uame* 
in  tiiTor  of  Aiben,  tlic  moment  Smith's  motion,  for  which 
of  course  the  friends  of  Bunks  voted    solidly,  liml  been 
adopted.     The  Deiiio<;rats,  on  the  other  hand,  were  by  no 
means  eonvinccd  of  the  correL-lneas  of  Siuith'^  cnlcnlalion. 
'  They  made  desjierate  attenipta  to  recall  the  resolntion  just 
|iMSsed,  but   did    not    ^ucceetl.     Their  fears   proved    well 
nbanded.     Hie    I3!£n(l    b^dlol,    the    ia^t    on    which,    at^er 
'Smith's  raotion,  an  absolute  majority  was  nccc^tnry  to  aa 
eleelion,  was    fniitlc«».     A  motion  of  Rust's  to  adjourn 
was  voted  down  by  a  larjre  majority.     People  had  ecorcely 
patience  to  listen  to  Fuller  who  had  received  l-S  votes  on 
the  last  ballot,  repeal,  in    few  but    emphatic  words,  the 
dfclnnilion  he  had  already  tmjuently  made,  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  considered  a  candidate  any  longer.     The 
I  taking-  of  the  133rd  liallot  was  followed  in  breathless  ana- 
pcDMr.     The  resnlt  was:   Banks  103.  Aiken  100.  Fuller  fJ, 
Catnpbell    4,  Wells  1.     Banks  owed  his  eleclnon  to  the 
fKi;t  that  three  northern  Know  Nothings'  who  had  voted 


•  CnngT.  Oloba,  IM  »«m..  34tli  Oongr.  App..  p.  3&3. 

*  Cwtgt.  01«>b<-.  Ul  !j«»*  ,  ;WUi  Congr.,  p.  3S.5. 

ifinw    of  PeoasylTUDia,  B.  Oarke  sod  Wbline;  of  New  Yoik. 
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(iQ  the  1st  of  February  for  tlic  Cobb  resulntion,  Iiud  now 
giren  their  vote«  sgMiti  to  Fnller,  and  prcKuniitbljr  not  al- 
though tht;j  knew,  hat  bernnse  tbe^  knew,  whnt  cooae- 
qiienoes  their  step  would  have.  If  they  hiul  not  fallen 
awftj  frum  Aiken,  no  elecLion  wuuM  have  taken  place  on 
thiB  Imllut,  even  under  the  pltimlity  rDsolutioti,  becanw 
the  diKMttifllJed  friends  of  freedom  cuald  nut  liave  bwii 
]uo\'ed  to  vote  for  Bmik'^  by  tlie  coneide ration  that  the  re- 
jection of  their  votes  might  lead  to  the  ele<>tioii  of  » 
Democrat. 

This  iinporalleled  electoral  conteet  had  laotcd  two  whole 
iimnthe,  but  much  as,  had  bc«n  «aid  about  Uie  waete  of 
timei  thu  re]iroach  was  nuvor  eeriouely  intended.  £reo 
the  politically  »intplu  had  felt,  during  all  thc^e  long  weeks, 
tliat  the  lut£  were  being  fthaken  in  the  Ik>x  of  fate;  and 
tlie  eyc»  of  the  whole  jieuple  were  excitedly  fixed  npon  it 
Tbey  were  now  caat;  but  there  they  lay,  an  oracle 
iit'hich  needed  to  be  interjirvfled,  and  which  even  the  wiiest 
were  not  able  to  interpi-et  with  undoubted  certainty.  One 
thing  only  (wuld  no  longer  be  ignon>d,  that  people  were 
on  the  eve  of  a  new  era  in  national  liielury.  The  naturs 
of  the  representativo  Btnle  eiippotwft  party  govemmeni,  in 
aecortiiince  with  the  prinpiplr.  that  the  maj<)ritv  rulc# 
wttliin  tlie  limits  prescribed  by  tlie  eonstitnticti  and  th« 
tawf.  Tlie  course  of  this  electoral  battle  h^d  shown  that 
there  wa^  no  longer  any  tuajority,  but  that  tlie  people 
were  divided  into  a  number  of  niiDorities  the  connectioe 
cement  between  which  had  either  already  heoumc  lo  \mu 


Tb»  •UienipntB  idmI*  \>y  Sinlih  on  tkli  mtiifMt  on  tti«  4th  of  April 
(Cungr.  GliiW.  1»;  Pcm.  «lifa  CDagr..  App.p.  ftW)  «r*re  aliofvtIicY 
wrooji-  foUft  i)u«'  votetl  Cnr  Alkvo.  UittwonI  bad  vut«>I  agmtoH 
OUb'*  rttcolmion,  ■□<)  VkIIc  illd  noi  voto  U  *U  On  lh«  lut  ballnt  S«>e 
ibv  Mm  DfToir'*  tin  CcbbV  molotloa  wliich  was  rejected  bj- 1  lU  a(tfati 
ICa  TOMB.    OoogT  Gtotw,  IN  Saia..  Mt    Coop.,  p.  8«L 
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tie  or  liad  never  liad  any  «lreiigtli,  tbat,  iinlees  for  llie 
pref«u)-c>  of  the  ojipositig  parliea,  it  would  have  eniiivlv 
cnimliled  away.  Foopie  were  mjiidly  approaeliinjf  the 
cillininuting  point  of  »  general  proc«!iE  of  dlosoliition  nnd 
fortnttion,  in  pArtj  life,  Tbo  «unrso  and  issue  of  lliu 
struggle  liad  decided  that  out  only  could  tlic  fonnation 
anew  uf  piirtics  on  the  slafcry  question  not  b*  prvvtntetl, 
i>ut  LliMt  it  txiuld  not  lie  po«tponfd;  hut  it  had  dccidc-d  thai 
aod  thai  vtxly.  Nothing  c«rtaiu  Rould  be  infotrcJ  from 
them  in  ansvrer  to  llio  two  (jnuitions:  whethtT  tht*  internal 
coDsoHdittion  uf  till-  now  anti-slaverv  partr  wbicli  w&k 
furmiug  would  alrenglbt^n  or  weaken  it  ninui-rically  and 
tu  what  extent  its  fornialiuu  would  influence  the  grou|is 
of  Uie  opiKieing  clemeiitg,  consolidating  or  di&int^c^ratirig 
them.  The  'WiiigK  bad  not  bceu  so  mnch  as  tnentionc-d 
in  the  great  otnigglo,  the  Know  Nothings  who  hniJ  stood 
in  the  fight  a»  euc-h  were  a  «mnll  minority  withont  a  future 
of  tho  nativiftt  party,  and  for  the  vogue  designation  of 
"  friends  of  freedom  ''  which  Giddinga  hud  inude  uw  of 
In  his  resolution,  thu  deKnitu  name  *' Rcpublicana"  was 
toon  Rnhstitntfl,  by  their  up[HjncntH  in  the  debate.  This 
mncli  woo,  therefore,  certain  that  Denu>criit«  und  Repub- 
lieans  wore  tht.-  pnrtiee  of  tlie  futtirv.  The  party  pro- 
gnunniea  of  the  Wbigx  and  Know  Kuthingtt  had  tie«'n  aa 
ifn'VfujaWy  depi^itud  aniuug  the  archives  a«  ibo  Ourumeiita 
relating  to  the  embargo  coniroveriiy  and  the  rii,'lit  of 
H-arc)].  If  tlioi^  two  parties  WL-re  f-lill  able  to  inaintaii'i 
tliemsuUes  a  littlu  longer  ou  tbo  political  »tai;f.  It  \&  not 
tM.-aOi^-  there  vm  i\\\\  a  epark  of  life  in  their  progrartnues, 
but  Eolcly  because  cvonts  had  not  progressed  eo  far  tlutt 
tbey  were  obliged  to  decide  whether  they  would  join  the 
DcmixTHtti  or  tliu  ItL-publicans;  but  «o  long  as  they  could 
p>iiitn*>ni*  tiiitt  dtvi&iun,  nuithur  DcniucriitB  n>rr  Ue|inl)liruu» 
were  juntitied  in  drawing  concluaious  ae  to  tlie  pn-Mimp- 
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tiTB  course  of  the  general  struggle,  from  tlieir  victory  In 
anj  one  deftnlte  question  or  in  aoj  one  definitu  plan*. 
Kow  tlie  coalition  or  ilie  Re)itibticans  and  of  the  nntiviau 
friendly  to  fn.>«dom  had  otinqiicrcd,  1>iit  while  tlivy  Ii&il 
exiwctcd  to  have  a  nativist  innjnrity  in  tlie  house  of  repre- 
scuteiivcs,  tlicy  had  held  the  field  only  in  a  plurality  elec- 
tion, einoc  all  the  Know  Notliing*  had  not  followwi  the 
Deinocrslis  and  thvir  success  depeiidtKl  OQ  that,  bccan^ 
all  their  uu'»  MMciatca  had  not  reiuaiacd  trne  to  their 
flag.  The  Deinoorala,  oo  the  uiher  hand,  had  for  two 
mouths,  bn-u  ahle  to  contest  the  victory  vitli  the  nnti 
•  F>lavery  coalition,  and  wonld  have  finally,  wiOi  a  littki 
more  effort,  carried  it.  altliongh  in  an  almost  uiipantltclnl 
defpRt,  they  had  nhrunk  frtun  an  orer«hclmiiig  tnajnritt 
to  altuut  a  third  of  tiit>  lioDse;  but  to  coiue  thua  near  to 
victory,  the  doinitiint  faction  had  to  agree  Co  dnip  lt« 
candidate  and.  on  acotttnt  of  the  Know-  Xuthia^  to  re- 
place him  by  an  ItidvpcndeDttoemberof  Uiepartj.  Bank&, 
therefore,  erred  a6  a  party  man,  but  acted  in  accordance 
with  parliaiiientarj  priiieip|«£,  when  he  gaw  the  frieadit 
of  frtH>lam  ill  tlu*  rominittec«  only  tba  mcaj^roet  ina* 
jority.>  It  i-ould  ha v^  only  injured  th«»t  and  the  gieat 
cauM  they  repn««nted,  IT  he  had  acted  othcrwbc.  Bat 
even  if  the  imm«liaie  fnaita  of  tbia  rictoiy  whidi  might 
cMJIy  he  followtrd  by  new  and  aerere  defeats,  wen:  Dvn». 
aarily  Tcry  m«agrv,  the  friends  of  fraodon  in  the  a-hole 
country  wvre  muratitcd  in  ntteriog  a  cry  of  jabtlatlon 
fnHU  tlMtr  tautoat  heart,  fiace,  lor  the  first  time,  neither 


<  Dp  bvwww  wMt  baj-Mttd  «k««D>iUtu>«bM>a  raqolrad  eg  Um 
«bM  a«  IikA  Ite  ctalraMs  of  w««nt  ^  th*  ■»«  lafOTtm  OMMBit- 
to<M  ttom  «auac  hh  wM  d#tftd>4  -f  i  -■  i  aii  aarf  iteead  QatMMB.  far 
(wMM».'llM>CttkMUtk«Mw''Mite  bMl  at  ife*  ccwniitM  iM  HiO. 
atj  adUn.  8w  *•  QiM^til—  tf  a*  '-*■  il^f.  «r  Feb.  f Ul 
WML 
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threats  nor  promiBea  had  broken  their  ranks  and  the  day 
belonged  to  them.' 

'  The  WaahlDgtOQ  correapODdaDt  of  the  Independent  writes :  "  It  is 
the  first  real  victnry  or  fVeedom  over  slavery  for  llie  past  quarter  of  a 
centnry  or  more.  But  it  ia  only  the  atorming  of  the  bastion  or  outer 
wall.  True,  Mr.  Banks  is  in  the  chair,  but  he  has  not  a  working  ma- 
jority sympathizing  with  bis  principles.  Neither  have  the  stave-ex- 
ten^ionists  upon  a  full  vote  of  the  house.  And  in  the  prsctical  issues 
which  are  yet  to  come,  it  will  still  need  the  cool  and  invincible  courage 
to  fully  checkmate  and  prevent  (be  action  of  a  pro-slavery  senate  and 
executive."  The  Independent,  Feb.  7,  1836.  In  a  leading  number  of 
the  same  article,  we  read:  "The  'Republicans,'  without  organiza- 
tioni,  without  leaders,  without  the  efilcicocy  of  party  drill,  united 
only  in  a  moral  unity  through  force  of  a  great  public  danger,  have 
vindicated  thejust  liberties  of  the  people  agalnat  the  scheming  of 
poliUciaoB  and  the  stubborn  rule  of  party." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

POSITIVE  AND  NEGATIVE  PROGRAMMES. 

The  nieeeage  of  the  president  began  with  a  coiigratala- 
tion  on  the  (jiiiet  progress  of  the  republic  in  the  way  of 
peace  and  prosperity.  Aa  it  appeared  from  other  places 
in  tlie  message  that  he  had  reference  not  only  to  the  inter- 
uHtional  but  also  to  the  domeBtic  ufiairs  of  the  Union,  the 
congratulation  mtiet  have  been  a  matter  of  siirpriee.  If 
peace  and  calm  were  the  signs  uf  the  time,  huw  did  it 
happen  that  the  house  of  representatives  had,  for  lunr 
weeks,  endeavored  in  vain  to  clioose  a  speaker?  In  the 
face  of  this  fnct,  to  claim  that  the  United  States,  unlike 
the  states  yf  Europe  and  Asia,  did  not  waste  its  strength 
in  donu'stic  strife  or  in  war  witii  foreign  powers,  seemed 
soinewliiit  bold.  Yet  one  could  have  been  surprised  at  it 
only  if  he  considered  the  optimism  which  liad  dictated 
tlie  coiignitulatioii  to  be  us  ingenuous  as  it  was  in  reality 
ussumcd.  AViiatever  logic  might  say,  Pierce  did  not  wish, 
by  this  JiutttM-ing  comparison  between  the  United  States 
and  tlie  rest  of  the  world  to  deny  tlie  fact  that  the  Union 
was  full  of  the  bitterest  strife,  but  he  acsigned  as  the 
cause  of  all  discontent,  the  iuiperfectious  inherent  in 
bumaii  nature  aTid  in  the  best  syslcins  of  government' 
If  this  did  not  mean  that  no  occasion  had  been  given  for 
well  grounded  cuuiphiints,  it  is  diflicult  to  say  what  it 
meant.     But  lie  did  not  wisli  to  go  so  far  as  this,  for  he 

'  Siatesman's  Man  ,  III.,  p.  2120. 
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flier  only  cUimed  tlml  the  ([UL'siiutie  whiuli  were  the 
ybjoct  of  politiaii  iigitatioB  owed  tljeir  origin,  in  great 
part,  to  exag£;eraUons  of  iiiovitable  orile,  to  ovor-iEcnl  In 

I  efforts  at  ivform  or  to  imaginary  evils  whueo  connection 
«itli  the  cunstitutionnl  functions  and  dutiee  of  the  federal 
government  wu  only  n  very  remote  one.  The  explanation 
restrictive  of  the  Hret  btatement  was  followed  by  the  a)te- 
^Cion  that  tlicee  qucetiotiB  were  to  be  noticed  by  the  fcd- 
fj-iil  executive  aud  to  be  laid  before  congress  only  to  the 
tixtent  that  the  stability  of  the  conMitutiuii  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union  seemed  menaced  by  tliera. 

Far  as  the  nnclearness  of  thought,  incorrect neas  of  ex- 
predion  and  want  of  logic,  in  the  points  of  the  jiresidential 
K  message  above  referred  to,  exceeded  what  the  mlLdeec 
jndgineiit  pnetwd  on  such  a  docainent  can  eitcu^e,  no  one 
iu  the  United  States  had  need  of  a  ounjiiit?ntiirv  to  tell 
hint  what  Pierce  intended  with  this  cunfasion  of  contra- 

tdictory  and  half-true  oo  mm  on  places.      The  short  meaning 
I     of  the  long  speech  was  that  only  stupidity  or  bnd  will 
contd  tiiid  any  reason  or  rather  pretext  for  disturbing  the 

Idoniostic  peace  of  the  couutiy,  on  account  of  slavery. 
,^n  the  i-eruaitider  of  the  mesaa^'e— which  occuptcs  8 
tinges  of  53  lines  each  in  the  Statesnian's  Maniinl^ia  de- 
%-oted  to  tlie  proof  of  thi&  aaaertion.  The  whole  history 
vf  the  slavery  question,  from  tlie  origin  of  the  Uniuii  to 
_^llie  nrenent  time  i»  recapitulated  to  show  that  tlie  smith 
^btod  never  lieen  guilty  of  any  aggression  but  had  always 
^Bw«n  exposed  to  nnjnst  and  unconfititntionnl  attacks.  >  Tho 
^Bft  of  misrepresenting  history  by  the  suppression  and  dis- 
I     1ortiorr»f  facts,  and  by  bold  BH^ertion  vrna  hen  practiced 

fMvitli  a  thamelessneeti  which  outdid  everytliing  that  even  a 
Tan  Bnren  or  a  Folk  had  dared  to  offer  the  people  in  this 
reaped. 

I       '  lb.,  m.,  p.  ai 
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The  bafiis  of  the  entire  iirgumont  wBa  the  old,  Incorrput 
I'tiudHnieataL  priiioiple  of  iha  adrocates  of  sUIt*it  ri;>lit», 
that,  with  the  Declaration  of  Indopetidenee,  each  oulony 
had  bven  uli»ngc>d  into  an  abBolutel}-  indvperidonE  Btaio,' 
and  this  prii)ci|ile  was  eupjili'ineiiCed  hv  the  declaratioD 
that  thu  war  of  indepeiiilvnce  had  led  to  the  Ibrmatlon  of 
"«  reptiblic  of  the  free  wliite  men  of  ihe  coloniw" — words 
which  are  to  bo  found  in  no  doctimont  of  the  time  and  to 
which  are  opposed  tlie  fact  that,  in  ecvei-al  Mates,  colored 
pcTBonB  -were  citizons  and  had  tlio  right  of  sufiTrago.  Start- 
ing vrith  thie  duitbit:  pnimisc,  tlic  ini;9N>;^v>  by  n  long  ct^nne 
of  rcuauDing  whiub  iniiiiitains  thrixigliutit  a  chttmcter  iiT 
impnlpiiblc  gerirniHty,  re»clic»  tlie  conclueioii  alrvniiy  re- 
ferred to,  that  the  slave  states  uhicb  truiililcd  thvtnftclveiv 
only  with  their  own  alTnira,  had  guflci'cd  injnatice  after 
injuatioe  wliich,  between  inde]*iideiit  powers,  would  liai'e 
led  to  war.  In  the  attempt  to  deinonsirate  this  in  detail, 
ftttentiuii  u-aa  expreiiuly  mlled  to  the  I'acl  that  the  onlin* 
ance  of  1787  coased  to  have  any  force,  bv  the  nd^'plion  of 
the  eonetitiition,  bnt  it  is  forgotten  that  it  was  put  Id 
force  nji;eiiu  by  the  law  of  tbo  7tli  of  Angiiet,  17S9,  and 
that  it  had  rcl'crciice  to  the  then  entire  U'rritorial  dutnain 
of -tlic  United  States.     By  tlitb  artilicc,*  the  rcittrlvtionof 

••*...  Tliey  eeTpnilljr  BMumtd  tli»  poirer*  and  rights  of  atiMv 
luia  Mlf-Kornrnraeul."    lb.,  ill.,  p.  I2!0. 

*  tt^Tf  tit*  InariMcl  ud  ncnto  iinrirnAf-gcncrnl  nod" iil>l I'll Ir  ii|>nk4 
lUioiigli  th<^  niouili  of  ihe  preaideal.  (.'sl«t)  CutltlDf  h;ul,  on  Hit  '4111 
nf  Oetolwr.  1833^  glv«n  an  olIli^U)  o])inioii  Id  wlilcU  fttHoitiu  iIdtI^hdb 
of  llkfi  Supr«m«  Court  of  the  ITnlted  State*  tli  PulUnl  vs.  Hii|j|*ii, 
Uowanl's  Roj)..  III.  p.  S12.  Pfnnoll  ts.  Citj-  uf  N«w  OrWuit  Ilk, 
111^  p.  !iS».  mil  Strader  va  Ornham.  h*  coticliMl»<l  tliBi  tUe  8u|)rf>ffl* 
Coun  pf  (li«  t'olietl  Stake  would  tinrc  In  doclitv  ib«  Mi«oorl  mMrtr- 
iloa''[iuU  Ani  ^oiti  nb  inrf pit. '    Id  llie  Am  cub  K''->  ■■  lt«l 

lie««i  dftfi'Iixt  Dial  lilt'  UaiiMl  Sut*«  "D«r#T  IioMkh;  tJ  -i-trr- 

rii|:iii5,  JtuiKlidiua  oi  risht  uf  soil  Id  aad  tu  lli?  lerrilor)  .  .  .  vx> 
cepl  for  l*Di]N>iaj}  iHirpovaa."    llm  iliU  wa>  liy  tiu  mrani  la  oooiia- 
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tlie  Missouri  compromiiie  wm  tmnRformed  into  an  innova- 
tion of  very  donbtfnl  ounBtitutionalit/,  s  viulation  of  the 


JicUmi  Willi  th«riKlit  clAitnoil  for  coogKM  lo  pmlilhll  aUrpty  in  a 
lerrUnn-  during  Iti  lerritorlal  conitiibon,  for  ihal  wu  only  lcRiponr,T. 
Itai  tnimidpul  •ovi^rolf^nif — (o  um  lb*  oxprMsion  of  lltt  conn  wtiicli 
I  coosldproai  orIt  onliappy  but  Inoonect— must  liBTe  reMed  eone- 
vbora  RDd  Di)  nuibntitjr  liut  eoafffam  oonld  claim  )(.  Tbv  Ibfory  of 
•qaaltcr  Arw«fei^ty  hud  ool  b*eii  liiv«ntMl  In  1941,  ko<I  not  a  word 
<^  tbe  (WUion  iniiinntc*  ititit  Ihr  naprcnii'  court  Lail  rtimruiiipJ  U*e\t 
lott  In  th«>iilii>r  (wodecMoDi.  all  ibal  vaa  Bald  wa<:  FlriL  ibat 
Ih«  oHinaiir*  of  1787  lo«t  ita  r<i>rc«  m  law  by  tbo  adoption  of  lb?  con- 
Altntlon  am)  that  i(  any  of  lit  prnrisloos  bad  Htlll  any  rallillij,  ibal 
Talldiiy  wn»  niiidf^uciblo  froiu  the  rati,  Uiai  they  w«r«  to  ba  rouml 
In  lh«  ordinance,  but  becauw  tliey  were  coalalned  in  th«  cewltm 
IreufM  or  In  coomiiutlonal  law*  of  roai^ix,  and;  aMrnod.  that  in  tlio 
ftatM  in  r]U0«iion.  Ibp  ordiDnor*  had  c«ai>»d  tn  hava  any  Torett  by  ihe 
iraMformiiiiiin  of  ll>«  irrriloriM  into  atalc*.  Ilcncc  tbnc  tlrciMuna 
did  nM  Initcb  ibe  right  r«l^n«d  tn  of  congren.  In  any  tray,  for.  In 
roaptd  to  ibeflm  point,  1h«  rM)nlf«m*ni  of  theSnpr^mn  CAsn  of  ibe 
rnltnl  Stales  vnu  iMlaStKl  by  the  law  of  ine  7ih  of  August,  1T8S.  auil 
lb»  W!Cond  Irf^alml  almply  of  tha  lagal  ronw  of  ibo  oidinanea  in  iiataa. 
Cutliiag'*  claim  bad,  llierefor«,  no  ba«ia  whatever.  Hencr,  too,  b« 
had  no  r!i;bi  to  tntroduco  bla  concluding  aiatonient  by  a  "for."  ainrr 
It  was  not  an  inference  fmtn  tbe  deciEloaa  of  th«  8iipr«m«  ronn  rltml 
by  bini.  but  mured  th«  nrcurn'Mit  on  to  another  irround  entirely.  Tbia 
toocluilinu  •cntoiKe  read;  "  For  an  act  of  con^Ma,  wbkb  pteienda 
if  iij;bi,  and  wttbont  eon^at  or  aampact,  to  impoM  oa  the  mnnlf  ipel 
power  of  any  new  state  urelalM,  llmltatlotia  and  reairlciiooa  not  In- 
pnaed  on  all.  U  contrary  in  the  flindHinrulal  rondiUnn  of  the  confad- 
tratian,  am>rd)ni  Inwbicb  there  U  Ia  be  eiqaaliiy  of  right  l>«twv9n 
■be  old  end  new  Matea  'in  all  r«»p<^;td  wbaiavM.'  "  Opio.  of  the 
Altnm.  Oeo..  Vllt ,  p.  9*6  This  objection  wm  iiniw«red  by  Ibe  fact 
that  aoo1>lie«ti<>n  *rw  laid  upon,  but  only  tfav  nc'>t  gtantcd  to  con* 
frcM  to  admit  new  nates  Into  Ibe  Uoioo.  leaving  Ibe  ilaTery  qa»' 
lino,  iberefofe.  out  uf  poQ«i(l^mlloo  it  bad  navor  been  doatxed  that 
CWigreaa,  aa  a  cooaeqoence.  might  allacb  coodilionB  to  ib«  aduiwion 
et  a  Male  into  the  ITnion.  Bin  however  this  miglit  be,  wiUi  rfupect 
10  tlui  claim  made  hy  Cn«taing,  it  was  entirely  irrelevant  for  the  If  ia- 
(Ouri  reetriclion  affected  lerrltoriee  and  nut  atatea.  Tbe  ni<Mi  auper' 
Ocial  eKBmin«ii(«  *howed  the  reaaoaing  of  the  opinion  to  be  a  tiasue 
of  the  botde«  fallacieB. 
Wbar«  Ciialilng  waa  not  hampered  by  offlcial  rMpoulblHiy,  be 
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e<ia«lit7*  of  the  states  giinrnnteed  b_Y  thoconetitntion  and 
an  attack  on  the  existing  rights  of  the  soolli  wliieti,  fur 
the  Bake  of  peace  and  of  the  Union  relnctanlly  rteolved 
to  make  the  sacrifice.  The  "  re>annexation^  of  Texas  u 
tlien  declared  alnumpli  of  the  living  power  of  the  ooDstl- 
tution  over  eeclionnl  prejuilice^  luid  the  jwlitleal  errom  of 
the  day,  liccaiine  Texas  was  admitted  as  n  slnve  siHte  and 
it  v>'n$  expresKly  stipntated  that  it  niiffht  be  divided  into 
ect'crnl  stateft,  tmt  the  favt  was  pas&ed  over  iu  eilenco  that 
the  act  of  aoDcxntion  contained  a  now  and  express  confirina- 
tioD  of  the  MJesK)iir)  compromiae.  This  dvciaivo  fact  bad 
to  be  sttpprcj^d,  because  the  triumph  of  the  sinveholding 
intvrc«t  could  not  liavc  been  repreeented  as  a  triitmph  of 
the  coDBtitntion,  if  it  had  been  mentioned.  Bat  I'leroe 
not  only  wanted  to  ehov  that  the  .north  haA  received  its 
ftill  tshare  of  the  land  acqnifiitiona  of  the  Union,  lint  he 
had  UDdertnkcn  to  prove  that  tiie  south  hjtd  atvrays  plajrod 
the  part  of  the  lamb  in  the  table,  and  the  north  the  part 
of  the  wolf-  AH  the  terrible  victories  of  the  slavocrat^ 
were  oonstitiitionally  only  the  restomtion  to  It  of  ground 

wftul  mach  fanb^.  In  ■  speecti  vhlcb  b«  doliTcml  fin  ilie  i'lb  at 
fh-(nWr,  l^'ii.  in  Fiarnll  Hail,  ho  miul*  II  uppoai  m  ir  in  t'otiw- 
c|iietK.'e  uf  ihi'so  drciflon*  ihp  )[U«ourI  cam promtee  Uad  become  eaa- 
Timwilly  a  d<>a>l  leii^r  ai  Uia  ilme  or  ilie  Kauuiu-NvUruke.  bill :  "  In  « 
MjiiM  f>f  dMiiioM  of  Ih4>  Snpr«m«  Conn  ttT  lli«  Unili^  SUIe«,  it  wm 
drlcnnlned  tbat  acts  cf  caogrese  of  Oils  nslure.  reMxk'iIoj;  in  mh-Knce 
tlie  IcgislaUvu  power  of  a  matr.  aa  to  nUveiy  or  uytlilog  els«,  an 
null  Hixl  void,  bMatuft  mnlrary  lo  Ilie  couitiitulion, 

Tints  ft  ba|i[)eD«d  Ihai,  wlieo  lli«  time  airived  for  mulillabing  ilie 
t«rrltui>  of  Kannad,  Ih*  Mift«nTiri  coinpiumiM   bad  bM!ome  a  dnfld  l«i|>J 
l«T  oa  Ilie  ftlnlitto  book-     It  b»d  c«u)«d  lu  liav«  legal  vi^nr     CODgreMll 
bad  DO  c»H3iiitnirii)al  pcnet  \u  ktIto  it  bj  \t]pH  enncimrfit.     Td 
rviMial  it  »iprp)jly,  wax  not   aa  acl  of  oeoMeliy,  but  uf  aincerity,  at 
tood  ruiib,  of  friu]kii»'«,or  mnnlin»K;  and  ll  was  iIou9." 

'  Tilts  urif«i«w>'i  a»  liati  bc(?n  frn{Ur»llj'  Hliunu.  wowltl  tiavd  lidd 
ooly  OB  comlltluD  ibat  aoi  IndiridUalB  but  atalM  bad  aiulgrurod  lato 
lite  (»rri(ori«B. 
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preTioaaly  wrested  from  it,  or  the  claiming  by  it  of  ground 
which  it  had  iioC  yet  lost.  lo  order  to  prepare  the  way 
for  such  a  rejireseiiEntion  of  subsequent  eveuts,  it  ww»  given 
to  be  iinderftlood  tlint  the  ttQiiexation  of  Tex»ft,  hy  the  oon- 
ditidiis  on  wliich  it  was  occomplislieJ,  was  properly  tipeulcing 
the  pmccical  renuncintion  by  congrei»fi  of  ttui  right  U5iir[>ed 
by  it  ill  the  MiwioHri  cornpixjiiiise. 

To  tlie  man  who  wna  Bkillt'iil  enough  to  tnrn  tlio  aun«x- 
ntion  of  Texas  tu  acfuiint  in  thie  way,  tbe  re^t  of  the  task 
could  not  be  difficult.  The  territories  are  called  "inchoate 
etntes;"  in  the  next  sentence  thu  adjective  "inchoate"  is 
dropped,  and  the  proof  lutduccd  that  tlic  Wilinot  Proviso 
was  un  attempt  to  force  views  prevailing  Ju  certain  etittus, 
by  an  abnnti  of  the  Icjrialati^-e  puwur,  on  iJlied  indepHrnd- 
cnt  Btutea.  The  coiii|irumiee  of  1850  fnitttratcd  iJiis  rU 
tempt  and  watt,  tht.-refi>re,  a  new,  great  triumph  of  the 
confitttiition.  It  was  certainly  that,  in  Pierce's  meaning, 
but  fur  the  object  he  had  in  view,  wlial.  the  donth  had  al- 
ready ubtniiied  by  it.  in  respect  to  the  ten-it»rial  quefition, 
did  not  sutUoe;  Wliat  was  wanting  ho  snpplied  by  Action. 
Xlie  eompromieo  of  1850  had  left  the  status  qw  tttibeiiit- 
ing  in  tUe  territories,  vitliout  deciding  the  question  wbat 
the  nt'dtus  quo  was.  The  nsitiirHnce  tliut  on  tlit-ir  trane- 
fonn&tion  into  states,  they  iniglit  decide  freely  on  the  per- 
mi^eion  or  proliibitiun  of  slavery  was  twit^tud  by  Pierce 
into  thu  rem^nitiun  of  their  right  of  KClf-dulcrminntion  in 
rcferenoe  Ui  tliis  question,  as  tvrritoriua  Frer)iieiitly  as 
this  maiiaMivrc  bad  been  branded  ae  a  bold  fabricntton  itA 
rept'tilion  could  not  be  ftuddonly  given  up,  for  tlic  untruth 
wiu  the  only  lutitnliilion  for  tiie  further  claim  tiiat  the 
£an(Bis>Xebm»lcH  bill  bad  brought  no  new  principle  into 
application. 

Wliat  was  froid  on  this  point  presciitv^l  nothing  remarks 
able.     Leaving  out  of  considerntion  the  manner  in  which 
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the  orditianoe  of  1787  had  been  drawn  luto  it,  and  In 
■which  the  annexation  of  Toxa«  had  l>eea  used,  the  wonly 
mefisage  contained  nothing  ucw.  It  only  repeated  vliat 
had  been  heard  numbcrlees  timc«  before,  in  tho  debates  in 
congress,  fruiu  llie  Dcniucraiic  newepupers  and  from  the 
Kliiiiip,  and  what  had  frL-i|ueutI^-  hocu  ciuid  there  much  bet- 
ter aud  with  uiucU  more  effect.  It  vas  of  ImportAUce 
only  bccuwde  never  before  bad  &  meseage  (dfordcd  su  for- 
cible an  ilUifltration  of  the  bird  which  beloiilfi  its  own 
nest  This  deserved  nutice,  not  becanse  it  whs  ^ignlficnot 
as  furnishing  data  for  passinp;  jndgment  on  Pierce  na  a 
mao,  but  Ifecanne  it  HUowotl  ivime  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
a£  to  what  WHS  to  lie  espucted  from  tlie  fmiei-al  cxt'cntiro 
in  respect  tu  Uie  ICausjis  ijuetiUou.  If  tiie  dampening 
elfr^t  whioh  the  Hrat  elections  after  the  ii<lo]>liun  of  tho 
Kaii^^e-Xelinii^kM  till  had  seemed  to  produce  on  Pierce, 
had  continued,  he  would  have  been  able  to  di^civcr  forms 
which  wonid  have  enabled  him  to  appear  as  the  attorney 
of  the  slavocraov  in  leea  revottinv  nakedness.  In  tlie  garb 
ofa  cool,  historical  expoec,  this  jmrt  of  the  me»^age  waa  a 
defiant  and  insulting  prorocJition  of  the  majority  of  iho 
hnuNf,  and  an  aniiiniiict-iiicnt  that  he  wouhl  not  retreat  one 
inch  bfloro  It  or  bufrin;  thu  Frtc-Soihrrs  of  KansRB.  In 
opposition  to  the  prophecies  of  eteriinl  peace  of  winch  the 
aJvocaleg  of  the  KaiisaB-N"(?brii»k»  hill  had  been  eo  prodi- 
ffftl.  in  the  debates,  event*  wi-uii^  from  hitu  the  admiBslon 
that  even  the  >* great  principle"  of  popular  Eovcroi^nly  dtd 
not  prevent  th<!  po^ihility  of  evils  in  itg  prnctical  applica- 
tion. He  claimed  that,  in  tlitfi  c&te,  the  eviU  were  eoletj 
the  onn&ef|uencu  of  the  abuse  of  principle,  hut,  of  ooitTH, 
did  not  inquire  whether  this  abuse  was  not  tite  inevitable 
consequence  wf  the  circninfiauct-s.  On  the  other  Land,  ho 
declared  thni  thu  evil*  weri'  disappearing  Wfora  the  intel- 
ligence and  patriotiEm  of  the  people  who  exerciecd  tUvir 
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leaoeable,  eilebt  but  irresistible  power  through  the  ballot- 
nx.  lie  (lid  not  speak  In  the  future,  but  in  the  iiif^eiit 
enec  ami  bis  eft* r  conrenieut  meiitory  agaiti  lust  all  reooK 
ectiriQ  of  the  laws  of  the  territorial  le|>idatDre  which  had 
rnng  lliat  wcjipon  of  protection  from  the  people. 

With  tbig  Hbort  and  very  gcncrnl  criticism,  whicli,  to  all 
irevious  fjilfiifieations  of  history,  added  one  more,  hy  sup- 
treBBJoii,  all  Ihe  frightful  illiistnitionB  of  the  gre»t  princi- 
ple of  popular  Sovereignty,  ftirnieihed  by  the  law  aod 
rder  party  »ud  its  accoiii]>licca  from  Miasouri,  were 
iefiueed  of.  The  message  itnmediiit&ly  turned  to  the  bliod 
Uid  faiiiilical  ivho  atood  in  permaoent  conspiracy  aguinet 
be  eontb,  and  for  them  the  president  had  leisure  enough 
lad  ]xkper  enough  to  spare.  IJe  declared  that  the  frieuds 
)f  the  constitution  could  choose  no  better  battle  field,  if 
be  struggle  wei-e  to  be  renewed  to  refuce  a  state  atlinie- 
lioD  into  the  Union,  becauKe  it  permittwl  slavery.     With 

loadi  of  humor,  he  clainu-d  timt  the  people  who  had 
iraiidcd  the  repeal  of  the  Miii^oari  comproniiw?  as  a  breach 
^  faith,  had  thereby  broken  the  *'expn'3S  compact''  inwlc 
ith  Texa«.     This  absurdity  was  inime<Mutely  Ibtlowcd  by 

long  and  menacing  Cussamlra-lifee  warning.  Pierce 
wcomes  the  moutlipicce  uf  tlic  southern  Fire  £ater«  and 
kunuuiices  lliat  the  inevitable  consequenoe  of  the  rejection 
of  Kiuieas  uu  aci'uunt  of  the  slavery  quci^tion,  would  be  the 
tlisaohitiou  of  the  Union — the  dissolution  of  the  tJuion, 
because  the  uiwl  passion  of  fanaticism  and  of  party  spirit, 
or  the  sake  of  the  atiegeil  intcivsls  of  a  relativfly  $mall 
uiimber  of  negroes,  drsregnnifci  llie  intt-rests  of  25,000,000 
Americans  and  tramplei]  all  moral  and  oonstitotional  obli- 

liuas  tindvr  foot. 

Mnrh  as  the  ntterances  of  the  preflident  were  wanting 
u  eleiirnet;:^,  logic,  impartiality  :tiid  truth,  there  could  be 
o  doubt  that  he  considered  the  situation  a  very  ditfictilt 
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one.  Spite  of  hi»  remark  referred  to  altove,  on  the  ealii- 
tary  jiowcr  of  the  ballot-box,  he  liod  not  eaid  or  gireu  it  tv 
be  nndeKtood,  tlmt  in  his  opinion,  mattere  might  be  let  to 
take  their  o^-n  course,  but  Iio  had  utnd«  no  &Uii;g«6tli»u 
himeetf  nor  had  he,  in  the  stereotvpcd  tnannor,  c(»m- 
luended  the  matter  to  the  wisdom  ut' cougrcse.  Frum  this 
it  ooald  not  but  be  inferred  tliat  he  intended  shortly  to 
send  oiigrt^s  h  eipeoial  im-»xiige  on  Kansae.  Itut  it  rau^t 
have  canBt'd  siirpri«:  that  he  did  not  wait  until  tho  liouM 
of  re|ire£«DtaCtres  had  orgauixed.  Perhaps  the  reaAOD  for 
tliis  n-Hfi  to  M>tne  extent  that  hu  therebjr  expected  to  exerviMf 
a  certain  amount  of  pressure,  but  it  is  more  probable  he 
Baw  that  delay  M-as  diuig«rone.  The  iuosbaj^  of  the  24th 
of  January  did  not,  indeed,  gira  plain  cxpreseiun  to  this, 
bnt  a  pii&s«);;e  at  it«  clo^  might  Itc  lootced  njton  as  a  direct 
intimRtioD  to  that  ed'cct.  United  in  one  sentence  were 
the  dci^IarationB  tltat  the  seinoas  tronblce  of  Docembor  had 
been  qniirkljr  settled  without  the  ahedding  of  blood  and  in 
a  euti&factory  manner,  but  that  it  was  to  be  feared  new 
troubles  with  an  increasing  tendeitcr  to  acts  of  riolenee 
vould  follow  until  tlie  qneetion  which  gave  occasion  tu  tiirm 
had  been  settled  bjr  »  drrisirc  measure  of  wme  kind. 

It  is  nut  iti  bo  a»auuicd  that  the  must  n^cent  events  iu 
Kan»a»  firet  brooght  Pierce  to  this  riew,  but  H  is  certain 
tliat  tliey  coutribnted  to  confirm  iL  On  the  IStb  uf  Jan- 
nxTj  the  state  elections  under  the  Tojx'ka  oonstitntion 
had  taken  plaoe.  Great  interest  was  takmi  in  tbetn,  but 
df  course  only  by  the  Free-Soilers.  Tet  in  aoeonlanee 
vrltlt  A  reftolutinii  of  the  To[>ekA  conrention,  the  aet 
opj^nization  of  the  state  government  wm  not  to  bo  trii 
before  the  1st  of  March,  because  it  was  hoped  that  tiy  that 
time,  conprwe  would  hare  n><achod  some  conclneion  on  the 
request  for  adinisaion  as  a  state.  In  Leavcnwitrth.  tbt 
uleetion  wu  prohibited  by  the  mnyor  who  belonged  to  tba 


SLBCnoNS  tS  KVOiM. 


S83 


ipro^Iaverj-    party.     Tlie  jn^igos  of  election,   therefore, 

Hiijoiimed  it  for  thnt  di^lrict  In  the  17tli  of  Jmiunry,  ami 

secretl}-  circulated  the  ii)furniatioTi  tliat  the  halluuboxes 

must    he  si-t  up  at  a  c(>rtntn    place,  in   the  viuiaitv  of 

Easum.-    Tlieir  intentions,  however,  became   Itiiown  and 

doring  the  niglit  &  livelv  tikirinifih  occurred  betwocti  some 

iliomo-lound   Krce   Sollers  and   the  notoHuuB   Kickapoo 

Kangcr«.     As  it  wns  impo«;s!)i1o  to  take  accur&tc  niiu  in 

the  linrk,  t'oinparativcly  little  blood  was  shed,  but  one  of 

tJio  fanatictt  of  tlto  law  aad  ordor  pnrtj,-  lost  liu  life.     On 

kllie  following  diiv,  the  Ranger*  UmV  hesliHl  revenge.  They 

Iwd  wail  for  60II1U  of  their  oppoiienlA  of  the  night  Itefore, 

and  when  the  latter,  witltouf  attempting;  any  reeiatnncc, 

-being.  n\xT[H>were«lt    liad    ^urrendertnl    their  arms,    their 

[leader.  M   I*.  Jlrown.  who  had    I»eeii  wjKirated  from  his 

HMucintiM,  was  afl«r  long  delilM'mtioa  Htriick  down  with 

Bxef,  tlirown  into  a  vehicif  in  a  dying  condition  and  taken 

to  Iii»  own  home  where,  iminetliiilelj'  after  hie  arrival,  he 

(died  in  the  arms  of  his  wife.     But  the  Kicl;«poo  Pi&neer 

'exhorte^l   the  law  and  order  party  to  raise  the  war  cry 

through  tho  land  until  lead  and  iron  had  completely  rooted 

lunt  the  iil'olitionist  raUde.'     On  the  Slbt  and  33rd  of 

1  January,  I-iuie  nnd  IWiertson  tclvyrajthed  to  theprutidont 

iufunniiig  him  that  a  great  invasion  wa^  prej).iriiig  in  JHiit- 

> "  rnrlwnrnnMi  baa  tiow  cenied  to  be  a  virtun;  ili«rftrore  we  call 
tipofi  ev<^ry  iiriislnvoij-  ninn  in  llin  luid  rn  rxlly  tn  lli<i  r»scii«.  Kansas 
mnM  Ih-  iiuitiisliaii'l]'  leMriiecl  ftiHii  Uic  tyranuicHl  Ao\c>-  •  ■  •  Prn- 
■liT«ry  m-n,  ln«r  anil  onlor  mpii.  xiriko  Tor  >uiiriilt»ra!  otrike  forjrour 
tTMklMl  iirlke  inr  j-nur  rights!  louod  tb«  biii;1<>  of  wbt  ov&r  i)i« 
leBgfk  antl  iMvailtii  of  tbv  liuid.  nni)  Icnvp  doi  ad  Hbulltionfsl  ia  Ui«  (er> 
lUury  Ui  nXWe  Ihelt  treacberau*  and  cdiiuiiiiinattng  denlt.  Striko 
jMir  piercing  rll1t»<lMt)U  nnd  vonr  gliUoiiog  iilc«l  to  Ih^ir  tilack  nud 
{miwiKiiii  li^nrlal  Lei  (he  war  riy  never  ceaae  In  Kaiim?  tFCiiii.  until 
war  iirrlt.iry  i»  wn-mwl  of  tliu  Iii«i  vi^niigB  of  BlKiIiiiimiiim  "  The 
Klt'l><>i"»-  Pt'oH'rr,  Jan.  18,  tSM.  C^lctl  (>)■  GUdMooc, The  CujtHiilimaD 
Is  KaUMu,  t>.  SI. 
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souri  BDd  praying  for  the  UsuHiice  of  a  proclatnatton,*  lu 
veil  aa  for  the  eniployiuent  oftlie  troops  atatloued  in  Fart 
T.eRTcuwortli,  for  the  protection  of  the  territory. 

Tlic  ftfxv  ffit  lij  the  president  that  lhi>  jwutfe  conclndvd 
liy  Sltmmoii  in  Lnurenoo  wonid  be  only  an  nnni^tico  of 
short  diinition  was,  therefore,  alrewly  rvftlizud.  Who 
4;oiild  Ftill  doubt  the  correctness  of  hie  fnrther  wllegalion 
that  the  ironliles  would  coDttnually  incrcu^e  und  ncsumu  a 
more  and  more  malignant  cbnrncter,  until  the  slavery  qoos- 
tion  \vm  finally  nettled  if  That  he  and  hie  putty  wouM 
never  luliuit  that  this  fact  vras  a  coDdeinnutiou  of  tlie 
experiment  with  the  great  print-iple  of  the  Kiinsas-Xebniftka 
bill  VBB  self'Ci-ident.  Tliey  inferred  from  the  state 
elections  of  .Tiuinnry  15,  and  their  op]wnents  from  the 
iiiarder  of  Brown  and  the  new  projects  of  invu^ion  uf  the 
Mi(8onnHii8,  that  the  history  of  the  «trng^le  for  Kanuu 
lisd  not  been  hmught  to  a  clufie  with  the  two  ciiaptt*rs 
written,  Imt  greatly  na  Ihoy  dilVercd  in  n-spw-t  tn  the 
caiisea  tliey  I'lilly  agreed,  as.  the  Kicicupoo  Piouftr 
$aid,  that  the  war-cry  in  Katieas  would  bo  heard,  60  long 
as  the  <-ontimiance  of  the  6trii;:^le  liad  any  .object 
long  ae  Kansas  had  not  been  admitted  a&  n  state  Into  till 
Union,  it  had  an  uhject,  for  eo  long  none  of  the  parties 
needed  to  give  up  its  cause  as  loet  It  wne.  therefore, 
eutirciy  correct  when  the  inf!t)<sge  concludrd  with  the 
proputtitiori  that  a  hiw  »hoald  be  passed  nuthiir)7.iitg  Kan- 
aaa  to  eloot  dcU*gHtes  to  a  conslitntionni  convention,  in 
order  to  effect  its  admiasioti  into  the  Union  an  a  full  inein- 
her  of  it,  in  a  le^  and  orderly  manner.     lint  on  the 
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Ibr  the  mrowiMl  purpoM  or  invoilini;  our  u-rriiorj.  '  c 

tOWDH,  »Jiil  liiiti-hrriDjt  our  unnlTcniliiiK  twm  xtatrcllixi'ii*  "  >bib<aM>a 
evtwe-UieU  bli»t>el(  a«  "clmlnnflii  uf  lUw  oxt^i-uil^H  rnnimUli*e  at  Kut- 
Hu  Tei Ttiefy."    OoafT.  Olobe.  U\  tten ,  il4tb  Cpagr.,  At^i-  PP-  V^  1 UL 
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jtlicr  Iiaiid,  it  sceiiied  ijucslioiml)lc  whether,  under  the 
Ffxtmonlinnr^  cireumstimcos  tbut  prevailed,  it  m':)s  riglit  to 
lunke  any  rvrlrictiou  ag  to  the  niunlier  of  iiibaWtaata. 
But  tliis  might  projierly  be  poBtpuned  until  u  satisfactory 

isDiwertii  thepriiKiipnl  question  Lad  been  reached,  whether, 
kinder  these  uxtraorilinftry  circumstances,  the  |)o»«ibility  of 
orderly  and  legal  elections  e:cislud,  or  whctht-r  ut  leni^t  it 
might  be  uonsidered  certain  lliat  the  pre:Udent  would 
honestly  and  eiiergeticallv  do  his  bust  to  prui'ent  a  falsily- 
iug  of  the  r«ul  will  of  tlm  pc-palntioii  ]>oeM-3sed  of  the 

Ifigllt  to  volt,  by  irregularities  and  viulatioiis  of  law.    Tlie 
iQMHigo  gave  an  aaewor  of  tciriblc  piainiiuss  to  this  laet 
qnestiOQ. 
Fierce  designated  the  Eini^p'ant  Aid    Societies  as  tlic 
prime  and  read  authors  of  the  truublee,  dinec  ihey  had  by 
propagandist  colonization,  etidcavui'ed  to  prevtfut  the  free 
[eelf-deterrnination  of  the  population,  after  it  had  appeared 
Ftiwt .  the    principles    of    noti-inTei'venlioii    and    popular 
jrereigiity  had  become  ineradicably  ti:;e<l  in  the  convic- 
[iions  of  the  jjeuple.*     This  «yetcinatic  interference  in  the 
of  the  territory  hnd  naturally  excitetl   the  greatest 
!inony  iu  contigumiK    Miiisuiiri  whose  dotrentie  pfnee 
iin-i  rntMt  dirfetly  rneniuxMl  by  it,  but  it  in  uu  way  ju^lilied 
■IB  illegal  counter-measures.     This  one  wicked  saying  by 
fvhicb  he  pro^vj]  his  cmnjilele  impartiality  and  saved  hie 
^conscience,  the  Border  ICidhfins  could  overlook,  eincc  he 
lid  not  draw  the   I«aat   praciic&l  oonsecj^uenco  from   it. 
When  rf^ferriug  to  the  electiouB  to  the  lerritoriiil  U-gi&la- 

»iuret  he  contented  hiineelf  with  dechiriii^  that  bitter  coni- 
plAinlt  had  lievn  made,  on  nil  eidc^.  of  the  cnstin;^  of  illegal 
yi>te«,  but  did  nob  intimate,  by  eo  much  as  a  ftyllable, 
whether  these  coniplainta  were  nell  f»nnde<l  or  what  party 

Tlic  cempoaitioa  of  lb«  bou»«  of  repr«6(>iitaiWes  o  vhUh  1i«  wnl 
(be  uieaauge  wna  llifl  Lml  cooiiuciiinrj:  to  lliia  laut  ollrj^atlufL 
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had  re&Mu  to  complain.  He  oulj  showed  tlie  compleU 
legality  of  the  k-giftlnture  iu  cone«i|Ut:oce  of  the  f;rHittittg 
of  the  election  oertiSoabes  hy  the  gOTernor,  ami  clnlintrd 
thttt  the  decisions  made  bj  the  latter  and  hy  the  officers  of 
election  were  final. 

This  was  objectionable  id  two  rcfpects.  Tliat  the  formal 
legality  of  the  legislature  cotild  not  teqnet^tioneU  h««  l)ccn 
alraadj'  shown.  From  the  point  of  vlewwhidi  the  jndge 
is  obliged  iv  take,  ibiei  mijjht  suffice  to  warrant  Its  It-giditjr 
to  be  called  L'tunplete,  hut  the  fitatesinan  was  not  jasiitied 
in  expfCA^int;  himself,  to  say  nothing  of  his  l>eing  nhli^ud 
to  expree^s  liiiaself,  mitisiied,  if  he  looked  npon  the  alk-gfid 
grievance  as  well  founded,  to  hare  the  legal  eanction 
wrongly  given,  becan£e  the  olectione  ware  DotorJouslr 
illegal.  Tlie  judge  has  to  pass  sentence  in  scconlance 
with  the  law,  and  hence  ha»,  in  eiich  a  caee,  to  be  cun- 
tent  rehnkinglr  to  tay  that  eiicli  a  gricvotiit  nron^  coin- 
inilttrd  hy  bitidi  hold  violation  of  iIk;  Inw,  ha»  acquiriH]  the 
force  of  law;  but  the  auilesinKti  was  ubligud  to  raii«  the 
further  question  whether  the  political  authorities  hi  this  ooD* 
flict  between  Btatiite  lawnnd  rijihi,  wmld  not  help  insiiring 
victory  to  lh«  latter.  As  the  president  who  hud  to  uxeculo 
the  lawH,  PierceV  hnnds  were  liound  like  the  hands  uf  the 
jndge,  hut  Pierce  as  president  who  lo  accordance  with  bis 
eonetitutional  obligntion  reported  to  congress  on'  the  <v>in 
dition  of  the  country,  was  not  only  free  hot  ol>lig«:-d  to 
view  the  matter  from  the  etandptiint  becoming  the  sutea- 
man.  Yet  he  euppresswi  the  fact  that  the  Jllc^  and 
reprehensible  couiiter-uiovemcnts  which  he  had  censured 
a  uoroeut  before  were  in  the  first  place  an  oppreeeioa  of 
a  part  of  the  population  of  the  territory,  in  the  electjuns, 
bceauM  he  did  not  want  it  to  be  eceo  that  there  was  a  oonq 
Iticl  lietwoei)  law  nnd  right;  iind  be  did  not  svatit  it  to 
«e<!n.  because  he  did  nut  liHrintr  the  wish  to  bring  aUiat 
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eolntibn  of  the  piYA>lctn  in  Accoi-tlitnce  with  the  demands 

[of  JHatic«;    and  becanse  he  did  not  vriah  to  do  tlint,  bO 

elied  on  the  formal  le^litj  of  the  legielature  and  declared 

it  to  be  compIetQ.     If  congress  was  under  itll  circnmstanoes 

*  obliged  to  recogniM  the  legality  of  the  legiftUturo  as  com- 
liletc,  becADSu  forinallr  nnnssx liable,  it  diil  not  neod  to  be 
Mid  now  that  the  decisions  of  the  ofiieer«  of  election  and 
of  the  governor  wen*  final.  Rut  the  qiiection  wiu  whether 
thu  Itgi^lulive  jiower  of  the  ITnton  was  not  a  constitution- 

I  ally  competent  court  of  anpea). 
Keren  had  previoiiely  found  fanit  with  and  Iamente<l 
the  fact  tliat  Keeder  had  not  cAii&ed  the  elections  to  tlie 
territorial  legislature  to  take  place  at  the  same  time  as  the 
election  of  the  territorial  delegates,  for  the  reason  that  the 
qimlilications  of  the  voters  would  then  have  been  controlled 
by  congress  which  had  to  pass  on  the  validity  of  the 
jclcction  of  dL'li'gatcs. *     This  was  not  correct.     Not  con- 
bnt  only  the  house  of  repreeentativea  was  the  jndge 
t])e  validity  of  the  election  of  delegates,  bat  if  the 
letectiono  to  the  legislature  could  be  dechirod  invalid  for 
I'fcdernI  reasons,  it  conid  be  done  only  bycon>>re«6andnotby 
the  hoHBC  of  representfitivci".  That  the  clectioUB  ti>  the  Iegi»- 
^Uturedid  not  become  invalid  simply  for  the  reason  that  the 
H'hoiiAeofrepreaentfltives invalidated  the  electionof  delegates, 
BbccAuse  tlie  lawful  voters   had   been  oU'ered  violence  by 
^HBBona  votini;  unlawfully,  is  obviuiis.     Hence  notliing  was 
^^^■aed  by  the  fact  tlittt  tlie    invasions  of  the  Minsonrians, 
tnd  tbeir  illegal  voting  came  up  fordiscnesion  in  the  house 
of  repreeentativce.     The  territorial  population   conld  ob- 
tain their  rights  only  provided  congress  was  authorized  to 


im 


.  any  question  appcnslning  to  the  quallficntiua  of  lUe 
^  ptnaairollng  a*  ]teo|ile  of  tbe  lerrliury  would  liaveiiuin^iliiKeaaarily 
I  and  t.{  oDce  noilar  llw  «u)>orvU)oo of  congi-vM."  tiutoimui's  Muaual, 
'lIUp.  2130. 
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invalidate  tUc  elections,  epite  of  tlio  grnntiiig  of  the 
certiltcftteB  of  election.  But  if  it  liad  tliij*  powtT  tlien,  it 
mast  bave  it  now  too,  for  the  right  of  the  house  of  repre- 
eentatives  to  decide  on  the  vslidiiyof  tlie  election  of  dele- 
gntcg  had  nothing  in  common  nith  tliie  qiicstluii.  Aft 
Pierce  did  not  claim  and  coald  not  claim,  that  Recder,  if 
Ibe  two  elections  bad  taken  place  at  the  mine  time,  coald 
not  have  issnwl  tlic  oortlficatPS  <vf  election  for  tlio  legisla- 
ture, until  the  house  of  repretiientatives  liad  reached  a  con^ 
elosioQ  OS  to  tlie  validity  of  the  election  of  delegates,  the 
vague  and  constitntionAlly  in){Kil|>nUe  stateiiieat  nWut  the 
control  of  couy,re68  either  meant  nothing  or  it  denied  the 
later  a^&ertion  that  the  decieione  of  the  oiticers  of  election 
and  of  the  governor  ure i-e  tinal.  Pierce  [minaiiately  qnali- 
tici]  this  f))<i>«rtion  to  some  extent,  hy  sajing  tliat  the 
president  had  no  legal  aiithorttT  io  rwpect  to  Xh'i*  (question 
and  that  he  had  had  no  siich  anlhority  at  any  prevtoot 
time.  'Wliellier  thi^  u-rs  tn^c  or  fnUe  wag  not  the  ijuef- 
tion  now.>  lie  imlirectlj  granted  tliat  tlio  competency 
of  congress  might  be  a  disputable  rjuestioni  B^d  heoec  be 
should  linrc  called  upon  congress  to  discuM  and  decide  it, 
if  it  was  of  any  concern  to  liim  that  the  Hpht  and  the 
great  principle  of  popular  sovereignty  shonid  nwt  he  buried 
under  the  weight  of  tbe  dead  letter  of  tlie  law.  But  lie 
at  one  moincni  littud  ap  Che'-„'rout  i>riu(;i|>lo"ati>l  tbe  next 
tlie  dead  letter  of  the  law  u  hU  etaudard,  jhaI  ba  the 
Blave-bolding  interest  demanded.  Tbe  Free-8uil  party  of 
tlie  territory  could  not  appeal  either  to  the  former  ur  Io 
the  latter,  and  wna  obliged  to  bear  it  claimed  that  it  bued 
ita  oppo6ilion  solelr  on  a  silly  literalism  beeaose  it  conld 
find  no  other  foundation.  It  had  frotn  the  beginning 
nuigbt  to  Justify  It!  entire  action  by  tliv  claim  that  tlio 


>  Tliia  qUMrttoo  bM  btvn  alrMtlj  dlnnsted. 
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iMiaeonrians    with  the  ueistsnce  of  federal  officinls  hsd 

[irmnplcd  the  principle  of  popular  eovereignty  under  foot, 

[atid  Piiirco  dtrciared   that  it  relied   only  on   the  alleged 

lal  transfer  of  the  legislature  from  Pawnee  tfi  Shaw- 

A  clumtiiur  device  than  this  eiilwtitiitinn  of  R«eder 

Efur  the  Free-Suil  pnrtjr,  a  pettifogger  could  acarcely  have 

I  jini4!:iiii-'d.*     Tliis  lu«t  gro»s  piece  ui'  talalfication  excluded 

ball    doubt  as  to  hin  tnala  ^des.      ^ow  followed  the  aa- 

louiniceinent  of  the  positiun  which  the  preiident  would 

take  on  the  Kansas  question,  and  it  wsb  the  policy  of  the 

H  blind  parly  man  in  the  guise  of  the  consoientioue  guardiau 

Bof  the  law.     The  objections  of  the  Kree-Soil  party  to  the 

l^Qmplcto  legality  of  the  territorial  legislature  and  to  the 

x'alidity  of  the  laws  passed  by  it  must  be  put  down  as 

»al>«oUilcIy  untenable  and  as  in  the  highest  degree 
ixivolous,  to  warrant  one  to  declare  its  cxtra-lo^al  Cuunc 
in  respect  to  the  transformation  of  the  territory  into 
a  slate,  revolutionary.  If  the  legality  uf  the  lerritoriul 
legiftlHhire  waii  not,  although  formally  unassailable,  still 
[an  open  qnestion,  it  was  such  in  fact,  for  the  constitutional 
convuution  at  Topeka  and  the  state  elections  of  the  15th 
of  January,  had  been  held  nut  only  without  any  authori- 
:Eation  trom  oongress,  but  spite  of  tbe  legislature  and  in 


>  "Tl  wil}  b«  p9rc«ived  llini.  ir  %aj  Goii*tittiIi'>nft1  iatwx  aiucbed  lo 

itbftUj^islntlvD  act*ar  tlie  KSMmbly,  it  if  nol  prel«n(IM  to  rnn^ist  in 

Imgulurity  nf  rIeclkiD,  or  wniit  of  titiDliAcnilon  or  Uio  tnrinbt^n,  btii 

only  In  tli»cbmDge  of  ilB  ]>1nce  of  so«s)u».     HnwevM   IrirUI  iUb  dV 

Ljvcllno  tn*)'  fccm  to  bt.  it  rcqtitie^t  lo  he  c<>ii«i(tern(t,  becniiau   upon  (I 

LU_raani1^1  «ll  iliitt  tuperstructure  nf  actB,  plninty  ngninrt  Inw,  wtiictr 

'IlirPAtcJi)  lb«putcv,  not  oalf  or  the  lorrliory  of  Kan&ts,  bm  nr 

jDi'm."    Sutwninn'i  Man..  Ill,  p,  2131     Tbe  wortls  Jiiit  qiuHeif 

'liavv  r«fiTeiice  lo  Xiv  ar  ■>  coniroTt-ny  with  llic  U'Rl-ilnttiru.  iinil  heoce 

[tba  llrM  MniftiKNf.  II  ti  uocxi  aliiDe.  n-ualil   be  quite  oorrecl,  liiK*  It 

f  wtittlfl  llii^u  Telai«  only  «>  Uccdcr.    Tb«  Nubtlituiioo  in  «ffi.-cie<l  by  tbe 

claim  cflDtnintil  in  tli0  Mcood  wiiieniM. 
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direct  opposition  to  it  ftiid  to  the  lawa  it  Iia(I  piuwd.  But 
even  if  Utete  Bteps,  looked  at  from  a  strictly  jnridi«il 
point  of  view,  luuet  be  considered  eimplj  a  revolt  ugaiiut 
lawral  authority,  ]K)litical  wisKlom — to  6ay  nothing  of  the 
requireniCDts  of  justice — demanded  tlint  the  leyiit  oouae- 
qiiencee  flowing  thei-efroin  should  be  drnvn  with  Ibe 
utmost  furhen.rance,  in  order  that  dlifercncea  might  notb« 
still  fnrther  aggravated.  Tlie  very  nest  senlt-tioe  of  the 
ines«ng(!  iiitiiiRciiigty  said  tiiat  out  of  revolationarr  oppo- 
sition to  the  territorial  powers  treasonable  iaBnireotion 
would  grow,  if  it  were  to  swell  to  orgii»iaed  forcible  re- 
Bistance  to  fetlcral  laws  ntid  tho  authority  of  the  federvl 
govern tnent,  hut  showod  that  Pierce  iatunded  the  wry 
contrary.  The  leaders  of  the  Free-Soil  party  had  orgcotly 
rcqucstc<l  him  to  employ  the  federal  troops  gtatioDcd  in 
the  territory  for  its  protection,  aad  tu  ieeuea  proclamatiuo. 
Hence  there  was  not  the  least  occasion  for  this  M-arnicg 
which  gave  expression  only  to  Boincthiag  very  ubviuus,. 
unless,  Hi  WiUon  says,  be  wished  to  give  It  a  stune  instead 
of  the  bread  tt  Iiad  aiketl  for.  Was  It  really  Intended  to 
Mram  the  Free-Soil  people,  or  va«  the  remark  meant  to 
produce  the  impression  that  the  worst  might,  at  any 
moment,  be  expected  of  them? 

Pierce  repeated  tho  untrue  assertions  of  the  annual 
message  that  the  Kree-Soilers  wore  the  as&ailant3,<  nod 
that  the  balUit'box  was  a  sure  and  speedy  means  ol'cliaiig' 
ing  the  government  and  the  laws  when  they  did  not  COr 

' "  laterrtrenM  <m  tlip  one  basd.  lo  prociu*  tlio  abolition  or  pm- 
lilbiiina  uf  sinvo  Ub>ir  in  ttie  lerrlinry.  iiiu  pUHlurmJ  tniaclilpron*  la- 
XnlfT^ae-n  nn  the  otlier,  fbr  111  tnaintPniuiCe  or  liiUwIuclKtD.  Ow) 
wrong  be;it:Uiiiwlln!r"  Slotiatn.'s  Mud,  III.,  p.  *!»*.  Wtib  what 
rielil  doe*  bf  ti|»-Tik  of  lltP  atwlltlna  orslav«r;f  Did  he  loo  otnr 
rwrtgnl«  It,  uplim-f  pcpuUf  •ov«»lpLfjr,B«niioptii  tiat-vllran  wbvttMr 
utaTeiy— l)y  virtue  of  lite  coaitllaliou  at  iaile|)«a(leDtlj'  of  It— aslMaA 
la  every  territory  UDtll  aboliibed  by  law! 
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sponil  witli  till!  will  of  the  people.  In  Lis  eyes,  tlierofore, 
tbey  were  pervense  muii  whuie  revotiitioimry  opposition 
entirely  iiiexetieiiible;  tliere  wae  uot  a  word  to  sliow 
iljat  lie  eTen  recognized  the  existence  of  mitigating  olr* 
cumelaiicoe  of  any  kind.  Hence  tliey  Imd  iioone  U>  blame 
but  ihemselves  if  the  arm  of  the  law  fell  upon  thorn  with 
all  its  weight  Tlioy  had  no  elaim  to  forbcaranoe,  and 
even  if  tbey  did  have  such  a  claira,  he  vas  net  jiii;ti0ed  in 
granting  it.  The  president,  ho  said,  had  not  to  jadgo 
whether  a  law  M'as  wise  or  nnvritii;,  just  or  unjuet;  if  it  be 
coiistitittiuoal,  that  h  if  it  bo  a  tuw,  it  ie  his  duty  to  enforce 
it.  If  this  Avtu  not  only  tlu;  triitli  but  the  wholt^  truth, 
,  the  president  was  only  like  the  Imnginan,  a  species  of 
txccatlon  inacliine.  True  he  should  not  leave  a  Inw  nn- 
eseeuled  becauM  he  considered  it  unwise  or  unjust,  but 

tthe  frainers  of  the  coiutittilion  had  not,  on  that  Rccniuit, 
deprived  tJie  first  offieial  of  tlie  republic  of  all  right  to  a 
jndgment  and  to  a  will  of  hia  own.  He  was  not  only 
entitled,  but  it  was  his  duty,  to  tell  congress  when,  in  hia 
opinion,  unwise  or  unjust  laweiiii]'>erilledor  injured  essen- 
tial rights  of  the  etateSf  to  give  the  ica&ons  for  his  opinion 
and  to  adviee  the  timciiilment  or  repeal  of  such  law».  He 
^  ha<t,  moreover,  to  jntige  and  decide  not  only  whether  a 
^■'Violation  of  law  hml  Itecn  committed,  but  also  whether 
^Vhis  ]iit«rference  was  pmper  or  ciillcd  for  and  in  what  way 
^^  tliat  interference  should  take  pliice.  And  liecaiise  all  this 
^_  was  his  right  and  his  duty,  nil  his  doinga  and  omissions 
^Kwere  nnder  the  full  weight  of  the  moral  and  political 
^Hrofjionsibility  whieh  m&ts  on  the  shoulders  of  tlie  head  of 
^'a  state.  He  said  lihueelf  that  tiie  hall  of  destiny  was  roll- 
ing down  a  precipitous  declivity.  If  as  a  consequence  of 
[■any  action  or  otpission  of  bis,  it  dropped  into  cbe  abyee,  he 
[could  not  protect  himself  by  aaying  that  be  bad  only 
I  enforced  the  lavs.  What  ho  said  as  to  bow  be  thought 
16 
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of  fiilBlling  tlint  (liitv,  in  tliis  definite'  cit^e,  nati  nut  talcij 
latcd  to  open  h  more  ssaiiriiig  or  li<i|wriil  prospwt  into  ll 
fatnrv;  tbu  ball's  conrse  w&s  not  lo  Iw  eliccknl,  bj  him; 
r«th«r  did  he  wish  to  speed  it  onwiinl  iij  a   power 
iinptiUe,  udIc'&s  the  Free  Soil  p&rtr,  id  tbo  tcrritoij,  eal 
milted  iiiicoitditiunAll^'. 

To  be  eure  Piorce  doe&  not  e^j  this  in  so  many  wor 
He  knows  only  the  duty  to  enforce  the  lawp,  and  tlierefa 
measures  hotli  partiee  with  the  very  fiiuiie  nicicnre.      Wi 
the  tame  mea<.iirc!     As  if  tliat  wotild  etiU  Itave  been 
eible!     The  pru-shiver^'  parlv  had  nbtHined  nit  it  wantt 
ihnuigh   th«   tfrrilMrial   ]a.wt,  it   had  hedged   antunJ 
■■  peculiar  iui«litution*'  with  tttronjivr  It-giil  safe-^ards  than 
any  »lave  6tate  had.     To  enforce  the  laws,  meant  to  gori 
anlvc  tu  the  pnusIaverT  party  the  ["Ofesession  of  i-vfrrlhti 
which  it  had  gsined  hj  forue  and   fraud.     It,  tliL-rx-fiti 
ebonid,  in  jn^tice,  liave  been  completely  fiati«fieij  if 
president  attended  to  the  dnties  of  bis  iftScc  as  enforcer  i 
the  lau-s,  without  pAving  any  attc*nti><n  to  the  quoatif 
against    whom     their    edge    was     tnniud.      And    api 
cntly  he  pivmi^   to  do  that.      After  callinfr  att«nt 
to    the    inct    that   he   might    place   iit    Uit-    diAji^aal 
the  marshal.  at>  a  po«te    cotnU<ttuat    the    ft-tlertil 
sutioned  in  the  tcrrititry,  and  if  these  wera  not  DufRcit 
employ  the  n-innining  armed  power  of  llie  Union  a* 
u   the  mitttia  of  onv  or  Mveral  slate;^,  he  «nm5  np 
whole  r«iuoning  in  the  dwiantjon  that  It  la  his  itfiiterutl 
duty  to  snmnton  all  tho  power  of  the  federal  cxecutivoj 
maiiitnin    pnliHc    order    lu     the    tvrrilory,    to   aawrt    tt 
snprenmcy  of  the  ftHleral  and  terriiitrial  lavs  ^(iin»t 
atteinpU  at  or^mxcd  resistanoe  and  to  protect  the  |»«| 
Intion  apiin^t  all   iniurfeivncc  from  wiihont   in  the  rig" 
gnaranteod    them    by    the   constitution  to  deti:nuine 
abaiaeter  of  their  institutions  and  to  guvvra  ihumMth 
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But,  on  closer  examination  uf  the  foi-ugniiit^  iilteranreji  il 
treCHinc  apjmroiit  that  tliia  V(iiK*hi(ltii,i;  !>(>iiu>uec  ruoiiil  in 
rwility  the  very  roveree  of  what  it  proieiided  lo  int'an. 

Pierce  haJ  before  tliie  enipli»tirallj  declarwd  that  a 
request  of  tlic  territorial  antlioritiee  for  the  aid  of  the 
fwlcral  government  would  be  graTlt<^d.  if  tiioy  could  not 
protect  thcinecU-cs  from  invti^iunb  of  citizens  from  othcT 
«tatc8 — whatever  object  fiiioh  invnFiioiiii  iiii;;iit  liuvo.'  Was 
lii  declaration  diriictwl  only  apuinKt  the  Mies'HirinnBil  Hk 
previoiuly  chamctvrizL-d  prtipiigandist  oolonizatiun  lijr 
Emigmiil  Aiil  BtiuieticK  us  the  chum:  of  all  the  tninhle^ 
uid  as  au  unwarntnlifd  interference  in  the  uffairs  of  ihe 
lerritorv,  whieh  would  necessarily  Ite  followed  by  counter- 
movements  on  llie  part  of  the  iiuighlK)riRg  tlave  slater  niid 
especially  uf  JKisi^iiiirr  uliidi  Imrdered  im  the  terntorv.  If 
tjiis  propa^iiiidittt  colonization  fontiniied  aiiil  assuined  |)er- 
iiape  Btill  {freater  profiorliong,  tlmt  is  if  a  great  number  of 
Freo-Soilere  immigriited,  a  pan  of  whom  were  aseiettd  In 
any  way  by  the  Kini;^niiit  Aid  Sueietlce,  was  this  immi- 
gration loo  an  invasion,'  to  oppoee  wliioh  the  aid  of  tliu 
fodoral  government  wh&  to  bo  gnintvd  at  the  reqiiest  of  the 
lerritorinl  iiutliorititi^'j  Blioiild  the  Fiuspirion  that  this  wii^ 
tlie  riglil  interpretiition  of  the  duclanitinn  be  disini^M-d 
simpljT  because  il  irnpnled  an  enonnity  to  the  prc»idci)l? 
The  m\l  sentence  conlatneil  the  an!>\ver  to  thiit  qiieHtiun. 
Pierce  continued  to  say  that  It  is  not  tlie  duly  of  the 
preaidonl  Ui  vtdunieer  iuierpoflition  hy  force  to  preser^'u 
the  purity  of  elceltuna  in  a  elate  or  territory,  for  that 
vould  be  to  Bubvei-t  public  liticrty.     The  lej»a!  relation  of 


'"  .  trliMlier  for  ilie  purpose  ordecidlogvleclfoDAorany  olUer." 
SiaiMinan'*  Manitnl.  HI.,  p.  3IS3. 

'Tliv  Moicnre  In  ili«  ine^ni;«  tsatiU  mor«  general  inobarM-tprlhan 
■|ipeart  Trom  the  l«xl<  tincc  aol  thv  aoun  but  Ibeverb  [•  uaedi  "If  the 
ttnUoty  b»  iuTHilftd." 
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the  president  as  well  as  of  Ihe  other  federal  nnthoriHcf;  to 
tlie  stHtt^e,  and  their  legal  relation  to  the  territories  are 
essentiall^T  different,  and  hence  it  was  a  mere  trick  of  the 
pettifogger  to  drag  the  6tate«  in  here,  where  there  was  no 
qaestion  of  states  at  all.  The  principle  thafl  stated, 
hciwever,oon1d  not  be  assailp^l.  even  so  far  as  the  lerritoriea 
were  concerned;  it  was  nothing  more  tlian  aooinmonploceL 
But  the  tnesaage  was  not  a  theoretical  treatise  on  oonBtitti- 
tional  doctrines;  it  waa  a  political  manifesto  and  had 
to  dn  witli  a  concrete  {political  qneetion.  Hence  thU  sen- 
tence had  to  tfe  read  in  connection  with  tlte  declarations 
already  mentioned,  in  the  light  which  tlic  events  of  the 
past  rear  threw  on  the  message,  and  no  one  conld  read  it 
in  that  H^ht  withont  the  ficalea  dropping  from  his  ejes, 
even  if  he  had  allowed  liimself  to  he  deceived  np  to  tliif 
time.  Fierce  tore  tlie  ina»k  from  his  face  with  bis  own 
hand. 

VHiy  did  Pierce  here  pjhiiI:  only  of  the  duly  of  the 
president^  If  this  had  been  a  case  in  which  Btalce  and 
only  states  were  interested,  there  wunld  not  have  been  the 
least  d.iubt  that  he  had  no  riffht  to  volunteer  tnterpontion 
and  he  would  have  £q  eiateil,  Wause  it  meant  a  great  doiU 
more.  Bnt  it  wbb  the  case  of  a  territory  and  only  of  a 
territory.  Whether  he  did  not  have  the  right  to  such  an 
interposition  in  a  territory  under  certain  circa  iiistauct'g 
wa»  a  very  ditft-rcnt  qwCition,  and  if  that  qneetion  were 
anitwt^red  in  tlie  nffirmativc,  the  furtticr  qncstion  had  to  be 
raised  and  answered  whether  in  this  pirticnlur  case,  unite 
of  the  general  role  correctly  given  by  him,  the  exercise  of 
ihikt  right  was  not  his  dnty.  Even  if  one  wished  to  admit 
that  these  qnestions  might  be  answered  very  variooslr 
hotli  from  a  constitnli-inal  and  from  a  political  point  of 
view,  it  was  undoubted  that  tliey  must  be  raised  and 
weighed    witJi    the    moat    Bcnipnions  oonsciontioasncM, 
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iiie«  tbe  hietor]:  of  tlio  Kaasas  troubles  thus  far  hsd 
mMie  it  cle*r  that  othcrvrieo  the  doctrine  of  Uie  ni<!g£aj{c 
vrould  uDoonditiQiially  place  the  whole  power  of  the  Inderal 
oxccutirc  ut  the  disposal  of  the  pro-fila%-er;  party  of  tim 
territory.  On  tbc  one  liHiid,  the  declaration  was  made 
without  an^'  limitation,  that,  if  it  lihould  be  necessary,  the 
state  militia  aad  tlie  armed  i)Ower  of  the  Union  would  be 
aummoued  to  suppress  any  attempt  at  organized  reaistauce 
to  the  federal  or  territorial  laws,  that  is  that  nu  tugging  at 
the  chains  In  which  Kaneae  had  been  bound  by  the  Border 
Rufliana  shonld  be  endured;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Msomnce  that  stejtK  would  be  taken  against  renewed  acts 
of  violence  by  the  iUssouriaoe  waa  couyloci  with  the  pro- 
vision that  the  territorial  anChoritice,  that  is  the  agents  of 
the  federal  executivu  and  the  creatures  of  the  Burdcr 
RufiiaDB,  ehould  re<iuesl  such  interference.  The  proiiiisu 
to  protect  tlie  right  of  eelf-deteruiinntiou  and  evlf-govern- 
meiit  against  iutcrfcreucc  from  without  was,  therefuri^ 
turned,  bo  far  as  the  Fr<>c.Soitera  wore  concerned  into  a 
piece  of  mockery  by  this  ]>rx>visiuii,  for  that  their  oppres. 
sors  would  not  call  upon  the  president  to  oppose  thein- 
eelvee  and  their  oKfX  action  was  self-evidcut;  the  latter,  on 
the  other  hand,  might  hope  that  they  would  not  ai^k  in 
vain  for  his  intervention  against  the  propaj^andist  coloni- 
Mtion,  if  the  influx  of  the  Froe-Sriilers  should  rcAcli  pro- 
portions large  enough  to  make  it  seem  adrisablc  to  call  it 
an  inviLbiitii. 

Picivjc  had  indeed  had  reason  to  clmractcrizo  the  situn- 
limi  aj»  one  of  terrible  Beriouaneas.  It  would  have  been  a 
frightfully  grave  one,  even  if  «  Washingtou  had  eat  in  the 
presidential  chair,  bat  it  was  all  the  more  eo,  a^  Pierce 
who  bad  convicted  himsi'lf  of  being  a  party  man  of  the 
worst  Idnd,  held  it.  Even  the  hi'utal  regai-dlessnei^  of 
conaequeaeea  of  a  Jackeoa  would  liave  been  les6  daiigeroos 
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tlmn  thiB  incndnctoiis,  hypocritical  sophistry.  Jackson 
with  his  Bclf-couecious  frankness  wonid,  by  hie  vij,'oro«» 
notion,  have  at  least  introduceil  clearaeed  into  the  sittintioa, 
M'liilc  Pierce  lehiDd  the  mask,  of  guardiuji  of  the  lnw  and 
Catonic  iKneritj  and  faithfulness  to  dnty,  l>y  hie  lanytrr- 
liku  urt«,  rutnnliratcd  it  iiiorv  und  luDre,  tliat,  in  tlic  numv 
of  tlic  law  and  thv  constitution,  jnsticc  and  Hji^lit  might 
Ins  Irainjdcd  in  the  dwat.  The  time*  wert;  iKrcouiitij;  incirci 
and  uiorc  viulent,  uud  the  men  to  whose  hands  the  fcliij) 
of  «tate  liad  been  c«inflded  became  more  ajid  moro  petty  aod 
more  impure.  Deoeit,cunniiixand  hypocrisy  threatened  to 
become  tbo  solo  EuliBtaace  of  ibeir  stutonmnliko  wisdom; 
and  yet  ono  fceU  more  tempted  to  pity  than  to  upbraid 
tliem,  for  they  deceived  not  only  tho  people  bnt  tliom- 
selniB,  and  were  condemned  to  reap  the  frnit  which  wim 
grown  and  matnrod  not  only  by  their  mwo  and  their  pn^^- 
dcecMora'  wrongs  and  sins,  but  by  the  power  of  matcriat 
circnmslaocee,  from  the  seed  tlic  pi>isunoiia  nature  of 
vliich  no  one  rwcojrnizcd,  when  eeiittiriea  before,  it  wa« 
pluntL-d  in  the  ^ruuiid  a»  aii  insi^iiticant  grain.  Bui  how- 
ever their  guilt  may  be  estitimtcd,  their  policy  guided  tlie 
«li  ip  bffoi-e  the  storm  on  to  the  wild  breakers.  The  Ltemo- 
cratic  partj'  by  its  meadaeity  which  ate  deeper  and  deeper, 
labored  With  -^iant  power  at  ite  own  destrnction,  and  thai 
did  that  which  more  tlian  anything  i-lse  neceleraJed  tli« 
coming  of  the  inevitable  catnutrophe.  The  pmceaa  of  its 
ititemid  dlsM^lntion  had  already  gone  bo  far  that  the  [.larty 
bad  l)ecomo  incapable  of  solving  any  positive  problem; 
but  in  tho  problem  or  taek  of  det-t ruction,  it  was  able,  as 
compai-ed  with  the  nnorganizcd  crwwd  of  it*  opiMoents. 
to  develop  ODormotu  strength,  bociiuse  by  deceit  and  for«e 
it  had  miulc  the  letter  of  the  Utw  ita  »crvanL  Vrtjm  tlie 
prpsidtnt  it  luid  now  Ibnually  reeeiN-ed,  befure  the  entire 
oiiuiitryf  ihu  anouruucu    that   he    would    utH)    tJiia  advaut< 


ovaa  s  naQLmtos. 
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t  possesgfd  to  tiie  ftilleet  extent  Tlmt  tb^ 
the  senate  \roii1d  support  him  in  this  willi  all 
their  strength  irit«  ohvioaSt  and  from  the  ranks  of  the 
opponunts  the  expectation  cxprossoi!  by  the  «ttoriiey-gcri- 
eml  in  the  oflicini  fipinion  above  referred  to,  that  tJie 
#Uvocracy  might  count  jiwt  M  confidently  on  theSnprcme 
Court  of  tho  United  States,  v&s  emphatlcAlly  confirmed. 
'Would,  could  tho  ekili,  cucrgj'  and  liJclIty  to  convictiou 
ol  the  plurality  tu  llic  lioueu  vt'  n-preaenUttivcs  iiiwie  up 
of  tlio  moat  Tarioug  elements  loosely  held  ti^thor  and 
who  had  jiut  choacii  Rniika  us  sjjcuker  imthce  now  to  take 
up  the  struggle  »gaiiii>t  the  three  other  factors  of  govenu 
uiont,  witJi  any  prii«peet  of  iueeesx? 

On  the  26tli  uf  January,  Dunn  mared  a  reeohition  !n 

wliieh  the  resloratioii  n(  tlic  Misaouri  rotilricfiou  was  do- 

clan-*!  a  necessary  and  certain  means  to  revive  Iho  eonwrd 

and  harmony  botwecii  tho  states  of  the  Union  eseeatial  to 

the  welfare   of  the   country  and   the   permanence  of  its 

ji^titutioos.'     If  the  view  represented  l>y  the  rcaolution 

^Hw  NT«II    founded,    the  welfiu'e   of  the   country  and    tlie 

V  jwrnianence  of  its  int^titntiona  miiBt  have  ticen  in  a  Ijnd 

way,  for  the  roiMilutinn  wa*  ailnpted  hy  a  majitrily  of  only 

imc  vutB — 101  againHt   100 — and  the  wry  opposite  claim 

wiu  made,  that  the  reBtoratioitof  the  Mifsonri  eoiiipromisc 

wuuld  undoiiUedly  he  followed  by  the  dissolution  uf  the 

Uniuu.s     A  part  of  the  minority  had  already  gone  even 

■Cnni^r  Olobe.  let  i<e^  .  31th  Congr,  {k  300. 

»McSItilliti«f  VirKiDU  bod  Mid  lathe  wnnte.  Det,  IWn:  "  .  . 
OnriKinhera  brethren  miiitjik^  ibe  cbiiracier  of  ih«  Houtti  Tlipy  sup- 
pOM  tkatihe  Muih^ra  dlsuninnliUiirfl  coallnrd  to  the  Calboiin  wing 
of  ibe  Deinocnillc  parij.  Tliw,  Mr,  is  iha  grenlosi  error  ih»t  ibo  peo- 
ple or  tU»  north  hitva  ever  rallrn  Into.  And  [  \rU  you,  *h.  >n(l  I  want 
Ibe  rvuiiliy  to  know  it  .  .  .  thnl  if  yon  r^ttont  th(>  Miunnri  n^m- 
[iroraiM,  or  rrprn)  ih<-  Fiicitivt  HUre  T.uir,  this  Cniiin  will  be  dls- 
tolvfld.    (Lauj;lit&r,  and  cijes  of  '  Oli.  ool')    G«iiU«in«ji,  luugbiog  It 
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a  greAt  way  farther  thao  this,  in  their  dednrationa.  The 
restoration  of  the  Hiasour!  restriction  was  of  ronrao  possi- 
ble onljr  proTided  the  "Rejinblicuns  liaJ  a  innjuritj  iu  ihe 
two  liuiisus  of  congrcHk  and  there  were  a  llepubllcau  in 
llie  piviiidetitiat  chnir.  Bui  Buyce  of  South  Carcitiua  had, 
on  the  4th  of  Jannarj-,  aniioniieed  tiiat  tlie  Union  would 
1)Q  ip9o/acto  dieaolvcd,  the  moment  supremacy  passod  into 
the  hands  of  the  Kepnblican  party.*  Thl«  wia  proof  of 
tlte  fact  that  the  couth  valued  slavery  more  than  it  did  the 
Union.  "  To  rule  or  rain"  wu  the  motto  i.>f  the  ^lavo- 
cravy,  because  circnmetjinccs  left  it  no  other  cliuicc.  The 
reniaiiiiti^  of  the  slave  states  in  the  Union  depended  on 
their  political  enpreuiacjr  in  it  aa  b  oouditioo  precedent, 
for  the  democratic  spirit  of  freedom  (leaving  elaverj  out 
of  coil siilcp.it ion),  tlie  vital  principle  not  only  of  the  fed- 
eral constitntioQ  bat  of  the  inatitutionA  of  all  the  iodi- 
vidua]  btate*  sprung  from  the  clutracter  of  the  people  and 
from  actual  circumstances,  the  moral-religloua  conKciuu»- 
new  of  tlie  age  aud  rbe  tendonoies  and  factors  which  were 
daily  growing  in  strength  in  the  economic  life  of  the  entire 
civilized  world,  came  into  more  and  more  flagrant  »ttd 
universal  contradiction  with  slavery;  and  the  slavoonicy 
had  to  oppoM  to  the  ouElnii^ht  of  all  tlie^e  foroe*  onW  the 
arlifioiAt  safeguardi  which  it  had  oaased  to  be  ornrtrd  for 
it«elf  by  i-ieun»iderale  misiue  of  the  polilicul  powers. 
Bat  its  uppoucQis  did  not  yot  nnderslaad  that  they  madfil 
the  continuance  of  slavery  inipi>««iblc  by  breaking  the 
power  of  the  slavocnicy,  and  hvnce  they  did  not  boliure 
tltaC  the  Union  was  B«rion£ly  mcuaoed.     Tlw  nearer  tliey 

nv  iwrt  of  ava  4u^.    If  l««f1iiB(  «rvr«  argvaiMitSt  tha  ral'j 
b*  w»ll  «rcMd  btr*  tMhf:  bu  tUs  la  na  Iwj^tse  fnlty 
p.  f  I. 
•  1K»-  lU.    a«  1*0.  Mbw^tMatlr.  Sbomr  ef  AIiWm.  IU,  Aiv^ 
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broogLt  tbc  catiutroplie,  by  their  endeavors,  tbe  firmer 
became  tlicir  conviction  tliat  vliat  in  rcalitj  \va&  simply 
%a  anuounc«meut  was  nu  empty  tlii-cat  The  majority  of 
tliCtD  did  nut  iiuftwt:r  witli  Hule  that  i\tl  the  6glitiii^  wtnild 
not  be  on  one  side,  if  t!ie  soutU  really,  as  Jones  of  Tutmes- 
see  hod  stated  in  tbe  senate,  on  tbe  25th  of  Febraary.  naa 
to  begin  u  war  to  tlie  knife,'  fortliey  believed  with  S*'\iard 
that  tbe  glave  etntoB  would  80on  return,  if  they  kept  llielr 
word  and  receded.'  But  it  was  prerieely  the  hot^piire  of 
tlie  party  who  did  not  gnmt  this  pwi&ibitity.  Wilson  bad 
OQ  the  13lh  of  July,  1855,  in  the  Kepiiblieim  state  con> 
vcntion  of  Itidiaua,  at  Indiiinapulit^  culled  all  th rente  of 
seceeaion  *<idle  talk,"'  (iruiigerof  New  York  nuw  declnreit 


'  "  The  8«Diitor  »y»  tliere  may  Im  a  pow«r  Ibat  aliiill  »_v,  Tliu*  I'v 
ilialt  Iboa  go,  and  no  funbcr*  Good!  gnodt  Sir,  t  bnpe  U  vill 
eoma;  aotl,  ir  it  enroot  to  Idnod,  lei  lilood  conie.  Gut  1  lell  yoar 
prMJdcBl  ot  Ibe  Uailetl  BUlets  who  tbrc&Iess  to  eeod  ha  myruiidoof 
tOSliooldowD  til*  iivD  inh)kl>iiuni4  uf  Khfuiui,  Wi  liitii  ISit<.  I  (cll  you 
Ui«  6m  federal  gno  ilini  la  l^red  fi  B)ir>i>t  down  ooe  of  ihose  laliabil- 
snU  V III  n:tK>  narl  rrvrrliciutc  over  tlir  bilU  uid  llr  viillc>'»  af  tills 
Und;  and  tjA  will  find  Itmt,  like  Itliuderic  DIiu*h  oieD,  ibe  freemen 
will  cotuo  uj<,  and  lb«  fij^Iil  vrtll  not  bo  tttt  oa  od«  aiil-v  No,  *ir;  U* 
thaX  iMiie  muM  come,  le;  ll  come;  Aod  h  eiuiunt  couie  lou  scmu  .  . 
Ibe BeDxtiPT  rrniD  TnnitirMoo  f^luttntl  lilti  vppct^b  ulili  tlip  lltiislrious 
flgore  of  (be  bowi^-knlfe,  ftnd  lie  ibreaieas  Uial  we  etmll  bftve  war  to 
Ike  knife,  and  Hie  ka'itr  lu  llic  hilu  Sir,  Parfian  blwd  bat  nin  always 
■bratik  frnmeT«D  tbose  «nvotini«rB;  and  wh«n  tlie  unr  has  been  pro- 
cJaimMl  with  Ibv  kniTv,  and  Itiu  knire  to  Ibe  bill,  Ibe  t>t«el  hfw  aom«- 
timm  Kli'ieoed  la  ttieir  biuid«;  iind,  vrben  ihe  bttiilp  maa  over,  Ibey 
i»«T«  not  nlwaya  found   second   best."     Congr.   Globe,  Ist  Bom.,  34lh 

0»yT»  P-  «W- 

■"If  «*#r  ibayahall,  in  a  Maaon  of  madnMi,  seceda  from  that 
L'aioD  and  pmvtVke  ihul  war,  Ibcy  wilt — noon  coma  bark  af^in. 

"Nur  aretliew  llireau  Uiu  tlireain  of  alareboldera  llieniaelvai.  Tfaey 

nro  arguiueotfi  uf  iMjIlticiaaa  In  bvbulfof  Iheilavelioldera."  ^Sawwd's 

Worh«.IV..p.24». 

*  "Th**  *ouih  lalks  of  dliunlon.    It  Is  idle  talk.     No,  they  don'l  be- 

I  llet«  il  IbvnuelvM.    Tb^y  iliwutvo  ib«  Uiiion!    Tliey  c-onmltute  bat 

I  UB»Uilrcl  t>f  tlie  pupuUtivii,  mid  oovfinb  of  tL«  pov  «r  uf  tbe  country, 
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them  (March  18,  1856),  "silly  nonsense,**'  and  Wilson 
eixin  roee  to  tlie  oniincnoc  of  innking  the  nseertion  that 
tlie  people  xvho  uttered  those  impotent  thrcnts  could  not 
even  be  gotten  out  of  the  Union  by  kic1c«. '  The  Icndon 
of  tho  new  party  «'liJcli  was  forming  spdke  in  this  w«y, 
while,  in  the  south,  wereheai-d  even  now  voices  vhicU  de- 
mandcii  thnt  tlie  scandalous  tsilk  a1)out  the  *'gtorioas 
Union'' ehuidd  be  made  an  indictable  crime,  until  the 
gang  was  crushed  out,"  to  wliom,  as  others  confessed, 
the  future  in  the  nortii  must  belong.* 

It  could  not  but  be  that,  sooner  or  later,  the  fact  that 
the  trill-  .slMiiition  of  the  slnviiiTaej  was  so  little  Hiiderstuud, 
and  that,  thurfforc,  pvopio  ilce4:ivcd  tliem^elves  f>o  greatly 
as  to  the  eeriouaiiess  of  theeie  threats,  would  boar  bitter 
fruit.  But  in  this  fact  there  was  in  the  beginning  an 
element  of  htiiyiiglh  for  tJie  oppositiim,  Tlie  fornmtinii  of 
the  Jtejiulilieau  party  would  have  been  rendered  very  difli- 


ADd  iboy  li)iTr>  tliat  element  nr  clnitrucitnn   uiioiik  ilinm  or  wbldi 
Je0«TBnn  «ui(l.  'No  mSD  could  luy  liis  licn<l    tii>(>»  hH  pillow  in  saftty 
III  llic  iiiiilfll  6t  it.'     T1i«  aaiiilL  Joii't  iiit^aa    to  dis-tulvr   ihi-   I'nfon. 
Tiioy  l(Di)W  ihnl   ll   is   Uioir  Niit-iiLl.  juililioitl.   wotl.  I  b^d  aliuou  fttiid.. 
ilivir  etcmal  sitlvatioa,  lo  remain  in  ibe  Union."    Tlie  N.  V.  TrUfunt^ 
Jnly  IS,  I8.M, 

'  "  Siieli  ibr«a»  are  Idle ;  ilit'y  r^nie  to  tllslnrb.  Liki»  lh«  ruttl*  i 
tbti  tail  of  ■  loiitlilcM  KDuko,  Ibcy  an  liouid  wiiboul  alnnu.  DimujIv 
ihiiL'nioD!  Wliodlssolr«  tiT  Tlie  norili  will  noL  Tin- wiuib  dw 
not.  Tlift  worlcL  In  iirnDi  i^annnt.  Awny  irlili  tuch  silly  uuii>«a>e! 
Collar.  G1()I>B,  let  Soss.,  34tli  Cuupr,  p.  ft'J). 

*".Sir.  yiiii  (Hnnol  kirk  out  uf  tli«  I'uion  tlifl  niflii  vrbo  utiar  iL< 
irupoleiiT  chr^iil^''     lb.,  Append,,  p.  804. 

'"The  wiinis  •  Ktitrimw  Union'  ntiould  lie   nmilp    Indldalilf. 
ii£idtiu  ilie  pence  and  dignity  of  the  coiumoDKcnlib  ;  uod   ilin<-nive 
u'jjn  hIioiii  ilinm  on  6V6ry   itKlon<^nt   ui^cniion,  ouj^hl  lo  t>e   plllorl 
Hud  cTupyf'i!  ol'  ilielr  long  ears,  for  contempt  of  ibe  coiuiiioiim-Allb 
from  tiov  uutll  tii>wiird  and  bis  party  are  cruxbiKl  t>)'  ant'vern'beliiiS 
DorllK.TQ  vol«-"    Tlie  HiclimODd   Ktotninrr,  Oct.  19,  ISJi}. 

*  n<)>'ce  in  ibe  siieec^b  cited.    Cuugr.  Globe,  IM  8*sj-,  Mlb  Cois 
p.  l-W. 
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grentlv  wliinlwl,  if  peopl«  hwl  Ijecii  clenr  ag  to 
III'    <ro»sf(|iiPiicea.     This    ingennnusnesa  wu»    tlie   best 
fjiiaraiily  thai  tlie  majority  of  the  bougie  of  KprHeRnlatiTea, 
^biiiuH  as  it  was,  u'ouUl  carry  on  the  stni^g1(>  for  Kitn^as 
^■rith  a  determination  and  tenacity  which  mi^ht  perhaps 
BKCompIij'li  all  that  could  be  aooomplieheJ,  that  is,  trans- 
mit tltc  KansM  question  to  tbe  next  congre^^i  titid  the  next 
Hpn-^iJcut,  ue  Hii  tineotvctl  proMi-in.     IT  tliiii  liappt'iiv^l,  all 
Htlie  victuricn  wlitdi  ihv  hlitvchulding  iiitrru^t  Lad  time  far 
won    bj    tlie  MitAotiriium   and    tlie   pix-sidviit,  M'onid  ba 
not  onlj  friiitlfss,  \mi  wotild  contrihiiK.-  to  it*  ruin.     Pierce 

I¥*ould  then  be  all  the  better  coinbacatit  for  fi-ecdom,  tlie 
inore  zealously  and  auccesafidly  he  labored  for  the  cona- 
plete  triumph  of  the  8la?ocracy,  by  placiug  biniself 
bniirely  Hiid  exeliif^i^-i'Iy  on  the  ground  of  accomptisheil 
{iu.'t«,  tluit  he  ini^ltt.  be  ever  iiblo  to  erfiite  new  laeta 
which  opposed  to  its  opponentg  an  insiiniiountiible 
ruiiipnrt. 

On  the  1 1th  of  FchniAry,  he  followed  the  KRnsas  nie«- 

SAge  by  a  Kiiiiea^  |)rui:Iniimtioii.  >      In  liic  house  of  repre- 

eti  tat  Ives,  DO  inution  hod.  been  made  on  the  part  of  tlie 

Inajority,  from  which  Buy   tUiti^  cnuld  be  learned  as  to 

|thi:ir  plan  of  ditt-rntion,  and  in  KaitsitA  nulliing  remarkable 

[liad  lut]>pencd,  aince  the  murder  of  Ilrawn,     There  was 

tlii-refore,  tio  immediate  occasion  for  this  new  atep  on  the 

irt  of  tlie  president.     Yet.  the  step  conM  not  surprise 

tjiiiyotie,  for  if  Pierce  wit^ht'd  to  ciirry  out  the  prr)</rauime 

[inliinated   in   tlie  ineitfa^,  he  had,  io   accordance   with 

tmditidiial  Ufcage.  t>j  inform  the  jH^ople  of  it.  in  thiK  «o1oiim 

fiTin.     The  metii^n^u  not  only  aunuuueed  to    tlio    people 

^k^hat  ho  liad  eaid  in  his  rnosu^  to  congress;  it  did  more: 

Pierce  in  it  nroceedwl  from  worda  to  nctiim.     Hut  people 

had  not  surrendered  tlicinselve»  to  the  itln«iou    that  he 

' (iuii««niiui-<i  Montwl,  III.,  [»)).  3135,  UliSi. 
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vonid  not  renture  to  keep  Iiie  word.  And  eooeidering  liU 
w>y  of  luokiufi;  ftt  the  political  ond  coaetitutional  queetion, 
tliera  wae  not  tlie  least  reaeon  why  lie  should  deUj  doing 
eo.  Th&t  tlie  Free-Boil  party  of  tlio  territory  bad  iieitlicr 
been  converted  bj  the  reasoning  of  the  mceaage,  nor  «* 
terrified  by  its  threats,  that  their  submiMion  conld  he 
expected,  was  bevond  a  dotibt,  and  hence  one  of  the  c-aaes 
Kco&e  in  which  m-^onling  to  ibe  doctrine  of  the  me^^agc 
the  eiupluymeut  of  all  tlie  means  at  the  command  of  thv 
federal  executive,  for  the  inaiuteQance  of  tbe  iiipremacj 
of  the  law,  became  the  iin|)C'rative  duty  of  thu  presideuL 

Pierce  of  conr«c  did  not  jii^iily  the  issue  of  the  pn-wtU- 
mation  iu  this  manner.  That  documeoc  did  not  eay  litat 
tho  slavery  qucction  had  anything  whniever  to  do  with  the 
troubles  in  KaD»a»,  but  only  in  a  very  general  way  that 
tiie  territorial  authorities  did  not  meet  with  tbfi  oU.'dience 
due  them,  and  that  citisens  of  neighboring  and  distant 
Btatee  wt.'r<?  attempting  unlawful  interference  iu  the  tnteroal 
aHairaofUiB  territory.  And  the  president  did  not  need 
to  say  more,  for,  so  far  as  Kansas  was  concerned,  he  lud 
no  wish  and  no  will  rfgardJng  the  slavery  question.  Tlic 
organic  law  guaranteed  the  territory  the  fundumontal 
principle  of  Amcncan  nationality,  tbe  right  of  sc'lf-det«r- 
mination,  and  it  was  not  ^mly  the  sworn  duty  of  tbe  presi- 
dent, but  in  harmony  with  his  own  firmp«t  oonvietions,  to 
ee«  to  tbe  unabridged  ex«rci&e  uf  tliat  right.  Ue  sbouU 
not  and  would  not  inquire  who  oppoaed  the  Irw«,  or  why 
tlifv  were  opposed,  lie  told  the  citizens  of  tlie  neigfalnr- 
ing  etatea  who  conteinpktnl  armed  intervention,  as  woll 
as  the  iiiluihitanbi  of  distant  states  who  were  Collecting 
luoaey,  i-iilisting  men  and  procuring  anns  for  the  aiunc 
object,  (!)  that  ho  would  sinnmon  not  only  the  territorial 
tnilitia  but  also  die  federal  troops  (o  protect  all  taw* 
abiding  inhabitanu  of  the  terriu<ry  agaiuat  any  infringe- 
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"ment  of  their  rigliU.  The  proclttrastion  does  not  «aj  one 
word  about  tho  tilnvcrj  question,  and  then;  is  not  a  word 
in  it  to  snggest  that  tlic  president  harbored  the  views  of 
•ny  party,  to  say  nothing  of  his  endoftvoring  to  promote 
the  interest  of  any  party.  The  percoa  who  rc»d»  this 
manifcdto  without  knowing  its  previous  hiatory  will  b«nd 
reepeclfully  before  the  man  who  knon-a  nothing  of  frienda 
or  fo^,  bnt  only  of  hie  dnty  and  of  juatice  in  the  exercise 
of  hia  otBce.  But  when  that  previous  history  becomes 
knowD,  the  brilliant  aoap-bubble  burata  and  falls  a  dirty 
drop  to  the  ground.  The  real  subetance  of  tho  proclama- 
tion was  contained  in  a  single  word.  If  there  hw\  been 
qoeftion  of  nothing  but  the  eonstitution,  tlie  laws  of  the. 
UnioD  and  the  organic  taw  with  Pierce,  he  would  have 

IBav^l  pnper  and  infe,  for  the  Fi-ee-Soil  party  did  not  wi?li 
to  insnit  their  "majesty;"  resistunce  to  the  territorial 
Uwi  which  had  bonnd  the  territory  in  chains  and  handed 
it  orCT  to  the  elavocracy  waa  the  insurrection  which  he 
promised  to  suppress  by  armed  force.  On  tho  15th  of 
Febniary,  the  secretary  of  Mar.  JeffcrBon  Davis,  aont orders 
to  colonela  Suumcr  and  Couke  lu  place  thcmeelvc*  to  tliat 
jHend  at  the  diaposal  of  governor  Siiannon,  together  with 
"their  ii-oopa.* 

Two  days  before  tho  flp|)earanca  of  the  proclamation, 
the  Xew  Hampshire  Patriot,  the  organ  of  the  adminie- 
tration,  pnbliehed  in  the  president's  own  native  state,  had 
declared  the  Kansas- Nebrnaka  bill  the  most  glorious  and 
fruitful  victory  which  had  ever  been  won  in  tho  United 
Slates  for  the  cause  of  freedom;  even  tho  most  zealous 
^sbolitionietfi  had  to  be  satisfied  and  oiFur  up  praise  and 
^Bthankfigiving  for  the  wonders  it  had  already  worked  and 
which  it  woidd  undoubtedly  work  in  the  fnturc.*     The 

>S«a  Doc,  latftnil  Sd  8«u..  Vol.  XI.,  No. 99,  p.  SO. 

*"  Sliould  oot  sacb  prospects  sallsfy  ibe  most  zealous  aWllttoniM  f 
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Detroit  /V«  Prvaa,  Oau'»  urgan  which  had  likewise 
Iftniied  tho  Kftii^.'ii'-Kclintgkn  bill  as  tlie  triiiTiiph  of  free* 
fJoin,  wa»  uot  nun-  io  tlie  muod  to  sotinil  sacli  nolc*  of 
jiilfilatioR.  On  the  same  9th  nf  FeWimry.  it  wfirtipd  tJie 
prusitlunt  a^^Atnet  treatiog  tbo  rcsistaucc  uf  the  Frec-S'iil 
piurty  to  tlic  territorial  logielntiire  as  treaaonnHe  insnrrec- 
tii-n,  for  never  Wl  »  revolution  been  inore  jnntitiiihlt'.* 
Wtks  it  BiippoMd,  in  the  White  llotiec,  timt  the  people 
wt-r*;  ripe  for  liwllaiii,  and  that  Uicy  conW  he  Bcni-ed  op 
vrith  Buch  orticloft  ae  that  in  the  Kuw  UamftfUire  I\Hn^, 
while  the  iiiukml^  of  thu  24th  of  Janiinrv  >^litl  ooitstitnted 
the  uiiiver&uJ  topic  of  convvrsation,  M-hiletheproclftinntioii 
of  the  lllh  of  Fcbmar^  waft  sent  to  the  printer  and  lli« 
organ  of  one  of  tlio  iuvoDtors  of  *'  popnlar  eoverclgntv  " 
dared  to  env  that  applee  of  Sodom  had  grown  on  the  tree 
uf  the  •*  great  priiii'Iple"  and  tliat  tlie  policy  of  the  ad - 
niinistrarion  threatened  to  torn  men*e  gull  into  a  deadly 
jx'iAont  Wliat  Pienw  might  be  able  to  Hecoiitpli^ti  with 
bis  dragoons  remained  to  be  »eeQ,  but  in  the  nrftennl  of 

Shonid  not  lh»  pain  onlj  wbicb  in  moral  c«niilniy.  crMl«  lb«  nwM 
dsvoiit  thtinksglrisg*  Utah.  New  Mriico.  Nebrnika,  tli»  tvrrltnrj 
g(  a  (lotMi  fuiure  )ui]«iModenl  naleft.  uh)  Kkobb,  ail  tur«  to  be  tme, 
lt»si(l«(>  Iwn  or  llirrf  t<i  b«  cnrTcd  fVom  Tcxu,  aait  Miwmiri  itwlC  lo 
1»  free  I  wbo  couM  «ipect  »  muchr  Wlio  a*ka  for  mor«l  Tl># 
atmllllnalal*  tiftve  hnrniisi)*"!  f'lt  fn><Hluni.  {irracrbrd  fnr  rrml'ttn.  tad. 
ft(  Mxy  Hj-.  itniyc^l  I'vr  QcmIoiu  ov«r  litis  vaei  lerrlturr.  blioiild  Ihcj 
not  lliook  DeATen  and  be  cootcat  wban  Ibcr;  rcctiva  nliU  lb*} 
adttd* 

"  Ind«ed.  ihrj  dow  Bdmll,  almosi  ^rilkont  an  rxrcption.  ilial  aoeh 
rritiitr*  liBia  Im-pd  MicuTnl  bjr  lliit  Naliruka  bill — reaalu  griDd.p«rva> 
nrni,  and  g|i>riituK  luvU  ai  no  »iBgl«  act  of  eoBgrsM  bu  •far  toaftm 
MM-itrcd. 

"Tlio  NVhraskaUl)  vorkfl  ^oriMMtjr  and  trltnttpbaiiU;  fbr 
No  act  nC  MBV  pr**id«ol  or  anjr  con^reM  ba«  h-cuk^  «>  muelt 
auddvnlT  *oA  >o  mhUjt  For  \\\»tT\j." 

■  "If  tli*r«  waa  «>Tsr Jtuilltntile  caoM  fnr  popalar  rfmliiiioo 
a  usnrpinf  and  u1idi>x)(Hii  gDr«rnia«ot,  Uui  caiiM  bu  eilt;*))  la 
Kamaa.*' 
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Iving  phrnses  it  was  scnrcely  possible  to  finJ  srms  ~wl)idi 
coiilil  remlor  nnv  service.  Tlint  tlio  nortlicrn  men  with 
soutlierii  ]iriiicipl(!e>  n'(»nld  never  give  np  encli  srinor  was 
certsiti.  I)nt  tliose  v-lio  futlovrcd  tliem  did  eo  no  longer  be- 
cause tlioy  believed  tlio&e  plirascd  bat  from  otlibr  iiiutive.% 
i^)inctitiicfi  liotionible  und  eomettioea  dialioiiorable.  >'o 
ig  can  atftnd  before  tlte  dog-daye'  sun :  the  mist^  iimv  roll 
p  into  a  thimder  cloud,  but  the  ecorcliing  ravs  du  iiot  per- 
mit tlicm  to  cling  to  the  ground  like  a  deceptive  veil. 
The  ilont'itimcry  Mil il  liad  already  bailed  the  result  of 
jho  ele<-tioiiii  lo  the  34tli  cougre^  with  lively  8Ktii>raction 
leeaiiH!  now  the  era  of  duplicity  and  hypocrisy  wtn,  oloM-d 
and  the  south  knev  exactly  who  were  its  friends  and  who 
;vere  itn  eueinies.'     It  had  not  then  nor  even  now  come 

'"Cnncernlng  tlie  slaver;  (jiimIIod.  ibe  >oiiib  bu  not  b»»n  fiv 
tniuiy  fCVi  In  ta  fjtilel  a  maoA.  Then- 1«  r  porftct  pUrMfry  of  **n1l- 
meaL  tlirotighoul  tbc  eltTQalites.  We  hare  no  iDdljinaliin  lUf^liDgS — 
lorrSDiR  or  d<-<-lHniHiloi)  anO  il«iiiiuci«il"n— citi  11it.v  iliKxifninc 
nlalinno.  F»r  nil  ih^sa  ilier?  is  n  dcop.  lipf  ]>  raitu  And  llio  r^uoa 
1ti  Dial  Bl  li*Dirll>.  af^pr  decailnit  of  Itkkrrinns.  Ibe  wlioli^  HM'iion  w 
■greed  that  llie  daj-  fi  at  hand.  At  length — at  ten^h.  and  r^>r  Ihe  Ant 
lltno  In  mnny  *  lungy«at-— Ibe  tutilh  occu|:>t#i  her  uriie  poiitloa,  lU). 
inimmltnl  by  thrice  nccarwil  'cnrnpromiau,'  nnd  lonkln; only  to  the 
ronUilnlion  for  thv  ineasur*  of  her  righlx.  For  thi  inl  I'lttu*.  (on, 
ib«  «)■««  li«r  fuialkal  enemies  clolbed  with  Mi  |iower  lodo  ilicrir  wi|), 
Id  ihp  liouseof  r«pr*>««n(ntivea  of  I h«  United  Stales.  Aodlhos  thtre 
la  Tnada,  for  the  finl  limu.  the  true  l^sue  between  ib»  north  am)  the 
touilt-  .  .  .  Tbc  day  of  hypocrisy  and  duplicity  will  be  ovor;  our 
frivudi  viti  l»  nur  m^adv  and  our  •nenil<^  out  en(<iul4» 

"  Tli'ro  nevM  wm  a  tloiB  so  full  of  liip*  (nr  th''  eoiith.  and  for  lb* 
I  .  .  iii'iia:)!.-!?  aiid  thi>  exteoMOii  uf  dlari-ry.  The  wll  of  man  could  not 
I'^i'^i.'  for  UK  n  IwttiT  rclaiiuo  than  ibiit  nlikli  n«  occupy  to  th»  (orcra 
of  rroe^oitiMD.  \Vv  l>nlt1e  out  for  half  our  r{|[b(Bt  but  fur  lli« 
wbole.  .  .  .  Tlipfoulh  can  only  fail  of  ancc«sa  Mid  a  bright  fulnre. 
on  a  aupjMMltlon  which  is  alDioal  an  loaulT  lo  her  to  ma)[»— that  »he 
itoiiMcouHal  to  r«tnnla  in  tlteUoion.  nUcr  one  liruicliof  the  nntir-na) 
•  ji'.utiirp  linil  mmlv  a  liolilMnraie  ntiai-k  U|Km  b«r  rijibts,  b>'  nieiwal 
>ft  lite  FuLiitlvp  Sliive  l.«nr,OT  the  pwsag*  Of  .•  UII  aboIUhingsUv^xy 
io  ilie  lJi*lrii:t  of  Culumtiib 


And 
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to  tin's,  biit  consciously  or  nnconwionsly,  intentionnliT  or 
unwillingly,  it  vrna  connnfr  to  it  on  all  sides,  irrpfliittilily. 
Facts  spoke  &u  luiid  and  no  powerfViltj,  tliat  the  intellect 
Hud  (HMievieiice  of  the  people  eouM  no  longer  be  boand  bj 
cuiulitutiunal  subtleties.  The  adepte  of  the  old  scltool 
«-lio,  ac  the  dnwii  of  the  new  era,  still  possessed  the  larger 
{■art  of  the  p<>litical  stage,  refneed  of  course  to  aee  this, 
bcflaiiee  they  could  not  conceal  from  themselvce  that  their 
remaining  political  capital  did  not  enthco  to  enable  them 
to  maintain  tlioir  place.  They,  therefore,  tried  their  old 
arts  once  more,  bnt  all  they  achiered  vras  that  thej  ^rere 
thk  souner  buried,  without  parade  or  ostontation,  if  not 
witU  sconi. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  the  KationnI  Conneil  of  Know 
Kothingd  met  agaiu  iii  Pliiladelphia.  Wlien  one  recalled 
thv  exciting,  and  as  was  tiniveisally  believed,  the  ver; 
significant  proceedings  at  Its  last  tneGting,  and  then  looked 
at  the  delegates  from  tlie  free  etates,  he  waa  confrunled  by 
an  cnignis.  It  was,  Indeed,  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
relative  number  of  the  friends  of  freedom  and  of  the  coo- 
ftcrvativM,  for  many  of  the  gentlemen  could  nut  tell  tbem- 
Bclrcs  wlictlier  they  belonged  to  the  latter  or  to  the  former. 
The  former  were  certainly  largely  represented,  and  hence 
a  couaiderable  number  of  the  left  wing  of  the  party  must 
have  disapproved  of  the  eecession  of  Jane.  185B.  Were 
the  sccet^ionifits  reproached  with  having  token  too  bold  ■ 
stand  on  the  slavery  qjiestion,  or  were  they  only  blained 
for  having  immediately  withdrawn  instead  of  having  r*- 
niained  under  protect  and  repeating  the  endeavor  on  the 


■•So  we  raj, '  till gnnd  lime'  Is  iKaily  come  God  huun  il!  Our 
|iert[rfe  BM  lis  Kpproach.  «nd  tanft  (I  wftli  quid  MtUfactloo.  Tlierv  ts 
ao  ami  for  a«i*«,  lh«  final  cmitcsi  \t  Jnsi  ahvad,  anil  w«  cutild  ii«4 
Hvolil  It  If  we  would,  nnr  wnnkl  we  If  we  could."  Uu  How,  Comm»r- 
tial  iJfrtVtf,  XIX,,  pp,  189,  1*0. 
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next  opportunity  to  win  over  the  m»jority  tft  their  way  of 
tJiiDkitigl  It  Moii  becaiuo  apparent  tliut  tUere  was  no 
olearnes^  on  this  point  eithor.     The  aiemherfi  wem  found 

^agreed  in  principle  with  the  Accesaiunists,  resolved  not  to 
Hcritice  the  anti-elnvery  principles  to  nativist  nviaheis 
lofilrons  thai  the  party  ehould  act  aa  if  tt  hud  a  veTy  de- 
bided  anti-slarery  pnrj^mniuie  and  yet   intended  to  make 

VuiEcienc  conce6»ione  to  the  Booth  in  respect  to  the  plat- 
form, in  order  to  render  the  continuance  of  the  party  poaai- 
hle.  If  thia  were  achieved,  political  jugglery  nin«t  have 
•levoloped  into  gennlne  mngic. 

Brewbtorof  Ua&HiiQlninettsi  made  a  rnotton  to  strike  the 
12th  section  out  of  the  platform.  The  southern  dcle^tev, 
of  cooree,  would  not  listen  to  this.  Bnt  they  rould  not 
•leny  that  the  SQccc&aes  of  the  partj.  in  the  slare  atntes. 
had  been  very  few,  epite  of  the  I2th  section,  and  that  the 
ktate  electione,  in  the  free  states,  had  shown  none  coiild 
l»o  achieved  in  the  north  with  it.  Hence  the  platform 
i-tiuld  nut  remain  as  it  whs,  unlesH  the  piirty  wialied  U> 
eliminate  the  (jnctttion  of  aiicceaa  entirely  froin  its  calcuU- 
tiuDB.  But  of  tliiA  no  one  ol  course  tlmngiit,  for  sik  K  now- 
XothingiHm  reprewtnted  no  moral  principle,  to  do  so 
would  have  huen  the  very  purest  (Quixotism,  to  which  the 
puny  would  have  felt  teinjited  to  yield,  only  if  nativigm 
had  degenerated  into  fanaticism,  wliioli  was  by  ni>  inean^ 
the  case.  But  before  tliey  came  to  diecnss  what  \\»6  to  be 
[tnt  in  the  place  of  the  ISiIi  section,  another  and  by  no 
Micans  easy  (jnestioa  had  to  be  solved.  The  batttoe  that 
had  been  fon^ht  over  that  section  and  the  consequences 
nliiuU  it«  itdwption  had  had,  luado  it  impoeeibtc  silently  to 
rejioal  it.  Bat  what  reason  could  be  assi^ed  for  elriking 
it  outt  It  conld  neither  be  said  that  there  liud  been  a 
I'liniigf''  of  convictiun,  nor  could  it  be  granted  tlmt  all  tliat 
>iLia  desired  was  to  correct  a  gro»i  tactical  error,  and  yet 
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tJiere  could  W  no  other  jrroiind.  .Tlie  difflcnity  was  anr- 
inoanted  with  really  wonderful  ulcilI.  The  rcwliition  ii* 
tjiiefltion  read:  "  "VTherea*  the  l2tli  section  of  Ui€  nationul 
]>lHtforni  adoptwl  in  June,  1855.  was  neither  propofied  by 
ihesoiitli  nor  sanctioned  hy  tliu  unrth,  he  it  resolved  tliat 
t]i6  aforcsnid  12th  section  he  stricken  out."'  In  somt* 
wAj,  a  stranj^e  egg  had  beeo  deposited  in  the  nest  of  the 
Know  JJotliiugs.  No  one  was  tu  blamu  for  il,  tuid  notbiii|f 
more  •■uuld  be  re^itiired  of  them  than  that  they  should 
cast  it  out.  The  resolution  wa!>  adopted  by  a  i-ote  of  100 
Bf^inot  57.  the  argiiinent  in  favor  of  whicl)  was  a  crom. 
between  a  nursery  tale  and  a  riddle. 

The  12ih  section  was  stricten  out.  hut  not  recalled  nor 
condemned.  The  p«rty  refused  to  ]>as«  any  jadgmont  oo 
it,  but  it  rlid  so  and  struck  it  oat,  iM-eniiso  it  was  not  nntteit 
in  gentimsni.  Hence  the  resolution  did  not  call  for  a  change 
of  tho  Know  Nothing  pro;;i-nmme  bat  for  its  surrender 
The  plac?  of  the  absolute  ifrnoring  of  the  slavery  qneetion 
was  to  bv  taken  by  the  next  best  thing,  the  absolute 
absence  of  a  progranitno,  that  it  not  the  ueutmlity  of  the 
Whigs  who  hiul  wished  to  exclade  tho  question  entirely 
frtim  their  party  prograiime,  but  a  pn>graniine  whicJi  mus 
in  fact  nu  program  me  at  all.  Inuther  words,  anotliar  i:xperi- 
inent  was  to  be  made  with  the  "agree  to  disHgrec"  of  tlie 
Whigs;  but  tills  was  not  admitted:  the  elimination  cif  the 
slavery  question  from  the  party  prc^rauim'^  was  eir«cl«d 
■n  the  garb  of  a  positive  cunfesstun  of  faith;  tltat  is,  tu 
escape  the  fate  of  the  Whigs  who  had  ^leriehed  from  thfiir 
intrinsic  untruCb^  their  formula  \vu6  improved  bj  the 
addition  of  a  second  and  greater  untruth. 

The  rwolotion  on  the  12th  concluded  thus:  "On  tb« 
snbjcct  of  the  slavery  qnestion,  we  .>!und  upon  the  princi- 
]d«s  and  proviiiunft  of  tlie  constitution   of  thu   Uoitvd 

■  Congr.  (Jlobo,  Ist  Ssis.,  84tli  Uoagr,  An-.  t>  1179- 
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BtateSf  yielding  ootliiiig  mure  and  demnndlng  nothing 
tleM.*'  This  wag,  in  the  form  of  K  pontlive  progrmnme. 
the  abeence  <il'  u  pro;{riLmme  on  prineinle,  in  the  sense  jnct 
referred  to,  for  the  two  Imlves  of  iho  pnrtj',  so  far  m  tlic 
burning  question  at  ie^nc  va»  concerned,  drew  directly 
opiKMito  conchieione  fVotn  the  constitution.  Bnt  not  a 
Bingle  word  wm  needed  to  prove  tbut  this  and  thix  onlj 
WM  what  the  rtiftohitiuu  was  int<-'ndcd  tu  say,  for  it  wne 
exprctfwd  ia  the  most  prerise  tenne  that  the  party  had  to 
take  thiB  BtHiid,  and  that  doclarstion  wan  inide  hjr  one  of 
tiic  leaden  of  the  anti-slavei-y  fraction.  Slieetit  of  Indiuiia, 
'Uked  what  would  be  thought  of  a  man  who  wax  struck  in 
the  faoe  by  another  who  then  «ried  out:  I  do  not  with  this 
jniatter  agitnted  any  longer.  Tlie  rejjeid  of  the  Mit^eouri 
iproniise  was  tlic  blow,  and  tlic  12th  section  tho  protcRt 
sgaiuBt  any  fartlier  agitation  of  the  matter.  Uenou  the 
section  had  to  be  done  awny  with.  He  whs,  however, 
ready  for  a  compromise  and  would  accept  the  Washington 
ptatforui,  for  if  it  contained  anything  at  all  on  the  elavcry 
question,  its  doctrine  ou  the  subject  wa«  so  confused  that 
the  public  would  not  be  able  to  disci^ver  what  it  wao,  hclom 
II  preftident  was  elected.*  If  the  I'.tli  section  wiut  dropped, 
tho  party  waa  sure  of  the  entire  north,  and  if  a  good  ninti 
from  the  south  was  nominated,  it  would  win  hs  well  in  the 
•outh  without  that  section  m  it  would  witli  it 

Never  before  had  a  party  been  summoned  with  Kuch 
retolting  stmtgLiforwardnc&s  to  make  its  exisienee  pos- 
sible by  deeeivifl};  ilt^lfand  the  penjile,  with  full  conscious- 
oess,  on  tho  qne^ition  which  made  the  continuoU  duration 
of  the  Union  more  problematical  from  day  to  day.     Bnt 


**■...  b*  wu  willing  Id  acc«])l  tlic  Waililngton  [tlatfonn,  for, 
tr  there  «»«  aiijihiDg  io  it.  il  «M  m>  coT«ri>d  np  wlt1>  verbiage  thai  k 
lirmlileni  would  be  elKted  berore  th«  people  noiili]  itad  out  wlial  It 
WW  all  about" 
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Sheets  li&d  net  ventiirci  loo  much.  Not  only  was  his 
ciiarncterizaiion  of  the  Wiisliingtoii  plattnrtn  gnMrUnl, 
Mcconlitig  to  the  ofliciHl  report,  with  •'tiimiiltnoitsnpjihiuM," 
hot  Iiifi  advice  wa»  followecl;  it  vu  adopteil'  hv  109 
agirisl  77  votes,  not  althuiigh,  bat  hociioae  this  character* 
izfttioii  vru  coinplctel/  proper.  The  won!  slaver^v  iras  not 
to  i>v  lound  iu  it  at  nil,  liut  of  the  serious  churls  made 
a^iiut  the  administration  the  following  vere  auiong  tlie 
eliief:  tiie  reopening  of  sectional  agitation  Iiy  the  repeal 
of  the  MiASoiiri  ooiuproniise,  and  ita  vacillating  conrae  in 
tue  Kan»a8->'ebra5ki>  question.  The  words  \rera  chueeo 
with  gi-eat  care.  TUe  polipjr  of  the  president  in  tie  Kaii- 
sas-Xebraska  queetion  was  condemned  only  becanse  it  was 
vncillntin^,  but  a  vriee  silence  was  preservc<l  as  to  what 
lint:  it  shonld  have  foltovced.  and  the  rej)eiil  of  the  Miuoari 
cornproiniM  was  lamented  not.  for  its  own  unkv,  but  nnljr 
because  it  had  been  the  occasion  of  the  reHml  of  mo* 
tiotinl  conteiUiun.  Both  Btntcmcnts  eecin«'d  to  f*y  a  givat 
deal  but  in  reali^  said  nothing,  hecnuse  tlioj  conld  be 
interpreted  IIS  one  wislied.  As  to  the  cot)f)titiitioiiai  and 
political  attitude  of  the  party  towards  the  territorial  qtics- 
tioQ,  in  irhich  the  slavery  queetiuD  came  to  u  point,  tlie 
piatfoi-m  gave  no  information.  There  were  not  even  cnou£;h 
clues  given  lu  enable  one  to  fonn  a  aunuise,  so  that  die 
question  might  l>e  so  much  as  discussed.  It  was,  iudetd, 
pretended  that  (he  position  of  the  party  was  defined  in  the 
7th  section,  but  it«  pal{)able  oonteiita  were  limited  to  tlw 
nntivUb  demanu  that,  in  the  territories  HkewiBc,  only  oit5< 
nsiis  should  have  political  rights.  As  to  the  irst,  it  only 
liaid  tliat  the  citizens  had  the  right  to  make  their  laws  and 
oonstitiition  in  accordance  with  tlie  provibiuns  of  the  ooo- 


'  Tlie  WnslilagioA  pUifom.  so  cMfA  from  Ihe  jiUce  or  lu  ortxla,  U 
piinled  la  Aill  ia  Coagr.  Ololie,  lu  btm.,  S4th  Congr^  App.,  pp.  tlM, 
'L«. 
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Btitntlon  of  ttie  TTiitteil  States,  to  regulate  their  doineetic 
iind  BocinI  ntfnirs  as  tlipy  thought  K-st^  niid  to  &^1{  the 
ndraiBsion  of  the  territory  into  the  Coion  hs  s  Btato,  vbcii 
it  bad  the  popiiltition  reqnh-^l  for  the  election  of  &  rcpro- 
eentative.  This  •onnded  like  popular  Bovcreij^uty,  but  did 
not  by  any  means,  need  to  be  popular  Borareignty,  for  the 
great  qiieftlion  in  oontroveray  wae,  whether  the  latter  was 
in  liannony  with  the  pnjvlBiona  of  the  constitution  or 
whetlier  congress  had  full  dis-eretion  in  i-e*pect  to  the  Ter- 
ritories; and  if  it  was  fwpnlar  sovereignty,  it  was  alitl 
impOMJhle  to  divine  whether  it  was  to  be  nnderetood  in 
tlie  senee  of  the  Dotiglae  Dcinoerata  or  in  that  of  the 
BOtitliem  radicnld.  Nu  more  than  this  could  be  mnile  out 
of  thto  new  12th  section.  It  demanded  the  tnaintoii«int« 
and  enf'jpc'Mnent  of  all  laws  until  tliey  were  rcpcaicd  or 
declared  null  and  ^-oid  by  the  courts.  This  certainly 
implied  an  obli^tion  to  enforce  tbo  Fugitive  Slove  Ijiw. 
That  the  tcrrilurial  Uwe  of  KauMu  likewise  were  intended 
to  be  included  woa  very  probabto  but  not  certain,  for 
when,  in  s  national  platform  Inwi  einiply  were  epoken  of, 
only  federal  lavrs  were  wont  to  he  meant. 

The  National  Council  was  immediately  relieved  by  the 
national  convention,  and  hence  it  had  soon  to  appear, 
whether  thia  scaffolding  oonstnicted  of  meaningless  wordit 
W8«  in  a  condition  to  l>ear  the  mountain-like  burthen  of 
the  alavery  queslion.  The  northern  delegntes  for  the  most 
part  hail  wished  that  the  nomination  rihoiild  be  poatponed 
until  June,  but  the  south  insiiited  that  it  eboald  take 
]ilace  iininediatoly,  heraiise  this  platform,  so  far  as  the 
alavery  question  was  concerned,  oonld  come  to  have  a 
meaning  only  by  the  nomination:  the  candidate  did  not 
hare  to  represent  the  platform,  bnt  bis  politicnl  antecedents 
was  to  be  ila  key.  If  Sitcete'  remark  that  the  slave  etatem 
could  be  won  by  the  nomination  of  a  good  eontherner  was 
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Lonestly  intended,  it  could  oiity  be  understuod  to  mean 
tbat  the  north  wae  eatiefied  with  the  reiQuval  of  the  exctt- 
iug  red  cloth  of  the  13th  eeotion,  while  the  south,  from 
the  fact  that  the  int«q>relation  of  the  hieroglyphics  of  tht 
plattbnn  was  traiiftferred  to  a  man  from  that  eeccion,  wa» 
to  be  made  as  secure  u  it  had  been  before.     Bat  all  tlte 
representatives  of  the  north  wore  not  sati^tied  to  agre«  to 
HUch  a  trade,     Before  a  ballot  vriu  talcen,  Perkins  of  Con- 
neeticut,  moved  a  resolution,  hy  whiph  tlie  convention  was 
to  pledge  itself  to  nominate  candidateB  both  for  the  prcsi- 
denoT  and  the  viee-preftidency  in  faror  of  the  prohibitton 
of  elavery  north  of  3(J'  30.'     He  assigned  as  the  reason 
of  bis  motion,  that,  as  the  sonih  admitted,  the  party  could 
wiu  only  through  it£  northern  wing:  hence  the  »outh  had' 
to  follow  the  north  which  abode  irrevocably  by  its  demand. 
that  the  repealed   MisMuri  restriction  should  be  realorul 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  rota  of  141 
againat  51).  and  Perkins  announced  the  exit  of  the  Con- 
necticut delegation.     The    delegationa  of  MassaobuBelts, 
Rhode  Island,  Ohio  and  a    part   of  the  delegates    trom 
Illinois,  Towa  and  Pennsylvania,  in  all  40  dolegnteii  fol- 
lowed the  example  thus  set,  and  Issued  an  appeal  to  the 
"Amerieftn  parly  of  the  Union,"'  justifying  tlte  stop  tliey 
had  taken,  in  conci&e  woi-ds,  and  nsking  for  the  calling  of 
ft  uew  oonventi<>n  to  be  held  on  tlie  12th  of  Juno,  iu  New 
York.    Tlie  National  Council    Itad,  therefore,  coinplntcly 
lost  ita  time  and  pains.     The  cloaing  of  the  breach  mode 
in  June,  lS5o,  with  a  piece  of  paper,  waa  not  only  in  vain 
but  it  had  an  efl'ect  tho  very  opposite  of  what  was  intended, 
for  the  reiictition  of  the  brcnch  convinced  a  mucti  wider 
circle  of  people  lliat  it  waa,  in  the  %'ery  nature  uf  ihiuge, 
absolutely  irromediablt-. 

For  a  time  even  a  double  breach  bad  threatened.     In 

*  PrmiMl  Ui  ibe  H.  T.  Tr^BM  oT  Feb.  ^.  18» 
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tonfict^itonco  of  Uio  sdujition  of  the  WasliiiigtoD  platfonn, 
buiae  uf  tlie  doiiUieru  delegntce  bad  kejil  h\fay  fruni  the 
convoutiuD.  and  did  not  returo,  until  it  became  apparent 
tliat  die  nomination  would  be  eueli  ae  thev  deaired.  Tliey 
had  bad  uo  re»ioii  to  duiibt  that  this  woald  hap^wn. 
iillliuiigl)  the  repre&entati  veii  of  the  north  could  have  car- 
ried uut  tlieir  will  in  che  question  of  persons  as  well  as  in 
the  queetion  of  tlie  platform.  Lumpkin  of  Qeorgia,  said 
Ial«r  correvtl^r,  ni  tht.-  Iioiise  of  repreeentatives,  tJiat  liicy 
had  made  no  n«e  of  their  power,  because  ihej  knew  that 
by  M  doing  they  would  drive  the  southern  wing  of  the 
pai-tj  into  the  arms  of  the  Democrats.  ■  And,  indcc>j,  it 
u-aa  certain  from  the  Hret  that  the  majority  of  the  nortli, 
in  tliis  much  more  instcriul  (plication,  would  act  in  arx:ord- 
aoce  u'ith  the  dietutett  uf  the  m  iiiuritjr  of  the  south.  But  the 
Utter  »ere  much  Loo  wise  to  follow  Shi-cls'  advice.  Con. 
tideiilly  as  he  might  promise  tlieui  the  whole  electoral  vote 
uf  the  nortli,  they  did  not  conctfal  from  theniMilves  that 
with  this  plalfurm  and  a  elnvvholder  uk  a  candidate  the 
paKj  could  not  count  with  oei'taiuty  upon  a  single  northern 
state,  hut  in  mo£t  of  them  would  scarcely  get  votes  enough 
to  relieve  their  competition  for  the  great  prize  of  the 
character  of  tlie  ridicutoue.  On  the  other  baud,  the 
aoulli  had  too  frequently  had  the  experience,  that  its 
interests  were  at  leAst  as  well  canid  for  by  northern  states 
devoted  to  it,  as  by  one  of  its  own  sone,  not  bo  be  able, 
witliout  question,  to  get  on  as  well  there  now  with  a 
northern  nindidate  as  with  a  southern,  provided  no  doubt 
uf  the  ruliubility  of  the  man  existed. 

The  sontheru  delegates  thought  they  had  found  the 
right  man  in  Millard  Fillmore,  and,  Indeed,  ihvy  ooiild 
not  hnvi!  uiiide  a  better  choice.  Ttie  {tart  he  had  played  in 
the  struggles  of  1S50,  and  especially  hh  poeiliuu  ou  thu 

•  Cuofr.  fllube,  lU  8«m^  Mlb  Coogr.,  p.  1180. 
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Fugitive  Slave  T.nw,  nffoiilcd  the  eoutli  a  eutticient  gvur- 
RQteo  that  tlic  elareholding  ictcrcits,  in  liis  liAnde,  vrcK  in 
good  keeping,  and  in  the  nt>rtli  ho  was  the  iilcal  of  tlie 
narrow-minded  but  patriotic  ehop-ktiqiing  pi>puln!ion 
whose  wcitltli  and  social  pu^ilion  ttiudu  thum  tiuliticalljr 
powerful,  bot  who  were  ossifying  in  tlieir  iuert  love  of 
peace  and  bliod  faith  in  the  obsolete  forms  uf  tht.>  noat. 
Beaideg,  there  was  «ome  hope  tliat  tlie  fact  that  he  had 
dropi}ed  many  a  powerful  word  agaiiiet  the  eiicroachmeuta 
ol  the  aUvocracy,  would  have  its  influcuee  on  those  ele< 
mentsof  tlie  people  who  ha(]  not  yet  been  too  grcntl  J' aft'twted 
by  the  poison  of  liie  Uopnblican  movement.  Tiie  southern 
nativisla  and  the  northern  Old  Fogies  knew  cxnflllj  what 
they  had  in  him,  nnd  vet  the  ehnmeleon-iikc  character  of 
the  platlorm  could  with  eome  skill  be  traiisferrvd  to  him 
with  A  view  of  cnli&ting  those  for  him  who  were  still  "on 
the  fence."  In  view  of  these  adv&ntagef,  it  made  nu  differ- 
ence tliat  lie  wiw  not  a  sworn  meml«r  of  (ho  Koow  Xothing 
order.  But  even  if  these  advftTilagea  were  groat  enongh  to 
permit  the  south  to  force  this  nomination  on  the  uuwilliiig 
iiorth,^  it  (lid  not  consider  them  great  enough  to  build 
any  ]ioi>e  of  victory  npon  them. 

The  t'onvention  dissolved,  fully  aware  that  the  defeat  of 
the  party  was  beyond  all  qncattOD.  Ko  compromiec  had 
been  maile,  l>nt  great  Ritcriliccs  imposed  on  the  ]«rtT  by 
the  centre  which  threw  its  weight  now  on  one  aide  and 


•  In  Uh?  prolost  of  tlie  dplegnlw  who  bad  rated  for  Ofitrgp  I,a»  of 
N«w  York,  we  read:  "  Ht>  (Pillinoro)  wis  rorr«<l  upiin  Die  Sine  a| 
N»¥f  York  )■)-  iriitithom  vniifK  n^ninit  Ih^  wieli  of  oar  bIuIc  dplt^M^ ' 
niiil  rrum  llioa«  maitv  wliicli  no  mnn  prrimiH  cwi  airrv  tlielr  vote  tor 
lui  Americas  prMtiilcni."  Mar>'liinit.  DolavraTti,  Norili  Carohnn,  Mis- 
Ktuti.  Alalwina,  .\Tkiia*M,  Florida  and  Miiuiiu)i>pi  voted  •oliitly  fw 
Fillmore,  and  nf  Virginia's  t&  votes  be  reicrelTed  14.  Ilracw.lim  numi. 
sailoa  <ra«  fi!M>al»«ilbty  lit"  wurk  of  ih*  Kouib,  aUlxuiitli  simn'  fuuiibora 
votes  vrer«  vmI  tor  QartcU  Davia  of  Kentucky,  and  Baiiiuel   Ilou^lua. 


now  on  tlie  other,  tIio»  turfitng  tlic  scales,  in  order  to  effect 
au  agreement  CD  a  lie  intended  to  cover  over  as  well  u 
possible  the  breach  between  the  two  frnctione,  while  tlic 
electoral  CAinpni^ii  lasted.     But  it  had  not  been  pu^si)i|e, 
by  tliis  means,  to  bring  back  the  group  severed  from  tlie 
[party,  during  the  previous  summer,  but  only  to  keep  the 
[rump  oftlie  imrty,  to  external  aiipeiimneeg,  tcgether;  and 
what  was  to  keep  the  mmp  of  the  party  together  waa  h  plat- 
form which  tuok  fruttt  thu  ■>n(;.half  w)i»t  It  Iiad  prt-viously 
aa^uinH],  but  g»ve  mithing  to  the  other,  and  thu  candidate 
of  a   minority   which  could    exercise   do    influence  on 
tlie  iftsiic  of  tlie  electoral  campiiipi.     Know-Not  hi  rigiaia 
was  now,  so  to  ipeak,  nothing  more  than  a  dunnny  wear- 
ing the  nld  nnifonn  of  the  party,  for  people  had  become 
hilly  convinced  that  the  masses  c^uld  no  lunger  bo  tiiducfld 
I  to  join  in  the  nativiet  dcuiande.     The  presidential  eam- 
paigQ  had  to  be  fonght  by  the    Know  3iothin^,  at,  by 
otiier  partiea,  on  the  basia  of  the  slavery  qnestion,  and 
hence  their  programme  of  havinij;  no  programme,  had,  dur- 
ing  the  couree  of  the  campai;>;ii,  to  acquire  a   positive 
character  of  some  Mnd.    What  tJiat  character  would  be  wa» 
not  doubtful,  not  only  becanse  the  real   meaning  of  thu 
words  of  the  platform  which  were  capable  of  every  mean- 
log,  waa  given  in  the  person  of  the  candidate,  but  also 
becauBe  the  abiience  of  a  prugrainine  which  lay    in    the 
nnlimited  number  of  meanings  which  niiglil  be  attached 
to  the  phitfurm,  was  only   au  apparent  abftenoe,  for  Its 
object  wao  to  deccivw,  and  in  a  deception,  on  this  question, 
as  a  mailer  of  conrao,  the  part  of  the  deceived  fell  to  the 
nnrth.     This  docs  not  moan  that  all  the  northern  rcpresen- 
lAttves  who  voted   for   thiK  platform,  did    i>n   with   the 
Intention  of  circarnventing  the  n^rth  and   bclmying  it  to 
the  elavclioldin^     interest.       Many    of    those    who    liad 
nnt  seceded  bud  certainly  only  wished  to  do  everything 
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to  help  the  party  to  victory,  leaving  all  elee  to  tbe 
fnttire,  and  wlien  it  appeared  that  xhey  had  practloillr 
labored  for  the  alavooney,  many  others  probatjlj'  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  those  whu  had  parted  from 
their  a«8ocintca.  But  this  mach  was  certain,  that  the 
Know  ^'otbing  rump  wonld  have  to  tranefonn  iteclf  into 
a  Fillmore  party  wliich  j.Iaccd  it«oif  openly  at  the  aervica, 
of  the  slavehaldiiig  iatcjvdt  bat  which  hunvetly  l'vii«red 
tliat  it  could  prciterve  tlio  aiatva  quo,  and  bo  far  aa  tha 
iiortheru  wingwaa  coDceniod,  wa«  urged  thereto  chiefly  bv 
patriutto  solicitude  aud  wbtcU  sought  tu  juRtify  ita  policy 
not  8o  much  by  coBstitutional  subtleties  ils  by  jooral  pathoe 
and  uooaervative  phrases.  Leavitig  the  uomtnatioii  Itself 
out  of  con^ideratioD,  the  seesioa  of  the  NatioDsl  Cuunail 
and  the  oatiunal  convention  had  no  positive  restiltE.  But 
Pike  Miid  rightly,  that  a  party  which  took  only  a  negative 
position  could  pursue  only  netrative  aims.  On  the  other 
hand,  ho  entirely  mietook  the  tsituuiion,  when  ho  made 
the  selQsh  aims  of  the  Kew  York  representatives  responsi- 
ble lor  the  result  of  the  couvcnlion.  Pcrsonat  auiin<i*i- 
tics  and  jeali»ii^ie«  pliiyc-d  a  port  in  it  as  in  all  nominating 
couventioue,  but  they  were  not  the  cuutrylliug  n-a^oti  why 
the  favor  of  the  couservative  TVTiigs  was  courted  by  Lhu 
aominnlion  of  Fillmore  and  why  an  alliance  with  the  lle- 
IHiblicans  was  not  formed,  althungh  it  was  kuowQ  tliNt  hy 
iiuch  a  course  the  possibility  of  victory  was  surrtrndered. 
But  Pike  WHS  imqiiestionably  right  when  he  alleged  (hat 
the  party  had  no  lon^r  any  aims  of  its  own  and  that  its 
only  task  cou^is^ted  in  being  lui  obstruction.*      The  natt*. 


>  "Tlioy  propoM  aneoBt«si  an  snj  docirtiM  nr  {irihciplAwtnAMuravJ 
bat  ftioiifljr  ■  canriiM  on  %  moti— uml  h  mui   ntiu  \i  itie  lepmrnLalUa! 
oT  n«lUt«r  Aide  of  aay  UtId);  poUiltil  luue.    O-cupylni;  va\y  ma»^i 
tivs  pnnlUon,  be  U  lnt«n<l«il  lo  Kcompluh  oaljr  nogallvft  re«alia     U* 
Uiltaplf  pilcli<^  into  tha  cuvia  u  u  ohetructlon.        •    .    Hie 
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fiet  prD^arnine  had  been  devoured  hj  tbe  idea  which  had 

[contributed  so  much  to  the  formation  of  the  jnirty:   under 

[the  name  of  Know-Nothingiem    dying,  the  coneervative 

elements  had  moved  in,  in   the   charncter  of  boxers,  be- 

•  tivcen  the  oonservatiros  and  the  alavocracjr- 
Lumpkin  »t)bsequently  drew  the  verjr  opposite  ooncln- 
fiion  from  the  facts.  He  said  that  the  inajoril;^-  of  the 
northern  delegates,  who  were  ilemonatrably  anti.slaverji* 
Iknatica,  had  allowed  the  southern  minoritj  to  nominate 
Fillmore  in  order  to  keep  the  south  divided  and  thua  to 
throw  the  election  into  the  house  of  repreaeiitativea,)  in 
which  the  Kepublioui  candidate  would  be  elected.  The 
auertioQ  was  totally  nnfounded,  but  notwithstanding  tbis^ 
the  electoral  cam]Kiign  might  in  fact  take  that  course,  for 

I  while  the  Know  Notliing  conveution  in  Philadelphia  was 
in  flceaiou,  it  had  become  certain  that  the  Democrats 
wonld  tin  J  in  the  Rupublicans  an  opponent  of  such 
strength  that  the  victory  of  the  FiUinurc  party  might 
easity  change  the  othcrwifuj  sure  Democratic  electoral  ma- 
juritj  into  a  mere  plurality. 
On  tlie  22nd  of  February,  the  birthday  of  Washington, 
a  convention  hud  been  called  by  the  chairuicu  of  the  Be- 
piiblivun  state  committeea  of  Muiiie,  Veriiioni,  Masfachu- 
settA,  New  York,  Pvnnfiylvanla,  Ohio,  Miehi^nn,  Indiana 
and  'VVitcoDBin,  to  meet  at  Pittsburg,  to  perfect  the  national 


■cilcm  of  lii«  I'blUdflpliia  ooovontfoo  U  a  iBiiiiaavr«  of  tb«  Now 

Yurk  Kuuw  Noiliiiii;  ildiI  SltTer-Gray  pollttclnns  to  dainnefl  llic  Re- 

Iiublic«ii  |>*rtv  and  liijum  cortaiu  loailing;  iiiclivltlual»  lUiiroln.    TImi 

\  cooveoUon  liw  beva  at«<i  eitnply  as  an   iuetruineiit  to  furilior  cerlaiti 

\  pcnoiMl  aioK  <>r  iht'ivi  |Mi1UiciHn«.     Thej  liav«  lliought  Oiui  by  utkiog 

Mr.  FillnHire  an  Ui^i  Know   Nothing  caDilidate  \bfy  would  liave  an 

aclTuiilnga  wilti  tb«  old  luodemie  WblgB  ewrjrwbere  la  (lie  norlti,  and 

wvtild  draw  off  many  of  iliem  t»  his  Htipport  oo  the  ground  uf  hi* 

foniMtr  lileTslion  "    Plk«,  Ktrai  Blows  of  Die  Civil  Wur,  p.  ZffJ. 

•Uiiigr.  Olobo,  IM  8ml,  SlUi  Ooogr^  Appeod.  p.  IIW. 
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organization  of  the  partj  and  to  call  a  national  conrention 
for  tUe  noiiitaation  of  candidates  for  the  prot'idoncj  &nd 
vicc-preei<lpncy.  It  would  have  been  more  correct  if  they 
had  6Jiid:  to  organise  tlieir  congeners  in  eentiment  as  « 
national  party,  for  the  party,  in  the  screral  ntatcs,  was  atill 
in  process  of  formation,  and  the  organtxattonB  in  tlicm 
were  conncct«il  with  one  another,  only  in  so  far  as  thuy 
agreed  in  their  fiindRniental  %'iewa.  It  is,  tlierefore,  in  n 
certain  eenee,  true,  ns  is  someiinieB  said,  that  tiie  Repub- 
lican party  was  horn  in  the  PItteborg  convention.  With 
it  I>ej»iti8  I  lie  last  chapter  of  the  history  of  the  ITnion  of 
1776.  under  the  coiiBiitntron  of  178U,  for  now,  the  I'ormn- 
tion  anew  of  national  partiee  ou  the  hash  of  the  slavery 
question  was  an  accomplisticd  fact&ad  tliat  fact  made  the 
prCBcrvution  of  ^'this''  onion  an  impotiaibility, 

Francis  P.  RIair,  JackeonV  old  coiitidont,  who  now  lived 
in  Marylnnd,  was  choflcn  chairman  of  tlie  commission. 
From  Philadelphia,  wljere  the  nomination  of  Fillmore 
had  just  torn  to  pieces  once  more  the  bsmia  composed  of 
nativist  shreds,  by  which  the  buntting  Union  was  to  be 
held  together,  the  telegniph  carried  it  Thomaa  Spooner'a 
message,  that  one  half  of  the  Know  NotliingH  were  ready 
to  flook  anMHid  the  KepuliHenn  Imnner.i  The  nominating 
coni-entlon  wae  called  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  17tti 
of  June,  the  annii'crfnry  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Uill.  and 
iu  a  lengthy  addrciss*  which  bad  been  oompoecd  by  Ueury 
J.  Raymond,  editor  of  tlie  New  York  Timely  the  ooiifea- 
eion  of  faith  of  the  party    was    laid    down.     It  protntBci 


■  "Tbe  Atnerl^ui  part;  no  longer  ui)lt«.  lUlse  thn  R«piib1lcw 
hannor  Nn  furlher  oxMnnloa  of  alavory.  Tbo  AinoHrann  an>  wltli 
you."  OfHcinl  ProcMdlags  oT  )b«  Rvpublican  Co«vpiiii'>n  nt  P)tl» 
buriili,  pp.  H,  9. 

■  Maverick,  Ueiuj  J.  BajnnoiMl  aod  ttie  N«w  York  Fnu.  pp.  tHK' 
888. 
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tlie  finneatadliesion  to  tlie  TTnion,  and  tlie  most  conecien- 
liwiie  oljeervance  of  tlieronstitiition,  winl  (l»*inAinlit  a  policy 
ton  a  really  national  basis,  tn  upposition  to  the  previu'ling 
sjBtom  wliioli,  violating  both  the  leltc*  and  the  pirit  of 
the  constitution,  completely  demeaned  the  federal  govem- 
lilfitit  into  a  tool  of  the  slnveholdiiig  interest.  It  guards 
it&elf  abeoliitelj  against  the  imputation  of  aggreseive  or 
rovolutionary  trndcnciea.  Not  only  will  it  make  .iseonly 
of  legal  tneaiifi,  but  it  ollrgcb  that  it  piireiies  only  legal 
Cfidft,  fur  not  alone  from  tlie  princijiles  of  moraU  and  of 
the  Clirifltlan  religion,  bnt  from  the  loaitire  principles  of 
ihe  Constitution  in  harmony  with  these,  does  it  deduce  it* 
right  toatmhat  the  law6  which  sacritice  the  welfare  of  the 
cottntry  to  the  interest  of  the  slnvocracy.  Prom  their 
point  of  view,  the  opponents  of  the  Republican  party 
could  not  bnt  declare  it  revolntionary,  for  it  broke  in 
prinoipti-  ind,  therefore,  completely  and  forever,  with  the 
policy  of  the  coniproniigc,  which  hnd  eo  long  bridged  over 
the  ahyw  of  the  eiavery  question,  between  the  two  geo- 
graphical eeotiona  of  the  country;  in  ita  own  eyea,  on  the 
other  lund,  it  was  the  only  really  coiiservatiTt'  jmrty,  for 
the  compruniise  poIicT  had  niii^ueed  the  constitntion  to 
the  uuinterrupted  and  ever  increasing  sacrifice  of  the  real 
inteteeta  of  the  country,  and  thi«  the  Kepublican  party 
only  wanted  to  check.  If  it  were  admitted  that  the  first 
Btatement  was  proved  by  the  srnninnry  recnpiinliuion  of 
the  whole  hietory  of  tlie  slavery  question,  it  had  to  be 
granted,  too,  tbat  the  programme,  in  accordance  witli  that 
declaration,  did  not,  in  fnct.  go  beyond  reaiHtance  to  the 
cQcruochwcnts  of  the  slnvi-cmcy.  It  did  not,  iudeed,  etop 
with  the  demand  that  all  the  barriers  against  the  extension 
of  alavcry  recently  broken  down,  should  bo  erected  over 
again,  but  it  announced  that  the  party  wonld  endearor, 
by  all  oonstitutional  means,  to  protect  the  entire  territorial 
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domiiin  of  the  Union  from  the  cnpi*e  of  elavcpy,'  Yet 
even  bore,  from  its  point  of  view,  no  aggrcseion  could  be 
l-ecognized,  for  it  saw,  in  the  cumprmnieuiteelf,  arioUitioii 
of  the  spirit  and  intentions  of  the  conBtitiilion;  wliat  hwl 
been  concede*!  hj  .it  to  the  soutli,  the  south  hiid  rcceit'od, 
and  it  oonid  all  tlic  less  raise  an  equitable  claim  to  the 
continiiAtiDn  of  thu  Missonri  line,  aa  it  Imd  itself  broken 
the  coinpuct.  The  proinine  to  support  the  oppressed  Free- 
Soil  parly  ut'  KanKas  and  the  desire  that  it  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  UdIoq  aS  a  free  state  were  onljr  oonw- 
(jnences  n-hlch  flowed  directly  from  the  tii-«it  demand. 

The  eyes  of  the  people  whieh  Imd  been  directed  for 
some  day?  towArds  Philiulelpliia  and  Fittghni^,  now  turned 
back  to  Washington  witli  interested  expectation.  That] 
the  re«ult6of  the  two  conventions  could  not  remain  without' 
effect  00  the  deportment  of  the  opposition  in  congress  was 
aelf-evident,  bnt  it  oonld,  by  no  niejtns,  be  said  definitely, 
in  what  manner  they  \ronld  influence  the  treatment  of  the 
Kansas  question.  It  was,  indeed,  umloiibted  tliat,  in 
general,  they  must  needs  hftvo  a  consolidating  effect  on  the 
opposition,  hut,  t^pite  ut'  this,  itit  pn»f[)ects  in  rcapect  to 
immediately  intpending  conte«t«  might  be  made  worse,  for 
the  reason,  that,  in  the  honse  of  repreaentetiveit,  the 
decision  depended  on  so  few  votes,  and  the  knowledge  that 
the  question  now  was  of  burning  tlieir  ships  behind  them, 
might  easily  induce  some  to  change  tlieir  course. 

The  result  of  the  tirnt  deliberation^  on  the  Kanaas  qm 
tion  was  not  at  all  encouraging  to  the  friends  of  freedom. 
The  election  investigating  committee  had,  on  the  IDtb  of 
Febniary,  asked  for  power  to  make  extensive  inqairiee, 

>'>Wedcniaa4  nnil  rlioll  allompt  lo  aecnre  tbe  repnal  oT  all  law* 
whlth  nitow  Ike  Inimduciloo  of  ttarsr/  tnto  icrrlmriM  once  cootr- 
cr«t««i  t"  fresdotB.  sad  will  ntlat  by  ttv^ry  coBstimilonat  mrantka 
exiiteaca  of  slavery  ia  aar  «f  tbo  terrtlories  ot  th»  Unllml  Stataa." 
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mitnc  riglit  to  send  for  pereona  and  papers,  that  it  miglit 
be  iibli!  to  judge  u'lto  was  entitled  to  tbe  seat  of  the  terri- 
torial dc'k'giili;.  This  reqiiefit  wr»  declared  to  be  in  eoiiflict 
villi  the  Iftw  of  February  19,  1851, '  wbicb  exactly  deter* 
mined  wbal  i-ourse  hsk  to  1h?  pursued  in  tlie  inveHtigation 
rvlatiiig  to  tfoijteBled  eleetioiiB.  To  this  it  was  rvplitMl 
tltut  that  Uw  was  concerned  only  witli  tlie  election  of 
repreeentativee,  wbcresA,  in  thie  mne,  the  c|iiestion  was  of 
the  election  of  a  territorial  dele^ie.  Tbai  was  certainly 
correct,  but  tbe  legislator  bad  evidently  not  intended  to 
allow  tbe  boti&c  to  employ  a  mucb  raster  and  more  costly 

pparatus  lor  tlic  investigation  of  tlic  qiie»tiim  to  whom 
tlio  Beat  of  a  territurinl  delegate,  who  bad  no  vutv,  buluiigcd, 
than  for  tbe  invuetigutiou  of  tbe  ouutt;«Led  el^c-tione  of 
members  with  full  right*.  Btit  the  adniinistrutioti  party 
not  only  objected  to  the  mode  of  procedure  proiMwed  by 
the  elvctioQ  iiiveatigatiiig  committee,  but  claimed  tliat 
Reeder  conld  not  at  all  eontest  Wliitfleld'a  eeat,  since,  after 
lie  had,  a«  gfn-ernur,  first  reeuj^nixed  tbe  legality  of  the 
legislature  ehu^n  ou  llie  3UUi  uf  Mnreli,  1855,  lie  could 
not  declare  tbe  election  of  a  territorial  delegate,  on  tbe  IsC 
of  Octolwr  of  the  same  yeiir,  invalid,  simply  hecan&o  it  was 
ordered  by  tbnt  legislature.  To  this  Dunn  atuwered  that 
the  tif(\it  of  representation  was  not  Reedcr's  own  right, 
but  a  right  of  his  constituents,  and  could,  therefore,  be  in 
no  wine  alFveted  by  Keeder'e  consistency  or  iuL-on^ioteucy, 
titeplieiift  met  this  with  the  remark  that  besidet^  feeder's 
conntor-claim,  there  was  no  objection  to  the  validity  of 
Wliiltield's  election  liofore  the  house.  This  fa»;t  could  not 
be  que»tione<l,  and  l>efore  a  court  which  should  not  dis- 
rwird  mere  questions  of  form,  it  might  be  of  great 
Weight,  hnl  there  was  do  resHUii  why  tbe  houite  of  repre- 
fietitativos  should  allow  it«  Imiidti  to  be  tied  by  it;    (o  tbe 

■  max.  at  Large.  IX ,  i>|>.  DAi-^'O. 
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hoQ&e  the  otlicr  fact  sLould  have  been  of  mucfa  greater 
importance,  that  lieedor's  election,  on  the  8th  of  Ootobor, 
was  a  tauch  more  etti|jhKtIc  protest  Bgaiiist  the  election  of 
tJie  1st  of  October,  than  anj  piece  of  pnper  oonld  liave 
been.  Of  incompni'^iUy  gi-enter  weight  was  the  objectioD, 
tliat  die  Beat,  even  if  it  were  denied  to  "Whitfield  could  uot 
poBsibly  he  giv<^n  to  Heuder,  since  his  election,  as  everjr 
one  admitted,  had  taken  place  without  any  legal  authorixa- 
tion  whatever.  To  this  it  was  answered  that,  us  a  ooiu«> 
quence.  Keeder  indeed  might  have  do  legal  claim  to  tlie 
seat,  bat  that  the  huuee  would  not,  u  wai  eliou-n  by  the 
casij  of  Sibley  of  Minnesota,  be  thereby  huand,  hnt  might 
admit  Lira  as  a  delegate.*     Yet  that  was  a  very  subordi- 


'  Wlieo  coDgrcM  bad  natboriiiod  ■  i>njt  or  tfae  lerriiory  of  WI»o>iislii 
10  orgmulEe  si  a  Male,  U  n>rr*Ine<l  Onm  doienntntng  anything  u  lo  Um 
polilirvl  (tatua  of  Itie  rest  uf  tli«  lerriiory.  Tk«  pojmlBtioo  b«lt«v«d 
thai,  b>  IhaaeTenuiceo/iheiuore  popu)oiM()anoftbe  territory  erwud 
iotu  s  Mule,  lh«y  could  not  tiave  loit  Uie  political  righl*  they  bad 
bitlivrlv  «ajvj-ir(l,  aad  cboMc  Sihloy  a*  d«ltr|[«l«  to  txnsniat.  Sibley 
aQbH^lueaUy  iliiif  expressed  himseiron  ifae  resolutions  of  the  bouaa  to 
wlilcb  Ibia  course  gave  occoxioo,  at  fullov*.-  "  Ilia  crrdeotiali  mn 
referred  to  the  CoiDmlitea  of  ElfcilotiN,  and  a  mnjorhy  uf  iliat  ooiii< 
tultiM  reported  la  favor  ol  the  apiilkation,  bating  their  dacltion  upoo 
tli«  fact,  that  a  l^rriiorlitl  organisation  still  continaed  to  exUL  Whca 
dip  subject  came  beforetbebouitetlieir  recommondailoD  was  susialtied 
ttya  vuteuf  124  to  ftd.  and  tbedelegiie  was  admitted  to  Ills  uaL  Um 
it  appenred,  a  few  daj-s  anerwaid^,  (but  lh«  honte  only  iatcoded  to 
npprare  so  much  of  (he  report  a-  declared  the  dclegsie  enlllled  In  a 
seal:  for  when  called  npoo  to  nuke  ajiproiirialian  fur  dofraylog  lb« 
expenses  of  Ibo  govcinment  of  tbe  Teirliofy  of  Wiaconsiu,  ibe  pro- 
piMitioD  was  voted  down  by  an  oveiw helming  inijuriiy.  Uvrm  maol. 
lent.  tben>for«,  ttaat  Iba  bouso  repudiated' the  deelaraiioa  of  tb* 
ComiaiUoe  of  Elections,  tbaln  t«TTiloiiul  goTemment  still  eilstcd.attd 
had  lieen  InUueacad  by  oiher  conxlderatJona  In  tbe  udmlssloa  of  ■  del- 
eguie.  The  broad  ground  was  lakeo  by  many  meinbera,  that  wherever 
tlivK  waa  a  aufflcieat  number  of  Amrricua  cllizcns  wivbouttho  Ilialu 
of  tlie  «iHie»  >»d  organized  lerritories  lo  Juittf^  such  a  stop,  it  was  in 
accordsnctf  wjtli  the  atmnd  dltcrelxm  or conpTi'u,  ami  tlie  spirit  nf  itur 
iastitutioBs,  that  a  delegate  abuuld  be  recaiied  oa  ibe  flouf  of  tlie 
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ite  qneatinn.     All  these  argnmente  pro  and  con  were,  ns 

iinpured  with  the  question  rcallyatisRin*,  a  renrimiitiercnt 

and  formal  piece  of  law  biifiinetis,  uncttiontilj  (liKciifiKtKl  on 

botli  6ide«,  hut  \rli!ch  detcnnincd  tlic  vote  of  scaroely  u 

tingle  memlter. 

Tbe  contest  l*etween  tlie  two  p«rfionug«R  was,  as  Camp. 
IVII  rightly  said,  sometliing  entirely  eecoiidary;'   ic.  only 
aflbrtled  tlio  formal  occasion  for  obtaining;  the  autheiitiu 
^material  for  the  history  of  the  Kaiiaas  troubles,  and  tho 
jsition  B»\iet\   for  that    material,    in    the    first    place, 
ise  the  hoiifte  had  to  take  a  legielntive  position  on  the 
Dived  Kansas  pt^hlcm,  and  fnrther,  because  that  liietory 
conetiliited  one  of  the  ^mvc&t  jxiint^  in  the  ehnrgc^  in  the 
final  political  case  against  the  slavocracy  and  it«  northern 
accomplices.     The    motion  of  the    election    inveetignllng 
committee  took  np  the  gannllet  tlinin-n  dovm  by  the  tnes- 
Mge  niid  proclamation  of  the  president  to  the  opfHiiients 

J  of  the  slavocracy.  and  called  onon  the  bouse  of  repreeent- 
HCives  to  pnt  the  compliiinant  and  his  clients  in  the 
prisoner's  dock,  and  to  cnst  itself  between  the  oppreRsors 


I 


linune  to  rrprc^^nt  them.  This  wnii tlie  principle  wlikli  actiinied  mtny 
wbii  rni«Hl  I'lr  my  ikflmiiutioo.  rud  mm  lioitoraMii  mi'intjtir  rmtii  ffhiow 
now,  iilns!  Of!  innrn,  iltslinrlly  btnied  Unit  »>icli  wu  ttie  ^^ovortiing 
BiotWe  ill  liU  i'ju>e.  ITUi  woriln  vrrrf!  llir:ii\  ivi  rrjiortiti)  In  ilie  ('twyr 
OtnUe:  *  Wlipn  KclplpgAte  ftiitn  ADy  {inrtion  '>r  ilip  p^opin  prcHQnioil 
kini.ieirclaiaiiiiK  to  reprcMut  tb»r  tcnorcolB,  it  waa  williiu  the  dio- 
crctinn  nrmn^i'W  wl)c(ti«r  he  tbould  hn  Mlmlllril  or  ool.  But  lie 
Wnk  H  that  rongivas  hiid  a  rlphl  in  admit  a.  d«le^te  from  any  poTlloti 
nftbe  |ic«plc  of  WivcvDilD.  loirv,  Cnlifornia.  or  Ncv>-  MrKi<:o,  wiibottt 

my  law.'**    toner.  Gloli*.  Isl  Sew..  'Mlb  Coogr.,  App.,  p.  IIIU. 

'  "T]l4  gmilnmnii  |Sl#|ihri»)  proa«'ntK  Ih*  cax*  lU  a  CAUlot  b«tirMii 
Gnrernnr  Ht-^der  aii»i  Ofncral  Wliliflpld^a  penioaal  msiior  Wiwe*ii 
Ik«**]>Brili>s,  1  nkp  n  (lilFcrpni  view  nf  it.  It  inviitvcH  a  i|'TrHti«4i  in 
vhicU  llio  jc«nii<>miin's  confllltieniB.  my  Goitttittients,  nod  ihp  oiiKtii' 
■etit»  ot  every  iiieinlAT  upon  thu  Door,  liarr  n  derp«r  lDtci<-fll  Iban 

llher  (iiiTvrnor  It#i>d«r  or  Oeneral  Wkltfl«ld."    Cuogr.  Gloto,  IM 
Sill)  Const.,  p.  4S8L 

18 
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nud  their  rictim.  Campbell  frankly  Bud  that  fhe  IcpiHtjr 
ot'  llie  ti-rritoriHl  Icgislntiire  waa  called  i&  <)ue«tiou,* 
dainocd  thai  oTcry  tuw  which  had  it«  oritpn  in  fraud  vw 
therelty  invalidjited.'  and  recalled  tliv  fact,  that  th«  bowe, 
litiriiij:  th«  last  sewion.  almost  nnaQimoiiDlj  idlowed  itMlf 
the  right  to  annul  a  territorial  Uw  on  tliat  account' 
Ufince  DO  attempt  whatever  was  mado  to  doceiTe  tLc 
adininiftration  par^  a«  to  tb«  eod  aiwl  t-cojm  of  the  raotioo, 
for  when  the  BSKiiranoe  was  BaturalW  given  tliat  there  wa» 
no  wish  to  judge  and  ooodemn  bvtire  poMWsioo  had  bom 
obtained  of  antbeotie  nuuerial,  it  was  vdl  known  that  that 
malcml  wo  aid  cwnfirm  the  newepapar  ivpona  and  other 
nnoBleial  commnntc«tioiK.  in  all  th^t  w«a  eaaenttaL  Tht 
adaption  of  the  molntioo  wag  a  painfal  defMt  for  Ibe 
Uamocnta  and  th«ir  cuttfnlcntN  in  tbe  *Uterf  qoeetioa, 
but  tba  oppoaitioa  bad  won  wben  tfac  anaAdatwi!  in  the 
bfviue  «a»  »iualU  br  a  majuritT  of  only  two  votM^Tl  to  79 
— and  the  w«atlwr>nBe  imwritiatrly  IbiboS  is  tbe  uppoalte 
^RVtioA.    Hw  raaolntioavMicoMMideredan]  tbeoatler 
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■  -  Dnaa  Iks  cmOmm*  *«•  GoKCto  — Jinafc*  u  m-j  ^H.  If  than 
miilii.i  iiMi  ilifci  Bill  »if  >>■  TmiIbbj  rf  Twiiaa'    .    - 
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nfemd  b«ck  t<>  iliu  eotninittvc.  This  did  oot  by  luij 
ineans  iiofily  that  the  latter  would  not  fioally  currj  ite 
demand— ttlthungli  perhape  iu  n  modified  form— but  Uio 
ndtoinifttrtitioti  which  had  ulrt-»<.ty  the  Advnntn^i^e  ^ilned 
time.  While  Pi(?n:e  could  act  mid  ioHiire  freedom  to  the 
fllavocracy  to  create  bIU]  further  fwwomplished  fuctfl,  it 
Ciiuld  not  be  neeii  when  the  op[>osition  in  the  honee  of 
rvpre«entative9  would  advance  eo  fur  that  !t  mif^ht  be  able 
to  spoak  withont  the  objection  being  raised  that  tt.4  deela- 
niationwasbanedMn  the  most  moiiBtronit  exaggerations,  inie- 
repmentatione  and  calumnies  of  fiinatical  partittiino.  Dut 
in  Konsafl,  the  cwndilioti  of  atfaini  was  sneh  tliiL  any  day 
might  bv  prodtiftive  of  an  event  from  which  Pierce  oonld 
infer  tlmt  it  wiiii  bis  encred  duty  to  enrnmon  tlie  wlmle 
power  of  tlie  goverDmeiit  iu  order,  as  Toaoey  waa  pleased 
to  expresa  it  in  the  acnate,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
terriloriui  p«>puliition.  The  etiite  It^ietature  of  the  Free- 
Soil  party  met  on  the  lat  of  March,  in  To]x:ka,  and  form- 
aJlr  organized ;  liubiiibon  was  sworn  lo  as  j^overnur  and 
delivered  an  inangiiial  addreu;  the  l^slaturo  elected 
Beeder  ami  Lane,  United  Slates  genatorit,  jjutitioncd  con* 
greu,  in  a  mnnorial,  to  admit  Kansas  aa  a  tttate  into  the 
Union  with  the  Tn|ieka  coiiiititiitiiin,  and  adjourned  until 
the  4th  of  July.  Gut  J3utler  of  8oatb  Carolina  gnve 
notice  ill  the  aeuate  that  if  the  president  did  not  disperse 
that  wdiriiiu^  tuxl  (n->a!>Qn«h1e  liody,  people  would  be  found 
to  do  it  by  force,  without  his  aceietance. 

Tonccy  and  Butler  were  politicians  of  Bnfficicnt  weight 
to  cause  full  attention  to  be  paid  to  atich  ottemnces  wlicn 
tliey  proceeded  from  them,  bat  only  Douglaa  could  be 
coDMdered  the  leader  of  the  &enate  majority  in  thia  quee- 
tioQ.  The  net  in  which  Kansas  was  entangled  had  been 
woven  by  him,  and  both  the  l>ciuocratio  party  and   the 
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elarocrAcr  held  him,  in  Oie  Snt  p1ftc«.  responftlble  that 
the  >'gi-tnd"  canse  should  not  lead  to  ■  luid  end.  Hu 
task  Wits  theexact  establiKhtnent,  the  official  annouDcemcnl 
and  tlie  finecessfnl  exccation  of  th«  pnrlj  programme. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  he  laid  hefor«  the  senate  tb* 
majority  report  of  the  territorial  committee  on  Oio  KatiMfi 
question.'  It  ia  not  necessary  to  enhjeet  tt  to  a  close  cjt- 
Hmiaation,  since  it  onlr  repeats,  in  a  more  elaborate  way 
and  with  greater  ekill,  tbe  argament  of  tlic  tvo  met»ag«« 
of  the  preaidenL*  The  history  of  the  United  States  bat 
not  a  second  snch  masterpiece  of  mcndacloiiB,  luwTCr-ltkd 
cnnniiig  tn  shuw.  The  act  of  completely  distorting  the 
truth  vrltliout  becoming  guilty  ofa  direct  lie,  is  practiced  in 
it  with  a  virtuoaoship  oimply  nnsurpassable.  Two  or  three 
examples  will  suffice  to  show  how  Donglaa  accomplished 
thia.  He  does  not  say  that  the  Emigrant  Aid  S<fciety 
provided  the  settlers  with  arms,  bat  after  declaring  tliat 
their  pro|i:t[^aTidi6l,  colonization  waa  the  only  caoso  uf  the 
Kansas  troubles,  he  proves  that  volontary  settlement  am) 
colonization  by  means  of  a  corporation  which  had  inrested 
five  millions  of  dollars  (!)  in  hooses,  lands,  oommoditic*, 
rifles  and  cannons,  powder  and  lead  are  rery  ditferent 
affaire— n  thing  which  no  one  could  qnestion.  The  in- 
vasions of  tUe  Misaoarians  were  not  denied  bat  only  not 
mentioned,  false  and  exaggerated  reports  were  fp':jl(eD  of 
and  it  wa&  claimed  that  the  Missoorians  had  oi^uized  fur 
their  defence  ao  immigration  ayatem  similar  to  that  uf  tlie 
Emigrant  Aid  Company.  Tlie  right  of  tlie  Free-Soileri 
to  be  oppoMd  to  the  permitting  of  slavery  is  of  oinrw 


iSml  R«r ,  nth  Ci>nn-.  tu  Sms^  TuL  t .  Ka  U. 

*Th«re|iiwt  njt:  "Yoor  eonmlitee  fMl  ttaeMs  i«tUk(tlaa  to 
comnwodiDKilw  iDBisniCvMMl  pnolooutias  of  ibe  praldeot  oTib* 
UaltMl  :«»)■■.  lo  wbirli  wv  bare  th»  ^iiiiytn;  MiDtaiket  l&ailltf 
npranuj  of  ib*  Uos  will  tw  malttuiB^d  "    lb ,  (t  4(L 
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quMttonod,  for  tlie  report  wu  a  defence  of  the  orgftnii! 
with  ite  prmci|ile  of  jiopulur  sovereignty-;  but  tlie 
igraut  Aid  Company  is  cliftrged  with  wialiing  to  "  aboll- 
tionise'*  tlie  country  ngainH  the  wishes  of  the  j>euti1e  and 
in  riolatiou  of  the  riglils  guaranteed  to  it  bj  the  constitu- 
tion, &8  if  the  Free-Soiters  were  nota  part  of  tho  "people,** 
io  whom  tlie  organii;  law  recognized  the  right  of  self-de- 
tennitiAtion,  but  intrii(!cr»  who  revolting  agninst  the  law^ 
and  coimtitntiwn  overthrew  tlie  decision  miwle  before  tlioir 
oorniog  and  wished  to  abolieh  slaverj.     What  canuot  ho 
rftsserled  is  indiuuated  in  euch  a  nmnner  &s  to  make  it  ap- 
pear a  demoiifitrated  fact;  wbat  cannot  be  denied  is  sup- 
[pressed  and  the  impi-ession  createtl.  hj  placing  other  facta 
I  in  a  (alec  light  and  distorting  Ihcin,  that  it  Iihs  been  denied. 
["What  ie  to  be  e6tabliBhe<i  is  flmngglt;d  in  disguise  into  the 
-proof,  as  tJie  decisive  argnnient.  and  the  desired  conclnsion 
reached  hy  maliing  it  tlit:  proiniite,  and  the  whole  is  a  con- 
fused miuts  of  tanglwl  and  knotted  BopbtauiB  which  one 
most  snbrait,   sentence  for  sentence,   to   an  exhauetive, 
logical,  liistorical  and  constitutionat  criticism,  if  he  would 
I  completely  destroy  the  net-work  of  deception. 

Doiiglaa,  therefore,  did  not,  nnj  more  than  Fierce,  take 
loue  step  Itackwiird.  Whatever  reasons  he  inigbt  aeeign 
[f«r  it,  he  stood  by  the  wrong  doers,  in  the  naiue  of  liberty, 
the  Law  and  of  thu  constitution.  And  he  had  to  do  so, 
[lif  be  wifihed  to  avoid  rC6]ionsibitity  for  the  fact  tliat  a 
Iharveat  of  terror  wait  rcnpcd  from  seeds  of  pL-ncv.  If  hu 
]dtd  cut  do  eo,  anronditiunally,'  be  would  liuve  |>iL&fiL'd 
Isenteuec  of  political  dirath  upon  himself.     In  the  Kansus- 

■  In  B  ttUr  report  of  the  30ib  or  June:,  he  had  Itia  liiKaiiuous  nhaiiie- 
llcMDoM  !•>  writo;  "  Innsiiiuch  tut  tli«  fiiusagc  of  ih«  Ksn(a»-Kolir*akA 
[net  luid  itie  re|i«at  or  ilii?  Mli^nourl  coni|>roinl(M>  bare  imMluretl  (!!> 
l*OTd«r  and  pi>>re '  in  NvlirHwlEn.  aiul  voultl  Ujivc  nu  inllui-iia'  in  rtaM- 

lagUie  pr«»fnl  <lli!lrtilti«'(i  iu  KuuM,  otc."    Bea.  K6|i..  iMtli  Coagr., 

lat  Sew..  VuL  II.,  No.  1*^  p.  3. 
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Nebraska  bill  be  had  cro&scd  tho  line  wbich  made  everj 
attempt  at  tiirninfr  bikck  iiapo6»iblc,  and  it  vm  just  ue  ito- 
pas&iblc  for  him  to  stand  KtiU;  be  DO  longer  bad  aiij  choice 
but  to  go  forward. 

He  had  to  go  forward,  bat  he  also  wished  to  po  forward. 
He  wu  JH»t  tt*  free  from  j>olilical  feeutiinentnlilr  a^  ftxim 
const!  tutiutial  doctriuariaiiism.  Wlioever  desires  tlio  end 
must  also  desire  the  means — snch  was  hiii  moral  code.  In 
itself,  it  was  a  matter  <^  perfect  inditfrrtmce  to  him 
whether  the  sooth  or  the  north  got  Kiuisaa;  bnt  ott\j  irt 
ease  it  fett  to  the  fonner  eoatd  the  Bcmocratio  pitrtj  tv- 
tnain  at  the  helm,-^onlT  in  case  tht;  Democratio  partr  re- 
mainol  ut  the  helm  could  Stephen  A.  I>i>u^Ia£  become 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  onlv  in  ca&o  tho  fed- 
eral anthortties  side<l  with  the  Border  Kiiffian;  with  a  tie*. 
ci&ion  wliich  dieregarded  all  consf^nenoes  could  KatUM' 
fall  to  the  &hare  of  tlto  £onth.  This  ix»so»ing  wu  eotirclj 
free  from  wphistry.  The  ralcnlation  coald  not  be  simpler 
or  dearrr,  nnd  tn  it  the  form  and  eubstani^e  of  the  rtTjNirt 
were  ^vt-n.  Doughu  did  not  nevd  to  wait  for  tire  anthenttc 
material  which  the  election  inmtigattag  committeo  of  the 
hoMtt  of  repre«entatires  wished  lu  pnfure.  ffir  it  nerer 
«ntered  his  uiitid  to  make  what  ooald  be  called  a  ne[A>n; 
hi*  ta»k  ««t  onl;r  h»  prove  a  statement  t]i«  proof  of  which 
the  intvrett  of  the  Deaiounitie  party  and  his  own  persoDa] 
inti,irv«t  miuirvd.  But  the  oOier  qaestion.  what  wss  now 
to  be  dune,  V9»  by  du  means  dear  and  simple. 

If  tlie  «>Dt)i  was  before  ewrrthiofc  else  to  be  satisfied, 
the  north  »hoiiId  not  be  too  nneh  innui«d  if  tli«  Demo- 
rrmtic  jtartv  and  SteplMa  A.  Doo^Us  shonM  fiud  their'' 
acoonnt.  Bnt  if  things  w«r»>l)ow^  to  takv  their  oonnr. 
t]w  aDti-sUverr  epidctnie  mi^bt  cueih-  thin  the  Demu- 
erstic  ranks  cwn*id*?r»Wy,  whether  tbe  Frw-fcvil  fiwrtj  of 
the  t^^rritorj  compelled  Ticree  Iv  mny  oat  hia  thrEau  or 
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Iher  order  and  the  eiipreinscyof  the  law  were  restored 
In  accordance  with  Butler's  receipt^  that  is  bjr  new  bat 
more  energetic  Wakariisa  w-ara.  Hence.  Douglas  fully 
agreed  with  Pierce  that  an  effurt  sliould  be  made  to  jtul 
an  end  to  the  sorry  trade  as  soon  as  possible.  Tltat  tliia 
could  not  tmppen  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  tlie  Hepablicnng 
waa  Boif-erident.  Bot  aa  the  tilierat  opposition  in  the 
house  of  representatives  bad  only  so  emnlt  a  tnajoritj  and 
had  BO  little  cohesion,  a  proposition  might  bo  nivlc  which 
on  80perti<'inl  exainination  seemed  eo  far  equitable  that 
ioino  of  the  more  conservative  friendfl  of  freedom  were 
either  really  deceived  or  for  the  eake  of  iieace  pretended 
to  believe  that  all  ju&l  demands  were  sullideiitly  met  to 
enable  Ihem  to  agree  to  the  propoaitioD.  Of  the  preaident 
and  the  aennte,  he  was  sure. 

Tlie  bill  which  he  introduced  in  the  senate  on  the  17th 
of  March,  in  the  name  of  the  territorial  mnnuittee.  :tuihor< 
ized  Kangne,  when  it  lia<l  t]ie  population  neeee^arj  to  the 

•choice  of  a  delei^te,  to  give  itself  a  state  constitutiou  in 
the  nsitnl  manner,  in  order  to  be  ailmittcd  into  the  Union. 
If  the  bill  bad  treated  of  Nebraska  or  J^'ew  Mexico,  it 
wonld,  tlierefore,  have  licen  not  only  harmless,  hnt  would 
really  liave  given  no  occasion  for  oiyection.  But  as  it 
concerned  Kansas,  it  decided  not  only  the  legality  wf  the 
territorial  legislature  and  the  validity  of  the  laws  pu&eed 
by  it  in  favor  of  the  pro-8lavery  parly,  but  delivered  over 
to  it,  80  far  aa  the  last  deciMve  struggle  was  involved, 
the  Free-Soil  party  bonnd  hand  and  foot.  It  was  pro- 
vided that  the  legislature  should  empower  the  governor  to 

.  take  the  census,  by  which  it  was  to  l>e  determined  whether 
the  re<juisite  p«pnlatinn  fignre  had  been  reached,  and  that 
the  legislature  Khonld,  by  a  law,  order  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  a  const! tntionni  convention.  FFence  "for  the 
precent,"  slavery  in  the  territory  continued  legally  to  exist. 
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Aod  the  population  reiuained  subject  to  all  tbe  barbarous 
lava  passed  by  the  legislature,  the  examiiiation  of  ^V'Uieb 
Dong1ae*s  report  liad  exprc&ely  decliaed,  since  coDgress  Oid 
iiot  hare  to  concern  iteelf  as  to  how  tlic  territory  thuiight 
boBt  to  regulate  ita  domestic  aftairs.  iJut  this  "for  the 
present**  lasted  at  least  nine  mootha,  ainoe  there  waa  tie 
prospect  of  tht;  nipeting  of  the  legislature,  till  January, 
1S&7;  but  it  might  be  extendbd  yeurtt,  because  it  Vi&s  leA 
entirely  to  tlie  legitiliUure  to  say  when  it  would  have  the 
census  tjikeu  and  unler  the  election  of  delegates.  If  the 
ciroumBtanueii  did  not  seem  fuvorable  to  it,  it  could  quietly 
watt  aud  the  president,  in  accordance  with  his  proiniae,  if 
it  wer«  necessary,  see  to  tlie  maintenance  uf  the  ttatat  ^uv^ 
\rith  the  state  militia  and  the  whole  federal  army.  It  did 
not  need  to  become  guilty  of  the  lca£t  violuiitiu  of  lavr  to 
ineuro  itself  a  complete  rictory,  for  it  might  allow  itcelf 
as  much  timu  tm  it  wished,  tu  wear  out  tlie  Freo-txiil  parly 
and  to  have  a  Dutliciuut  number  of  elavt- iiuldera  aud  uf  tliuse 
who  wished  to  become  slaveholders,  settle  in  the  terrilory. 
But  Douglas  did  not  expect  and  certainly  did  not  wish 
that  the  legislature  would  take  it  so  leisurely,  for  it  mi^dit 
be  difficult  enuiigh  to  get  thruugh  Uie  uiue  months  with- 
ont  its  coming  to  a  eatastruphe  in  the  territory.  The 
le<;i»^1  ture  only  needed  to  lot  the  election  of  del^ates 
lakt'  place  in  the  winter  wbeo  immigralioo  from  the  di*- 
taut  free  states  had  not  yet  set  in,  but  when  an  immigra- 
tion for  a  time  and  on  a  large  scale  could  bo  etartcd  from 
neighboring  Missouri,  that  tlte  electoral  auniiaigti  might 
be  ventured  ou  without  fear.  Douglas  wa&socuuvinnil  tlisi 
ho  had  sntticientty  insured  the  success  of  the  pro-sla^etT 
parly  that  he  asked  the  senate  for  the  concession  to  the 
Free-Suit  party  to  prohibit,  in  the  electiunuf  doIf^ti3a.atI 
the  "testa"  connected  wiUi  the  exercise  of  the  rijrlii  i»f 
snffrago  by  the  territorial   Uws.     Uow   this  was  to  he 
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cilcd  K-itli  ttia  Pact  thiit  he  left  the  "teiitfi"  in  tho 
ectinn*  to  tiie  legislature  iintuiiclieil,  ajid  i-et'uaed 
tbe  riglit  to  concern  itself  how  the  territory 
gTit  well  to  regnlate  its  affairs,  it  vcas  difliciiU  to  see; 
but  the  lio[)e  that  t]iib  concession  would  produce  a  certain 
inipret»ion  ou  the  more  oouservalive  friends  of  froodom, 
was,  perhaps,  not  wholly  unfounded.  On  the  other  band, 
he  thereby  pliiuvd  a  weajvon  in  the  lisiids  of  the  Rcpub- 
licanfi  whiuh  was  able  to  render  tlitm  good  service  in  prov- 
ing, ai  Sutnnur  eaid,  that  the  bill  waa  the  remedy  of 
injnetico  and  civil  war.' 

I'hift  was  indeed  a  correct  characterimtion  of  tbe  bill. 
BnL  the  snbatitnte  immetiiHtely  moved  by  Seward,  in 
accordance  with  which  KanHaii  waa  at  once  to  be  admitted 
mi  a  state,  onder  the  Tojieka  etmistitutiun,  wa»  not  i%  remedy 
of  justice  and  peace,  fur  not  only  hud  the  Topeku  cod- 
stitutioo  becD  drafted  and  adopted,  without  any  legal 
aiiUiorizaiiun,  bnt  it  waa  notorionsly  nitd  confetMit^ly  uut 
tlie  wurk  of  the  territorial  legislature,  but  only  of  a  party. 
It  waa  certain  that  neither  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the 
tcrritoi7,  nor  the  )n^jority  in  the  benute,  nor  the  president 
would  ever  agree  to  this  demand;  and  so  long  ab  the 
Kaneus-Ncbrneka  bill  liad  not  ceafiod  to  he  ttie  law  of  the 
kud,  QO  one  had  a  right  to  a«k  ihcm  to  dgree  to  it. 
Vastly  important  hb  it  wiis  to  fnirttriitu  the  attempt  to  win 
Kwisaa,  which  liad  been  "forever"  gimraitlccd  to  t'n^dom, 
over  to  slaver^',  by  force  and  fraud,  it  was  of  stiti  greater 
importance  that  ttie  Union  should  not  lose  the  character 
of  a  coiiHtitutiotial  country,  i^lilt  mor«  than  it  had  lust  it. 
Politieally  and  con&titntionalty,  the  desire  would  have 
beau  fully  jufititied  to  restore  tho  Miesonri  couipromiae  or 
to  prohibit  slavery  in  the  territory,  in  any  other  form. 
That  tho  repeal  of  the  Mii^wuri  cotnproniir^o  and  the  sab- 

*  Coo^.  Qlube,  l«t  Saat.,  Ullt  Ooogr.,  App.,  p.  l>9». 


282  KANSA8-MEIIRA8KA    BtLL    TO    nCCUANAX'l    Kt-WmOM. 


fttitntion  for  it  of  tlio  principle  of  Popular  Sovereignty 
were  a  shameful  brt-iich  of  faith  aud  a  di-ci^iiriil  perrersinn 
of  ibu  fiinilamcatnl  ideas  of  American  imtionaliLy,  unU  chat 
by  tlie  falsiUcatioii  of  tliut  meiidacions  pnnriple  ami  bjr 
open  vii>leiioo,  the  rigbu  <if  the  Frtiv-Soi)  i>art^-  had  been 
trampled  under  foot,  did  not  now  jaatilV  the  disfVantJitsB- 
Hi<>nt  of  llic  other  half  uf  tbe  ]KPpiilatioD,  in  op]x»sition  to 
the  ]uw8  of  tlie  land  and  the  tiiiderl^'ing  principli's  of 
American  nationality.  Bnt  all  tbiR  wonid  have  hanpenol 
by  the  iinmiHliate  ailiniAttion  of  Kansas  as  a  etate  nndf  r  tti« 
Topcka  conatitntion,  for  the  ktt«r  contnin^  not  tho  otK 
para^rapli  only  which  prohibited  slavery,  bot  was  all  tliat 
the  word  conotitiition  implies.  Only  o&  abs^dalvlr  com- 
puleory  grounds  of  tbe  higbeet  political  conbiduratlon 
Ahonid  (ungresB  with  it«  (consent  and  eanution,  hnve 
alUiwt-d  the  fiuidamiMital  law  uf  h  utate  to  he  fuii»tn]  aiion 
it,  by  a  part  of  thu  [mpiilHtion,  nesting  entirely  onL^ide  lh« 
law  and  in  lhi>  directcst  contnuliction  to  the  uill  uf  the 
other  half.  It  vaa  only  the  BhorUrst  and  fiimplest  inanuvr 
to  drag  Kansas  away  from  the  slarocraoy,  and,  as  oouu 
pared  with  that,  all  else  weij^liMJ  little  in  the  eyes  of  tbo 
RepiibliranK,  just  an  their  opponenla,  in  their  desire  to 
win  it,  had  no  regard  for  anything  which  stood   in   thoir 

pHtll. 

The  i-cvolntionary  spirit  which,  for  a  long  time,  had 
filled  the  fllavocracy,  in  the  pTOwetitloil  of  ita  Bpt-cific 
intercfit*,  now  took  poeeeselon  of  its  opponents,  and  this 
fact  WBB  the  etrongeat  proof  that  the  catastrophe  was  at 
hand.  Tbo  Kansas  qneetion  hiwl  i«k«n  such  a.  courMi  lltal 
it  conld  not  be  wen  how,  even  with  the  most  opright 
will  and  the  most  tamest  offorta  of  both  jwrti**,  a  rvinni 
ooiild  hdiiorably  he  made  to  the  gronnd  of  the  KanBaa- 
Nebraska  bill,  and  yet  the  fatality  bwl  to  bo  averted, 
although  both  pai-ties  rofased  to  listen  to  anyiliing  abonl 
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it  DouglsB's  "bill  was  not  an  effort  to  avert  it,  and  was  not 
intended  to  be,  but  put  the  seal  to  the  wrong  doings  of  the 
MisBourianB,  and  Seward's  demand  was  not  siinplj  a  parry- 
ing blow,  but  a.connter-blow. 

Seward  and  hia  associatee,  in  the  senate,  could,  indeed, 
talk,  protest  and  cliallenge,  but  could  carry  nothing 
through.  It  depended  on  the  Small  and  ae  yet  bo  incoherent 
majority  in  the  house  of  representatives,  whether  the 
slavocracy  would  once  more  win  the  victory  in  i'ederal 
legislation,  in  the  form  of  a  compact  or  without  such 
drapery.  Bat  the  honse,  on  the  19tli  of  March,  resolved, 
by  101  against  93  votes,  to  send  a  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  speaker  and  furnished  with  extensive 
])Owers  to  Kansas,  to  investigate  not  only  the  elections  but 
all  the  questions  relating  to  the  troubles  in  the  territory.' 
In  truth,  whoever  coald  still  harbor  the  illusion  that  a 
solution  of  the  Kansas  qaestion  would  be  found  during 
this  session  must  have  been  not  only  very  sanguine,  bnt 
very  blind,  for  the  session  had  now  lasted  more  than  three 
months,  and  not  even  an  attempt  at  mediation  had  been 
made  in  any  quarter.  Storm  and  struggle  were  the  signs 
of  the  times. 

■  S«e  Dunn's  resolutiuiu,  Congi.  Globe,  iBt  8eM^  ftlUi  Coogr.,  pp. 
690,681. 
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CU AFTER  VI. 


-LAW  AND  OBDBa» 


While  the  investigating  committee  of  the  hoo&e  of  repre- 
senUitivea^— Uoward  uf  Michigan,  Shuruiaa  of  Ohio  and 
Oliver  of  Mi&sonri — b^^a  tbuir  iiiquirica  on  the  «p)t,  tliv 
s^vwhus  (idivorod,  in  the  senate,  on  the  Katip-a^  bill  of 
the  territorial  committtio  (Bill  No.  172)  tiilcd  voinrace. 
A  Di-w  ulciaunt  was  introdiiuud  into  the  diactidaion  when, 
oil  the  7th  uf  April,  Cae&  preeentud  tlie  petition  of  thi 
•*Belf-«tj,'lu(i"  l^iblbtura,  lor  the  uilini^itiuu  of  Kansas 
a  fitata.  He  refused  to  answer  Seward's  question,  whni 
It^ii^liiture  lit)  was  speaking  of,  ae  utivless.  His  nuitiMii  to 
refer  the  petition  to  the  terriloriiU  couiniitteu  wiu>  hj^^hI 
to  without  ohjection,  but  the  further  motion  to  order  it 
priut«d  met  with  violent  oppositiun.  Bayard  wati  content 
to  declare  the  priutiiig  of  it  not  proper  because  it 
tended  to  emanate  from  '' uenutors  and  roprc&cntiitives"  of 
a  "state  "  which  did  not  exist.  For  the  eame  reason,  But- 
ler considenxl  it  au  insult  and  vi^irouely  rusieiiti^  it. 
Douglas,  on  the  other  haud,  thought  the  prioting  of  it  a 
matter  of  uo  importance,  l>ucau8e  all  suspicion  uf  au  ap- 
proval of  the  revolutlouarj  proceduro  of  the  Frue*Sittl 
partv  of  Kau^s  wus  excluded. 

The  di^ei)if>6ion,  to  which  Footo  put  an  end  bj  eallin;; 
tlie  order  of  the  daj,  hod  tainted  only  a  few  minutes,  and 
had  been  carried  on  on)y  by  Democrats.     Ki>twtLhMlAnt; 
ing  this,    furthur  dulHitif   would    have  tieco,  in  u  curtail 
»e»>o,  snporOtictiP.     Instead  of  looking  at  the  cxtra-l 
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ttcpR  of  tljc  FrcD.S(tiI  piirty  as  k  serious  irnriiiiig  Rddn-sscd 
[to  titi'lr  ]K)lilic»I  coit»cii?nce  and  their  pulitical  u-iMloniT 
['the  Deinornitfi  Sflw  in  tlit'in  only  a  wislied-for  pretext  to 
3se  their  ears  to  alt  tlie  deman<}8  of  riglit  and  jtiEtice, 
[and  to  pnreue  their  poliuy  in'lherto  more  rc'givi-dleaa  of  eon- 
|^ee(|U(>ncp&  ikon  ever;  and  on  tlie  other  hand,  the  Kepnb- 
|licfin«  found  in  them  a  mora!  justification  not  onlj  for 
uMing  with  rijfbi  and  justice,  but  for  idontifjinp  tliera- 
wtvcft  witti  the  Free-Soil  party  of  the  territory,  spite  of 
the  luct  that  ite  course  was  entirely  eNtra-lt-gal.  If  a 
|t'>lut!oa  of  thu  Kamtas-qneetion  was  vriished,  still  e»ch 
''tide  bch'cru'd  that  unlv  a  dcci&ion  in  its  own  favor  vrn» 
Uuch  a  eoliilion.  It  wan  not  nnima^inablc  that  there 
lintght  not  fiii»l1y  be  some  yielding  and  an  attempt  made 
j.to  cOecl  »  tmde  similar  to  those  maile  in  former  compro- 
Biit  of  this  there  canid  as  yet  be  no  qneetton,  as 
F'Mrnggle  was  only  hegiiming.  IT  an  effort  was  now  to 
be  made  to  effect  an  nnderetmiding,  its  starting  point 
wonid  iiare  to  be  the  honest  intention  to  roconeile  Inw 
Hud  right  with  one  another,  ar«J  5hc1i  an  intention  had,  as 
a  condition  precedent,  the  complete  refusal  to  influence  the 
decision  of  the  great  question  in  oonlroversy,  in  any  way. 

Iltoth  '-verc  impoKJIiIti  iind  hence  the  slightest  idea  of  eiirh 
im  nikdurstiindiug  in  tliits  Bctiee  tnnild  not  occur  to  either 
side.  But  if  no  nndemtanding  was  desired,  the  defence 
of  the  two  i»p]Hwed  views  could  only  (uld  fuel  to  the  flumes. 
Spite  of  endless  rupelitions  and  epile  of  t1ie  dead  weight 
of  constitutional  hair-!t[)liltlng,  the  speeches  were  re^ly 
m  fruitless  wnuigle,  but  they  tightened  the  knot  whieh 
it  was  sought  to  loosen.  Not  only  in  coagre£«  itiself  and 
nmnng  the  whole  people  did  passinn  grow  more  violent, 
[bnt  the  two  parties  in  the  torritorj-  were  spurred  on  to 
perM^vepe  nud  i<'  mnkc  even  grentcr  endeavors,  by  the 
[energy  with  which  their  caqsc  wiks  defended  in  congress. 
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Congrees  had  to  he  tbe  judge  and  yet  every  single  meraber 
of  it  was  liirnoelf  «  party.  But  when  the  judge*  become 
nhettor*  in  a  suit,  becanse,  from  calcnlation  or  conviction, 
tUvy  are  at  once  advocates  and  ptrties,  it  is  folly  to  de- 
niatid  jiiBttce  and  placability  t*rom  the  pnrties.  The 
[speeches  which  were  delivered  in  the  CapitoL  at  Washing' 
tun  bad,  natnr&IIy,  together  with  the  messages  and  procla- 
iQbtion,  to  be  transformed  into  dec<l$;  and  perhaps,  only 
by  their  being  so  tran&foniied  could  any  further  progress 
be  made.  IBnt  what  direotloo  that  progress  would  be 
forced  into  conid  not  he  seen. 

Governor  ShanQoii  seemed  to  beliere  that  the  worst  was 
]Mt88ed.  In  a  report  of  the  11th  of  April  to  Mai-cy,  he 
repelled  the  Rllegation  that  the  KifiBonrians  were  bent  on 
new  asi^iiuka  on  the  territorj'  b«  a  fable,  and  asserted  that 
the  proclnniBtion  of  the  president  bad  exercised  a  very 
ijuieting  inliiience.  >  If  this  were  correct,  the  people 
whose  tools  the  Border  Ruftians  were,  most  havo  become 
convinced  that  they  might  rest  on  their  laurels,  as  Pierce 
would  see  to  the  completion  of  their  work.  But  tbey 
were  very  far  from  doing  so.  Not  only  did  they  have  no 
jutentioii  idly  to  fold  their  arms,  but  they  did  not  conceal 
the  fact,  thatt  epite  uf  the  support  of  the  president,  tbey 
felt  by  no  means  sure  of  victory. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  the  Emigration  Society  of  La- 
fiiyette  County,  Missouri,  had  issued  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  southern  states,  in  which  it  frankly  confessed 
that  Missouri  was  no  longer  able  to  carry  on  the  sCrngglo 
alone.  The  two  parties  were  now  about  equal  in  number, 
iind  unless  the  »outh,  without  delay,  organized  an  immi- 
grfltion  on  a  large  scale,  it  would  be  beaten  in  the  October 
clcctions  and  the  territory  be  thus  lost  forever." 

'  Mtuu^'e  anJ  Documenta,  16gl)-57, 1.,  p.  01. 

'"Tbe  wmietit  euuatl«B  or  Missouri  hsr*  for  d)»  last  two  yaia 
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If  the  Emifri-ftlion  StKiety  bad  measured  the  full  bearing 
of  Uiia  adiiiiflsion,  it  would  scarcely  hare  made  it,     Tfiere 
was,  indeed,  in  Kansas,  a  nnnierous  pro-slarerj  partj;  tiie 
number  of  slaves,  howover,  was  exceedingly  imaii.     Botii 
slave    state    without  shiven,  is  a  non-viahte  moiit^trotiitj'. 
Nut  with  Bonier  RuIHhiis,  hut  only  with  slavi-s  could  the 
sotilli  coni]iier  Kansas  and  the  slaveholders  did  not  come 
[SO  long  as  the  Fr««-S(itl  partv,  in  the  territory  and  in  the 
'  free  states,  did  not  acknowledge  ititelf  conq^aered  nnd  did 
'not  give  ii[)  tiie  fight.     As  a  speculation,  settling  in  Kan- 
sas wiie  too  venturesome  to  attract  many,  and  no  one  con- 
Bfdered   himself   oWigcd    to   stake   hie   whole  economic 
cxietence  for  the  general  good;   what  always  happens  is 
euch  cases  happened  here;  that  which  was  at  once  the  con- 
cern  of  all  and  of  do  one  in  pArticiilar,  remaiued  oaper- 


Veen  beavUjr  taxed,  hoih  In  nrnney  and  lime.  In  Bghllnx  lh«  baUlM 
(if  lb«  Biiuili.  LHl'ti;»ll«>  Cdtitily  nloo^  bns  expeodwl  more  tlian  (100^ 
000  in  moav)',  out]  an  much  wore  [n  tlaiv.  .  .  .  Mi«4vuri,  wc  fa«l 
conDdeni,  hu  done  herdniy,  nitd  will  still  he  fbond  ready  aad  wllllnf 
M(1o  nil  ahe  can,  fair)}' aad  liooDrubly,  for  lb«  irihliiiaaanc*  uT  tlia 
Integrity  of  the  sgatb.  Bai  ilie  lime  baa  como  when  she  can  na 
IflOfcar  atand  up,  Hlngltttiandod.  the  lono  dianipion  of  lti«  tonth, 
ai{«iii»t  Iho  mTnaidci&g  of  tfa«  «ntire  norlb.  .  .  .  Hon.  tlieu,  Bhall 
theao  im[>eadingcri)»  t>e  aruided*  Tin-  iiDNiror  la  obrlouK.  Settle 
tbe  territory  with  emlgraiits  rrom  (he  emitli.  The  popnlfiilon  of  tbe 
territory  nt  this  timo  it  about  e()aal.  ■«  many  prvtlnrery  lotUvrt  aa 
abulIlloDttla.  .  .  .  It  tbeu.  the  south  Is  Influenced  by  a  spirit  of 
a(>ir-TP*)wct  and  ind«p«ndancA.  lat  *ncinDoi  bo  runniNl  to  aMiist  wul- 
icnuita.  ThoM  who  c&DDot  emigrate  can  coatrlbuie  money  to  aaalM 
IboM  whocan.  .  .  The  freat  iiroggle  will  coma  ofl' at  the  nest 
tl«ciioD,  ID  Ootobar,  ItUiG,  and  nnleu  the  eoaib  can  at  that  Umo  main- 
tain her  groaod  all  will  be  lo»l.  Wc  repeat  It,  the  crisiit  has  arrived: 
Tli»  limo  hiw  come  for  action— bold,  determined  action.  Words  will 
DO  longer  dn  any  good;  we  miut  have  men  In  Kani&x,  and  that  by 
tens  of  thouwrndBi  A  few  will  not  answer.  .  .  .  We  lell  yon 
amr,  and  tell  you  fninkly,  thai  unteM  you  cobw  quickly,  and  coma 
hy  Ihouaandf,  w«  are  gone.  Tti«  election!  osc«  loit  are  loel 
focarer." 
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formed.'      Tlie  colltcting  of  money  was  attended  with  bo 
little  Buccese.'  tlmt  cnlifitment  even  among  thieves  an^ 
adventurers  of  all  kinds  who  hud  nothing  to  lose  hot  H 
and  who  were  rcndy  et  any  tnomenC  to  etake  it   in   a 
qunrrcl,  was  not  \n.r]zQ.     Men  of  this  class  oonld  hare  been 
procured    in    an,Y  du&ired    ninnber,  and  tlioir  onlietinent 
woiiid  have  been  eecnred  to  a  greater  extent,  if  the  ednca- 
ted  and   wealthy  ekvehohlere  had  not  rightly  oorcludeil      , 
that  it  would  be  of  more  injury  than  eervicc  to  the  cans%^ 
of  the  eouth.     Sach   recroits   could   be  employed    wid|| 
excellent  resnlts  in  disturbances  on  election  dayii  and  in 
KJinilar  taskf.     But  that  business  was  well  talten  care  of 
by  tlie  Border  Rnf^ans;  at  niust,  tlieir  cohorts  needed  only 
a  little  reinforcement.     As  settlers,  ihcy  were  of  as  little     , 
use  Hit,  or  lesR  tlian.  Border  Rnfiiniis,  for  either  they  were 
birds  from  the  aame  nest,  that  is   too  familiar  with  the 
revolver,  the  bowie-knife  and  the  whiekey  bottle  to  liohl 
their  own  side  by  side  with  the  itnmigrante   from   the 
north  in  the  uee  of  tlie  plough  and  the  ho«,  or  thvy  wonld 

'  Th»8t.  Loiti«  Effnino  JVfw*  of  March  21,  I85fl.  wrote;  "Sinc«  Uie 
opinio;;  of  the  rlv«r,  Ibll  600  slaves  arrived  from  lli«  Ohio  riv*r  on 
their  wuv  to  [iuottM.  Th(^  J.  II.  Lucas  took  up  netirt;  100. ihe  Star  of 
Ili0  West  too,  (lie  Cliambcr!)  30  to  Tft.  ajid  ftlmosl  every  biMt  that  bM 
started  up  lUe  SLJMouri  riv«r,  hu  takao  it  largnr  or  smaller  aumtier. 
TliP  slarc!)  are  alniual  Id  wktj  case  taken  In  the  catrin,  while  [loui 
while  ruDiillea  jruilig  lo  tttp  anm«  plae«>  lake  pns^n^  below,  nn  d«ck." 
Tbb  Inst  alleKulIon  it  presumably  true,  but  alivws  ttiai  the  flgnres  arc 
greatly  exaggerated.  Field  Hlnves  certainly  did  not  traTel  as  cabin 
pnA«9ngnr«,  and  borne  lUves  were  not  numbered  by  buiittredt.  In 
anollier  letter  of  the  t4th  ofJano.  1936,  to  the  HtUiotial  Bra,  we  reail 
"If  thexoiitti  fflt  til Al  Ibis  tpii'tlory  was  not  already  gainMl  to  free, 
dvsi,  why  have  (li«y  oM  s^nt  Ibeir  rIat««  bore  1  But  a  wry  few  arc 
lo  the  territory.  Not  three  can  \x  foutid  Is  all  ccntml  or  wwtfra 
Kuniuu." 

'  111  the  legielature  Of  Georgia,  t^ook  of  CbftlMga  lalroduced  a  UII 
Iiri)vidiii)[  I'lir  an  aiiproitdatloo  of  CS9.000  lo  encourage  emigration  to 
Kansas.  After  a  long  debate,  the  bill  was  r^ected  by  a  TOte  of  fiU  w 
4&. 
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sf  through  close  (wntsct  wilU  the  latter,  to  recognize 

that  the)-  were  fighting  like  serfs  of  the  alavocniej  o^tnst 

,  their  otrn  interests.     If  the;  did  not  become  to  uncivilized 

iifllly  to  ruin  the  party  which  thcjr  served,  in  the  eyes 

fVrery  ilvcent  man  in  the  norch,  hy  tlieir  lawlessness,  it 

iHiaet  huvQ  Wen  apparent  that  tbey  wonid  grow  gradaally 

Inkfwiinn,  atitl,  in  tlic  end,  torn  "  traitttre,"' 

Part  of  what  the  Etnlgration  Society  of  Lnfnyette  County 

I  nskod  of  ihv  Huiitli  couM  not  be  dont;,  nnd  piirt  of  it  slionUl 

[not  have  be«n  wished  to  be  done,  but  the  society  was  not 

I  guilty  of  seeltig  thij  eitiiation  In  too  somber  colors,  withont 

,  reacKsn.     la   the  pi'uceful    struggle    with    the    iiortli,    the 

|boatIi  could  not  endure,  and  henco  it  Imd  to  endearor  Co 

force  a  quick  decision.     Id   its  efibrtg  to  obtain  sueh  a 

decision,  it  miglit  become  of  gr«at  importance  that  the 

repented  petitii^ne  and  warnings  of  the  Miesourians,  that 

they  tbotUd  not   be   left  alone  in    the   breach  were  not 

entirely  in  vain.     A  certain  "colonel"  Itiitord  of  AlnlianiA 

had  sold  liift  pliintiitinn  for  ;$50,i)00,  i»u\  in  the  Icrginning 

of  April  headed,  at  his  own  oxpcn«L%  300  men  who  were 

to  lalkor  in  Kiinsaa  tui  llie  templeof  slnvcry  a«  the  children 

v(  Israel   hud  once  wurke«l  on   the   ti'rnplc   of  Jehovah, 

ready  at  the  firet  bngle  blast  to  drop  the  trowel  and  draw 

the  Aword.     But  lalior  in  the  sweat  of  one's  brow  vtas  not 

at  all  to  the  taste  of  these  i'epresont»tiveg  of  the  chivalric 

spirit  of  whicli   the  south   boasted  fL8  one  of  the  nobteet 

,lVnits  of  its  peculiar  institnlion.     The  reception  they  met 


'  Til*  KiMMOt  Fret  At<n«— cnplad  in  Ihe  TnttepenOtnt  of  April  17, 

1 1836.  wriiea:    ''TI14  fuel  eminuc  bs  00Dinili<-(«id  ihat  %  vtiry  lar|;« 

'  majATlt^  uf  till!  entlKinnu  from  llie  wutli  when  left  lotliefr««exeit:iw 

uf  ihulrowD  Jiiilgmenl.KlwKyB  voiongiiinri  sliver;."    Tills  wasfsjing 

too  muclt,  bot  (bui  Ibe  aeoertioa  was  not  baaelMa  was  pr«vMl  by  »ouib«ra 

•TtdeDce,  alihoueh  in  coagma  as  wc  hsro  men,  it  wu  rc-prrspnicd  u 

Kt*Id4iit  lliui  Qviry  netUer  from  lbs  slave  slstM  also  belongtd  10 

le 


290 


CAK8A8-NUt!KA8KA    BILL    TO   BL'CHjINAH'S    KLBCTIOS. 


with  in  Uifcioiiri  pleitpeJ  them  so  w*^l1  that  tliej  at  first 
lingered  in  the  bonier  coiintiee  and  tuok  their  eOM,  until 
B  task  worthy  of  theiii  presented  itself.  Thdr  opportiiiitCy 
to  give  the  world  an  example  of  the  spirit  oi'  r.liivHlry 
which  hitil  grown  up  in  the  new  worlil  oa  the  soil  of 
slavery,  did  oot  have  to  be  waited  for  long. 

SlierifT  Jonp«  m-u  again  called  nixm  to  eiigogv  in  hit 
lavorite  hntiineM,  executing  n-arr»nU  for  tbc  arreet  of 
Free-Suilers  and  especiaUy  of  the  hated  citizens  of  Law- 
rence. The  Frve-Soilors  believed  tliat  it  was  intended  ta 
provoke  them  once  inoro  to  resistance,  or  to  Uie  forcible 
liberation  of  a  prisoner,  and  benoe  they  were  all  tho  more 
on  their  gnxrd,  to  give  the  federal  aolliiirities  no  preieTt 
for  interference.  Bnt  it  soon  became  mnnife«t  that  tb« 
calm  which  hod  prevailed  during  the  p«fit  months  bv  no 
tneans  jusiiSed  the  sanguine  de^criptiuD  which  Shannon 
had  drawn,  in  hi^' report  of  tlie  11th  of  April,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state.  Late  in  the  erening  of  thv  53nl  of  ApriK 
the  inhabitants  of  Lawrence  were  startled  bj  tlie  drcadfol 
intelligence  that  Jonee  had  been  mnnleronsly  shot  in  his 
tent.  It  was  not  qnite  as  had  as  re]Kirted,  bnt  it  was  Ind 
enough.  The  asuJlant  had  fired  thm*  time*:  ttie  firtt 
ball  niisBed,  the  second  graxed  the  slieriff*»  foot;  at  ttw 
third  he  fell  not  mortallv  bnt  dangerously  wonnded. 
Next  morning,  the  eitixene  held  a  meeting,  in  which  thl^ 
ga\-c  cxprv>..iit>n  lo  theirindignattoo  at  (lif  act,  and  Bobln- 
•oa  offnwi  a  reward  for  the  discovery  and  arrest  of  the 
assailant.  On  the  S7th  of  April,  colonel  Snmiicr,  aod«r 
hie  own  tiniiir,  addressed  a  oomninniCAtiun  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Lawrrnro,  strongly  exhorting  them  to  do  all  in 
their  power  tti  discover  the  **cowanUy  murdefor**  hecaase 
the  pi-acc  of  the  country  might  dr|icnd  Dp<iii  t!  '  '  ''  'ing 
hitn.  »inc«  the  op|ii>aito  party  would  not  fall   ;  'iit 

whole  place  respuii»ibIo  for  the  crime.     Bobinson  added 
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to  llie  ftestirance  he  gave  of  the  universal  horror  excited 
by  the  act,  the  ilLTlm-ntian.  tli»t  the  inhal)itant»  of  Law- 
rence lno1c«d  npoii  tlie  assjiilant  uh  (heir  enemy,  since  the^ 
hail  always  cotnIrmneJ  cverv  revolt  HgairiNt  the  law  and 
thu  utik-en  of  the  TiMiBnil  govvnitnent,  aiul  ha«I,  at  the  rimi*. 
[reattnl  Jones  as  a  feileml  oflicial.t  Tliiit  wak  all  tnie,  hut 
what  SouHier  hud  propheeied,  neverthvlesR,  happeiitMl. 
The  BOt  una  the  crime  of  an  ittdtvtdiiat,  hut  the  motive  I'or 
it  was  nDdeitiablf  to  be  louUetl  for  in  political  animosity 
und  that  was  siifficieiit,  in  the  evee  of  the  pro-eUvery  party, 
to  lay  the  moral  aatlio)-Bliip  of  it  at  tlie  feet  of  the  citizens 
of  Lawrence  and  of  the  whole  Free-Scil  party.  I'aseion 
M-aA  altogether  too  high,  for  men  to  jiul^  equitably  and 
jufilly.  And  there  was  no  wir^h  to  jndge  eqnitnhly  or 
itly,  becanst*  the  cpisoiie  could  he  tnrned  to  such  good 
>nnL  Tlint  tint  might  lie  done  to  the  atniont.  (he 
entire  prvss  of  the  pro-&larri*^-  party  immediately  Kaid  that 
Jwiies  was  dead,  and  the  most  extravagant  eulogy  was 
heaped  npon  his  memmy.  Keeling  was  ihns  eieaU'd  in 
the  mo«  ellectiinl  manner,  but  that  vcm  all  that  eonld  he 
done  now,  for  even  the  philosophy  .>f  law  of  Rtnler 
Knffisnism  wnid  haw  no  char|r«  on  the  alleged  mornl 
^uilt  of  ihe  citizens  of  Lawrence,  iuto  which  a  court  of 
law  would  inquiie.  But  as  the  i>ro-8)arery  p'<rty  were 
eolved  to  hunt  down  tbeir  prey,  another  pretext  wn>  soon 
Mind  to  all'iw  the  impatient  pack  of  booiids  to  be^iii  the 
chase. 

On  the  ITth  of  April,  the  invesligaling  committee  had 
come  to  Lawrence.  Tiie  pro-slavery  jjarty  recollected  their 
own  deeds  well  enough  to  have  no  donht  how  the  world- 
hlttoric  catte  lietweeu  them  and  the  Free-Soil  party  wonid 
bQJndged  by  civilized  mankind.     That  wonld  have  been 

'Tbn  two  t«ilerk  are  printed  Id  ftill  In  Pliilipp'R,  Tba  OQiiqu««t 
of  Kaas48,  p\<.  %y:,  2M. 
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a  matter  of  the  ntmost  indifTerence  to  tTiern  if  it  nHgbt 
not  become  of  importance  to  tlie  further  conrse  and  tor 
the  ifidue  of  the  stnig;jle.  To  prevent  this,  the^  devised 
a  combined  mancBnrreof  the  ulmost  bareness  intended  tn 
pnrrv  the  threatening  blou-  or  at  leost  to  wenken  it  greatly, 
!i!;d  hy  a  connter-blow  of  overwhelming  weight,  bo  to 
ilemornlize  their  opponents  that  tliey  became  incapable  of 
furtlier  resistance.  T!ic  plan  received  an  alraoetdiabolical 
character  from  thn  fact  that  the  chief  part  in  it  was  ae- 
aigoed  to  the  judicial  power.  Tliie  raieea  a  aitepicioD  that 
the  jnd^  who  lent  himself  to  the  execution  of  the  pitsce 
of  villaiiiT  had  deviled  it.  btit  that  cuiitiut  he  proved. 

On  the  5th  of  May.  Judge  Lecoinpte  instructed  the 
gntnd  jury  of  Dongla?  County  to  the  effect  thai  it  ahoald 
tind  bills  for  high  tren^on  n>>:ain»t  all  persons  who  bad 
offered  an\  i-eiiisianee  to  the  territorial  laws,  becanec  such 
persona  had  revolted  against  the  anthority  of  the  Union, 
since  the  legislature  had  been  chosen  by  virttin  of  the 
organic  law  jjdssed  by  congress;  further  those  wcreguJItv 
of  'constructive  high  tn-ason  "  who  had  not  actually  re- 
sisted the  ten-itoriiil  lawe,  hnt  ^ho  hml  made  combinations 
to  tlmt  effect  or  who  had  aided  and  allotted  anch  combina- 
lione.'  From  the  fact  that  the  territorial  legielatnre  wae 
L'hosen  by  virtue  of  fedenU  law,  to  infer  the  constitutional 

1  "ThiB  wrrltnrr  w>g  orgaaixed  by  an  act  of  coDgr^M,  and  no  far  iB 
aulltarlt]-  U  frnni  ibe  Uoll4>d  Stat^i^  It  hits  a  la^iluar4>  ridded  ia 
pursuance  of  ilmt  orgimtc  net.  Tlii»  legi*liiiure,  bnlag  an  instnttam 
of  ron^'iMo,  lij  wbich  It  guT«rn«  ili«  (erriiory,  1im  ptSMid  Inws;  lhM« 
law-i,  tberefofp.  are  of  t'ni(«d  StntM  AulliorUj  »od  mnkinsi  and  all 
ibAt  rMint  tlion  tawB  refti*t  tlic  pow«r  and  auihoritjr  of  ibe  L'niiad 
Slates,  and  urp,  tli^reruro,  gti'irv  of  bigh  Irea^n. 

'  Kow,  geatlcmeu,  if  jou  Ijuj  ttmt  any  peitoDt  barereelfited  thcM 
laws,  ib9D  miiMt  you.  under  jroiir  onths.  Ilnd  bills  against  tucb  perawu 
Tor  litgh  irca«an.  If  you  find  thfil  nr>  such  rcHittnnr«  htts  bven  madfl, 
but  ttutteoniljiDnlion*  liiivo  bcr^u  formed  for  ihe  pur]>U*c  of  reelsllBg 
ilirm,  Mi()  iiidtviduala  ut  Lullu«tic«  AUtl   uoiori«t/  hava   been  aJd 
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eqaAlitj  of  territorial  and  federal  lawa  was  onlj  a  sublime 
absunlitji';  tlie  ductrine  of  "OODetructive  high  tre&soa  ** 
on  the  otlier  liand,  was  a  conscious  fabrication  and  both 
parts  uf  Uie  instrnction  miglit  make  tlie  giving  of  it,  by 
ite  |>055ible  oonfiequcnces,  morally  if  not  legally,  a  capital 
crime. 

riie  instruction  waa  logically  no  impnlpshle  a  me^lley 
of  words,  tliat  it  ie  diflicnlt  to  sar.  tvliwtlier  Lecinnptp 
wisbed  to  Bpealc  of  high  treasun  ngitinst  Rnnsas  nriigHinst 
the  Unitml  Slatve;  but,  in  either  case,  his  instrnction  had 
tio  T^al  foundation  whatever.  Crittenden  was  "i'  the 
former  opinion,  and  rightlj  thought  that  hij;h  treason 
against  a  terriiorj  was  a  consiitiitiutml  absniditv:'  but 
of  high  treason  against  the  United  Sutea,  there  was  no 
question  here,  because  the  conetitittion  had  very  exactly 
dcHne<l  the  crime,  and  in  that  de!iriitiou  tlierewas  nothing 
about  resistance  to  fcileral  lawe.  to  say  nothing  of  resist- 
ance to  territorial  laws.  To  «xcl(ide  every  doubt,  it  was 
expreMly  provided  that  "only  "  the  crime*  enumerated  in 
Art  Iir,  :xct.  3  of  the  constitutiun,  "Icvving  war  af^inst 
the  United  otates,  adhering  to  Ibeir  •ncraies,  giving  lliem 
aiit  and  comfort,"  should  constitntc  treason,  and  whoever 
bad  tbe  eligbteat  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  consti- 
tution, was  aware  that  this  very  significant  "only"  waa 
inieuded  to  exclade  from  the  ounstitutional  law  of  the 


bftd  ab<mln|f  In  snch  comblna^loD*,   Itmn   must  yon  bI!I1  flncl  billii  far 
couatroctlvr  U<;n«ca."    Tlic  yativnal  I uteiUgcMtr,  June  ft.  iSM. 

■  "  You  niiglil  sa  well  i:il)c  atlOat  tr«aM>B  asalDMl  a  coknij^  iii  ■  titate. 
ulr«uon  ngninst  KniYx-iv.  TrauoD  i«  ■  crim*  which  ran  W  com. 
mltlcd.  M^-ordioK  to  our  JeflnltioD  ot  rl,  only  acAin.Ht  tb«  •civciri^niy 
of  ibe  conntT^.  Tb«  i«rnt»ry  of  Knuans  liu  no  anrereignty  It  Is  a 
gftv«min«nt  which,  ta  all  Its  branoUc-i^,  la  aubordioaU.  Th*  iMT«r- 
elgnty  b  Is  Ihe  pcoplo  of  Ibe  United  t^iatf»  lliere  may  be  irfaaoii 
•gsin*t  tha  Unitize]  Slnletv  Ltit  ib«r«  can  lio  nono  iijtoinsl  Uio  K^rriluiy 
of  KwiMM.  Id  can  Kan<a«  l<>gi<i|nlo  wliikt  nhnll  b«  treaeon  against  titv 
United  SuitM-"    Cougr.  OIotM,  ^Smn.  :!lili   Coogr.p.  S7. 
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United  SUtes.  the  "coiisLrut-tive''  liifib  troawn  which 
plnj-ed  so  gtviit  and  eo  melancholy  h  part,  iii  thu  hidtury 
of  England.  Leconipte,  therefore,  dorlnred  from  the  bench 
tliat  it  waa  the  sworn  duty  of  tlie  grand  jury  to  pei-aetute 
his  political  opponents  for  crime*  which  cither  could  not 
bu  comniitt«tI  ur  which  had  no  legal  exiittcuce.  If  the 
doctrine  contained  in  that  inBtri;otion  became  Ikw,  in 
KaD»as,  every  mati  who  rontinne<)  to  refuse  ubedience  to 
the  territoriiil  Ibwi*  liecaiti>e  of  their  invalidity  risked  his 
neck;  and  the  objeoT  ^f  the  con^titutiou  sod  tlie  laws 
would  have  boon,  nnder  the  fonns  of  legal  procednra,  to 
allow  the  entire  iVee-Soil  party  [o  be  treated  u  ontlnw», 
in  respuct  to  the  )>roat  political  question  at  ie«uc.  Tliih 
doctrine  delipc-i-od  to  the  grand  jury  feU  upon  fruitfnl  xni- 
It  recommended  the  eonrt  to  abate  tlic  two  FroL-Soil 
imjiera  published  in  Lawrence,  the  Ilerahl  fj'  freidottk 
and  the  Kanaaa  Fret-  State  which  prt'nclicd  revolt  against 
the  territorial  Iuwk.  and  to  bike  stepK  by  which  the  ao- 
called  '■  Free-State"  Hotel  might  be  removed  bccanae  It 
wag  provided  with  loop-boles  for  gnns  and  cnnuona.  and 
waa  thercfoitj  evidently  boilt  u  the  chief  citadel  of  reaiet- 
anoe  to  the  laws.'  The  fntnre  showed  that  t}i!a  reeoni- 
mendation  waa  not  intended  merely  &»  un  attempt  at  in< 
titnidatiun,  but  H  could  not  yet  Iw  diiicovercd  when  and 
how  it  waa  to  be  carried  out.  The  g^m\  jury  ua»  of  colireo 
very  clear  that  what  was  tnte:ided  was  to  throw  a  ropo 
around  the  neck  of  the  Free  Soil  party,  bnl  how  the 
threads  which  ii  was  made  to  epin  were  to  be  twieted 
logethor.  it  certainly  did  not  know.  It  was  a  Wind  Urtd, 
and  Biirely  did  not  giiitpect  tlint  the  citation  of  IC4:odur  to 
give  his  teatiuiouy,  which  thoy  now  wereindncod  to  rcsolra 
upon,  was  dirocti}'  eouoected  with  the  desire  cxpn»*ed  by 

>  Th«  locbaical  mum  aMifned  fbr  Ui«  damaiuJ  vu  tb*t  lb«  two 
papent  aad  Vm  houl  wart  uiiiwuiota. 
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citation  wae  the  key  to  the  whole  intrigue  or 
rntlior  to  tlie  whole  o^ngpiracy. 

Heetler  was  with  the  invest igaii on  committee  in  Tecum- 
eeb,  when  asfii&fnnt  marshHl  Fain,  on  the  7th  of  Majr, 
BOrred  him  with  the  snnitnon^.  llie  ex-governor  called 
attention  to  the  iiict  that  the  ^innmoae  was  not  drawn  np 
in  Ii^gnl  fonn,  bnt  did  not  wieh  to  attach  any  weight  to 
lliat,  and  leased  his  refusal  to  obcj  it  on  the  farther  fact, 
that  he  hud  no  information  of  anv  iinpurlnnoe  to  give  the 
grand  jury,  while  the  public  interest  demanded  (hn.t  he 
bhonld  remain  with  the  investigating  committee,  to  pro- 
mote ita  labors.  Thig  was  ^ei-taiuly  correct,  but  it  wae 
also  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why  his  pre^nce  waa  de- 
manded in  Leuompton.  Preciftoly  Itecau&e.  by  ht&  accurate 
lucal  know]ed);e,  he  was  of  the  most  material  service  to 
*,he  ICepublican  majority  of  tlie  comtnittee,  had  be  to  be 
ramoved.  But  bv^ides  this,  there  was  a  desire  to  be 
Avenged  ou  the  "traitor"  and  that  in  the  most  sensitive 
manner,  by  forgiti({  from  hie  dieobL>Jlfnce  the  wejtpoiifl 
with  which  the  unniliilating  blow  against  hie  party  was  to 
be  dealt, 

F«in  appeared  again  next  day,  bnt  thie  time  with  a  war- 
rant for  Itewler'g  umwt,  on  the  ground  of  contetnpt  of 
eonrt,  Recder  a*kt-d  for  the  protection  of  the  committee, 
Mid  Howard  uud  ShiTiuanexprtiesed  thvir  ptir&onul  opinion 
tu  tlie  efi'cct,  that  the  court  M-a»  not  uiittiorisud  to  i»t>uc 
tlie  onlur,  Itiit  decliuixl  all  othciat  interfurunce.  Rceder 
notwithatandiug  reful^ed  to  obey  on  the  ground  of  hia 
fllle^c<l  inmuinity  and  lieeauiie  be  claimed  be  hud  reaaon 
to  believe  hia  perwual  safety  would  be  endangared  In 
Leeorauton.  Tlii»  was  what  wa«  wished.  The  load  ex- 
preeflions  of  approval  with  which  some  of  the  Free-Suilers 
present  had  acoom|tAiiied  Uceder'a  emphatic  declaration 
willed  the  falo  of  Lawrence. 


208 


KAK9AS-XKRBASICA    BUX   TO    BCCIUXAK's    BXUOTIOX. 


The  leadere  of  the  l-'i-cc-Soil  party  had  been  convinccil 
for  fioine  time  thnt  n  more  violent  ebjrm  wite  A|jpn)acliing 
than  aiij*  wliinh  had  hitherto  ewrpt  over  the  niitbrtnnatc 
conntrj.  ItohinifOR  had*  therefore,  rc*olvod  to  tulcc  ■ 
journt-j  to  the  ea«t,  there  ti>  get  asiiiniiice  &oni  his  con- 
geners in  opinion  that  the  TVe-Soil  purty  would  not  be 
left  in  the  hirch,  in  case  lar;ger  su-arma  wore  thrown  bv 
the  soutb  into  the  ii-rritory.  The  uii»iicce»8ful  nttoinpt. 
however,  to  arrest  KoL-der  imidc  him  cwusider  il  very  qiies- 
tionable,  whether  he  eliould  carry  out  hie  Intentioas  pre- 
cisely at  this  muiiient.  But  he  yielded  to  the  preesnro  of 
tis  fnend^,  partly  lieeauee  he  had  still  another  object  in 
ondcrtaking  the  journey.  Tlio  pro-slavery  part}'  miidc  to 
little  effort  (o  conceal  the  rtigo  ivicli  which  thoy  followed 
tlic  labors  of  the  investigating  committee,  that  Howard 
and  Shennan  feared  an  attempt,  if  ntU  ugainst  their  per< 
Buna,  at  lea^t  Hgaiiittt  their  papers.  Tlicae  papers  might 
become  of  aiiiHcient  importance  ia  the  fit rt her  coiirttc  of  the 
stnifrglc  and  cspeci:dlv  in  the  presidential  campaign  lu 
n--qnire  a  criiTtinal  coti]><de.inain.  Hence  it  waa  doi«r 
mined  that  llie  trea-nre  which  the  Bcandalous  record  oon- 
stiluted  in  (he  hands  of  the  tiepnblica.'iK,  ehoald  be  quietly 
conveyed  to  a  place  of  safety,  A  copy  of  it  waa  secretly 
made  that  Mrs.  Ruhinson  wbo  accoinpnniod  bcr  husband 
might  gtnnggle  it  into  the  east  With  good  reason,  it  woif 
not  considered  safe  in  Robineon's  own  hsinds,  for  it  now 
became  apparent  that  he  bad  not  l)€en  deceived  by  bis  eril 
aiiepicion&.  On  the  12th  of  M:iy,  be  was  arrested  at  Lex- 
ington, Uif»onri,  on  the  pi-etext  that  lie  »Iehed  to  escnpti 
a  charge  mn'le  A;;^iin^t  him,  by  Hight.  Certain  **  guuttc- 
mcn''  bad  the  coii»iderate  attention  to  comi)el  him  to  go 
with  them  flccretly  from  tlie  boat  to  the  cily,  becatwc 
otherwibe  the  dninki-n  crowd  wmild  have  attiirlc<!d  bira. 
lira.  iiobiuHon  oonttauod  ber  journey  with  the  well  oun- 
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sealed,  valuable  doouments, i  lint  the  "governor"  of  die 
Frse>Soil  party  wae  ddtnined  as  a  prieoner,  aliIio<ii,'1i  tiie 
etorj  of  tilt  ciisrgv  sgaioet  bim  was  a  pnre  iDvciition,  and 
oven  if  it  lind  been  true,  it  would  not  liavc  given  &  I'iglit 
to  any  crowd  of  MiHSouriaiis  to  pitijr  tlio  purt  t>f  Kntiiiiii' 
bailiffe.  KveJcr  wlio  no  longer  fult  Ntfc  in  Lnwrunii',' 
Iiap[>ilf  effected  tie  escape  dtsgnitied  mbs  boatman,  after 
lie  liad  eoiicoulcd  hiinsclt'  for  Hime  time  in  a  hotel.  The 
Free-Soil  piirty  bad  bei;n  deprived  of  ila  lender,  and  its 
opponeuts  bad  obtained  tlie  pretext  which  they  needed  to 
carry  out  their  plan. 

On  tbollili  of  May,  tlie  day  before  the  arrest  ofRoTilnson 
in  Lexington,  iiinr^hal  DonaldBoii  had  isi^iied  a  pruebma. 
tioii  to  the  people  of  Kaneae  which  notified  Liiu'rence  that 
Iiour  hiKl  como.     Tlio  procUnintion  etatod  that  u  '*  large 

imbcr  of  citizens"  of  Lawrence  had  "evidently"  resisted 
the  execution  of  the  warrant  of  arrest  by  the  assistant 
mar^^baJ,  ancl  it,  tlierefore,  called  iipati  the  law-al)idiiig 
oitiKens  to  come,  as  Boon  as  post^ible,  in  enl^icieut  nitnibur, 
to  Lceompton.  in  order  to  excenCc  tlie  warrants  of  arrest 
in  tlie  hands  of  the  mar^Iial,  since  it  wan  to  be  expected, 
tliat  a  large  niinilier  of  armed  men  would  resist  him.  The 
first  allef^tion  had  reftrenee  to  Fain's  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  arrest  Recder.  In  an  oflQeial  conininnication  dated  only 
fbnr  days  later,  the  inarOial  convicted  himself  of  so 
monetroUB   an  exaggeration  in  respect  to  that  oecuronco 

■"  InBt.  IxniKtlielnuiilod  lb«m  toC  K  WhUkiu.  wbait«Itvereill1iein 
lu  ipvuker  Oiiulu  ua  MoudDy,  where  tlioy  nra  bejuml  ibu  rriich  <>f 
Bunlor  KutDuu  or  ol'  frL-aldeot  Pl«rce."    Tlie  IndeptadMt,  May  S2, 

*  lliilipio  write*:  "  I  hav«  liiit^  doiitil  but  Ite  was  arced  ui  do  so 
(to  l«»e  LnwwBCP)  liy  ihf  imrntipni  of  the  owni  mitloif  {of  Ihfl 
hunin  rif  ri'iirc'vnlnlinM).  They  rt'Ki>"l<^'l  liiui  u  Ibttnluintttiuj;  lilouk, 
uul  Willie  Itils  WU4  meri-l]r  nn  apot<ijt>'  '"'  sUflck,  ibc  mrmlH-nt  ut  Iba 
utnmiw-lnn  wi«li<->:I  miUilng  la  occur  tliul  would  put  it  sli)|i  to  tbell 
luportaot  InT«3tig>tloo."    Tlie  Cuaquciit  of  Kuiut,  p.  2T5. 
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that  it  must  be  simpler  deacrilioil  as  a  lie.  He  at  the  same 
time  fnrnislied  prcwf  hitiiself  tliat  the  ]»rodiuiialioii  liad 
not  been  insucl,  iHrcAiise  Ijiwrunco  hjui  rceiotcd  the  exec!U- 
tion  of  the  luws,  but  bccansc,  iindur  the  iiiodt  frivolons  pre- 
text, tlie  pln^e  was  cliarjrtHl  with  hurnig  done  so  slncu 
il  was  resolved  to  fuinigule  the  viper  nest  of  tite  Free-Soil 
party.  lu  this  coinmuulcation  of  the  15th  of  Sfajr, 
directed  to  a  committee  of  tha  citizens  of  LnnTsuce,  tbt 
'•groat  imtn1]i-r"  sbritiks  to  "one  or  two  citizens  of  Iaw-- 
rotice,"  atid  their  resi^taneo  to  the  arrest  of  Rroder  was 
r<-duocd  ti>  rhi»,  that  their  "londiv  applniidwl "'  his  wordB. 
With  ai.  involnntarjr  tooch  of  the  coinicnl,  PwnaUIson  adds 
to  thisc^nfc-Mivii  the  declaration  that  Fajtt  abstained  from 
milking  the  aiTeet  becatuu*  he  was  convinced  thut  tlM 
nttetnpt  might  oo6t  him  and  hie  few  attendants  their  lircs. 

The  I'ttiKens  of  Lawrvnco  fean^l  tliai  DoiuUdtK>D  and  his 
possf  vomitaitu  woiihl  have  stronger  nerves.  A«  t'arljr  as 
the  llth  of  Ma^r.  thcT  hail  held  a  ineuliiii!  and  appntnlud 
;i  coinmitt«e  tu  applj  to  shannon  for  pnilection  agmia»t  ihr 
gnerilta  bands  which  had  been  nu»od  in  Kansas  as  well  as 
ill  MiBfuuri  with  hostile  intent  upiinst  Lawrence.  Tb« 
governor  answered  tliem.  that  only  the  W^)  posse  of  the 
I'nited  StJites  marslinl  and  of  the  iheriff  of  XJoiiglos 
County  were  moving  towards  the  place,  aad  that  he  wuuhl 
nut  pmte<-t  them  ii^inst  the  h'^itiniHle  e.iii«^(SjnencpB  of 
their  iUi>|^l  aet:^,  eo  long  as  they  had  a  military  DronDiza- 
tion  to  re:<;iet  tlie  Inwit  uf  the  territory 

Tlw  h^jijal  pni*e  which  had  oonie  together  in  Lecomj'tOH 
wore  the  same  gang  who  had  waged  the  Wakuriisa  war, 
mixed  op  with  Bnford's  men  and  i>tlier  Catalinariao  indi- 
viduftls  who  hail  come  over  from  tlie  cuttoo  slates;  Itafotd 
hiiiiw^K  and  one  *'coIoa'.r'  Titws  fn-iii  South  Camlitia  were 
amonj!  th.'  tnistwl  ndvifiers  uf  the  g.>vem«r.  Ilic  i-ilizcDs 
of  Lawrence,  ihcrefMi-o,  cxpecieit   the  worst.     la  a  uow 
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on  the  13tli  of  Mftv,  thoy  do:Ifti*ed  tlio  clinrge* 
inst  tlieiii  ill  the  iiiiti>lml'ft  tiroclumution  tu  be 
entirely  onfoiinded,  eaid  ttmt  tliey  were  rcatl)-  to  obey  any 
order  of  arie&t,  even  otfered  to  act  as  a  posst:  fur  tlie  inar- 
filial,  but  closed  n-itli  the  decUratiou  that  they  woiitd 
derend  cliemiieives  to  the  death  against  a  iiiub.>  As  they 
rightly  feare<l  that  the  cominUtee  of  eafeiy  would  not  keep 
this  proiniiie,  they  chose  n  new  mmtiittee  which  came  up 
,  to  the  wishes  and  e\peetalions  of  the  more  determined  stiU 
llesH.  Tliu  reflolntiDiL-i  were  sent  Co  Donaldfon  with  a  letter 
in  which  he  wus  re({iie«ted  to  let  the  citizens  of  Lawrence 
know  what  waa  really  naked  of  them;  the  assurance  was 
Hgaiu  givt^i)  that  «iisietaric<!  would  he  willingly  given  him 
Lin  the  execution  uf  all  legal  orders  of  arrest.  04>ttaIdBon*8 
AiiBwer  was  the  let  or  already  mentioued  of  the  19tb  of 
I  May,  which  the  United  Statca  ma»h&l  did  not  bluab  to 
!e]>ieo  witli  c<>ariG  infitilt.  To  the  question  wbetlier  the 
gentlemen's  eyes  ht>d  yet  lioen  opener]  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  still  laws  in  Kiu;6as  which  most  be  obeyed,  ho  added 
Uie  dcclnmlion  tliat,  after  all  that  lind  happened,  no  faith 
could  lie  a.tiiched  to  their  aasurancQs.  I  f  thv  bnndti  in  Law* 
rence  bad  done  nothing  cnntmrv  to  law,  they  liiid  no  reason 

>to  fear  him;  bnt  he  uuiild  execute  his  orders  ot  arrest, 
when  and  how  it  seemed  good  to  him. 
There  was  aoon  no  lack  of  illuetratiou  to  the  remark  of 
Iho  marshnl,  tlmt  only  the  guilty  necfded  to  fear  his  posse. 
Whoever  could  not  give  BRtififaetory  information  oonceni- 
iiig  his  position  ou  the  slavery  <)iicdtion,  received  the  most 

Ipnlpahlc  proof  that  the  Border  Kofflaiig,  $»  the  Richmond 
Eri'juiref  had  reccutly  said,  wore  the  pioDccra  of  a  high 
h^^Itul  we  MP  triidy  to  ivftiBi,  ifneod  be.  unt<iilrtklh,lti«rBTBS4'siinil 
Bbkltoo  of  an  iDViMlIng  mob."  Th»  documents  Tor  which  no  oilier 
HoriM  t»elt«d,u«  printed  In  full  ta  Lb*  bonk  l>)r  PlilHppa  bo  IVequeolly 
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ancl  honorable  civilization.'  Beciiise  I^u-r  ncc,  aiidiT  a 
false  [lrete^t,  was  ontlnwed,  every  Free-Soiler  wlio  fdl  inbt 
the  liands  of  llie  knigkte  of  law  and  order  was  obliged  tv 
hnve  all  that  he  possessed  looked  upon  as  so  inuHi  right- 
ful buoty,  and  to  be  thankfal  that  he  escaped  witli  sach  ii 
tine  and  h  fright  In  a  coromnntoatioii  of  the  17tli 
<jf  Miiy,  Oie  citizens  of  Lmrrenee  eal)e<l  Duoaldfiou's  al- 
tciition  to  all  tliis  latrlei^sness,  and  asked  him  whether  he 
recogiiize<l  these  people  as  belongitij;  to  hie  pottso,  bat  nn 

'  "Tbe  Harder  KirfDnn,  ibe  Tanner  of  Ibo  far  notitb  anil  we«,  la  tlio 
notileat  type  of  iniiiikintl.  la  bis  persun  U  rpvir«d  nil  ilie  clilvnlry 
ttud  gi-ixi-ro^lty  of  )be)cni;ftitiof  tli«nid(tl'>  ng^.  IIcixs^ualljiKtblc. 
but  fur  moio  u^efbl  lie  ts  the  ploupvr  vf  n  big)i  kdc]  bununible  rlvill- 
xaiiiin.  Ud  i*  plnntln^  a  uiiuier-plM-e — men  like  the  Qtintk*  ajiil 
It'iomoB— oa  A  ii«w  s.iil."  'ni*  UicbtnoDd  En^«ir«f,  h\>ti\  16.  IbM. 
Ur.  •I.V.  l:  Siiiilb,ex-uia3ioral  ])oM(iD,dDri[i-a-ivliowa>lintRii»iratioo,  (1m 
AnlliOD}-  Kuiii»  mi^n  «rtiiii>— itiprcrorp,  pmlubljr,  nu  '*il>i>Utionlrt"— 
drew  u  M>iiicw)iat  leM  nult«rinK  deacriplioa  of  tb«iD:  "Tliut*  J  saw 
at  W^)ili»)n,  wlicw«  (^iitnp  vi*»  in  ih«  wood!  onlx  a  few  roia  oat  of  ib« 
territory,  were  young  men,  rough,  ooarMt,  inerrini;,  «W"j;g*riri(r.  d»rr- 
dcvil-lnoklng  iMscalR  ueT«r  swunf  npoQ  a  galluir»  Tlii-y  bud  not  a 
redeeming  Iralt  r>rdisract«r  Oo  ibn  cniiirHry,  llioy  wnp  ■  bnrribly 
|)rafttB«,  wbiKky-drinking  cnll^ctioii  of  niiMe««  deKp«nk(tnc«,  wtiow 
depradiLlIdQs  upun  the  peatMible,  ibdu!>iriou*n:cnpanis<)f  tbe  Illllo  Inf 
liuta.  wliiL-b  staod  Illc«  ndniiratioti  poinu  in  «v«ry  dlrectlun  av«r  tb« 
fkr  diatani  n-nvlng  prtiirl^a.  d^maod  ibe  MrnMl  aiiij  inimcdl»ie  laler- 
poblilon  of  (bn  ^Teraiii^at. 

-■  Tliu  marmidwra  wniv  tnounled  on  bnr»ea  and  uiul«a,  amied  to  ib* 
Icffih  Willi  |.i'U)l«.  lorg  hir.veii  nnd  carbines.  Tbey  r«b  lra\'<?I(>ra,  »mv 
prisr  llif  btiiiible  reaidenl-i  of  |irnlric  cabins,  whom  lliwy  Mlrlp  of  ihitif 
vnltDtblm,  and.  in  Tf|>rnli>d  Instaocca,  murder  lli«  owiwr.  lliey  driwf. 
off  cattle,  lb*  property  m-mt  in  rcquMi,  and  steal  botaes.  TbeyobII([p 
a  man  t>i  dieiuuiint.  oud  ttdcv  lils  lioree,  and  abould  Im  remiiuMral*  or 
reiihl,  liiim-  liU  lirainn  out  Kiihunt  upolofy. 

"O«a*ionnily  tbo»illainsmakc  a  munakeand  kill  onrofilielrrrtrii 
numljrr.  Veliictw  are  Moppi-d,  iiocket-booka  osetlianlwl,  sjid  iliay 
order  porw>«i.  loyuit  ibpierriiory  wiibisinoohBoiK-lialiinc«Mil>o«jii 
Uicywer*  ibe  propriemrsuf  ibo  *"il,«d  lltp  relga  of  dt^poHam  farf 
fairly  comini-uced.  TlivM  mnunletl  n>l>lwrB  niuDm»all  ifa»  rwinatveltaa 
cbaracierlaiica  of  Iialian  farlgauds-"  Congr.  Qlobe,  let  b««.,  V4lb 
C-ongr.,  App.,  p.  8M. 
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Buwuer  was  vonclisafi^d  thorn.  On  llio  B«iiie  day,  tliey 
turned  once  more  to  Slinnnou  Atid  ngitin  assured  htrn  thnt 
tlicf  did  itot  wftDt  to  oppofrc  an}-  resistance  Ur  the  oJliuiaIc< 
fttid  offered  to  earrendcr  their  arnu  to  Colonel  Sumner,  if 
lie  would  come  with  a  uuiiiber  of  lroop»  sufficient  for  thi: 
protection  of  the  place. ■■  This  reqtioet  and  oAlt  wctk 
likewise  abrujjtlT  refused."  Even  llie  inunler  of  two  Frce- 
Suilera — Jonea  and  Stewart — did  not  change  the  governor's 
views  and  wnB  not  able  to  shake  the  miu'^iilinrB  resolve: 
the  Border  Knflians  from  Missouri  and  Btifurd*9  men  from 
Alnbnina  and  Sonth  Carolina,  paid  from  the  trenjeuryof 
the  United  StiiivK  for  the  service,*  lind  to  teach  Lanrenee 
that,  in  KanRns,  "law  and  order**  mnst  prevail. 

DonnMson  liiid  now  colluded  from  500  to  700  men,  and 
that  nniiiLier  vm  considered  sniTicient,  not  to  mnke  the 
arrest,  but  to  intliet  the  penalty  decreed  ajrainst  Lawrence.* 


>SIcw8i[«  BDd  Docameots,  lS3(I-!>7.  I.,  p.  80.      . 

***llcr  (Sbannnni  wu  implnrec)  to  ntimtDOn  to  til*  aid  th«  tbrvt  ot 
C'oL  Siiniuer  tof  the  pK.tecijon  of  tlie  prtipfrljr  of  ili«  cKluna,  but 
|fereiD|ilvtllf  rofuMd.  Il  wu  raprreci>U>d  10  him  thnt  tho  luanlial's 
t'Ou*' liud  reauIvMl  i)nper|)*^trAlliig  uolawrtil  omiagea  oo  Lawrence, 
and  be  Mid  itiA  [MMiplo  of  Lnwrrnt^  inu»l  Mk*  iitK^ti  onTii>(W|ii«ncea  w 
•bould  rntiue;  tbathe  ouulil  prntecl  them  with  the  UDitiil  Statw 
tmopi  if  he  chose,  bnt  thiU  b«  shntild  tint  do  to.  Whea  tpprf  hviiBlon* 
«ct«  vspivMc^  1o  him  ihivt  lh«M!  outrage*  would  finullf  t»A<i<Jirn  the 
people  10  Ike  pulnt  of  rrsIfHUDCo.  and  pr^clpliaie  nil  the  liorrora  of 
civil  wju,  II*  lumM]  ongrilv  avnir  nod  led  ih«  raum  willi  iho  iixpram 
eiim.  -  War  then  il  i»,  hy  Ood  I' "    Ih.  p.  1:11. 

*"  Major  Biiford  ninrched  over  fimr  huadr4>d  neo  (wcordiog  to 
Otb«r>  only  300|  fmtii  South  Cumlina  nod  Abt>iinin;  nod  ns  soon  u 
they  reach  Kantia  tb«y  bccutue  a  put  of  th«  Vni(«d  8laie>  nianhal'B 
poMtt,  and  ue  placed  opon  the  pajr-rolL"  Cougr.  Qlobe,  111  Beta., 
Hlb  Coap .  App,,  p.  10«U. 

*  LieniesaBl  Mcltitueti  infortns  Colonel  Sutnocr  oa  tb«  Slu  of  Maj: 
■Thn-9  ar«  pmbably  from  Are  to  sevei]  hnodrad  armed  aifn  on  tbo 
imMln*«ry  tidt  or$uiiz«d  into  compaDlct,  inott  of  which  nurclied 
l«ti  pteDing  Willi  ihe  tTiiited  States  maialial  of  the  terriiory  for 
Lawreoce.    For  the  tast  two  or  Uiruo  dsf*  iheM  nit'ii   have  been 
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On  till!  20th  of  Mny,  tlie  inarch  on  Ijiwroncc  from  tin 
i^iffvrvnt  CAiiips  began.  Among  the  leadore,  were  String- 
fellow  and  Ateliifion,  ex-prcsidcnt  of  the  Unitod  Suu>* 
^MAte.  Ttie  latter  led,  from  Kaw  River,  tite  Platte  Cvuntj 
rttle«,  with  two  cannon.  At  iltiyLrciik,  on  tlic  2lHt  of 
Mttv,  the  van  occupied  a  height  caIIuI  Iklunnt  Orend  whteb 
cominnndcd  the  tovm.  The  [ilaoo  of  a  whitu  flag  which 
Imd  first  been  raiecd  wne  coon  taken  hy  a  red  une  witli  the 
intvrtptiun  "Sontliern  Rights^'  Mnd  not  till  later  did  the 
scarry  banner  6nd  room  by  the  side  of  the  latter.  And 
this  is  as  !l  should  have  been:  tbe  Atni^'gle  vAi  for  the 
"rights'*  of  the  slavuci-acy  as  against  which  there  omid 
be  no  ri}pht,  and  it  wbs  carried  on  by  the  volante«K  of  the 
Blavueraey;  rhe  federal  governtneni  for  the  enbe  of  ihaj 
appeamnce  of  law  only  appointed  the  oftic-ial  leafier^,  fum- 
teiied  the  anns  and  paid  the  costs,  that  is  it  did  its  dntj 
as  shield-bearer  to  Uie  slarocracj.  Ae«i«tnnt  marahal 
Fain  who  liiid  ll^e  evening  before,  exeaited  two  WArrant^ 
without  merting^  any  resistance,  rode  with  a  few  men  inlu 
the  plao<^  mnile  a  reqnisiUon  of  several  citieeits  as  a  po>»c, 
»ia  roadity  ulwyed,  execatpd  some  more  warrantB, 
then  relnrucd  to  hi»  comradea  who  irere  now  !n  fnll  furoe 
rendy  for  the  principal  action.  A  part  of  tlie  committee 
of  safety  tnH«le  a  last  attempt  to  avert  the  blow.  They 
sent  Dona)dM>o  written  notice  that  they  demanded 
protection  uf  the  goTerament,  as  Lawrence  did  not  wi 
to  reaitt  eitlw  ftd«ral  or  territorial  Uw,    Bat  a«fii  lhi« 


tatUmmi  wm*«  Lawraace  a 

all  ft— Maw  «H>  maktaf  vmu  < 

tW  biinM  of  ftT^«*to  walcvs  taio  atrriem.    .    .    .    The  Ims  nmnm^ 

(tvan  Lkwraac*  wm«,  tlu«  a  ffvu  manj  penow  kad  ten.  a»d  ilut 

Uh-j-  dhl  m*  l»H»4  l»  aak*  aajr  wrtuace.    £*«a  If  fhcj  dw  mL  1  < 

tUak|«ttt«WTt)MlanM»|uni«actf  lk«tB«a  win  Mttv  i  fbrla«sao«j 

tw  Pr*«  -  1  wd  tko  twi«ttais  a«ca.«    Biaia   Doc,  Met] 
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HicnBc«  of  the  position  in  point  of  priaciplc  of  the  Free- 
isiil  piirt/,  to  whicli  they  had  uot  bt-eii  at  all  uiitliorixtitl  hy 
ttie  citizen*,  prove*]  entirely  iiHelesK.  Sheritf  Joneti  vhn 
waft  s<t  &r  rusiMtviI  tliut  he  could  sit  upun  his  liursc.  nxle 
with  a  somewhat  Inrgcr  divieion  into  the  place  and  de- 
iniindtxl  thi^  sarreiider  of  all  the  arms  iti  it;  if  tliiR  vera 
not  dfine,  within  five  minnte*,  he  throatcnod  to  homlmrd 
the  tuwn.i  Tlit>  cniinon  which  hiul  iH'^n  bnxight  iitio  ihu 
city  during  tlie  Wiikiu-iisn  waa-  and  M-hich  ven  now  buried 
were  brought  Iruin  their  iiiding  place*  aud  handed  over, 
but  the  muskets,  the  &poke&tiiun  of  the  filixfn^  declared 
were  private  property*  and  Jones  would  have  to  fetch  them 
hiinMilf  if  ho  wifhed  to  have  tliein.  In  the  uieaiitiinet  tho 
chief  bodj  uf  the  poRse,  tired  hy  the  violent  epeechcs  of 
Atchison  and  others,  begun  to  march,  and  entered  the 
place,  after  tliej  had  first  patistied  theinselveB  that  the  re* 
port*  tint  it  had  lieen  enlii-ely  iindennlnet)  were  absnitl 
inventions.  Under  the  preteift  thai  thev  looked  ujion  the 
recoiumendation  of  tlie  ^niiid  jury,  in  respect  tu  the  duu- 
]»reH6ion  of  the  two  Free-Snil  pnpera  and  the  removal  of 
the  Free  Slate  Hutel  sb  a  judicial  order,  the  rabble  broke 
the  preMes,  reudeic-d  the  type  useless  or  tlirew  it  into  the 
ri%'er,  and  tore  the  Ifook*  tu  pieces.  They  (hen  proceeded 
to  tlie  hotel.  Tiie  pi-oprinlora  were  given  uot  quite  two 
hours  for  the  removal  of  their  effects.  In  the  meantime, 
the  cannon  were  mounted,  and  when  the  time  was  over, 
tlie  bouihardmeDt  liegan.  Bnt  tlie  cannoneers  were  too 
awkward  or  too  drunk  aud  the  walU  too  btivng  to  allow 
mnch  10  be  accompli^hod  in  thi»  way.  An  elTort  vent,  made 
t'>  blow  up  the  buildinj;,  but  it  too  was  nnnuetw^i^ful.  Fire 
was  therefore  set  to  tt,  and  the  object  tinally  altained. 
The  H*rah}  of  frff/iom  building  did  not  catch  lire 
rt^ftdily,  but  from  it*  roof  floated  a  blood-red  flag  witii  a 

<  Umm};*  ud  Dcoumoau,  18S6-57, 1 ,  pp.  89;  I 
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single  etnr  in  the  aiiddlc,  and  tlic  insrriptioo  around  it, 
"  Suiith  CuroliiiH."'  Fire  itnd  blood  Htre  the  Imrvert 
wliicli  grew  frum  tlio  ecod  scattered,  bj  the  st&tesiueu  of 
Soiitli  Caruliim,  but  the  tlinu  wm  destined  yet  to  come 
when  llie  wi>rd  of  Hale  wuiiM  be  fultiUed^  ihnL  the  tigliU. 
iiig  vould  not  be  all  on  one  side.  In  Lawrence,  the  rnjr- 
inidoiis  of  tlie  einrocificy  now  played  the  game  alono. 
XolbingBtood  in  their  way,  not  even  thoir  much  houted 
ctiii'alry,  I'ur  Jone«  had  hud  the  coasidcnition  or  furesight, 
at  tlic  U-giimitig.  to  order  the  removal  of  all  women  and 
cliildi'Cit.  Tlie  Mi-ri litriiil  least  of  law  and  order  could, 
therefore,  he  closed  with  a  dance  Bticb  ha  tnight  bo  ez- 
peeted  of  snch  priests.  Tbe  diBanaaion  of  those  who  had 
tome  kind  of  conacienco  or  feeling  of  honor  left,  wa5  OR- 
lirelj  in  vain.  The  l>aiid  bruki;  into  tlie  etorev  and  into 
the  hoiiHJs  of  tlie  citizens,  took  whatever  the.?  liked,  frven 
the  clotlice  of  the  women  and  cliildrcn,  as  wv  are  informed 
hy  ibr  n-port  of  titc  investigating  oonimlttfc,'  and  de- 
!>tro^'ed  wbat  tliey  did  not  want  or  coiild  not  carry  uwajr 
with  them.  The  houses  of  two  citizens  Topliff  and  Perry, 
were  saclced  wliile  thev  were  obliged  to  assist  tlie  marshal 
Id  making  nrrestu.  The  reflection  of  the  flaiuos  which 
devoured  liotiineon's  house,  wrote  on  the  nigbtlj  beavene 
hov  the  government  of  the  freest  people  on  earth,  in  the 
service  of  the  slavocrocy,  had  avenged  tlie  nntn«ged  law 
and  restored  the  altars  of  order.  SlavelioMers  in  the 
presidential  chair  had  engaged  in  elaverj  propagandiiiu 
with  the  »word  agitina!  foreign  powers,  bat  it  was  reserved 
for  11  president  from  tbefree  nyrtb,by  his  agents,  to  promote 
|ii-opagandiem  for  the  "  peculiar  "  iustitntion  of  the  60itth» 


>  Report  of  lira  Lecom|>1oa   ETafon,  priutsd  la  PblUpp*,  pp.  aM- 


;iu». 


»  Rep.  of  Cvmm.,  IlauM  of  Repr..  Uth  Ctoogr.,  in  8«h.,  Vol  11., 
No.  -^W,  p.  03. 
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powder  and  ]«id  and  tUe  torch,  in  the  n&me  of  law 
and  onlcr,  witliin  the  Umitti  of  tlib  Ijtiioii  iUcIf,  nnd  in  a 
region  wlticli,  Uy  a  solemn  compact,  liad  Imjch  pledjfcd 
•'forever"  to  freedom.  Jndge  I.tsc<)mpt«  miglit  wundor 
Donuldoon'^  poMC  had  conducted  thom&clvc^  with  6u 
modenitioii;'  bnt  tht;  free  iiurtli  would  have  fallen 
Dot  only  into  political  Imi  hUo  uioral  euimchiBcn,  if  it  did 
not  we  in  the  "Mcking  of  Lawrence"  a  gravercriuie  than 
in  the  bombardment  of  Grevli)wii.' 

The  lesson  taught  Lawrence  had,  indeed,  it«  effect,  but 
ft  was  very  ditferont  from  what  the  pro-slavery  party  had 
intendcl  and  expecte<l.  Colonel  Sitmuer  who  had  in  vain 
iirj^l  the  governor  to  abandon  his  partieau  inactivity, 
thought,  on  the  28tb  of  M.ay,  that  there  was  danger  of  a 
; guerilla  warfare.'      Xot  only   woe  this  correct,   but  the 

t  In  &  l^itnr  to  E.  A.  Hanneg'^D  nf  lD<!ino»  he  snys:  that  liters 
wfesDOJudicinl  i>nl<-t  for  llie  d(«lrui;tiuii  uf  itie  |iriiil>iif  i>lllcc»iiad 
lb«  lioiel.  and  be,  therefore.  InmcotB  the  deed,  Tor  "the  ii)iiIdIaouicii> 
or  Uw  tslbApnllatliuin  of  our  *aroiy."  Bui  ho  nAA*:  "I  lany  mv, 
Mvcnhelcw.  that  tl  1h  a  mntiei  of  wnnder  that,  under  prunxrniioos 
M>  inaalfuld  u  exhtrd  when  I^nwrnneo  win  enier«U  hy  this  poMe,  no 
mora  irrvKiilHritiea  wen;  cumiuilted.  Nny.  it  Itis  malivrvrcongrDtti- 
Uiinn  tliiit  itipr?  win  «ii<iukI<  of  Oji^d  piirpr>»«  to  HTuld  excesses,  m 
iMlm  tlio  leiDptatloa  to  cDiniult  lliein  ad  l(b(tvm."    'ni«   lnd*p*ndeiit, 

<  In  the  reinn  already  mentioned  pT  tba  Lecomplun  (JniOK,  ire 
rcB^T  "  ir  int'ory  mtin  nl  ih<-m  had  h^cn  killnd.  frvtirj  house  burned, 
and  total  and  ttn tire  exieTminailcu  had  bveo  the  nnoito  nf  ths'law 
aad  onler*  party,  who  wunltl  be  to  biamef  Impartial  declBion 
aoawvra,  Mbeoe  laan  liaT«  brouKbt  Uis  calamitj  upoo  th«ir  owo 
head!.' 

■  Witlinrctdone  what  we  bare  done,  and  would  not  havn  anylhi&i; 
Bodone  <lifl(  wu  iloaty,  tad  aball  do  toore  if  Ivl  alouei  to  let  uur 
doing*  go  Inrtli  lof  the  losin-c-tiun  ai>d  crltkiara  of  ibe  aatfoa.  .  .  . 
Aa  (A  tlie  'law  iind  onler  '  puny  u(  Khii«U8,  thay  hare  but  oaa  opinioD, 
but  one  mind,— lo  aUud  in  dafenw  uf  Ibeir  lava  aad  their  rigbts  al 
all  bnurUa." 

■  "  I'rom  pnuent  appearaoeea,  it  lookd  vm-  mucb  liko  riianing  into 
■  fuerilla  waifure-    If  lite  niattei  hod  been  taken  la  tiund  al  aii  eariior 

20 
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guerilla  warfare  war  was  alrt-aily  raging.  After  tbu  work  in 
Lawrence  a  pnrt  of  tlie  potse  ul'  tliv  mHi-^liui  returned  boine. 
that  16  chit'A>'  to  Mis»uiiri,  but  a  lurge  niunbor  carried  on 
the  liiiitinesB  on  tlielrowii  rcAjwiisibililv  md  account.  The 
Border  KuHiHiis  and  Ilul'urd's  men  ruaiiivd  uver  tbe  countrj- 
in  largt^r  and  smaller  bands.'  Terror  rode  withthetn,  nml 
vliorev-er  tbe  liuofs  of  thoir  horsee  lelt  a  mark,  the  t«ir- 
bedewed  earth  shot  up  tlie  tliorne  and  ihUtlm  of  an^rj^ 
vengeance.  The  useful  was  always  combined  with  the 
meritorious.  From  tbe  "I'anaties"  who  were  given  tlieir 
choice  bctwecu  the  ejicedy  abaadoomcnt  of  th«  territory 
and  tlie  halter,  to  tbe  new  inimi^^nt  front  the  north  who 
wae  compelled  to  travel  bncb  the  eaniu  ruttd  be  bud  come, 
nil  Frce-Soilcrs  who  could  be  fiillcii  ii]«oii  in  superior  tmm- 
twrs.  were,  with  the  utmost  ini]»trtiiility,  not  only  called 
Dpon  to  Burreiider  their  arms  but  were  deprived  ofaU 
other  projterty  which  seemed  specially  deeirable,"     The 

day,  ul  Mntfytly  ndrtrctl  tfa«  ({UTornor,  ifac  vLiolcilUliiHMocewoiiM 
liavft  l)een  BUp|>r«ssed  vittioui  Itlondslied "  Col.  Stimovr  lo  I'oL 
Ciiapar.  May  ac,  IbStt.  Sen  I>n«.,  S4Ih  CoDgr..  3d  8«m..  Vol.  III..  So. 
5.  p.  41. 

'  Tb«  IH-  LniiU.VaM«eom|iliiins  or  Buront'it  isen:  "But  Ilia  BMn 
«ul<l  Dot  Iw  Ladaced  to  do  ll  (to  ««ltl«).  Tlioy  pr«fon*d  rovlojt  n»M 
tbtt  coimln-  in  orKiHiizml  Ixuuls.  ileiX'iMlinic  on  Uieir  tuo  l»tispii«|i)« 
rrleDiIsin  KiinsM  and  Missouri  for  ih?  meui«or«uppnrt-  ThpM  lr|i>n>U 
Hrr  titcd  vrihvm,  and  do  doulit  (ktin  lbt<r  <t<-pnriur«.  Tlivy  bare 
doo«  nothing  for  ibciniwlr».  noilitng  for  ili>.-lr  cotnmaitdn'.  uul 
Boiliing  for  tlie  raxius  at  tlie  souih  In  Katu-u."  Tbe  tiuttimiiimi, 
Aui;.  H.  1»Q. 

U«titi-iiiint  McTniosli  leslittoa  dial  Ihey  did  D'><  li-r*  enlirrly  nn  tltn 
hMpilalily  nfllieir  rrivo'lB:  "It  Ua  nnmrina^  fact  lliat  somo  «(  Utf 
iMDd  w1k>  <:ame  uriKinnlly  ialo  ibU  Itrrttory  wllb  Col  llulun]  bora 
i-iinimhtvd  giuM  outrairM.  adiI  I  can  i»y  Willi  i-(>rtaluiy  Uml  tli«r«  wv 
riill  uiiall  parliM  of  bU  men  dow  In  Ibe  lArritorj  tuning  in  tbe  ui>«i 
lawless  mnnDCT."     MesMKv  and  DocutaeoU.  I^-V(^1,  1.,  pt  7& 

>  tu  ilie  repon  nf  liie  inrntismllLt'  coinminoe  we  raiul:  ■-Wbi)i> 
hnldiii);  iltolr  M>Mloa  at  WMP'>n  iK-y  (your  c«^mtniit»n,  miw  •^tvn) 
IttiUea  ufkiuicd  lueu,  coDrMM.^lly  oiiUunB  of  UinMUii.  iuuiJi  Ulotlie 
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governor  and  th*  federal  dragomis  were  vcrv  active  in  the 
discovery  and  couliecntiuii  of  aniie,  lUtliuiigli  tJic  pDefiCDaitiii 
And  bearing  of  arms  is  a  riglit  of  cvcr.r  American,  gtiar- 
anttiod  bj  the  constitution.  Shnniion  'war,  no  douiitt 
guided  in  tJiid  bj-  the  ideii  that  llie  lire  wunld  die  oui  of 
ilftt'If  for  wuut  of  fiic'l,  if  the  Fix-c-Soil  jisrty  were  entirely 
dirarmed.  Bnt  the  calculation  was  a  very  erroneous  one. 
since  the  jwlitical  troiililes  bycaine  more  and  mons  a  pre- 
text and  a  cloak  to  the  knif^hts  of  law  and  order  for  coa- 
tintunj^  iMijHiiiiehed  ihoir  waylayinjr  life,  which  of  course 
does  not  menu  that  their  devoted  cntlinsiasm  for  the  sacred 
fansc  WAK  not  entirely  genuine.  Moro  titnn  one  titroi.'ions 
uiurdor  in^ti^ated  only  by  the  }Ailitit.'at  opinions  of  the 
trictim  proved  this  iii  a  manner  which  made  doubt  iiripo«- 
sib1e.> 


I 


fvrriiory  nn  fornru  Kgalnst  iu  eltlMRf.  .  .  .  Thd  Vftgon*  of  ftnU 
^raoU  wnre  tlo)>pwl  In  the  bix-liwavs,  e«srclie(l  wllhout  cUlm  or  l<>i;)it 
limcvea.  anil  in  itOI»«  inshinces  «11  tfapjr  propvny  hik»n  fmin  tliein.  In 
LM(-«iDwaTlb  city,  Iftoding  cllfZ'^ns  vi>r«  urrcsiod  at  Doun-dity  la 
lireseiiM  or  mcmberaor  jnurcnnimiupp.  tiy  an  armed  fl>rc«.  wlltimit 
tay  cintin  of  auiLorllr.  exempt  ilmt  ilerlred  tVoni  r  wir-coniilltm^il 
CT)ininill««  orvigilaac*.  many  of  wlioia  <v«re  l(>i;i«lntiv«>  ami  cx^^uilv^ 
olBcen.  Sotnti  wi-n*  rflt^u*)!!)  on  iiromtsiiiH  lo  li-avr  lli<f  li^rriinry .  iiml 
MliAlV,  ftfter  boinc  detained  Tor  a  Lime,  wer«  rnnnally  Dutifl«d  tti  Icnve, 
under  ll»c  »cvi'U-ii  iwnullies. 

-Ttif.  only  ufTeucc  chiu>;eMl  s^lnst  Il]«tn,  vu  tliPir  polillcal  oploloaa, 
«ft<|  no  flno  u-iis  thii»  »rr*iaied  lor  alli'gfil  cT]aw  o(  any  grade." 

LtriibrnADl  McInlo«h  roprtiia  lo  I).  WoodsoD  (acUag  governor^  on 
Ihe  13111  ofJun*.  ISSA:  "  Karly  on  tlii*  mnrnlii^  o(  Itii*  lOtli  invUnl.  » 
VUty  of  Ihirty  or  forty  ni»n  came  iulo  lUls  (own  (Pivlinyra)  with  ifa« 
■Towed  InleDdon  ofburuinK  It.  .  .  .  A  aliorl  iiin«  anermjurriviil 
inlliair  camp,  fttiotli^r  compnny  c»me  np.  (from  Platte  county.  Mis. 
•uari,  I  bolievQ,)  lo  nhom  1  (ilf<-rHj  the  ssnir  nllcra«liT«  (to  lay  dawn 
Ibtir  nrm*  "r  l«>ve  Uie  lerrltuty).  .  .  Lnst  evening  a  coinpaiiy 
Afdny  ortiiKly  mvacamo  up  rr»a  Wcstpnri.  and  arw  now  cni-aiupf«l 
«lili1a  ilirtH- ii)ll<-^  fruin  riilin/ro.  .  .  .  If  ltiJ«>lieM>tiriiDovciucnl 
vuuld  l>p  itn]iii<<il.  1  woiilil  liHVn  Mime  liiipo*  of  mtite  (|Ui^l  liitii-^-" 
Mi--i':;i>  and  Uociunenls,  IMG-SI.  jiji.  "3,  73. 

'  Tbi*  «aB  Do(  be  wundcrcd  ul  as  tLe  pren  inciiiuiilly  jirrachcd 
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Bat  it  wns  not  the  blood  nf  Frcc-BoilDr«  onlj  tliat  red- 
dened the  eoil  t>r  Eaii&a».  Ttmt  duy  of  terror,  the  2lBt  of 
Muj,  hod  c«iiacd  the  vessol  to  overfluv.  Althongh  tlit 
Lawrence  safety  committee  did  not  consider  it  wiec,  or 
did  Dot  dare,  to  meet  Donaldsou'a  rabble  with  anue  in 
their  liands,  as  they  had  done  in  the  WatcaruMk  war,  th«i« 
were  man}-  Free-Soilere  who  thought  themselves  jitetifled, 
tieforo  God  and  man,  from  that  hoar,  in  oppoein;^  foroe  hy 
force.  They  too  made  requisitions,  in  the  etoros  of  pro. 
elni^er^  people,  of  powder  and  load,  hItinkctK,  tioots  ind 
prov-isions,  "pn^saed"  horite*,  and  wore  not  a  Mttlo  prood 
of  nil  those  tilings  which  the  dvilizod  world,  andcr  orderljr 
coudittone,  calls  robbery  and  pnitishes  vitb  the  penitenti- 


irholesaln  munlor  in  lb«  ntliliut  diatritieft  A  Mmple  glrea  In 
PlivUpps.  p.  991.  mny  timl  ■  place  here,  because  it,  u  tli«  MnK>  lime. 
Ifivct  intaraiKiloD  of  ilie  new  m«de  of  warniuw  of  Uie  Mlt«>'inri«iM  oot 
to  allow  uy  MUlen  wtinlevcr  from  the  ttte  sintes  luto  ili**  ti^rriory: 
"Till*  stOHUicir  Snllui,  having  ob  bonrd  cotilrnlmntl  nrllrlua,  wni 
rvcttullj  sIu)>)h:<1  bI  I.eweuwdrlli  cily,  and  lljtlilcDeii  vt  futly-foor  rllles. 
and  a  large  quentUy  of  pisioU  u}A  bowle.kDive*,  taken  ftom  a  crowU 
of  cDWKrdly  Y«nkeei,  ithipped  oni  bet*  trom  Haacubueiu.  Tli* 
boat  wiu  pi'i'uiltled  i<>  go  np  u  Tar  u  Westini,  wbece  a  sunrd  wh 
placedoter  the  prliioaent.  amt  none  of  them  pMnnltieil  To  lantl.  They 
wer«  8hippe<I  back  from  Wedon  oo  tlt«  une  bo«ti  wiihoui  t^ren  boiag 
inBiiriM  liy  tht  aliipp^rn.  rt'e  \\o  noi  appmve  (ally  <>f  wmling  tbeae 
crlininnl*  back  lo  tlie  enst  to  Im  re-*hippe<l  In  Kmihb — IT  not  through 
Mi^>uri,  Ihroucli  lown  na<X  NcI>rflBkft.  We  lliink  tb?y  ehoidd  mett 
u  iraliot'i  tlvaih.  bdiI  th(<  world  could  not  oenaun:  as  W  ve,  in  aeir*pt» 
tecllou.  haT«  to  rtumrt  to  tacb  altrn  tneunnea  Wo  an-  v(  the  opLaloa, 
irUie  riti»n>  of  I^tireD\T.irth  city  or  WesWu  would  tinng  ooe  or  two 
bont  Inada  of  abolttionisu,  ll  voald  do  more  lowani*  eetabliibing  peace 
in  Knaiat  ilian  all  tlio  epeecheit  ihM  bave  beeo  ilelivered  fa  oODgivM 
iltu-iuK  the  pieeenl  aeeaton.    Let  ihe  eaperiineiit  bo  tried." 

^^leo  ptiMIc  optninn  nlloweO  kik-Ii  ihioes.  It  U  not  to  be  wtmilired 
at  iliatllte  committee  (p  61)  had  to  report;  "  Yoarcoaiiitiiten  Itilbelr 
cxeminatioio  h«ve  Ivuad  that  in  du  cue  of  crime  or  bonlclde  nao- 
liooMl  in  thU  report,  or  in  tile  ie<ttiinoDy,  line  aay  loiJictineiit  Iwas 
foumi  njr>ln*t  the  irnUly  party,  ei(>'pt  in  the  botoit-ltle  oi  Clark  bf 
licCraa;  HcC'rea  twlog  ■  free-Biate  uua." 
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wy  and  the  bouse  of  correction.  Prisoners  were  taken, 
hostile  camps  and  plsct-e  were  surprised  at  niglit,  and 
formal  skinuislioe  engaged  in,  in  which,  however,  the 
uinuoitioii  coneutncd  wae  ont  of  all  proportion  to  tlie  num- 
ber of  dead  and  wounded.  Althmigli  conflict  wit}i  the 
federal  troops  wu  avoided  beojinee  tlicy  did  not  n'i^h  tu 
revolt  against  r«cognized  legal  aulhority  but  only  to  lielp 
theiuBt'lvea,  refnictorineitts,  on  the  part  of  the  Free-Soilw«. 
became  greater  and  extended  I'urther  every  day.  Farms 
remained  uncultivauid  or  were  tilled  by  women  and  girls, 
that  the  families  might  have  brc&d  for  the  winter,  because 
tiieir  husbands  and  brotiicrs  had,  as  was  uni^'ei-^illy  siiid, 
gone  to  the  war.  The  Krec-Soilcrs  would,  indeed,  almost 
witliont  exoeptioD,  have  gladly  oxchangod  the  rifle  for  the 
plow,  if  calm  and  Micuritj-  were  gnarautced  them  for  the 
future.  Many  a  /uiiiig  btood  felt  the  charm  which  lay  iti 
the  excitement  of  this  petty  war,  and  in  the  bo&om  of 
many  a  man  whose  hair  was  turning  gray,  passion  wan 
30  thoroughly  aroused  that  they  would  not,  now  that  It 
liad  g<ir»e  so  far,  hear  anything  of  a  cowardly  armistice. 
On  their  side,  too,  the  horrible  began  to  ally  Itaolf  to  the 
great  and  the  high.  Tlie  terrible  deed  at  Potawartoniie, 
on  the  25th  of  May,  is  involved  in  darkness  to  the  present 
day,  bnt  this  much  is  almost  beyond  a  doubt,  thnt  the  pM- 
slavery  people  were  not  met  in  an  open,  manly  struggle, 
bnt  wcrv.  at  least  in  part,  condemned  and  executed  by 
"Judge  Lyncli."* 
The  charge  of  the  pro-slavery  parti,-  that  the  blood  thus 

'This  even  R«ctpalli  uarwerredly  admits:  "  It  isfU»e.  also,  iliat 
Hie  mftlant  wi-r(t  iniclly  killed.  Thfy  wvr«  lri<'i.1.  iiiailc  <:(iur<-wi<)o, 
allowed  time  Ui  pray,  and  Ilipnvlniu  in  a  wrc^nnd  "  Tho  i'lililir  Life 
or  OapL  Ji>hn  Brown,  p-  lit*.  Th«  rcmiDna  ffinn  Tor  Ibc  ncl  wei«: 
bMUlo);i  Fre«-S<>ller;  onVrinft  tbv  Browot  to  tearp  Ibe  leiriiorylf 
lti9ir  t-jiivd  Tar  llteirltvAa;  luanlilng  a  dsogbter  and  daught«r-lD-Uw 
of  JoUn  Brown. 
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shed  stained  the  liniids  of  John  Ilronm  atid  hie  sons  hns 
iwvttr  been  proved,  and  may  be  looked  on  all  the  more  c*r- 
Uitily  as  unfounded,  since  he  deDie<i  it,  nnd  ftftennmls 
wpiiu^'-  t'rom  honesi  but  inortxl  enemie*  of  his  the  onnlW 
sion,  lliBt  he  would  have  considered  his  life  Uio  dwarlj 
pwrchneeil  with  n  He.  Arol  yot  the  enornionB  nceusation 
cniinoC  be  untied  n  piii'C  oaliuiitiy,  which  hud  ita  origin  in 
hntred  of  tlie  drendud  Ie»df>r  of  Llie  Free-Soil  volnnteers. 
Ite  foundation  wad  the  well-grounded  coiivietton,  (]iat  the 
rohnst  old  mnn,  vith  feAtnres  chiseled  as  if  in  granite^ 
would  recoil  from  no  act  which  he  believed  he  cuuld 
justify  l>efore  his  conecience,'  and  that  the  eyes  whicti, 
when  the  conversation  turned  on  certain  Ftibjects,  lighted 
up  flo  strongly  under  hie  but^hy  eycbrowe,  bore  witnefis  to 
H  spirit  to  which  the  inuo.li  nlm$i:d  word  *' fanatic"  iniglit 
rightly  he  applied.  Puritanic  blood  flowed  in  liis  vein*, 
and  under  the  influence  of  tht;  steady,  cftrncst  study  of  the 
Itible,  and  the  struggles  of  life,  ihe  plain  man  of  the 
peoplu  became,  in  his  whute  thought  and  f*«ling,  a  Puri- 
tan of  the  most  artless  uprlf^htnecs,  unbending  olmtinany 
and  cotiBUiuiRg  energy  of  oonvictlun.  Four  of  h\t  Boni 
had  emigratcl  to  Kansa*,  and,  in  the  summer  of  1855.  he 
hinii^cif  left  his  quiet  tarin  in  the  Adirondnek^  and  follu%'e<l 
them.  Whetiier  he  wished  to  «ettlo  in  the  territory  or 
went  there  with  the  intention  to  serve  the  Free-Soil  party 
iti  its  striigglea  against  elavery,  to  whieh  even  at  a  boy  he 
is  6aid  to  have  sworn  eternal  enmity,  by  act  and  counsel, 
IK  a  debated  epieetion.  ]3ut  this  niueh  ift  certain,  tliat, 
fnim  the  liri?t,  his  motto  was  Cromwell's  saying:  '•  Tnist 
in  God  and  ket-p  your  powder  dry!"     He  was  terribly  in 


■Aecotdine  li>  H*dpatli,  h*  uitrM«rT<H]l5  approrcd  llieocl:  ■•■BiL 
rtDimbwr,' lie  fulil<'d.  •^  do  nil  sajr  ihU  Ui  t>xci>lpal«  mjrMir;  ftr, 
nllh'Kigli  I  liHili  nil  lifiud  in  ll.  I  wnultl  Imre  adviMtl  it  bad  1  lutom 
the  cUcuiiisUuua;  ttud  I  eu<l»r9«nl  it  u  11  wu.' " 


JOHH    BBOWN. 


311 


oarnest  witJi  tlic  utir  and  tUc  utticr.  Tlio  doings  of  the 
aveiigcnf  of  law  and  onlor  linil  6o  di.-vp)y  >vuiiiidcd  hie 
licart,  that  bis  voice  foreook  him  uiid  liis  eyes  filled  with 
teftre,  when  he  fcpoke  of  tliem  befuro  the  lejciolatiire  of 
Musachiiitetts.  A  band  of  MisAouriauF^  undor  a  certain 
I'ate,  hud  taken  two  of  his  sons  who  were  tiaietly  attending; 
to  their  owu  business,  prUoaer.  uid  delivered  tliem  to  a 
troop  of  federal  dragoons,  who  drove  the  tn'o  men,  ngainiit 
whom  uo  judicial  iiifonQatioii  had  lieeii  lodg<*d  oiid  no 
jndicial  diarge  made,  ladsn  with  chains,  before  their 
Jjorae*  over  the  burning  prairie;  and  before  the  snn  had 
ant,  John  Btown  the  younger  was  a  maniac  £ut  the 
stert)  old  man  allowed,  no  feel  i  iig  of  ]>er8onal  vengeance  to 
enter  his  heart,  fur  Revenge  is  mine,  eaitb  the  Lord,  and 
I)o  good  to  them  that  pcraecnte  you.  So  far  as  he  and 
hia  were  concerned,  he  said  with  the  simplicity  of  heart 
and  as  nnq^imliliedlY  as  the  Christian  martyrs  of  the  tirst 
cviituiy:  What  (lod  docs  itt  wvU  done.  But  the  canine 
whoM  champion  Gml  bad  called  him  to  be,  he  served  in 
the  epirit  of  Abralmm  who  at  the  eouimand  of  God  turned 
hie  gword  even  against  his  own  son. 

No  one  yet  suspected  what  this  meant,  or  even  that  snch 
things  were  possible,  in  the  sccotkI  hntf  of  the  nineteenth 
century;  bat.  John  Brown  of  Oseawattomic  was  the  most 
dreaded  partisan,  not  only  because  ho  was  the  most  daring 
uid  the  moat  8killfiil.hutaUo  because  prayers  were  eaid  as 
rcguh»rly  and  as  t'eri'ently  in  the  camp  of  the  man  to  whom 
the  bloiMly  deed  of  i*ota\vattomie  was  aeoribed,  as  ever  in 
the  cave  of  an  unch>.>rite.  These  were  phenomena  which 
conld  not  begotten  over  by  constitntional  sophistries  and 
lying  quibbles,  unlesii  people  had  lost  the  faculty  of  nn- 
dfratandinj^  the  po«-pr  of  moral  instincts  in  the  human 
breftst,  either  all<>g»-th«r  or,  at  Iciwt  in  n*spt!et  to  thin  ipies- 
Itiosb    SevenU  Boutlieniers  who  bnd  come  to  help  win  the 
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territory  Tor  tbe  soudi,  ihook  its  dust  from  thoir  fc«t, 
Berering  theinBi!lv««  witJi  contempt  nnd  Jitigii^t  from  iIk! 
men  wbo  had  risen  np  there  as  southern  cAvnliotm,  uid 
unable  to  refuse  a  certain  respect  to  the  "nlK<Utioni8t»'' 
whom  thej  most  hciirtilv  liuted,  becniise  tlicy  hvld  oat  in 
a  striiggit!  carried  on  vitii  such  weapons.  Slianiiou  «« 
agnin  acised  with  tbe  fear  which  had  etinkeu  him  iu  the 
Waknriisa  war,  but  more  violently  tliaa  he  ha>l  been  then. 
If  he  bad  not  called  up  the  spirits,  he  had  at  least  refused 
to  banish  them  while  he  miglit  have  done  so;  and  now 
they  deridc^l  him,  after  they  had  aivakened  other  spirits 
still,  which  he  was  ja«t  as  powerless  to  opDtrol.  Tlie 
hannted  ground  began  to  burn  under  his  feet  He  now 
cnlled  OH  Colonel  Sumner  nnd  his  dragoons  not  only  to 
rediicv  tlie  Pree-Suilers  to  quiet  but,  above  all,  to  disarm 
Bnford'ti  disnipled  bnud  and  the  maraiiiling  orowds  of 
Border  Riiffiang,  against  whom  he  lumeelf  bore  witneea.^ 
Siimners  ctlbrls  weru  not  tVuttleu,*  hut  tho  fire  whieU 

>  On  th4>  tOtli  of  June.  b»  wont  lo  WMAp4M.  Mi«»nnri,  to  be  Imn) 
b7  U)G  InvcMii;iiiinf;  romniittoe,  ami  ob  lliv  ITlta  of  laop  bo  jriMitin) 
10  Marcj  slwiii  bU  JonrD^f :  "In  jinulDf  ilcwn  ^voryDiitii.'  m-orki) 
qalet  until  I  CAmt  williio  kboaltbron  iDili}«ur  lbr>  lorritoriitl  lino  Al 
tbU  point  I  Tuuiid  a  regulnr  camp  of  armed  ni<tn.  iianitiwinit  over 
one  hnndnwl.  Wbon  I  n-tvlieil  W«st|>orl,  1  fotinJ  lli«  aiccets  citnrdMl 
wllb  Inropfl  ibat  bad  Jtni  arrived  from  bvluw.  On  inquiry,  I  ivm  bi- 
fornted  tbal  Herrral  had  patMMl  nri>r  tb«  1)d«  Into  ibe  («>n'tloi7'  a  rf>w 
day*  pKvlouH,  nnil  (bal  (linae  then  In  tbe  inwn  warn  doMtoMl  (nt 
Douglflscouutjr,  in  ihi»  Ivrrliuiy."  Mcmsgo  aod  Ducumeuta,  lt0A-ai. 
I.,  fi.  en.  It  In  ironhf  of  mention  tbat  ooe  uf  tho  Urgml  lovwllBg 
Vxlie*— C'ninnol  8nmB«r  cuiiinaie*  It  at  aboni  S-W  m<in— w«»  \r^  bf 
tlio  ■trli'i:uic  to  roogTMs,  Wttluletd  and  (be  luilllia  |;rnitra),  CotTo*: 
Col.  Sumner  III  rol  ('cHi|M^r,  .1iinB8.  IRofl.  bma.  Due,  341b  CaD|r.,Sd 
9cM,  Vol  111,  No. S.  p,«. 

*  In  lh«Hin«  repon  Of  Shannrw,  wq  reail :  "Thv<t«>  lll»$al  mlttiarjr 
orcanluitloui  ar«  verjr  geD«.'imll,v  broken  up  ami  dl>|>erM>il  Uirougbani 
Ibn  tcrritcfffi  and  if  all  outi>td«  prcsaare  i»  kept  nnaj,  ih«y  will  ani 
lie  llkeljr  to  reorganite  In  Uto  pr«seiK«  of  ibe  Cnliod  Swm  uoofH." 
lb,,  p.  71) 
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had  been  fiioned  to  each  a  heat  oonid  not  be  exHngniehcd 
in  this  -K&y.  WoItob  allon'od  to  shelter  themeelvea  in  the 
sbeep-fold  for  «  long  time  do  not  turn  into  shepherd  dogs 
the  inoincnt  it  occnri)  tu  the  anfniUiful  keeper  to  ititiniate 
to  them  that  they  have  l>ce[i  altogether  too  envagc.  Tho 
whole  hietorr  of  the  Kansas  Iroubk-a  und  the  niecMge 
and  proclainatioti  of  the  president  were  a  rope  hy  wliich 
the  Border  Ruffians  held  Pierce  and  hia  crcHtunw  much 
wore  firmly  than  the  latter  could  hold  ihe  Boi-Jer  Ruttijins 
]*y  the  di-:<guon8.  Pierc«,  the  Minth  aud  the  whule  Dvuio* 
cratic  party  n-ould  not  and  could  not  undo  vbnt  hail  been 
done,  and  they  were  gtill  resolved  to  make  every  effort  la 
their  power  to  win  the  etnko  in  tho  Dcfarioiis  -jiime  thoy 
Kcrc  piayin;;,  Qf  n-hnt  use  crjuld  it  be  to  malic  an  ex- 
cursion ngaiii»t  the  Border  Kiiffiane  in  their  role  of  waj- 
layer*  and  t'oot-pad*,  when  they  could  not  be  dispcnstd 
with  in  tlieir  role  of  ptitriotd  and  >;uar<liiins  of  the  law! 
Bhantion  had  anawei'ed  this  qoeation  indirectly,  when  ho 
expreaaod  his  conviction  lo  Marcy  that  certain  people  wore 
Dsing  the  Kansas  qnestion  iudtistrioiiBly  to  bring  abont 
civil  war..'  No  matter  whom  he  had  in  mind  wlitju  he 
Kaid  (bit,  and  no  mailer  how  far  Ina  suspicion  was  well 
founded,  Kansas  wa*  henceforth  called  ■•  bloody  "  KansaB, 
and  lliat  word,  once  it  had  been  introduced  into  the  his- 
tory of  the  irrepressible  confliut  between  freedom  and 
Blavery,  conld  not  be  cast  oat  again,  until  it  waa  settled, 
in  one  way  or  another. 

Another  cliaptcr  in  the  history  of  that  conflict  hod  been 
already  written  tu  blood. 

On  the  l&Lb  and  20th  of  May,  Stimner  had   made  a 


■"I  hm  nn  ttMltaiinn  in  twtlpving  that  thor«ivr9nipn  innar  midn, 
[krlln;;  in  concLTl  «v[ib  Qlben  at  a  dlstftooe,  who  d«air«  (0  lulog  oa  a 
clfll  war,"    lb,  p.  W. 


814  K.\NSA6-1«UBIU8IU    BIU.   TO   BOOIIANAH'b   BLBOTIOar. 

gpeoch,  in  die  eonate,  oa  the  crime  Bgninst  KAnsas.!  It 
was  uuo  of  tlio*e  speeches  which  couliJ  have  beeu  ilolivcrwl 
only  in  the  English  Parliament  or  the  Aroericaa  GougrvM, 
becanw  onlj  Englishmen  and  Americana  have  ilie  rotniin- 
ito  practice  and  patioDcc  in  lietcniog.  He  spoke  for  hours 
uot  briHiatitl.v*  iin|)rori«ing,  but  repeating,  wnteaco  for 
fietitence,  what  he  had  Blured  in  liU  mind  or  even  written 
for  the  printer,  in  the  eilenco  of  liis  amdy.  after  carefully 
weighing  every  word.  And  yet  tlie  senatt-  and  Iho  full 
galleries  followed  hU  ntternnces  with  iinfla^iitg  atlcntioti. 
n»y  with  intensa  expectAtion,  alllioiiph  no  new  facta  or 
argunipntft  could  be  produced  in  tho  oue,  which  Any  after 
day,  tilled  the  uoliimuft  of  all  the  papers,  and  In  the  dif- 
ferent fitages  of  wbidi,  so  many  spuechcK  IihiI  l>eeii  made, 
in  coni^reiia,  that  it  was  not  long  btifore  tliey  wen: 
numbered  not  by  dozens  bnt  by  faiindrodB.  iJi«  hearora 
were  ccrliiiiiiy  iu  ]»»«,  held  by  the  oratorical  art  to  wliieli 
Sainner  olways  dovotod  mnch  and  5omct)mo«  too  tnttch 
time  and  labor.  Tlio  claeeical  quotntioiis  M'bivh,  for  tlie 
iuo6t  ]Mtrt,  Were  not  under»tood,  and  the  liijloricnl  allusioni 
which  i-oneeAl(»l  a  wisdom  jiiat  as  obscure  tu  umnr,  gAre 
the  speech  »a  imposing  da^li  of  learning,  and  the  vltmii 
from  English  ]>Qet8,  profaeely  ecatleretl  tliroiigh  it,  excited 
Iho  fancy  and  rciicred  the  tireeomeneM  of  the  nuinoroua 
eelcvtionii  fnun  wvll-known  docnments.  Itnt  it  W8«  not 
tliie  that  held  the  eyes  of  all  fixed  on  the  llpd  of  tha 
speaker  and  cnii&cd  the  light  tliat  gk>wvd  iu  bis  eyi^  to  be 
n-tlccled  back  from  theirs,  Wllliont  being  able  tdwirlj  to 
jiccount  for  it  to  themselves,  for  a  moment,  friends  and 
enetnios  nliko  felt  that  the  8|wech  wan  a  historical  act,  be- 
cause an  eminent  character  liad  put  the  full  nmral  weight 
of  bis  llioii;,'lit  and  feeling  into  ite  word»,  and  not  lU  lui 

'  C-'U|iP.C.Io1>o,  lit  SeM,  Sllb  Coagr..  AppaDd.,  i.[K62»-ft<4. 
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in<Iivi«liiJil  Wt  M  the  representative  of  millions  wbo  stooil 
L^belimd  him.  Fravid  he  enicl  wng  the  only  correct  do&ignn- 
Biion  for  tlie  mixture  of  mennnesa  and  wivlceiliiee«  wliich 
'  bore  the  nnmo  of  the  Knii*aii-Xel)rH9]ca  bill,  a  frnnd  from 
^v'liatever  side  it  was  looked  at.  whiclierer  of  its  objecte 
Hind  whichever  of  ite  etfects  was  coDtetii]>late<l.  And  what 
Bk'ae  planned  as  a  frnnd  was  executed  as  a  crime;  not  to 
^■loee  his  Iwoty,  the  overtaken  snealt-tliief  hccoiue«  a  mnr- 
Hderer.  Lfnt  the  frand  grown  into  a  c-i-ime  wne  the  legiti- 
mate offspring  of  the  Imrkit,  slavery. 

It  was  dilliciilt  for  the  slave  bamns  and  their  northern 
■  Conrtiers  to  tiiid  wonld  slronir  enuiigli  to  give  exprc^&ioD 
their  dtegtiKt   and    indigmttiun  ut  the    fact,    that    the 
iftdied  fanatic  had  dnred,  in  the  senate  of  tiie  United 
^tntcH  and  witliin  the  hearing  nf  livlieH,  to  pmiiiHince  the 
foulest  of  foul  words.      He  liad  dared  U*  do  it,  and  not  in 
10  excitement  of  llio  moment,  hut  after  mtiture  consid- 
enttiuD.     Id  holy  anger,  he  tore  the  last  shreds  fmm  tbc 
fraud,    tlie   crime  and  from  the  budy  oH  its  mother,  tbo 
harlot,  slavery,  in   order  to  e.\hibit  them   to   the  whole 
world  in  ait  the  nnkcdness  wliich  made  t?iem  so  Huapealc< 
ably  horrible  in  his  own  eyes.     He  hated   the  strnmwt 
wh<j  had  inndo  the  laiui  of  liberty  and  equality  her  fool- 
itciol,  ami  that  hatrwl  was  sni-pHssed  only  by  the  contempt 
ritb  which  lie  looked  down  upon  the  demagngnes  from 
le  northern  states,  who  had  pressed  the  bi-azen  sceptre 
Into  her  blind.     That  be  nalti-d    the  eonstitnlion  to  tbo 
)illory,  when  be  branded  as  a  huriot  the  institution  which 
Km  not  only   tolerated  by  it,  but  provided    by  it  witlt 
'itP>n^  urmor  and  grantod  great  privileges;  that  the  houcst 
fultillment  of  the  constitutional  compact,  if  the  epithet 
reru  deserved,  was  an  impoiselbility,  bcoaiifti  it  wonld  then 
be  It  grievous  moral  wrung;    that  the  soiitli  would  not, 
Lcuuld  not  and  shonld  not  remain  in  tlic  Union,  if  the 
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tnstitittioD  wlitcb  was  the  fortiuitlva  prTnc!p1e  of  Its  entTre 
]ifewore  looked  upon  bj  the  nortli  in  this  light;  thitt  that 
institution,  coneiiiering  it«  organic  connection  witb  retMy 
Democratic  cominonwcalths  joined  togctiier  into  i 
nntional  gtate,  conld  not,  in  accordance  with  its  inmoflt 
nature,  be  satisfied  with  what  was  accorded  ic  in  the  con- 
BtitutioD,  because  continual  encroachment  was  the  con- 
dition precedent  of  the  pi-cacrvation  of  its  cxiitenee:  oil 
this  Siiiuiier  recognized  just  m  little  m  did  the  n»t  of  the 
ICepublican  politicians.  With  them,  1>t)t  more  inteoHlj 
tlian  they,  he  felt  only  this  one  thin^,  that  the  slavocravv, 
in  alliance  nith  northern  demagogues  and  dou<;)ifare8.  had 
caught  tlie  north  hy  the  throat,  sapped  the  ftindamcntal 
principles  of  American  nationality  and  tended  by  Its 
systematic  corruption  to  tmnsforin  the  greatest  iJeiuueratip 
i-cpublio  of  liititorj'  into  the  greatest  lie  of  all  time.  The 
last  hope  of  the  human  race  struggling  for  liberty,  as  the 
Americans  were  so  fond  of  calling  their  country,  would 
become  au  object  of  scorn,  pity  and  contoinpt,  unless  the 
bund  was  shaken  off,  under  whose  imn  grasp  io  Kaufn^ 
the  blood  lind  atrendy  l>egim  to  buret  forth,  luid  that  could 
not  be  done  by  gallantry  and  adjiiralinn.  A  blow  in  thf 
face  of  the  opjirt'tsord  which  tnigbt  fell  them  wit>  the 
means  he  wished  to  try.  lie  wonld  have  thetn  bear  the 
whole  triitli  iindiltitvd  by  conventionalities  of  any  kind,  in 
the  littefit,  that  is  in  tlie  most  forcible-,  terms.  Il«  wished 
to  show  tliem  their  own  and  their  mistrees's  picttire  aa  it 
floated  before  the  eyes  of  his  own  intellect;  the  more  they 
trembled  with  rnge  at  the  sight  of  the  hideous  faoee,  the 
better.  The  whole  s|)occh  is  mrmeated  by  the  tboaglit« 
that  it  was  hit)  sacred  duty,  as  a  pntrtot  and  a  man,  to 
bring  iheni  to  justice  without  mercy.  Hence  ho  not  only 
torno<l  against  tlie  ttavocracy  and  the  Democratic  par^ 
which  were,  indeed,  frightfal  realities  bnt  had  no  pcrsou* 
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allty,  bnt  he  let  Ms  komt^  fait  with  all  his  might  on 
bttcka  uf  fleiih  and  blood.  Butlor,  as  the  rcpreaentative  of 
Sonth  Carolina,  fttid  Douglas,  lie  edected  as  the  chief 
lotig  the  guilty.  South  CaroHua  whicli  had  alwaya 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  alavocracy,  hecaii&e  tlie  elavocratic 
ittetinct  had  always  been  most  etroii^ly  and  coiisisteutly 
developed  in  it,  waa  reminded  of  the  aliamefiil  Inibecility 
iuto  which  it  had  fallen,  even  during  the  revohitionarj' 
riod,  on  account  of  alavery.     Ite  pompoiia  senator  vho 

account  of  his  own  pei-soiinl  rank  m  well  as  becanse  be 
was  tlio  representative  of  the  [>almetto  state,  WHcvcd  him- 
(4)lf  nmde  of  clay  dUfc-rent  t'l-om  Ihiit  of  ordinnry  mortals, 

B  obliged  to  bear  himself  told  with  disdainful  contempt, 

t  everything  became  distorted  in  hia  bands  and  he  could 
Dt  o]>eD  hi?  iiioulli  without  blundering.  He  was  assigned 
«  role  of  the  Don  Quii^ute  of  alavery,  and  Donglaa  was 
iBeeotiiated  with  bim  ae  Sancbo  Pansa.  It  was  a  wonder- 
fully striking  comparison,  but  precisely  on  that  account 
hie  disdainful  language  cut  deeper  into  the  flesh  than 
the  ^irongest  appeal  to  all  that  ia  holy  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  uiau. 

Tlie  Sewards  and  Hales,  Fesecndens  and  Trnmbnlls, 
AVilwjng  and  Wmlcs  did  not  handle  the  majority  with  silk 
l>tove«.  when  Iboy  spoko  of  slaven',  bnt  it  never  before 
had  tlie  feeling  that  it  was  »iibj«eted  to  morally  running 
ih*  gauntlet  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world.  This 
Iteeatiio  immediately  ap]>Arent  in  the  eliort  debate  which 
[^directly  followed  the  speech,  on  the  20th  of  May.  Case 
only  )<(*nght  (o  show  that  the  history  of  Michigan  afibrded 
no  precedent  for  the  course  of  the  frec-etatt?  paily  of  Kan- 
aaa,  bnt  introduced  his  remarks  with  tbe  declaration  that 
The  aenale  bad  never  before  been  obliged  to  listen  to  eo 
ttn-Ainerican  and  ua-palriotic  a  speecli.  I>oiiglaA  followed 
with  a  real  dood  of  invective  of  tbe  flltliicst  de»criptioD. 
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Referring  to  Suiniier'a  earlier  declamtiom!  n:i:>jxfiiiig  bib 
]jt*ition  on  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  lie  called  liim  an 
avowee]  criiiiinat,<  aaitl  be  deserved  to  be  spat  Id  tlic  fite«, 
becanse  he  dared  to  exclian^  the  civiliiiL>8  of  social  life 
with  lIio  authors  of  the  Rausas-Xolim^ka  bill  whom  be 
lind  denonnced  ia  this  mnnnor,  nnd  iii<iuirod  whether  Sum- 
ner's object  was  to  provoke  eomobody  to  trend  on  him  like 
a  dog  in  the  streets  tlint  he  might  exoiie  pity  hr  hit 
deserved  ulmatiscment.  Lastly,  Mason  cotnplnined  thai 
ia  the  eeiiate,  they  bad  to  do  with  (leuple  witU  vhum  all 
(Hintact  uutpidc  it  notdd  he  a  shame  and  a  disgniM:.  ainl 
allied  Bumncr  a  cuiinin^t  artificer  or  forger  who  couhJ 
make  no  uee  of  the  trntli  but  to  circulate  fal^eliood. 

Sumner  must  uf  cnur&e  hare  expected  that  blowa  of  his 
kind  would  be  followed  by  counter-blows.  Some  of  his 
Irleuds,  however,  feared  more  senons  oonifucjueiioes  and 
Rdvised  him  to  be  on  his  gtianl.  lie  totally  disregarded 
their  wamiugft  and  came  near  paying  lur  it  will)  liiu  lifv. 

Tlie  senate  had  adjourned  onrly  on  tlie  22nd  of  May  on 
account  of  the  death  of  a  n.-pre«i?ntative.  Sumner  had 
roinaiocd  in  tho  senate  chamber  and  wns  seated  at  bis  desk 
busily  cngftged  in  writing.  He  did  not  notioe  that  a  man 
came  tip  to  it.  Tho  brief  annontic«mont  thiit  ho  tuuai  be 
punished  for  MRpureiog  the  choi-ftcter  of  &>i»th  Caroliaa 
imd  »laudt>riiig  Senator  Butler  c«utie<d  him  to  look  up  frum 
his  pu]ier«,  and  at  the  same  moment  he  M-as  stiucli  ■ 
frightful  blov  on  tlie  head  with  a  gutlu-perclia  cnnc  vlth 
H  dinmeter  of  an  incli  at  the  heavier  end.  Sumner  sprang 
to  his  feet,  but  contined  between  hts  chair  and  tlie  dusk, 
screwed  fast  to  the  tlour.  he  was  unable  to  throw  himftt-lf ' 
00  bis  RHSJiilant  who  with  nndiniinished  force  aud  tht* 
mpidity  of  a  tniined  tighter  rained  down  blows  on  the 

■  "  IK()  uiurlal  iiiiiii  i-vor  witof^a  mcli  AiiiluL-lly  in  u  svowwl  erlm- 
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and  ekult  of  the  dcfcTieclc«g   innn.     By  a   powerful 

i effort,  Sumner  wlio  WM  over  six  fixt    iii    Uci^'lit  Hn<]  ol' 

l^pcat  plivsicnl  strcmglli,  wrtiiclictl  the  desk  from  tliw  lluort 

>ut,ulrcu<ly  hiilt'&luiined,  be  wufi  not  nblc  Ut  ^cizo  hia  as- 

f«iiilsiit  who  deiilt  him  fri-sli  lilows  a&  he  retreated,  aad  the 

iwoiindfd  w-iirttor  liiitdly  tell    feeiiAcleas    and  covered  witJi 

Mood.     Preaton  S.  Brooks  one  uf  the  representatives  of 

[South  Carolina  was  the  glorioiw  victor.     He  liad  tiot  only 

ihrillianll}'  avi-iigiKl  his  fttnte  and  his  uucle  who  \\&6  not  in 

HVaEhinglori  at  tliv  time  of  Siiinrcr's  »|ieech  aod  bad  not 

[vet  rauiniod,  but  ho  had  furnislivd  niiotber  proof  titat  the 

:tI»vocriiey  wae  resolved  to  defend  law  luid  order  with  the 

Qtinoetoucr^'T  against  llic  nl<olitioi)iet  fanatics — tbo  elavo- 

cracy  and  not  Prc«toi)  S.  Brooke  alone,  and  hcucc  the  caee 

wae  uignixiil'le  not  hv  a  crimitml  court  solely  but  by  bits- 

(ory.     The  court  of  the  Caiiitftl  of  the  Union  wbieb  was 

being  corroded  by  the  p-pisoiiuf  slavery  inflicted  a  penalty 

ion  Brooks  wiiic-b  wa«  an  iii^idt  to  all  justice,  but  in  thv 

reconi  of  the  wurhl-liistoric  case  apaiiwt  slavery  in   tht* 

lUnitoiI  Slate*,   llioiv  is  scaiToly  another   pJigt!  wbicii  so 

Itliorongbly  and  |Mi1pably  justities  Sumner's  cbaructeriziu 

iition  (t(  tlie  pccniiar  in^iitutiun. 

BrookA  WAB  nufutio  of  tlio^t^  fellows  wU<>  wlien  tlie  oc- 

Moii  offered — of  eonrse  jrenerully  in  debates  on  tbe  slav. 

try  qnestion — made  scene*  in  tlie  boitso  of  roprcecntativea 

[M-hieli  are  wont  to  be  witnceecd  only  where  prize  fighters 

and  itivfe&sional  butliuti  meet.     In  liis  »i>cet;b  defending 

himself,  on  the  lltti  of  Jnly,  he  challen^'d  coinpurit>on  uf 

iliii)  Wlinvior  ns  u  getitleinan  iind    nicinl>cr  of  tJio  houi^, 

Iwicli  any  other  ineniber.^      And,  indeed,  bo  had  bitberlij 

aniversally  for  a  genuine  ,repre&cntativc  of  sontb- 


>  *•  I  cliallfiigt'  i-uinparlSMii  wlili  iinj'  memtMr.  aged  or  joanp.  plook 
Fn  not,  M  to  Ibe  propiloty  of  my  (l«]n<v.-uior  u  a  gcii(l«tuftn  und  n. 
ST."    lU.  p.8iB 
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ern  "cliivalr/"  and  on  one  point  not  nnimportant  in 
itself,  and  in  view  of  tbe  act  of  tlie  22nd  of  A!hj,  n  vtrjr 
itnportiuit  one,  he  lind  demonstrated  that  he  bad  a  fine 
and  deep  fueling  of  whnt  honor  demanded  of  the  true 
gcntlcmiui,  as  it  was  coinmonly  fonnd  in  cnltnred  ftlsre 
Wrons.  On  the  15th  of  March,  18i>4,  in  the  debate  on 
Ute  KansHH-Nebntska  bill,  he  had  6pok«n  sererely  ngaJnet 
the  chenp  conrage  shown  by  insulting  a  man  opposed  to 
•tiielllng,  and  hiid  said  that,  in  such  a  ease,  be  wunid  rather 
be  the  man  iueukod  than  the  insnlter.^  And  now  be  had, 
not  in  the  lieat  of  passion  but  al>er  cool  calculation  and 
careful  prfpftraiion  which  showed  more  of  eaoiJon  than  of 
conragc  fallen  upon  a  defentwless  man  and  had  beaten  bim 
almost  to  death,  bccAasc,  in  the  cxorcieo  of  bis  oHioe  and 
under  the  briKid  shield  of  the  coiiatitiilion,  hu  had  said 
tilings  which  did  not  please  the  southern  cavalier.  To 
make  sure  that  fruin  being  the  cudgeter  he  should  not  be> 
cuino  the  cudgeled,  he  took  Ediitiiiidson  of  Virginia  into 
bis  confldeuce.  He  bod  waiicil  with  the  latU-r  twice  before 
the  Capitol  to  fall  upon  tbe  unsuapecting  bome-boDud 
senator.  A»  his  Tiotim  by  chance  did  not  hapjien  to  pas* 
that  way,  he  had  gone  in  search  of  bim  In  tbe  senaie 
chntnber,  and  taken  ad^nntageof  the  fortunate  clianee  that 
he  found  him  in  a  situation  which  prevented  his  osiiig 
even  the  weapons  with  whieb  oatare  had  provided  bim. 


>  "1  bsve  liTtd  long  eomigb  to  !«■».  ihat  lo  do  JuUee  lo  Hm 
Ofdjilocis  u>d  eren  preJtitlicMof  others,  is  llie  Barest  way  to  leetin  a 
JUM  eomiderntlan  of  inj  own. 

"Nor,sir,dfr««  il  jump  iriin  my  Iiumor  or  my  >  ■  '     ■  "f  hooot 

10  awail  tlMse  wbfl.  in  obedience  10  a  local  *eiiiii  .  rneioa 

rewrt  tint  wn  cimmon  in  n  wannfir  Utilmlo  ll  i*  *  clienj'  iliijiln;  of 
chivalry  to  ingtiltwbon  no  risk  ulacurretli  nui).  for  tny  own  parL  I 
<rouM  invfei  lli«  condUion  of  liim  trbo  l>«m  tbe  wotmO  ttaan  of  him 
by  wbom  ll  Is,  nuder  such  cfrnitiaiiances,  iwcdlMaljr  latUtiUd." 
Congr.  G1ob«,  Itt  Seu.,  HM  Cuogr^  ApfMnd.,  p.  371. 
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[Broolcs'  fiiithfiil  sliieltl-liunrer,  ^miindHon,  hflpjieiieil  hj 

to  bti  Blill  in  an  adjoiTiing  nioni,  but  n  Be^Ktiid  (hiti- 

fidant,  Keitt  of  Suiith  Carolina  covered  hie  rear,  wildly 

brarnii Riling  a  cane  and  shontiiig  to  those  present  that  they 

l^woald  have  to  deal  with  him  if  they  tried  to  miv  in  the 
ir.  Theao  noble  southern  cavaliers  and  member*  of 
the  bouse  of  represent atived  had,  therefore,  coinbincd  to 
mnVe  an  nspault  on  a  eenator,  as  brntal,  liaooaiid  cowardly 
BS  can  well  be  imagined.  Indeed  its  ba«unc8M  and  cow- 
ardioc  almost  8nrj>ii«iteil  its  brutality.  Brooka  ducliirud 
before  the  house  of  rejircseiitatireit  that,  in  viuw  of  Sum- 
ner's greater  physical  slreiiglh,  he  hud  preferred  the  heavy 
gntta-jjerclia  cane  to  a  huraewliip,  and  claimed  credit  for 

Itlie  preference,  since  he  would  ^whether  with  a  revolver 
or  bowie  knife  lie  does  not  gay^have  killed  Sumner,  if  he, 
Broolcs,  bad  got  the  woret  of  it. ' 
I  Even  while  the  a»sauU  was  being  made,  it  wiu  plain 
that  not  Edmundson  and  Keitt  alone  would  unreservedly 
approve  the  hrave  and  high-minded  Uriiokd,  Some  of 
those  present  who  mndc  no  etlort  to  fHll  into  the  Rnmi  of 
the  murderer,  might  have  made  wise  remarks  like  tliose 

^P  ) "  I  went  10  work  rerjr  (leliberaicly.  aa  I  am  charged— aod  thli  la 
^^ndmftte'l — und  b|iik-uIiiIm1  miiiu'ii'IiiiI  hii  to  wbi^llt^r  I  iib«iilil  i>tnplrtjr  k 
ff  hwcwliip  or  a  cowliiiie^  bui  koowjug  tliul  tli»  senitior  itiu  my 
jBsuperloriD  streejKlb,  il  occiucoO  to  in<>  thAi  he  n)i|>bi  wrvitt  it  fttm 
^tmy  hand,  and  Uiea— for  I  nsver  Rtt^mpi  uityiblDs  I  do  n«>l  perfutm— 
I  mlgbi  have  bt^^Q  compvllod  todotbkt  which  I  would  have  regretted 

■  tb«  balaiicA  of  my  naliiral  life." 
Tbs  qtwfiiioo  why  b«  h«d  not  eballrngfd  Stunner,  be  answered; 
I  "Iltnefr  thai  thoaenalor  would  not  accept  a  measage;  and  bnrinj^ 
Ibrm*^  Iba  unalirrulilfl  det^rminatloii  Ki  piiniali  biin.  I  b^lJoved  tbat 
UmoCcium  or 'st^odiDK  ihliOAlite  mosani;^,'  siiperndded  In  lb«  indict- 
Dent  tor  uuault  and  batter;,  would  itibjrcl  mc  to  lcj;nl  penaUlpt  mora 
WT»ni  Uian  wauM  be  lin|>raed  for  a  ftlmple  DBsnuU  and  tmliery." 
Connr.  Ololxi,  lal  t^tc,  34lh  (.'ongr..  Appcn  .  p.  iVi.  llie  man  wbo  so 
pruilouily  wpicbml  everylblOK.  had  certainly  not  forpniMi  that  a 
rballeuge  woiiM  ban  b««a  a  waniiag. 
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of  Douglns  vho  waa  ritting  ia  ronvprtAtjoo  with  other 
m«mbera  of  congress,  in  an  ndjoining  room.  M'ten  ht 
beard  of  tlio  proceeding,  Lo  had  aa  lie  ftaid,  apmiig  up, 
but  seated  hiineelf  Bg:niii,  becniii^  cuiisiileriiig  liifl  attitiiUe 
lowni-ds  Sumner,  his  interposition  tiii^ht  be  midcon^Ertieil. 
Not  until  the  aSair  was  over  did  he  eater  the  senate 
chatnber  to  satisfy  his  cnriosity.  Slidell  on  the  utiier 
band  turned  aroand  and  vent  out  lij-  another  door  when 
Ills  hleeding  coHeague  was  carried  towards  bim,  for  he  did 
not  want  to  be  suspected  of  feeling  nnjr  sjrtDpnthjr  for 
Sumner.*  Iverson  of  Georgia  liad  luMHirdiiig  to  bih  owp 
(•aying  not  moved  from  hh  yhice,  but  bad,  from  Hr«t  to 
last,  looked  un  "  pretty  deliberately,"  and  lita  oolloagiie, 
Toombs,  did  not  try  to  bide  tliat  be  not  only  did  not  think 
of  leaping  to  Sumner'ft  aseietance,  but  bad  immediately 
expressed  bis  full  approval  of  tlie  astuiult.'  Hence  one 
inigbt  well  be  in  enepenee  ae  to  trhat  position  the  entire 
bud^'  of  the  representatives  of  the  south  vronid  lake,  in 
both  houties  of  oongreaa,  in  the  official  treatineiii  of  tJie 
affair. 

On  the  following  day,  Seward  in  the  senate,  moved  the 
Mppointinetit  of  a  committuv  uf  6vt;  memben  to  itiTo6ti> 
gRte  tlieaflair.  Tliis  motion  was  ad(tpt*d  without  oppi>- 
fljtion,  but  no  repreoontjitioii  was  granted  Sumner'H  political 
and  pertional  t'ri«nd8  in  tlie  vommitteo.'  This  showed 
plainly  enuugli  tUnt,  with  tlie  majority  of  thesonale,  there 
was  no  ench  thing  as  moral  indignation  against  the  aasaih 
ant  and  eyrapatli/  for  bis  victim.    On  the  S-Stb  of  MajJ 

■  Congr,  01o1>«,  111  S«M.,  84lh  CoDgr.,  p]>.  1304,  ISOS. 

*  tU.  (>.  }Wi. 

'  I'lkf  mratm:  "The  cnminltlM  It  (Seu-knl'«  rmotution)  [imfioaetl 
(o  raise  wu  *or»il  bj  Uiq  Beaai»,  uxl  Ita  m^inben  lakeo  wholly  from 
Uie  ' DoiiKwrnlic '  litle  of  tbo  Cbnmlier.  ItvcumpueUiou  w»  Imiilnd 
tiy  Wallet,  Douglu,  kadUuoD.  aad  wu  Intended  u  ft  dlwoiiri 
ud  UiouK  V>  Ut*  oppotilioB."    PU«t  Blnw*  of  tli»  Olvtl  Vitt,  )i,  MO. 
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tlie  coinraitte  made  its  report.*  Tlte  material  oonlents  of 
the  report  wa»  the  following:  tlie  asi^ault  is  a  Itreacli  of 
the  privile;^)*  of  tlie  senate,  but  tbe  senate  hm  not  juri»- 
(lirtionof  it;  onlv  thelioii&eof  representatives  can  pnniHh 
Rrouks,  anil  Iiciicl*  tlie  senate  should  lodge  a  complaint 
Rgainst  him  with  the  house.  CcnstitiitionRlly,  this  was 
eutirvl^-  oorrep-t,  and  lience  the  senate,  hy  the  adoption  of 
the  resolntions  of  the  committee:,  fulfilled  its  otficjal 
dii^.  But  why  die  want  of  juriodietion,  aa  the  report 
claimed,  did  not  permit  the  the  senate  t«  pasa  anj  moral 
jnd^ment  on  tlie  deed,  it  is  dilhciilt  to  discover. 
Some  of  the  eeoators  took  occaaion  later  to  do  thi«,  in  a 
manner  which  e.xchided  all  doubt  as  to  the  fact  tliat  thej 
Voted  for  tlie  motion  (if  the  committee  only  from  necesaity, 
becaunc:  in  Sumner's  person  the  privilcgeii  of  the  itenate 
Vivn:  trampled  under  fool;  they  t^fiponscd  the  caiitie  not  of 
Sninncr  but  only  of  the  Mnatv  injured  in  the  senator. 
They  di<l  not  bhiNh  now  that  he  had  lit-*^M  really  trampled 
under  foot  lilce  a  dog  in  the  street,  to  use  JJoii^Ias'ii 
exnrestiiun,  to  act  act  if  (hey  believed  tliat  he  would,  as  had 
Iteen  Iwsely  iuBinaated,  try  lo  take  atlvantage  of  tlie  pnblic 
excitement  and  to  make  capital  by  reprctjenting  a  few 
hrai«eA  and  excoriations  as  oevere-wonnils.  In  i-calily,  it 
wae  prceuniably  owing  only  to  the  mafieive  structure  of 
hi*  ekull,  and  to  hiu  thick  head  \>t'  liair  that  he  waa 
DOt  a  corjiec  and  it  wae  still  a  question  how  it  would  fare 
will]  biu,  after  the  eliock  his  entire  non-oux  ayatcin  hud 
received.  Year«  passed  before  he  cinild  rv«uinc  bis  seat 
in  tbe  senate,  and,  &j'ite  of  his  powerful  couftLitulioti,  he 
never  entirely  recovered  from  the  ufieets  of  the  blown  from 
Brvok^'s  f^iitta-perchacane.  But  bia  fellow  senators  made 
ill-nalnred  ooinnienls  on  the  aukwnrd  and  nmlignified 
come<lj  he  wa*  playing. 

8m  the  Iteport,  Cougr.  Olobt,  Ist  B«m.,  34lb  Cungr^  p.  1S17. 
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In  the  hoTise  of  representatires,  CamjiticlU  on  the  23i»l 
of  May,  move*!  tlip  appointment  of  a  committco  of  im-esti- 
gatioiL     Onlj    after    a    Icnpthr   dvtiate,   in    which,  the 
sonthemera  exhausted  ercry  means  ■which    the  order  of 
bnsioeAs  affordeil,  tn  prevent  tlie  adoption  of  the  motion, 
or  at  least  to  delay  it.  was  the  resolution  passed,  by  ■  vote 
of  Q3  to  as.     On  the  '2nd  of  June,  the  committee  laid  a 
majority  and  a  minority  repnrt  Ijeforo  the  hoose.*     The 
majority  demanded  the  exptiUion  of  Brooke,  and  a  voto  of 
censure  on  Edmandsonaad  Keitt^  the  minority  oonsiBtin; 
of  llowell  Cobb  of  Georgia,  and  Greenwood  of  Arkatuae, 
reoommond«d  a  declaration  that  the  hoaee  did  not  ham 
jurisdiction  of  the  affair  and   therefore  did   not  wish  to 
cxpreeeany  opinion  on  it     Tbo  minority  atk'ged  that  tlioy, 
tnot  on  this  ground,  had  themselves  passed  no  jadgmettt. 
but  from  their  nlteraucea  it  was  very  plain    that,  in   their 
•tpinioD,  Snmner  had  not  only  abneed  the  right  of  free 
speech  in  the  grossest   manner,  but  that  becaose  of  the 
pobltcation  of  his  speech  he  oould  not  appeal  to  the  pon- 
ttitntion  which  pn<hibited  his  being  brought  to  aecomit 
for  any  words  he  h«d  spoken,  in  the  Mttate,  except  befow 
the  fonim  of  public  opinion,  and   tliat  Brooks  thervforv, 
had  violated  no  priril^^  of  the  Bcnate,  bnt  that  frum   the 
»tandpDrnt  of  morals   b«   waa  folly  jiutified  or  at  least 
*xeu«p«I,  on  acconnt  of  the  enormity  of  tbo  prorocation. 
So  far  ait  the  question  of  jiinsdictt<Kl  vas  ooncemed,  the 
report  of  tiie  n^inority  bad.  on  auperfidal  examination*  the 
appearance  of  a  calm  and  tboroogh  conptitationa]  inrrMi- 
nation,  beeanse  richly  iateHarded   with  qaotat)on&,   bni 
when  looked  at  more  elo«rIy,  all  that  was  ncnled  to  see 
that  it  wai  a  ooarw  tiwoe  of  Mphistry  was  a  plain,  ic^«al 
mind.     Ho\  a  trace  of  jadt«ial  impartiality  ia  to  be  foanil' 
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ite  reasoning;  fixiin  tli€  first  suntcncc  to  Uic  lut,  it  is 
Uie  ai^nmcDt  of  an  advacatc  wlioso  tudli  it  in  to  win  the 
bad  cose  of  his  client     But  us  frL-qtieiitly  bappeuH  to  law- 
jere  who  arc  ae^ijjticd  isuch  a  tusk,  Cobb  made  the  mis- 
take of  wishing  to  prove  too  inudi.     That  the  puiiiturv 
I    power  of  the  two  bousee  of  congre*8  wit*  liniiied  to  the 
■improprieties  which  the  membere  committed  during  the 
HkessiuDs,  no  one  could  be  persuaded  who  knew  the  alphabet 
Bof  the  history  of  pArtisinentiii*y  law  in  Englntid  aiid  the 
BUnited  Slatce.     Tii«  majority  n^port  rcfutod   the    whole 
n'&soning  by  a  simple  reference  to  the  fact  that  tlic  bonee. 
in  the  analogous  cases    whitih  it  had  bad  to  decide,  hud 

»dechired  it«clf  poasessod  of  juri^dictiuti,  since  otherwise  it 
would  nub  be  able  to  protect  itself  suflicieutly,  and  ita 
punitory  power  was  jrrauted  it  that  it  might  defend 
itself.*  To  say  nothing  of  the  fnct  that  the  defence  of  ita 
honor  was  the  duty  of  each  hou^e  not  diirlug  tlie  hours  it 
is  Id  session  only,  accordiiig  lo  Cobb's  theory,  before  a  vote 
lOU  au  inijiortanl  and  dutibtful  measure  i«  taken,  any  noin- 
Ll>er  of  ils  opiionents  might  be  ciulgciled  into  insensibility 
Iftnd  tlie  victory  thus  won  nt  the  eost  of  a  Hue  for  disorderly 
[conduct  imjH**"©!!  by  a  police  justice.  If  the  blown  had 
pot  been  inflicted  on  Smuner  by  BrooltB  Lnt  on  Brooli«  by 
ISiimner,  Cobb  and  Greenwood  M-onld  never  have  declared 
[Xkat  it  did  not  concern  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives whether  their  respective  members,  because  of  the 
ipeecfaes  made  by  iheuit  fell  npon  one  another  with  mnr- 
[deroas  intent,  provided  they  did  not  do  so  during  tlip 
Itessions.  In  truth,  the  basis  of  their  resolution  was  tliR 
argument:  the  man  rnfl^t-lled  is  the  fuuatie,  Sumner,  and 
'he  deserved  the  blows  lie  received  because  be  dared  to 
attack  the  alavocracy  so  inconsiderulely.     This  argument 

'Oothfl  qhmIIoii  of  JuitmlictiMi,  »e«  specially  Sitatuoas'  ipoccb. 
iCotigr-  Olobc,  IM  Sms-.  S4Ui  C«ngr.,  App..  pp.  815-6I& 
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sufficed  to  let  them  get  over  the  very  tronMpsomodiflip.iiltj- 
tliat  the  weighty  contrary  iJecisioti  of  the  lioawj  in  ISUS, 
WS8  given  on  the  basiR  of  a  report  made  by  Mcnntlie,  anJ 
McDnfite  was  not  only  one  of  the  most  hriUiant  stati] 
Hinong  the  stntesmen  of  tbe  Boutb,  bnt  a  rvpreHentatire  of 
South  Carolina. 

Brooka'B  cause  -Kva  the  caiiae  of  tbe  fioiitb;  so  tbotight 
not  only  Cobb  and  Greenwood,  but  almoet  all  the  repre- 
8«ntHtives  of  tbe  eniith.  Of  those  who  took  part  in  tbo 
debate,  only  Ktheritige  of  Tenneesee,  Callen  of  Dvlaware. 
and  HofTiuaD  of  Maryland,  condomiied  the  act,  and  Hoff- 
man had  the  courage  even  to  vote  for  the  c.\]>nUion  of 
Brooks.  Tlie  most  decent  amotig  the  rest  hid  themselves' 
behind  the  oonetitutional  snbtleties  vrliich  Cobb  had  oo)> 
lerted.  Several  as  fur  inKlniicu  Ctin<rinan  thifnght  that  so 
much  fttsH  should  not  U;  made  atmut  a  trifle:  blotrs 
Iwtwe^n  members  of  cungrcsa  were  nothing  unheard  of. 
Sorno  bad  the  effrontery  to  ejcpress  their  warm  neknnwl- 
edgementf)  to  Bnioks  or  even  tried,  like  Savage  iif  Ten- 
nessee,' to  Burpoea  tbe  brutality  of  bis  act  by  tbe  brutality 
of  their  language.  On  the  ballot  on  tbe  motion  of  the 
majority  of  the  investigating  committee,  all  the  repr^ecnt- 
atives  of  the  south,  with  the  exception  of  Uotfman,  vot«d 
in  the  negativo.  The  vote  stood  121  to  W,  and  the  ittolJoii 
was,  therefore,  rejected,  as  a  majority  of  two^tfainjfi  vnu 
neceaaary  to  it«  adoption. 

An«r  the  vote,  Brooks  took  tlic  floor.     That    not    the 
lea«l  intimation  of  regret  of  any  kind  would  pua  faia  lipa, 

•  •■  Not  only  did  he  (Sumner)  d«Berre  wbni  be  received,  boi  ^rery 
liinn*!  hiind  oo  »iirtb  ought  to  hare  n  whip  m  uwiur^o  ih^  vilinia 
onnioO  I  tic  world.  .  ,  .  T»  Cktl  Suiimei's  niniitli  (lii!  Autjeuu  el«)ilr 
woald  be  do  ^eat  extra VHt;iinc«  of  cjieeclL  If  tl  wore  a  gnaO 
M^pulcttrc,  tnU>  which  the  *l«vl  »f  hU  miich-lnved  Afri4>*n  re^e  li«d 
heeii  ca«t  (W  ■  IboiiEBnil  years,  ll  noatd  iini  n>ui4tii  or  iirotlure  a  man 
illaguutof  atxxniDaiioti  (ban  UiIr  loailiMniw  iiwecli."    lb,  p.  BIC 
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now  that  the  eotire  rej^reseotation  <•!'  the  south  hnd  taken 
Buch  a  jHwilion  oa  the  iiiruir,  wa«  self-evideuL  That,  how- 
ever, he  would  venture  lo  recall  the  api>e!latinii  "geiitlc- 
ixiaii "  applied  to  Petintogtoii  who  had  cliaractemcd  the 
act  AS  it  df^erved,  hecause  the  Ulter  could  not  Quder;«latid 
the  iae:ttiiH<;  of  the  word,  iiiu^t  hure  beeu  a  matter  ut'sur- 
prUe.  Eveu  tlie  foulest  ahusivo  terms  to  be  found  iu  the 
Krigltsli  Inuguagi;  launched  airaiost  Sumner,  PiMiniogtoii 
and  Iho  abolitionUts  in  general,  did  not  throw  eo  glaring 
a  light  on  the  man  and  the  entire  situation  us  this  rctntotioti 
from  Brook»'«  moath.  How  could  the  chasm  made  by 
elaverj'  hetweeu  the  north  and  the  feouth  he  bridged  owr 
when  cvfii  the  idcii  of  wlmt  eouetituted  a  gciit Ionian,  hnd, 
under  the  two  forma  of  ci^'ilizalidn,  gone  through  eudi 
diflereiit  proceti&es  of  development  that  thu  iiurih  could 
nol  understand  what  the  south  understood  hv  the  term, 
nor  the  ^outh  the  north?  And  had  it  not  really  come  to 
this,  when  Brooke  was  not  only  tolerated  iu  decent  eocietjr 
hut  could  duclare  the  real  representative*  of  th«  moral 
judgment  uf  the  [loi'ulution  of  llie  Tree  tlatoa  incjipivhle  of 
understanding  the  feeling  aud  action  of  a  gcntleumn !  He 
lionestir  iK-liL-vcd  what  lie  said,  and  was  not  only  convinced 
that  b«  had  act^sj  like  a  perfect  gentleman,  but  that  he  had 
deserved  well  of  bis  country,  lie  resigned  his  ^at,  ae  he 
cxprcKuly  etatctl,  that  his  constitueiite  wight  be  able  to 
ebow  tliat  thi-v  upprcvt-d  these  vit-w*.  and  lii;  giu-i;  cxprcs- 
ttiun  to  )ii»  cuiilidcnt  eA])ectution,  that  the  daj-  wuidd  come 
when  his  horic«t  opjtonents  would  thank  hitu  for  his  act. 
Arter  giving  notice  several  times  that  his  cane  and  pistols 
were  ready  for  further  service,  he  proudly  left  the  hall  with 
a  high  head  and  the  ossiininco  tliat  he  would  soon  undouht- 
edly  Hisuuio  bis  seat  in  it  again. 

With  the  eonseioniine«8  that  he  wa*  a  groat  man.  ho  left 
It,  nnJ  like  a  triiimphcr  covered  witli  laurels  he  rcluniud 
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to  it  again:  he  was  re>ti1octcd*  with  oa\j  six  diasenting 
votes,  ntij  hail  Bpent  tlie  interval  in  the  ino&t  agreeable 
manner,  btittig  luastetl,  giveu  receptiona  and  rectiivlug 
tolcens  of  liuiior,  in  tlie  form  of  gilts  uf  ever^  kind.* 

Wliun  lie  announced  Ids  reiiigiiatiou  on  the  14th  of 
July,  iu  the  boafte,  he  knew  thai  it  would  bo  turn  out,  for 
from  the  very  first  day,  the  soiitheru  preais  had,  we  najr 
eay,  without  e.vception,i  not  only  juEtitiod  hie  set  bnt  htul 
uttored  a  genuine  ahout  of  jubilatiuti  over  it.  The  SQUth- 
Side  Democrat^  whora  editor  the  UomooralA  bod,  fur  » 
long  time,  wished  to  mnke  secretary  of  the  lionso  of  repre- 
Bcntalives  hastened,  on  thi;  receipt  of  tlie  lelL-grapliJc 
inforujution  of  the  24lh  of  May,  to  give  exprtsaion  to  ila 
great  joy  at  the  chis^ii'al  caning  of  Sumner  by  tliu  cbival> 
roaa  Brouks.*  The  Rielimond  Examiner,  loo,  lauded  the 
oat  as  a  viiftury,  hut  did  not  seem  to  louk  upon  the  caning 
as  altogether  classical,  as,  In  its  opinion,  Sumner  had  been 
struck  down  by  cowardice.'     The  mild  Kichinond    Whig 


1  Th«  Tndfpif/tdtnt,  Aug.  6,  1«S«. 

*  See,  for  Inatsiice.  the  r«|K>rl  In  tbc  Carotina  Tinuu  oC  Axt^.  00.  IfHt. 
OB  bla  novptioB  in  Coluiuliin,  vrliura  valunlila  pmitiu  vruNt  mailn  hliu 
uDi]  mavur  Arlbur  spoke  or  "oiu  prido  iu  cUlmins  you  aa  oas  nf 
Cmroliiin'N  tiolileil  wriiiH" 

*  The  Ciit'AiAa  Tima  (ColambU,  S.  C.)  of  Ma)-  9t,  wfltui  *"nM 
only  auiitliiTii  tidpcr  w  ]*«(  wtikli  hM  b««a  v'*'"'^''  f>  (l«nounce  ihe 
ad  u  '  A  m-mH  uutrn^oous  uMiult '  U  Ihe  Saranaiil)  GrarpiaH  uaJ  J^ar- 
Hol.  WftbaTo  no  ri'spcci  fof  tho  aickly  •onilmi.'atKUtjef  »ucb  jnunul- 
isu.  ■  •  •  Ool.  ItTooks  lias  imrooTtollzed  lilin»«ll',  and  be  will  find 
lluit  th«  pnopl*  of  iiouili  CHmlina  am  roaily  to  Uiilnrett  |i)b  rmiducl 
...  we  \to\w  ibai  ari;un)eal«  etri>Dg«r  ibaa  woixla  will  beteaAM  be 
nscd  on  ctvrry  conTenient  ftwnAion." 

^'-Tbe  («l«j;raph  liu  rt'c^ni)/  annonnced  dd  iDroraiailon  mmi- 
j^mtorul  to  uur  feelip)^  tbaa  lli«clMHn(w)  canios;  which  this outniiiMnM 
abollUunhi  tKoired  on  Thursday  at  tbe  baodi  uT  tfao  diivaliuna 
Bnxtltiiof  ^HiUi  CarollDi  ...  no  piiiiubmoni  fa  advquata  lo  a 
proper  rf^tnlnt  of  his  luaoloac*  bui  a  0«lib?nue,  <:uu),  Aiga\ttA.  aod 
cluHKiciil  rojiinjt." 

*  ■*  Veatut  h  is  hM  vlctorive  no  l«aa  tkaa  war,     Mr  Chartes  Suuiofi 
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l^retted  tliat  Brooks  bad  Dot,  us  lie  firat  intended,  tnade 

l^nae  of  s  hora«wbip  or  cowliide,  l>ut  iio])ed  tliat  it  woqUI 

[tomn  be  Seward'e  and  olliere'  turn.*     The  cuol,  state^inian- 

like  Puterebnrg  Inteliigettcer  could  agree  in  tliat  wisli  on\y 

[conditionally,  becAuee  its  jojr  was  saddened  by  tlie  consid- 

leratiuii   that  Seward  and  lia  dirly  a8&o<riate)»  would  tnni 

blows  to  Bccoiiiitj  for    tlieir   accursed    cause.'     Tlie 

"UicliniurKl    T^i-ijuimr    whicb    enjoved    a    very    difrvrvnt 

reputatiuu  M>iitb  of  Mason'ii  and  DixonV  line,  by  no  means 

approved   tliis  %'iBw.     It  congratulated  the  Eioiith  on  the 

good   results  wbiob  the  great  deed  would  linve.     In  its 

t«p!nion,  the  iDean,  iinblneliing  abolitionists  in  the  »nate 

rwouM  liav«  to  bo  brouglit  into  ftiibjection  by  the  wliip,  and 

waa  cunlideat  thai;  tUey  would  6oon  Jeani  to  behave  tiiem- 

auator  rmin  Mntuchiisoiu,  «rh<»B  ropnuiioo  lu  scbolar  ml*  cbipOy 
npnn  a  (liw-'unrse  on  lli«  furugoiug  lexi.  seems  bciil  upon  illttslriilinK  liU 
Ui«0f3;  iotiisuwn  iwraan  .  .  .  whea  caned  fur  cnwiinlljr  vituper- 
ttioD,  fttllt  xo  tk«  flrior  an  iniuiiiiialo  lump  or  incarnftu  cowardice  ud 
oiust  glorious  exemplar  of  ibo  uian  of  peace." 

■"TtiQ  ouly  rogiAt  wn  fKcl  i»  iliai  Mr  Ilroolcii  did  nol  •mplojr  a 
honewlupor  ft«owbi'!e  upon  lii»  ^laotJerouB  iKtck,  lD«1«ftd  of  &Gan«. 
We  trasl  Itio  ImiI)  uiHy  lit)  kr-pl  in  iiioliun.  8uw  >ir<l  und  oiliors  »l>i)utd 
Midi  it  aexi."  Tbe  article  in  heikded:  "A  good  de«d,''  aod  Uie  blowi 
are  1MII1.-1I  "otogitat  mod  cfTcclual." 

*  "  Wa  are  oxceedlugly  torry  lUat  Mr.  Brooks  dinted  hia  cmia  \ty 
Ittjrlflgilalbwan  thv  Hlniuldnrxnf  ili»l»la(-k^i&rit,  Sti)iiii(-r-  AWrogret 
UiBl  be  did  6u,  out  because  Smininr  KOt  ft  lick  amitia,  uot  becaii.ic  lie 
wnji  nol  Justly  entitled  tu  all  h?  ^oi  and  moru  b<>«i^e,  bul  bocNUM  (be 
luwsty  flcuinp  aad  hU  oo-tcanips  vlll  make  capital  lor  Itaeir  foul  cftose 
out  or  Ibo  affair.  Tboy  will  niiw  a  Uowl  which  will  iiplii  ilic  public 
ear  about  lUn  riolniion  of  ibe  privileges  of  debate,  suuiboro  bullyiMn 
Btc-  Maat^rllifacv  Urcdti:'}'  in  pitrllculai'  will  jump  iiut  of  bi*  ImoU  ildJ 
breeclies,  liave  nlHiut  four  iliouiand  Qia.  and  Ibua  put  up  (be  pricr  n( 
aMjcBltda  nnd  biiml  ri'nDiani  tlirouf^hout  tbn  coiinlrv.  Dtmjtn'otng 
wilb  Ibv  Rubmund  Wiig  m)  to  the  ufTect  of  Sumucf'it  tlimnbitiK  ^^e 
vDllrt'ly  coockir  with  i>,  llut  if  tliriuliinj;  in  Iht^itiily  ri-iin-dy  by  wbiili 
,  tll4  fi^itl  ooodticl  of  tbe  abollU«iiit)i4  cud  be  cwnti'ulifii,  Itaat  it  will  be 
very  well  to  ^ire  Sewan)  a  duubl«  d<ntf  at  leant  cvvi.r  utber  ilay  aatil 
toperatiM  ftfcly  on  lila  political  bowel*." 
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^elx'cs  nice  well-trainod  (lo<^,  If  thoy  received  a  blow  for 
every  word  i^pokfn  ngninet  the  £oiith.< 

Tlicro  were  certainty  mauy  men  in  tlie  south  wbo 
thoiiglit  differently.  It  could  not,  however,  be  doubted 
Unit  liic  press  gave  correct  exprvgeioii  to  public  opinion  in 
geiiL'ial.  But  when  an  uvervrhulming  majority  of  the 
ui-giins  of  pablic  opinion  could  vxprutD  themselves  in  such 
a  manner  uti  such  uu  act,  wua  there  not  a  frightful  jnsti6> 
cation  for  Snirincr's  culling  eliivery  n  harlot  i  Of  it« 
womb  wa»  bora  the  horrible  monster  of  public  spirit  from 


'  "  In  Ibo  main,  the  prow  ul'  the  south  applaud  Uie  conduct  of  Mr. 
ItrookR.  without  candlllon  or  limliatloD.  Our  appruballnn.  at  leait,  is 
pntir*  rtnd  Mnres*rvo(l.  Wocnnaiil^rchaact  g<NKl  iaconcoplloii,  Wll«t 
In  cxtciiliou,  and  beat  afalt  In  wnsequeDoe.  Tlie  vulmir  atKilJiioobtil 
in  ih(?  iwniilii  urc  goilin^  ulxivv  thPUMolravL  'ni4>y  havo  lie^n  tinmnrml 
iiQlil  tfa«y  foteel  Iboir  posltioa,  Tbey  hare  grova  i-aury,  uml  iluc  u> 
tm  Impii'Icut  to  i;cuikinvn  t  Now.  1I1P5  area  low.  nip«a.  scurry  •«. 
with  »()tui>  little  )>ook-I(tarDioft,  lim  an  utterly  0*vuid  of  ■plrit  ur  lionor 
tu  n  I'flrh  of  curs,  I  tit  re  on  lied  tjehlod  a  'privili-iie.'  llif-y  fanrj-  Ihry 
can  sliini)<?rili«  mhiiIi.  iinil  iiimiU  lis  rcpn>»pciiiiiiTM  villi  Itniiiinli;. 
Tli«  ti'uili  U,  thej'  tinve  been  Htiff«red  to  run  loo  long  without  CollifK 
Tbey  muM  be  litsbcd  into  aiibmiBsioD.  gnmncr,  in  pankular.  oufbt 
lo  Iwvfl  niae-and-lhUl^  «ar]y  everj  uiomtiii;.  He  1»  a  grt-'at  stnip|iiag 
r«11ow.  and  could  diuid  lh«  cowbidt  bdiuiilullf.  Brooks  (riKhtfied 
[>im,  mill  at  liie  dra>t  blow  of  the  rane.  hn  brUimril  likr  a  biili-ralf.  In 
ilieabs^n^ro  attu%  adoqiiatalaw.Dcitiihorn  gonili'mfn  moM  protect  tbfir 
own  hooot  and  f««liaK>.  U  b  an  idle  unKkcry  to  ctinll4>Uj;ooB«flf 
tlii>w  fltullioDi.  It  is  equally  iihi-Ipw  lo  ulteiupt  to  il;«>;race  thnn. 
l'h»,V  aco  inaetulble  to  abamo.  and  can  b«  bruitifbt  lo  rea<u>n  onlj  l>y  an 
opplinuion  of  rovrhide  or  gutta-porcba.  Let  ik«ni  in»c«  uodersiwid 
tliul  for  evory  vilf  w»nJ  apoken  ajalnai  tbe  aoutb.  lb«>y  will  sulfar  to 
many  «(ripee,  aitd  tlioy  will  t-ooo  learn  (a  1ifibav«  tliviiu«lr«4  llk« 
ilrceal  doL-»— tbny  run  n«v«r  l>e  iifiitlemeo.  Mr.  Qmnk*  baa  iBlllaied 
tliiK  miluuin,-  iUM.-lpUue.Hiid  be  dmerrra  npplanae  Tor  1I10  buUl. JtMllclona 
■nanuer  In  nkicb  be  clitiiiti»cd  tb«  Kamp,  Sumner,  ll  woa  n  proper 
act.  d<'ii«  at  a  proper  liiiip,  aod  in  tbe  propnr  place. 

"Of  all  pliK'M*  on  uarih,  (li«  aenaiecbaitilifr,  tli<>  llifalro  nT  bU 
vltuporal'Tv  vxplolla,  wuibc  r«ry  spot  wb«re  t^umiicr  Bhuukt  bate 
been  made  in  auDer  for  Iiin  tioUDixi  of  th«>  dmfii<:)«ni  of  deciirutu 
dobniD,  aiid  lor  bU  brutal  deaoDciailoii  of  a  venerable  MaiMtuaa.*' 
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which  the  iwiitl)  itxc-lf  n'oulij  liiive  I'eooitcd,  if  U  roiiltl 
liave  eeen  ati^tliiii^  whicli  coiicernetl  olarery  a»  it  wiw  that 
wliieh  had  no  (.'omtet'liun  with  it.  Tlie  [K.>o|ile  of  the 
[bouUi  aud  tho  peopV  of  the  north  httd  tpining  IrtMn  the 
ettine  loins,  itity  had  bntnglit  over  wilii  Ihern  frum  the 
motlicr  country  into  the  new  world  and  tnaintained  there 
iDBtitDtions  eseontialljr  the  eame,  they  del iji^htt'd  Fn  the 
sBioe  traditiont?,  foriitod  their  minds  and  hearts  on  the 
same  litcmtur«,  jirHycd  in  the  eamo  manner  nnd  with  the 
iNimo  upriglitncsx  to  Uie  eamo  (iod;  but  nndt-r  the 
linduencu  of  eluvcrjr  on  the  uiiu  hand  and  full  doinoomtic 
I  freedom  on  iho  other,  two  mdirtilly  ililR-n-nt  civilijintions 
[hod  been  di-voluped,  whicli  Konnectcd  and  grown  tojicthcr 
llnto  one  national,  political  whole,  had  voinplctclv  lost 
the  capacity  of  understindiiig  one  anoth^-r  and  wbvii 
brought  in  contact  with  one  another,  met  tus  lire  meets 
water.  Tlils  it  was  that  nijule  Brooke's  attempt  appear  in 
a  still  mure  glaring  light,  and  hence  the  act  ^^raH  a  bietor- 
ieal  event  of  eminent  importance.  Tlie  treatment  of  the 
ooee  in  congrc«»,  and  »iill  more,  the  attitude  of  the 
eouthoro  prces  ti>ward5  it,  had  shown  that,  a«  the  JtuU' 
)penfi€nt  utid,  LtriKike  whs  on\y  the  arm  tlnit  did  the  act, 
the  real  doer*  was  the  slarocmey.  As  tlic  slavocrarj' 
[viiulicated  it«  right  in  Kamsiu!,  Iiy  the  inofit  nndaciouti 
f violation  of  tlic  right  of  KiitTinge,  that  i»  of  the  fnndnmental 
prineiple  of  American  niitionality,  by  the  pmstilnting 
^  enslavement  of  all  political  autiiority  with  rvvolverB,  riflea 
B-nnd  cnnnoii,  to  prevent  the  north's  peacefully  computing  for 
Htlio  territory  which  had  been  forever  j)]edged  to  freedom, 
Hbo  it  now  declared  itself  authorized  and  willing  to  piiwcrilM? 
Hto  it«  opponents  in  the  federal  legl^latnre,  with  canes  and 
Hcudgelft,  tho   honnde  to  which  they   miglit   go   io   Clicir 

^P     ■  ■*  And  with  one  coDseut  it  b  iteolaml  Hint  for  lh»  crinis  of  tne 
^  ip«ecli  it  wu  duov  and  d«Mrveilt"    Tb«  InitpenAtnt,  Jun«  IS,  ISW. 
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oppoisUion.  But  the  RIclimond  Enquirer  correctl_¥ 
judj^  the  situfttion  wlicn  it  said  tliiit  the  sooth  woaM 
have  to  givo  notice  to  tlie  north  of  the  eanc«1Iatioii  of  the 
national  compact,  unless  the  latter  wonid  Kubtnit  to  iL^ 

Wft«  it  to  be  expected  that  the  north  would  be  willing 
to  pnrchnso  tho  maiotenance  of  the  Union  at  this  pricol 
It  was  all  the  more  certain  that  it  would  not  agree  to  do 
so,  08  it  lulled  itaelf  the  nearer  the  daj  of  the  breach  ap- 

■'^II  la  ii)I«  10  t&Ik  of  nnirin,  or  pviu^c,  or  troce  with  Sumner  or 
SuinDtr'a  Triends.  Citillliia  wu  puriij  lL4«lf  c<>inpsr«>d  to  ilid  Maws- 
chimptl*  >^«{i»titr,  nod  Lis  Iriuadii  AfA  no  twiter  Utau  lie.  'Woy  ar»  >ll 
(wi^  itieau  ilie  Icudtnt;  oad  cou:>piruou§  noes)  bvowi>«I  soO  wUve 
Imilora.  Tlii^  Komling  or  ilio  LnmcrfMiutia)  o<»uiniu««  to  Kan«M  mu 
doue  tvllh  lli«  trea«oan.bIe  pUT)Mi»«  of  Hiding  tbe  r«lNi)lioii  in  lliat  t«r- 
riuiiy.  Ttiv  BliK'k  Rrputilirnna  in  oiii};rfSit  are  at  i)]>i*a  wiir  with 
i^TernincDl.  nhi1.  like  llieir  aJlivs,  llie  Garrieonian  alxillLiantstfl,  ^iially 
ut  war  nrilh  i\'lii,-iu(i,  fcia«l«  virlu«,  private  property,  and  diatim-iiuD^ 
nr  rac«.  They  all  c1»>ierTe  ilie  lialier.  mid  li  Ib  vain  and  Idle  u>  indulge 
th*  «x[vft<Maticiti  Lhftt  tbnro  can  Iw  uolon  or  pBMOA  wlili  iiuch  tii«ti. 
Siuuiii-r  iiiid  Btimner'a  fl-ieudti  mtiat  be  puaiatioil  mid  atlh'tii-ei].  KOtern- 
iiicat.  ti'liicb  cnnntit  cuppT«M  Buclicriinn*  as  ilirira,  bu  UilMJ  r^  Its 
pur(>oae.  Eitltur  nucli  vrroicliM  iniut  be  bung  or  |iut  In  il>e  peniltn- 
ilnry.  or  Ibe  poutb  kIiouIJ  prepare  at  ooce  to  quit  tbe  Doioa.  .  .  . 
We  oru  tlio  moil  numl,  religious.  cocl^jKed.  Uw-abidlng  piNiplti  oo 
carlb,  antl  nr»  daily  Ix^oiiiing  iiior«  to. 

-  Tbe  reverie  of  all  iIiIh  Is.  for  tbe  time,  at  least,  tme  at  lb*  north. 
If  joa  cannot  npid  lbi>  lUaclc  Rvpublii-itni  rrniii  poirrr,  pnriiali  them 
oDil  Bil«ace  tliein  IW  tbe  future,  you  are  iucHpable  ol  »elf-;;<jviMDiii0Dt. 
Vou  should  iiiloptamilJ(Bry(liu|>-ili>*tn.  Wi'MJUerti  lonur  llepiiblicau 
institUtlooB.  Ytiiir  aytnpiirlij-  far  Sumner  boe  sbakeD  Otir  confldrni-e 
in  your  capacity  fur  x-If-suvcramcst,  mora  ihaa  all  your  put  bi'inry, 
fiill  of  evil  portents  as  (bat  has  been.  .  .  ,  We  are  not  aurpriiHiil 
Ibnt  lif  ahoutd  be  balled  aa  a  bero  and  aaint,  for  liia  pfopn«e>l  wur  on 
ever.vlblag  tacrrd  and  divine,  by  that  panilemaiilum  vrhm  Uii* 
bIteipbeiiioiiB  GKrrlaon  and  I'nrker,  and  AiidrewK.  wlili  tboir  runaway 
uej^oei  and  matciiIlDA  vom^n  cAn^rvgiU«.  IIo  belon;^  to  Ibnt  crew 
biiawlf-  He  U  a  proper  saint  for  a  Free  Lore  Baloon,  nr  nn  InSd^t 
CnnventloD.  But  UqIca*  lliere  Iw  fnimiib  of  iMttrinilsni,  rellL.'l<>n  anil 
morality  at  Hi"  »n«b,  to  espfw  gener  nl  detealnlion  of  bl»  c'riuiM  aad 
niDgntiilnliiin^tatbiaincritnlcMllcatlon,  Webad  belter  part  cuiniMny." 
The  Ulcbuoiid  Knquirtr,  ^unefi.  1854. 
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proaclied,  more  and  more  into  tlie  illueion,  that  the  Union 
was  not  seriously  imperilled.  Seward  who  knew  the  feel- 
ing of  the  north  as  well  as  the  Richmond  EnquireT  knew 
that  of  the  sonth  was  of  an  opinion,  as  to  the  conse- 
qnences  of  the  assault,  very  different  from  that  entertained 
by  the  organ  of  tlie  Fire  Eaters.  He  claimed  that  the 
blows  which  had  fallen  on  Sumner's  Iiead  had  done  more 
for  the  freedom  of  the  territories  than  all  the  speeches 
that  had  ever  been  made  in  congress.*  And  those  were 
mistaken  who  believed  that  the  storm  which  the  disgrace- 
fal  act  had  excited  in  the  heads  and  hearts  of  the  northern 
popnlation  would  soon  blow  over.  Maasachnsetts  in 
which  the  spirit  of  '76  manifested  itself  more  powerftilly 
every  day  was  determined  that  the  22nd  of  May  shonld 
not  be  forgotten.  It  chose  no  new  senator,  but  waited, 
patiently,  year  after  year,  until  the  martyr  of  liberty  and  of 
fearless  speech  could  again  resume  his  seat.  His  empty 
chair  daily  told  the  senate  and  the  country  anew  how 
BOnthern  EenaCors  deliberately  looked  on  and  did  not  stir 
from  their  chairs  when  a  representative  from  South  Caro- 
lina fell  upon  a  senator  from  Massachusetts  and  beat  him 
like  a  dog  in  the  street  until,  covered  with  blood,  he  lay 
senseless  at  the  feet  of  his  assailant,  on  account  of  a 
speech  on  the  slavery  question  which  neither  tlie  president 
of  the  senate  nor  a  single  senator  had  interrupted  by  a  call 
to  order. 

■  Congr.  Globe,  1st  Sea*.,  Mtb  Congr.,  App.,  p.  688. 
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CHAPTER   VIL 


TUB  Olh'CINNATI  AND    PHIMDELPHIA    CONVENTIONS. 

Under  the  immediate  impression  msdo  by  the  events  of 
tlif!  2lBt  anJ  22nd  of  Mh)-,  tlie  Democratic  national  coo- 
venlinn  or'  the  2nd  of  June  mot,  in  Cincinnati.  It  did 
not  find  ilself  under  the  disajjreeable  necessity  of  imme- 
diateiy  taking  a  position  on  the  heroic  deed*  of  Donnldton 
and  liriHikn.  Knt  the  8i;;nificanee  of  the  lawrcnec  out- 
mjz«6  and  vi'  the  ae^anlt  iu  the  senate  chnmlter  con»i«trd 
in  thie,  that  tliey  were  not  the  erime*  simply  of  ocrtttin 
individnalg.  They  were  mnnifestatiotis  of  the  spirit  in 
which  the  mdicul  elnvocracy  was  resolved  tu  carry  on  the 
ounlc-et  on  the  elavcry  <]nc8tion,  and  in  ricw  of  tbi»  fact, 
the  cuiivc'iiiunt  and  mIv  policy  of  eilene^e  and  paa&ivitr  wim 
impossible.  The  coio]M<-'t  between  the  sla^'ctcracy  and  the 
Democratic  party  etood  Id  need  of  a  new  ratiiicatioit  on 
the  ba^itt  of  a  revision  of  itf>  sti]>nlationa.  In  the  bitter 
explanations  Wtween  Democrats  and  Know  Nothings,  dnr- 
ing  the  election  for  speaker,  Cobb  had  RUt«iI,with  sutis- 
faction,  that  in  the  Democratic  party  there  was  no  longer 
any  trace  to  be  fonnd  of  Fre<?.Soit  heresiee, '  but  the  history 
of  lhi»pnritying  process  had  plainly  eshown  thalitcould  not 
venture  a  complete  identitlcation  with  tliu  extreme  win^  of 
tJie  alarocracy.  The  slavocmcy  liad  to  decide  wbcthc-r,  and  to 
what  Client,  it  wonid  allow  it«  pro^rraume  to  eTaiK>mte 
in  the  official  programme  of  the  ptrty  io  order  to  siQl 

'  OoD^r.  tilulM,  IM  8«<u.,  S4Ui  Cangr .  p.  07. 
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figlit  iu  buttles  with  the  soHd  inaeaof  the  DcniocrAte,  and 
the  JJeinocmtic  p.'u-tv  bud  tu  dctenniue  tiiu  limits  to  wliic-Ii 
coiii^i deration  for  its  northent  adherent*  pcniiittcd  it  1» 

I  go.     The  partj  could  be  lield  titgutlier  only  \>y  a  compro- 
mise, and  oiilj  b^  a  mendacious  eoiuprotiiief  entered  into 
srtilely  for  the  electoral  cfttnpaijfD.     The  radical  ftlavocnicj 
did  not  even  pretend  to  Hj^ree  to  a  surrender  of  any  part 
ol'  its  demands.     Its  higgling  and  bargaintng  h:ul  ruffr- 
eiice  onlj  to  the  question,  to  what  extent  it  would  allow 
ambigiions  deelnintiong  of  the  pitrty  to  bo  eoneidercd  ex- 
I       press  and  Lndotibrcd  picdgett  to  ihem.     The  pfU't}",  on  the 
H  other  hand,  would  Imve  to  agree  to  the  utmost  uonceesione 
H  it  could  make,  althnngb  it  knew  they  were  looked  npoti, 
W  hy  the  elavopracj*,  only  m  so  mneh  pavincnt  on  occouut. 
The  internal  dissolution  of  the  party  by  tUc  slavery  qucu- 

Itton  had  therefore  to  keep  {mee  with  ita  external  conaoli- 
datiou  of  the  party  on  tlie  Mtnie  <]^iiL-Btiui]. 
It'  the  iiortli  had  given  Kansue  up  as  lost,  as  soon  as 
the  Kansas-yebraeka  bill  had  become  a  law,  itraiglithave 
been  otherwise;  for  the  opposite  interpretation  giren  to  the 
'•great  principle  "  by  itd  antliora  would  have  maintained 
I  the  cbnracterot'  an  academic  controversy.  The  more  em- 
B  plmtienlly  the  poseeesion  of  the  tcrritoiy  was  contested 
I       with  tlie  ^onlli,  the  plainer  it  becnine  tlitit  the  principle  ^o 

I  artfully  coinponndcd  of  aye  ami  nay,  vm  adividing  wcdgo 
which,  at  eveiy  efibrt  to  brenk  the  rcsistanco  of  the  enemy, 
was  driven  deeper  into  the  cleft  made  by  cunning  eclf* 
mendacity,  i»  the  Democratic  party.  So  long  tu  the 
filuvocracy  hetieved  that  it  coiild  be  sure  of  burccijs,  it 
JDBtiticd  the  cJuiineleon>Hke  character  of  t}ie  principle 
adopti-d  by  the  parly,  by  the  fact  that  the  decision  bad 
Iwen  k'fi  to  the  8npreme  Court  of  I  lie  United  State*.  This 
waa  to  aome  extent  the  case  atill,  because  it  wa«  rightly 
eoaeidered  tliat  the  isene  of  tlie  electoral  campaign  might 


BM        EAXSAS-NCSRASEA  BILL  TO  BITOBANAH  S  ELBCTIOir. 

dtpeiid  upon  tito  pfiBsibility  of  iotorpreting  Uie  pftrty  pr«- 
gruinine  iu  opposite  ocnscs  on  tlie  two  sides  of  Mason's 
und  Dixon's  liiio.'  fint  among  tho  radioalft,  the  number 
of  tliose  wlio  peremptorily  called  for  tlic  abHndonnnnit  of 
the  old  tactics  increased  oon^iaiicly.  The  preeeac  aJmin< 
Utration  had  certainly  Dot  been  wanting  tn  honest  zeaA  for 
the  caoseof  the  south,  and  yet  it  became  more  doubtful 
from  month  to  month  whether  tlie  eoutli  would  retain  the 
victory.  Of  what  ii«e  was  it  then  to  pnrcliase  the  election 
of  a  president  devoted  to  it,  at  the  pricu  of  carrying  a 
Janua  head  as  a  coat  of  arms,  if  the  territories  weru  iwt 
also  won?  llio  Harder  Kuflians  who  thus  far  bad  made 
lioroic  effortc  would  finally  (ffow  tired  of  the  gftme,  and, 
beeidcE,  the  decent  elements  of  the  south  were  visibly  aide 
of  it,'  while  it  spurred  the  north  on  to  more  and  more 
Gncrgottc  up{Ki£ition;  tho  instruments  which  itwoalil  still 
hare  been  necessary  to  use  in  tho  future  had  already,  by 
their  inconsiderate  zeal,  become  the  vorst  encmirs  of  the 
ca«»c.  The  struggle,  tlicrvfore,  had  to  be  continued  under 
circumstances  incomparably  more  unfavorable  than  those 
under  which  it  bad  been  begun.  Was  it  not  folly  to  wieh 
to  continue  the  old  method,  although  the  increasing  dis- 
favorablenesg  of  the  conditions  was  undeniably  the  logical 


■  0»mpftr«  Th ,  p.  109S. 

■Th«  Kteniits  P<vt  published  a  IctUr  from  ffsoaas  Id  whlck  «• 
read:  "Miwiiurl  »e«nistoget  qulle  ilcic  oT  h»r  dirty  work.  Burtird 
has  Bod  vouUi,  uad  bin  company  &t«  bro&kiog  off  for  bom*  h  htt  •* 
they  caa  sleal  Hioda  sufflcient." 

Tb«  Marlon  (Ga.)  TeUfraph  gives  &  report  of  a  nwrtag  oTiIm 
KuBU  AMOcUtina  or  Ibo  plMewliichodoplcdlhia  rcsoluUooi  "Thai 
in  consMiiience  of  a  failure  an  ^bf  port  of  our  fclloir-cltiteo*  lo  raise 
ftu>de>u)tlcienitn  dofray  tbfl  vxppnwaoT  Ui«  Mrcod  Kmirm  Emigra- 
tioo  Astoclatioo  lo  tli«  terrilorj  of  Kansas,  ai»d  ai  lUo  same  titn«  w 
the*tmagiii1«or  oppiiihioD  girfii  to  this  enlprpriw  tijr  n  pnrttfln  of 
our  Fell ow-cltl teas — Ibat  this  aaaoclailoa  bow  disbuid."  Ttia  /«di#- 
pendent,  Ja\r  94,1900. 
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and  loevitftble  coriBCcinoncc  of  that  metho<i?  Tlie  election 
of  B  president  ucc€|>tablc  to  it,  KOtl  the  prcficrvattim  of  the 
Dcmocnitic  purty  iM>uld  not  he  to  the  slAvocracy  nii  end  in 
itself  but  onl/  the  meane  to  nn  end.  Iti  iteelf,  it  cared 
us  little  for  the  former  as  for  tlie  latter,  and  lieiice  it  had 
to  dvinaiid  and  to  endeavor  to  ocq^itire  tlic  right  uf  the 

H  tmhindered  extension  of  slavery,  on  which  it»  existence 
depended,  at  the  ri^k  of  licing  dcfejite<l  in  the  camjKtign 

^.  and  of  the  Denioi:ratic  party's  going  to  pieces. 

f  This  was  the  reasoning  of  the  extremist*,  and  it  was 
logioftlly  nnnB-Miilable.  Tlie  northern  Democrats  had 
hindt'd  the  Kiinsaii-XebrHttka  hill  as  a  great  triumph,  in 
order  to  move  tlie  mnsBeetoaenrrender  of  the  prescriptive 

t  rights  of  the  north,  and  now  the  radical  slavocrsev  wa« 
gnilty  of  hypocritical  untruth   ng&inftt  them.     It  ft-nrwl 
that  it  would  not  be  able  to  win  Knnsaa  again,  eplte  of  iLe 
*' great  principle"  and  nppcfliing  to  those  declaration*  of 
its  inventory,  it  claimed  tlint,  br  that  very  pi'inciple,  it 
had  been  dcfrnnded  of  its  ocmfttitiitional  n^imlity  of  riglits. 
Ktheridge  and  Marslmtl  who  had  become  convinced    from 
ftthe  history  of  the  Kansas  troubles,  that  the  sonth  wonld 
never  gather  anything  but  thorns  and    thistles  from  the 
tree  of  ■*  [wpular  aovereij^nty,"  declared  that  the  Bqnatter- 
sovereigiiiy  Democrats  were  not  a  wblt  better  than  the 
licpublictttiB  for  they   were    only  working  with  different 
iiienna  for  the  deslTQction  of  slftvory.'      If  the  sonth,  in 
I'rce  and  pe«cefnl  competition  for  a  territory,  had  aUiays 
he  dcfeaiod — and,  after  the  experience  had  in  Kaneae, 
lerc  could  no  longer  be  anydoabt  of  that — this  waa  cor- 

'  Cttaer.  Globe,  lai  Seaa^  34t1i  Coogr .  p.  RST.     KrJtt  hut.  In  a  sgi-rcli 

in  HkuIIi  Ctmlini,   «[><)k«>ii  or  tb*    *  in»iiHirotis  docirlno  of  M|iiiilt9r 

»ov*Tcl/;i»'y.  bom  of  iirintoiil  onw*r.lic*  nn^l  t*)Hnh  aTnbilioD,"nnd 

skvl  llic  qudsiio.i.  «)iolli«r  ihp  toutli  t-vuld  still  go  wlih  llie  rVmu- 

vrailc  pan;,  ilnce  ll  "differ*     in  the  dPfeaM  flvnii  of  its  flitKlnni^Biat 

cuorM."  lb.,  p.  i». 
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rect.  and  from  it,  it  followed  directly,  llmt  tlie  E>eiaocrntic 
party  would  have  to  drop  its  iloiible -fared  principle,  or 
that  the  .slnvocracj  would  tiave  to  cancvl  ita  ooinpnct  with 
it.  The  Kichinotid  Enquher  oi  the  2Sth  of  April,  form- 
ally demanded  that  the  toriiier  should  bu  done,  1>iit  at  the 
»»ine  time  made  the  signilicaQt  admi&«ion  that  tliie  va«  a 
new  claim  of  the  $lavocmcy.* 

The  doctrine  was  not  new,  but  the  demand  to  incoqior- 
ate  it  in  tlie  official  confeH^ion  »\'  f«ith  of  the  IVinovrntie 
pnrtj  wna  new.  The  place  of  tlie  nmhigaouB  principle  of 
"  poptilar  sovereigntT  "  waa  to  be  tnk'cn  by  the  priiieipte 
of  "  Btnte  equality,"  according  to  which  Bluvery  hud  a  li^l 
existence,  under  the  constitution,  In  all  the  terrltoricv,  be- 
cause as  Koitt  expressed  himself,  the  right  of  a  Boutheroer 
to  his  slnvcs  was  Rl>eolutc1y  the  fiamo  as  the  right  of  a 
northurner  to  his  horBoi'   the  right  of  G4.-tr-delentiiuBtio» 

1  "The  Citidnnali  Conreation.  .  .  Aa  endrvljr  n*w  {miw  wltl 
be  prMented  In  itii^  np:troBcbln5  pmldentlol  aanta^—tia  itAtif  whtch 
it  i*  impoasiUc  to  avuid  or  «Ta4e.  Th*  ojtpoejiion  ie  eaHtiiilalljr  an 
■bolilioii  paflf.  h  pru|>osM  to  repeal  ibe  KiiaxKi-NvbrdBkii  acl  nnil 
ih0  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  U  Uior^bf  dwict  Mnio  eqnaliir.  Tli« 
denu>crac7  oppose  tlie  repeal  of  Iboae  law*,  end  Mem  lber«tij  to 
malntalii  Male  equalttjr.  nut  &)>  mom  for  doubt  or  ravll  mu«i  bn  r*- 
movHi.  We  muet,  in  tlie  Cincinnati  plaifonD.  rfpudtiitfr  »quat(«r 
auTMcignix,  aitil  rxprihiisly  uteri  Matv  equality.  We  mnM  dfclare 
Ibat  It  is  lh(*  ilatj-  of  ibe  fCeDeral  gorerDDieoi  to  m«  iliai  no  inrMioHa 
nr  injiirioua  il)«li  net  Inns  urc  madA  brin-oea  Ihe  |feoi>l«  at  the  propxiy 
<>r  dlfTercat  Mcliona,  in  tlie  lerriloriee.  We  do  Din  incaii  lodkiaUL 
It  may  be.  tliat  tlie  aiaertiun  In  the  plufumi  of  th«i  abgttraei  lunftocl. ' 
lion  nf  *lnt9  etiDallty  mn^  suffice  to  carr^  alotiR  wiili  it  llir  coote- ' 
qiieDrvfl  widcli  we  desire.  Cut  li  la  ortco  cbnrcrd.  iliat  Die  K8DUi>-j 
r<etita<kn  bill  i-iintaiRn  Ihe  dociriae  of  aqiiatier  sort^ixlgni^,  ami  Uial 
•qaatu^r  »ovrr«izuty  ib  lite  mosteffloisnt  agvnl  tfl  FiLtc  i^rlllsiu.  Soma 
nonhcrn  I)«Tnui:r«t3  liarp  isainlaiatd  thi*  ground.  Now.  thUjpn 
mnsl  be  siilked.  It  mti*i  appear,  flrom  otir  [ilntrixn.  that  w*  raalniala 
practice  «<aie  eqiialilj,  and  repudiate  that  cooeU aciloa  of  Uie  Kao 
aaf.Xnbranba  act  which  wouM  <)efeal  IL" 

*Con^  (iiube,  App..  p.  WiX. 
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of  the  population,  that  li  fhe  right  to  almlitt'h  slaTcrj, 
aru^  only  after  the  metamorpbueis  of  tli«  t«rrilorj  into  a 
8tAte. 

Tliis  completed  the  n at! ouall ration  of  Blaverjr,  and 
degraded  tlic  principle  of  aiiivcreal  pereoiial  liberty  iuto  a 
»  peculiar  institution"  of  the  northern  states.  Onlj  their 
"sovereigntv"  miule  it  po»;sihle  for  them  to  maUc  n  dif- 
fereiice  Iwlwemi  a  elnve  ond  n  horse  an  ohjects  of  property. 
which  had  no  fouiulation  in  the  conelitiition  nor  in  nature, 
nor  in  Christian  morality. 

But,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  elavocracy  had  to  bold  to 
thi«  limit  of  the  eoveicipity  of  the  etatea,  because  it 
■would  otliurwiDc  destroy  the  foundation  on  which  the 
whole  atnictnrc  of  its  claims  and  its  power  rented.  If 
the  radicals  sucoi^cdcd  in  their  dcmaTid,  it  would  be  tlie 
crowning  of  the  structure,  hut  tlie  denmnd  showed  at  the 
&aiue  time  that  that  structure  vns  hollon-  and  dccuycd 
from  top  to  bottom,  for  it  vrm  an  ftdMiiasion  that  the  slavo- 
ecacy  would  Iw  defeated  if  left  to  itself.  Only  pravidcd 
the  fedeml  government  did  the  la«t  thing  for  it  which  it 
could  do  in  respect  to  the  nnsetllod  land  of  the  Union  did 
it  helicvt*  thiil  it  would  \te  nhle  to  rcsii^t  the  prci^RUrc  of 
the  natural  development  of  circnmBtances.  And  that  too 
was  evidently  an  illaaion.  If  tlie  domain  of  elaveiy  could 
not  he  exttnd*:-*!  with  the  epociee  of  6qHatter-Bovei*eij;ntj 
which  Kansa-i  possessed,  neither  could  it  be  extended,  if 
the  legal  prohibition  of  fllaTcrj'  could  oomo  only  bytlte 
adoption  of  a  state^  constitution — provided  the  majority 
of  the  population  of  tlic  northern  atatee  remained  true  to 
Uielr  resolittioii  not  to  tolerate  euch  an  extension.  Tlie 
BODth  could  not  compete  with  the  snperior  capital,  the 
superior  economic  energy  and  the  superior  nnmhers  of  the 
nortli.  The  history  of  Kansas  provi-d  tliat  the  old  hidief, 
that  the  shattered  political  supi-einacy  of  the  elavocrai^ 
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could  be  restored  hy  n  (Jefinitp,  lepil  nolalirtn  of  the  terri- 
torial qiiostioiJ,  wffl»  folljr.  If  llie  opinioii  whb  well  fimndwl. 
thitt  tlio  safety  ami  ultinmUjIy  even  the  exielence  of  Blarery 
Hcppndcd  on  the  assertion  of  that  political  enpremacy, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  waa  the  condition  proeedont  of  ihf 
HxithV  retiiairiiiig  in  the  Union,  the  key-point  to  tlic  bitt- 
lle  lietd,  for  the  slavocracy.  no  longer  lay  in  Kan«8«  mir 
anywhere  else  north  of  the  Mieeoiiri  line,  but  io  the 
tropics,  and  in  the  tropics  not  of  the  old  world  only  bat 
of  the  new.  If  the  poliliral  nnprernacy  of  the  elavocnicy 
roiild  be  regained  at  all.  it  pould  he  only  by  the  annexa- 
tion of  tropinal  and  RtiKaroptcal  territory  and  by  tlie  re- 
introdnction  of  the  Afriraii  alave  trade. 

How  fully  coiiMTioiis  the  Bonth  ms  of  the  importiinco 
of  the  first  point,  we  have  alrendv  seen,  and  vre  shall  foan 
have  further  proof  of  it.  But  we  shall  also  in  due  titiiu 
prodneo  docnmontary  proof,  that  the  radicals,  eron  now, 
began  to  recognize  the  importance  of  the  second  qneK^tion, 
and  that  tbcidca,at  tirtt  ncouicd  nniT'erKnUy  in  the  planter 
states  proper,  b^an  to  eprcad  with  frigiitful  rapidity. 
Ihit  the  territorial  qaeation  wae  still  universally  considered 
the  point  on  whicli  the  slarery  ijuestion  tuniod.  It  oould 
not,  ihi-rcfore,  but  he  of  tlie  ^^restaflt  signiticaitce,  for  the 
fiite  of  Uic  Democratic  party  and,  hence,  eventually  for 
the  i»siie  of  the  electoral  c.nmpaign,  how  the  Ciiicinrwli 
convention  would  meet  tlio  demand  of  the  radical  nUvu. 
crwrcy. 

Of  an  cxpreHA  recantation  of  tlie  doctrine  of  Kqiutter 
nuvcrcigoty,  tliei-e  t-oiild  be  Bimply  no  questiniu  The 
struggle  for  Kansas  could  bo  carried  on  only  on  the  hnaii 
of  the  Kansas- Xebroska  bill,  and  the  defooco  of  that  hill 
was  Iiased,  by  a  greatly  prt'i>underBting  ninji-rity  of  the 
parly,  so  emphatically  and  m  exclusively,  on  tho  principle 
of  Miitftlter  eovereignty,  that   a  formal    abi(ndonm«nt  of 
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tnat  principle  wonlJ  be  the  branding  of  Che  repeal  of  tiie 
liifsuiiri  itoiiiproini^  as  a  piece  of  iiifainy.  Moreover  it« 
foltuwinir  in  the  north  would  have  anqueetionnbly  been 
thuruby  Inuened  to  snch  an  extent  that  lU  defeat  would 
hare  been  ax  giMjd  a»  certain,  fleiice  then*  was  no  reason 
why  it  shuulJ  burn  its  ships  beliitiil  it,  ftjnee  the  southern 
nulicaU  M'uuld  be  still  willing  to  enter  into  negotiations. 
They  were  ttlill,  in  tliu  tiouth  itself,  &o  smuU  a  timjorily 
thai  they  wonid  eerlatnly  think  twice  before  they  attempted 
to  tbna  a  parly  of  tlielr  own.  Premature  resolves  tuigbt 
epoil  their  wlivle  game,  for  the  Boutli  was  evidently  not 
yet  in  a  condition  Uj  be  forced  to  take  extreme  sleps  by  a 
little  crowil  of  hidinpurs.  And  tlicy,  themselves,  were  not 
yet  ready  to  gu  very  far  probably  becaueo  their  love  for 
tli«  Union  wa&  not  yet  eiilirely  extinguished  in  dietn  and 
certainly  t'roin  calculation,  since  on  the  one  hand,  no 
pre  I  iar:itioi38,  in  any  ihiii^,  had  yet  been  made  and,  on  the 
other,  innch  could  l>e  attained  in  four  years  with  a  sul>- 
servient  adiuiiiiiitratioti.  Sincere  as  their  radioHlisin  wii-s 
they  remained  true  to  the  old  laeticij  of  the  ti1av<irrn<'y, 
never  to  iuslist  on  its  demands  being  immediately  granted. 
Diit  they  wore  no  less  determined  than  on  previous  occa- 
sions to  insist  on  a  puyrncnt  on  account 

It  wa6  not  an  ca«y  thing  to  make  that  payment,  and  not 
wound  the  tender  conscience  of  tliv  north.  Over  two  days 
were  (K't-utcd  tu  the  prolilem,  luid  then  a^  happy  n  solution 
of  it  ae  fan  well  be  imagined  wo*  fuiiiid.  Tlie  platfi.rm' 
began  with  n  reprint  of  the  Baltimore  pliitfurm  of  1852. 
Tiic  thonght  was  a  very  ingenious  one.  An  irrefnlnhle 
ilemoustrHtion  was  thus  fnrnLshed  the  thin-skinned  cun- 
servativea  of  the  north,  tliat  the  party  had  remained  abso- 
lately  true  to  itself,  and  that  its  standjxiint  had  nut  change*!. 

■  It  i»  pHiiirO  iu  full  In  Ibe  Coagnesioati  Globe,  lei  Seu.,  IMrli 
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io  the  least.  Tli»t  tbe  facte,  in  maiij  instAncea,  were  no 
longer  correctly  dcscribod  by  tlie  language  then  used  was 
of  no  impurtsDce,  and  that  the  agreement  of  the  second 
pEirt  with  tlie  firttt  was  very  (jiicstionahle  waa  scarcely 
liiscoverod  by  the  great  cnjwd.  The  platform  of  1832 
for  tlie  nortli  and  the  oiipplcmeiitary  articles  for  tJie 
auath,  was  an  ecjuitable  and  just  divlitioD.  Any  poui- 
hlo  criticism  i>f  the  itiippli^mi'iitury  articleg  in  llit*  north 
L-ould  be  refuted  all  the  more  effeottially  wiib  tbe 
pUtfortn  of  1852.  aince  the  former  ouly  expressed 
what  tbo  eouth  wnnled,  buc  were  eiittroly  silent  on 
what  should  not  be  told  the  north.  The  party  declared 
that  it  wished  nownnd  at  all  fiUtire  time,  to  abide  irre\*oc«- 
bly  by  tbe  Kansas-Nol.rnaka  bill,  the  principle  of  which 
was  the  fuundation  of  the  comptviniec  of  1S60,  bat  not  n 
word  wait  to  be  found  oo  the  right»  of  the  territorial 
population  in  respect  to  slavery.  Not  "popular  sover- 
eignty" but  the  complete  non-interfereiioe  of  congress  in 
reapcet  to  slavery,  in  the  territories,  was  characterixod  ma 
llie  principle  of  the  Kansas- Nebraska  bill.  Uceidett  thi*, 
die  principle  of  the  equal  rights  of  all  tho  atatca  was  set 
up.  hat  without  any  Intimation  as  to'  whether  that  princi- 
ple should  be  underiitpod  to  mean  what  the  radicals  of  the 
southern  states  dow  called  •'  State  Eqniility.*^  The  latter 
were,  therefore,  thrown  a  word  which  as 'had  already 
happened  in  the  case  of  bo  ninny  other  words,  they  might, 
with  a  little  skill,  conrert  into  a  powerful  lever,  into  a 
real  force,  arid  to  which  ocrtainly  no  norihera  Demoeiml 
i;on!d  object,  for  espi-essed  thtifs  generally  every  Kepnitli- 
mn  would,  without  the  Iciut  lieuitntinn,  Imre  eubscrilied 
to  the  principle.  Finally  tho  tcrritorioa  were  reco|fnin-d 
to  have  the  right,  oa  suon  aa  thry  hnd  tho  re()ni6ite  poiM* 
Intion,  to  give  ihemselvee  a  coridtitution  permitting  ot 
prohibiting  slavery  ae  they  thought  best. 
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W  was  evideiitly  the  decisive  sentence  in  th*  pUt- 

[furin.     Tlial  it  wiui  Aaaccptibic  of  a  diituroiit  intcrpi-eta- 

itjun  is  incuiitrovtirtiMc,  and  bcncc  it  wa«  certain  that,  in 

tijo  north,  whore  it  ecoined  nece«8Ary,  its  ii-nicunci lability 

rwitli  tlic  principle  of  jMipnlar  sovtTuignty  woald  be  very 

[ecrioiisly  tiuustiouwl.     But  if  the  lerritorial   jJOpuUtion^ 

[ei'eu  dnring-  the   territurial  contlition,  might  permit  or 

prohibit  slavery,  it  was  plain  tliut   it  oould  uot  loee  that 

right  OD  tlie  adoption  of  a   slate   oonetitution,   and  the 

deelamtion  could  have  a  rational  nicaniiig  only  if  the  ter- 

Lritoi-ial  population  ehould  aci^nire  that  right  for  the  first 

lime  on  the  adoplion  of  a  state  conftirntiori.     Besides,  it 

Ihad  been  declared  in  the  prcocdiii^  rcsohition  tJiiit  now 

liBtateii  should  be  u<linitted  inte  the  Union,  u-itUont  any  ro> 

ird  to  what  tlicir  confttitiitions  determined  in  rc^urd  to 

Ulavery.     The  repetition  of  what  had   been  said  already 

jhiid,  therefore,  no  discoverable,  rational  object,  anlcee  it 

Fconld  be  put  in  a  form  from  whicli,  as  a  rery  itatnral  con- 

[«ln8ion,  the  repudiation  of  the  principle  of  s.(iimttrr-fiov- 

M-reigntj  followed.     Spite  of  the  reprint  of  the  Ilaltiinoro 

^ptitliurin,  the  rudder  hail  Ifcen  perceptibly  tnnied. 

The  ninniiMivre  was  e\«LMited  i>o  e;iniuni&lT  and  bo  skil- 
lfully that  it  was  no  wonder  un-schtjuied  ttyes  were  not  :ible 
flo  recognize  ita  aieiiniiig  from  the  manipulations  of  the 
pilots.     But  it£  elfcete  must  have  enlightened  tlicm  as  tu 
that  meaning.     While  the  Riclirnonii  JCnquirer  ©xpi-essed 
itKcIf  fully  satisfied  with  the  plntform  and  clnimed  that  it 
[■corresponded  perfectly  with  the  programme  of  the  28th 
-f>f  April,!    TrtiinbtiU  ia   the  senate  could  obtain  frvm 


■  It  wTAtA  on  Ui4>  (lih  at  Jumt    "  Wltli  tlio  ulmoH  pnulblfl  prcclolon 

;  aod  eroi'lituin  of  langqaeo  Ibeso  resoliiliaos  aSlrm   tb«  gT<>--tt  vital 

I'riiMJiplKw,  flr»l,  or  llift  cogstilUlional   )[uar&aU'«H  of  slavery;  and  mc- 

cndlf.  or  itit<  equiilily  of  the  Btties,  nrlib  ivspeci  to  their  vnvnfni^ 

. 'Il^llj  twil  |)'>liiicul  ri;lil;k    lo  equally  cicv  Aod  couduiWe  teiins, 
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Douglas  no  binding  declaration  as  to  whether  he  etill  ad- 
vocated the  principle  of  squatter  sovereignty.  The  author 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  again  demonBtrated  his  extra- 
ordinary adroitness  by  delivering  a  long  and  brilliant 
speecli  without  giving  any  answer  to  the  question  and  re- 
ferring hia  colleagues  to  the  Cincinnati  platform.' 

The  additional  articles  of  the  platform  contained  some 
very  weighty  declarations  in  respect  to  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  country.  But  they  were  not  of  decisive  importance 
in  the  electoral  campaign,  and  hence  may  be  properly  con- 
sidered, hereafter,  in  another  connection.  The  jMirty  stood 
and  fell  with  its  confession  of  faith  in  respect  to  the  ter- 
ritorial question,  and  undoubtedly  as  that  confessioa  of 
faith  made  new  concessions  to  the  stavucracy,  the  question 
of  the  Richmond  Whig  was  fully  warranted — whether  the 
south  or  the  north  was  to  be  deceived  by  it.  Perhaps  the 
person  of  the  candidate  miglit  make  things  clearer. 

Bnciianan  whose  sight  was  sliarpened  by  his  own 
blighted  but  not  surrendered  ambitions,  had  become  con- 

the  doctriae  of  squalter  soTereignty  is  repudiated  bj-  the  plairorm  of 
the  Deiiincralic  party." 

On  the  i:<lh  of  Juae,  il  took  up  the  subject  again  in  a  leader  entitled 
"Stale  Equality."  In  the  ariitle  here  referred  to  we  read:  "This 
new  dut^lrioe  is  (be  most  po])ular  ever  broached  by  a  political 
party.  .  .  .  The  Cincinimti  convention  leaves  no  room  to  doubt 
that  the  principle  of  state  eqiiuliiy  surpasses  that  (Missouri)  compro- 
mise in  poiiularity.  north  and  uouih." 

It  niu^l  be  renmrked  here  tliat  ibis  principle  was  uoderslood  by 
muny  soulhern  radical?,  as  for  instance  by  Elberidge,  to  mean  that  the 
slaveholders  might  go  into  the  territories  with  their  slaves  Dot  under 
tlie  coDstilnlion  but  independently  of  it. 

'  On  Ihe  nth  of  June,  18.)G.  He  defended  his  refusal  to  give  a  clear 
answer  lo  llie  question,  by  saying  that  it  would  not  be  proper  "to 
foresuill  a  judicial  decision  lij'  town  meetings,  by  political  conven- 
lions,  or  by  the  aclinn  of  ihe  senate."  Cnngr.  Globe,  1st  Sess,,  Mth 
Congr,,  pp.  IHiO.  MTl.  See  the  vigorous  refutatiOD  of  his  sophisms 
by  Tiumbitll.     IL,  p.  1372. 
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SE  <jurly  ae  in  May,  1S58,  that  Pierce  was  wilk  tlie 
»ui)jn>rt  of  liiH  caliiiiet,  working  industrioiinlv  I'or  ii'ie  ro- 
elecliori.'  Fierce  liad  tafitctl  tlie  trunbtee  and  cares  of  liie 
offitm  but  hiid  not  grown  tireti  of  it.  Lie  would  Imve 
been  very  glnd  to  liavckcpt.  it  foiiryears  inore.aml,  (■>  tlii: 
ver^'  \i\!*t  inumont,  lie  cliil  out  minpletcly  give  up  tlie  liupe 
that  Ilia  wiali  would  be  realized,  provided  tlie  Demoanttie 
fjarty  reinaitied  at  the  helm.  Ilia  competitors  did  not,  \ty 
any  iueau6,  look  upon  him  aa  li  rival  from  wlioin  they  had 
ooUud;^  to  fear.  As  fur  as  it  conid  be  done  without  its 
IjGing  tt>o  nolicoablo,  he  had,  in  the  tilling  of  public  ottieea, 
t«Jten  care  to  coiiisfitiitc  for  himself  a  bodr  guard  of  fed- 
emi  olficinlg;  and  that  tiie  slnvoeracy  were  favornbly  in- 
elineJ  to  him,  wtu  Uc}-<^nd  a  qne&tion.  On  their  j^raiiiude 
he  could  nut,  indeed,  reckon,  tor  that  gratitude  wui  politi- 
cal cak Illation,  witliuiit  niiy  admixture  of  seiitiiiicntHlity. 
GenerouA  a»  they  wero  in  their  tc«tiinonial»  of  favor  to 
llieir  northern  tooU,  they  vrcre  provident  of  the  rewards 
&t  their  disposal  and  iniiiiitircAl  them  well.  Only  the  man 
who  was  able  lo  render  further  good  «ervi«'e  to  the  kIhviv 
iiracy  Itad  anytliln^  to  expect  for  iliat  which  ho  hutt 
rendered  already,  Precietdy  on  this  aci*oiiut,  it  woidd 
have  boon  very  B^rt-esiblo  to  them,  if  Pierce  became 
his  own  sucooeaor.  So  far  aa  their  special  interests  were 
concerned,  he  was  fully  tried:  in  hie  relations  with  them 


'  "  1  kod  not  bcoo  in  Wailiio^oa  naoy  days  before  I  clcnrly-  ilb- 

covert-'t)  llani  Hip  pr«sldeni  ami  cabinet  v^t*:  tiilv>nt  u)M>n  hU  [«-D<>mU 

pKlinti  milt  n--df-etiiiii.     TbU  I  «»»i-lu<liMi  rnini   ibe  jvncrvl  I<'n<l«Bey 

I  of  nffait)-.  m  well  ma  from  acecial  t'oiuuiuaitHtidiiH  ui  that  eflWt  from 

ifilvoiU  H'boiii   I  Mtioll  not  uBiiie.    IL  wiu  nuy  to  perceive  thai  Ibe 

[ol^MI  in  ■p|Kiintmenls  was  in  raise  ap  &  Pierce  partjr.  wholly  iliMlooi 

I  rrom  llie  former  Buvbuunn,  Cun,  and  Douglai  (>«ntcti;  wiU  ]  icadilr 

r|wrc«l«Mi.  whut  1  hiul  belDre  Lnnjec lured,  llii>  reasoD  wby  my  recoin- 

menilailini  bod   proved  of  so  llille  aeall."    Curtis,   Life  of  Jtmac 

Uucbaoan.  II.,  p.  80. 
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lie  Tim  wittioni  u  vestige  of  a  will  uf  liis  owo,  nod  in  Uio 
fidnCM^  uf  llitir  caiiMt  ugainat  tlieir  ojiponenU,  lie  was  m 
man  of  eucli  t«nacitjr  and  re^rdleseuees  tliat  he  miglit 
Iiave  been  taken  for  a  real  character,  if  onlj  tliat  side  of 
liig  activity  were  looked  at  A  man  for  wlioin  official* 
find  tlio  slavocracy  worked  with  tjicir  combined  Btrength, 
was  a  candidate  who  had,  under  all  circnmetflncc?,  to  be 
serionsly  reckoned  with,  even  if  hiB  pcrBonal  worth  woa 
Iwlow  zero.  Hence  tlic  >'ew  York  JWiw7»tf,  for  indtance, 
believed  for  a  long  time  that  Picrc«  had  the  advantage  of 
all  hie  rivab  and  timt,  indeed,  hia  nomination  was  well 
nigh  certain.*  But  it  uaa  mistaken  in  tliis,  for  it  wu 
evident  that  very  weighty  reaaone  stood  in  the  way  of 
tlitt  iigliling  of  another  national  electoral  battle  nndor  hia 
flag. 

When  tlie  Baltimore  con%'ention  nominated  Picrc*,  he 
was  a  "  Jnrk  bur»e  "  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  the  Hnat- 
era,  Rusks,  Jlrodbeadg,  etc.,  whose  names  were  now  occa- 
&ionn1ly  mentioned,  tn  the  expectntioti  tlint  the  rL-quisito 
number  of  voles  wonld  not  bo  united  on  any  of  tlic  candt- 
dat^g  propur.  The  great  nmjorJty  of  the  people  coold 
scarcely  rwmember  liavirig  heard  Pierco'e  name  before, 
notwill)8tanding  wbicli,  hi«  admiuielration  was  hwjkeil  for- 
ward to  with  great  cipoctatiou.     No  other  reason  could 


■  E&ppt  OeaehifAUi  if«r  Bktattret.  p.  400.  goes  loo  flu-  -wlien  he  mj» 
Ibai  Pii'rcu'ii  reoumlunitoD  was  nut  illwuiueil.  I  du  not  evrn  odiKi 
•sitlcr  liim  f-nllrelj-  corrrct  wliea  l-r,  p.  114.  dtist-rlb««  tbv  t^  TOtM 
cast  for  lilni  on  Ihe  llrst  ballot  aa  a  p^frilnK  cmitliinciil.  aUlii)Ui;li  thii 
N.  Y-  Tnlttne  wliicta  bad  In  Iba  iii*»ni imp.  Icarsofl  lo  Jiidgn  the  slion- 
lion  ben«r  n-ai>,  in  a  certain  semo.  rlglil  wlii>ii  it  declar^J  hlia  on  lb« 
'J4lb  of  il»y  lo  Im  "  rittunlly  beatoit  alraaily— A»r«  <>*  wmb^U."  As  a 
malt'  r  of  fact  bin  Dniuinailon  hwt  Iwcutu*  an  JmiHUblbllii/  brfor*  i|i« 
meeting  or  the  co«vi>ntion,  but  tb?  initjority  of  tlie  itoullicrn  (IpIti^im 
wfie  nut  ye\  *a  taUj  convinc«d  of  iliin  iliit  their  voio  cnnltl  1m>  l(*>ktd 
npi<n  (inly  1MB i>*iii[>liiiiiiiiL  The;  wUhcd  to  makn  anoilior  Rlt«in(l^ 
alltiixi^ll  llii-jr  llinu^UI  it  wOuM  |>foba<<)jr  uul  be  auiXMafltl. 


(discovered  for  Itiis  than  dial  lie  had  been  elected  hy  an 
uiiiisually  targe  majority.     Pierce  was  not,  of  counw,  i-e- 
,     Bpciiibitilu  for  the  fact  that  meu  made  the  niiinber  of  votes 

rcaat  for  Itim  or  rather  for  tlie  {uirty,  iu  oClier  words  the 
nunilwr  of  votes  cast  againet  :lie  Whi;^  the  moa^iire  of 
hU  perBonal  ability  and  personal  virtuc-a.  But  precieoly 
bccotiso  it  WAS  BO  seneolo^  to  do  thii',  tho  disappointment 
was  MOW  felt  all  the  more  bitterly.  And  that  disappoint- 
ment oonid  Bcurcoly  have  been  greater  than  it  wa«.  Tfie 
Uuiiod  Stulc«  had  ucvcr  yet  had  m  piti&blo  nn  udinini^ 
tntiuii,  and  although  Marcy,  tbo  aeci-etary  of  fttate,  m-os 
iinqiiL-istinnably  one  of  the  strongeatand  inuHdistiiigLiielicd 
meo  in  the  party,  the  foreigo  policy  of  the  connlry,  in 
Kf^nrd  to  which  the  national  feeling'  was  tno&t  sensitive, 
aQ'urdcd  a  very  unrefreshlng  picture.  Tliere  Lad  been  no 
laek  of  bold  afifiaiilts,  but  their  character  was  ench  thut 
lliey  either  brought  the  binsli  of  i^liume  to  the  cheek  of 
ewry  honest  man,  as  did  tho  Greytown  utfair  and  the 
O^lond  Manifesto,  or,  as  tn  the  question  of  ttie  Sound- 
duties,  the  couriige  was  wanting  to  make  action  correspond 
to  word«.  Ereti  the  immense  enthnsiaem  which  tho 
KoExta  affair  hml  excited,  eoou  abated  among  the  educated 
claesf*,  becan&e  ilarcy'*  much  liuided  letter  made  on 
many  rather  the  impreeeion  of  an  ajwlogy  or  excuse  than 

Ipf  H  tlioroDgh  eniihbing  of  the  "  European  deejKit*."  The 
only  Uiiug  the  people  could  recall  witb  nnnii.\od  siitittfnc- 
tion  was  the  fact,  that  the  closing  of  the  illegal  Eiigli&h 
recruiting  burenns  liad  been  etfected,  and  still  tliio  closing 
waft  a  Biiccefs  which  did  not  weigh  m>  very  heavily  in  the 
Bvnle.  To  a  great  extent,  jt(?o[»l«  may  have  judged  too 
tiRr»lilj,  becanee  tliey  had  executed  too  miieh,  but  so  far 
h»  the  practical  question  wa«  t^oncomed,  thai  was  a  matter 
of  pcrfticl  inditreronco.  Xo  one  looker!  with  pri'Io  and 
eatliueiaiim  at  the  biatory  of  the  adminibtration,  whether 
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lie  C4jnt«:-iiij>]ate4l  its  reourd  !□  furelgii  or  to  doiDnttc 
Htfiiirfi,  Biiil  ilie  piwDiling  feeling,  eutirely  iDdfjieiiilfnt  of 
men's  purtj  views,  wa«  a  peealinr  mlxttirc  of  o]Mi«lied  (U*- 
(•nciiiintiiicnt,  cotitoiiptiblo  indiDV^rciiceniulcuminiterBting 
iDdigimlidii.'  Pierce's  reiioiniriatioa  would,  tlu'reforu, 
have  beeo  looked  upon,  witliin  the  partj,  to  n  great  ox- 
tent,  as  a  direct  offi-ont,  and  1icdc«  ue  a  vet7  auwlic 
proi'^utiou  of  fortune.  Tliere  wui4  tiutliiiig  iu  tiiror  of 
the  choice  of  Piei-et-,  but  tbe  BHtiDfitutiuu  uf  Uib  «iaviirnti:f 
at  his  course  id  the  slavery  questiau,  and  tliat  very  eaUh* 
faction  \va»  with  the  mrtj  the  wei^htieet  reason  agaitiBt 
it,  altiiuugh  Pierce*«  t-uur^e  iu  the  elaverv  que»ttou  whs  id 
full  accnnlniice  with  the  intentioosof  the  part;  and  tlit-Me 
had  iit  no  way  changed.     The  lesson  of  the  elections    of 

■  H<WTi1l  c4  Vvrm'Kit  ga«^  fxpr^Minn  to  piiblfeopioloo.  eaoalUwIly 
but currccHy,  when  lie  thus  dturiicttrlirml  ili^  lulmlniiftrBtlon.  "  Kuw 
il  ispnilToili^l  witli  ttpaiti,  wiili  Coiilral  Aiii^rii^.  Hiko  will)  t^nj^Und, 
DeniBKrk,  nnd  Krnnce—iMVTokiiig  knlrrd  nnd  iacuiwbli;  irrliuiltin 
ahruul,  vltlioul  terurlog  iove  or  rupeel  iii  liome  RepnrdM)  with 
UDlvtinal  Biiipirtna  hy  Mlmngii  tU«  onlir«  cirilixMl  wiifl<t,  il  liiu  «Im> 
arouDedthe  liaU«d  koiI  tlvfiaiLceof  aavages  wkom  It  eveTj^ivben*  |wr- 
•ncuiVM.  If  w«  Wttra  in  *  war  IckImj',  wpbavM  nu  natlna  lliol  nv  cnulil 
recloa  nar  cnrdta)  IVtf'Bd,  nal^tw  wi>  enr^pi  Itiusis,  the  €«iiq»eror  ol 
ITuDgiiry.  Till-  li-iulinjc  chnrnrU-riitic  uf  ihv  llrrrc  ■dminlrtrniioa  li 
bo  haT«  lite  biggest  (juaiiel  wUli  Ibo  &malletit  powt^r:  to  rtn  r)i*i  wltnn 
it  Mr*  loiul,  aixl  l«-iul  nhen  il  Maya  uiuirt.  Like  'oura  of  low  cl<-jci««  ' 
wb«D  <l»cic»i  recede*  iU  grows  tnuol  belt ig<- rent  Wbcn  li»  Irlfotls 
b»vp  oi'i^iiulnn  tn  braoK  up,  and  not»  lU  trniHrkulily  big  vmri)&.  tb*y 
RroBureto  b«  biimliW  b^  llie  laui«  and  iiupoli^at  (.-oucluttiun.  It 
blow*  llio  louil  liuirii'.  nnd  llien  fainliL  Wb«n  il  glvM  no  wnriiinit,  It 
baa'army  with  bHntii>r8.' and  iu  enemiw  are  siunned  bj  tlie  txib. 
bardnx^Dl  cf  OfeyLown,  or  «i>inc  Know  Nothing  poslmntor.  But 
moat  unAitlunale  of  ill  Umb  It  been  In  Iu  BpasnioiMir  ndmlolKtfolina  In 
Knnuis.  IT  tbe  bill  eatabllablag  iha  irTrliufy  vak  properly  cbivne- 
Icrlscd  by  Oolontl  Benioo  u  n  «lil]|y«lially,  vlllywonty,  ilnnly.«w)iy 
law,  c*naliily  txes^i  bud  law  »  murn'  (il  ^XM'niivif  Tb**  nnly  dniibl  Is, 
wti»lh«r  il  it  morat  groacly  M-ron;  wIiMi  it  will  <ir  wlmii  ii  wna't— 
wlienildiiu'lorwheD  llcaa'i-"  Coogr.  Qlobc.  tat  8M>a..  fllth  0»fr, 
App .  I'-  0»i- 
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1854-55  WHS  not  yet  forgotten.  AUhoiigli  it  wM  for  tlic 
luosl  j)«rt  most  emplij^titiilly  denied,  it  wtis  very  wi-ll 
known, that  tlie  chief  cause  of  tlieir  iinfortnnate  isaiie  was 
llio  Kaiisat^Xebrftskn  hill,  and  it  wiu  just  its  well  known 
that  that  law  had  not  »incc  Iheo  become  mure  prjpiilar, 
ulthungh  tlie  tiret  indignation  hud  euhsidud.  mid  inaiiT  of 
the  rencgadeii  had  returned  to  the  party.'  It  vom,  there* 
fore,  tliuuglit  hest  not  to^^ive  tlie  [«?u|>le  a  candidate  whose 
name  vfi»  prominently  connected  with  the  detested  law 
especially  with  its  later  history. 

The  Mime  rensonR  conld.  of  course,  be  iii^d  nj^'aingt  the 
floininatton  of  rjong^lnn,  nnd  with  stili  greater  force.  Bot 
to  far  ns  he  wno  conccriie<l,  the  objection  was  made  not  »o 
mach  by  the  north  aa  by  the  south,  and,  to  some  extent, 
he  wn.^  not.  for  the  very  reason  that  he  was  the  originator 
of  tlie  Kansa&-!Nebrnf^ka  bill,  acceptable  to  tlie  latter.  Hi» 
invention  of  squatter  eoverei^nty  had  not  etood  tlio  test, 
and  hence  the  mdieals  felt  toirnrdd  him  a*  if,  after  all, 
<|]io  aoath  had  I>l-cu  imposed  on  by  him,  altlioDgli,  of 
coiiree,  they  did  uut  imptiti.'  ^uch  an  intention  to  him. 
Bat  oven  If  the  result  in  Kan»aa  had  correKpondet)  witli 
liti  intentii'fis,  his  u.v  pec  tat  ion  tlmt  the  slavoerapy  woald 
shtiw  Itself  gratet'nl  to  bini  uonld  have  l>eeD  disappointed. 
It  made  nee  of  the  skillful  and  rcckleits  man,  but  tlio  I'liU 
gar  demagogncwlioec  intrinsic  eoarsencfs  fro<jiienlty  mani- 
fc«tcl  itself  in   a  '|>ainfnl    and  c^cn   revolting   niannert 

■The  Know  NoihJng  C'lrllle  went  Bofarns  to  aulgn  llie  Ural  place 
In  ihH  P(w.Bo1l«M  in  the  l"inc1nnail  cntiTDiilinn.  '-  Sir,  IntiiMuI  of 
apprnpriaiirii;  in  tb<MtkM«l7i>»  tli«  ilnii'-honAred  nAra«of  IVmoCTAl.  Iliat 
roavr-nlitin  nt  Cinriniinii,  comiKwed  w  U  WMor  FrwiSoilrra,  uli]-lin« 
Wbl^.  PiUbiiMeros,  hdJ  n  few  n«mnGrnta  who  slit)  cling;  m  llip  name 
nnotH'*  prio^ir'*  l'i»*  >w*a  tlirowo  OTerl>'ar(I— wnnl-;!  htv^cooffreJ 
IvUie  public  niiicli  more  cl«urly  Uii'lr  dlnlDgulstilog  cbkTBCtrrlHlc. 
M  an  orguiitaliun.  ir  llu-y  IiimI  onllrd  Hit'tUKohca  Itin  p»tty  ot  mt«d 
iplas— '  Ihe  fire  loaves  aod  two  Utile  flsliee.' "    lb.,  p.  ffiO, 
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gr»tc<l  ou  the  feelings  of  the  prond  nrietocrnte  of  tlio 
Goutli,  and  ocmeionnl  side  tliriist«  in  the  epCL't-hea  nf  the 
mdicjils  hetraycd  tJic  fact  tliRt,  with  many  of  tJicm,  thoir 
dieliku  fur  DmiglaK  nmoiiiiCed  to  conttritipt.  Vet  all  this 
would  have  lii-cn  overltxjked  in  the  iutereat  of  tlie  partv, 
if  it  had  been  believed  that  tliat  interest  woiiM  be  pro- 
moted hy  Ilia  elcctioD.  But  people  were  »o  little  conrJiiccii 
of  this  latter,  that  it  mny  be  A»id  n*ith  greitter  trnth,  that 
the  very  oppo«ite  was  the  case.  The  qtialitic«  vhicb 
innde  liim  bo  vnliiable  nn  nUv  in  tlie  senate  odumkI  liis 
elevation  to  the  preaidpnlial  ohair  to  «p]*nr  vei-y  hitznrd- 
01IS.  The  Bonth  did  not  hold  liim  in  adtniratum,  hnt  it 
respected  him,  and  in  ilie  White  Hooee,  ic  wonld,  in  a 
certain  &eii:ie,  hiive  feared  him.  Douglas  bad  alwuvi^lfCDn 
its  readiest  and  most  serviceable  tool,  Imt  only  because  be 
supposed  lie  was  promoting  hia  own  intcrefit  by  beiDg 
sucb.  If  he  once  became  coDvtnced  tliat  be  nould  Advance 
it  by  tnliing  the  opposite  direction,  be  would  ocrtiunly 
not  have  hesitated  an  inetant  to  talie  it,  and  to  prc^icced  in 
it,  with  tbe  same  stormy  energy  and  nnscrnpnloitsueas, 
that  had  distingiilitlied  liim  in  the  one  he  had  previouety 
followed.  ]If  wah  no  duuglilkcc,  but  a  demagogue  car\'ed 
out  of  material  eiich  lliat  if  he  had  been  posKraed  of 
moral  etauiina  and  tbe  requisite  education,  be  might,  lo 
turbulent  limes,  have  beoume  a  great  uian.  lie  vra&  a 
character  in  bis  way,  and  eucb  a  vbnracter  the  slavueraey 
could  not  aee  In  tlio  Wlitio  House,  if  be  came  from  the 
fi-cc  state*.  Only  so  longae  tbe  ehivocracy  lured  tbe  "lit- 
tle giant"  on  with  the  presidency  could  it  abeolntcly 
coimt  on  bini.  but  the  moment  it  hiid  paid  him  tbe  prlc« 
of  bis  services,  it  would  no  longer  have  boon  snro  of  him, 
for  be  would  liave  recognised  the  obligations  of  gratitude 
Bfi  little  as  the  slarocnicy  recognized  them  towanln  him. 
It  is  more  probable  tjiat  Im  would  have  remained  tme  to 
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vocracy*  but  n'lien  it  suited  liim  he  woiilit  lmv« 
made  hie  own  conditions  and,  as  n  cri^iii  vn»  np|>iii'(>ntly 
inerltnble,  contin^ncies  wore  imnginnble  whicli  mi^lit 
drive  him  to  a.  format  bi-cnch  with  hit)  pntrons.  But  n-hy 
ehvuM  Uie  ^oiith,  even  il'  it  cuiieidcrvd  this  loet  impossible, 
liiuard  the  nt:ccB6ity  of  being  obliged  to  enter  into  a  covc- 
naut  with  a  jirceiduiit  mndc  by  iteelf,  when  it  could  find 
otUcTS,  in  any  number,  to  whom  the  nieh  thought  would 
never  occur  to  have  a  will  ol'  their  own  to  say  nothing  of 
doing  their  own  will?  The  lorde  of  the  south  with  the 
Iiihorn  in^tiuct  of  rulers  were  [wliticians  too  deliberate 
aud  too  skillful  to  becume  guilty  of  such  folly.  Tliey  liiid 
resolved  tacitly  but  immovably  tluit,  so  long  as  it  de- 
pended on  them,  Douglas  should  nerer  reach  the  goal  of 
his  ambition.  If  Douglas's  own  vision,  ao  clear  in  other 
tlung»,  had  not  been  blinded  by  hie  ardent  craving  fur  the 
high  office,  he  would  hare  seen  this  himself  03  his  bitter- 
eet  polibiciU  enumiefl  lutd  recognized  tt,  and  told  it  to  him 
to  hit)  face.' 

The  considerations  which  made  the  nomination  of  Pierce 
and  Douglas  so  impossible  favored  the  iiouiiuntion  of  the 
third  chief  caudidate.  James  Buchanan,  aa  a  private  in- 
dividual, was  acknowledged,  on  all  hands,  to  be  a  man  of 
honor,  poEsee&ed  of  winning  ways,  an  adulated  society- 
man  who  had  for  many  ye»n  enjoyed  the  reputnlion  of 
being  one  of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen  of  tlie 
Union,  although,  spite  of  higi  long  political  Hte,  he  could 
not  claim  to  bo  the  father  of  a   single    fertile  legislative 

iWiltcB  liHtl  Mid  to  liim  au  tbe  I4(h  of  April:    "I  T«Diur«  losay 

UiKLlbe  hnaornlile  M«nati>r  frum  IllinoU  will  ytt  Fxikeileocc  that  mjim 

>or  iaeritltiide  wbicli  oldar  BiniPtiLiien  li&re  exper)pDc«d     The  meo 

1  Car  irho  he  Ughia  caiiiioL«ir<.ird  tn  t>«  Konorous.   AacmlDenlpolliiciaD 

'  ones  wUd  tlial   '  iwlilical  gratltmla  Is  a  lively  scuso  or  tarvn  tu  CMmc' 

Hb  maT  }'<>i  diMOTvr  iliui  ilto  mtm   Tur  whom  bo  has  lolled  are  gov- 

tmvd  unljr  b;  ■  ■  Uvely  aeoM  of  bivun  to  cvme."    Ib4  p.  'vH. 
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id«tt,  nnd  therefore  wiu,  in  reality,  only  a  r&llier  ftkillfal 
diplumate,  a  j^ood  pnrlinmcntni-y  omtor,  and  a  very  ftorTic«- 
able  ]>arty  iialtticiaD  of  tbc  butter  kind.  Tlie»o  were  qBftli> 
tiKS  wliici)  inu»t  have  mnilv  liiiii  aecin  Ui  inferior  pnlilittiiuis 
■  pereoiiiige  very  well  quHlificcl  Tur  tliu  pimidciicy.  During 
the  contest  uver  the  Kansu-Nebniska  bill,  be  liad  been 
minister  to  the  court  of  Saint  Jiidies,  nnd,  in  bo  far  m 
that  worst  of  affnirs  whs  concerned,  had  not  comprumiecd 
himself  in  tJie  lea^t.  lie  had,  liowever  in  a  letter  &e> 
quently  qnoted,  of  the  21«t  of  August,  1848,  to  ■  certain 
Sanfonl.  ile*;Ii»re(l  in  favor  o(  the  Ic^islnlive  eompcl«nej 
of  rongrefts  in  resp«;ct  to  the  terriloriee,  in  the  moat  lui- 
MmbiguonB  manner.  >  In  (he  north,  t})ts  could  be  tnmed 
to  excellent  adrnntnge  with  those  who  had  not  manifcetcd, 
in  a  sfltisfaciory  degree,  the  capacity  lo  recoutidcr  their 
views  in  relation  to  slavery  and  to  fundamental  couAtitu- 
tional  qnestiona;  sttll,  in  the  eyee  of  the  fiouth,  it  was,  i- 
course,  no  recuininendallon.  But  it  woe  a  long  time  since 
he  had  wrillen  that  letter,  nnd,  iti  liia  e%-enlfol,  pulitical 
life,  he  had  i-cpi-atcdly  «hown  tliat  he  ociuld  cliari;je  liia 
upinioiie,  or  at  least  that  he  wag  not  ein1uirniT^»vd  for 
reasons,  to  act  ns  if  he  lind  chariged  tlicni.  His  necntJar 
talent  consisted  in  his  being  able  lo  adapt  hiniftelf,  with, 
unt  effort,  to  all  the  changes  of  situatloo,  and  of  still 
pnservlnf;  ix-rlrrtly  the  set f-oon acinus  appearance  of  the 
Btatesnion  tinn  as  >leel  end  true  to  his  conTictiou*.  While 
iMugttfi  bnd  the  cotimgc  to  will  immoriUly,  when  lifft  in. 
icrc«t  required  it,  Duohnnan  cunid  always  tind  the  best  of 
rcasoiiH,  not  lo  will  morally,  when  his  IntermU  or  thoM 
■•f  the  pirty,  seemed  to  forbid  it.  So  far  as  the  conslita* 
tional  doctrines  were  concerned,  the  rapid  developiuentof 


■  "  HMving  tirgwl  Ih«  idoplton  nf  tlie  Mlaconri  enmpminti 
Ti^reDce  li  lrr«4t»llbl*,   ihM  i-nagN'm,    in    nir   oiiioUxi, 
powar  to  IcKialftio  uptm  the  aultject  uf  tlkrery  lo  tlm  ii  r . 
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strncrg-'c  between  the  north  nnd  tlic  nonth,  vipweil  from 

Itlie  etaiitlpoiiit    of  the  elavocrai-jr  litul    not  nlwiij!)  t'ltiind 
hira  at  the  height  ot'  the  sittinlioii,  but  when  there  wiw 
question  of  action,  he  hnd  never  fur^aken  the  tilnvocracy, 
and  all  eii^picion  that  he  would  ever  dare  to  di'sert  it  wn^ 
exelnded.     Few    underttuod  io  well    the  an  of  avoiding 
everything  that  eoiihl  vex  or  injure  it,  from  the  higlieet 
moral   and    patriotic   motive*-,  and   of  doing  what  U'lu 
^pleasing  to  it.      The  devotcdiiess  of  the  man  wlio,  under 
Hlhe  cin'nm^'tAnt-eB  then  prevniling,  had  given  Fierce,  im> 
■  mediately  after  his  clcetion^  the  advice,  to  a&sign  llie  first 
place  in  the  programmo  of  his  udministration  to  the  ac- 
quieition  of  Cuba.'  and  who  hud  then  Iiccomc  one  of  tlic 
Haathors  of  die  O^tend  Mniiifc«ti>,  could  be  aa  little  doubted 
IS  the  devoteduufts  of  Franklin  Pierce,  himBoIf.     Spite  of 
thin,  the  great  uiajoritv  of  the  southern  delcgntcs  not  only 
[gave  ihe  prefeR-ni-e  to  the  latter,  but  could  not  atall  warm 
jtowards   Buchanan.     But    they    had  txt  grant  that  there 
[were  n  great  many  reneons  in  t'avur  of  hi«  nomination  and 
[that  nothing  vnHd  etuild  be  ullt-'ged  gainst  it;  and  it  u'ati 
di^tingniahed   polijician   of  the  Eouth  who  convinced 
[them  that  the  roafons  for  hie  nomination  wcro  not  only 
jwciglity  l)«tof  irresistible  forco. 

8.  L.  il.  Barl'jw  of  Xcw  York,  who  wa«,  at  the  time, 

in  Cincinnati  and  worked  actiri^ly  for  Buchanan,  ascribes 

Ito  Slidell  the  mcrtt  of  the  fact  tlmt   BudinnnnV  nnmina* 

[liua  w»5  rarrittt,  and  gives  it   to    be  undrrtnod  tlmt  t)ie 

>ut8iana  pt>litician  who  waaafterwardadeatineiJ  tonoquire 

[b  ghort-livcdcelehrily  in  Enrope.  whs  dctenntnod  soli-Iy  by 

personnl  friendship  and  by  the  estimation  in  n-hieli  he  held 

the  fitnle!>mMnehi|)  of  the  candidate*   Slidell  niay,  indeed, 


i&MhIs  loUpror  lb«  lllb  of  [lecemitwr.  1993,  to  Pier««. 
'  life  of  Jkinoa  tJu«littn».  11.,  pp.  TS,  19, 
>  8m  bia  report,  lb.,  pp  170;  ITd. 
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hare  owed  Buchanan  great  gratitutlc.  but  the  tcaleK 
turned  by  an  argnment  of  a  very  different  kind,  and  tluit 
argntncnt  was  bronght  forward  by  another  man.  Barlov 
ipentions  only  incidentally  that  Virginia  wrs  for  Buchanan 
from  the  lirsi,  and  yet  that  was  of  controlling  importance, 
for  tbe  Virginia  delegation  was  inspired  by  Henry  A. 
Wise,  and,  with  Wife,  that  IBncluuian  wa&  a  Pennfiylvantao, 
was  decisive.  PennBylvmiiK  had  2$  cleotural  votes;  a 
Penneylvanian  liad  never  yet  been  prosident;  Bnehanau 
had,  for  ,T«&rs,  been  the  moatdiBttngniehed  and  most  popu- 
lar politician  of  the  state;  he  hid  reptntcrlly  been  acandi- 
(intc  before,  and  now  again  the  Oemocmtic  «tatc  c<^nvQntioD 
had  made  him  its  etitndard  bearer.  If  the  hopes  and  cz- 
pectntionft  of  the  Dcmocralf  of  tlio  state  vorc  diauppoititcd 
again,  it  wae  vcr^'  doubtfnl  whetlicr  tht  parr.y  cunid  retain 
the  victory  in  the  state.  It  liad  l>ecome  a  ftj>ecie«  of  politi- 
cal axiom  tliat  no  prc»ideiit  could  be  elected  without  tlie 
vote  of  Ptnneylvania.  and  this  might  very  easily  mm  out 
to  be  tme  now.  This  it  was  that  moved  the  aouthern  op- 
poBition  to  yield,  an  J  although  Buclianan's  Domination  was 
unqneettonably  the  work  of  the  north  and  not  of  the  snnth, 
it  became  possible  only  by  the  fact  that  the  south,  M 
by  theTenne&eea  delegation,  gitvenp  its  ro9i6tarii!«.  Slidell 
may  have  done  most  to  organize  Bnchanau'^  following, 
but  thi!  victory  was  decided  hy  Wie«,  inaemueh  as  he  over- 
came the  antipiiUiy  of  the  south,  and  this  he  did  by  tbe 
Bimple  argument:  Without  Pennsylvania,  wo  arc  lostt^ 

>  See  Ih*  N.  T.  Trfhviu  at  the  14th  of  Jolv.  18ns,  wldcb  tt|^llj 
My*:  "Cr>oothii  subject  Mr.  Wise  fliwnkt  wlib  suthoilij."  "In  a 
spewli  wIilcU  li«  dellTer«d  in  Richmond  on  the  13th  r1rJ1u10.be 
colled  BuclKuan'B  adtnlnlMnuion  tb«  MfMt,  muikImI,  wimi  iiMtilaiT 
•adeonserrallTf  inoT«mciii,  vrblch  coald  b*TS  bera  mwld  in  rvfn. 
eoce  10  the  coailiiion  nf  ibtt  couatrr"  aod  tb«a  ha  uldn-  -Sk* 
fP^HMylTAnia)  Kltia*  of  kII  tbv  middle  tad  nonh  t-^-  >  lt<^. 

Onnfurdcmocracr:  *be  alone  of  tbe  nonlierB  »d    .  ..  ildlax 
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!lie  Convention  prttoeeded  to  tJie  nominatiftn  of  a 
I,  it  lind  to  settle  a  question  which  eonlii  not  l>iit 
give  a  elne  to  tbc  K-ltitivc  Btrength  of  the  frienUe  of 
Donglas  nnd  of  Bnchnnnn.  Tbc  lUrde  &&  ^011  as  the 
Giifte  had  8«ut  a  delegation  from  Kvw  Vurk.  lu  the  cijin- 
mittee  ou  credentials,  a  long  and  exvitoil  distiiiSBion  luuk 
place  as  to  which  of  the  dL-!egntio)ie  was  entitled  to  cn»l 
the  vote  of  the  stiite.  Tlic-  majuritv  finnlly  rcflolvtd  llml 
ihe  Softs  who  were  for  Donglas  were  the  "regular" 
representativei  of  the  parly,  but  tlmt  the  llardis,  too.  should 
receive  consideration,  as  ••orgnritti.-t]  bodies,"  and  it  iiro- 
|K)«ed  to  concede  to  the  fonuor,  44  delegates  with  22  «!»$. 
and  the  hitter  26  itelegntcs  with  13  votes.  The  minority 
was  also  in  favor  of  a  coinpromisc,  but  it  clsiined  tliat  the 
Hard*  who  were  for  Bnchaiian  oe  well  as  the  Soft*  were 
regular  repr^aentativea  of  the  party,  nnd  hence,  demanded 
for  each  delegation  35  rcprceentutiree  with  17  votes;  the 
remaining  vote  waa  to  go  alteniatcty  to  the  two  delcgntionis. 
TliG  conTcnlton  by  a  votu  of  1B7  against  117  adopted  the 
motion  of  the  niiimrity. 

This  eetablifthud  the  fact  that  Buchanan  wafi  the  strong- 
Candidate,  but  it  by  no  means  pruved  that  the  tnajority 
ry  for  a  iioiulnation  could  he  obtained  for  liim. 
.On  the  first  ballot,  he  received  135^  vote^^  Pierce  122. 
Potiglas  33  and  Ca««  6.  Pierce  now  gradually  lost,  vihiie 
Dong1a«  gained  until,  at  last,  he  received  124  voiee.  He 
was  certainly,  from  the  ti  ret,  the  roal  "strong  man"  of  the 


lOf  largMit  fertvral  ilrengili  utd  slu  nnutns  Irae  tad  rclluble: 
iabeoQ'«rod  tier  bod,  who  Uod  bcdi  lhric«  Bkcriflc«d  by  son- 
Bemocralie  iiiat«ti.  Wa^  ht  lo  !>«  again  defeated— «be  again  lo  be  re. 
J«c(e4f  Ah!  vn  mi^'hi  m^kIii  Imw  nominttod  wiihuat  HonnvflvHiiiu; 
but coold  w«  liBvn  elnleil  wiihoiil  her  united  voice  of  twenty  elglit 
elMinrai  voies* — nlihoui  tbe  only  cenain  tint  clim  stni«  left  to 
>■  ilemoCTacy  >-'"l  iha  M>uth  In  the  north  t  It  vas  am  safe  lo  r^wt 
'  J'enasylvanta  a  Ibunli  time." 
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op]w>*ition,  but  after  the  eontli  Iind  given  Pieree  up,  il 
only  wnntcd  to  use  Doiiglnn  to  frighten  Bncbnniin's 
adherents  ont  of  the  ii«ltl,  and  (itmUy,  t»  had  happened 
tbor  yours  before,  to  allow  a  "d»rk  horse"  Ut  carry  off 
the  priKC.  Donglas  had  tel^r»p)ied,  on  the  3rd  of  Jane, 
tliHt  Ilia  friends  might  drop  him  at  aiij  inointMit,  and 
Richardson  finally  withdrew  his  name.  On  tlie  6th  of 
June,  Tennessee  jsave  the  fjouth  the  sifjnal  for  M'hecling 
abont,  and  IJnchanan  waa  nominated  on  the  17th  ballot. 
Breckenridge  was  nominated  as  cnndidnte  for  the  vtoe- 
prepidcncy,  in  order,  hy  an  appeal  to  local  patriotism,  to 
nbtuin  the  victory  over  tJie  Kitow  Kothings.  in  doubtAil 
Ken  lucky. 

The  south  had  accommodated  it«e]f  to  aeeepting  the  ntn- 
didale  of  the  imrih,  although  the  centre  of  gravity  nf  the 
Deuioeratic  party  lay,  more  than  ever  before,  io  the  sonlh. 
The  radical  stftvocracy  had  thns,  in  a  certain  scnw, 
received  a  ect-back,  bnt  to  attach  much  importanee  to  it, 
AS  was  done  by  a  part  of  the  northern  press,  vr%a  wholly 
nnwarrantcd,  since  the  rictory  of  the  north  was  entirely 
fruitlcea.  The  northern  candidate  had  been  nominated  on 
the  sonlhem  platform,  and  hs  hastened  to  BRsnre  the 
world  that  hie  individitalily  was  completely  annk  and  had 
disappeared  in  that  platform,'  while  he  left  itaa  ancertain 
as  did  the  platform  it*elf,  what  he  thought  of  the  righta 
of  tlio  territorial  population,  in  respect  to  slavery,  dnring 
the  continuance  of  the  territorial  condition.*     Cut  in  tbA 


< 


( 


■ "  I  bars  been  placed  vpoa  a  pliilVinn  of  vblcb  I  muK  bvi 
■pprtno,  and  tbnt  rjin  iip«.ik  for  m«.  Beini;  Uii>  rA)ir»tnnuiIv«  of  lb* 
gtPM  rtamocrfttic  p»ftj',  AD<I  noi  Biniplj  Junea  Boclinind,  !  mint 
M)uare  mj  roodiKi  lo  ihc  platrnrm  of  ihal  pttiy.asii  iown  no  iww 
plunk  nor  (ak*  on*  rrom  It"  Congr.  Glob«,  In  Saaa.,  Hth  Ooagr, 
Ap(>,  p.  054. 

•8e«  Ills  iHier  of  iirr*piBo«  In  i!io  Wiwliinvlon  Tnton  of  Jaa^^  81^ 
Uaft.    Buiiu  Bnuldr«Miu  bufrt«i!i(i«  BDil  Bclghtmn  la   U'l.Mil.n.l 
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'joU.  in  which,  ten  years  later,  he  endeavored  to  juelifv 
lis  ndmiDJ^tration,  be  conJcmDed  the  repenl  of  tho  M-h- 

txa'i  compromise,  coDtended  tliat  it  Lad  not  been  r«pcaleil 
by  tho  compromise  of  1850,  and  decl&rcd  that  by  the  Utter, 

lie  eoiitli  bud  ustiumcd  tbc  iiti*eii6ivu>  —  three  allcgiitione 
tin  direct  and  bold  Rontriwliriiun  with  thu  duvlaratiuus  of 
tlie  Oincinnati  platform.  This  i»  characturistic  of  the 
miw,  but  it  should  aurpriisti  no  out-.  Jaiacd  Giiohiiiian  n» 
president  did  what  waft  to  be  expected  from  him  alYer  Lis 
eutEre  previous  cai-cer.* 

iMija:  ''Tbl>{lbe  dnclnaail  pUifonn)  Ao«»  no  tnnr«  iLuiulo|ii  ili« 
loirJna  which  n  tbe  v«ry  nxil  of  all  our  Inslilnlione.  uDd  reci)gnii«i 
«  rl|[bt  «f  ft  majority  of  lh«  peopio  of  a  lerritory,  whea  til>out(o«Dl«r 
•  UDiunuB  kinio  (,'.}.  to  decide  Tor  thpin»cliea  nlielber  donieMlIc 
uavcry  iball  or  ibull  not  exiit  amoog  ihem."  Curtis,  Llf*  of  Jtime* 
Bncbaoao,  II.,  p- 174. 

*"  .  .  .  the  MltiouH  cotnpromlie,  biding  in  tli«  tiiiiiim  of  a 
etklsma  cooaf^wi  b«twi^n  bAaflictlog  pAriie«,  wboM  object  aob  io«:ir<i 
oCT great  dnnxcm  frooi  ibo  Unioa,  ought  never  to  have  bem  rrpnlnl 
bf  coDgre&s. 

■*  It  IB  iDipuMlbl*  to  conceive  tiow  it  coald  be  lorened  Uiivt  tb«  com. 
pnxalse  ot  IHCO.  oa  the  qucslioo  of  ftlareiy  In  ibe  territories,  wmiM  b» 
tncoaslMMBt  wttli  tlio  long  prnvious  MtMoiiri  comprouiis»  of  IK-'i)^ 
because  sack  applied  to  dUlhict  aud  separate  porlians  of  our  trrrJlDrial 
domaia 

'•  la  sofllalnlng  the  r«pM]  of  the  Miuf-url  comprowlu,  howovri.  (Ito 

senaion  and  ropteBentatlTes  or  the  ujuiliem  ataiea  liecouie  Uih  a};);re» 

■on  tboiiiwtrea,  and  tlieietiy  placod  Uio  couuiry  In  au  alarroinn  and 

dsiiKerous  coadttioo."    Mr.  Bucbanao's  AdminietTallODon  lh«£ve  of 

^Mie  l{«t>«lllou.  pp.  ift.  27,  2a. 

^B    Now  on  lk«  contrarjr.  It?  said :    "  The  recent  Ipgfalalloa  of  oon|!rew 

^Htaspeeting  domestic  slavery,  derived  as  il  lia»  been  itom  the  ori^ianl 

^"ind   pore  fdnouin  of  Ipgittmate  poIIUcnl   power— lb«  will  of  Iha 

majority— prom Um  cm  lonj  lo  iilUy  the  dang«rouii  nxciinm^nt.    Tkis 

legialatlon  iifouDded  opoa  principles  as  aocleot  as  l>e«  Kovernaienl 

tUalC"    OckaKT'  Olobe.  lu  S«ss.,  »4lfa  CnoKr..  App..  p.  687, 

^Tblf  was  th>iD  Ihc  flrel  (he  Jixi^mpnt  of  ihe  American  people  aad 
vilt  nlwiiys  reraain  the  Juilxmeal  i>r  hi.-<i»ry— a  Judjcnirnl  nblcb  Ciir. 
|tl**s  Ino  porllj'  volumM  have  been  a^  littln  able  lo  tliake.  us  Ilucliiui' 
B^  own  defeuca  of  himself.    CortU's  work,  coouUia,  bcsida  a  Urs« 
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What  tlie  Republican  convention  would  do,  waa  looked 
forwai-U  to  witli  great  snepciiec.     A  ouuveution   of  \ht< 
Know  Xotbings  or  Korth  Ainoricaiit,  «a  tfaej  now  catlvl 
tl)«ins«]rc8,  wlio  Iiuii  Ivd  tlio  Pliitudclpliiaooiivention,  held 
ill  New  York  a  few  dair*  before,  look  ilie  form  of  an  intro- 
duction or  prt'hiJe  to  llie  Kvpublicati  conventioD.     Con- 
BiiltatioRS  were  ctu-ried  uti  zealously  between  tbe  !Nnrtli 
Americsiia   and    the   Repiibllcau*,   and   tbe   New    York 
Tribune  v.a»  able  to  announce  with  g»tis faction,  on  the 
14xh  of  June,  that  no  inaterinl  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  principles  on  which  the  electoral  campaign  «hunhl  be 
csrrictl  on,  prevniled.     Tiiia  was  einphntifiilly  oni6rnied, 
on  the  Ifith  of  Jnne,  by  the  witbdrawal  of  the  eiitirti  New 
Jersey  delegation,  on  account  of  the  too  aggresiire  attitodo 
of  the  convention  on  the  alarery  qiiestiou.     Tiio  secession- 
ists  noiitiuated  the  moet  celebrated  cittxen  of  Now  Jer^eji 
U.  F.  Stockton,  ta  their  preeidential  caiididato — a.  procedora 
which,  considering  their  small  oninber,  had  aotncthing 
fnrcicnl    in    it.     The    ICepiiblicans,    however,    mnst    hare 
grecu?-d  the  »ecc»aion  of  the  conservative*  with  joj,  for  il 
greatly   facilitated    iheir  fuaioD   with    tho    lihvnU    North 
Americans.     Tbe  latter  tnadeadvanres  to  the  Kejmhltcant, 
jn  M)  fiu"  aa  they  did  not  proc«>ed  to  a  furinat  nomiDaCion, 
but  only  took  a  ballot  to  deientiine  their  wishes.     BanhB 
wuE  in  this  manner.  m>  to  6ay,  desi^intt.'d  aa  a  eaodidate 
for  the  presidency,  and  V.   F.  Johnson  of  Pennsylv-i-f- 
for  the  vice -presidency.     Tlie  convention  resolved  to  ■      ■ 
mnnicaic  officially  this  rviiult  to  the  Ropnbljcac  ooovoatioB 
which  met,  on  the  17th  of  June,  in  Philadelphia. 

If  wo  wisli  to  nudeKtand  ami  judge  th«  history  of  tliii 
oouvention  anght,  it  most  bo  steadily  kept  in  view,  that  it 
iru  not  tlifl  representativM  of  a  great  tialional  party  who 

UAOUM  o(  fBllrelr  wwiUas  pAddJof.  tooM  falattta  ta«i«tikt  wbt«k, 
bo«evw.  |uvr««  Ut»  v*r;  uppvsit*  to  »bat  Um  aaUiar  wiabad  Id  pcvvA 
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camfl  together  in  the  old  Quaker  City,  to  proclaiui  aDow, 
in  a  eoiuewliat  ditlVrcnt  ibnn,  ita  long  recognized  and 
e^tabliebed  principles  and  to  choee  an  official  lieuJ,  but 
Uiat  wbat  occupied  ita  thought  was  to  really  etFect  llie  for- 
matioQ  of  a  great  national  party  whlirli  had  been  already 
b^fDD.  The  task  was  not  an  ea^y  one,  and  it  was  by  no 
means  certain  that  it  coald  be  happily  performed.  "We 
bare  already  seen  how,  in  &oine  states,  the  1'nt^ion  of  the 
elements  oat  of  which  tlio  tii!w  party  had  to  be  rormed, 
was  hindered  and  mode  mure  dilUcnlt  by  the  special 
intoresta  of  the  diflerent  groups,  and  particalarly  of  their 
ktulvrd.  These  special  iQtere«t3  still  continned,  and  it  was 
a  qaestioQ,  \rhether  derotioD  to  the  common  cause  would 
threat  euoiigb  to  overcome  the  difiiculties  growing  out 
tikem.  That  men  were  ready  tu  sacrifice  their  own 
party  organization  anil  tlieir  otvn  party  name,  tliey  had 
certainly  deinonstrate<l,  hy  sending  representatii'ea  to  the 
ouuvcntion.  Hut  this  did  not  imply  that  the  people  who, 
tts  Free-Soil  l>einocrat6.  Liberal  Whigs  or  Know  Nothings 
liad  possessed  a  certain  political  position,  would  now  allow 
^t;hi!m6etv(>a  to  be  forced  into  an  inferior  one  without  pro- 
at.  And  yet  this,  in  miiny  inslanci.'S  was  simply  uiiavoid- 
Sl«.  The  larger  the  cinile  to  which  one  Irelongs,  the 
larder  it  is  to  play  an  important  part  in  it,  and,  besides 
[ihcre  bud  tu  be  shades  evou  in  the  new  party  which  could 
L'Siut  pu^sibly  all  have  the  same  influence;  preanniably,  at 
least  ut  firat,  these  ehade«  would  result  more  or  lesa  from 
the  political  antecedents  of  the  ditTerent  groups  which 
'wt-re  Ita  constituent  t-lement6.  If,  from  the  beginning, 
all  had  been  of  one  inind  as  to  the  principal  question,  the 
H  -{terBonal  ambitions  of  the  leaders  of  all  grades  would  have 
Iteen  less  to  be  feared.  Hut  ho  far  as  anything  could  yet 
be  said,  the  only  point  on  which  all  were  agreed  w;ih  that 
the  ovorreaching  of  the  slavocrncy  must  be  opposed,  yet 
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bow  this  was  to  be  done,  and  wbetber  and  to  vbat  extent 
positions  already  lost  sbould  be  won  back,  were  &till  moit; 
or  less  open  questions.  In  addition  to  all  this,  there  was 
tlie  fact,  that  all  were  bj  no  means  willing,  for  the  sake 
of  the  principal  qnestion,  to  surfender  withoat  reserve 
aims  hitherto  pursued  and  with  respect  to  which  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  come  to  an  understanding.  Tiiis 
was  the  rock  on  the  sailing  around  which  depended  the 
fate  of  the  Republican  party  and  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, whetlier  the  irrepressible  conftict  between  the  north 
and  the  south  would  now  come  to  an  end  in  terror  or 
whether  tlie  country  was  ou  the  eve  of  a  new  era  of  .terror 
without  end. 

If  the  establishment  of  the  programme  in  respect  to 
the  principal  question,  was  eftucted  without  any  great 
diflBculty,  it  was  owing  chiefly  to  the  fact,  that  the  last 
monstrous  manifestations  of  the  slavocratic  spirit  and  the 
new  concessions  of  the  Democratic  party  to  the  southern 
radicals  had  forced  even  iijxjn  the  more  cautious  and  the 
more  conservative,  the  conviction  that  half-way  measures 
and  gentleness  were  tlie  most  perverse  of  policies.  Noth- 
ing was  siiid  of  the  retitorfttion  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, and  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  was  not  expressly 
mentioned  in  the  platlbnn.'  It  could  not,  however,  be 
accused  of  vnfriieness  or  ambiguity,  by  the  most  critical 
opponent,  Tlie  party  not  only  declared  against  certain 
definite  nets  of  encroachment  of  the  slavocracy,  but  it 
broke  witli  the  policy  hitherto  followed  in  the  slavery 
question,  without  liowover  wishing  to  liave  recourse  to 
iiggrcssivc,  much  lese  revolutionarj-  measures.  It  claimed 
to  be  thoroughly  conservative,  in  the  sense  that  it  returned 
to  the  original  political  and  legal   basis  of  American  na- 

>  It  is  printed  in  full  in  the  Congr.  Globe,  1st  Sess.,  34th  Coagr..  . 

App.,  p.  1181. 


TUB    inilI,AI>KLI'lll&.    OONVENTIUH. 


359 


[came  together  in  the  old  Quaker  City,  to  prodftiui  anew, 
'ill  a  Eoinevrhat  ditiV-rcnt  form,  its  long  recogtitzetl  and 
'  (utabi idled  priueinlea  and  to  olioee  an  oiBcial  Lem),  but 
that  wlmt  occupied  its  thunght  was  to  reallj  etlect  the  for- 
mation of  a  great  national  party  which  hud  been  nireadj 
begun.  The  taeb  vas  not  an  ea^j'  one,  and  it  was  bjr  no 
uipiins  certain  tliat  it  conld  be  Jiappily  pertbruied.  Wc 
Live  ali-endf  ^een  how,  in  some  states,  the  fiisioti  of  the 
[elements  ont  of  which  the  new  pni-tj'  had  tu  tie  lornied, 
tua  hindered  nnd  made  more  dilficiilt  by  the  gpeuial 
^intt?i\?sl8  of  tlie  difV(M*nt  jfroups,  and  purticnlarly  of  their 
leaders.  These  Bpeciul  intei^ests  etill  continned,  and  it  was 
[a  ^jjueetion,  whether  devotion  to  the  common  cause  would 
[bt;  great  eoongh  to  overcome  the  difiicultiea  gruning  out 
of  them.  That  men  were  ready  to  sacnSce  their  own 
party  organization  uiid  their  own  party  name,  they  had 
certainly  demonstrated,  by  sending  representati^'es  to  the 
convention.     But  this  did  not  imply  tliat  the  people  who, 

I  HA  Free-Soil  Deinocrals,  Liberal  Whigs  or  Know  Nothings 
hiid  jK»>»e«sed  a  certain  iiolitieal  position,  wonld  now  allow 
thcmM.'lve8  to  be  forced  into  an  inferior  one  without  pro- 
test And  yet  this,  in  many  instnneeA  was  simply  nnavoid- 
■ble.  The  hirgcr  the  circle  to  which  one  iKiIongit,  the 
harder  it  is  to  play  an  important  p»irt  in  it,  and,  besides 
there  had  to  be  shades  even  it)  the  new  party  which  could 
not  possibly  all  have  the  same  tiidttence;  presiimablj,  at 
least  at  first,  tJiese  ehades  would  result  more  or  less  from 
the  [)ol)tical  antecedents  of  the  ditTerent  groups  M-hich 
were  its  constituent  elements.  If,  from  tho  beginning, 
all  liad  been  of  one  mind  as  to  tlic  princi]>al  question,  the 
,peJSomd  ambitions  of  the  h:Hder(i  of  all  grades  would  have 
Iwen  t*^s»  to  be  feared.  But  so  far  as  anything  could  yet 
be  said,  the  only  point  on  which  all  were  a^tvtMJ  wan  that 
■the  overreaching  of  the  alavocraey  must  be  opposed,  yet 
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liow  tliie  was  to  be  done,  and  wbeilier  and  to  vbat  ejcteiit 
positioaa  already  loet  aliould  be  woo  back,  were  fcUH  muio 
orlefifiopeu  (|Uvstione.  Jo  addition  to  all  t^iig,  tbcro  wu 
til©  fact,  tbat  all  were  by  no  means  vilHng,  for  tbc  s*Vo 
of  tbo  priiicipnl  qitcstion,  to  surruuder  withoat  rcaciro 
aime  bitherlo  pareiied  and  witb  respect  to  wliich  it  waa>, 
abeoluttily  iiiip<j&siblL-  to  cuiiiu  tu  on  niidtretandiug.  Huit 
wBH  tbv  rock  on  tlic  tHiiling  around  wbich  depended  the 
fate  of  ibu  RcpiiblicHii  pai-ty  and  tlie  decUion  of  the  qne^i 
tion,  wbetlier  tbe  im*pre»eible  conflict  between  tb«  ntirth 
and  tlic  soutJi  would  now  come  to  sn  end  In  temtr  or 
wlietbur  tlio  country  was  on  tbe  eve  of  a  new  era  of  terror 
vitbout  end. 

If  tbe  establish menl  of  tbc  projfraninie  in  njeifcet  to 
Olo  princtjwl  qa&stion,  vn»  effoctcd  vitliont  any  grtml 
diffivalty,  it  whs  owin^  chiefly  tu  tbe  fnrt,  tbnt  tbc  ]att 
monatroDS  manifefltittioni:  of  tbc  glarocrntio  iipirit  mid  tbo 
nev  conocwiun*  of  tbo  Democratic  party  to  the  »outbcru 
radicaU  bad  forced  even  ujion  Ibe  inure  cuutione  and  tbe 
more  coueenaUve,  tbe  conviction  tluit  kalf-wuy  miraanree 
and  gentleiieee  were  the  ino&t  perverse  of  (KiIicieB.  Notb> 
ing  was  said  of  llie  reHtoratioa  of  the  Miaiiouri  cotnpro- 
mise,  and  the  Fngilivc  Slave  Law  was  not  ex|jreMly 
mentioned  in  the  platform.'  It  cuuld  not,  however,  be 
aceased  of  vagueness  or  ambiguity,  by  the  mo*t  critical 
opponent.  Tbe  party  not  only  declared  againat  certain 
definite  acta  of  encroacbinent  of  tbe  slavocracj,  bat  it 
broke  wilb  tl»  policy  bitberto  followed  in  the  slavery 
<)iie»tioii,  without  bowvver  wiebing  to  have  reconrao  to 
flgv;t«iU)iv&,  much  less  revolntionary  mcMnrce.  It  claimed 
to  be  tborftHgbly  eonservatiw,  in  the  (enec  that  it  returc 
to  the  original  poUu'cal  and  legal  haxls   of  Anterie*D 

*  II  ts  |>T)ntm]  In  f&n  is  tbe  Ocagr.  (Uotpc,  Im  Se«^  OiUt  Otap^ 
App.,  p.  II5I. 
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lonalitv,  from  wliich  the  federal  got-eniment  hnd  allowerl 

'itBGlf  to  be  forced  more  and  more,  by  llio  elftv.icrnpy.     In 

iu  QpinioD,  the  principles  of  tlie  Deolttnition  of  Indepeiid- 

cnco  wore  iiicoi-poratcd  in  the  conetitntion,  ami  honco  the 

Utter  had  to  be  reud   iu  the  liglit  of  the   toruier;  tbo 

I {iredon'utioti  of  tLu  ropublicuii  itiHtitutiunt  nf  tlte  couiitrjr 

tuul  this  latter  aa  its  condition  precedent.     The  anDuunce< 

:iuent  that  the  confititutiunt  the  rights  of  the  etJitee  and 

llhe  Union  should  and  must  be  preaerved  followed  only 

4'ter  this  defining  of  the  principles  of  the  purtj.     Hence 

the  pnrtv  declared  its  resolution  cot  to  nllovr  itself  tu  be 

forced  from  these  principlce  by  threats  of  the  disruption 

of  the  Union,  but  to  apply  them  in  the  Union  as  the  only 

abfiolntely  decisive  principles.     The  constitutional   rights 

of  the  slave  states  should  remain  inviolable,  bat  thoy  had 

something  more  to  do  than  to  discover  how  far  their  ood- 

stttationni  rights  went,  and  must  abide  by  the  decisioo  on 

Uiein  givi-ii  in  a  coiiHtitutioiial  waji  wliuthur   it  plcaaud 

^B  tlieiii  or  nut,  and  wlu-tliur  it  was  right  or  noL     Whether 

^gnuly  the  convention  was  thily  aware  that  this  was  implied 

iu  its  words,  or  whether  the  entire  party  would  enter  the 

llata  lu  defence  i>f  this  declaration  of  its  reprt-iientativeo, 

^wh«D  ttiere  waa  ijuestion  of  t'nlfllling  it,  tlie  future  alone 

Hcoold  teU.     The  Quiniuenlary  on  the  feu-  aiinple  words  of 

Hthis  reuduliuu  was  writtijii  in  blood  from  ^ort  Sutiipterlo 

™Appunialtox. 

I         Wc  need  not  enter  more  in  detail   into  tRe  practical 

H^onscqacncos  drawn  from  the  principle  laid  down  in  the 

"first  resolution.     It  inu«t  suffice  to  jrivc  the  chief  ones 

very  hrivfi,v.    The  fourth  rcsolutiou  declared  tlutt,  so  long 

as  the  present  constitation  remained  in  force,  neither  oun- 

BB0,  nur  a  lerrituriol    U^alature  nor  any  one  had  the 

right  (o  granl  a  l^jal  existence  to  slavery  in  any  territory ; 

lud  the  llflli  declared  it  to  be  both  the  right  auU  tho  duty 


of  congress  to  prohibit  tlie  twin  remiiaDts  of  barbarism, 
piilvgainy  and  slaverj  in  all  the  territoriea.  The  platfonn 
enumerated  all  the  constitutional  principles  which  had 
been  trampled  under  foot  in  Kansas,  threatened  all  re< 
spi>nsible  for  the  Kansas  abominations  with  the  pnnish- 
nieiit  they  deserved,  and  finally  demanded  the  admission 
ut'  Kansas  as  a  state  under  the  Topeka  constitution.  In- 
directly connected  with  the  slavery  question,  there 
rt'inainod  only  a  severe  condemnation  of  the  Oetend 
Manifesto.*  There  were  two  other  resolutions;  the  first 
advuoated  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  the  second  gave  expression,  in  a  conditional 
imumer.  to  the  constitutional  right  of  congress  to  noder- 
take  so-o:illod  internal  iiuprovenients.  Hence  the  party 
did  not  n."l"u^e  to  take  a  position  on  other  questions;  but 
altliough  ttu'fo  livst  two  resolutions  were  not  only  of  great 
priiotioal  iuipv.>rtanee.  but  also  of  importance  so  far  as 
principle  wa>  concerned,  they  were,  com^iared  with  the 
r^'^t  v'l'  the  ]'I;t:t',>nn.  so  insigiiiticir.it.  that  we  are  warranted 
ill  *;iy:!:g  :\\:\x  its  exclusive  burthen  was  the  slavtrr  ques- 
tion. 

T:;:#  was  in  harmony  with  the  invitati^.n  to  the  conven- 
(iv-n  w'.;Uli,  :is  :"io  ::-.:r'.;;:ct:o:i  to  li;e  j  latlt-nn  aljo  said, 
was  issuod  :o  all.  w::hoa:  distir.otivn  o(  prtv^^.u;  ^^-arty 
:i:V.!;3;;o:;s.  w'.lo  wisIa-.:  :o  brvik  the  yoke  vf  slavery,  and 
•■.ir.ic  :u  :\  il.t  rt'  was  i\:-.:'.i>:c  agree  :r.t-r.t.  But  K-me  drew 
::■,'::;  ;V.;s  >.  ..t'  >.v:-.Si\^".»,nce  exclv-sivelv.  a  consequence 
ci^^i--.;.:  «'.::,■ '..  o:".-.ors  vi.'.er.t'.v  rt:i:';:e.i,  an-i  ::ie  viiliVrence 
:    ;',  iti'  -,xi  :,■  ":<v\  ■.-.■.t  a  viar^i^.r'.  us  ■.■::e.     T'..c  -.ieriiand  was 
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"the  basis  of  the  jmrtv  organizaliou  ahonid  be  demon  at  rate  J 
inot  oul^  by  tiot  making  my  other  quefttiou  a  compotieut 
(jiai-t  of  the  pai-ly  prugramme,  in  the  full  senM  of  the  word, 
^but  aUo  by  formally  atid  empliatically  rejjudiatiiig  the 
aims  wfiieh  had  conetitiited  the  mrty  progrAinino  of  one 
Lof  the  principal  groiij)*  who  wore  now  to  juiu  with  their 
[eongoners  io  feclin-;  on  the  slavery  qiiestiou,  in  the  forma- 
I  tiou  of  the  Rcpnblican  party. 

A  convention  culled  by  the  Free-Soil  prcea  of  lllinoie  to 
meet  at  DccuUir,  and  latctidod  to  pave  the  way  for,  tliu 
IforiDatiDQ  uf  a  aew  pacty,  h»d  iu  uppo&itiun  to  the  Know 
I  Nothings,  demanded  the  maintenance  of  the  naturalization 
^lawa  unaltered.     The  next  state oonveution  of  lUiuoia  held 
ftt  BlooDiin^oQ,  had,  Id  the  face  of  the  resistance  of  the 
1"u1d  line"  Whigs,  approved   that  demand.     It   was    the 
tdt-'tegates  chosen  by  this  convention  to  the  national  conven- 
tion in  Philiidulphia  who  tir^t,  in  accord  with  tlic  de1oga> 
ttiuii  from  Indiuna,'  dcniaiulcd  the  adoption  of  the  BO-ealled 
Illitidis    resolution    in    llie    phitforin.     They    made    thiti 
demand,    beciiuse    they    riglilly  considered    that,    in    the 
iiorth-we«terD  states,  the  sncccss  of  the  Rcpublieao  party 
dt'irCDded,  in  great  measure,  on  the  Ueriuana,  and  that  the 
Goroiana  could  not  be  won  over  unless  it  eurrondcix-d,  in 
ran  undoubted  manner,  the  nativist  teiideuciea  whicli  many 
of  ita  most  diatiii<;uislied  leaders  with  a  nuuieroua  folluw- 


<  The  oonii ill K ration  wm  tlinl  lllinuU  wu  to  work  •Irouuouely  for  Ibe 
|p|(^[!cin  of  Henry  t^iw  oriodUiiK.iw  prMiileBiordieuoavenitlan.  But 
lllii-  JoIa^im  ftom  [ndlaoa  would  unquHt  Ion  ably  liav«  ilroagty 
I  faTnrt-il  itiU  motion,  under  may  circunittlnnccH.  for  In  thai  stale  U  had 
I ionif  traso  rewo^itizod  tliat  llie  tu|ii>(iil  of  iIiq  tH^iniiuu  uu  imlifpenB. 
I  ftlilc.  Od  Uiie  i)Ubj<>ot.  (^o  tvo  IctUrs  or  (}niiK-!i  to  C'liue  of  July  l<t, 
h^jfi.  niiii  of  Mart'li  'JS,  l&M.  In  Salter'a  Life  »f  Jain.-.i  W.  Grlniw.  pp. 
K4,  7H,  Vj.  Among  lliu  tnosi  inHuentts]  ini>uil>«n  of  the  IIUooIb  dvle- 
l.galloii  w»  O«ort;«  Schneider,  the  «<lil>>r  of  lh«  llliaoi*  StaalutUung, 
[wtio.  lo  tttobononiblv  ixiMlinn  of  a  ilolcgnto  ftl  large,  plajed  a  pan  aa 
1  retM'QMautive  of  Ihe  Oermac  elemeot. 
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itig  Imd  hillicrto  cherished.  The  Frec-SoU  DeinocrmU 
and  the  Seward  WTiig«  agreed  to  the  demand,  not  onl^  from 
reasoos  ofexiiediency,  but  aUo  because  it  wns  in  hnrmany 
■with  their  priuoiples.  TUo  former  Know  Xothingfc,  on  tbc 
other  luiQd,  tliruugh  their  spuke^man,  Thoddeus  Stevuiu  of 
PonDBylvaniii,  opposed  it  with  their  utmost  eoergy.  11]«j 
did  uot  think  of  asking  the  KcpuLilican  party  to  givtj  the 
second  pinco  in  its  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Nativism,  but 
tliej  did  not  vhU  it  to  put  il«elf  in  eJiproaa  op|iasitiuo  tu 
Kuoir-Nothingtem.  SteroDi  did  not  demand  freedom  of 
eonvicliou  ami  of  action  in  tlie  Enow  KotUiDf;  queetioo, 
but  uidv  silence^  leet  the  Know  Xotliiiiga  &houId  l>v  mor- 
tally otfended.  In  Penn^vlvania  he  eaid.  the  '' Araerii»ii '^ 
party  and  tlie  Free-Soil  partv  were  nhnoet  identical,  and 
hence  tlie  good  caase  vould  be  greatly  injured  by  sach  a 
direct  insult  to  tlie  mttirifits,  white  nothing  would  be  for> 
pvi-n;  and  all  the  oppuneota  of  the  pnrsent  admioiitration 
might  he  united,  if  tliut  issue  were  tiimj>1y  ignored. 

The  calculutioQ  was  wrong,  although  it  vraa  bighlv  pruU 
abl*    that    the    reflation    would   iMst    tlio   Repubtiuaa 
presidential  candidate  a   lai^  uiimber  of  Know-Nutbing 
votes.     Thew  votes  were  more  than  com|ien*aled   f^r,  by 
the  German   votes  which   weiv  von    by   it      W'hciher 
Bueluuian  could  be  defeated  in  Penturlvnnta,  if  all  otfcncti 
of  the  Know  2<othiDg«  wm  avoided,  wa«  *o  extrviuvly 
doubtful,  that  this  confildeMtion  waa  eoDst«rb«lati(.v<J  by 
the  other,  that  «ren  the  vote  of  >ew  Ynrk  might  ptt«6ihly 
dr|>en4  ua  the  position   taken  by  the  Gemiane.      If  tho 
couvtfDlioQ  wished  to  faMC  its  decision  oo  considentioDa 
of  th)»  nature,  r^anj  for  the  ocrth-wmt  bad  to  be  deciuvo'l 
with  it.     But  if  it  rightly  mderstuod  ita   laak,  ft  wi 
bonml  to  bcw  ia  mind,    that  victArVt  '^    'be  next  profi- . 
drnlial  etrctiiiD,  abould  oot  be  an  end   in  itwli^  but  ooly' 
■  tneuu  to  au  emL     If  ilie  puty  pl«<dgcd  iu^f  lo  prioei- 
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"ples  Trtncnj^  under  the  pre^-ailinj*  circnmRtancea,  were  tim 
conditktne  precedent  to  its  8(ic<:e6c>t'ul  aseninption  of  tlic 
etrtiggle  against  tlie  elavocmcy,  the  iicial  rictorj  of  its 
caue«  wonM  be  only  postponed  by  a  defeat  in  tlic  preei- 
dentiftl  election;  if  on  the  otiier  hand,  it  allowpil  itsirlf  to 
tie  dvturinined  hy  grounds  of  momentJirv  ^xptHlirncy,  it 
ironld  be  tlimwiiip  away  its  fnture,  even  if  it  now  landed 
its  cniiditbtte  in  tlie  White  l]niis«.  But  to  ignore  tlie 
Knuw-Xothing  ijiiestion  would  have  be«n  a  grave  mistake 
in  matter  of  principle^  for,  in  the  tiri^l  plaee,  u  suecefisfiil 
struggle  against  the  slavoeracy  made  deinarida  on  tlio 
moral  energT  of  the  party  which  it  wonid  never  he  able  to 
meet,  if,  from  the  beginning,  Know-Xotliingiem  were  tliO 
skeleton  in  the  cloeet  of  the  Kepahlican  party;  and  in  the 
eecnnd  place,  .the  tendencies  of  the  Know  Xothinge  vere 
in  conflict  with  tlie  spirit  in  which  the  partv  declared  it 
desirud  to  csrrjr  on  the  slrnrrgte  agninst  the  slavoeraCT, 
becAuee  that  spirit  was  the  true  spirit  of  the  Declaration 
of  Imlcpenilence  and  of  tlie  constihition.  The  Know 
Nothings  were  still  an  importaiit  party,  and  hail  it  presi- 
dential candidate  of  their  own  in  tlie  Held.  Tliis  was  a 
faet  which  shntild  not  and  couh!  not  Ije  ignonnl.  The 
Republiuin  pai-tyV  own  position  could  be  perfectly  detiiiml 
only  wbcn  it  Iiail  taken  a  position  on  the  principles  and 
aim?  of  otlier  parties.  To  be  eilent  on  the  principles  of 
the  Know  24othings  was,  therefore,  nut  really  to  ignore 
these  issues,  but  to  oonfefs  that  it  would  not  or  could  oot 
tak6  any  position  on  thoin.  lint  if  it  refined  to  drnw 
from  the  spirit  which  it  conjured  up  against  the  slavocraey 
the  proper  practical  couMeijuences  against  the  Know 
Nothing!!,  it  was  not  a  party  of  principles;  and  only  a 
party  of  principles  oould  contjuer  in  the  gigantic  struggle 
witi)  the  Klavocracy.  Only  those  nativiats  who  coiihl 
honestly  sacriflce   their  natlviem  could  become  genuine 
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Repohlicans.  Hence,  leaving  the  Germans  entirely  out 
of  con8i<leration,  the  adoption  of  the  Ulinoia  resohitioD 
liad.to  be  insisted  on,  even  at  the  risk  of  Stevens  and  his 
associatps  leaving  the  convention.  They  did  not  do  eo, 
but  withdrew  tlie  motion  for  the  striking  out  of  tlie  second 
sentence  of  tlie  introductory  resolution,'  and  thus  practical 
proof  was  furnished  that  the  time  for  the  formation  of  a 
uationiil  pnrty  of  principles  had  come. 

Tlie  debates  on  these  questions  were  all  the  more  excited, 
liccause  they  were  intimately  connected  with  the  question 
of  candidates.  The  adoption  of  the  Illinois  resolution 
practically  decided  who  should  receive  the  nomination. 

In  the  Itepublican  ranks,  there  was  no  lack  of  men  who 
had,  for  a  long  time,  enjnyed  a  national  repntiition.  If 
one  of  these  were  to  be  made  the  standard  biarer  of  the 
party.  Soward  and  ChAse  had  first  to  be  considered,  for 
iKith,  independently  of  their  position  on  the  slavery  qne^* 
tion  and  of  their  personal  impi)rtance,  were  among  the 
most  distiniruishcd  statosmen  of  the  Union,  and  that  they 
were  the  chief  jn^litical  magnates  of  Xew  York  and  Ohio, 
pive  them  spooial  weiirht.  Both  were,  therefore,  seriously 
spoken  *>f.  ^'wari.i's  friends,  however,  soon  became  con- 
vincrti  tbat  his  time  h:i'.i  not  yet  come.  There  were  deep- 
ri>.itrti  pri'Judioos  in  the  west  again?!  him  for  the  verv 
r\\iSon  ;h;it  he  was  a  Xew  York  politician.*  he  was  very 

■  Ii  n^s.S  ■  ■■  IV'.J^v-nii:  t'.is;  ;h#  sp:ni  of  o'-iT  ::]«:i  tut  ions,  as  well  as 
lliif  ,-»'rs:-.:":^'n  '^f  our  i.v,:-:tj.  cuaras:***  ZtSvrtv  of  conw-iecce  sn-l 
o.iV.V;:;y  of  r:rV.;*  antos^  c;;;;en*.  we  opjyis*  all  ]tcisi*ti<ya  Impairiog 
ilieir  siVi:T;:y  " 

-*;r-.'.v.es  write* or  :he  S:h  ,^f  Ayr:".  :*>>.  -.o  O.ase:  "I  tliink  there 
:s  :.v  ;v.;:.-'.  as;,vr-.;y  .-:"  :Ve'.  -,;  thr.^uiho";  -.he  wOEirr  to  josTifT  ns  id 
;'ao-:^C  M:  S*wAr.'  ;VrwA-:  as  ■.>.#  K^-  ■.t'.vas  cacdida:*.  and.  to  coo- 
:i>*  ■^.e  ;7-,:'>.,  1  n:.v.s:  s»y  ;hs:  1  hire  >.  -tit  -■'  Ne*  York  ro'.iiicians." 
S^.'.:.T.  \  •:>  -f  .'^v-.s  \V  vi-  -■.<>,  :>  «.-  :^  a  so  hia  >V,*r  of  ihe 
i>;l;  .-;  Mi:\>.  ^-  ;i.t  >*;v.e.    1',.--  p  -ti. 
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unpopular  among  tlie  nativista,  and  above  all  be  liad  been 
looked  upon  for  years  as  the  lender  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
BDti-slavery  party,  and  now  that  the  party  was  still  in 
process  of  fhrination,  to  make  him  its  official  head, 
would  have  been  a  great  cheek  to  propagJtndism  amon^ 
the  more  moderate  elements  of  the  people.  Snch  objee- 
tioiie  coiild  not  be  raised  to  Chasers  candidacy,  and  there 
had  been  a  prospect  for  a  much  longer  time  and  a  much 
greater  prospect  that  the  choice  wonid  fall  on  bim.^ 
He  himself  doubted  it  with  good  reason.'  The  AVhigs, 
however,  could  not  forget  that  he  had  been  originally  a 
Democrat,  and  spite  of  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held, 
he  was  never  "h  really  popular  man.  lie  was  not  able  to 
awaken  the  enthusiasm  of  the  masses,  for  neither  bis  mode 
of  thought  or  of  action  nor  his  history  could  stir  their 
feelings  or  their  fancy.  But  in  this  struggle,  the  excite- 
ment of  the  feelings  and  tlie  fancy  was  of  great  import- 
ance, and  as  human  nature  is  constituted,  the  magic  which 
a  man's  personality  may  awaken  is  often  necessary  to 
rouse  enthusiasm  for  ideas.  Hence  Chase,  too,  was  finally 
dropped,  not  so  much  because  many  were  opposed  to  him, 
as  because  few  were  for  him. 

John  McLean  was  a  man  of  seventy-one  years  of  age. 

'  Chnrlea  A.  Dana  writes  on  the  14tli  of  July,  to  Pike:  "He 
(Greeley)  aa.ys  Cliase  will  be  beaten  if  he  ia  nominated.  It  seems  to 
me  he  is  mistaken  However,  we'll  aee.  I  take  it  C'liase  ia  now 
pretty  aure  of  the  nomination."  Pike,  Firal  Blows  of  the  Civil  War, 
p.  297. 

*0n  the  90th  of  June.  1855,  he  writes  to  Pike:  "  When  you  inti- 
maled  in  our  conversations  at  New  York  that  I  might  possibly  be  the 
anti-Nebraska  candidate  for  president  in  1856,  it  seemed  to  me  nexi 
to  impossible  It  still  seems  to  me  impossible;  but  since  then  the 
evidences  have  convinced  me  that  there  is  a  strong  sentiinent  that 
way  in  the  west,  and  a  respectable  backing  of  it  in  the  east.  It  Is  not 
likely  that  anything  will  come  out  of  it,  and  I  certainly  shall  give 
myself  do  aneasiness  on  account  of  It"    lb.,  p.  396. 
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The  beginning  of  lii'e  jmliticnl  career  dutol  \>»ck  to  tlia 
outlireak  of  the  seo^nd  war  with  KngUnd,  ninl  cIommI  with 
the  luIiniDUtrattuii  of  the  yonnger  Ailume.  To  the  preeent 
feneration  it  was  all  the  more  a  hit  of  tlenri  hUtory.  oa  he 
had  never  pl«ye<l  a  \-ery  protniDeot  role  in  jjarly  poUtice, 
■Itliougfa  be  had  been  a  member  of  the  eahtnet  for  tiijiny 
jenra.  The  ofiice  of  po»t-Tnnater  ^neral  which  he  had 
tilled  under  Mflnri:>e  and  John  Adams,  did  not  oonipcl  him 
to  do  so,  and  the  seeretaryfihip  of  war  and  of  the  na\'j, 
which  JackeoD  tendered  him,  he  bad  declined.  Tlic  ap- 
poinlmeat  as  Judge  of  the  Sopreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  suited  tlie  trained  juri&t  who  had  already  been  a 
memWr  of  the  Snpreme  Court  of  Ohio  for  six  jtorB,  hot- 
ter. Tlie  aged  man  still  discharged  the  dutiea  of  Ihe 
rc!([M>nsi hlu  and  difficnlt  office  whicli  he  bad  filled  slnott 
1829,  with  entire  intellectual  frcshnesa.  Hence  hta  name'' 
was  we!l  known  to  the  people,  but  the  people  connected  no 
dvtlnite  polilirjil  idi-a  witli  it,  for  lie  had  withdrawn  from 
political  life  for  nearly  a  generation.  And  the  rudder 
was  to  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  this  gray-baired  man, 
now  that  the  political  sea  began  to  roll  np  wares  moontain 
hi};b,  and  that  the  waters  fron  all  qnarters  ruBfaed 
toj^^thor  in  wild  ^die«.  If  the  '^old  fogies"  of  all  par- 
ties had  chosen  such  a  leader,  if  not  at  any  cost,  at  least 
at  grettt  and  evn  at  too  itreat  a  cost,  the  choice  might 
have  been  understood.  But  what  wa<  the  partjr  of  strug- 
gle, like  militant  party,  to  do  with  snch  a  chief  I 

If  it  had  tieen  recognised,  that  the  wrath  of  the  storm 
Would  be  let  ontirelr  loose  by  the  fact  that  It  was  darvd  to 
defy  it,  snob  a  propo«it)oo  woold  acarcely  bare  been  mule 
the  party.  There  was,  indeed,  a  snspicion  tKal  this  might 
be  the  eonsequenoe  of  the  bold  Tentnrev  *"*!  ^  i'  donbt. , 
less  the  surprising  choice  la  to  soma  extent  to  be  nfwreA. 
The  candidate  wma  to  lerra  a«  a  drag-chain  to  tbo  partj. 
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Wlio  could  dnulit  tliat  the  ctinstitiitional  riglits  of  tlie 
«Uve  states  woiiKI  remain  inviolnto,  when  the  mrt^'  wished 
tn  make  a  miin  president  who  Imd  grown  gruj  a&  a  judge 
t>f  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  Cnited  Statee?  A  Alronger 
giurantjr  caald  certaiuir  uot  be  given,  that  the  more 
Hiixious  and  more  conHervatife  oppuneuts  of  elareij,  vrho 
had  to  be  won  over,  would  hnvo  notliio^  to  fenr  from  a 
Ilepnblican  victorr;  and  etill  that  j^tiKrantj^raeabtsolutoly 
woftblcse,  nolcfiG  McLean  declared  Uie  plfLtt'orm  a  ooQfiti- 
tiitional  abomination  and  etill  was  elected  by  the  Kepub- 
lieana.  The  shtTocratw  naw  in  the  platform  the  prix'lama- 
tion  of  a  lifoand^dcatlt  etriiggic,  and  it  mnst  hnve  been 
utterly  inditTerent  to  it  wheclier  the  mortal  wonitdit  dealt 
it  were  dealt  by  a  snowy-lmired  judge  with  judicial  cool- 
neas  and  objeetivity,  or  by  some  one  else  and  the  stroke 
WB8  accompanied  by  other  than  judicial  iRtiguaj^e.  But 
what  could  have  been  expected  of  a  party  whoso  tirst  care, 
nt  tlie  bepriimingof  aueh  aetrtiggle,  wafi  to  convince  friende 
and  foes,  that  its  weapons  were  by  no  means  as  i^harp  and 
daogerons  us  they  euppoaedl  Among  the  Inkewftrm  and 
the  halt-reaolute,  iudecd.  recruiting  of  the  party  might 
Lave  somewhat  greater  nuocese  on  this  account,  but  it£ 
future  depimded  upon  those  who  were  to  penetrated  both 
with  the  umnd  and  constitutional  justification  and  the 
political  correctness  and  necessity  of  their  i»rogrftmme, 
that  no  piisAibte  coniM-Tjiieiices  could  deter  theui  from 
carrying  it  out.  Although  the  entire  party  were  in  holy 
earnest  In  the  aseurance  that  they  did  uot  wUli  to  lay  a 
finger  on  the  MUBtitutional  Hghu  uf  the  south,  tliey  hail 
to  choose  a  leader  who  entered  on  their  plan  with  a  l>elli- 
FD«e  Bpirtl^  fur  they  had  to  do  with  a  political  problem  on 
the  eolution  of  which  the  national  cxtetcnce  depenrled, 
uad  not  with  the  decision  of  a  cItU  law  suit  in  aeoordance 
witli  delinite  legal  proviiiioQa. 

24 
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"Wlictlior  McLean,  if  lie  bad  been  iiomiiiatL-dand  fltt'U-.). 
would  have  conceived  hie  task  in  ihiii  Imtt  eenae  or  would 
have  proved  a  stale&itiHti  equal  to  the  situation,  is  a  qacf- 
tJoii  to  which  not  only  no  answer  can  he  liiund  but  which 
ie  entirolv  irrelevant,  so  far  as  the  imderiitaadiQg  of  Uie 
state  of  affairs  and  tho  correct  approciation  of  the  poflition 
of  tlie  two  parties  in  tho  Philadelphia  convention,  are  con- 
cerned. His  friend*  were  determined  to  tnalce  Ltui  u 
candidate  bj  motives  which  show  that  they  had  lotallv 
mistaken  tho  nature  of  the  struggle  to  carry  on  which  tlitr 
partj  had  licen  funned.  His  opponents  felt  this  more  or 
less  c!e:irlr,  buL  even  they  did  not  accoant  to  ilicniMlves 
fnlly  for  it,  for  they  did  not  dream  how  the  work  theyha<l 
b^an  would  end.  Tliey  gave  their  own  candidate  the 
preference,  chiefly  because  they  heliei-ed  that  he,  if  it  W- 
caniu  necessary,  would  act  more  re«olutely  and  energetic- 
ally, but  to  the  extent  that  tliey  not  only  preferred  him 
but  opposed  McLean,  they  were  determined  by  another 
reason.  His  cundidncy  was  advocated  mainly  by  thoM; 
who  had  eo  violently  opposed  the  Illinois  resolution,  and 
lienco,  even  those  friends  of  the  resolution  who  at  first 
were  by  no  means  disinclined  to  hU  Domiimrion,  Mieveit 
that  it  would  have  to  be  looked  at  as  a  triumph  of  nativifit 
tendonciea  which  they  should  not  countenance.  He  would, 
indeed,  have  been  defeated  under  any  circumstances,  but 
the  adoption  uf  the  introductory  resolution  in  the  form 
proposed  by  the  couiralttee  did  not  allow  it  to  come  to  a 
real  struggle  between  him  and  his  HvaL  On  the  Unit  bal- 
lot Ji)hn  C.  Fremont  received  359  votes,  against  Ittt  for 
McLean,  2  for  Snmncr,  1   for  Seward   nnd  1    for  Banks, 

Among  the  living  statesmen  of  the  Union,  there  were 
BcarCL-ly  a  dozen  with  whose  nam<!  the  iiiu»Ae&  of  tbo 
American  people — at  least  in  the  free  states  in  which  the 
DdW£|>apcrB  made  their  way  even  into  the  dwellings  uf  the 
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iMMB — vere  so  familiAr  and  (viimected  so  coDcrete  an 
idea,  m  with  tliat  of  John  C.  Fremont,  Bltliotigh  in  thr 
entitni-ration  of  political  magnateft,  he  wonld  ecarcel}'  liavt 
ciiterwi  any  one's  mind.  lie  wus  not  yet  forty-lbnr  years 
old,  Init  tlie  iK^inning  of  his  celebrity,  not  onl?  in  Im 
own  coiinlry  tut  in  the  ediu;ate<i  circles  of  Europe,  dntcd 
back  ti>1843.  Hi?  hold  and  euccessfnl  voyaj^esof  re«e«rch 
ill  the  Itocky  Monntaine  and  beyond  thetii.  insured  him  n 
distinguished  plac«  among  the  contemporary  ttHTeller^  ut' 
rcpntation,  and  were  of  eminent  importniice  io  the  con- 
nection, of  the  east  and  west  of  Kortli  America,  from  tbt- 
point  of  view  of  civil iziition.  Uy  the  role  he  pUyed  on 
the  occasion  of  one  of  those  journeys  in  tlie  flcqnisition  of 
California,  the  laureln  of  the  hero  were  added,  in  the  uyet 
ol'  the  Americsn  people  m  siispeptihle  to  the  charm  of 
hold  dt«dti,  tu  lliu  lame  of  the  diecovcrei-  di>(tin^nii^h(-d  by 
ICnropean  ordere  and  titles.  Tlie  condemnation  of  a 
court  niiirtial  becnn^e  he  had  come  in  conflict  with  his 
railitarj*  superiors,  his  proud  declination  of  the  l«ndc'r 
mode  him  by  tlie  prei»ident  of  re-admission  to  the  Bcrviw, 
and  hiselccttoii  as  a  United  States  eenator  from  Calirornia, 
had  added  to  all  this  eoinelhing  of  thv  halo  of  merit 
rewarded  with  iii;jratitn(le  which  furoee  deserved  rerogni. 
tion  ftpite  of  all  petty  enemies.  And  the  man  whom  all  thii^ 
did  not  interest  In  his  person,  Fremont  had  furnished  with 
a  theme  of  conversation,  inasmnch  as  he  had  secured  the 
h«aucifiil  and  intelligent  daaghter  of  the  aged  benutor 
Benton  a»  a  wife,  bj  an  elopement.  Bnt  whether  his 
vhuracter  and  intellei'tual  endowments  were  siieh  thai  he 
might  develop  into  a  aliiteamaii,  no  one  knew,  for  it  conid 
not  be  inferred  from  the  California  episode  in  lii»  cvcntfnl 
life,  how  ho  wonid  demean  himt>elf  as  the  head  of  a  great 
country  at  a  highly  critical  period.  Kpite  of  the  direct 
and  important  part  he  had  had  in  that  noteworthy  ewDt, 
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lie  was  a  Aomo  tioviia  »nti  ml  v,  it)  polltiu,  one  wbo  «ttn  hi 
To  give  the  liret  evidence  uf  ^.tateemanlilce  cnnacitj. 
on  Utis  very  account,  be  seemed  to  the  great  msjorltj  of 
the  party  lenders  to  be  the  titte^t  candidnte.  The  man 
who  h&d  filrefldy  had  a  chare  in  party  life  coald  not  but  U* 
more  or  1cm  nnncccptnble.  becanse  of  hie  potiticaL  p<ut,  to 
this  or  tb&t  group  of  a  party  in  prooees  of  formation  from 
the  rtuDS  and  die«ercrcd  b)t«  of  all  pofteible  pitrtlc».  and 
c-ould  not  but  bare  a  uuniber  of  compt^iliKrs  wbo  w*riil<l 
feel  hurt  not  only  personally,  but  ae  the  cbicfa  of  tlie 
gronps  led  by  them,  by  the  preference  shown  him.  Btit 
before  the  man  with  uo  political  paj»t,  all  could  readily 
withdraw,  for  be  could  be  considered  their  rival  in  no 
re«pcct  whatever,  since  he  wa»  called  to  the  helm  precisely 
ttecanBO  he  had  a  rinim  on  no  one  and  no  one  oti  bitn  for 
p.i!ilical  recognition.  But  if  the  new  party  were  to  he 
jifiren  a  new  lewler,  no  one  eoutd  be  foand  even  approxi- 
mutely  so  well  fitted  to  act  in  thftt  capacity  *s  John  C. 
Frotnont. 

Fremont  bad  achieved  hie  reputation,  not  by  eloqncnoe 
bat  by  action;  by  bio  deeds  be  bed  deeerred  well  of  his 
Ci>nntrr,  and  they  approxlmitted  cIoM-Iy  cnniif^h  to  the 
Mcbieveinvntfi  of  an  ambitions  ailveniiirer  to  ^urronnd  hia 
whole  life  with  a  romantic  atmosphere  which  conld  nut  but 
hare  a  powerfnl  attraction  for  edncated  aud  nneiliiratnl 
alike.  Here  was  a  min  for  whom  an  enlhiteiasm  oneriti- 
eal  perhaps  bnt  really  genoine.  eonUI  be  awakenol,  which 
wonid  not  only  lead  many  lu  the  ballot-box  who  otherwise 
wooM  luiTS  remained  nn'ay  from  it,  i>r  uveti  roted  for 
opposing  candidale,  but  wbirh  wnnid  help  propogat*  tl 
ideas  and  principlee  represented  by  the  mneh-^raired 
pathfinder  of  the  Koeky  Monniams,  And  althoti^h  the 
hopes  entertained  of  him  might  be  bitterly  dlsappi^-inted, 
they  wor«  not  wanting  in  a  positire  basis  so  ur  aa  auch  a 
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l)a«i8  could  be  fooiitl  in  a  man  who  had  not  yet  tfied  and 
ti'bteJ  hiniMir,  in  wrestling  witli  tlie  problemg  of  political 
life.  la  wrestling  with  tlio  problems  in  wliich  he  had 
tobtvd  htmscIC  he  had  io  a  high  degree  shown  himeelf  of 
jicni-tratitig  insight  and  calm  self  reliance,  qtiick  and  reco- 
lnt4--  to  laku  tlie  iiiiiiitlive,  a  man  of  bold  couraj,'e  and 
teuHcioati  persevemnce.  These  were  all  qualities  which 
were  roqiiiiiilv,  in  an  «iniiient  degree,  for  sacce«tl'iilly 
laboring  at  the  task  which  the  lEeniibliciuis  wished  to  con- 
tide  to  him.  ^Vbethei'  be  wunld  stand  the  test,  in  this 
very  ditferent,  so  inuRli  higher  and  ciitirelj  strange  sphere, 
was,  indeed,  an  open  question.  Still  less  could  an^  one 
gnarantee  that  tlie  other  qualities  would  be  found  in  him 
which  wore  at  least  eqiiail}-  important:  a  comprehensive 
vision  which  could  distiiigniHli  the  eSHontial  from  the  non- 
oeaentiid,  the  abilicy  to  see  the  two  sides  of  a  question, 
]nsti<'.e  to  opponents,  foresigiit  and  discretion,  patient  deal- 
ing and  entire  imeelfi^li  devotion  to  the  great  cause.  It 
was  tliongbt  that  all  these  wonid  be  foniid  in  him,  and  it 
wu  Qfituml  it  was  m)  thought.  The  pcrsou  who  condemns 
the  convention,  hccauHc  snbseqneiit  events  showed  men 
and  circumstance*  in  n  very  ditferenl  light  from  that  in 
which  they  were  seen  at  the  time,  only  prove*  that  he  is 
wanting  in  the  historical  sense;  and  t)io  man  who  in  our  day 
can  claim  that  the  nomiaaiion  of  McLean  or  even  of 
some  oh«cure  mugiiute,  such  as  the  candidate  for  the  vice- 
preaideiicy,  I>«ylon  of  Xew  Jersey,  would  have  been  the 
right  one,  ha»  nut  had  his  eyes  opened  to  the  underatund- 
lug  of  the  '-irrepressible  conflict."  although,  like  E.  & 
Washburne,*   he  may  have  played  an  honorable  part  io 


>  Sw  lit  itip  ClilcaKo  Tmer-Ooatn  of  tlia  litlb  of  Januiuy.  1B84,  u 
>utjclt>uii  MiL-L««n.  Ha  pw«  Ko  Tftrss  liisHy:  "All  cliflnc««  Tor  III  v 
ctcclian  of  a  Hvpublicaii  pn.iti<l«nt  in  WHH,  w«ro  <leliL>enil«ly  lliravin 
HWtjr,  In  Um  face  nf  liglit  and  koowledg*."    Th«  plsc«  referred  to  Id 
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tiglitiiigitoat  Even  to-daj,  no  member  of  the  ooavention 
ii(*il  bliwli  at  tlie  storm  of  applause  wliicli  swept  ilirougli 
llie  ball  wbeu  Fremont's  nomiiiBtion  was  announoed.^ 

People  were  nowsitfticiently  insured  against  the  danger 
of  seeing  tbe  young  blood  of  the  7^p}>iiblicnn  |>arty 
{Misoned  bj  the  intrudaution  into  it  of  Xnow-Kolbing 
lymph,  DO  longer  to  reject  the  outstretched  hand  of  tlie 
libeml  nativistH  who  had  not  yet  given  up  their  ovm  pvty 
organiZBtion.  Littlejohn  of  New  York,  hod  moved  the 
rvfeniuce  of  the  letter  wirh  the  overtures  of  the  Know 
Nothing  convention  of  New  York  to  a  coniriiittee,  but  on 
Giddiiigfi*  motion  it  had  been  laid  on  tbe  table.  Gidding^ 
now,  yielding  to  the  wishes  wf  bis  friends,  moved  the  recuti- 
^tderation  of  that  resolution,  aod  afler  several  npeakera  bad 
fipokea  CD  tbe  question,  the  reference  was  resolved  ou. 

tli«  l«xl  re>)d«:  "lo  th9  Mat*  at  f*4liog  Uien  vxiiiiiog  [a  tbe 
c(iualr>'>  JiiilKf  McLeiui,  or  any  Re[)ut>]lciin  «laie*iiiaii  of  nalioDal 
ivpuuilon,  couJd  liave  easily  b&«nel«cieii.  The  fltiit  ilmo  1  mw  Mf 
l)ii>tou.  uncr  Iho  <I«fo»t  of  ilio  Fromoot  sad  Dnjrlau  iSckct.  t  tuld  him 
what  I  tiflleved  then,  sod  vrbst  I  Iwllere  aow,  tliai  if  ttia  tltJcet  bad 
b««a  revsreed  bo  wouUl  hare  been  eleclMl  prMldeni  of  tb«  United 

'  Judgo  Fininni,  t)ii>  |>rr>vitii)mil  cUnlman  uf  the  Pliiliidp1|>hia  con- 
vealion.itaid  In  a  ftpe^cli  wliiclt  b«  delivered  Id  New  Turk,  on  tLi« 
STiUi  uf  JuQO:  "Tb«  rusb  lliul  wika  miMis  rnrltin  aame  Prrniont  wlinq^j 
hU  nutue  was  Ant  whispered  wua  knexpllMble.  It  U  Mill,  In 
iiiP08ur«,  n  mjalcrj'  tu  mv.  because  I  niQ  oniiblo  lo  futbom  llie  fanaes 
wfatcli  oliould  Indncfl  sucb  men  u  were  In  iliat  cooveutlnn  ta  lako  op, 
Apparently  witliuai  coimideraiiOD,  a  iiiHn  wb»  bu  no  pollttrnl  antoce- 
ilt-nta  wbaiaver— a<  Jolut  C.  Freraonl  majr  b«  »aid  not  to  have  anf* 
Bui  It  was  because  be  had  no  |»liii«a]  aolecMlonU:  biwMuse  ha 
ibe  repr»seDtativei>rY«iin)r  America:  because  be  was  ih*  tfp*  and 
einboilimtMiirireTerjtliitiK  bouciL  manly,  KDlf-sUKtainiag;  becauite  be 
wiiH  individual  In  hie  cbnracter,  reudj  for  any  vinnignaKv,  tfiH»aaU» 
ii'iug  for  tbo  good  ortboBo  wboareeonaocted  wttbhiua  iu  fofiuncwid 
mlnforiuDe.  Il  was  becaiwe  those  thinga  were  tteA  tn  ilif>  minda  oT 
ihe  dflf 7aU!B  lUal  Uiejr  said,  ibia  U  rhn  crUia  In  wbleb  tncb  a  maa  at 
Johu  V.  Fremont  i«  bnttor  calaiiitied  tliaa  aoj  vf  y»ur  ttld  imlitlrlain 
to  lead  us  ou  10  vlciory."    Tbe  N'.  V-  Trihuiu,  June  30,  ItfOfli 
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There  was  no  reason  Bubsequently^  to  regret  this,  for 
although  the  North  Amerioan  convention  was  very 
indignant  because  of  the  cool  reception  it  at  first  met  with, 
it  dropped  Banks  and  m:ide  Fremont  its  candidate  likewise. 
Johnston's  candidacy  for  the  vice-presidency  it  maintained, 
bnt  in  September  it  withdrew  his  name  also.' 

The  Kepublicans  had,  as  already  said,  nominated  Wil- 
liam L.  Dayton  as  their  candidate  for  the  vice-presidency. 
An  informal  ballot  had  preceded  the  nomination,  and  on 
that  ballot  Abraham  Lincoln  of  Illinois  had  received  the 
next  largest  number  of  votes.  When  the  delegation  of 
Pennsylvania  proposed  him,  Judge  Spaulding  of  Ohio, 
asked,  half  in  jest:  '*  Can  Mr.  Lincoln  fightl"  Tlien,  as 
the  New  York  Times  of  June  20,  1856,  relates,  Lincoln's 
friend,  W.  B.  Archer  of  Illinois,  leaped  "at  least  eighteen 
inches  from  the  floor,"  wildly  beat  the  air  with  his  long 
arms  and  cried  out  in  a  stentorian  voice:  "Yes,  sir;  he  is 
a  son  of  Kentucky."  The  answer  of  the  convention  was 
loud  laughter  and  prolonged  applause.  Who  could  have 
dreamt  of  what  immense  world-historic  importance  it 
would  yet  become,  whether  this  eon  of  a  slave  state,  still 
almost  unknown  outside  of  Illinois,  would  fnlfil  the 
words  of  hia  friend  when  the  wrestling  of  the  Republican 
party  with  the  slavocracy  had  led  to  battle. 

'  Bee  his  tetter  of  lealjpiatloii  in  the  K.  Y.  Tribuw  of  Beptember 
10th,  ISSO. 
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CHAPTER  Vllt 


TITE  KANSAS  QUESTION  IH  CrMfORESS. 

CongrcM  hud  been  in  se»i^ion  over  six  motittis,  and  » 
verj  great  deal  liod  been  Mid  about  Kantu,  but  loftviag 
tilt:  seiidiug  of  llie  investigating  conmiitlee  by  the  bonse 
of  rupreMiutatives  thitlier,  out  of  coiiptdcialiou,  it  mii.v  b* 
astd  tliat  uolbing  bad  been  done,  ^ow  thedetenninnttont 
{brmulatlon  and  proclRiiiutiun  of  tbe  eevcral  purlj  p(v> 
grammes  bj  the  sercrat  national  cnnventiona  had  takenj 
jjluuc.  Kveryone  seemed  to  have  waited  fur  tbi^,  fur  uoi 
everjone  bestirred  biniHelf  both  in  tlie  lioiise  of  repreeeata* 
tivfiB  and  in  tbe  senate  to  proceed  from  words  to  deeds. 
Ab  to  ^Vbat  be  wiuitcd,  ever^-one  was  in  the  main  clear, 
from  tbe  very  beginning.  Alt  the  ditHcnltioe  grew  out 
of  the  llovr,  and  they  liad  grown  etcadily,  for  all  piu-Iius, 
in  con&cciucncc  of  the  course  of  cveotA  in  the  torniorj<L 
Bnt  all  hud  to  go  ecnuUBl.v  to  work  now,  if  for  nu  otlii 
reason,  Uicauee  it  would  be  of  tbe  biglicst  tui|Nirlitnra  fu" 
tlie  ek-clorul  camjmign  and  iniglit  eaailv  bucimie  dtviAive, 
how  the  solution  of  the  problem  was  tried  bj-  the  diflVrcnl 
parties.  Ai  there  were  three  candidates  in  the  6«Id,  il 
was  verv  iiossible  that  the  popnlar  ?ote  should  result  in  an 
election  by  a  plurality  only,  and  that  the  scales  nilgbt  liu 
turned  by  a  very  small  number  of  voters.  But  this  sinnll 
number  might  perhaps  l>e  sttnicted  or  repelled  by  tbo 
fact,  tlist  n  party  whk  i^oinewhat  more  or  IcM  dit<]>0(U.'d  to 
Wftlnj  iii!viin«e8  ti>  its  njiponent*.  Il  might,  Ihewfon?, 
happen  tlutt  victory  or  dvi'eat  in  the  electoral  baltlo  would 
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depend  less  on  tlio  result  of  the  strugglo  in  coiigroM,  titan 
on  how  it  was  carried  on.  How  far  the  lactJcB  of  p«rtii'!i, 
»t  every  move,  would  be  detenniiied  by  this  consideration, 
cannot,  of  conree,  be  said,  but  thn-l  it  liad  grent  iuiluenL-e, 
there  oinnot  be  tiic  slijibieet  doubt.  If  this  be  not  kept 
steadily  in  view,  a  totally  wrong  opinion  will  be  reachei), 
especially  as  regards  the  game  played  by  the  Demucrau. 
The  lirflt  poiiitive  proposition  was  made,  in  the  Keiiale, 
by  Clayton,  immediately  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Republicim  convention.  He  had  already,  in  tho  earlier 
fiCagee  of  the  parliamentary  struggle,  «bowQ  that  he  litMl 
the  ouai'Hge  to  think  utlicrviso  thau  the  re«t  of  tlic  repre- 
eentntiveo  of  the  &outh,  and  to  go  bia  own  way.  The  bill 
which  he  now  propneed,  had  ita  origin  entirely-  with 
himself,  Utit  Hlthoiigb  he  did  not  act  as  the  aulhorized 
organ  of  a  pJirly,  he  might,  in  a  certain  sense,  be  looked 
upon  a&  the  spokesman  of  the  Fillnioreites.  The  latter 
did  not  now  act  up  any  programme  of  Clie!r  own,  hi  con- 
gre^H,  in  re«])ect  to  the  Kuiisas  ()uefttion,  hut  Claytou'e 
propusitions  were  eonceived  in  their  spirit.  Tho  rutblese 
brutal! ly  with  which  tlic  tooU  of  the  elavocrncy  had 
HCled,  had  revolted  and  torritiwl  them  in  an  eciual  degree. 
Their  moml  indignation  demanded  a  certain  gjilii^fiiction 
for  the  violated  honor  and  insulted  conscience  of  Uie 
nation,  uiid  their  jHilitical  cunvidion  demunded  the  reftto- 
raltOD  of  the  mnch-lieluvtid  pence,  which  thoy  wished  to 
rcaob  by  Mtisfying  the  aouth.  That  the  slarocracy  wa« 
not  to  be  left  everything  which  it  had  appropriated  to 
it«ell',  WHU  to  serve  lucomiien^atiuii  to  the  north,  that  that 
H«me  ftlavocracy  had  again  advanced  a  good  piece  fartlier — 
Kucb  is  what  the  prugraiiimc  of  narrow-minded  eon»erva- 
tiiiin  uniuniited  to,  and  such  was  tlie  fniidamentHl  idea  of 
(JIayiim's  hill.  The  Kansas  code  was  to  lie  [nirilli^d  of  ilfl 
most    nionstrouB  lawe,  bat  on  the  other  bund,  Clayton 
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demanded  of  the  sense  of  equity  and  justice  of  tlie  nvtth, 
tlint  it  eliciuld  leave  all  otlic-r  luws  wliicb,  at  tho  time, 
legalised  and  prtiUlctBd  elavcrj  in  tbe  territorj  in  force, 
until  eiicJi  time  sa  »  new  iind  lioncet  clevtorul  campaign 
sliould  decide  wliicli  pai'L^  Kad  tlie  mnjurilj.' 

Whether  ;t  majority  conld  iiow,  or  indeed  ever  again,  be 
fomid  in  the  house  of  repre^ciitatiTes,  iu  faror  of  such  a 
triule,  uflvr  the  faehioii  of  the  uld  cotn^iromisoB,  was  to  say 
the  leaat,  very  queBtiuniible.  But  it'  it  wure  uotaccL>pt«d. 
tliu  only  refiult  of  Claytou's  ineduttiug  pro]i08itioQ  vould 
be,  that  a  sharp  wtiipon  would  liavo  been  ptx^scd  into  the 
blinds  of  tlie  enemy.  Uis  motion  was  tho  complete  aur- 
render  of  tlio  principle  which  tho  Douglas  Ix-inoerate  and 
the  eouthet-n  radicale  had  agreed  iu  calling  the  basis  of  the 
KiinEAe-Ncbcafka  bill,  If  the  laws  referred  to  were  to  be 
repealed,  because,  in  consc4|iiGnoo  of  the  doinj^  at  the 
elcctiunts  the  legality  of  tho  ternlorltil  legishiture  wtu  to 
be  denied,  it  followed  tlint  cvt^rytbing  it  hnd  dune  was 
ipwyaciv  null  and  void,  Hut  it'  coiign.-s«  were,  with  Clnr* 
ton,  to  assign  their  enoriiiily  as  the  reason  for  the  repeal 
of  thfisw  luwB,  it  would  thereby,  renounce  the  principle  of 
iion-iuiervention.  And  If  congress  could  abro^^ate  terri- 
lorial  laws  for  this  reason,  it  ini<;bt  abro<ratQ  them  for  any 
other  reason  which  eeenied  eudicient  to  it;  and  not  only 
with  respect  to  slavery,  but  with  respect  to  overj*  other 
matter,  the  place  of  popular  sovereignty  would  then  be 
taken  by  the  principle  that  the  legal  force  of  territorial 
laws  wonid  depend  on  the  tacit  eauution  of  congress,  as  a 
couditiui). 

It  no  longer  required  any  great  penetration  to  recognize 
liow  jioora  service  the  creatures  of  the  Bonier  RuBiuns 
liad  rendered  to  the  cause  of  the  alavocraoy,  when,  id  the 
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fltTDgnnce  of  vjctorj,  they  thought  they  might  cast  the 
insane  pravocation  uf  tlittse  sviuitlalutis  laws  into  the  fiicu 
of  the  people.  CcniUI  the  iJcmDRi-ats  dure  to  delViiil  tliat 
borriljle  aborciuD  of  Aiiimttcr  sovereignty?  But  how  was 
the  offensive  stuinbling-lilock  to  bo  rumoved  out  of  the 
way,  without  hi  griniliiig  thu  principle  uf  uun^interveutiuii 
to  powilfi-ij  Suiue  of  tlie  repniGciitativee  of  the  south, 
seemed  to  be  Btill  of  the  opioiuo  iimi  the  dilemma  cuuld 
bo  eeoaped  by  aetiiig  as  if  it  did  not  exist.  Geyer  of  Sli6- 
fiouri,  on  the  ^4th  of  June,  intruduccd  a  bill  into  the 
senate  which  entirely  ignored  this  quc&tioa.  It  reserved 
it  to  ooiigrCM  to  ducidu  when  and  Low  Kansas  fihoiild  bu 
adnnitttid  iato  tlie  Utiion  aa  a  state,  but  praviihrtJ  for  the 
election  of  a  now  Icgistnturc  after  the  diri&ion  of  the  ter> 
rttory  into  election  districts,  on  the  baais  of  a  new  census, 
had  been  changed  «o  aa  to  corre»^K>»d  with  »ctiial  eircuin- 
stances.  Geyvr,  therefore,  believed  that  he  shuiilJ  take 
the  revolted  public  opinion  of  the  north  so  far  into  con- 
sidemtiuii  aa  to  nialce  ulTers  to  it,  which  it  should  loolc 
npon  a«  a  guarnnly  that  the  era  of  overt  violence  in  Kansas 
had  com«  to  au  end.  Bat  if  the  public  opinion  of  the 
uortb  was  really  so  excited  that  ench  a  conceBeion  had 
become  a  necessity,  it  was  self-evident  that  it  could  not  be 
aatisticd  with  this.  The  moment  all  cotieeseioii  was  not 
lefnsed  on  principle,  those  bloody  and  terrible  laws  would 
have  to  bu  imrritieed.  lint  the  adiiii^.-'itin  that  the  prin- 
ciple hitherto  fuiight  fur,  wfia  to  be  attacked  even  in  the 
least  dL-gn«,  was  the  culidctniintion  of  nil  that  had  hitlierto 
been  done;  not  a  xiiigle  po!«iii<iti  eoiiUl  any  longer  be  held, 
unless  the  faetu  were  ruundlv  lied  out  of  existence.  Even 
the  eoutheni  Dernoersls  became  more  and  more  firmly  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  nieh  and  foolish  to  enter  on  the 
electoral  eampaign  with  ilicbe  laws  as  ilu  ini|R-diMient  to 
Uieir  movcineuts.     They  hud,  thcreiore,  to  be  gotteu  rid 
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of  in  Biiuh  a  mniiner  that  the  great  crowd  roiglit  Iw  nmde 
to  lielieve  that  the  principle  of  aono'DtcrvaDttoii  )iu) 
retimiiied  entirclj  intAct.  .This  ^'ob  ccrt»inly  no  easy  tiuk, 
but  the  magician  who  had  eo  well  elaborated  the  fonimta 
of  the  Kitiii'Jit^-Nt-lim&ks  bill  might  be  triutcd  with  yvt- 
rorming  that  piecu  of  Ir^rdcinaiti  liliciviee. 

On  the  2r)th  of  iTtiiic,  Toombs  introdocod  in  the  M!unte 
a,  new  bill,  which,  ou  Wellc-r'ft  inolioa,  was  referred  Vj  Lite 
Itfrriluriiil  coiiimittoc,  together  nith  all  the  earlier  biUa 
iind  proposed  ameudineiite.  In  the  name  of  that  eom* 
miltee,  Douglas,  on  the  30th  of  June,  laid  the  Tooinbe* 
bill  ill  aiiK'iidt'd  forui,  before  the  senate,  in  heu  of  hie 
origiiinl  bill.  The  latter  was  a  piece  of  work  which  tKirc 
as  strong  testimony  to  the  genius  of  Donging,  so  far  as  ita 
fertililv  in  trivkcrj  and  artiticc  was  concerned,  as  the  Kan- 
Gaii-!Nebraeka  bill  itself. 

On  the  17tti  of  Hnrch,  the  same  oommittco  had  pro- 
posed to  allow  Kaneae  to  adopt  a  fitato  constitution,  when 
i\  had  |Ki]>iilat)on  (94,000)  largi.;  ciiongh  to  entitle  it  to  tlie 
election  of  a  representBtivc.  The  coinuiittec  tiow  moved 
the  taking  of  a  ocubiib,  to  be  followed  iaimt*<Hntely  \iy 
elections  to  a  constitutional  cuiivcution,  the  drultiug'  of  a 
atate  cunalitntion  and  admission  iulo  tlie  CTnlon.  Why 
was  there  now  »o  much  ha£t«,  whereas  fifteen  wueka  bufore, 
the  Knneag  troubles  afforded  no  occaeiou  to  take  time  liy 
Uie  forelock,  and  to  liasteu,  in  the  loH^t,  the  traii&fortnaCion 
of  the  territory  into  a  state?  "Were  people  now  couvjuccd 
that,  wherever  tlie  i*]nvocniey  and  the  free  north  could 
corne  into  competition  with  one  another  for  a  lorrjlory, 
non-intervention  and  popniar  sovereignty  were  only  otlier 
names  fur  le(;ali£e<]  anarchy  on  priuci]tlet  Oou-'hu  liad 
iQoat  entphaticatly  denied  that  hia  ]>rinciple  ftbonld  be  held 

>  li  will  lipr^nnfir  lie  B«vn  wUjr  T  Eajr  here  aaiy  the  drafting  aiid  not 
olao  UiD  ulojitifTD  at  a  aifttc  coiutiluiioiii. 


T00VB8*  BILL. 


3S1 


re6}Minsible  for  tlie  evenU  in  KnnKus,  uiul  had  ciut  all  the 
Itlaint!  on  the  fanatics  of  tlie  nortli  wlio,  hy  rnl«ifv'iii^  tbe 
priiiciplu,  had  forced  the  honest  MissouriHiis,  in  righteous 
Gell'-dofeiice,  to  get  (>ccafiioiiaUj-  oat  of  tlie  traws.  Even 
if  this  H-crc  true,  still  the  reenlta  of  the  experiment  wonld 
have  pue^-d  on  the  principle,  tbe  judgment:  n-cigh&d  in 
the  balance  and  fonnd  wanting;,  for  laws  fihoiihl  be  made 
for  real  men  with  tlicir  paseiona  and  cunrtctiona,  and 
phunld  not  be  based  on  tht;  absurd  a66utiiptioii,  tliat  men 
will  n-gutatc  their  finding,  thought  and  action  in  accord- 
ance with  "  pririoiplca"  to  the  Hieing  of  the  legislator  and 
which  he  considers  it  well  to  invent.  But  these  were 
truths  which  Douglas  could  not  uudcrMtand,  at  least  in 
whnt  coneems  this  ([uetition,  and  wincli  be  would  never 
have  recognized  as  truths  if  lie  liad  understood  them.  If 
the  rcaoon  for  the  surprising  change  of  front  of  the  ter- 
ritorial committee  was  not  a  justcr  apprwiation  of  the 
principle  of  the  Kansas- Nubraska  bill,  this  euddca  wheel- 
ing around  to  tiic  position  hitherto  taken  by  the  onen  j, 
can  be  explained  only  by  the  fear  that  nltiu^utc  dclcut, 
ppitc  of  all  BUCCC68  hitherto,  was  to  be  antici)Hiti-d,  nnluss 
a  decininn  was  now  brought  about.  Of  course  litis  wa^ 
not  admitt4-d,  but  the  provisions  of  the  bill  made  the 
siiKpicion  that  this  was  the  uoutrulliog  motive,  aluioet  a 
cerlnintjf. 

The  eoinrnissionera  to  prepare  the  i-oting  lists  wore  to  be 
appointed  by  tbe  president,  and  all  male  cttizouB  of  the 
United  States,  of  31  year*  of  age  and  upward,  who  were 
Bottled  in  the  territory,  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  who  hod 
lived  for  three  months  before  the  clwtion  in  the  eonnty  in 
wbiuh  they  wished  to  vote,  wore  to  have  the  right  of  suf- 
frage. At  the  very  beginning  of  the  debate  OQ  the  bill, 
Ciiea  Btatc<l  that,  al'tiT  ronsultation  with  other  gentlemen, 
be  felt  autburizcd  to  ^ivu  the  a^uraiice  that  the  commia- 
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i-JuiitTs  would  not  bo  appointed  from  party  conaideratioiift; 
tliej  would  lie  taken  impnrtially  from  the  difl'crcnt  parties 
nnd  be  tlio  b«et  mun  wlio  cotild  be  fiiund.  Ilide  iin- 
iitcdiatelj  n.'plicd  to  lhi»,  that  cverjooc  woold  not  ]uuk 
iijjoi]  us  L'qitit-ilile  and  impartial  wliat  the  prc^idtni  bold 
to  be  Bucb.'  Even  the  bitterest  Deiiiocmt  who  still  pos. 
eessed  the  least  honor,  in  this  question,  could  not  but 
recognize  tbe  justice  uf  this  objection,  when  he  recAlIed 
tliat  Pierce  had  publicly  declared,  on  the  Qth  of  Jniie, 
that  the  Free-Soilers  of  Kansas  had  received  nothing  but 
protection  nnd  blessings  from  tbe  government.*  What 
Pierce  said,  n  lew  dnjg  inter,  that  people  would  be  forced 
to  trust  the  president,  for  tbe  rery  reason  that  be  was 
president,  was  jnst  as  correct  as  TInlo's  assertion.*  If 
Kansas  were  not  admitted  into  the  Uniun,  with  the 
Topeka  constitution — which  was  entirely  out  of  the  quea- 
tioa — tlie  co-operation  of  tbe  president  conld  not  be  dis- 
[iciiscd  with  no  nrnftcr  huw  the  Kansas  probh-tn  waa 
handled.  But  the  liistury  of  that  problem  so  far  inade  it 
simply  impossible  for  the  oppoaition  to  believe  that  the 
president  would  riKe  above  tlte  party  standpoint,  and  play 
an  honest  game.  Cass's  promise  was  worthlens  in  tlio 
eyes  of  the  opposition,  and  they  did  not  with  Fierce,  aee 
in  the  fact  that  the  prceidont  was  authorized  to  employ 
tlte  armed  power  of  tbe  oonntry,  according  to  the  exieting 
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*Ancir(1ing  to  ihftrc[Mtrt  or  lb«  Wuahln^on  l'nt/>rt  of  ib«  lOlh  i 
June,  18*n,  b«M!ct.loliias(l(lr?M  loilic  Buclianaiirotlflraliuii  mrrila^, 
wMcti  tiiiil  marched  lotlie  Wbll«  lloui«:  "Tlierv  will  b)^  no  j?nir 
part,  00  a|ip««l  to  unwArTlijp  pn«>Mniis,  do  Itifliimtnator;  exIU  tut  a 
•wond  reToluiioD,  likti  iliow  wliidi  aro  occaatoiinlly  rrpnrtcd  aa  com 
Ingrrom  m<nt  who  huvs  n!c«iT^  notlilng  at  ihi:  bands  of  iheir  gmrera- 
nirot  but  protcc-tiun  aad  political  bkaniugViiiftdecliLraUoBof  r«alstaiic« 
to  ilie  laws  of  itio  IkdiI." 
*  C^oogr-  Olob«.  lit  Saai,  84Ui  CODgr.,  p.  571. 
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wwsj  to  itiRiirc  the  conacicntions  execution  of  tliie  law,  any 
further  piaranty.  Neither  the  pi*coi<iciit  nor  his  cabinet 
nor  the  Democratic  leaderB  in  congress  adiniUeJ  thai  tUty 
hud  the  least  thing  to  repronch  theinaelves  wilb,  or  tliat 
they  had  made  the  5lightegt  mistake  in  anything.  Hud 
It  uot,  cheivl'ure  to  be  a^siiiiied,  that  in  the  enfurceineiit 
of  this  law,  they  would  go  to  work,  in  the  ftaiuo  spirit 
which  they  bad  hitherto  iiianifestcd?  And  the  closer  tbe 
hill  was  examined,  the  lens  could  this  be  doubted,  although 
it  VTBR  to  1»  expected,  that  from  motives  of  prudence,  tliey 
uroiild  try  to  prcx'ent  such  gross  excesses  ns  the  territorial 
officiats  and  the  Border  RiiftinTifl  had  hitherto  been  guilty 
of. 

It  wonld  not  have  been  jnipnrtial,  but  the  greatest  in- 
jnitiee,  it*  only  tli^se  were  to  hare  the  right  to  vote,  who 
had  been  settled  iu  the  territory,  on  the  4th  of  July.  A 
largo  number  of  Frcc-Soilers  had  left  Kansas,  in  conscv 
quence  of  the  troubles,  and  the  new  persons  who  hud  come 
to  settle  in  the  territory,  had,  for  tome  time,  been  sys- 
tematically drirpn  away  from  the  borders,  and  compelled 
to  turn  back.  Hence,  by  the  establishment  of  the  4tli  of 
July,  as  R  term,  the  slftvocracy  wonld  have  renppd  advan- 
tage from  nil  the  violence  and  wrong  that  hi«l  hitherto 
been  perpetrated.  Weller,  indeed,  thought  tliat  the  fact 
that  new  immigrants  from  the  north  had  not  been  allowed 
to  eome  into  the  territory,  i^huuld  not  l>e  appealed  to,  since 
colonel  Somner  had  driven  out  of  it  the  b^nds  from  Mis- 
Bonri,  South  Carolina  And  Alabama.  To  this,  Wilson  re- 
ified, thai  tlie  colonists  from  the  north  Imd  not  been  driven 
back  by  Sumner  but  by  t\w6t  wtiom  the  colonel  had  ex- 
pelled tlie  territory.'  It  was,  indcctl,  strange  that  the 
MissouTiuns  should  have  the  right  uut    to  allow  eetltcrs 


>  Ooofr.  UIoIk.  let  San.,  SilU  Congr.,  A[>|)eiid.,  p.  774. 
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ftam.  Qia  fV^  «tate«  into  the  territory,  Vcaate  federal 
troops  pai'ifk-c]  it  from  llie  vagmnta  nnd  tritinps  who  so- 
journed in  it,  ontj  to  commit  all  aorta  of  mischief  and  to 
trainpld  the  laws  and  tlie  rights  of  citizei)4  under  foot.' 
Better  argnments  to  refute  the  objections  raised  agniast 
this  provision  of  the  bill  conld  not,  however,  be  fonnd, 
und  Toombs  and  Douglas  vho  were  now  sailing  nnder  the 
}1»g  of  the  strictest  t:i|iiity  and  of  a  big-hcartcd  concilia* 
lory  iiitciiliona,  did  not,  therefore  insist  on  its  adoption 
iinaltiTcd.  Toomhs  immedintcly  gave  the  assurance  that 
he  would  approTC  anj  proposition  which  would  set  aside 
the  term  mentioned,  and  Douglas  himaetC,  on  the  2nd  of 
Jutj.  introduced  an  amendment  wh!eh  pretended  to  do 
nwaj  vitb  it.  An^  one  who  possessed  the  other  (|uuliflea- 
ttone  for  voting,  and  who  produced  proof  thnl  ho  had  left 
the  territory  on  aceonnt  of  the  troubles,  was  to  have  the 
right  10  vote,  if,  dating  from  the  lat  of  October,  ho  had 
returned  with  the  intention  of  iignin  settling  permanently 
in  the  territory.  But  no  security  wlintci-cr  wac  afforded, 
that  tiie  Micsourians  would  be  now  realty  prercnted  from 
placing  liny  difficulties  irt  the  way  of  thuae  who  mtumed. 
Neither  was  the  expulsion  of  Bufunl'i)  band  m  sufficfenb 
guai-anty  that  tlie  words  "law  and  order,"  in  KansaSt 
would  not  henceforth  mean  the  very  revcree  of  what  was 
el^where  understood  by  them.  Bnt  even  leaving  this  en* 
tirely  out  of  consideration,  it  was  Belf-cridunt,  tlmt,  at 
most,  an  evanescent  fraction  of  thow  who  had  been  driven 
out  of  the  territory  or  who  had  fled  from  it,  woald  eeek 
their  fortune,  in  Kansas,  again.  A  tettlenieut  fn  Kansas, 
was  not  as  easily  resolved  uptm  and  began  as  n  removal 
from  the  right  to  the  lef\  side  of  a  street.  Far  as  the 
American  is  frtnn  being  tied  to  the  Bod,  he  does  not  carry 
hie  household  gods  as  a  peddler  does  his  wares  tli rough 

•ltii.p.7». 
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the  conntry,  for  the  reason  that  such  rapid  rolling  allows 
no  mosB  to  gather  on  the  stone  even  in  the  Unitt'U  States, 
There  was  qnestion  here  not  of  advL'iitnrers  or  the  more 
mobile  city  population,  but    chJetly  of  fanners.     Ilenee 
the  Donglaa  amendment  had  no  real   value.     It  Mas  an 
improvement  only  in  the  sense  of  the  slavocnicy,  for  on 
the  one  hand,  it  practically  left  it  the  advantages  it  had 
wrested    to  itself  wholly  unabridged,  and,  on  the  other, 
it   diminished    the    odium    wliicii    weighed     upon    it   in 
coDseqaence  of  the  previous  doings  in  t!ie  territory,  be- 
cause it  would  apparently  practice  greater  equity  in  the 
future.     If,  in  truth,  the  Free-Soil  party  or  the  north,  was 
not  to  be  overreached,   a  much  longer  interval    had  to  be 
granted,  and  care   taken  that,  during  such  interval,  law 
«nd  order  should  actually  prevail  in  tlte  territory,  in  order 
that   the  two    sections  might    now   rally  and    enter  into 
peaceful    competition    for   its    possession,    by  settlement. 
Hale,  therefore,  moved  to  substitute  the  4th  of  July.  1857, 
I'or  the  4th  of  July,  1856,  and  ne.  he  was  not  able  to  carry 
this  motion,  he  expressed  his  willingness   to   be  satisfied 
■witli  a  much  shorter  extension  of  the  term,  but  could  not 
obtain  the  smallest  concession.     The  impartiality  of  the 
majority,  and  the  sudden  awakening  of  the  feeling  of  eq- 
uity in  them,  were,  therefore,  only  idle  dissimulation.   Nom' 
that  the  leaders  of  the  Free-Soil  party  were  lying  in  prison, 
under  a  charge  of  high  treason,   or  else  had  fled;  that  a 
large  number  of  immigrants,  from  the  north,  had  been 
driven  back  from  the  borders,  and  a  great  many  settlers 
had  shaken  the  dust  of  the  territory  from  their  feet;  that 
all  the  organs  of  the  Free-Soil  party  but  one  had  been 
destroyed  and  that,  spite  of  Sumner's  dragoons,  the  mob 
was  to  be  spurred*  on  violently  to  suppress  even  that  one; 

*  The  i^jMffKer  ^floereiffn  which  tUe   adininistrftti»a  Btill  assisted  b; 
its  advertising,  wrote:    "Several  parlies  have  inquired  of  us,  why 
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and  lastly,  now  Ihat  the  reiDs  of  governitieiit  were  slil)  iu 
the  i-eliable  hntKls  ol'  Pierce — even  now  the  last  passage 
Bt  arnis  WAS  to  t»ke  place.  In  other  wonts,  the  Tooinlw- 
t^oiiglas  hill  wishes!  to  bring  aljont  the  decinion  at  the 
moment  that  the  t-lt'ects  of  the  reign  of  terror  lind  renehitd 
their  enlminating  peint,  and  lienoe  its  upponentK  nacnrallj 
claimed  that  it  was  intoniled  ua  the  crowning  of  the  work 
wlione  foundation  had  been  laid  in  ttie  Ivan  sab- Nebrulca 
biU.i 

If  my  doiibt  could  etill  hai-e  beea  entertnined,  that  thit 
ch«>!c  wae  well  founded,  it  would  have  been  removeJ  by 
the  fiibU  tlmt  the  clcetiunB  to  the  constitutional  convetitiom 
which  hitd  been  HxctI  for  the  lirst  Tneedaj  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  were  fiiiiiiljr  to  doeide  the  fate  of 
Kansas.  The  cenAtitiition  did  not  need  to  be  Ruhmitted 
cither  to  the  popnIaticMi  or  to  congress  for  ratificntioti.  It 
might  be  a  series  of  more  monslrusitics;  if  it  were  only 
Republican  in  form,  it  hecamt?  br  itti  a(!u|>rli)Q  hy  the  con- 
vention the  congtilulion  of  Kansas  am)  JCansas  ipso  fario 
Itecjiine  a  state  of  the  Union.  Had  IXiiiglas.  beootne  con- 
vinced tVom  the  code  with  which  the  territorial  legialature 
had  endowed  this  child  of  its  special  care,  that  here  the 
clioeen  representatiV'S  of  the  "  sovopeigii  "  pe«jple  should 
be  unlicsitfttingly  freed  from  all  controlt    The  convention 


til*  1nw{*:>lia.<t  notbreo  put  In  fbree  u  Topeks.  u  well  uat  Lk«-> 
TeDc«,  flgAinstnbiiliiliui  n«iw«|>HpQri  oli«  Top^kn  YWfruiuF)  Top«ks 
ii>  no  Wui^r  Uiaii  Luwrencc;  It  \z  atM  demumliKftJi  but  it  Es  ootnt 
well  known  Bbroul.  [f  both  Topekn  iiml  1,awr«[U!e  Vara  )>lntt«il  mt, 
^nlirMy  ol)lll«riilMl.  it  would  b6th«  best  tha  ihlo;  for  EnitNU  IbM 
could  liupppn.  The  sooner  Uto  people  of  Topi-kit  boudiI  Iticir  deaili. 
kiMll  the  heti«T :  tbey  are  loo  corrupt  and  degraded  to  llrfl.  .  .  It 
is  stlk  to  siipiMMM  Tor  bo  inituit  that  th*r«  cui  b«  peace  in  Kansas  as 
long  IU  one  enein;  of  the  soatb  Utm  upon  tier  anil,  or  our  niogle 
■peeimeaof  an  aboliliooiat  trsads  ia  lb«  snnltglil  of  Khdmi  T«m- 
tory."  lb.,  p.  888. 
•  lb .  p.  778. 
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e,  indv^il,  not  forbidden  to  submit  itc  work  to  u  vntu  ol' 
the  peu|>le,  but  it  vths  Betl'-ovUIttnt  tbiit  it  n*uul<l  not  siili- 
mit  it  to  6Rch  a  voia  withoat  an  express  ooiniimndf  tf  tliu 
p?o-glav«ry  ]<artv  had  a  in«jorily  in  it.  KotwitbstAndin;^ 
the  cxcclli-nt  provii^ions  whicli  the  bill  contained,  in  rotcr- 
oncv  to  tlic  posting  up  of  the  lists  of  voters,  moane  could, 
(»f  coiirec,  still  be  t'onnd  to  bring  the  Mi£«ouriane  into  the 
field  in  the  November  cloctione,  if  it  wcro  con»idcrt'd 
abeoliitulj  nwvtusry  to  do  liu.  The  vote  on  the  coniilitii- 
tioiii  on  the  otlicr  Imnd,  wonid,  in  all  probiibilitjr,  titke 
place  in  the  depth  of  winter,  Kinee  the  convention  was  to 
meet  on  the  fir^t  Monday  in  December;  but  the  eutbu- 
biaeni  ol'  the  BurdKr  RtilGaiiB  wan  no  longer  60  great  that 
tbey  coiild  ha^e  beeu  again  Kumtnoned  for  a  vtater  cam- 

ign. 

Of  what  avail  was  it,  that  the  obnoxious  laws  of  the  ter- 
ritnriol  legislature,  were  ect  aside,  in  view  of  ibatdetenni- 
iiution  of  the  titne  for  Uie  e^cbibition  of  the  lists  of  voters 
and  the  silence  of  the  bill  ou  the  ratification  of  the 
Constitution!  Aa  indicant  public  opinion  had  foree<l 
the  inoet  offensive  laws  to  remain  a  dead  letter  from 
the  first,  the  meaning  of  that  coiioei^Fiion  \xr$  limited 
ainioet  entirely'  to  this,  that  the  habitual  mcndaoilv  of  the 
apostle*  of  the  prtnciplo  of  non* intervention  and  of 
popular  sovereignty  was  made  mueh  more  clearly  evident 
thart  it  bad  beeu  bi^fure.  Tbt*  liiu-fi  to  be  annulled  were 
not,  a£  in  Clayton's  bill,  separately  enumerated;  it  was 
only  staled  generally  that  no  law  sboiild  be  valid  which 
provided  this  thing  or  Ibat  (for  instance  tlm  rcijtiirin;:  of 
teat  oathe).  It  followed,  therofi-rc,  only  by  way  of  inft-r- 
cnoe.  ot  a  probability,  that  enoh  laws  existed,  but,  so  far 
na  the  wi'»i-ding  of  the  bill  afforded  any  information,  it 
tntgbt  fitill  be  rcpn.'Bcnt«d  oa  an  0|icu  question,  whether 
eongrcu  declared  any  definite  lawa  of  tlie  territorial  legis- 
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lature  to  be  null  and  void.  The  veil  which  was  Uiroicn 
i>ver  the  disavowal  of  tho  principle  of  the  Knnsiiii-lfebrMk« 
hill,  therefore,  was  eo  thiu,  that  at  most,  tbc  dim  sight  of 
the  great  crowd  of  Irish  voters,  could  not  pcnctmto  it 
To  wish  to  duny  before  thinking  men,  that  the  majority 
lind.  by  tbo  adoption  of  tbie  propoDitioii,  blotted  out  their 
coiistitutioiiat  rvnsoning  on  the  Kansne  qiiestioa  was 
dimply  fooHbb.  Some  of  tlie  southern  radiciils  coald  not 
be]|>  telltDg  tbc  majority  so  to  their  face,*  and  the  majority 
could  not  wrap  them&olrea  up  in  ailenoe,  becaase  tbey 
were  obliged  to  meet  the  attaeks  from  the  opposite  aide 
with  the  iilIe<£ation  thai  their  formula  set  aside  the  objec- 
tionable law^  as  effectually  aa  if  their  repeal  were 
expressly  provided  for.*  CnMaJotic  knew  how  to  prewrve 
ttie  agreeable  oontcioueness,  that  he  did  not  become  gnil^ 

'Brown  orMiMLMippi:  "Idonot  voderdnod  how  It  i»  ihtt  w« 
«ff  rMOKiilsing  tlie  rl^lit  nf  k  p#oi>le  in  mHnage  tlirir  iluincMi*:  uHnlr* 
in  th^^irnwn  wny,  »n<l  y^l  when  iIip^  do  not  msnug^  tlit-minsiiil  is  we 
intrriioH)  lo  scl  Itiinj^  li^lit.  1  coafess  tlier«  ure  iiruvintuiu  in  Ibr 
l^i;i«)ulioD  oT  Katisu  wbit-h  I  do  nol  approve ;  but  tf  we  nr«  oiolnf  tn 
■■od  by  Ihe  prtncSplM  embodied  In  the  miffinal  Knn^itt  bfll,  w«  lifiri> 
DO  biuinoM  lo  intorpoM;  it  wu  ttioir  right  lo  pn&i  luvra  lo  ault  them- 
•el  re*." 

PilKp&lrick  of  Alflbnmitt  "The  quMtion  wilt)  ni«  now  i«.wh«IIier 
wekball  abandon  the  doctdD«  at  bod- iuuirr^n linn,  and  ovcrritfe  any 
tiT  Ibo  lawB  nf  KanMH." 

Adama  of  MiHsisaippi :  "  It  U  child'*  play  U  vaoou  10  mt.  to  ooa- 
f<ir  iwi  Ih?  ppoplp  thn  rlehl  of  tftgivlailnp,  and  tbcu.  aHer  browtiy  and 
oncondillnnnlly  a)nr«rr)nK  on  Ihem  ihi.'  rij^lil  af  lecliilatlnir  Tor  Ih^to- 
KtlTM,  lo  aay  Hint  cor^ich  tbnll  lupcrvlw  ihair  work.  ^Vhy,  sir.  avi- 
grew  expiM«ly  rvAised  <o  [«iala  Ihe  pow«r  of  r*ti«iii){  tl)t>  |pi>itlallTn 
iinla  of  t)»e  lerritnry.  but  now  you  ara  pr(i|iiHing  U  doelare  noll  aad 
Tvh)  ancli  paiU  aa  do  cot  f nti  you,"    111.,  p,  600. 

*I*aaic«:  "Tbea  (lio  abaoxiam  InXK  wbicli,  It  U  uld,  up«rM«  ta 
il««roy  ibevalvHjortlu-oIivtiTftrmiirhiw,  are  In  efff<i  mpraltid-  II 
iftruewaitfl  not  usd  ihc  nord  '  rvppali!)!.'  TIip  laws  arrnot  arironti  im 
MMtm  tfrbii.  Ixit  iliey  ar«  mRlcivnily  (!c»cfiUi<d  by  ibvl;  cIianuMr 
aad  tff(«t*'    CoBfr-  OloU,  la)  8«fis,,  »ltb  Congr ,  p.  1B71. 
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of  t!i«  slightest  inoon?i9tency.  He  still  advocated  non- 
iiitervtiiliun,  but  declnreii  it  U)  be  self-evident  tliat  congresfi. 
as  it  had  puwer  to  give  the  territory  an  orgiuiic  liiw,  hnd 
nulhoritj  to  dbes  a  siippleineiital  act  al6o,  if  the  former 
bad  proved  iiisiitBcieiit  or  Iiud  lieen  incorrec-tly  under- 
fitood.>  The  man  tvho  had  oitce  been  enthiiiiiastic  for  the 
Wiltnot  Proviso,  and  nho  had  then  written  the  ^'ioholson 
letter,  and  declared  the  Kansas- Xebraska  bill  to  be  a 
tctuuipli  of  freedom  might  Iiud  a  pillow  of  rest  for  his 
conscience  in  a  sophism  thus  ^Imllow;  but  the  adoption  of 
iiie  antendinunt  intr(;iinoed  bj  Qejer  by  s  vote  of  40 
agiiinsi  3  (ItrowH,  Fitzijatrick  and  Masnn)  was,  nevcrthe- 
lusa,  a  conffSiiiun  thai  aquatter  sovereignty  and  the  urtn> 
cipio  of  non-intervention  were  the  boldest  pieces  of  con* 
iionaland  pulilical  humbug  with  which  tlie  politicians 
lOd  ever  vcnturud  to  make  fooU  of  the  [>eople. 

Wliai  did  the  Dt^iiiucnits  beliete  thuj-  would  be  able  to 
pnrehase  bjr  the  aaerifice  implied  in  thia  ounfevston?  lliut 
the  Xoombs-DoQglaij  bill  was  ado)>ted  in  tlie  senate  b j  a 
vote  of  33  ugniriet  13,  could  not  be  a  matter  of  enrpi'iee; 
bnt  was  it  supposed  that  a  suflicient  ntimber  of  Uie 
*'  friends  of  freedom  "  conld  be  deceived  aa  to  its  trtie 
character  to  such  an  extent  that  a  majority  oonid  be 
obtained  for  it  there? 

On  the  same  day  that  Toomba  had  introdut^  his  bill 
into  the  senate,  a  bill  had  been  laid  before  the  houfie  of 
represeutativea,  by  the  huuso  committee  ou  territories, 
whloJi  admitted  Kaiiga^  as  astate  into  the  Union  uuder  tlie 
Topeka  constitution.'  Stephens  had  moved,  on  the  S^tb 
of  June,  to  eab«trtiito  Toombs'  bill  (in  its  original  form) 
for  thiB  bill.  On  motion  of  Dnnn,  the  siibatitiite  bad  by 
a  vote  of  109  against  102  been  amended  by  tlie  atUlitioii 

'  Congr.  Olohe.  la  8cm..  S4th  Congr.,  App-  ji-  ttOft. 
<  Ciingr.  Olutw,  IM  Svta.,  Ulli  Oooffr..  \>p-  1408,  1409, 
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of  a  further  Beclioii  which  Again  re«tored  the  Miasouri 
CMtnpi-omitic  by  the  anuuliiietit  uf  the  rfpcnllng  cliiage  in 
the  Kaii&as-N'ebraska  hill,  but  immcdiatciv  ».fler  the  sab> 
etitiite  so  amended  wus  rejected  by  u  vole  of  310  u)^nat 
2.'  On  the  same  day  (June  90),  the  hill  of  the  twritorial 
comtnittee  wm  defealed,  by  107  Hgaimst  106  voiu&. 

Two  things  inighc  be  inferred  tVom  these  ballots.  Tbu 
friends  of  freedom  had  voted  for  Dunn's  amendtnent,  only, 
by  it«  menng.  to  defeat  Sicplienft'  siibgticnie.  Tlioy  had 
DO  longer  any  ihoaglit  of  n  struggle  for  the  rettoration  of 
the  JUiesoari  compromtee,*  and  not  chicttj  bccanso  it 
would  have  no  pnoi^pect  of  6acco«8,  but  beeaDte  tlicj  hwl 
«et  tliein  a  ftirtlicr  aim.  Tbey  voaM  no  longor  libton 
to  anything  about  the  divieion  of  the  torritorial  doToaint 
their  luotto  w»e,  aB  Jones  of  Penneylvauiii  had  rightly 
said,  on  tlie  ISth  of  December,  IS55:  no  further  exteuaion 
t>f  the  domain  of  slavery,  and  the  rejection  of  urory  now 
state  whicli  a^ked  to  be  admitted  iyto  Uie  ITiiion  a«  a  sla%-e 
state.3  But  even  if  this  were  a  sufficient  ba»{(«  for  tlie 
foriuHtion  of  ft  jmrty,  it  wns  not  a  prognitunie  in 
respect  to  the  Kiinsiia  (jnestion.  The  latter  cutrtd  not  be 
promoted  by  simple  ditiiiiil,  and  if  the  ndmiuinn  of  Kan- 
Mis  under  tho  Topekn  constitution,  wh.<  the  only  proposition 
which  the  RepahlicanB  had  to  make,  it  unu  certain  that, 
so  far  08  congreas  was  concerned,  the  problem,  at  tliecliwe 
of  the  se^eioii,  would  l>e  exactly  where  it  bad  beuo  nl  the 
iK-giuiiirig.  This  was  changed  in  nothing  by  the  fact  that, 
on  the  3rd  of  Joly,  the  resolution  of  the  30th  of  June,  waa 
reconsidered,  and  the  bill  of  tlio  tcrriturial  committee  on 
territories  then  pushed  hy  a  vote  of  99  ngatrit  1)7.  The 
IiouHO  of  representatives  received  the  auftwor  to  this  reao* 
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lutlon  on  the  following  dnj.  Tba  celebration  of  the 
aiiniver^ry  of  the  DeclHi-Htloti  of  IndepeiKJence  coiisieteii 
in  colon**!  Suiiiner'a  ridiiii^  with  liis  fir»goon»  to  Tupekii, 
nud  onleriiig  Oiv  legislature  of  the  Free-Soil  partj  lo  Jis- 
perse,  which  it  hnci  to  do  whether  it  woiiM  or  not.  The 
great  cry  raiseO  over  tlii*,  was,  ftfler  nil,  rather  idle, 
although  even  JelU'rson  Dnvis,  tlie  secretary  of  war, 
ttUiniiiistered  a  shnrp  rehiike  to  the  iwlunel  becan&e, 
through  mere  fear  that  the  meeting  of  the  Topeka  l*gis. 
lature  might  hare  frerioue  consequencef,  he  and  hie  cavalry 
Uttd  interfered.*  Stunner  could  |>uint,  in  excuse,  to  the  fact 
that  he  had  repeatedly  and  urgently  given  exprei^ion  to  tlie 
\t'is)i  thut  (lie  uivil  authorities  uiif^lit  prevent  the  mei-liiigof 
tlie  I^ielHtui-B.'  The  soldier  who  hml  had  no  practice  in 
TOii8titiitionulhair-fiplilting  was  not  to  be  too  severely  hliiinwl 
I*can8e,  relying  on  a  proclaiiiH.tion  of  the  acting  governor* 
U'ho,  bnAnig  liiinielf  on  the  pro(;Iain:LLion  of  tli«  )>reAidetit 
of  the  11th  of  Fehruiu-y,  ttpuke  of  infiirreetion,  he  then 
eonsidereil  hiniselt'  not  only  w(irninte<l  hut  even  ohli;^e»l 
to  do  06  he  Jiiul  done.  Looked  at  from  a  theoreticnt  point 
of  view,  hi»  mietiike  was  not  to  be  lightly  estimated,  but, 
fruia  n  practico-i^volitical  poiut  of  view,  it  was  entirely  in- 
ditl'crent  wlietber  he  or  UonaldsoD  dispersed  the  legiels- 
turo,  and  ^^huther  it  happened  now  or  not  until  it  bad 
affonled  a  better  pretext  for  each  intorfcrciicu  with  it.*    It 

*    >  Gea-  Unc,  S4lb  Congr.,  8rd.  Sean..  Tol.  III.,  No.  5,  ppL  fiB,  OOi 

>S««Iit<  Ifiinn  uT  Ui»  JWh  ot  Juun  nntl  rtiu  1st  »r  July,  IMS,  tn 
HerdKry  D  Wuudion,  who  acted  u  governor,  after  Shwiiuu  bad  left 
HiBleniliinr.     lb..  |ip- .V),  .KUSl 

*  I'rlDied  In  Pbilipps.  The  Conquest  «t  Kuius,  pp.  400,  401. 

*  Frrita  thr  fmgl  lliul  Biiioucr  did  nut  d'>  tliiv,  b«  plujed  «  iniArhier* 
ouHirlrk  rnltaproD  Uia  iidminiifiralioii  t.linn  on  tho  FrnvSidl  i^srly  It 
nisjr  bA  |>Ulnly  n'dd  Iwlween  ibe  lln^a  ot  ibe  letter  nt  JeSeraon 
nnvifl  alntaJy  cited,  tbat  k»  oned  bwruboko  cblcflj  totbijcircum- 
sionca. 
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Ecansc  tnp  report  of  the  iiivcAligating  comintttce,  wliicli 
liiul  to  be  Maitcil  for,  wus  nul  laid  bvt'ore  llm  UotiAe,  until 
tlte  1st  of  Jul}-.  But  now  llic  (jiieslion  liad  to  be  a|>> 
'preached  tcriuunlj,  ntt  the  bcdsiiiu  wliicli  tud  lusted  fu\ly 
seven  months  wug  nenring  it»  close.  Cut  ^troii;;  gg  was 
tlie  jiu^iitun  of  the  onjioiieiits  of  the  shivouriLoy,  so  long  as 
thejr  {lersitfted  in  their  purely  ojjpofittion  attitndc,  th(?y 
showed  tliciiiBclves  exceedingly  weak  the  moment  they  at- 
tempted to  go  oper  to  a  positive  policy.  Thcv  toiIe<.l 
-fit  tlic  solution  of  a  problem  which  conld  not  be  solved 
bond  tlins  proved  hon-  thick  the  mist  was  which  still 
vVscured  their  vision.  The  Oenioi^riitic:  party  hnd  ideitti- 
fit<d  itself  with  the  filavocracy,  and  an  agreement  wilh  iho 
latt&r  wa£,  in  the  atrict  eeiiae  of  the  woi-d,  iinpue&ible,  if 
It  did  Dot  give  np  h»  jKisition  in  point  of  principle.  Spite 
of  all  the  concetieions  which  niiglit  have  been  made  by 
both  eiijes  in  {"ei^pect  to  eonie' points,  no  result  conid  be 
reached  on  the  main  question.  So  far  as  the  latter  "Km 
concerned,  the  apshotof  all  further  negotiations  could  only 
be,  thiit  this  decisive  faetwuuld  lxM>ome  cle^iri>r.  Much  was 
igaiood  by  this,  but  even  lenving  it  out  of  eon&idernljuti. 
the  time  spent  upon  that  q^nention  wn»  by  no  mcnn^  lu^t. 
Tlivsc  negoliutionH  hud  to  nhow  how  firmly  men  on  one 
Bide  stood  by  the  principles  just  proclaimed  and  how  far, 
^OD  the  other,  policy  or  fuar  wonld  be  able  to  secure  «  hear- 
ing for  the  detnandfl  of  equity  and  juatice. 

The  di'liWrationft  in  Ibo  Gcnato  had  F>howti  that  tlie 
■•onth  and  its  northern  partisans  hud  tio  iduiL  of  an  banesi 
'desire  for  aji  i-qu liable  i^t;ltleinunt  of  the  «»nIroverpy. 
Uenco  tlie  inajorily  of  the  house  uf  rcprcdeiitutivca  rightly 
kooncfivul  the  notion  that  it  was  ncci^ssary  to  cxcrcriM;  n 
'pnweun*  ou  the  senate  and  the  president.  If,  by  tlie  inak- 
!ing  and  d!»!ngsion  of  propoTiitions  for  mediation,  the  end 
.  wot.  to  be  proBtM^uted,  of  having  these  propositions  adopted. 
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The  history  of  England  and  many  a  chapter  in  the  bis* 
torj-  of  their  own  country,  pointed  out  the  way  to  be 
taken  to  accomplish  thie.  The  appropriation  bills  were 
loaded  down  with  riders  intended  to  obtain  by  com- 
iHilsiun  what  was  not  freely  given.  With  passionate  em- 
phasis and  amid  the  loud  applause  of  the  majority,  Dunn 
aiinuuiiced,  on  the  21st  of  July,  that  he  would  not  grant 
one  dollar  so  long  as  not  a  single  law  had  been  voted  to 
put  an  end  permanently  and  in  a  just  manner  to  the 
troubles  in  Kansas.'  As  he  was  not  a  ^Republican,  but 
one  of  Fillmore's  most  zealous  partisans,  these  words 
could  not  be  taken  lightly.  But  the  senate  and  the  presi- 
dent would  have  had  to  be  very  timid,  on  the  making  of 
that  declaration,  immediately  to  strike  their  flag.  The 
significance  of  the  threat  depended  upon  what  Dunn  and 

'"Sir,  I  bave  inlimated  heretofore,  and  now  deliberately  repeat, 
that,  until  some  measure  aliall  be  parsed  into  a  law  which  will,  to  my 
miDil.  give  asauraace  of  a  just  aad  permaneut  settlement  of  tbese 
Inmljlcs  in  KiUisaa,  no  approprialion  will  ever  pass  this  Louse  by  my 
voto.  I  will  not  grunt  one  dollar  to  maintain  and  advanc-  the  move- 
nienls  of  the  government  in  a  course  which  promises  nothing  but 
uiiiver.snl  ruin.  ...  I  would  cut  oft  the  supplies  and  slop  the 
wheels  of  government,  rather  than  let  it  move  «n  inch  furilier  in  its 
present  ill-dirofieil  and  most  perilous  course.  If  those  who  control 
ihut  course  iiro  relractory— if  tliey  will  not  heed  the  clear  and  dis- 
tinct iiiteninces  ol  an  overwhelming  public  seniinient,  justly  aroused 
to  indij;nution  against  a  great  wrong— if  dangers  that  Ihrealeu  us  will 
nol  wain  or  clieck  ihem,  I  would  cut  off  ilie  sinews  of  power  and 
thus  foiu|(el  submission  to  an  overwhelming  public  necessity,  (Cries 
of  -Good!'  'Tliiit  is  it!'  'Thai  is  the  doftiine!')  I  would  promptly 
and  sternly  meet  the  coDae(iuences  of  such  a  course,  whatever  they 
miglil  be.  Ii  is  a  remedy  allowable  under  our  insiitutions.  It  is  not 
rt'vol(iiii>ruiry  or  violent,  but  lawful,  peaceful,  quiet,  and  effective. 
Il  is  a  mciitis  of  certiiin  redress  against  Ibe  abuse  of  power  and  at> 
templed  u-iirpniions,  withoiii  ibe  terrible  resort  of  revolution.  It  wnS 
intended  In  save  us  from  all  necessity,  or  prelense  of  neiessitv,  for 
revdliitmriary  reports.  It  is  essenliallj-  the  great,  the  very  greatest, 
(■nii>civ, (live  principle  ia  our  government."  Congr.  Globe,  1st  Seas., 
'dU\i  L'ongr.,  Aj'pend.,  p.  aoO. 
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llioae  who  tlionglit  rs  lie  did,  were  resolved  to  demand  a» 
[a  tninluiuii).      If  tbcv  wunt  b^^oiul  what  th^  pultHc  o^iinioii 
Luf  Lbe  uorlli  wiik  rcudv  to  aaiiction,  with  the  utinont  de- 
vision,  they  could  uot  hut  be  dcft^utfd  in  tlie  birnjmli!  wiih 
fthi^  preBidutit  and  the  soiiate,  and    the  only  reiiult  might 
r«&sily  be  »  sui-ioud  injury  to  the  good  cause.     But  inteuso 
lu  wu  the  tK'Iiiig  in  wide  oircle»  of  people  in  tli«  north, 
ill  Inspect  to  the  slavery  qiitjetion,  the  attaching  of  con- 
ditions to  the  uppropriatioD  of  luoncy  for  the  maintenance 
of  ihu  country  which  tli«ir  opjionentB  would  not  even  dift> 
Would  nuvcr  Itavo  boon  )i|iprii%-t:d.      But  ooiild  any 
rpr<'[ii)^itionB  he  inmginod  of  which  tlii»  did  not  hiivt-  to  ho 
kaaid  iiud  whoM.-  uduptiun  would  put  an  cud  to  the  troubles 
]1u    Kaunas    perinniiL-ntly   and    in  a  just    nianncrl      Tlie 
jtleclaralion  that  it  uiu«t  bti  done  acvompliHlied  nothing. 
iSo  long  a£  Bann  and  those  who  had  applauded  hid  utter- 
laiiL'ca  had  uut  proved  that  it  could  U;  dune,  tiieii-  threat 
ras  an  idle  oue,  because  it  could  not  be  carried  out.  They 
F'Of  course  did  not  convene  to  make  an  0|>eQ  confession  that 
jthey  could  not  redeem  theii-  promise;  but  what  need  was 
1  there  of  worda  when  their  act*  bhowcd  so  plainly  tliat  they 
ihvcatne  more  conMriouo  daily  that  thoy  were  not  pnwer- 
'fnily  enough  etip|>orlpd  by  public  npinion  to  unabh;  them 
Liu  pur&ifit  in  the  ultcrnntiru  tliuy  had  propneud !     Tliey  rc- 
itreatcd  stop  by  step  hcfurc    the  reaislAncc  of  the  senate. 
Tlie  pri-»idcnt  had  not  yet  been  in  a  oiiuation  to  throw 
IhU  wtrtght  aUo  into  the  acaki^  iiiid  inr^tcad  of  having  coin- 
led  aubmift&ion,  there  was  atill  only  oiie  position  which 
huxl  nut  been  surrendered. 

Befure  the  Btrii^^fle  for  this  last  position  wa«  decided, 

the  majority  nitulo  another  clfort  to  reach  a  aettlement  on 

the  main  question.     Dunn  had  iritnMluoed  a  bill    which 

.fiubjlN-tcd  the  territory  to  n  complete  reorganization,'  and 

)  PnnnO  Id  Nil  In  CoDgr/GloW.  Ul  Sam.,  84th  C^oogr.,  pp.  1915-1S17. 
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the  hoiihO  pAt^crd  it,  on  t]io  29th  of  Jiil^*,  hy  ■  %-otc  of  8S 
agatn«t  74.  Their  ofeviitiiig  vole  cunuot  liiivc  comtf  cs»y 
to  the  Ri>{>iil>licuiiG.  They  did  not,  bowuvur,  hy  that  robe 
exactly  deny  the  vitAl  principle  of  their  purly  platfonn, 
the  permanent  liinitation  of  stuver}'  to  its  present  dotuaio, 
Ijitt  ihvy  did  not  expressly  prufe^  it;  and,  in  this,  tliere 
Hus,  iinqtivstionably,  K>ni6  scirdtdneiifl  or  want  of  rectitode. 
Thvru  can  be  no  douljt  that  they  would  have  the  re^lomtiriii 
of  the  Mit'^iiri  comprotniec  to  mean  only  tlint  that  should 
bo  given  bacb  to  froudom  which  frvodoin  hu)  boon  robbed 
of  by  the  Knnstu-Kubraeka  bill.  But  if  one  juOj^ 
aHogotitcr  objectively  and  Lielorically,  it  conid  not  bo 
denlLil,  that  it  iiiiiitiod  more  ihazi  thia;  for  although  tlte 
Mteaoiiri  coruprotniw  only  provided  that  elnrtrry  north 
uf80°30'  should  be  forever  prohibited,  the  fnndumenial 
idea  itvontninefl  was  nnqacstioiinbly,  the  divioiun  of  tlie 
territorial  domain  betwoL'n  the  two  sections.  IJence,  by 
thi»  provision  of  the  bill,  the  etatiu  ante  was  to  be 
restored  according  to  the  letter,  hut  not,  in  alt  thing*, 
according  to  the  Aptrit,  or  eltie  the  Heptiblienu  pariy.  bu 
far  Aft  its  reprcBentative*  in  eongrcsa  were  coact'nied,  gnvn 
tbetD8elve»  np,  after  the  parly  bad  begnn  fully  to  livo  uiily 
a  few  weelcH  Wfore.  As  the  latter  snpposition  wae  out  of 
the  question,  it  was  self-evident  that  ft  wunid  Itave  been 
iinpoaeibk  to  come  to  an  understHnditig  on  llie  bubis  of 
this  bill,  even  if  the  south  and  the  Uemouratfi  had  been 
able  to  agree  to  go  back  to  the  «t<ita»  tttttf,  in  the  tlawvry 
qucMion,  in  respect  to  Uio  territories.  But,  spite  of  thib, 
the  HBSumption  it.  e\(.>luded,  tliat  the  hill  Iim]  no  object  bnt 
to  Idll  the  more  moderate  and  more  ooriM^rvaiireopponenU 
of  alaverr  tliat  an  earnest  ondcuror  had  been  niado  to 
bring  aUmt  A  settlement  Tliis  [s  apparent  un(|iiF'8tioii-i 
ably  from  the  character  of  the  concessions  made  in  ''  -' 
bill.     They  were  no  mere  teeming  concea^ionB  like  Ll. 
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in  the  Toombs-Donglas  bill,  intended  to  throw  dust  into 
the  eyes  of  the  crowd,  aad  thej  were  not  concerned  witli 
only  points  of  subordinate  importance,  bnt,  to  some  extent, 
with  principles. 

Tlie  restoration  of  the  Missoari  compromise  was  made 
to  depend  on  the  adoption  of  the  provision,  that  slaves 
niready  in  the  territory,  and  the  posterity  of  such  siaves, 
should  remain  slaves,  unless  they  were  taken  somewhere 
else,  before  the  Ist  of  January,  1858.  The  wording, 
"lawfully  held  to  service,"  allowed  of  the  construction, 
that  slavery  was  recognized  as  at  present  legally  existing 
ib  the  territory.  But  such,  evidently,  was  not  the 
intention.  All  that  was  wanted  was,  not  to  burthen  tlie 
BOlutioQ  of  the  great  political  question  by  injuring  per- 
sonal interests;  and  it  was  thought  that  one's  own  views 
on  the  question  of  law,  on  this  point,  should  be  all  the 
more  snbordinated  to  considerations  of  expediency,  as  it 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  slaveholders  n)ight  have 
been  honestly  convinced,  that  the  controversy  bad  been 
validly  decided  in  their  favor. 

The  consequences  which  were  drawn  by  their  opponents 
from  another  provision  of  the  bill  could  not  be  so  readily 
repelled,  although  the  latter  was  not  meant  as  n  Burt-onder 
of  tlie  views  of  the  slaveholders,  so  far  as  principle  was 
concerned.  The  15th  section  provided  that  all  cases  pend- 
ing, in  the  courts  of  the  territory,  should  he  continued  in 
each  courts  and  decided  by  them;  all  criminal  indictments 
for  alleged  high  treason  and  for  misdemeanors  which  were 
to  be  immediately  quashed,  were  excepted.  Wilson  had 
moved,  on  the  2nd  of  July,  in  the  senate,  that  all  the  laws 
of  the  territory  should  be  declared  null  and  void,  and 
Seward,  in  supporting  the  motion,  claimed  that,  in 
reality,  the  Kansas- Nebraska  bill  was  the  only  statute  that 
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liad  the  force  of  iaw  in  the  territory.'  Tltc  Democmu 
liad  not  ooDtincd  thcnuckcs  to  a  rcriitfttion  in  pHndple 
of  tliie  view,  but  a«kcd,  what  was  to  become  of  the  nam- 
livrlese  Ivgnl  riil»li<>iiB  cDLcred  into,  under  the  territorial 
Ihws;  uiid  thu-  Rvpublicuiia  gave  no  unewer  to  the  cjiicatiun. 
1(  the  Icgislalnrc  of  the  territorjr  bud  had  no  legal  exist- 
enoe,  all  the  laws  passed  b^  it  were  ipso  facto  no  law  a,  otid 
the  l^al  rolattoiis  entered  inio,  under  tliem,  had  not  the 
force  of  law.  But  it  i@  a  practical  impossibility,  in  aciviU 
ixed  community,  to  wipe  out  the  creating  and  nnmaking 
of  reliilions  whicli,  aceording  to  the  vilal  forms  of  enrh 
conitnimities,  are  of  0  legal  nature  and  hare  legal  coni^e- 
qneticeii,  and  to  decree  that,  in  tlie  conrso  of  many  uiontlis, 
no  legal  relationB  have  been  createi).  Tlie  principles  of 
the  Kvpublicauft  were  irreconcilable  with  the  demands  of 
reai  life,  and  in  the  conflict  between  an  Abetruct  legal 
princtiile  and  tlie  imperative  deniaads  of  real  life,  tlie 
latter  lire  ii!wnye  victurions.  It  uow  became  apparent  thut, 
as  ba&  been  already  reimirked,  the  net  cnst,  witli  the  roii> 
nivance  of  the  administration,  over  Kansas  bj  the  Ilordcr 
llnflian»,  had  to  be  torn  or  cnt  to  piccea,  bat  that  the 
looi^ning  of  its  meshes  was  iinpoM>lble.  Dunn**  bill  tried 
to  do  tlil».  inaftmiich  aH  it,  without  recognizing  the  legalitj 
of  the  territorial  legiKliilure,  where  the  impotence  of  the 
principle  vie-a-vit;  of  the  acluiil  silaation  hnd  to  be 
admitted,  ascribed  a  lawful  character  to  the  latter,  llie 
condition  precedent  of  which  was  the  legality  of  tlio  legii- 
Uture.  Dunn  and  the  Republicans  were  certainly  not 
ftctnated  by  the  ambition  to  compete  vith  Ponglait  for  the 
prize  in  the  impure  and  basardous  art  of  nniting  yce  and 
no  into  great  principles.  All  tlier  wantnl  was  to  get 
over  an  obstacle  in   their  way  which  could   ueithAr  b» 
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ipttored  Dor  avoided,  ns  liest  they  oonld.  Rut  as  Cliev 
;ii<l  not  intend  to  surrender  their  point  of  view,  60  far  as 
principle  WM  concerned,  tliej  thought  they  most  deny 
that  they  luut  octunllj  abandoned  it.  llieir  u|i|)Olieuts,  of 
ccwriK%  did  not  admit  the  validity  of  this  l<igic.  While 
Duiiu  mid  luh  EHaorintue  laid  all  the  strcea  on  ttio  causes 
of  the  »tep,  the-'  fonncr  ignurcd  tliem  entirety,  held  simply 
to  the  fact  and  Miid  plainly:  the  Iiotiee  of  rcprceentulivfi 
liaA,  while  making  certain  express  exceptions,  recognizixl 
the  lawd  jMftHed  liy  Oie  terriluriAl  legislature.*  Bnt  thu 
principle  tliu&  foniiiilHted  tiwk  the  entire  const! tiitionnl 
haet6  oi  tlic  Kani^i  policy  of  the  Hepulltcaiis.  tH>lh  as  to 
its  jw^itii-eiuid  tu  its  negative  side,  ftxnn  under  their  feet. 
80  far  afi  the  territorial  lan>s  did  not  conflict  with  the  eon- 
atitution  or  tiio  organic  law,  a  division  of  them  into  valid 
and  invftlid  lawa  wa5  constitutionally  ahsolutely  iuKdmis- 
liblo.  The  lava  poMcd  by  tho  Shawnee  logielnturtt  vcro 
eitlier  valid  or  they  were  not,  for  as  congress  had  nut 
reeerred  the  right  of  sanctioning  them,  their  legal  force 
ooald  not  depend  on  whether  they  vrere  acceptable  to  con- 
gress or  whcliier  it  ooniiidered  them  just  or  not.  Hut  they 
oonld  he  valid  only  on  condition  that  the  If^i^^lntiire  which 
bltd  passed  them,  had  the  povrt>r  to  jnius  tliem,  and  if  the 
legality  of  the    Shawnee  legislature  was  established,  the 


■Doagliks  writM  ia  a  report  o(  Ibe  lllli  of  Auguil.  ISM;  "Tlia 
koiue  of  T^pt«f*D\Bliyt!i,  \iy  tbe  posuige  r>r  th«  bUl  nnrler  coniidrT- 
•IIjDo,  and  Uia  i«nai<>,  by  iu  Uill  for  Iha  sdmiiuioD  ot  RMsaa  inlet  iIib 
UntoD,  bave  eacli  recoguized  llie  Tklldiiy  ur  the  Uwb  eoBCted  by  tli9 
gfHifn«Uffi«1tiir»  lit  SliawiwH  Miiilnii  an  far  a»  limy  an*  fjinalUanl  wllh 
Ikaeontiltaibn  And  th«  Arganfr  net,  knct  afflrmfyt  the  prflpii^tj  ibJ 
ilnlxof  rnrcrrine  llio  Attini;.  eiccpt  ia  rprtniu  ii|iecifleil  caeu."  Ben. 
Rep,  a4ih  0:>l»sr.  iBt  8*u,  Vol.  II..  No.  862.  p.  fl.  »!  far  sc  Iba 
DuDu  bill  was  ODC^-rood,  ibi*  i)le>;itlf'D,  leevlni;  ih«  pmrlnliina  In  the 
I3lh  ■4^i[i)o  oui  ill  cnntldernliun.  could  be  Bupporlrd  hImi  b;  lli(>  fact 
itial  the  IIU1  iwrilua  aspressljr  apoka  oT  ■Ibe  laws  now  In  Ibrca 
tbcrcia"  (KmiBua.) 


400 


KAXSA8- NEBRASKA    BILL  TO  BUCfUS&SS  ELEcnOK. 


whole  movement  which  had  cnlminated  ia  the  adnptton  of 
the  Topeka  conetUution  and  id  the  organiiEalion  uf  a  £tate 
government  nnder  it,  was  a  bold  rerolt  against  tho  1aw« 
and  the  lawful  anthorities. 

If  an  BgR'cmcnt  hatl  l«en  readied,  in  accordance  with 
Dnnn's  pruposals,  to  liegin  again  in  Kansas  ab  ovo^  the 
rCcpii  bl  irnnA  \run1(I  have  been  able  with  Bomethin^  like 
e<^i)animity  lo  diaregitrd  the  fact  that,  by  their  incunsi»t- 
encj,  Chej  atl'urded  their  opponenta  the  possibility'  of  lead- 
ing them  ad  aJaurdum  as  regards  th«  actual  legal  atatns 
in  the  territory,  just  aa  tliey  bad  tod  tho  I>cmotirata  ad 
ahsurdum  by  tbe  iacoasistoncice  of  ihc  Toombs- Douglas 
bill  in  respect  to  tho  principle  of  eon-ioterrenlion,  they 
wonid  have  rtceiTod  tho  kernel  of  the  not  and  left  the 
cinptv  ehell  to  their  oppoaeut«.  But  they  woald  ec-arcclj 
hnve  yielded  to  the  illiisioD  that  the  bill  could  boooin«k 
law.  -Yet  if  this  did  not  happen,  tliey  had  placed  thetn- 
aelvcs,  by  innking  those  propusitiuna  lu  a  tnudi  more  nn- 
l*iivurulilc  aituattun  for  further  struggle.  IS  nutvriihstand- 
ing,  thej  made  tbe  propositiona  referred  to,  the  reaaon 
tuuit  bnve  been  dne  to  the  recognilion  that  their  attilmie 
uf  simple  criticism  and  denial  could  no  lunger  be  main* 
taincd,  and  on  tbe  other  to  the  fact  that  actual  circiim- 
ptances  wonld  have  made  every  attempt  at  a  positive 
policy  while  citrictlj  holding  to  the  prinriples  involved  la 
the  stand  tliey  had  taken,  an  impossibility.  Ix>ng  aod 
loudly  as  they  might  still  light  over  questions  of  principle, 
that  was  all  a  secondarjr  matter  and  a  means  to  tho  cod, 
for  both  parties  were  conviuved  that  they  could  gain  uotji- 
ing  but  might  losu  much,  by  rigid  pnrism  id  principles; 
and  they  acted  accordingly.  'With  both  parties  the  con* 
trolling  consideration  was,  that  indemnity  would  be  readilv 
grouted  by  their  coosUtueuta  for  un  auiuul  ur  unadmitted 
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tplvUcc  of  principle,  if  onlv  tlie  prize  were  won   or  at 

UiM  not  lett  to  the  cncmv. 

6nt  licre  flie  «ittintion  of  the  two  parties  wns  ver^  ditfer- 
ent,  anil  to  the  rJisiKivAntn^  of  tlic  RepiiltlicaDS.  The 
Democrats  were  the  f/eati  jn?m^cnt<i,  and  hence  they 
couUI  lal)or  anlieeitatingly  and  ener^eticalljr,  titider  the 
protecting  mantle  of  eeeining  oonceediona,  fnlly  to  insure 
its  plunder  to  the  Blfk7ocriu-y.  Tlie  liepublicans,  on  the 
other  Imnd,  were  not  in  pos&esiiion,  were  not  able  to  carry 
anything  through  directly,  and  coold  not  support  them- 
Aelves  in  anything  by  formal  law.  !l'  they  did  not  allow 
tliemselres  to  be  driven  still  farilier  back  from  tlie  niatvs 
ifiWf  they  could,  whatever  might  be  the  coR&eqnenceH,  nn- 
conditioually  conrit  upon  their  cimstitnentft.  But  Iiuw  far 
their  oouHtiluL-nts  would  back  them,  if  they  endeitvored  to 
foree  real  conoe»sionB,  in  an  indirect  way,  waa  a  very  differ- 
ent qticstioo.  Kansas  was  not  to  be  &acriticed,  but  the 
public  opinion  of  the  north  was  not  yet  ripe,  at  the  riek 
of  a  catnstrophe,  to  venlnre  the  attempt  to  CArry  its  trauafor- 
mation  bnck  into  an  nndiflpnted  domain  of  free  labor.  It 
waa  the  dread  of  being  left  in  the  larch  by  public  opinion 
that  always  cost  the  opposition  majfiHty  so  many  votes 
tlut  it  became  the  minority;  the  fnrther  it  retreated,  the 
moreeonfident  did  the  Democrats  become,  that,  ultimately, 
tbo  last  demandi)  would  be  drupped,  if  thev  only  remained 
lirm. 

At  laatjon  the  Slst  of  July,  the  report  tn  Re  Whitfield 
contra  Kecder  was  mode. '  The  oommittee  decideil  against 
the  le^lity  of  tht^  territorial  legialftture,  declared,  there- 
fore, all  the  laws  passed  by  it  null  and  void,  and  held 
Wliiltield's  election  to  bo  invalid  because  it  bad  not  taken 
plaue  under  a  valid    law.     lieeder  was  not  admittofl  to 
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have  a  right  to  the  sent,  because  his  election  hn<l  Uken 
place  outside  the  Inw  ciitireljr;  bat  nn  a  much  larger 
nainberof  legal  Tol*8 had  been  cast  forliim,  the  committee 
moved  to  admit  him,  notwithstwinling,  a»  the  delegate  uf 
the  territory.  Although  it  wan  helieved  that  n  prwedent 
coald  be  nppenled  to  in  utipport  of  tlila  motion,  It  wa« 
lost.  Wluttield  was  indeed  refused  the  &eat,  hat  it  was 
iiol  given  to  Reetler. 

This  decision  was  certainly,  not  only  from  the  point  of 
view  of  law  and  e<jiiity,  but  alM>  p<>iiiiei>llv,  the  imisi  por- 
reot  that  could  bn^e  been  mnUe,  And  it  was  uiKinestion- 
ablj  wise  aUo  that,  on  the  6th  of  Angnet.  an  amciid'uicut 
to  the  appropriation  bill,  proposed  bjr  Dunn  and  ndoptcd 
bjr  the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  furliadu  th»  \<bvyin^ 
of  tbc  monies  granted  ont  of  the  treasury,  nntil  euch 
time  an  a  law  had  been  passed  to  settle  tbe  troubica  in 
Kansns.  and  the  Missouri  compromise  wtut  ro^lured,  %va» 
rejected  by  a  vote  of  110  a^inst  46.  But  pnci^elj-  be- 
caiit^e  the  radicals  had  not  been  followed  in  thesv  two  tjuee- 
tions,  the  last  poettion  might  and  should  baro  been 
main  In  ill cd. 

On  rlie  39Lh  of  Jnly,  a  motJoD  of  Sbennan<  wbioli  at- 
tached the  following  conditions  lo  the  appropriations  for 
thcariiij,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  91  against  S6;  tliat  M 
cral  troops  should  not  be  employed  to  enforce  the  laws 
pasaed  by  the  Shawnee  legislature,  until  oongreaa  hud  du- 
^ded  whether  it  was  a  valid  legislature,  coutbrmable  to 
the  nrgnnic  law;  until  such  time  as  ihnt  decision  viaf  made, 
it  was  to  be  the  duty  rf>f  thu  president  to  employ  the  fed- 
enil  troops  in  the  territory  to  preserve  the  pcucv,  suppress 
iu^iirrucLione,  rejjel  invai>ions  ond  to  protect  person*  and 
property,  in  the  territory  as  well  an  ou  the  uatiunal  high- 
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wftjB  or  clecwhcrc,  ajraiiul:  Qnlawful  arrc»t,  Bclztire  aii<t 
BSircli;  tlio  jiruitiduiit  wiu  otiHgetl  to  diitariii  ili«  pre^enl: 
orgKiiiKi'd  militia  of  lUe  temiory,  to  call  iu  tlie  arms  of 
tilt  tTiiitc'd  Stales  difilrilfiited  among  tliem  and  K»  prevent 
armed  [lersone  from  entering  the  territory  in  order  to 
disturl>  the  piililie  peace,  to  aid  tlio  enfurceincnC  of 
real  or  alliq^  laws  or  to  etipport  resistance  to  bdcU 
laws. 

If  tl)«  formulation  of  the  motiou  gave  reason  for  well 
gronndcd  objuctuiiu  to  certain  puintti^  the  eei^ate  ooiiltl 
make  the  nvcfteearj  corrcctiune,  and  tlit-  hniiee  would  pre- 
Auniably  accvdc  to  thciu,  if  only  llie  liimluiiivntal  iduod  it 
contained  were  hvid  to.  Bat  if  tio  notion  waa  cntcrtMined 
uf  flailing  any  lunger  iu  troubled  waters,  but  a  de^re  to 
ilectile  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  territorial  legis- 
lature and  it«  laws  by  way  of  legislutiuii  in  a  eon^titn- 
tional  manner,  and  ODtil  that  decision  was  innde  to  insure 
(jniet  and  pt-aoe  to  the  territory,  then  iheee  fundamental 
ideas  could  only  he  approved.  Only  frum  the  moat  rigid 
Democratic  point  of  view  conld  their  corroctaess  be  eon- 
tented,  for  the  forcing  of  a  decision  of  the  legal  controversy, 
in  the  sen^e  of  the  i£opnt>lica]is,  by  refni>ing  to  make  the 
a)fpropriatioiie,  was  de»i6tcd  from,  and  the  fundamental 
idcAB  of  the  hill  vere  turntnl  ugainet  all  dietarbere  of  the 
peace,  no  matter  wliiit  putty  they  belonginl  tu.  Hence  the 
Kepoblicaud  had  to  take  the  chances  whether  the  public 
opinion  of  the  north  would  gtaiid  by  them  if  tliuy  did  not 
depart  from  this  ultimataio.  If  it  did  not,  the  yoke  of 
the  blavucracy  would  become  heavier  still  and  work  still 
deeper  into  th^  sore  tlesh  of  the  people,  before  the  north 
acquired  Uic  moral  power  to  break  it.  But  if  the  nvrlli 
WOB  willing  to  i^anction  ^neh  a  step  and  the  politicians  did 
not  venture  to  take  il,  tlio»e  whose  luieklimie  liiul  not  jcl 
ac4|uirwd  the  ucce»->ury  degree  of  indelibility  would  have 
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to  make  pl&cc  for  others  ^ho  nndei-stood  the  vill  of  tbc 
people  letter,  and  wore  ready  to  fnlfill  it. 

The  I{epii))licanH,  indeed,  Blood  on  the  groand  nf  this 
reasoning,  Imt  tlicy  were  not  unffipientlj'  clear  on  llic 
nature  an<I  benriiig  of  tlic  cnnaidcrBtions  on  which  it  wa^ 
I>amk1,  to  draw  tb«  right  conclusion  for  thnir  tftctical  pro- 
cedure from  it  The  more  they  were  perfinndcd  of  the 
necessity  of  an  ultimatum^  the  greater  cantion  and  diRcre- 
tion  vns  it  necessary  they  should  use  in  determining  vhnt 
it  fthuuld  be,  out  of  rugnrd  for  the  emaltness  nnd  nnrolt- 
ahilifv  of  the  majority  in  the  house,  and  for  ilie  unclwir- 
neas  and  nnccrtjiinty  of  a  large  part  of  tlieJr  adbcrcots 
among  the  people.  But.  in  this  point,  they  had  tnadu  a 
great  ttiititakc.  The  ri^ht  ideas  had  found  expression  in 
the  Slierman  clnti^e  in  »o  unfortunate  n  ninnner.  that 
scarcely  a  doubt  could  atill  prevail  aa  to  llio  outcome  of 
the  etrtiggle. 

The  niajoritr  of  the  J^ennte,  of  coume,  objected  to  tLe 
rianse  n»  a  "si>.callcd  rider.''  Tlie  objection  was  weighty 
and  warranted,  but  the  Hepublieana  miiRt  not  be  nceueed 
of  a  tactical  error  on  that  account,  for  them  was  no  way  to 
exert  a  strong  pressure  on  tlie  president  and  l!ie  senate, 
except  hy  putting  thetr  iilliinntiim,  aa  a  rider,  on  ati 
appropriation  bill  which  was  simpler  indispen&ahlc.  Their 
position  was,  therefore,  under  any  cirenmstanwa,  a  difficoU 
one  10  maintain,  for  the  ea^idlitig  of  billa  in  thie  wny,  can 
not  be  approved  in  principle.  Hence  thej  oonld  only 
vindicate  the  rcsnliition  of  the  honse,  by  producing  proof 
tliiit  circnmstancca  might  of<iurnnder  which  the  bending 
of  the  principle,  from  political  ncce^^itT,  was  a  pstrioCic 
(luty>  and  that  tlie  present  was  such  a  case,  lliey  bad,  in 
other  words,  to  remove  the  alrngglo  from  the  groimd  of 
ncaJeiriie  arguinentaliou  to  the  ground  of  praeticjil  politica, 
tor,  on  the  latter,  vietory  or  defeat  did  not  Oep^Dd  on  tlie 
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|kTiility  of  logical  dediictiucs  liiton  political  feeling  and 
SgmeiiL      But,  so  far  as  the  {^ncral  qiiCbtion  was  con- 
I'erned,  they  could    bring    their   eaiiso  with    the    ntmoBt 
Gontldcnce  befure  this  fornm,  since  gro(t«  vioUttione  of  tlii! 
priiieiple  even  oil  very  slight  provocation,  were    so  fre- 
quent that  it  &eeint;d  ridiciiloUA  to  wish  to  stntnp  nil  dis- 
regard of  it  as  OD  oDoriQity.     It  was  indeed,  correct  lu 
theory,  that  the  house  of  rept-escntntives^  if  it  could,  in  the 
grunting  of  the  monies  neceae^try  to  curry  on  the  govern- 
ment, do  violence  to  the  senate    by   one  conditiuni  wa6 
uuthorizod  to  impose  a  hundred  conditions  and  thus  com- 
pletely deprive  the  senate  of  its  constitntional  position  as 
siu  equal  factor  of  the  legi»lative  power.'      But  in    sober 
fatality,    tlicsu    logical    consequences    were    mifiiibHtiuitial 
ipectres.     The  inumenl.  the  lioui>e  ul   reprei>eiitatives  did 
Oit  have  the  people  back  of  it,  any  nttempt  to  exercise 
eoinpuliiiuii  could  not  but  result  in  injur}'  to  iieelf. 
^Only  when  public  opinion  looked  npon  the  senate  as  a 
^«ad  body  could  those  logical  coti&ctiuences  be  realized. 


*Chi  Miid  om  tba  18tb  of  Aagusli  "I  Km  utterly  oppoMtl  lo  tbi* 
modf!  of  coercioB  by  wlilfb  provisions  are  In  be  Inaenetl  tn  ■pproprla- 
tion  bin*  that  r]o  am  pmpfrly  rolaii;  (o  tlioM  nccewu;  billi  for  the 
BtipiMirt  unhe  ^oTemineul — provlslous  lavoWEng  great  qaeslluiM  of 
faDtlsmoniHl  polic}' under  ih»coa*iiiuiiun.  Tli«  <*ir«i:t  ofHurli  a  lya. 
torn  louHl  bv  llml,  ius(«ad  of  having  &  govern nioci I  with  iwn  hrnncbM 
lo  (lie  k'eUUlurc~Bp>Trn]mcDt  ciniiiMMcd  iif  poimltu-  DUmlmn  and 
«f  tut*  aoveroit!nll«ii,  each  a  che(?k  on  Die  other,  yoa  wonid  Imve  a 
governiucDt  of  but  od«  branch,  and  il  wuulJ,  in  fiMl,  di'g«Dvra(ir  lain 
a  French  coavenlion.  Tliat  miui  tie  ihr  Inevitable  leaalL  WbencTer 
Ibe  house  of  mprespntntiviiii  have  a  roeuBre  which  tbry  am  itelcr- 
niord  to  carry,  if  we  ailopt  Ibis  precedent,  (bay  hare  but  to  iRlruHuce 
It  iDto  an  uppropriai  Ion  bill,  nnd  viiy  iluit  the  appni[triHlliin  bill  *liu)l 
BOl  pAM  wllliout  Ibia  pr!ncipl(>  fncorponited  into  it,  and  we  mu^l  yield 
onr  nppaslll»n.  Wby,  elr.  Ibie  i»  n  fiimliimonlal  change  of  tho  cnn- 
Htilnliun  of  llii-  (MUitry.  Tou  may  not  call  It  revolailonai>',  bin  It  will 
Irad  10  revolulinn."    Coogr.  Glaba,  IH  &•■■-,  8<lth  Oonjjr,  pp.  3'JS», 
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Hnd  if  public  opinion  erer  nomhercd  the  senate  amonp 
llie  dead,  a!1  appexU  to  the  constitution  would  avail 
it  notliing.  If  such  a  ounilici  botwoen  the  two  liouw*  of 
con;^'9fi6  WM  carried  to  an  extreme  where  ihej  had  lo  bend 
or  break,  tlie  actual  decision  would  be  given  bv  pnhMc 
fipinion,  that  ie  by  the  people;  and  as  sik'Ii  n  eonflift  could 
l«  carried  to  an  extreuio,  only  in  times  of  great  excitement 
and  with  rvepcct  to  questions  of  cardinal  impyruncc,  it 
vn«  certain  that  the  people  would  then  not  allow  the  eor 
rect  conetitutional  and  political  dt'Ct/mc  exclneively  to  1* 
decisive  of  their  judj^nient.  This  waa  all  the  more 
undoubted,  aa  the  conipielt-ncy  of  the  eenate  in  reF^pei-t  to 
the  buOgft  -Kab  eutirely  sulhtiient  to  enable  it  to  plujr  tlic 
same  game  against  the  honse  that  the  honee  was  now  trj> 
ing  against  it.  But  the  history  of  previous  »trugj;Ic* 
taught  that  it  wonUI  not  allow  iri^lf  to  be  deterred  from 
lIiis  for  a  moment  by  pongtitutional  conKidemtiotia,  if  the 
caw  aboald  arise.  Sneh  big  woi-de  as  **constitDt)onal** 
and  revohitidnary,  therefore,  coold  inspire  no  terror  and 
,it  wonid  I'Drlrtinlj  hare  Iwen  defeated  if  it  had  to  rely  on 
lliem  solely  in  its  reeietanee  to  the  Sherman  elaiiae. 

One  did  not  need  to  disturb  the  dost  ou  ite  archives,  in 
order  to  coni-ince  the  senate  that  it  had  do  ri^ht  to 
declare  tb«  oonntni-  in  danger,  because  "ndcrs"  were 
strapped  to  the  backs  of  the  apprupriation  bilta.  The 
HeiiateV  oWD  sins,  iu  this  rvspL-ct,  wcrv  in  part,  uf  vrri' 
recent  date,  and  the  gentlemen  wliti  now  dci'laiinctl  most 
loudly,  were  among  the  principid  sinnora.  In  the  atm^u 
for  the  domain  acquired  in  the  peace  of  Giiiidalui>r  T[{- 
dalgo  from  Mexico,  Walker  of  Wisconsin,  had  ititro<luce«l 
an  amendment  to  an  appropriation  bill,  of  whioh  the 
Democrat,  Dix  of  New  York,  said  that  it  oluthvd  the 
pre^hlent  with  <lirlatorial  power  over  the  territoritft;  (his 
amuuduicnt  was  udupted  by  a  Yot«  of  2U  aguiuBt  27  ill 
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aeiiiite,  and  amon^  tho^  who  vot&d  aye  were  Bel),  RuUor, 
Fitjtpotrifk.  llvHston,  Hunter,  Mason,  Rusk,  SfLiLNtian, 
Yiilce  and  Douglas,  thus  ailurding  a  furcible  UliititratinD 
of  the  great  principles  of  non-iuterventioii  aod  squatter 
tfovervlgnt^.  During  tlie  last  g-ea^iun,  tlie  Iiouae  of  repre- 
ecntatives  bnJ  attachetl  to  an  ajijiropriatioD  bill  five 
M-ctione  wliioh  pmpoKe*)  ratlical  clinngcs  in  the  custojnft 
FHtoa.  In  the  senate,  Hunter  had,  iu  the  name  of  the 
liiiance  nominitlec:,  m(ive<I  the  mloptton  of  tbue«  sections, 
tinrl  tlie  olije<.'li«ns  to  them  on  principle,  he  met  hy  calling 
iitbeiitioii  to  the  foci  ihat  almost  «vcry  appropriation  bill 
waa  burthened  with  lighter  or  heavier  "  riders."'  Kaitoii 
ha4  ftiip|H>rted  his  colleague*  with  all  his  Btn-'iigtli  and 
ejaiiiicd  that  experience  hod  shown  that,  in  the  tihurL  8«A' 
8ion,  nothing  at  all  could  be  aocomptiehed,  unless  the 
Hl'|H"o[>riation  billft  n-ere  used  as  a  relay."  And  Toucey. 
llie  sjvecial  confidant  of  the  president  had  dt'monstrated 
lluit  the  saddling  of  bills  with  material  foreign  to  them  was 
ii»U<e<l  non-jiolitical,  but  that  legnlly  there  woa  nothing  in 
ttieir  wny,  and  that  the  linancc  commiltee  had,  in  this  case, 
acted  i]nit<>  rightj  He  had,  indeed,  iwlded  that  it  would  he 
H  revtihittunary  nndertaking,  If  the  hoasc  wislicd  to  force 


'  "Tbpre  maj  he  no  i>recedeDt  wbloh  bsi  goo«  to  ttiU  Icn^ti,  but 
ibere  liavci  boea  |)roci>denla— iu<lc«<l.  hurdtj  on  approprbiloa  btll 
p»m*»  Mhkb  doeonnicoDlalD  oae,«o  far  Mstbapiioclploli concerned." 
Cungr.  Uiob«,  U  Sew.,  33d  Cougr .  p.  I08«. 

"Tbo  >eiuiie,  witpnever  it  hui  niif  favoriia  obJ<-ct  in  vi«w,  mnke^  nn 
aoniple  ta  overridinj;  Ihe  ritl«  Tor  \Ue  pnrtiose  ot  priitiDf^  It  on  m  bill 
wfaifib  tnay  force  it  llirutijcU.  My  fricod  ftota  boatb  C'ltrolinn  (.Mr. 
Builrr)  lias  referred  to  tbe  fscl  (bal  Ibey  put  Ibe  IncoD^'riinua  cUbm, 
Nbotisliiiii;  tirif;j;lnit  in  ti)»  nnvj,  m  n  gAnerAl  it|iprfipriftlioii  hilL  I 
inMy  amy  tbul  Ibc  whole  general  legislall'io  far  ibe  navy  and  army  lias 
l<4>pn,  lor  iiiK  laxt  Hw  or  six  yean,  done  ou  ]{eBeral  ap^tropdattoa 
I^IU."    IU,  p.  KH-i. 

*  lb,,  p.  lft>7, 

•  lb.,  p.  lOU, 
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the  ass«nt  of  the  senate  to  o.  tnea-snru  not  aeccptaMc  to  if. 
1)7  meaiifl  of  the  appropriation  bill,  and  tijc  majority  iiow 
songlit  cover  behind  this  reservation.  Tlit>  saddling  of  a 
1)111,  tiu:y  aaid,  was  legallj  uot  to  be  objected  to,  wlioa  it 
waadone,  with  the  voluntary  tuiderslUDdiugof  boih  bonsoB. 
It  L6  plnin  that  when  a  inajuritjr  lu  but}i  IiuiiMiS  favur  a 
l^ietfltire  measure,  that  tueiiBure  may  be  passed  oq  in  tbe 
regular  wa^,  and  that  there  is  uo  ne«d  of  coupling  it  Ut 
an  apprnjiriation  bill.  Unless  all  anderi^tniiding  of  the 
imporlmiw  of  the  principle  has  been  already  lost  to  Bucli 
an  extent  that  it  ia  sinned  against  from  more  coDvenionor, 
BDcli  a  c^tiipliiig  ift  in  and  of  itself  u  proof  that  an  ejtt«r- 
cal  prcfi^iire  is.  eonsidereil  necessary  to  reach  the  dc&ired 
end.*  Politically  it  was  of  conrsc  of  the  greatett  impvr- 
t«DCC  low  far  the  prestiurc  should  be  carried,  bat  the  prin- 
ciple wui)  ill  auy  caae  riulated  and  jf  the  priiii-iplo  vat 
eaci'iBced,  it  was  no  longer  a  legal  but  only  a  pulitioal 
ijue«tion  wlicre  the  limit  should  be  drawn. 

In  this  debate  of  the  1st  of  Jdarch,  1855,  tlie  sontheru 
senators  had  been  repeatedly  cautioned,  lliat,  sooner  or 
later,  an  appropriation  hilt  vitli  a  '*  rider"  would  aomv 
JVora  the  house  wliieb  would  uiako  the  slavocraey  bitterly 
r^rel  that  its  representatives  were  not  now  luiudful  of 
tbo  max\m,  principi la  obnta.  Tliese  warnings  wore  diit- 
misted  with  tlie  asaertion  that  tlie  sooth  had  no  loof^r 
anything  whutever  to  Iw.pe  for,  if  its  safety  depended  oit 
uo  gn>»s  abu&e  being  made  of  the  saddling  of  appropria- 
tion billa  with  riders.     Correct  as  this  was,  tho  (act  tliat 

'  Til'  prcMure  majr  iDdr«Hl,  W  direcl«<I  ftKaiut  the  prcxldeat  alto, 
bi)  Kjriirnstbe  constltiiiinnni  q^(^^li»D  ii  carcrnc-i)  Uhl  dncvoot 
clianiP-  ()i«  mailer  to  lli«  fcii|>lilHl,  It  la  Ju«l  itt  tuiirti  oppuwO  tu  ihc 
spiiii  o{  Ui«  CQceliliilioo  lo  force  tlio  prwMitDt  u  It  i*  lo  rorvir  tmtt  n( 
1h«  (wu  liuusesor  congrewila  uiwnt  tu  a  t»lll,  tijr  tbrcaiRRlnu  tnuup 
ibu  tDHcbinorj-  nr  ptvorampni  by  ivf.iilng  to  gruii  lb«  iDocitw  uaeeft- 
t»ry  Tor  tijierulliig  It. 
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lafj  then  adrocatetl  diercgard  of  the  principle  mi»hl 
now  ciuiily  Have  a%*engeJ  itself,  il'  thejr  diJ  not  also  Iiave 
tlie  poi^iliiiit^  of  raifiing  tlie  constitutional  qnestioii  in 
respect  to  tlie  Bal>Btanre  of  the  Sliernmti  elauite. 

Agiiinst  the  demantl  that  the  militia  should  be  ilisaniiocl, 
the  article  of  the  conRtitution  might  be  cited  which  guar- 
antees to  citizens  thtj  right  to  keep  and  hear  arms.  Fes- 
senden,  tiiei-efore,  maved  to  »iiieiid  thli>  piii-^<re  to  thu 
effect  that  only  the  arms  belonging  to  the  United  States 
which  had  been  distributed  to  the  militiu,  should  b«  de- 
manded of  Iheni.  Aft  the  adoption  of  the  ameudiuuiit 
did  not  at  atl  prcjutlice  the  vote  on  the  whole  clau8?,  its 
rejection  b;  a  vote  of  28  agnin^t  13,^  conld  not  mean  any- 
thing, unle&s  it  was  wished  to  a&sert  that  this  demand  uxt 
was  luiwarranted,  or  to  leave  the  clause  in  as  obnox.ioiis  a 
form  as  po^^ible,  in  order  to  make  its  rejection  teem  liel* 
ter  founded.  If  this  tatt«r  was  the  reai^on,  the  ground  of 
tlie  opposition  to  the  clause  was.  evidently,  not  that  it 
came  up  in  the  form  of  a  "  rider,"  but  because  tlie  object 
to  be  attained  by  it  was  not  liked;  and,  in  the  former 
case,  mala  fdts  was  shown,  since  tlie  new  governor, 
Gear)-,hud  described  the  uiilitiaaaan  undisciplined  bnnd.* 

Tlie  ptisitioD  of  the  iimjority  in  the  seimte,  iu  respect 
to  the  provigtoo  which  retjuired  the  preaideot  to  ueo  the 
federal  trtiops  to  prevent  all  illegal  obstructioii  of  freedom 


\ 


iCongr.  Qlntw,  Isl  6es&.  8lth  Coagr.,  App.,  p.  1080. 

■  Bffwriicx  on  Iho  I2ili  of  Sfijii-,  1H56,  tu  BTutj:  "I  have  d«- 
tt>niilnp(l  loilUinltM  the  pr«»eu(  0TgAniE«d  mlliliu,  aft«r  conifullailoa 
wilb,  aiiil  bya<lTic«or  Grn^rsl  Bmilli,  anO  Tur  llie  leiisoD  Itinl  ilioy 
are  not  fthrnil«(l  Id  accordance  with  llie  lawa— ihnt  m%.af  of  ili^m 
arc  DOl  citizcDs  of  the  IvrriUiry— tliut  »oinc  of  iLcm  nere  cninmlllinjc 
ODirxgM  iin<t«T  pretence  or  serving  tlie  putiiic — and  Lliat  tlicjr  wore 
noquMtDoiiatily  pf<r|iMr*ting.  mihAr  tliun  diininUhlng  tlio  tmublet 
wlih  which  the  Teriitory  Is  n^iiateil,"  Message  and  Oitcumcala, 
1KW-5T,  I.,  p.  86, 
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of  intercoii»e  on  the  iiat  ional  highu-a>fs  vru  mucli  6troiip.'«r. 
Ouly  the  Hie^iari,  which  conetitntvil  the  buiiiidur;  lie- 
tween  KanBtts  and  Minsonri  in  the  northeast,  could,  in 
this  case,  he  calleil,  with  iin()oiiht<:<l  propriety,  a  nntionnl 
higliwny.  But  the  eettlfra  from' the  north  in  gn-at  part 
(lid  not  come  from  Iowa  down  tlie  river,  and,  thtTt-fore, 
tlie  provigioo  would  have  nttaineJ  its  end  to  protect  ttiem 
from  tJie  Border  RutliaiiK  on  their  jimrney  to  tlie  territory, 
only  very  inipt-rfectly,  even  if  hencetorlh  no  Btt>nm«rccim- 
ing  down  the  river  Hhonid  l>e  molested.  Even  on  riven 
U'iiich  were  univerBnlly  aokriow]e<1ged  to  posscstt  the  char- 
acter of  natioufti  highways,  the  police  power  vrm  exorcised 
by  the  states  thri'Ogh  which  they  flovrod.  And  if  it  were 
admitted  that  congress — eBpei:iaIty  because  the  stream 
here  W119  the  boiindary  of  a  tcrrilory — mij;ltt  authoriM 
the  preiiident  to  make  ench  use  of  the  ft-ileral  tronpe  on 
the  Missouri,  it  ccrtninly  conld  not  antliunze  or  rrijuire 
him  to  cause  the  same  military  service  to  be  performed  on 
Missouri  territory,  wherever  it  »cenied  to  him  tliat  the 
Ktate  did  not  take  meaiiti  Hiiftielent  to  innure  tho' safety  of 
the  highwftys.^      What  the  Sherman  claose  con  tent  plated 

■  Th«  qUf«lloii  gftvs  riM  lo  on  animaiM  diM'UHi<w  tn  Ibfl  Hwond 
aettluo  *\m.  Touchy  mUI  In  lliU  debnte:  "  I  t<v«.  lii  Uio  lirrJ  iiIjic  <■,  a 
propocitioD  llini  it  »liit1l  b«  tbe  duty  of  lk«  prv*i<l»l  nt  tbe  Inm-it 
Staled  lo  go  into  Ike  Hluttps  U|>i>ti  lln-  liicbirayK  IvadiiiK  >u  ll>e  dircctiun 
of  KiLDMu,  and  Ibeic  Uiurp  tbe  undoubt«l  powon  uC  (he  fctnte  (mt. 
emmenta.  tt  purports  to  amke  it  lite  iluiy  of  tbe  prwitlrat  10 
iDtvrfrie  wiib  pcrflrvoeand  propi^ny  in  tb«  Mhlce.  nod  tlicr«  proipd 
ib^m  fruiii  uiiIawTul  *eizur^  juid  Heaithvii.  Now  t  denlra  lo  know 
vrbol  niilliorily  ibn  |>ri-M(1eint  nf  IbP  United  Vision  tiu  lo  go  into  any 
Biait!  uid  civtl  any  povit-r  wbaiever,  «■  pn-mdi^ni,  tn  |>rfVL-ni  iinlnirful 
Hi»in!'»  "f  iivnwinK  ur  pnHmrly  f  I*  tbcrit  ni>y  •phhI'T  id  Ihii  iKxly— 
tt  tbcr«  anj  mno  in  the  cooDiry  whoirlll  say  Itml  ibe  ]<f^4Mc«iii, 
under  ibc  t'onsliliition,  bM  *iij  ^iirli  pnwcTt  Wliero  dti  viiu  flail 
lit  What  tteconies  of  lie  oovej-plgii  [xmi^r  of  lb«  unttt^ 
Can  lli«  pffjiidont  of  tbu  trnitMl  tiUt4-«  IntxrfAro  in  «  met* 
ca*e  of  tTF»i>HM  DD  periHMi  or  piop«n7  upoD  ibe  bt)[bwaj  In  ttay  Mali 


■nte  eiiERUiN  clauss. 

WM  entirely  warmntcd,  but  the  racnns  it  witltcd  to  otn- 
ploy  waa  constitutionally  urinllowtthle.  and  !ierean  amend- 
ineut  could  uul.  ha  in  the  ca&o  of  the  pmvieion  tir&t  t]i^> 
cubhmI,  l>e  iiiiiiicdfnt<?ly  proposed  wliicli  did  sway  with  tlic 
u-ell  founded  objection  to  it.  If  Uis^oiiri  did  not  watit 
to  jirolect  the  gettlprB  from  the  free  state*,  within  its 
iMjrders,  it  wait  dilticnll  to  snj  how  it  could  be  done  Uy  the 
federal  excciitivp,  or  by  federnl  legislation,  without  eu- 
cnitu^hing  iijion  rlie  jiirisdictiotiHt  domain  of  ihe  s(>}iiii-nti> 
s^tate*;  nn  the  other  hand,  the  Kepnblicani)  eoiiM  nut 
decline  to  urovide  for  the  Rcciiritj  of  freedom  of  inter- 
course on  the  hiffhwAVd  leadin-;  to  Kansas,  for  in  the  con- 
test for  the  [JOEseaeion  of  the  territory,  tlie  ilorder  UnlBans 
hftd  liie  jMjwer  in  thoir  liands,  aa  long  as  they  were  able 
eflectiially  to  Mochado  thosC  highways. 

A  |)oinC  had,  tliricfort.*,  buun  reacliud  here  njriiin,  at 
vUkIi  it  Ixx'Hnic  manifest,  ihiii  the  nrnttcr  had  goiiu  too  far, 
to  bo  brought  ou  the  right  (rack,  even  if  the  majority  in 
the  two  huiises  of  eongre&s  had  vrlslied  to  do  it.  Ah  this 
wish  by  no  uieniin  exialed  in  the  cn-nate,  it  of  cnnrse  used 
the  ditHciilly  as  a  cloalc  for  its  wniil  of  gu*)d  will.  Tlie 
.  ininurity  pointed  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  Toombs- Douglas 
bill,  the  senate  looked  u[>on  certain  laws  of  iho  lorrilorial 
legigtatiiru  an  too  monstrous  for  it  to  be  aide  to  bear  the 
odium  of  defending'  them,  hut  by  iho  »trikitig  otit  of  the 
Sherman  clanse,  the  yoke  of  these   laws  would  etill  be 


oTltilB  Union  1  Everyone  konws  thai  he  lias  no  sncli  pnwer.  and 
Itui  iliW  (joverDnKMit  l>iu  no  «acli  JarMlctlnn.  It  ti  a  innil^r  tietoDg- 
Ing  tscluftlvplf  to  tite  Hlntpa.  It  is  ciininilk-d  by  BtnU-  laws.  Tlio 
Jutltcini  iiuiborlii««  a(  Itie  *la(o«  must  itilerfore  for  llie  jiurpoM  of 
MtjtMlic^iiinx  nDil  (l)«>i)o»)ni;  of  all  qtioMirtno  ot  llial  kind.  It  Uoaly 
In  lli«  laim  iif  in»urri'tliiiii  or  reliclliiai.  or  1o  tntoivf  li*pi1  prncwm 
llDiltir  tlii>  oxiirum  [iniviKiimii  of  \Un  vonMiliitiHii.  llnil  itic  [>ip^i(l«iiit 
K»>  Liiteifete."    Coiigr.  Glulie,  &I  Bl-o*.,  34lli  Coagr,  p,  31. 
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forced  on  the  territorial  popniation  h\  Icilcrai  troops 
Tliifi  Wfis  correct,  but  the  srgninenl  could,  ohvioiinly,  inaVe 
no  impression.  The  senate  had  oiilj,  ud  accontit  of  t 
(idiiim,  agreed  to  the  virturl  aniiiilincnt  of  oertam  la 
but  had  never  uanted  to  dratt  thu  logical  coneequeiii 
whicli  flowed  therefrom.  It  uow,  would  not  any  mora  ^ 
than  previotiely,  let  go  the  Icnst  advantage  thnt  bad  lice^H 
gnineil,  and  the  Slteriniui  clause  was  unftccoplohlc  to  i^^ 
clucflj-  bocniific  thnt  clati&c  wished  to  have  the  qac»tioQ  of 
tbo  validity'  of  Uic  territorial  )u\t«  declared  ao  upon  oO' 
but  wiiilu  it  rejected  the  cluufto  laaialy  uti  this  account, 
ufi6ij;ncd  oi  tlie  renftoti  for  it«nfjcction,  the  unc^tifiLitutio: 
ality  of  the  furcher  demnnds  cotipled  with  this  main  om 
and  hy  the  un^ierniisaibleconnection  io  which  the  deiiiaii 
wa«  made  of  it.  The  disreganlingof  tlie  principlcsof  t 
Kansas- Nebraska  bill  \>j  the  Tooinhs-Dniiglas  bill,  the. 
fore  served  it,  as  a  further  cloak  in  this:  wbtle  it  1: 
proved  ils  i-endtiie^s  lo  remedy  all  grievances  whteh  mig 
perhaps  not  seem  altogether  unfounded,  tlm  house 
repreaentatives  refnsed  the  proferred  hand  and  wi>!hed,  hy 
the  eroplojrneritof  unu  nstitiitional  compnlBioo,  to  force 
to  evident  violations  of  the  conelitntion. 

If  the  essence  of  things  were  looked  at,  thie  reaeoni 
put  the  facts  npeJde  dou-n,  but  wiib  this  sophistical  di 
tortiuQ  of  them,  there  >vas  an  iiOrnixture  of  so  luiic.))  tnitl' 
that  many  of  the  honest  opponents  of  slavery  would  donb' 
iugly  ask   themselves,  whether  the  course  of  the   hoa 
could  be  approved  only   if  the    principle    that    the    en 
jnstilics  the  nicftnit  were  ronfemeil  to.     Ilence,  Sennrd  h. 
on  tliii  7tli  iif  August,  mirnittcd  that  he  did  not  exi^ect 
soc  the  majority  of  tbe  house  of  roprbsentatives  hold  their 

>  See  FesM'titleo'*  reniaiks,  Cuogr.  QIoIm,  In  8e«B.,  Ml^ 
App..  p.  1001 
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position.'  On  tlie  few  votiie  wMpIi  wonid  fall  away  from 
Uiein,  the  sinvocrncy  mi>;lit  nalcutnU-,  as  soon  as,  snpportcil 
hy  the  mistakes  of  tlicir  oppoiietits.  thev  had  Ity  their 
ekitlful  innno&uvreB  so  far  brought  (he  more  formal  tide  of 
the  question  in  the  foreground,  that  the  Konuhncans,  if 
tlier  placed  the  senate  befure  a  definite  alk-rnutive,  cuiiKl 
no  longer  cotint  on  the  strong  Knpport  of  all  those  who  !n 
'  tJie  main  had  approved  what  Lad  been  designed  l^  the 
move. 

On  the  IStb  of  Angust,  the  house  dropped  another 
"rider"  intended  to  force'  the  qnasliing  of  all  political 
eniC»,  on  the  asaumace  given  hj  Campbell,  that  no  further 
proBvcution  of  tliem  was  intended.'  Thereupon  Marshall 
immediately  began  to  play  aweet  aire  on  the  ehalra  of 
pence.'*  That  wae  foolish,  hut  this  readiness  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  private  proinieee  ii)a<lc  to  a  representative  did 
not  certainly  allow  one  to  infer  a  bcllieosene^  confident 
of  victory.  It  wonld,  therefore,  have  been  premature,  to 
Rccui^e  Seward  of  iinjtiatifiable  pusillanimity,  becautte  the 
mnjurity  of  the  house  defended  the  Shermim  clanse  with 

<"T  mnit  confew  thnt,  in  nil  qiieAtloos  concemlas  freedom  and 
lityttry  tn  th«  Uitii)-il  SiatM  I  liavo  mod  bousmt  of  repTV«enuilvee, 
vrhea  tirwi;lil  tal»  conflict  wllh  lli«*cniite  oniie  Uuitvil  6 lnl<»,  recede 
too  otLtta  iui<l  rclreot  ton  far  to  allow  me  to  nmumc  Ihai  In  iblscBsa  ibfl 
tWD(0  of  reprpseniatlt-^s  nlll  mxiDlHin  tbe  lil^li  pwltinn  It  has 
asenin«d  witb  AnnoeM  aaO  pcncTnanve  to  tlm  cud."    lli.,  p.  HOT. 

*t}MlbavordlDgof  thocUuM.  Congr.  Qlobe.  IM  Sms.,  Utb  Oongr., 

*  "  I  will  My  itiDl  T  am  MtlAlted  lliAt  no  man  will  lie  prMKnted.  or 
pnabhed  fbr  trrasnn.  now  imprifionpil.  nr  iin<t«>r  nrrAl  In  KnD»u.     .    ." 

Wubbamo  cf  Illinois:  "I  wk  the  g«ii(l«iii(iii  by  what  nutbority 
be  makeM  the  nascriion?" 

CMinptM'llr  "I  say  more  I  take  the  respanBllriJfty  of  saying  that 
I  know  it-    lb.,  p.  JOfll. 

*  "  1  want  in  my  llial  the  Intend*  uf  ilie  ttnion— Ibe  lorera  of  Denes 
—can  Itff^ftihd  Irpor  ind  deeper  bow  thnn  for  moalbH  pmi.  Tbe 
qMClaclo  pciueatol  by  llioM  parties  whtab  etleeu  Uienuclvo  Ui« 
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greater  flttibbonieM  than  the  Democrats  nnd  their  iiativiRt 
allies  luigbc  have  expected.  A  conference  vommittee  of 
the  two  houses  hutl  come  to  no  ftgreemenU  A  fieoood 
committee,  in  tike  manner,  reached  no  result,  and  Giddin^ii 
who  bad  been  cliainiian  of  it,  raored  that  tha  lioii&e  should 
adhere  to  its  rcsoliitioo  vbich  nronid  hare  defeated  the 
approprjatton  bill.  Campbell  who,  as  ciiitirintm  iif  tlic 
conimittvc  on  vrayt  und  means,  exorcised  considerable 
influtiucc  und  who  now  inude  it  felt  in  favor  of  a  discreet 
and  conciliftloT^'  policy,'  on  the  utlier  hand,  moved  that 
the  words  "iusist  on"  instead  of  *•  adhere  t^j"  nliould  Ik: 
used,  \ty  whicli  lueaoft  the  }K>»:^ihility  of  the  Hp]iointnieitt 
of  a  third  confereiice'Coinmittee  was  gained.  Tliia  motion 
was  acceded  to.  but  the  new  conferenoe  achieved  nothing, 
ulthou^h  the  hunsc  bad  dcsi^iled  I'roia  the  demand  that  the 
militia  ehould.  be  disarmed.*  The  eeoale  appointed  a 
fourth  conforoncc  committee  and  adopted  a  resolution  to 
postpone  the  close  of  tiie  eeseion  which  had  been  lixcd  on 
the  32nd  of  July,  by  a  joint  rcftolution  of  the  two  hoiiBLe, 
for  th«  18th  of  August  at  13  o'clock  noon.  Tlte  buniw 
proceeded  to  ta]ce  a  vote  on  this  rcftohition.  Tiie  secretan^^l 
had  juBb  called  otio  name,  whea  tbe  spoakur,  in  wcordance^m 
with  the  reeohition  of  the  23nd  of  July,  declared  the  aes- 
aion  cloiicd. 

Ko  deciaion  wa»  hereby  made,  for  it  was  not  donbtud 

Rreat  p&rtlea  DrihikcnuDliy,  tsnoTel,  alrikiiufi,  aod  vua^nrM.  ThHr 
grcnt  (actional  qUBrr^l  seeina  to  b«v«  Iteeo  loiuohow  atljtiuvd.  nnd  Uii> 
ii««rgoni«.in  oa  uniier  Hunh  niupk-e*  u  to  d«Mrr*,  at.tt  wilt  nv 
(InulM  Hitract.  Inetani  public  sKentloii."    lb.,  p.  SOM. 

■He  Mid  iu»arl7  k«  Die  ISlh  uf  Augufit:  "  ]  tt>)I  gentlemen,  If  tlify 
ioiiit  U]>(>D  lh«ir  prD*tBix><  to  ni\  tlii<>«  bills  under  9Ui:h  clruunietaucca, 
Ibey  eii(lnDgertbp*ucc««3orilirHppn>prislioD  bills.  iu]<]  irltl  rabvitncli 
■  whirlwind  <if  iDdignatiim  aniugg  ibe  laduMrlal  mHas  <  h,  vi  buati  iriii>mu 
d«p«(id  vpQO  Ibc  ■accctc  oTtb*  gi>Toniiii«Dt,  na  bu  bwn  lukDOfrd  In 
lb«  hifllory  of  nor  iMil."    lb .  p.  2003. 

■  8««  ttao  cluuw  iu  ihu  &<w  wunllng.     lb ,  p.  SSW. 
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tli&t  ike  resolntion  ol'tlie  senate  would  Iinve  been  luloplerlt 
if  n  rate  could  have  Ueeii  taken  on  it.  Doth  in  the  senntu 
Jinci  III  the  White  lioiise,  tne  Itefinhlican  pliftUnx  va^cnn- 
sidereil  6iitticirnt,Ij  shfiMered  to  warrant  them  to  look  upon 
their  \ictorj-  as  certain,  if  h  new  attack  was  mswie  irameiii- 
Ately,  and  henoe  on  the  very  Hnine  thy,  a  me^^age  of  tlic 
pretiiilcnt  mllcd  uti  cxIriionliiiiLry  fiCMion  of  congrcsft  U> 
meet  on  ttiu  21*t  ut'  August. 

The  second  eessiun  of  tlie  34t)i  oongreHs  lasted  only 
■bunt  as  miiny  dnys  a^  the  tirtiit  hnd  months,  »nd  its  history 
i^  «o<.>n  written.  The  houtMi  pnai;ed  tlie  approprtntion  hill 
for  the  anny  in  ite  earlier  Ibrra  bj  a  vote  of  9C  againiit 
33;  the  senate  etmck  ont  the  obnoTtion?  clanse;  tho  house 
refused  itsaetH-'nt  to  the  amendment;  the  senate '^ineieted*' 
on  its  re«>olntion,  without,  however,  appointing  a  conference 
coutiiiittee;  the  hou&e  therefore  decliired  that  it  woufi] 
'■adhere"  to  ita  reeohition;  whereupon  the  senate  did  the 
Mme,  and  the  bill  wns  thereby  dropped.  This  was  a 
prelude  to  which  a  certain  drtimatic  eflect  cannot  be 
denied,  but  which  had  no  real  signiticance.  Tlie  thread 
bad  to  be  taken  up  again  where  il  had  been  cut  at  noon 
«n  tlte  18th  ul*  August,  by  the  stroke  of  the  chiek:  on  the 
motion  of  the  »!nate,  the  21i>t  ru)e  of  the  order  of  hnst- 
tiesswas  suspended,  by  which  the  bill  was  restored  to  the 
place  in  itd  deliberations  which  it  bad  occupied  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session. 

During  tlic  following  dajfl,  it  seemed  u  H,  eren  in 
this  way,  not  a  step  further  would  he  made.  During 
them,  tlie  attention  of  the  people  was  clnimed  by  a  few 
short  episodes  which  cannot  he  passed  over  completely. 

In  the  senate,  Weller,  by  a  bill  for  the  amendment  of 
the  Kanwis-Nebraska  act,  brought  up  once  more  for  dis- 
cu«i>ion  the  iiifmnons  lawe,  by  the  piiMiage  of  wltich,  the 
l«rritorinl  l^islatnre  hod  done  tlie  Elnvouracy  bo  poor  a 
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service.  According  to  bis  own  doclnration,  bo  wished  to 
effect  thereby  what  the  I8th  eectiun  of  the  Toonitta- 
Douglos  bill  irhich  had  been  buried  by  tho  hotiev,  hod 
contt.-m{i1at«d.  It  miist  remain  dniibtfal  whether  be  wafl 
morod  thereto  by  the  tiiorHl  iitdignHtiou  at  ihe  laws  (o 
M'h!oh  he  gave  t-iripbatic  expreraion,*  or  vhcther  he  was 
nlao  determined  thereto  by  the  political  considemtiuti  tlmt 
the  RepiiblicaHS  ehoiild  be  deprived  of  euch  af^itaiion 
capital,  and  whether  it  was  well,  In  view  of  the  appruprift- 
tion  bill,  to  raanifest  a  dis[K>BitioD  to  make  eoine  advances 
to  them.  A  doubt,  on  this  |>oiiit-,  could  not  but  be  enter- 
tftinod,  for,  allbotigii  lie  eaid,  ilmt  tho  president  should  not 
liBTc  tho  power  to  execute  one  of  those  l&we,  he  hnd 
neglected  to  mention  the  lawe  irhich  should  be  abrogated. 
Bayard  exprctwiy  declared  that,  although  eoinu  of  the  laws 
in  qncetion,  were  undoubtedly  ehocking  to  tho  moml 
fiense,  he  could  vote  for  the  bill  only  because  it  was  to  bo 
looked  upon  Bolely  as  a  ''dcelaratimi  of  rights;"  to  judge 
of  the  validity  of  definite  laws  and  prohibit  their  enforce- 
ment would  be  an  encroachment  on  the  domain  of  the 
judicial  power,  or,  according  to  circnmsLiincee,  of  ttie  pre«i- 
dent.>  Masun  went  a  step  farther  still.  Ho  said  that.  If 
among  the  territorial  laws,  which  be  had  nut  read,  there 
were  really  any  that  were  niicouslitutioDal,  the  eoorte 
would   so  decide.  ■     la  his  opinion,  tho  senate  wu  ftw 

>  CnnKT.  Olobe,  2A  Sen^  9Hb  Coner.,  p.  ML 

» lb,,  p  30, 

'  Wti«n  BeojAmln  eipr«Bsed  ibe  Bain«  view,  Clayton  aniw^redt 
"We  WMI  llioewtft  redrew  of  ui  immcdialelDgivlulivc  acl,topr«v«Bl 
Iho  oairag«  siid  wroug  iliai  maf  be  lotllcied  by  ibne  iDlqoltoui 
eoactmotiis-  He,  on  ihn  4wnlrarv,  holds  ibiu  w«  most  ti««ds  wtlt 
UDlll  tUn  su|>rt>nie  court  ah&ll  come  here  aeil  vlolcr^  or  prolutaljr  ibi 
quMlluo  coubl  DOt  bv  trind  till  ibo  wipter  AHvt  ilint.  wlien  n  man  niajr 
liMTiMoilMl  two  yean  *t  bard  labor  Tor  giving  auopinlnaona  qootUoB 
orU«r"    IbsP-4& 
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fi\>in  all  rot^ponsibility  in  this  iimttor,  m  the  Iioum:  had 
taken  no  notice  of  tlio  ToQinlj&'IXjuglae  bill.  Cluytoii, 
iude«<i,  claimed  that  the  house  wuiild  yield  itnmettiHtelyf 
in  rodpect  to  tLie  approiiriation  hill,  if  the  eeiiate  agrved  to 
llic  rf|>cjil  of  thwc  UwK,  and  if  ii  did  not  a^rcc  to  it,  it 
wouUI  h&vii  to  biiaru  tlic-  ri^fprm^iiliilitT  for  tiiu  dcrirat  of 
tlmt  liill  w!tli  the  iioiij^e.'  Tht;  !>cnitt«:  ngn-ird  with  Miisnii, 
and  laid  Wullcr'ti  bill  <in  the  tiihli-.  Herein  lay  the 
ittiportuncu  of  tho  rcnvwctl  dificiififiion  uf  tliifi  fjiiodtion,  on 
wbich,  after  the  eiidlijss  dvUttee  in  the  &rU  KMioti,  nothing 
new  could  be  said:  by  thici  vote  lliu  beiiale  gave  notice 
tliat  It  no  lonRor  considered  it  neeofsary  to  make  any  tion- 
c««6ioD8,  ia  order  to  curry  its  rcfiuAl  to  agree  to  tUo  Sher- 
miin  clauee. 

It  was,  therefore,  from  the  start,  an  endeavor,  which 
had  no  protpectof  »uccc«8  whatever,  tliat  Crittenden,  on 
ibc  following  day  (Au^tiit  3&th)  made  an  entirely  dcw 
nicdiatin;^  prup^ilion,  alllioiigh  it  would  have  deserved 
tltu  inobt  KCi-iouK  attention.  Thti  most  material  pruvi«ione 
of  the  bill  were  iheite:  the  territorial  legittlatiire  tu  be 
abolished  and  Kansas  transformed  into  a  territory  of  the 
(-Gcmid  order,  tliat  \s  the  legislative  jiowcr  to  be  exercised 
liy  the  governor  and  the  judges  anil  the  lawt*  not  to  need 
tlie  sanction  of  congreM; — aa  the  reason  for  this  change 
was  only  the  impossiliitity  of  holding  a  free  and  honest 
uleelion,  nndor  existing  circiimstanc-es,  this  moile  of  gov- 
ernment Ut  liiHt  only  unlit  the  condition  of  atfaira  in  the 
territory  allowed  congrei>8  to  take  tlie  uecesaary  stejM  for 
the  tnui><r<iriti[ition  of  the  territory  tnUt  a  state; — the 
lawB  of  the  territorial  legislature  in  conflict  with  the 
or^'anic  Law  or  tlie  constitution  to  be  in  this  way  aus- 
pc-iided,  ns  it  was  proposed  to  suspend  tliom  by  the  Toombs- 
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Dotiglu  or  llie  Weller  bill; — tlie  praaldeOt  ftq'lie  re4)iiire<l 
to  employ  the  troops    to  prevent  all   dfBtnrlMTtce  ot"  tiie 

[Xihce  ill  Kan»ig  unA  to  etxleAvor,  by  all  confttiititiotml 
inenns,  to  prolcct  tmvel  to  rtnci  from  tlic  torritnpy  against 
all  illegal  obstnictioii.  Tlii*  bill  too,  wrtninlj'  gnT«  riwt 
to  many  •well-irtun^leJ  objections  and  not  only  with  re»p«*i 
to  what  !t  vontHined,  btit  e?[)ecinlly  witb  respect  to  wbar 
it  passed  over  in  eiient'e.  It  was.  however,  beyond  aduuM, 
more  impnrtial  than  any  piMpo»ition  vthidi  lia^l  l>eeh 
hitherto  miiilu  ami  nlTorilotl  at  luit^t  lh«  poMJbility  of  fin- 
ing time  to  that  the  mthition  of  tlio  pmbletn  might  Im 
jjiren  by  actual  circinuBtaiicefl  now  in  priM.-L-M  of  tlvvf1tij>> 
inent  or  that  eiiub  a  solution'  might  Ik;  funnd  by  the  way 
u(  Ifgi^lutiun.  But  even  if  the  bill  liad  not  made  l}iu 
ingeiiiiuiis  demand  of  the  majority  that  ther  should  aban- 
don the  princi]il«  ttf  non-intervenllon  eompletely.  all  «m. 
eideration  of  its  proposals  wonld  have  been  ahBolulaly 
c'M-hided,  since  thuy  were  bated  on  the  8up[H>«iiioii  that 
lK>th  parties  hniio«lly  desiKvl  to  como  to  an  L-tjuitalite  svt- 
tleraent  But  the  senate  wasnowas  far  from  entertainiug 
eiicii  a  wish  ai  it  hadever  Itecn.  As  it  had  laid  the  in- 
com|>arably  more  harmlc»^  Wcller  bill  on  tiic  table,  it  wa^ 
eelf-vvidcnt  that  the  Crittenden  bill  would  aharc  the  Mtntv 
fnle  at  it«  hande.  Its  resoltitiun  vrm  ii-rev<tcably  fitnnod 
(o  fight  out  the  fttriiggle  on  the  iiasift  of  the  ShL-rraBU  elaiue, 
and  uot  to  alluw  it  to  depend  on  an  ap^wal  to  pnbUc 
ojiinion;  but  to  force  an  iniinedinte  decisiou.  that  it  to 
'ke>-p  the  hoxiK  in  Washington  until  it  Tiehle<t. 

On  the  jjrevifins  day,  the  hom^v  had  rewilvwl,  by  ■  vole 
of  110  ii^ainiit  7tl.  that  the  epE-ak^r  and  the  preridtnit  of 
the  senate  slnmld  adjourn  tungreM  nine  die.  It  utu  an 
em]>ty  deitKnifttnilioii.  Tlie  Imuse  Imd  n<i  means  to  cunt- 
pel  a  c]ue«  of  the  eei^sion.  If  tlie  «ena(urs  wanted  to  tnake 
the  gaeritiee  of  remaining  in  Waehinffton  the  remainder 
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of  tlieliot  90«?oii,  the  representative?  woiiM  have  to  »nl'- 
init  to  tlic  eaine  uiHrtvrdoia,  or  puix-luuc  tbeir  relcnse 
Mritti  tUe  Sherman  clanee.  The  senate  va^  iio\r  in  a  situ- 
atioti  to  be  al^le  to  actiicve  a  complete  victorv  hjr  ftittiiijj;  it 
-out,  and  it  made  it  easier  tor  itself  to  sit  it  out,  by  he.i;in- 
iiiii^  to  persiia'Jc  tlie  politically  naive  and  ncrvun»  timt  it 
was  thus  kaving  the  country  from  the  terrors  of  civil  war. 
Ikrtijiiiiiin  lurtcd  IIS  if  there  was  no  longer  any  <{ne.'tiun 
tliat  the  Kepnblicans  were  systematically  planning  a  etril 
mur,^  but  he  Ibrgot  to  say  how  that  end  waii  to  Iw  accntn- 
pliisheii  by  rpfuBin;?  to  iipproprinte  monej'  Ibrthemippori 
dl'  the  Hrmy.  Seward  wiu  itirtninly  rjglit  when  he  »aid 
Iliat  l^njamiti  diil  tiot  even  see  ppeetrcii  but  only  ])n>teiided 
to  see  them.*  His  aHHoition  was  so  sensele&d,  tlint  it 
o.'idd  be  nmierstood  only  on  the  aesnmption  tliat  he  wit?he<I, 
hy  his  cry  of  alarm,  to  increase  tlic  excitement  among 
Uio  people  in  onicr  to  exercise  fnrth«r  preseure  on  the 
huuw  of  reprefentatives.  But  of  this  there  was  no  longer 
any  need. 

The  ttrliberalions  of  the  new  conference  commirtee  led 
to  H  negntivti  result,  which  was  of  importance,  in  mi  Ikr 
as  it  r«>nioved  nil  ilonbt  as  to  the  true  position  of  the  t>en> 
ate.  Oil  the  further  pruvl^iunK  of  the  chinsv  nothing 
mor«  WHS  said,  Iteeaiise  the  repretontatireti  of  the  eeiiate 
h«d  declared  tiiHt  They  would  not.  under  any  cirt'Uin&latiees, 
agree  to  t}ie  demand  that  the  einpUiymeut  of  the  feileral 
troop*,  in  the  execution  of  the  territorial  laws,  should  be 
prohibited,  Uniiter,  in  hie  ruport  to  the  eenntc,  defended 
lhi«  al>«o1ntc-  rc-fu^al,  alleging  that  the  demand  was  mudo 
in  the  form  of  a  "  rider;'*  and  he  exprce^ly  titatcd  tliatita 


'  "  1  »»r,  tir.  I  (i»Te  nM  gn  in  the  country  oo  ilielT  \»»w,  hwans*  It 
h  one  uf  civil  war.  TttO'  «^l'l  ^^*  ^^  "»  '''■i  ia^'ti?;  ihty  wilt  luc- 
(.■«ik1  in  rMllii!;  u|>  thctr  cItII  war.  if  we  tiljoum."    lb.,  p.  iH. 

'  lb.,  r  50. 
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sulwtniice  was  inch  that  tliv  i^hnte  coulil  hot  tliinlc  nf 
granting  St.>  Seu-ard  ri-pli«il  tlinc  this  was  h  iKririH) 
declaration  that  tlie  eenntti  w<iul(l  gii-e  |>eace  to  Kanen^ 
only  on  condition  tiiat  it  wonlil  ■<i]rren<ier  frwdoin,*  Tin- 
antriitlittilneeti  of  the  fretjuently  re|^«te«l  aefiirance,  timl 
the  pacification  of  the  territory,  in  accordance  with  the 
dcmanda  of  equity,  was  wiF>licd  far,  was,  indeed^  cli'ar  a» 
the  ion,  eincc  it  vrae  iinccinditinnally  iiittistcd  on  that  tho 
luwe  of  the  turritorjr  inclusive  of  tlic  infaTiiinie  and  Mtuxly 
lawH  which  tJie  senate  itself  hud  ctindcmned,  should  be 
executed,  ij"  the  cifalurt-a  of  the  Hurdcr  HnlHana  wliu 
were  iu  oftice  and  hniiur  asked  that  they  bhuiild  hecnforcwl. 
Gut  the  repn>^nt)ttiv«g  of  the  senate,  in  the  conferLMire 
committee,  had  aGte«l  entirely  In  conformity  wItJi  the 
tntentione  of  ihc  eouatc.  Tlic  hoiisu  dhipiM-Kl  all  it* 
other  demands  nnd  reiiiictid  the  8liermiin  cIdum;  to  the 
provjeion,  that  federal  troo]*  should  not  bo  employed  to 
enforce  tlic  territorial  laws,  liy  a  vote  yti  to  7  votes,  the 
senate  struck  out  the  ]>ro\-i£o,>  and  the  home  approved 
the  etriking  out  of  it  by  a  volu  of  101    to  US.     Permis- 


•  lb.,  [>.  S&. 

^"P«ace!  Tki^  senate  will  g)v«  ptace  to  Eamu  now  od  ooe  con- 
dition—I  li:tt  KarnuiK  tvill  mirrpDilt-r  rrevUom.  rikI  nrce|ii  lUvfry.  Is 
llieiv  anyiliing  nevr  in  llij«  pro[>milionr  la  tt  OM  lhev«Ty  prrvposlllnn 
tlinl  you  niiide  wb«n  yuu  piuc«(1  1ti«  KBiiHW-Nvtmi<ii»  Inn  T  IT  the 
peai)li>  of  Kauu*  vtunld  liiiTe  acc«ple(l  sl&v«r^',  tli«y  luuIU  have  linil 
pi!ac«  111  lti«  hunil*  <>r  (-»Qgre*4  <tieiil««n  iniintlii'  ago,  nnO  llic'r^  wouM 
never  liave  been  a  lunrii'iiler.  oreveii  aliosille  loirmlrT.  from  Mt&f>o(iii, 
wilbLii  tliB  territofv.  Th»y  )iiiv«  alwoyti  bail  lln'  O|itioii  orprai-r:  ll»*y 
bave  il  now,  IntleiwDikntty  ot  you:  (li^y  bare  only  lo  Mrikv  Ibe 
colun  of  IVv#«loiD.  uDil  nm  up  Ibe  blitck  lUgof  ftlHi«ry.  and  ibKf  it|iuD 
peace,  onler,  ami  truiqiillUiy  will  relga  tlii'oughtitit  tlie  imlriei  ibpy 
havo  cLodco  for  tlicir  alNxlr.  Ayr,  uitl  Ibe  loninr  Uiot  >lumy  vliuM 
last  iberi*.  down  lo  ibai  period.  I  know  not  bow  diMnnt.  wb«ti  lbi» 
African  nice  iUAlf  *)iiill  rUn  to  aimiH  iti  own  w|onf>,  tb»  nittt  and 
more  iiroTooiKl  will  be  ibe  peace  Ibat  will  prevail  Ibeie."    Ul,  p.  00. 
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won  wns  not  granted  Wbitncy  to  introduce  a  bill  which 
iu^pcrided  certain  territorial  \a\vi,  and  a  rc&oliitiuti  mtived 
by  Grow  Ut  injure  thu  eafcty  of  persons  iinprisnnol  for 
uJleged  high  treiiMiti  wwt  not  hrouglit  to  a  rote.  On  Ibc 
same  Atty  ( Aiij;n&t  30),  tlii'  KC«eiun  Wtt»  cli>.ieil. 

Tlie  uuorgttiiififid  opponents  of  the  »liivocrncy  liad  strug- 
gled with  unehHkon  tirmncss  aud  a  waichfiilne»s  that 
never  tired,  tor  two  iimntha,  until  tliey  had  carried  tlie 
election  of  tiieir  candidate  for  speaker;  but  althoiigli  their 
orgnniKatiMii  into  a  gr^at  parlv  liad  been  accomplislied  in 
tlie  meantime  tliev  Imd  a^^liievcd  oiraply  nothing  in  the 
Kansas  qnc^tioi),  liecnii^e  now,  at  the  la*t  moment,  a  few 
heartij  hiul  gronn  weak  iind  a  few  arms  were  paralyzed. 
The  legislative  result  of  the  nine  months  session  of  eon- 
grcM  was  in  this  regard— nothing.  But  thie  fact  is  no 
measure  of  its  pulitiml  rei>iilt,  Tlie  ''tinality"  declarationa 
and  the  proiniee^  of  uteriiul  i>ence  which  had  acted  as  god- 
father  and  ^odniuther  tc>  the  Kanea^Nebmaka  hill,  had 
Ijceii  afforded  ii  euinntentary  written  in  words  of  thunder, 
i^iiice  the  daj§  of  the  AVar  of  Independence,  the  Angel  of 
Liberty  of  whom  Seward  had  recently  spoken  had  nut 
eai-eered  aorosR  rho  country  with  such  a  mighty  riieh  and 
tiaupiug  of  wiu;r«;  yet  he  came  nut  as  a  messenger  of 
peace,  but  as  a  henild  of  jttdgment.  Tho^e  wlio  had 
fongitt  under  hi«  standard  had  been  defeated,  but  no 
flouikda  of  jnbilation  pas^>d  tlie  lii>s  of  the  victors:  in  the 
eyea  of  the  dcinnguguus  glowed  the  dismal  tire-  of  tlie 
gambler,  unshakable  rciAoIiUion  Hashed  out  of  those  of  the 
cnnvieted  ^lavocriiti*.  and  on  the  knitted  brows  of  all  Mit 
not  the  gladness  of  victory  but  provoking  defiance.  Tliey 
knew  that  tliey  had  won  nothing,  but  only  repnlsetl  an 
nltaclt  and  that  the  Imttlu  wouhl  l>e  i<enewe*J  more  liotly 
to-iuorrow  llmn  it  bad  niged  to-day.  The  tnimeiliate 
reprefteutativei  uf  the  people  had  never  before  niailo  *o 
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powerful  nn  effort  to  eliHkc  otf  tlio  clmine  into  viik'li  t 
elavocrAcy  bad  cast  the  coimtry;    it  liAtl  never  l>eeii 
ditticnlt  for  tlio  Miiatc  to  premrv-e  for  it  mcrclj  wliat 
slavocraej  iictiiiilly  pnsscfeed;  nor  Iia'I  it  ever  bec-ii  so  rei 
tnin  tliiLl  it  uuuM  not  enjoy  ito  victtirjf  m  BiaglL-   bm 
Tbe  one  question  which  hail  l>e«n  the  jNitiir  point  of  tU 
wlittle  session  u-nii:  wbut  can,  uluit  »boiiliI.  wliat  inaet 
do  for  bletilin^  KaiiAHs!     Aud   the  Mfiiatc  had  rarrit'd 
ineaHUn-  ubieb    iiieHtit    that  the  atieu-or  to  it  sliuiild 
eaiegorieally  and  nnconditionally— riothing.     The  f«ry  oC 
ptilitJeal  tut^mitiii,  the  Ininc^iitattons  of  woiiieti  and  vhihbe^^J 
the  oathi^  and  ciir«es  welling  up  from  tbi*  iniiioBt  bcitrtt;  I^^^ 
nion,  the  roaring  of  llie  flammt,  tbe  wliUtlingof  Itnllet^, 
the  groans  of  tbe  wonnded  and  the   ilentb- rattle  «f  tlic 
dying — »uch  vc&d  the  reply  to  tliat  answer,  Wme  by  t 
vcatcni  H-iude  to  the  fartbuet  extremes  of  the  land. 

At  Uie  very  luoinent  that  the  tirBt  session  of  tlie  34:' 
Oimgreea  oloseit  witbont  r(.-«nlt,  Kitb  {uirlie^  id  Kansas  li 
returned    with    redoiibted    energy    to    the    wild    darn 
Donglaa  held  the  Jiepiiblican»  alone  reepottslble  for  tlil 
To  accuimilatc  bloody  capital  for  the  pivBJdential  electr 
they  luid  caii»ed  an  army  of  invaniun  to  U>  recrnited 
Iowa  by  Lane,  an  army  wbk>h  had  made  it«elf  lueful 
tlic  state  el(x-tiune  by  il1v;ral  voting,  antil  the  news 
llw  apprupriatioo  bill  for  the  army  had  nut  been 
and  that  couj^re^s  had  a<lj\>»mcd.  j;avo  tlieiii  the  fic^al 
tlirow  themselve*  on  the  territory  which  had  for  mon 
enjoyed  tbe  profound  est  peiirv;  never  ajrain  would  trouble 
in  KaTijiaa  have  t>een  beard  uf.  if  tbis  band  of  inccitdian>» 
nnd  murderers  bad  not  broken  into  it,>   Dout^'i^  pofiseeeed 
in  the  fiillefit  measure  the  happy  faculty  of  forgcttin] 
the  right  moment  wlmt  il  did  not  suit  luui  to  icmani 


>  lb.,  p.  5L 
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[eiiowfDi;gottIiut,  at  tliceinl  ot'Jiily,  Uietoiningof  amied 
tm migrants  hnd  awukunud  thr  Tear  in  giinvnil  Stititli,  wliu 
had  liad  chief  ixiinitiiiiKl  uf  tlie  t'eilenil  trfwpK  in  tliv  terri- 
torj  liince  the  l^^tot'  Jiilv,  tliiit  the  dance  would  toon  be 
started  ajrain.'  He  I'mjZitl  fiirtlit-r  tlial  colonel  Sumner 
liftil  refRirt  uii  lliu  lltL  ut'  August,  the  gtvut  disBacisfaetioii 
uf  the  Mi»«ounan8  at  the  fact,  tliat  t)ie  troops  not  only 
lield  down  the  free  state  party,  but  wished  to  put  an  end 
lo  their  own  business''' — a  remark  which  was  wry 
ungraciously  received  by  Jefleison  Davie.*  Finally  he  for- 
got that  governor  Sb&uiion,  on  the  tame  IStb  of  August  on 
H'hich  the  tatu  of  apprupriiitioi]  Itill  for  the  army  was  dc- 
oiili-d,  hud  ii-nt  in  h  is  rueignation  to  t)w.  pn-«i(lL-ut,  ossigtiinj; 
ae  a  reaitoD  therefor  that  hu  had  neither  thenccvBeary  moral 
influence  nor  the  nKjuisite  military  power  to  preeen-c  the 
peace  of  the  territory.*  The  dociuiieiit*  wliich  had  not 
Iwen  published  at  thn  lime  were  prubuhly  not  before  hitn 
in  full,  hut,  considering  his 'relations  to  the  adminUtratiiJii. 
ihey  Were,  Wyond  doubt,  known  to  luni  in  Nnb^tance;  he 
could  in  any  event  l>e  informed  of  tJieni,  and  an  he  could 
he,  he  had  to  be,  if  he  wished  tu  hurl  eiich  a  frighlfnl 
ehnrge  against  tlio  Kcpiiblicnne.  And  even  if  be  kaevf 
no  more  than  was  known  to  every  reader  of  the  news- 


'  II«  wrii^  to  lieulfuant  cntonel  B.Tbomu:  "Id  ihe  lerrilory  of 
KaniBi  ilicre  have  bpi>ii  no  iliKltirhiitH-oN,  liiu  oinijt(»iiiii  nrw  rMiiiinK  tu 
armed,  aa  Ihougb  Ili«y  ver&  jirepflr^l  In  bei;ln  nguin  when  an  oppnrlii- 
Dtiy  offpT*."    Sen.  Dtic..  Mth  Conjrr-.  M  Si-m..  Vol.  III.,  No.  5,  p.  (W. 

)  U#  writes  to  eolooel  CVxiper:  "The  >iissnurians  «-«re  twrTMlly 
tnlislV'l  M>  loDj;  a«  thA  troop*  were  employed  cxclruir^ly  airalnki  Ibe 
fire  iiaie  pniiy;  Imt  when  Ihey  louod  Ilial  I  would  bp  slrictly  impsr- 
(ill,  llial  Inwlm.  nwh*  coiilil  iio  loDj-fi  rame  trom  Mluotirl.  and  itiat 
llicir  tnl«rreKiiv«t  witlt  llie  ikfTnire  of  Kniisa*  was  brought  K>  ao  vod, 
tliea  Utey  iiiimeKli»i»ly  ni^t^ii  a  Imp  ami  try  that  ibcy  were  opprFa.-ied 
lijf  the  Uoll4>J  Slalea  iroi>iJ9."     lU,  p  M. 

'  lb.,  p.  OO. 

•  HeMHge  and  Documents,  I^M-ST.  I.,  p.  60. 
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[)ii)>«rs,  he  waa  siiflicieiitlv  well  infonned  of  tbc  r«ml  con> 
Oition  of  things  in  the  territory  to  be  fnlljr  nirain?  that  his 
ficecription  misrepre-M'nti-i]  the  trn«  state  of  nffitirB  not 
onlj  bjcnormoufi  exnggeratlon  and  nnreittrirtcf]  inirention 
Imt  wito  hy  thv  fnct  tluit  hh  jM-ru-il  IihJ  tnnsfi>rmf«l  tlie  troun 
of  wolvei  of  tlie  law  and  imler  party  into  n  herd  uf  pastur- 
ing lAinb». 

DonglnfiV  charpj  was,  howrwr,  lij  no  meanii  bawlosft. 
The  Pree-8i>il«r»  lind  now  really  lieen  the  dtntiirbers  of  tlie 
pence,  and  Although  no  OcNininentAry  pnxif  of  the  foot  can 
be  prodticed,  it  may  be  aesiiined  tJiat  tlieir  bre«kiii^ 
loose  hnd  a  direct  connection.  If  not  the  oniiecti'^n  al[e]i;f>J 
by  Douglas,  with  the  action,  or  ruthcr  with  the  want  of 
action  of  congrciw  in  rc«|x:ct  lu  the  slavery  quntion.  In 
I,nne*6  90-callwi  "nrmy."  then-  wius  »  larjrp  niimlwr  of 
fatnilieii.  and  it  hud  not  RrosticJ  tlic  Uniiiidnrlcft  as  a  M'liil 
mass.  Tlic  l>ody  of  immignints  led  hy  Lane  personally 
nntiilierod  at  ttr»t  32o  men  and  60  wuincn.  Of  tliMc, 
hotrever,  only  alKint  iMie-lmlf  came  to  KanMU.  ljecanM>  on 
the  Way,  llireu  parties  wert-  left  behind  U>  e«tablibh  lowna. 
Tliii  idono  proves  beyond  adnitbt  that  they  wore  real  settlers. 
and  not  inen-enarieB  of  Uie  Itepnbtiean  parly  who  were  t".> 
work  for  FreinonlV  election  by  incendtarisin  and  mnnler. 
A  comparison  of  the  dates  shows  fnrtber  that  they  hail  not 
waited  for  the  close  of  the  session,  and  that,  thereforo,  the 
acts  of  violence  committed  by  thotn  c»uld  not  1>c  explained 
by  the  foolish  iIhi»ion  tliat  the  fcdcntl  troopo  would  have 
to  iinntaliatcly  disapjiear  from  the  ata^  bevanso  eongreaa 
had  not  [«»»e<i  the  appropriation  bill  for  (he  urmy.  The 
aeriiiion  had  clo^  on  the  Ibth  uf  An^^iiet.  but  the 
[inmlgnnls  had  arrived,  on  the  lltli  of  Aii;;n9t,  in  Tu|wkn. 
and  on  ttie  folhiwing  dity,  the  tirst  8lnig;»lB  Iiw]  taken 
place  at  Franklin.  l*]ii*  attack  ou  the  jMetuiiu^IerV  huu* 
uai^,  a*  general  Sinitli  atnted  in  a  report  of  iht*  2tftb  ot 
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Lnn-ast,  to  tlic  ndjiiUrit  geiifral,  prril>:ibly  occasioned  hy 
the  wish  to  get  pusse^Kion  of  the  anna  wliicti  wtTC  stored 
ia  it.*  2iot  because  no  money  lim]  Itecti  tippropriuted  for 
tiie  mail)  ten  anou  of  the  army,  but  becausu  tbe  senate  did 
not  wnnt  to  adopt  tlie  Sliennan  olsuM  and  congrette  had 
<luiie  Dutliin^  to  iTiKiire  tbe  Fi'ee-Solldre  tbeir  rights,  or  to 
give  tliein  anjr  guarantees  for  the  futnre,  did  tlioy  now 
came  to  blows.  Tliey  no  longer  doubted  that,  as  had 
been  taid  months  tigo  in  congrc8»,  the  proeidoiit  and  the 
«enate  would  abide  immovably  by  their  re«olntion  to 
fully  redeem  the  drafts  iMued  to  the  «lftvocrRey  on  Kansas, 
and  that  therefore  ii«iicc  in  the  territory  would  wmu  to  a 
clow  aa  sooti  a«  people  bciiune  convinced  that  tbid  contd 
not  be  done  without  new  acts  of  violence.  But  they  did 
not  want  to  purchase  the  eecitnty  of  their  pro|>orty  or 
their  ijerAona  by  fctriking  the  flag  of  liberty,  to  nseSuward'n 
ex]>res»ioQt  nor  did  they  wi*h  to  wait  until  it  suited  their 
opjNinent*  to  den!  tho  la*t  blow.  They  therefore  took  ttie 
initiative,  and  helped  themselves,  ttiat  they  might  enter 
on  the  struggle  which  Imd  become  inevitable,  as  strong  as 
possible.  Bttt  erery  ofieiisii-e  blow  of  the  Free-Soilera, 
even  if  it  were  mneh  more  hnrmlci*^  than  the  attack  on 
Franklin,  o.'uld  not  but  u])i*et  the  peace  c«tabli.*hed  by 
colonel  K>nrancr  with  bi^  dnigoons  like  a  bouse  of  cards, 
lu  Franklin,  the  Free-SoilerB  were  the  victoni,  after 
they  had  ^et  tire  to  tlie  [>06tma&ter'a  liuiiee.  hut  it  was  u 
Itnitlee*  victory,  as  their  ojijtoneiitt*  had  taken  mimy  pris- 
oners. On  the  i4tli  of  August,  about  20  pro-slavery  men 
— among  them  the  Cuban  lilibuster  Titns  who  lind  been 
wounded — were  taken  prisoners  by  a  jtmrty  of  scuiua  from 
I^wrence  in  the  npighbnrhi>n<l  of  I^cnmpton.  Shannon 
«-aiiled  to  have  them  libcratetl  by  force  by  a  division  of 


*  8m.  Doc.^84lli  CoogT.,  8rd  S«M.,  Vol  111.,  No.  5,  p.  17. 
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dragoons  nnder  Bedgwick,  bat  the  latter  declared  tliat  Uio 
order  could  not  l>e  carrir<l  ont,  and  tlie  neak  gOTemor 
agreed  on  the  17tb  of  An^iiitt  to  n  coinpiX)iiii«e  in  vbicL 
itiere  was  even  hwe  Imnor  than  in  the  first  I,awrenr«  treaty. 
The  priiKiiiers  wt^re  exchanged  and  Luwrenci!  got  back  tlm 
cannon  whidi  had  been  talcen  from  it.  The  mnrder  of 
several  Fre«-Suilers  on  the  same  day  ftluiwed  what  vnlnu 
vas  to  be  aecntiod  to  the  miitnal  proniisuB  to  Rnipond 
hoetilitiee. 

General  Smith  did  not  draw  frora  the  Brrangeinent  mado 
between  Slmnnun  and  the  citizens  of  I^^Tence  the  t-on- 
clii&ion,  that  the  eventa  of  the  13th  and  Hth  of  Augu»t 
^honld  have  no  further  consequences  The  fact  tluat  he 
collected  all  di5{:<o»ihle  troops  Hi  Fort  Leavenwurtli  did 
not  warrant  that  hope,  becan»e  1ie  expre»8ed  the  view  that 
it  was  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Mi^ouriana  to  prutcct 
their  friends  and  relatives  in  the  territoi-y.>  The  Mi»> 
Bourian^  had  always  claimed  »«  iune]i,  and  tliuC  these 
fanatice  of  dnty  and  tlie  law  would  not  too  EcnipuluiuK' 
mark  off  the  iMmndariea  to  which  the  commander  of  tlio 
fctlerni  troops  acknow)cd^d  their  nj;ht  to  go,  was  nn> 
noQDced  by  their  leaders  and  their  pre^s  with  »o  innch 
empbasis,  tliat  cvcu  the  must  aanguiue  could  not  lull  thciii- 
eelvee  into  illusions  of  peace. 

The  Dews  of  tlic  doings  in  FrankliD  uud  Lcconipton 
Spread  with  the  ewit^ness  of  the  storm,  but  fancy  and  bail 
will  had  made  out  of  tlie  unexpected  bla»t  a  raging  eUirm 
which  swept  with  imesistible  force  over  tlie  nnfortiinato 
par^  of  law  and    urder  nntti    it  reached    the    Miaauiiri 


'  la  t]i«  report  Ui  CdIobyI  <^cA[i*r  Kbov*  qnoUHl.  w»  read;  ■■  1  <1» 
not  think  it  wt»  prop«i  lo  preveM  citiit«Dt  frt>ui  llip  neiKlitwrlor  t""*- 
tlifrof  Minwniri  i:ninini(«vwi'»  aiil  anil  pii>t»ci  iIiHr  rvUtivM  ami 
fVieDdfi  fVom  lh«  »<tuftj;e8  nfTer?*)  hy  ili»  paniee  Innni  T.awreoe4  nifl 
To|>«ka.    Os  Ibo  coatr(u>',  I  klioiild  cnuKiJcr  il  a  dulv  thejr  cnml" 
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Firet  of  all,  of  ocmi'se,  Atcliijon  nnd  Stringf^l- 
\VW  nrsbod  to  the  alariu-l«lL  ^Vliile  "  geii<-ral "  RicUard- 
&on  did  not  call  ont  the  militia  until  tbe  IStli  of  Aufiuft!. 
tbeir  6»mmvD&  to  battle  was  eent  thiviugli  tlic  country  oil 
the  IBtli,  with  the  terrible  tidings  tlmt  Lecompton  vnft 
tahen  and  tli.it  the  drngooDs  liud  been  beaten.  They  (lid 
iiftt  call  in  rain.  The  whole  liorder  waa  as  buey  as  a  bee- 
hive when  its  teiiatits  are  on  the  point  of  «witriiiing.  The 
crowd  of  rcscHtTd  and  avengers  grew  larger  everj  honr, 
.iiMi  every  newspapcT  numliep  increased  their  impatience 
and  their  nige  hy  exaggeration^'  and  senMitional  doeortp- 

>  Smith  too  ffiitdiD  Ihfl  tame  report;  "Sliuouri  baa  been  etcll«il 
bj  reporU  «aasK^ral«d  10  Ike  tiiKlicsl  degree." 

'The  Aryut-Ertra  cUnf*  \iith  \bt  follawlog  appeal :  "CIllMntinr 
PUtIa  County  t  Tbe  war  U  upon  you,  and  ut  your  vrry  iloom.  Amii.e 
yaaneUtb  to  Pjwedy  vengejpcp,  and  rub  out  iba  blimily  Irultitn). 
ItKollMA  Ibai,  aliliougli  tliiit  nulioly  ami  imnutiirul  war  it  carried  od 
ia  Eansaa,  It  U  agikinM  y^u  nm!  y<^ur  m%litutir>nii.  By  a  prompt  uiid 
figorouf  HTtion  yovi  may  put  ii  rtuwn  aud  invv  the  t'nloa;  bul  if  you 
Iny  supinely  on  your  backs,  and  allow  tbe  blacic  li'tason  lo  got  u  firm 
buM  in  KaoiM.  you  will  find,  wl^en  it  is  too  lute,  ibat  you  biiro 
allnwrd  ilie  ROldea  innment*  lo  p«u.  ami  a  Ioiik  anil  bloody  irar.  In. 
idlviDg  nil  lh«  «iiu«M(ir  tU«i  l'ni»D.  will  l>e  initiigunii^d;  and  lh«a 
ynu  will  biive  lo  flgbl,  not  fur  your  ri);bts,  bul  for  yiiurvriy  existeoce^ 
not  Tor  Ibv  Union  nnil  ci>n>iilnlioo«fnr  Ibey  will  bHve  been  deairoyed 
In  the  ouii«l— but  for  oome  u>rt  of  an  exUloncA  among  tbi!>  niitioD*, 
eilbei  u  rUvra  or  atijcct  dcprndent*  ol  roinr  puwer,  pertiapH,  of 
Europe.  While  you  are  inert,  lUe  powers  of  the  I'nion,  uortb  ami 
tootb,  will  bo  alowly  mustering  for  the  migbly  ontlict  thai  Is  i<> 
f<i!low:  And  all  Europe  will  look  on  witb  Hiilinfin-iion  at  llin  lennina- 
itfio  of  tbia  rvpublic  dd'I  Ibe  «nd  of  (bis  liberty.  Rouse  up,  ilien, 
■nU  atnwclfl  tbe  demon  of  diauuiou  iind  dotruclion.  PatriolUtu  ud 
Ibe  love  of  country,  law  nnd  liberty,  demand  h  ni  your  handa." 

The  Rlcbmond  I^Ai'^  printed  u  leuer  of  .F.  A.  IIuirh«aoa,  a  Vir- 
KJDlao,  f^m  Kiwetu  City,  of  tbe  Itltb  of  Aui^isi,  la  whkb  we  read : 
"Col.  McCany  and  all  our  fnlht>  will  lenvn  tniiishL  We  will  co  In 
Ibta  lima  with  a  force  fiifficlent  to  Hean  out  Kantaa,  you  may  r»ly  nn 
ifaal :  nnd  litis  attack  will  miike  Kiiivta*  a  iilave  Mutv,  bfyimd  oil  doubt. 
Iji-I  me  issure  you  that  Hiiaourians  will  never  i!;u  into  Kaiiua  agalii 
wtiltoutdnvlnKouttbelaataeouodrel.     Il«for«ekglitdayiibav«ctap«od, 
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tionit  of  vfiat  likd  liH]ipe]iod.  "TliU  time,  we  tniist  go  tu 
work  iti  utnieHt,  for  balCway  measure*  aiwl  furlMMininre  stp 
a  crime  HgHinm  onitE'Ives  and  agatnat  tite  fnion" — siieli 
was  the  wiiniiiijj  uf  ibu  press,  siil-Ii  the  «s*iirance  of  tl»e 
leaders  aud  eiieli  tlie  vow  taken  with  wild  oatlie  by  tlie 
patriot  hand  U-lund  tliem,  a  band  which  nmler  the  inrtn- 
■t'lice  of  whiskey  was  capable  of  th«  ntmo*(  deviltsbiies*,' 
Tlie  invasion  arniv  niitod  in  Kan^ts.  which,  br  the  25tb 
■of  August,  Lad  grown  to  115U  iiit-n,  cbvse  AtcbJ^on  for 
its  com  iiiandcr-in -chief,  and  started  for  Kansorg  in  two 
divisions.  Wtiotliwn  who,  in  the  tii<^iittine  (Aii^.  21).  >u 
acting  governor,  hod  called  out  the  militia,  iMueU  a  pnicla- 
raution  which  declared  the  territory  in  oj>en  rebellion. 
General  Smith,  in  hi«  report  of  the  SDtb  of  Angtut  to 
the  adjutant  grneml,  •;:Hve  expression  to  the  definite  ex 
peelation  that  the  army  of  invasion  wonld  be  incorponi 


Jllnotirl  will  «PD(I  tn  five  Ihrni^nd  Bonl«r  KnniaRS.  uid  thej:  wltt 
never  Icuve  »*  loDK  fta  lliere  1»  lui  abulilivnist  to  tbal  twaulirul  IcrrI 
loty.  They  linv«  l»*a  'tlirr«  Iwicp.  itotl  lli»  ihlnl  time  will  I»)1  lliv 
tain.  Nolhing  U  •lur^'r  now  tlina  Ihal  Kkosob  will  lie  n  «lari*  atAir. 
Wlitle  1  am  «ritia;  Ibl*.  (laj  County  la  aeotlla);  dvm  500  men,  who 
ar«  now  crwiaing  at  tlila  piK-p.  lic-ndnl  bj-  cNih>D«l  Duniplum.  Platl? 
<!o(inty  will  BiMMt  300  bhso.  Had  Jarkuw  Count}'  lOOH. 

'  See  tor  imtaiico  the  Argnt-Kztnt,  dalwl  tt'edrftn.  kng.  18, 1S36, 
cnpipil  in  lb»  Sen.  I»oc .  841lt  C:^sr.,  Snl  S#»i..  Vol.  III..  If o.  3,  \,^ 
75-17.  Aefonling  lolbtedMcritMioa,  sv^-^m)  f'^llli'nit-ni*  -mm  an 
plfiely  dcBiroycd;  black  aiuoke  from  burnlDK  liiiililiDjr*  iw>»  lu  «i<*r 
<llrM-ti<in;  Tlina  vmt  killed.  fWrrMarj-  Wnodsoii  »\\\»vt  ilcul  or 
[•r)iiii>-r,  «k1  I.«i>injHii>  w»»  liiimt^  down.  "  Oovcriior  Hbaomi 
vliim  tut  lieani  fVom.  bad  flcJ  frnin  L«c(»iiplon,  nixl  iriia  wnixl 
log  Irix  way  un  TiHit  toniiixla  Hip  MImouiI.  To  Kiim  a|>  tb*  «b'<lr 
tli«  facia  ire  th«>sei  The  wltolo  pro-sluiery  parly  touth  of  Kaw 
rl*er  have  ^-IiIim  l>wn  killed  or  Iwtp  HH  l<iiilact>4i(r  aalVly.  All 
tbn  pwwlarpry  l«wns  in  Doiigla*  roiiniy  IiaT*  I>p«b  plllnfwl  aod 
tl(«tri>y*<l.  wott*a  bar*  IWivn  Tin)iili>il  boij  cLIMrrtn  ilrirt-a  (Vi>ni 
liomv*  to  makr  muui  for  lilnndy  ronn»tiTii.  RoliinioQ  ami  ib« 
liriMiDPraIn  tli*  cuntntly  or  tbe  In*  bare  been  rucUHl,  and  tlie  rvim' 
*>r  ttnvM-  ba*  been  i*ga  orly  Iii*.inll«il  " 


^ 
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o  militia,  then  proceed  to  an  attHcb   hoi  iiw'oi  witli 

» resolute  ppgistftiioe.     V\'ith  regard  to  tlie  laet  point,  Alchi- 
t»n  and  Woodsou  were  crtdcDtty  of  tiio  tame  opinion,  for 
tlie  latter  asked  for  rcinf»rocmcnt«,   in   a  procUination 
issued  Ibc  Miinc  day,  und  tlie  latter,  on  the  let  of  I>eccti)- 
ber  ardervd  liuulfuant-culuiiel  Cooke,  to   rvduce  Tupcka, 
rilti  the  fcderut  drn^^ooiift.*      Cooke,  however,   refused  to 
ibey  the  order,  tiiicii  it  refjiiircd  innnediate  wmron  Topeku 
rliile  the  inarslial  liud  never  }'ec  met  with  resistance  wlien 
Jeral  troops  accompaiuied  him.' 

Tlie  Charleston  Standard  wne  written  to  from  Atchieon. 
jti]iia«,  that  the  trooi^s  collected  at  Lecotnptou  were 
intended  to  defend  the  proiierty  of  the  United  Stntos,  but 
wonld  tiut  interfere  in  ttio  Atrugglc'  Was  this  correct, 
and  how  was  it  to  be  iindoretood'!  Iliid  Cooke  actod  in 
accordance  with  the  intentions  of  his  eupcrior?,  and  could 
the  limits  which  were  not  to  be  OTer»tepi>ed  by  the 
fcilend  troope  Im  fniuid  in  his  rofiieal,  without  any  more 
Htulo,  tu  treat  Tii|K!ka  nit  a  hostile  city  which  mu«t  Ik-  cnn> 
Bqncrcd,  or  wen;  thooc  tr<M»|iti>  to  l>c  lieiiceforth  assigiicd  the 
IHirt  of  idle  and  wholly  itiipartinl  Kpeclutomt 

fc(iene^^l  Siiiilh  told  Hdjiitaiil-genvral  Ciiuptfr,  in  a  report 
f  tlie  lOlh  of  September,  that  in    ICnneaft  there  were  not 
lerely  two  |>artiefi  opposed  to  one  another,  Unt  lluit  four 
groups  had  to  be  dislin^iiiEhed:  the  majority  of  the  citiitHna 
by  whom  the  legislalnre  had  Iwoii  elmftcn.  ihn  Fi-cc-Soilurfi, 
th«   Missonriane   nmlor   Atchieon,  and  the    rabble    who 
^b«iiiglit  a  livelihood  by  criminal  vaj'rancy  under  tlio  cover 
^nf  a  political  name;*  the  eituatioD  of  the  territory  was  u 

>8tii.  Doc..  Udi  Cnncr..  3rd  Se».,  Vol.  III.,  Ha.  .1.  p.  »t. 
Mli..p.»2. 

*Th'!  iMler  w  priotttl  lo  Ibe  N»w  York   Tr4t»m»  at  Sept. !«.  IKS. 

*  'A  [Mfiy,  ul  llip  titiMT  of  vrliif'Ii  i*  11  fiirmiT  wnnlor  fmin  Mifc'mirl, 

nd  wblcli  I*  cotnpowd  In  u  (jreui  (wn  nl  ciiizeDs  (rum  thai  state  wlio 
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inttft  diecoD&olate  o]ie,i  for  with  a  few  exceptions  in  the 
iirst  claBS,  these  parties  had  not  onlj  oompletelf  lost 
respect  for  the  law,  but  had  even  abandoned  all  honesty. 
Tliere  was,  therefore,  eutficient  reason  why  the  troops 
elionld  not  be  allowed  to  stand  aside,  like  idle  gazers.  In 
accordance  with  the  statement  that  the  main  lK>diea  of 
the  hostile  parties  should  be  kept  in  check  while  tlie 
troops  were  concentrated  between  Lawrence  and  Lecomp- 
toii,  it  had  to  be  assumed  that  Smith  did  not  intend  to 
permit  the  troops  to  act  in  that  capacity.  But  it  was 
hard  to  find  a  confirmation  of  this  assumption  in  the  fact^. 
On  the  Ist  of  September,  tlie  Border  Ruffians  had  thrown 
themselves  on  Kansas,  commanded  all  males  able  to  bear 
arms  to  enter  the  law-aiid-order  array,  driven  the  obstinate 
out  of  the  city,  killed  four  persons,  burned  down  several 
houses  and  compelled  fifty  of  the  inhabitants  to  leave  the 
territory;  and  the  general  had  inactively  looked  out  at 
tliese  doings  from  the  furt.  Cooke  was,  therefore,  evidently 
right  when,  the  day  before,  he  told  major  Deas,  in  a  letter, 
that  he  suspected  his  presence  eiicouniged  the  militia  and 
others  to  couuuit  outrages,'  and  the  militia  and  Border 
Kiiffians  judged  the  situation  correctly,  when  they  looked 
upon  the  ]»roximity  of  the  troops  as  a  covering  of  their 
rear.  Smith  might  not  have  intended  this,  for  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  10th  of  September  to  Cooper  above  referred  to. 

Iiiive  come  into  tliis  lerriiory  ariuei].  uoder  the  excilement  produceil 
liy  reports  exuirge rated  iQ  nil  cases  and  id  many  absolutely  falsie,  form 
llie  third.  Tliere  is  a  foiinli,  coiii]"ised  of  idle  inen  congregated  from 
viirioas  parts,  who  assume  to  arrest,  punish,  esile  and  even  kill,  all 
lliose  whom  they  itssiime  to  be  bad  citizens;  that  is,  tbose  who  will  not 
join  tbeni  or  tontribute  to  their  maiatouance."  Sen.  Doc.,  34(h  Cone., 
3d  Sess.  Vol.  III.,  Xo.  fi,  \\  W. 
"■  .  .  .  tlie  territory  is  rarageil  from  one  end  to  the  other." 
'  '■  I  s\i8|ieci  that  my  presence  encourages  the  militia  and  others  to 
commit  outrages," 
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ie  Btoied  not  only  tlmt  the  attack  of  the  MiBSonriftos  on 
•Dniwo  at  OsAJiwatomitf  wan  h  gniNsiy  unlHvrlnl  act,  bnC 
Ifiirtber  tlmt  tlie  aesitilaiitB  Imil  i>iirn>n<lej  all  claim  to 
[coasideration.  But  as,  aeconling  to  liiin,  the  tbtrte(>n 
Trcf-SuileK  who  imi)  lust  their  iivt>5  in  the  etriiggte,  did 
not  deserve  to  hv  luotiruud,*  he  could  not  very  severolv 
hlnnie  tlio  wickod  vorld  if  it  dunbtdl  hi$  impartiality  and 
tlie  purity  of  big  intenlious.     If  he  really  was  not  able,  as 

Ilic  ciaimod,  to  pi-cvcnt  the  ti»ht  at  Oe^uwutninie,  and  if 
the  miuv  wu«  true  in  regard  to  tb»  IiCHV«inn'orth  utitra^e, 
the  concuiitrutioii  of  tbc  trciu|>s  Iwtwvcn   Lnwronoo  Hnd 
1,/woniptan  was  of  a  wry  proMt^inatie  valne.      If  he  mh* 
rt-ully  liMi  weuk  to  check  thi^  endliMs  terror,  tliere  w.t.s  nut 
macb  gained  l>y  tlic  prevention  of  a  collision  t>ctiiveun  the 
two  main  bodies.     Bui  if  he  failed  to  c1i<*irk  (hat  vndleiift 
^B  lorror,  solely  hecaiiiie  he  was  too  wi-ak  to  do  eo,  vhj  did 
^Plie  Kay  that  it  waii  iiiineue^sai'y  to  call  out  the  militia  of 
other  8tiLte«!     What  whr  to  l>e  expectf!d  from  the  militia 
of  the  territory  hr  bad  told  plainly  enouj^li  in  IJu  report 
of  the  21>th  of  Aii>(»^^  I'lid  now  the  declaration  that  there 
WW  no  need  of  the  inilitia  of  other  states  was  immediately 
ifolluwed  by  the  annonnoemcnt,  that  the  territorial  militia 
r»bcinld  be  eubjectod  to  a  complete  reorganization   which 
ehould  prvceUu  tla-ir  ci>mplctu  ditibandment. 

Tlii'M;  rCMfliilioiie  in  rcsjicct  to  tlie  militia  of  neighbor* 

ing  tilates  and  of  ibe  teiTitriry  had,  as  the  rKiH>rt  etitted, 

been  taken  in  agreement  with  governor  Geary,  who  had 

.Tenelitid  Leavenworth  on  the  6th  of  September,  but  this 

only  made  tbe  mal.t«r  Kiniiiger  still,  sincM  (tearj   painted 

|tlio  conditio!)  of  things  Jn  even  iiiui*e  sombre  i-olors  than 

ll^mith.     Ht<  corroliomled,  tu  tbe  fullest  extent,  the  lejmrt 

that  Eaneas  bad  fallen  under  a  reign  of  tciTor,  hut  he  laid 


1  ••  Tliou^  tk»r«  ift  ootliiag  to  r«$T*t  »  lo  Umm  irlio  tuffend." 
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the  1)1ani«  oliicfly  on  the  B<'irder  BiifBimi,  the  idllftla  vmI 
tlif>  tcrriUiriul  atticiaU.'  Strange  tlierefore  as  it  vis  ibac 
he,  DO  more  ttian  Smith,  wished  to  take  adrantage  of  the 
[>ornii»£iun  to  mnbe  a  re^itiisitiun  of  the  milittii  of  the 
neifthboriog  states,  this  expl&ined  why  he,  in  n^rv4.'tnent 
with  the  genernl,  looked  upou  the  diebiaDdineut  of  Chi' 
tt-rrit^mal  militia  ta  abfohitetj  neoesttrjr.  Bat  Uit 
dcfigu  to  (fielMtitl  ihcm  met  with  the  mutft  Ueoidcd  n>ftUt- 
ance  in  the  While  llouee.  "VVithutit  tnlting  tim  ali^litesC 
notice  of  what  had  been  done  up  to  the  l»t  uf  September 
b_Y  the  Mif-soiirian*,  Jffft;r»on  Davia  hud  given  inslnietioii* 
to  the  truui>B  on  the  3rd  of  Seplemlier  to  proceed  without 
hesitatiou  or  indulgence  against  the  Free-Soil  peujile.* 
He  now,  in  ansver  to  the  report  of  tlie  ^nenil  of  the  lOtJi 
of  Septeuiljer,  said  that  the  delay  cansed  hy  the  disband- 

'  Thi>  Tcry  ■laf  lt«  Brrir^  in  L«BT«Bvortb,  fa«  wm*  to  Mvxyi  "I 
Ami  thsl  I  bavQ  aot  ftimpljr  to  ttnttra-l  Knalnst  Uuiils  «f  uBietl  niRlMM 
Bud  brlguds.  wboae  bo1«  aim  «a<l  end  U  BSsutlnatioD  aad  mblwr?. 
iBfatDAled  adhwvBia  tad  advoeaies  of  coBtlk(Iii)t  political  Mniiro«oU 
ftixl  liicsl  Inslittnioos,  koA  evil^>poa«d  pereons  nctaued  by  a  iImIiw 
to  obtain  eterated  pMllloaa.  bat,  worst  of  all,  upiinxt  Ui*  iailti#nc»  at 
m^a  wbo  have  b«-»B  pluod  ia  ttulliorily,  mmI  lt«T«  rui|<li>ff<l  hII  lh« 
ileMfucUTe  ag«Dl*  ■round  Ibein  lo  proatule  ibeit  hwd  |M>nimil 
InMTMU,  Mtlie  Marine*  of  «T*ryJi»t,  hoaorBlil«  *nt!  Inwfnl  rtnahlvr- 
rIImi.  •  •  •  Tb*  Iowa  oT  JL«*T?aworUi  ie  bow  in  tht>  haaila  aC 
vmadbadlciiof  men,  wlH>,liavuiglM>eo  earoUM)  u  mlliiU,  p«n><>trait> 
ontrtgmoflb*  mnti  mtfocintH  cbancier,  tntder  sbadnw  nf  iiuiIi«Htf 
from  the  terriuxia]  gorenuDvaU  .  .  In  botaled  or  ctmotrr  pUcM. 
iioinui'«lirf>Eswa».  Tb»  roaili  nre  AIImI  wiib  nnneil  nibiwn,  aad 
tuurit«n  Tor  mer*  pltuidvr  u«  •>■  dull/  orfanvm-e-  Alw^it  «vefy 
farnihou»«  i»  ileserUnI,  and  nu  trnvcller  baa  ib«  r^nietll.v  to  vrnlur« 
upOB  ih«  htcbKij-t  whbont  an  Mean."  HuMmfft  *ad  Dmpurmbu. 
18S8.5T,  Ljip.  8«(,8a. 

■"Tb*  fonitioQ  »ttli>!  iQsurgcm&,  as  sbowo  bgr  yoax  leuvt  asd  li» 
•tocloaurei,  )a  Ibal  of  open  reli^lllon  airnln*!  Ib^lan^aotlcoBiiilltitltnal 
aiitliorlllM,  wllbaueb  iBaalfM.lalit>B  ff  »  pur|>o*etu^iTi)d  iteraxiMluB 
fsn  tl)<  Uad,  a*  no  loascr  jU6iifl«»  rjnbri  lir^Iialt'ia  or  linlulgsDCB.'* 
^«o.  Doc.  Ulb  Crngt..  ad  tteia.,  VuL  III.,  No.  3.  p.  t». 


tut  of  the  ini]itia  wuiiM  leave  pcncrnlile  citizens  utipro. 

iti'et«(l  atid  Would  d(i]>i-ive  the  gov4>riiini'iit  of  the  i>ui»jbi]ity 
oC  viiwiicaliiig  the  lawB  in  im  exeinplhrv  n  ni«nn«r  ne  it* 
honor  and  dignity'  d«mand«d.  >  JJt:ctin&e  WoodM>n'8  decrv'e 
had  trauerornied  the  invasion  army  of  the  Border 
Itat)ian£  from  Mii^fiouri  into  the  inilitia  of  Kaiinu,  the 
iidciiiitt^tnitiun  ineietcd  that  it  was  a  very  »erric«itble 
tool  to  restore  the  authority  of  tho  law  wbicli  had  been  over< 

'  llimu'ii  and  to  give  pciiou  to  Kant^a^,  although  tlie  governor, 

the  geiioml  ciiiiiiiinndiiig  tlie  federal  troops  and  his  subor- 

Idiaatc  oSioens  cmjdiatintlly  asiterted  they  were  a  disorderly 

Ihand  of  politintl  faniitict;,  unpriiiuipled  lul venturers,  hnu- 

I'ditH  and  iiicurtdiuriett.  Piertie  »iiil  Iiia  cabinet  were 
refolved  neitiier  tu  see  nvr  hear.     lEi?eder,  Shannon,  Geiiry, 

^tiuinner,  Smith — ail  bad  cuine  into  the  territory  as  devoted 
(ercants  of  tho  HdniiniBtration  without  any  «ynip«thy  for 
the  Free-Soilerii  and  to  6ome  extent,  violent  opponent*  of 
them.     But  none  of  them  had  been  able  to  <:-nn'y  out  the 

|i)i)iicy  of  tlie  administration,  and  one  of  tlieni  after  the 
oilier  wu»  forced  by  facto  that  cried  to  heaven  for  vengeance 
to  bear  witne^B  against  that  policy  and  ite  parlieana.  Ittit 
the  president  answi-rud  all  the  more  stubbornly:  I  ehall 
ni<t  yield  and  I  Khiill  not  let  go. 

In  an  autlicncf  wiiicli  he  granted  to  the  National  Kan- 
aaft  Committee,  Pierce  peraiKted  in  the  old  claim  that  the 
tXanBOS  Aid  Societies  luul  caused  all  the  miHcliief;  they 


>  "lotitfUclionBor  ibe  »xeeiillve  far  tlie  complete  arftanlzdticia  of 

I  of  tbr  territory,  aad  Ihc  BUlliorily  given  to  ihv  gcDflml  com* 

M$  to  aiiikf  reijiiLililoD  for  siiOi  of  tlml  lullliln  mi  lie   iiii^lit 

r<>(|Uit«.  <Uil  nol  look,  iiJid«r  U10  circumtUuicv,  to  ihn  tM%y  inctdvni  (o 

B  tuml  ilUlinii(Iiii««t  oad  new  urganiiiulua  i>ril)uiitilU!a;  and  it  is  to 

\if  kiu^ii  tlist  wilb  lliP  tim«  tttuii  iMil  will  puw  tlir  ajtiturlimil)-  for  lliitt 

jrull  {irolci^liop  or  iiDotfeuJIng  citise'aM,  *d<I  Tor  iliAl  exemplary  vin<li- 

l^stioB  or  Ibp  lupremnc]^  of  the  Ihtdi  wliicb  ilie  rrpuiatiira  tin>il  digolty 

>r  tb«  goTcrameat  denund."    lb.,  p.  83. 
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lind  fosterGd  the  spirit  of  rebellion  in  the  territory  and  Uie 
mpuIalioQ  was  nuw  reaping  vilint  they  hn*!  eoKti.'  Tliv 
t-omniittce  was  of  opinion  th»t,  as  the  preeiilent  htul 
declared  his  constitutional  powers  were  exhaiiiteil  and 
order  not  vet  rostowd.  it  was  proper  to  investigiitc 
whtillier  tho  cjiuku  of  the  troiiblE^  was  out  Lo  he  found  in 
the  laws  of  tlie  territory.  Fierce  nnswinxKl  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  enter  on  thediseussion  of  tliat  qneiitiun,  where* 
upon  the  committee  remarked  that  to  wh»t«\-ur  cau6e«  il 
was  to  be  ascribed,  the  condition  of  tilings  in  the  ten-itory 
do6cd  all  deecription;  and  it  therefore  asked,  whothvft  in 
view  of  this  iiiiduniahic  fact,  any  eliaii^  in  thu  p<>li<T  of 
the  adniiiiietraliun  wiis  Ut  hv  expected.  "No,  ii ire,  there 
will  be  none!"  woe  the  answer,  and  with  it  the  conver- 
ealion  ended. 

All  that  the  spokesmen  of  the  Blavocracy  and  thefr 
northern  partisans  had  aaid  of  the  spirit  of  impartiality 
and  concilinticFn  which  had  dictated  ihe  ToumW-Donglo^ 
Ijill  and  the  other  progiu^iti'tna  wIiil-Ii  came  from  the 
elavocracy  innst  he  rend  in  the  light  of  this  lihint  angwer; 
and  in  that  same  light  mnnit  l>e  read  all  the  denunciatiuni 
glowtnjf  with  moral  ftnd  ]mtriotic  indigniition  of  the 
'•  revolutionary  "  Sherman  ctatise.  Fiertre  made  good  in 
part  all  that  had  heen  loAt  in  the  house  uf  repre«enlnlirv« 
to  the  cause  of  fi-oedom,  justice  and  truth  in  politics,  by 
the  faiiit>hearEcdno«&  of  a  few  op]>on6iits  of  the  ftlATocraoy. 


*  "K&Dsu  Ai«ll  Socipiim  bare  l>G«n  actively  Mlrrlait  op  rebellion. 
A  r&cilousaptrli  ainnn;r  tite  people  of  Kan »«  rfliiH>cilnf[  {iHltiii>li>nt 
which  Ibex  iiml  not  hurc  coacemml  tli«mwlvp»  ntjoiii,  anil  wliirli' 
would  &11  bnvecnme  rlgbl  in  ikine,  nrigluuttMl  lli»  iroublo.  'hie  uiif 
r«ring«  or  the  penplo  mte  nt  Wifijr  nvta  K^kiiig.  and  tb9  1«|*ii|Ri*t» 
rrutis  of  tlio  gnapotriler.biblp.preacbltis  wbk'li  they  iu*<]  Itieir  «a|k- 
porieis  at  tlie  norib  bire  ndvoceted."  See  Uie  raittt»ndtiU  of  Sept.  <- 
1850. 


PIESCE'b   AH8WEK.  tt35 

This  answer  of  Pierce's  was  the  most  effective  speech 
delivered  for  John  C.  Fremont  iu  the  electoral  campaign 
oflS5& 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


ruE  rKt'^JiDESTua  election  op  tssa. 

Tbe  impre&fiion  mad«  by  the  defeat  of  the  frinidii  of 
freedom  in  the  hotiMr  of  r«prcecntattve#  vi'a?  not  tu  proper* 
tion  with  thr  fx[ient]itiire  of  endursnoe,  furte  ttid  pASt^iuD 
in  the  tftrjggle.  Tlic  people  did  cot  uaderestiRMte  dw, 
impurtiincc  of  that  defeat,  but  tlie  deWtes  in  coiigres* 
irere  drowned  bj  the  noise  of  tbe  preGidential  catupai^ 
Jio  one  8iippo^  thut  the  i^sne  of  the  cftinfiaign  depeiwled 
on  the  re*nlt  of  this  parlUmeotary  iitmpgle,  and  wvrr 
one  knew  that  tlie  riotorr  which  the  slavuciarT  had  iiuw 
whicved  in  the  cApitoU  oonid  not  be  tanwd  to  aecoQiit  in 
n  derifivp  wny,  aniens  it  trinmphed  in  the  prHUdeottal 
election  aUu.  In  the  Mime  tneaAiiru  that  it«  ivpiveeatAtitres 
and  parti^ne  in  congre^  had  become  mote  confident  of 
vict.>rT,  it  became  more  aodonbted,  by  the  c.tiirse  of  the 
electoral  CHtn|«i^.  that  it  would  not  exervifea  dopreFeiD;c 
clfect  on  the  FCopiihlieant,  but  wx>ald  ntber  c>pHr  them 
oDWurd,  if  the  hou»  of  reprc«cttlatire«  rlfi.-cloil  nuthini*  in 
Um  KiTiw  queetii>n,  and  hence  tbe  great  paritamcntafj 
batUe*  fo  fitr  as  the  itnportance  of  it«  lioal  nanlt  was  coo- 
«emed,  shrank  more  and  mure  to  the  dimeneioiu  of  a 
mere  aiEur  of  adraaccd  guards. 

Fillmore  was  in  Enrope,  when   be  was  cboMO  by  tbs' 
nalivi«ts  of  Pbil»del[^)a  as  tlieir  stoodonl   bearer,     lit* 
letter  of  acceptance  ilated  Paris.  May  SI.  was  mftde  np  of 
oommoDphure*    as   emptr   as    tbe    declaratioos     of     tho. 
National  CoudcU.     On  bis  irtnni  lo  Americn,  lMweT«r,j 
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im  ouiivinirtHl  tliiit  tie  roil  I  (t  nut  refit  satUfitHl  with 
tliut.  An  llit>  Xiitiotml  Cuiiiiiril  and  tlie  n;itiniial  tMiivenlion 
of  tlie  Know  ^'utliiugu  luni  pruclainiuit  tlieir  absence  of  a 
lirof^ramnto  and  as  lie,  who  did  not  belong  to  tlie  partj  Ht 
nil,  liftd  thereCurc  to  take  the  place  of  a  progranimc,  the 
Ijoople  had  of  couree  to  licai-  Iroio  his  own  mowlli  Iiow  he 
woiild  hftvo  his  candidacv  iiiniorstood.  The  old  Whi^ 
■tould  not  Imve  foryotlen  bow  itrculty  IK-nry  t^liiy  hnd  hurt 
iiiiii^elf  hy  trvinjr  to  work  lor  hi»  ukvlioii  by  private  Ict- 
tera  whicb  wore  jiitcnded  for  the  public,  and  from  the 

-histoij-  of  the  last  prcdidentiiil  camjmijfii.  he  had  certainly 
learned  &»  well  as  others,  whut  great  HdvantH^e»  a  purt^ 
mn^  draw  from  the  silence  of  its  candidate.  Hence  it  wa» 
presumably  not  empty  loquneity  and  a  want  of  iippreciatloii 
of  the  demands  of  i>ropr!ety.  but  disjigroenble  necessity 
which  determined  bim  to  try  to  gnin  votes  for  bimnelf  by 
making  profession  of  his]M)litical  faith  on  several  occasions, 
wlicn,  under  other  t'ircnmgtanees,  a  few  phrase*  would  have 
«iiffie*xl  and  would  huve  served  hU  interests  better. 

Ae  he  had  been  uoniinatcd  by  the  Know  !Nvtliin;;s  h« 
bad,  of  eonne,  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  Knoir- 
^otliiTigi»iii.     An    express  dcclnintion  tbiit   he  approved 

,tlie  natirist  endi-HVors  could  not  be  avoided,  because  lie 
not  a  member  of  the  order,  bnt  for  tbe  same  reasoit) 
and  especially  bcctin^e  lie  wns  to  be  tiie  candidate  of  all  the 
conservatives,  ho  should  not  have  identiHcd  himself  witli 
iL  Tito  tasl:  was,  therefor?,  not  an  easy  one,  bnt  in  an 
address  at  Newbury*  he  performed  it  in  a  manner  which 
pineeil  hie  diplomatic  skill  in  a  powerful  light.  *' Know 
Nothing,"  «'Siini,"  "Jack,"  "Sons  of  Sires"  were  naraea 

["which  were  still  nsed  only  by  opponents  of  the  party,  the 
mcmlers  of  which  culled  thcnigelvcB  "Americans,"  and 

[i.i\i6  fact  Fillmore  knew  Low  to  turn  to  j^od  account.    The 
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Know  ]Sotliiiig8  conid  believe  Uiat  lie  ae^ociated  )i!m«elf 
iinre!>erveJI,v  vrlth  tlicm  when  lit)  eaiiJ:  "  I  am  an  AinerJ- 
cjin.''  and  citlicifi  oiilv  newled  to  coiislnie  tlie  wordit  in  the 
general  Mnae  in  wliicli  it  wa«  true  (>(  tlivnitwlves  aleo,  iu 
onler  to  uke  no  otfeiie^!  At  it;  tlie  former  found  in  the 
mldicion  "and  with  the  Ainericaiw"  an  empluitic  eou- 
liniintion  of  the  preceding  nniioiincemcnt,  wlule  the  latter 
interpreted  it  itiily  ub  nn  expreasion  of  a  liertMin  ceneml 
fijiiipiithy  with  nativist  tendencies.  Tlie  explnnationt- 
wliicli  i'yllowod  WHrrniited  the  JHtter  view  at  leael  us  tnil«h 
a£  they  did  tlio  former.  They  began  with  the  einjiliatic 
MBurancc  tliat  ho  would  open  wide  the  door  of  the  od/lum 
'^f  the  United  Htiitca  with  ita  rich  hlcseinj^  to  the  oppressed 
of  every  conntry  and  would  tolerate!  kI)  religioUB  cod- 
vietlons,  htit  would  oppose  the  iihnso  of  religions  urganl- 
lation  for  political  endi*.  Whether  be  approved  the  pro* 
script  iiiii  <if  the  CiithoHca  coil  Id,  then?fore,  not  bo 
ilievovered  from  llieivu  ulterHnceK,  spite  of  their  eiiiplimie 
nntitre,  for  it  was  not  Htated  whether  tlie  Cntholies  liad 
been  gnilty  of  bucIi  nbusa  On  the  wcond  main  point  of 
the  Know-Xotliiiig  prognunme,  he  expressed  hiinftclf  jtif^t 
AH  emphiUioally  uiid  jueC  a^  ob&curBly.  Tliut  tl)e  full 
rights  of  citizcni^hip  ehould  not  be  granted  to  immigranis 
for  "ft  proper  eeftfcou"  had  never  been  qtiestionedt  and  it 
Itiwl  from  the  Hr^t  been  £o  determined  by  the  naturalization 
laws.  Hie  only  rineetion  was  how  imuiy  years  were  auelk 
••a  proper  suaaon,"  and  on  this  ho  Baid  notliing.  HencCt 
from  the  fact  tliut  he  was  silent  on  that  fjiieiirion,  tiuthitur 
ronld  he  made  out  of  the  concluding  dcchimtion:  Ameri> 
cans  will  and  bhonld  govern  America  independently  of  ull 
foreign  {V.)  Induonca 

Fillmore  had  shown  himself  a  master  of  the  art  of 
using  lan^^iiage  to  concenl  one's  thongbie.  but  he  \vt\s  very 
for  from  employing  it  on  every  occasion.     The  speech  h« 
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dclircped  in  AIImhv  on  tlie  27tli  of  Jiine.i  waa  of  a  pUin- 
ncM  wliicli  uiiioiig  newrly  li»lf  llie  people  properly  causM 
more  surprise  mid  itidirrnatioii  tlinn  the  plirase«  of  bis 
Xewbury  bjmwcIi  wrlikrh  pni<l  wnnplimetits  on  every  hand 
ftod  allowed  any  inlerpretntion. 

In  AlWny  lio  brought  tlie  Kepublicans  to  judgment. 
By  the  simple  ni»iiieuvre,  to  eay  nothing'  obont  tbcir 
principles,  bo  u-a&  able  to  take  the  eainc  point  as  tltey  bud 
taken  for  the  starting  one  of  hia  review  of  the  situation, 
and  to  allow  liie  reasoning  to  end  in  a  Matenient  which 
oven  the  tnofit  mbifl  Fire- Eater  of  the  south  might  approve 
witliout  reserve.  While  he  declared  the  agitation  of  1S50 
to  havo  Itcen  nniivoidabic,  he  ascribed  the  present  ooe  to 
the  pCTAonnl  ambition  of  Donglaswith  whom  the  Kansa^- 
?Cebn«lia  bill  had  oripi nated. >  The  interjei-tional  remark 
that  this  Hgitiilion  tbr(.'ateu(>d  to  pnxluce  a  civil  war,  ho 
then  \itvt\  H6  a  means  to  help  him  over  all  the  disngreeablo 
eonclusiona  which  llow«l  from  that  asMrtion,  mid,  wilii- 
ont  any  coniioctioi)  with  what  had  preceded  it,  to  give  tho 
iu«ur«nc«  that  he  hod  the  prcscrvntion  of  the  L'nioa  more 
at  heart  than  anything  cUc.  This  wae  followed  by  the 
allegjition  that,  fur  the  fii-st  time,  a  [mrtv  had  liikeil  it* 
two  candidates  for  the  federal  eiicculive  from  the  frco 
states  and  wished  to  elect  them,  by  the  votes  of  one-half 
of  the  Union,  although  they  would  have  to  govern  tlie 
whole  of  it.  Ue  next  a6ke<l  whether  the  ICepiiblicnnK 
could  be  BO  foo1i«h  or  so  insane  as  to  Bup|.>ose  that  the 
■onth  wontd  consent  to  he  governed  by  snch  a  proMdent 
luid  proved  that  that  would  never  be  the  case,  by  asking 


*  Printed  in  lh«  N-  V.  Triitin^  oT  Jub«  30, 18SB. 
*"But  it  la  for  ynn  lo  say  wliellier  tli«   pn-srnl  df>Ital]oD  whtctt 
nuw  ditlmctH  iliv  cnuaiiy  nod  lliTviiifcif  rivil  vu  b»*  not  luxiti  rm'k- 
I  leatly  KDil  WBtit'>n1y  prodiiMU  bj  the  adoplion  of  a  u«wur«  to  aid  ia 

Uie  perioDal  ndvnticomcDl  of  lla  aulbor." 

= 
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the  farther  qnection,  wlietlier  lli«  mirth  vonid  iiibmit  if 
the  south  defilared  that  only  slaveholder*  eboulJ  be  presi* 
dent  aud  vice-prcBident  mid  ohote  them  excInRiveljr  Iij 
sontliero  vote«.  And  he  ended  bv  nsking  whether  th« 
liepnblicans  hud  not  become  guilty  of  iijopaI  hi(j[h  trwwon 
when  H  was  so  evident  that  their  victory  tould  lead  only 
to  the  di6ru]»iion  of  the  Union,  to  anarchy  and  riril  wnr, 
Fillmon.1  WBfi  in  hia  twetity-cigh th  year  aud  hod  jti»t 
entered  oti  thu  politicul  etngc  an  a  fellow-aclort  when  the 
Hiirrishiirg  convention  nominated  John  Quincy  Adams 
and  Richard  ItuKh  as  its  caiididiitc:*  for  the  presidency  and 
Tice-prcBi()«ncy,  and  the  latter  had  received  in  the  election 
as  many  electoral  votes  as  the  fonnei;.'  American  poH- 
ticians  are  wont  to  hare  80  good  &  memory*  for  t»nch  fartti 
that  it  would  have  been  eurprUing,  under  any  circuiu- 
Ktanccs,  if  Fitlmorehad  forgotten  this.  A«  he  had  accawd 
the  Uepnblirnno  of  moral  high  tream>n  and  Imse*!  the 
char^  on  the  allegation  that  the   two  cnndtduteii  for  tlie 


■  All  tb«  more  weight  wu  lo  be  atucbed  lolbls  precedent  as  AilunS' 
biniBPir  liad  repeHledl;  and  empbKliciitlv  u«rriiNl  Utat  tl  wu  not  to 
be  M-cummriicbnl  to  take  two  caadldati's  Trom  ihe  aorib.  Am  earlj  u 
M»y.  1*24.  IliMli  hid  l»*n  proposed  far  Uiftrlc»-pra>Ideiic>  by  Pliimer. 
tad  Adams  said  or  lb«  prAjMMition :  -  Tbe  obJ««lioiH  lo  Rtub  ■« 
Tic«-prMidcat  vridi  ■  oontiem  preeideni  Tr«re  lo  ubtng  botii  the 
ofBcers  from  noD-jlBvelioIdlu([  aiaieH— both  From  Ibe  natue  great  ho> 
lion  of  ibe  country"  M«m.  of  J.  q.  Adams.  \I-,  p.  882.  On  UteMl 
flf  Juuory.  ItfdS,  ha  writee  Ed  hlsdlarj-;  "  He  (Ruati)  bImi  apokeof 
tliF  nomlnaitoo  of  blEoaelf  for  (be  Tice.[)rp»ideii<-y  at  the  recent  IIV' 
ristiurg  canreDlioD,  and  «at)iiired  what  mj  {mpremiioo*  were  m|MCt- 
log  iu  lie  aeid  hie  own  cr>unte  In  retalioa  lo  it  would  tnucb  ileptstnl 
upon  my  vtewa  and  (lin*e  of  iIh>  oi'tnbers  of  ibe  idnUBUiiation- 

"Ilold  bim  candidly  that,  ao  far  Kt  I  bad  been  con^itlled  tty  lfa« 
fricndaof  lb«  admlnUUttlioa,  I  bad  lulvined  tbal  Ibe  srlM^tion  *kniiU 
bf  mude  of  a  cititen  reaidlD^enntli  nf  Ilie  Piitninac.  TbiH  btH  heeo 
flilly  .•nnftbliTB.I,  and  bad  nltlraaiely  been  judgeil  not  indiap'^n'iudite. 
Tbp  HiitiiiburiccooTeoiloB  buiriQ^  mode  tite  numitinit«a.  I  h'ljed  tt 
would  be  uolreraalljr  accejued  and  aapported."    lb,  VIL,  p.  lOU 
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federal  executive  Imd  never  j-et  Lecn  taken  from  the  free 
r  stxtes,  it  could  only  be  supixtbed  tliHt  he — tiuiess  he  did 
H  not  at  all  comprehend  the  moral  reapousibilit)-  which  he 
'      thereby  assumed^ — had  relVcthed  hie  memory  on  the  his- 

(tory  of  all  i)rcvioii«  electoral  cainpttignp.  What  eotitd  he 
now  answer  n'heii  tlie  liepiihlicnti^  reproached  him  with 
<!onsciou8  untruth  or  mthoundixl  trivolitj!  The  tact  that 
Itush  and  Adnm*  were  not  elccitcd  changed  the  mntter  in 
nothing.  Since,  in  tlie  cime  hefore  ns,  there  was  an  yet 
(|iiGetioD  only  of  the  pnttiug  up  of  oatididates,  hi^  appeal 
to  the  jiost  could  hiive  reference  only  to  tlieir  nomination. 

IUiit  purhaps  he  liud  in  mind  only  the  presidents  and  vice- 
prcaiderits  who  had  heen  actually  elected  and  hence  hud 
really  forgotten  that  precedent.  13nt  if  he  had  only  gone 
throngh  the  It^t  of  the  latter,  what  would  lie  have  eaid 
when  he  came  to  the  names  of  Jaekeon  and  C'allionnf 
He  had  indeed  only  aS8ortecl  that  lioth  ca.ndi[late8  had 
never  aa  yet  heen  taken  from  the  free  »tateii.  But  what 
difference  was  there  in  this  re^jiect  between  the  north  and 
the  sonthl  If  at  that  time,  the  north  waited  scarcely  a 
K  vord  oD  the  fact  that  the  president  and  vice-president  had 
not  oidy  come  from  the  slave  states  hnt  were  slaveholders 
thern8i;ivoa,  why  should  it  iiuw  be  not  only  a  matter  of 
couree  hut  jiietitiahle  for  the  south  to  destroy  the  Union, 
both  ofiicea  bad  been  confided  to  men  from  tlio 
■tntea? 
But  even  if  there  had  heen  no  precedents,  bow  could  a 
suBioient  ground  fur  the  disruption  of  the  Union,  for 
anarchy  and  civil  war  be  found  in  that  fact.  In  and  of 
ilaelf!  Had  the  Union  eeased  to  be  a  constitutional  state, 
H  or  did  Filhnorc  wish  to  claim  that  the  Ropiihlicaiig,  by 
their  selection  of  candidate:),  had  sinned  against  the  con. 
fctitntioui  There  was  no  (jneation  tliat  the  letter  of  the 
constitution  had  not   been  violated,  and  if  any  one  had 
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TRD  counter  to  it*  s]>irit,  it  tu  tliose  who  declared  it  ti> 
be  not  only  expedieut  hnt  on  alwuliite  duty,  to  have  botli 
H?ctions  aUvnys  re|>rt>itented  in  the  ledoral  (•xecntive.  Tlie 
ocnstitntioii  knew  no  sections;  it  knew  only  the  Union, 
the  states  and  the  citizens,  and  tlie  only  litnitatiori  wlit«1t 
it  impoeed  on  tlie  electors  with  respect  to  tlw  t*sidcii» 
of  the  cuiididatcd  veto,  tliat  botlt  ehould  aot  belong  to  their 
own  state. 

That  both' candidates  livod  in  the  free  etatcs — by  birth, 
Fremont  belonged  aecidcntally  to  the  eoulh — woilid  Iiare 
alfurdcd  groinid  fur  comphiiut,  unly  if  the  Republicatit 
iad  wishLHi  to  exclude  ull  suutheritcrs  a«  Kuch,  on  princi- 
ple, from  cliese  two  officer.  But  they  did  not  hiive  e\ea  a 
remote  idea  of  so  exchiding  them.  If  they  had  found  a 
distinguished  and  otherwise  giiitjiblc  man  among  tlieni, 
one  who  enhscribed  fidly  to  their  programme,  thcj  would 
probiibly  have  selmitvd  liim  as  their  (.'Jindidate  for  the  vice- 
prceideney,  not  otdy  that  they  mi^tit  forci^tnll  the  objeetion 
tliat  their  choice  of  ca:ididates  etnmpcd  thcnt  as  a  sectional 
party,  but  also  because  they  would  have  thought}  for  obvi- 
ous reaeone,  that  they  vonid  be  able  to  make  *  gteat  deul 
of  capital  out  of  such  candidacy  in  the  electoral  cain}>Aigtu 
In  the  eyce  of  the  felavocracy,  on  the  contrary,  tlie  etorm 
clouds  in  tlio  political  heavens  would  have  been  jnot  a& 
dar^  or  even  darker  if  such  u  soiitheniur  had  takvn  Hay- 
ton's  place.  Wheu  the  einvocracy  declared  the  vicl«ry  of 
the  Itepublicans  to  be  the  end  of  the  Uniou,  it  did  «o,  not 
Iiccange  neither  Fremont  nor  Dayton  had  his  doiriicil  In  a 
slave  slate,  bnt  *4»lely  bccnuse  it  saw,  in  the  ItfpubliL'an 
party  programme,  a  declaration  of  war  against  lie  spccitli? 
interest  which  confronted  it  with  ihetinention  of  exifitcneo 
and  ibcrcfore  made  ficccssiun  an  im|i«rativG  command  of 
»elf- preservation. 

Fillmore  knew  as  well  as  any  man  in  the  IToion,  Uiat 


the  certificate*  of  birth  and  home  of  the  Kepiiltlican  caiidt- 
date»  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ci-itis  which  had  couio 
upou  tho  cviiniry,  and  that  they  were  therefore  of  no  im* 
portanco,  bo  fnr  aa  the  jndgm«Dt  to  bo  pauod  on  the  psriy 
waft  concerned.  When  he  apoke  of  thcra,  he  did  so  only 
becaiise  he  could  not  fi;>eal(  of  the  only  thiti^  which  whs 
material,  the  j^arty  |in>grariiine,  wttliout  destroying  his 
own  argument.  If  he  had  heen  able  to  decturc  the  pirly 
pro^^innie  unronettliitiotiah  he  would,  of  course,  Imve 
done  BO,  and  made  that  allegation  the  hsah  of  his  attack. 
His  silence  on  thie  Hiilgect  allowed  only  one  intorjirela- 
tion,  namely,  that  he  connidered  the  charge  of  uuconsli- 
ititionalily  luade  by  the  south,  iitifouniled.  But  if  tho 
opposition  of  the  Kt!ptd>li(-an8  to  the  filarocracy  did  not 
exceed  the  limits  iingiostid  liy  lliu  cniisiiinlioTi,  where  did 
lie  get  tlic  right  to  bnmd  llicin  an  guilty  of  morn!  high 
traifiOQ?  Was  not  that  snbutitiiiinjf  the  will  of  the  slavo- 
vnicy  for  t]ie  constitution  and  inviting  them  to  eece^ion 
if  tlie  north  considered  itself  no  longer  obliged  to  pur- 
chase the  preservation  of  the  Union  by  recognizing  the 
tttiecilic  interests  of  the  elavucracy  as  absolutely  decisive 
ttl'  the  legislative  policy  of  the  republic?  The  pi-ogramine 
of  the  iCt^i  ID  III  icitn  party  might  be  conHtiliitional  and  yet 
in  tlie  highest  degree  a  vii^ioua  and  lamentable  one,  bnt 
moral  high  treanon  in  a  cuustitiitiuiial  ]>arty  programme 
wae  an  absurdity. 

FillnioTC,  however^  did  not  ssy  that  the  programme  of 
tho  Itepublicnn  ]Kirly,  from  a  pmlitiunl  point  of  view,  wiis 
in  itcclf  to  be  c4indoinn(.'d.  He  ^pofco  only  of  tlie  eonao- 
qucncos  which  its  trininph  would  have,  bnt  was  silent  on 
thait  more  general  question  which  evidently  waft  act  as  a 
matter  of  conrse,  considered  an  acndemic  qiieetion  and 
which  as  snch  might  be  ignored,  as  well  ne  on  tlie  von- 
atitutional   qncetion;    while  tlie  new£ipii|)ers  of  tlie   free 
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states  wliicb  were  advocating  his  election  repelled  the  accii- 
cHiion  that  Ue  bad  been  won  orer  to  tUe  extension  of 
slaverj,  with  tlie  utmost  moral  indijjnation.'  Some  paper* 
even  went  so  far  u  to  assert,  tliat  lie  wat  a  much  better 
and  more  rt'lialilc  Frec-Sniler  than  J'roimmt.*  Oo  tli« 
other  eido  of  Mason  and  iJixon'e  line*  on  tlic  contrary,  the 
Filliriuru  orgiins  nutiinilty  recalled  wliat  he  had  done  M 
]>resideiit  i'ur  the  6i)Utli,  and  infeired  from  it  that  the 
nlavocracy  might  have  full  contidenee  iu  him.  He  waa 
»ilent,  and  what  ht^  narlisana  in  the  feontli  and  in  tlie 
iiorlli,  said  of  liim  wa«  in  direct  contradiction.  As  to 
wliAt  he  and  hi8  jtarty  iiitendetl  to  do  in  tlie  Blaverj  ques- 
tion in  general  and  RHtiecinlly  in  KanMis,  if  tliey  got  into 
power,  not  a  w.ird  et^nped  him.  Tlie  voters  h»<l  tn  take 
him  for  whH.t  his  past  liad  Ijeen,  and  in  that  poet,  ei'erjf 
one  could  find  what  Biiited  hiiu.     When    Fillmore   vu 


■  Tims  die  K.  Y.  Krprt^i  writes:  "  Wlif  aak  litis  qumllonf  Hfbat 
iviKuxn  sflunlo  Mr.  FJ1lin<>r«'«  lira  fivr  Ibvukiof  T  \joak  m  bU  votM 
\n  rnDi;ri>u  when  r^pr^Benling  Die  I->ie  clUirict,  »*  York.  CtMtmA 
Ihrm  wilh  Kn-iimnf*.  wUpo  only  M^vcnlircn  irortiinit  ilnrii  in  ilie 
simile.  Mr.  Fillmorp  ii  tbv  only  iiresiitpnt  under  whose  admioUirft. 
4ir>n  frM  i«rTlu>ry  bas  h««D  anooxed  to  tb«  Union.  .  .  .  Vihy 
dunblT" 

.\nd  koHliam  Rvtclinmsald:  "1  siiacliMl  mysolf  In  mwIj-  llh  lo 
lli»l  party  whicli  wa<  Blway*  snd  •*«  o(>p<iwd  to  !li«  «][1«DsiOB  of 
sinvory.  and  I  say  li«re  lojiight  ihuc  tlii'  Wliig  party  of  ih*  nonh  Iim 
always  bad  iltai  cr*»il.  anil  tliwo  |{i>|itililiriuiK  ean't  iili»  out  ■  pu^ol 
Tor  it,  for  many  «  lotif  year.  And  I  my  Ibnt  Mr.  Pilhiiorv  baa  tven 
true  10  tlisi  party,  nnd  liiu  never  liiid  any  oibor  princ-i|il«  but  Ibu 
wlik'b  wiiiibl  |ir«vi>iit  tlie  liinlitT  pxtnnsioo  of  slavery."  Congr.  BIoIm, 
Ikl  fkaa.,  a4lli  C<-UF;r..  Ap|>..  )i.  99. 

'TbeN  W  {'vmrnfrr-ial  Ailrtrtitfr  vithet:  "  An  ttewfua  Mr.  FIB- 
niorA  and  Mr.  Fremont  fur  the  presidency,  no  rompnriB.-itiii  arr  «ilnil» 
llile.  Kviy  va  thiw  Tcry  >Uvor}-  qa«>tioa,  it  is  unwbr  nt  tb« 
Itttpubhc-ansto  itnivoktra  coinpariMUi.  .  .  _  Tb«  r*mlttr  Iirs  oaljr 
to  loulc  ul  the  voles  (>r  each  )fent)emui  whr«  rMp#<cli'«ty  ia  pntilic 
Itr«,  to  Rnd  tliiil  Mr.  Fillmont  it  Inuneuiudfaly  a  tirlwr  itoti-AlaTery 
^xtrafloD  nion  Uinn  Jolin  C.  Fiemoot."    L  C- 
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sompelled  not  only  to  reprove  others  but  to  make  his  own 

■confes&ion  uf  faitbt  be  tmd  so  cxprt-salv. 

la  ft  letter  of  the  29th  of  Sei-U-inljer,  185fJ,  to  W.  M. 

!})err)en  of  Cliarle^lon,  he  coinpltiiiiL'tl  th«t  he  wus  wrongly 
represented  in  tlie  nortli  a»  a  )>ri)>Blavery  idhii,  anil  In  iho 
fioiitli  jiiet  as  wroiij^ly  tii  an  ahulitioni^t.     llltt  lorig  public 

Icnreer  showed  what  he  was  in  reality?.  Deliiiitcly  t'lirmoln- 
ted  ple<lg«»  in  respect  to  )\h  future  course,  be  could  not 
^ivi>.  Jl'tlie  lufrtli  or  the  boiuIi,  tpite  of  all  be  had  done 
for  its  constiliitidiial  rights,  inistnisted  birn,  bccouhl  only 
hope  that  it  would  tind  noine  one  vortUier  of  its  contidence. 
In  his  own  jodgmeut,  tlierefure,  be  had  dcec-rvcd  eo  well 
-  cf  both  sections  and  given  «o  little  ren^on  to  eitlter  for 
complaint,  tliac  liis  pa^t  couree  ntfonkd  eeeiirity  enoiigh  to 

kbolh  that  Ihey  might  implicitly  and  without  fear  truRt 
him  at  the  helm,  lliit  when  tlie  formulation  of  this  ftelf- 
criticism  wa»  examined  closer,  it  was  easy  to  refute  it  by 
it«elf.  In  bis  apostropbe  to  the  north,  its  constitutional 
rights  wprc  mentioned  i-ide  liy  side  with  its  interests;  in 
the  Kenteiices  intended  for  the  south  its  interests  were  not 
referreil  to,  but  he  Inid  special  stress  on  the  saeriticcs  he 
liad  made  in  his  fearless  struggle  for  its  ronstitntinnnl 
ri;;!it6,'  By  those  sacritieeii  fimld  evidently  )k>  utiderntood. 
only  ibc  eriticism  jw^Hed  in  the  north  on  liis  behavior  in 
the  conflict  of  interests  I'Ctwwn  the  two  Bectione,  the 
formal  boeis  of  which  wue  tbcir  oppoeite  views  on  their 


'  "  If  after  all  tlial  1  liave  doo^,  and  all  the  encrlilcM  I  have  made  to 
maintnin  lli«  ri>nKlUiilif)iiii1  riclilH  nf  Hut  noiitli,  kIia  utill  dimnids  mi>, 
tlifro  1  et\u  oulj  nay  ttmt  the  umy  fiod  no^  nmr*  jiiat  »n(l  more  ftarU** 
nnil  nrirNicriJiciii^  ihtiii  I  liiivn  t>t-t-ti.  uiiil  ibat  nlien  fuuiid  iili«  iiiiiy 
sliow  ti*T  gruliude  hv  lier  i-unfiii^nr*.  Ami  mi  of  tlie  nurtli— if  Mlf-r 
nil  I  Lmtc  (lone  to  inulniikln  ber  cuniiitutionkl  rlglita  and  ndrani-o  b«r 
laiereals, sbe  ilitltuMs  mc.  I  tiopc  the  mny  flsd  one  nton*  wonbjr  of 
liiMr  con fkliinc4>.  iind  lieaiow  li  at^cordlDgly."  Ttie  letter  is  prlnied  In 
tb«  N  V  TrU/uneoi  UcL  lH,  1»M. 
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cotifltitutional  rigbts.  But  considering  the  opinions  pre-  ' 
vftiling  in  the  two  ecctions  on  tticir  reepoctivu  righu  and 
JnterMts,  it  wa»  simply  impossible  to  poretto  a  policjr  in 
which  both  would  we  ■  fiiU  (^anintj  of  thoir  rightA  and 
Jnterests.  Tliie  Fillmore  Iisd,  »b  the  fttK«s  li«  Inid  on  lii« 
Kicritices  6bou'e<l,  learned  from  his  owu  exitcriencL*,  and  it 
yiraa  therefore  ab&urd  for  him  to  claim  now.  that  bulii 
teclione  might  blimllj  Iniet  him,  Iiecaiifie  ho  liml  nlPL-avly 
proved  to  tlitMii,  tliat  ho  was  able  to  give  justice  to  b^itli. 
to  the  fullest  extent. 

In  this  criticism  of  hitmself,  however,  there  wm  one 
thing  which  vrw*  iiicoiumvertiblv  trne:  he  hiid  rt«rle«elr 
adiocrated  the  riglilJt  of  the  suuth,  and  had  made  sacrificce 
for  It.  Tliat  lie  uow  so  empliaticnlly  recalled  thU 
iindeniftble  fact,  excliidod  all  doubt  a£  to  what  lt>ndpnr_v 
Would  govern  hia  poHcj,  if  the  [Mtople  lifted  him  again 
into  the  presidential  ohnir,  without  askiiif^  or  reoeiriDf; 
from  him  any  programme  but  a  reference  to  his  |>a*t. 
J^ut  thi«  vfts  all  that  could  be  gAtlierod  from  that  letter 
Aiid  from  hie  ditVureiit  cpccchc-e.  In  what  manner  be 
intended  to  approach  the  barning  qnestiona  of  the 
»ii;tioual  conllict,  and  to  what  extent  he  tnennt  to  »ide 
witli  tlie  8liivocnic-.y,  no  inlurmntiun  whatever  waa  given. 
Ue  did  not  know  himself,  and  if  he  had  known,  he  iruiihl 
not  have  told,  since  if  he  did  he  would  hare  injunil  lum. 
self  either  with  liis  northern  or  with  hie  southern  followers, 
;Llthough — and  beeanee — the  latter  could  not  and  would 
not  give  a  precise  aniiw«r  to  ihone  c]ne«tions.  They  vera 
of  one  mind  only  in  respect  to  what  they  ilid  not  want; 
that  alone  wu&  undoubt^ly  clear  from  their  flproehcs  and 
from  tlie  uttoranoea  of  their  journals,  and  that  alone  wa* 
the  miiOH  d'etre  of  this  party  withoul  ri  pa^-t,  wiiliont  u 
name  and  vtthoat  a  programme,  swept  together  from  tiarty 
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niins  of  every  description  b^  the  hurricane  of  the  Katuos 
qucetioD. 

Ktilne  Choate  deciared,  on  the  S6lh  of  October  in 
Lowell,  that,  in  view  of  the  s«cred  duty  of  preventing  the 
eii(K:eti«  of  the  liopiiSitiMitii',  all  otlicr  coneidor&tions  Blioutd 
he  eileiit;  he  wbo  hut)  always  bnon  a  Whig,  and  wafi  one 
fttiLI.  tfuiild  vote  fi>r  Bticliaiiiin.'  Tlit-  rilltnoreitrK  occiipivd 
tlie  «Niiie  gi-ouiid  entirely;  onir  a^  to  the  mo«nN  by  which 
thi«  one  and  f\cliiaive  end  ol'i>atriotic  PliilirttiiiiBin  was  (o 
be  attained,  were  they  of  a  dillei-GUt  o|»iiiion;  and  the  one 
cho^n  by  them  •»■»»  tinf|iie&cioiiMbly  the  better,  that  1^  the 
«sfer.  In  the  «lnvc  etntes.  it  wa».  indeed,  thought  it 
nH<;ht  l>c  bopeil  tlmt  a  large,  if  not  the  largest  part  of  the 
Filhnnreites  wnuld  go  over  to  the  Deinocrate,  at  the 
eleventh  hour,'  but  no  one  could  harbor  the  illitsion  that, 
in  the  north,  the  majority  of  the  conservatives  conld  he 

'  "  Wllhlheao  opinioas,  fellow -citlzeDt,  I  aim,  iathisfflfclion,  uone 
»l[igt» object;  I  reel  bul  oneslagla  hop«,  and  ooe  alaglerear.  To  ni«, 
nllof  you,  all  niMt  «-hr)  uim  dt  Uiat  object  and  utiitro  thU  hojxv  and 
tlwrt  ftrnr,  seem  nllies,  brailii?r«,  parlnera  of  a  greul  toll,  a  great  dmjr. 
iinda  I'Oiiiiiion  rHli>.  Km-  tli«  hour.  o|iliiirjiiit  it|iou  olb«r  tbiiiKo.  old 
|tarly  creodsBdaplpd  Tor  rjiifet  limp*;  old  pnrty  iinriios  and  ftymboh 
aorl  MiiisliMva  luiil  ilitrrreiic«d  alniiit  tlv Ittiln  of  atliiiiniilrittioD,  nccin  10 
IDS  hUEh«d.  Busppuiled  irr»I«vttni.  ttiHiog  ...  1  care  no  more 
now  ivbctlicr  mj'  co  worker  Is  a  Oemwrai,  or  aa  American,  or  ao  old 
Whig,  a  nortbcm  man  or  n  CuUfuraiamDn.  .  .  .  The  election  once 
OTvr,  we  arc  our  Mvenil  selves  agalu.  .  .  .  Tou  bave  decided. 
retlvw-Wliiga,  Uiut  jrou  cna  best  cuoiriljule  to  tJie  graod  ead  we  all 
Dawk,  by  a  vote  for  ^ttr.  Filliiiorv.  I,  a  Wlil|[  all  aiy  life,  a  Wbi|[  in  all 
UiioK^,  and  a*  re^ur>i>«  all  oih^r  nauiM,  a  WIiIj;  Inday.  hnre  thuughl  I 
conk)  divcbarsv  my  duty  pmst  elTcclually  by  wtiuj;  fwr  Mr.  Butliniian 
anil  Mr.  KieckiDitdge;  upd  I  aliall  do  It."  Works  of  It.  Cboale,  II, 
PI.- 411,  412. 

"^ev  the  Waslilngton  carrespuudencc  of  llic  In^rptnilttti  ot  \ht  HUi 
<il  .V>i)na)l.  I'm}.  Hut  It  txKatne  evuioiit  aijalu  Iliat  ibe  radlcaU  nera, 
hy  an  mean*,  mHnl^r*  of  tti«  field  to  ttio  ^ixiont  tboy  siiccemlM  In 
makiDK  l)e^|>l*'  WHeve  by  their  lotnl  lalkiiiic.  In  ibe  alave  state*. 
4>;Ml,i30  vulcs  weri>  cast  fur  BucbnaiD  ai»I  4il^,i  17  fur  Fillmore. 
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iodnced,  by  the  tear  of  &  Itfpnlilican  Tictory,  to  futlow 
Cho»te*8  ex»mple.  If  a  Urtium  ijiiul  was  not  ufferod 
them  liere,  it  was  omloiibted,  that  the  great  majority  of 
tlietn  would  join  Uie  Ropnlilican*.  Even  now  iheir  ranks 
grew  tliinner  every  dar,  bnt  not  in  favor  i>f  tbe  Democrat*.' 
It  was  not  long  bUkx  the  nnrtlieni  imiiviftta,  In  tlie  Know 
Xotliing  cani'enciun,  conipvllod  a  nidjcal  nltoratinn  of  tbe 
jdatfurm,  Ity  calling  attuution  to  the  fact,  tliat  the  futnre 
of  tlio  party  Jaj  entirciv  in  the  north,  and  that  a  victory 
in  all  the  free  state*  had  been  dccl»rc<l  a  wriiiinly,  if  tJie 
12th  ««tion  were  stHcketi  ont  And  now  the  Fillmormtw 
in  the  north  were  far  behind  thwe  of  the  south'  in 
absolute  nmnlicrs,  while  the  nggn-galc  numl«r  of  voter* 
in  the  north  was  three  times  aa  large  as  inthesonth.  Not, 
as  Luinpi'in  thought,  to  oaxry  the  electtoDt  in  tbe  latereat 
of  the  ICepnlilicans  into  the  hitnee  of  repreeentativce,  did 
tbe  northern  leaders  of  the  Fillinoreitoe  tight  the  electoral 
hnttle  asa  tliinl  party,  bat  liecanse  only  by  that  means 
conid  the  majority  of  the  conaerrativeA  in  the  A-ee  Nl&le» 
be  kept  from  uniting  with  tbe  Re|mhlirans  and  iNxmniw 
that  union  might  eaitily  brin^  Freiuont   into   tbti  Wliite 

•  Wtlkerof  AUttttniMtdoaAniT- 1<.  tn  Uie  homeof  rapWMnmlwat 
"  If  I  tDi*tak«  not,  llier«  are  but  two  aoo-alivctioMing  timtt*  la  wbkft 
Mr.  Fillmore  hu  aa  «)«ctanl  ikkel.  ud  In  od»  of  Ibew  (IniiUtwit  Mr. 
Dunn.  Ktnctnl>«r  of  tbU  liouM,  uid  wha  lu*  not  onlv  An#ni|tt«d  u 
tbiSMwioa  lo  bkTB  th«  MiRonri  Uae  rMtot^d,  tmt  wbo  has  <)T«r  aail 
otarafila  dcvUml  ibat  Iw  n*v«r  wodM  ci>iiu>ni  tu  mo;  b*w  •)»*« 
MNte  Ktming  iniii  tli*  I'nioa.  Ub*  Imm-b  ■p(M>int«d  a  Fillmore  olerlor. 

"Tbe  tntluir  lu  urKUiI'«  electoral  llckru  In  iIm  t>M  kUar*  tnnM  b* 
re^rded  >•  alfniOcuit  «vi<]FDc*  thtu  a  vrty  tnr^  portion  «r  iht  Kaum 
Nothing  puny  la  iboM' tUli^  LiLt  bMB  suDk  inUi  tbe  Ainv  pvl  o( 
Illai^k  Itr)iut>tli-iuitsm.  It  is  knows  thai  in  ibo  alatc  of  MaamBkoMOr^ 
BDil  in  Tirioii*  (itber  UalM.  lb*r«  touw  lie»n  ni|iti]rM  In  Auarieaa 
niMdop;  and  ibal  la  cr^rj  insunc^  where  a  dtrniotwlrslkin  wm 
Iboogfal  tu  bo  mode  la  bvur  of  Mr  FiDmofr.  as  the  party  doth  In**.  > 
teeaeb  took  place."    Cooxr.  Gl«b#.  Isi  S«M..Slrb('tiB;r.,  A]»p.,p.  ItTt 

■  la  Ike  free  uut*,  Fillmore  reeeived  Mtly  S97,9W  joit*. 
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Tliiit  FlUmorc  would  never  enter  it  again,  tliry 
jiemsulvcii  very  tflciir,'  uinl  they  w«rc  very  far  from 
wishing  the  victory  of  the  Democratji  in  itself,  but  with 
[fbil  conecloueuesft  und  all  ih«  ettei^y  which  fear  cai> 
inspire,  they  laborwl  indirectly  fi>r  it,  he«iii&e  with  Choste 
they  were  coiivlticetl  that  all  nulriots  should  now  have  only 
one  hftttlc  ctj:  Down  with  the  liepublicAnBt  Kenoe  the 
Indejjfndtnt  eorrwtly  described  iboir  ncisillui)  when  it 
taXi\  tlmt  they  were  n  conecrvntive  nro-el«verj  purty  out 
of  coniiiilerfitjonjt  ot'exjiclipiicy.  • 

It  wonld  hnve  been  a»  lmi<d  to  iill  a  barrel  without  a 
bottom  with  water  as  to  save  the  Union  by  a  conservative 
jtro-slavery  party  which  had  bccoiiie  »ii<:h  a  party  because 
of  ite  patriotic  anxiety  for  the  Union.  The  southera 
radicals  told  thcin  every  day  that  such  a  party  wii*i  an 
nbom illation  and  nn  iinpo»sihility,  becatioc  the  extatcnco 
of  slavery  wonid  not  be  ^ccnre  niitil  its  coiistitntional, 
political  and  ethical  eqnality  of  rights  with  freedom  was 
unreservedly  a<lniitted.*     And   on   the  other  hand,  the 

'  Tliat  tUoiv  VTM  no  )M«)iilnlity  of  llicir  victury  in  any  free  state  wu 
m  ftvldpDl,  lIiBl  all  teir-deluHlooinenl  on  itio  pntnt  wns  Bbanlaleljr 
»ic1iiiteil.  AniJ  on  thcfr  firovpccu  io  ibft  aaiiiU,  Barks(lnt«  nf  Miui*- 
ripjil  siilO.  in  lite  Iioiim  ort«))reK«Dlnlives.  on  lUe  IMnl  of  July;  "In 
■  lie  Miuili.  tilH  (Filliiiiin-'ii^  [iKist  lauxiiln*  frii-niN  cluitii  Tor  hitii  Mirj*. 
IsDil,  Kenlnckj,  T«DDeM«p.  Niirtli  CHr<>]in!i,  sincl  Louismna.  If  be 
sliould  *uri:<-(H]  in  nil  of  lli«iii,  he  vii>uUI  tli«u  hviw  bul  forty-riylit 
electoral  votes,  not  «o<'Us]i  bf  one  hiiDdred  mkI  one  to  Mcure  liU 
«l«cttOD."  CougT.  <j\o\)t,  in  S«M,  Mlh  CoD^r.,  App.,  p.  1161.  Dy  llie 
MIlUmenL  of  ibU  linpe  ilie  etrdloa  wauM.  Indcpit.  bnre  been  brouglii 
Into  flipi  tiouiw  of  rcpri^Mfiluiivf-A.  but  It  woulit  liuru  1i«»b  the  work  not 
<jf  llie  oonberii  tint  of  the  enulhera  wing  of  Ibe  party. 

*"Tb<p  lIurhanKU  puity  nrvilrivinictliH  £U!i)ii>loridaTery n^KreMir*; 
tlie  FlllmJiiv  pnrly  maintnin  Hip  eame  gotpel  c»DHrv«tive.  The 
Siiclinntui  plairorm  makes  slu^vry  the  riil«  uo  priDclplea ;  Uie  Fill. 
iiinr«  platl'umi  inukeB  cUTery  Hie  principle,  on  expe<l ieocj."  Tbe 
ittii^tnHent,  Sept  Sn.  ll<j«. 

*Tli6  Cliarkwoii  J/erwvr)f  of  April  1,  IMO,  wrote ;  "Tho  cBSUlDg 
|)re«<lpntiul  moTua,  triilch  will   propably  delvrmiuo  tlix  fair  of  (li« 
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conrBe  of  the  northern  deinocratic  politicians  established 
the  correctness  of  the  idea  on  which  the  existence  of  a 


Union,  will  turn  almost  solely  on  the  question  of  state  eijualitT.  None 
can  consistently  or  effectively  contend  for  state  equality,  who  do  not 
hold  that  the  institutions  of  the  south,  and  the  social  form  of  the 
Fouth,  are  equally  rightful,  legitimate,  moral,  and  promotive  of  hnmsD 
happiness  and  well-being,  with  those  of  the  north.  If  slave  society 
be  inferior  iu  these  respects  to  free  society,  we  of  the  south  are  wrong 
and  criminal  in  proposing  to  extend  it  into  new  territory,  and  the 
north  right  in  exertiog  itself  to  the  utmost  to  prevent  such  ex- 
tension." 

And  so  the  Richmond  ^n^ui'rer  in  an  article  entitled  "The  True 
Issue."  "The  Democrats  of  the  south  in  tUe  present  canvass  cannot 
rely  oa  the  old  grounds  of  defense  and  excuse  for  slavery ;  for  they 
seek  not  merely  to  retain  it  where  it  is,  but  to  extend  it  into  regions 
where  it  is  unknown.  Much  less  can  Ihey  rely  on  the  mere  constitu- 
tional guarantees  of  slavery,  for  such  reliance  is  pregnant  with  the 
admission  that  slavery  is  wrong,  and,  but  for  the  constitution,  should 
be  atxilished.  The  constitutional  argument  for  alavery,  standing 
alone,  fully  justifies  the  Abolitionists. 

"Nor  will  it  avail  usauglit  to  show  that  the  negro  is  most  happy  and 
best  situated  in  the  condition  of  slavery.  If  we  stop  there,  we  weaken 
our  cause  by  the  very  argument  inlendetl  to  advance  it ;  for  we  pro- 
pose to  introduci-  into  new  territory  human  beings  whom  we  asserr 
to  be  tinfll  for  lil)erly,  self-governmeat,  tind  equal  association  with 
oilier  men.  We  must  go  a  step  further.  We  must  show  that  African 
slavery  is  a  moral,  religious,  natural,  and  probably,  in  the  general,  a 
neceasary  institution  of  society.  This  is  the  only  line  of  argument 
that  will  enable  KOiiiliern  Democrats  to  maintain  the  doctrines  of  stale 
eqimlity  and  slavery  extension. 

'•For  if  slavery  be  not  a  legitimate,  useful,  moral,  and  expedient  in- 
Btilution.  we  cannot,  witlio  it  rejjroof  of  conscience  and  the  blusli  of 
shame,  seek  to  extend  it,  or  assert  our  equality  with  (hose  stales  hav- 
ing no  such  instilulioo. 

•■Norliiern  DeuioiTats  need  not  go  thus  fur  ( !),  They  do  not  seek  to 
extend  slavery,  but  only  agree  to  its  extension  aa  a  matter  of  riL-lil 
on  our  part. 

"We  know  that  we  utter  liold  Iruilia.  But  the  time  has  now  arrived 
when  their  ultcraoce  can  be  no  longer  postponed.  The  true  issue 
should  stand  out  so  l)c)klly  and  clearly  that  none  may  mistake  it." 
Ccinifr.  Globe,  1st  Sess.,  a4ih  Conijr.,  App.,  pp.  !)5!,  HM.  Compare  also 
tlie  article  of  the  same  paper  entitled  "  Stale  Equality,"  of  June  13, 1S36. 
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thii-<i  party  in  tlic  free  etnt(«  wae  liasrtl,  namely  that  tlio 
latter  lim)  gone  over  iiTcvncnhlr  to  llit;  l£cpiil>li(-ans  ihiIum 
all  llic  wavering  and  ilaubtfiil  cuiiM  bo  made  to  believe 
lliat  H  conHcniitive  policy  in  tlie  elavcry  question  which 
would  not  gq  a  li»ir'«  breadtli  beyond  the  ettiJus  quo  in 
favor  of  the  Blsvocracy,  wa«  possible,  wid  would  be  inviola- 
bly followed. 

The  Democratic  tnob  in  the  cities  conM  not  bi?  kept 
from  proving,  lieni!  and  thero,  by  telling  deniouelrntions, 
ihflt  it  did  not  co»t  thcin  tlio  slightest  victory  over  thcm- 
8eU*e«  to  act  n«  trnin-I»ear(-r*  to  the  sldvoorjicy,  hccnuse 
tb«y  lind  no  tiiidcrgtQnding  of  the  inornl  element  iti  the 
strtiggle.'  Tlie  newspaper*  and  $|ieiiker9  applied  tbem- 
flclvea  with  zeal,  eldll  and  wontctl  barefaced ness  to  the 
l>nainees  of  vmliiti;;  the  black  am  oor»  uhite.  llere  it  wa« 
^iven  to  be  nnderstood  that  Fierce  and  Douglas  liad  found 
no  favor  with  the  Cincinnati  convention  because  tliey  were 
chiefly  resnoiislble  fur  the  rp}>eal  of  the  Mi»sonri  compro- 
mise;' there  it  was  neglectefl  to  publish  the  resolution  of 
tlie  Cincinnati  convention  which  bore  Pierce  witne»  that 
ho  had  coinR  np  to  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  party 
and  lliHl  full  recognition  would  Iw  i>hown  bin  priliey;" 
eleewhert!  fliig»  wore  niiaed  and  tranRjmrenoiefi  curried  with 
the  iuBCriptiou:  "  itucfhanan,  llreelcenridge  and  a  free 
Kaneae!"  and  day  afV^r  day,  from  Maine  to  California,  the 
proof  could  W  heard  adduced  that  iJnchanan's  election 
ftftbrded    incomparably   greater    ftccnrjty    than    that   of 


I  Tbv*,  for  inslknco,  in  X<-v  York,  n  plolur*  wm  ^kndt-4  In  k  pro- 
cewlon  represeiiiiog  litres  scourged  negrow  will*  bleeding  bncks  noil 
Hip  circnmKCi-iptioti:  "  Blpcilitin;  Kiin!ia«."  and  Id  Wasliington.  on  n 
utmiliir  <M:<:uaIun,  h  trniiSi|mfi»ucy  wiili  llie  infiilo:  "Suniner  nnd  Kao- 
u*^l«t  ittem  lileMi !"    Cun^r.   Glnl>e.  3ri  Seas.,  &tUi  Conxr,  App., 

■  CV>f.gT.  01ol>€'.  8n1  SrtK.  Z^\h  CoDgr.,  p.  6S. 
*ttee  lb.,  pp-  0«, -.ttfS.  SU. 
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Fremont  for  admlstiOQ  of  KaiiBaii  as  a  free  etnte.  >  iin<I 
tbal  no  uortli«rn  Democrat  luul  now  or  ever  Wfore  Iwe.i 
ffitilty  of  sncli  a  betraval  of  liberty  as  die  RfptiWic*i» 
who,  by  their  vote  for  IlnnirB  hill,  hud  vistied  to  girp 
*Iavery  a  legal  existence  in  KanMU.  Wlmn  the  victory 
liad  been  won,  the  tir«t  Assertion  above  mcntioneti  viu 
deaied,  the  wcond  branded  as  a  base  lie,  and  then,  after 
tlie  proof  u'ltd  adduced,  declared  unintentional  and  aoti- 
detilal;  "I'ree^'  Kansas  wa^  represented  as  another  ex- 
pression for  non-inter%-ention  and  popnlar  soverui^tv,' 
and  finiLlly  nothing  remained  hut  the  alv^nnl  and  ImiU  dis- 
tortion of  llic  couceMion  to  the  ftlavehnlders  urhn  had  couic 
to  Kansas  nndcr  the  protection  uf  the  territorial  law*,  br 
vhich  Dunn  wiHhed  to  facilitate  the  rcAtoration  of  tlio 
JUi^Miuri  rwttrietion.  into  a  shameful  surrender  «nd  dental 
wf  Free-Soil  princijil*?*.  These  were  protillefts  arts.  Even 
if  the  ^ntlemen  bad  shown  tbeinaelves  ^^reater  masters 
in  tbeni  than  tbey  really  were,  tbey  wonld  not  hive  beea 
able,  after  the  decision  had  been  made,  any  lon;^r  to  con- 
ceal the  fact  that  they  lind  l>elievcd  tluit,  in  tlte  fre«  Blatef, 
the  victory  could  )«  diBpnted  with  the  Kopnblicana  only 
by  the  aid  of  deception  and  frand,  Xot  only  did  tl»e 
northern  and  tli«i  eouthem  winp*  of  the  Deiootratic  party 
stand  on  Euch  diflcrcnt  gronnd  tliat  the  Uicluuond  irAIy 
cotdd  rightly  hav  that  tlic  only  <]iie$'tlnn  wse  wliicli  of  tlie 
two  eectione  waa  to  be  swindled,*  bat  tbe  oorthera  Detoo* 


■Tbe  Democratic  ffl/uMftw^wg  OwawJ^y.  H..  went  bo  hriu  lo  u)r 
Id  iu  ii«t)»of  July  5.  liiM:  *Ittnb*1IMHK»tlrf>«n/)  n«a>lf  unrcb 
is  to  lk«  •■uaeipalinn  oT  ■]!  in«n.  wbll*  u  «r«ll  u  Uack,  ftinti  Ui« 
•liuklM  of  bocvUKe.  Siidi  ia  ihetnidcacx  of  Oeniacr*ilc  prladplea, 
anil  iiicli,  in  ili»  •ml,  iu  *ar«  mtUt" 

>Ev«ti  lh«  Ktaib^ni  ndicAli  dU  not  admit  tb4l  lliti  JiutlflartioH 
liBit  uty  ralae.  ^«  ibe  rruiBrk*  of  Brooka,  Utr  tien>  uf  tb*  Sted  oT 
Unj.    i'liap  OliilH>,  Snil  Stm..  Mib  Ctongr^  A[ip.  pp    ICO.  no 

•  "  \r»  s««  3Ir  Burbuaa**  boOMJWgUi,    puLlitbed   risbt  unilfr  bf« 
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cnits  conlJ  no  longer  dare  lo  acknuwlei3ge  their  true  pi-o- 
gracniiiCt  nltliuiigh  tiivy  hud  a  powert'iit  f>t»y  in  tlie  eeces- 
»ioii  tlirenta  of  the  »uiith. 

Uuw  thwe  threat*,  of  whose  frightfii!  ftcrioiisncsj  there 
was  no  <jiit-»tioii  with  tlie  iH»rth<^rii  Demncrata,  oniUl  !«• 
liHrinuuined  «ilh  the  asAiiraiioes  of  tlieir  uwii  lemlers,  that 
they  were  nlW  all,  only  pursiilug  the  same  ends  as  the 
Itcptibliciing,  hv  dilfereiit  iticaiis,  and  that  the  l>t>inix;rals 
were  Ktill  to  be  n  unitwl  party— for  all  this  they  did  not 
occonnt  to  them^clve?.  Tiic  cutitrndiotion  iuvoU'cd  herein 
wiw  oorered  by  the  flood  of  eril  thing*  apokou  i>f  their 
(>p|H>neiit9  nnd  by  the  olHcint  euthii^^iaftlu  for  thtir  uwn 
cundidnte?  uh>>3e  part  and  per^uiintity  were  incnpahlc  of 
awiLkeiiing  genuine  enthusiasm  in  any  one.  This  was  a 
matter  on  wliicli  they  wern  not  to  reflect  or  become  clear 
for  if  the  eolith  really  thuught,  as  it  pretended  to  think, 
and  if  the  party  in  the  nurtli  was  to  carry  a  mask  of  lie*, 
in  oi'der  not  to  deprlre  their  8trun;gle  with  the  Ue|mUHcaii!> 
of  nil  pi-osijectof  i*irccess.  Pike  was  evldent]y  riglil  when 
he  elftiined  that  ttiey  had  to  fear  vietory  as  much  a.s  they 
-did  defeat.*     The  jMirty  and  the  Union,  therefore,  would 


now  Id  L«acBt(t^^,  und  eup|>o««(l  lo  «xprew  nilljr  Mr.  BtichanaD's 
avuilineDls.  tiollln^  iivcr  witli  iiidiguutlun  iil  llip  bore  iDsluuallua  thai 
DuclioBBii  U,  or  evtv  WU3,  lu  Tuvor  o(  oKtciiiliit^  fel&rery.  unit  giving 
lhell«  lotucli  iDslouatifiiis  in  tbc  mott  «iD|>Luiic  manaer.  Aud  yti 
Hr  BucluuiaD  U  h«l(l  ii|)  (o  uab»r«ta  ilie  situih.  aiiil  U  tKipjtorletl 
by  tb«  Rivat  bnlk  if  liit  piiTiy  liori>  in  llm  luniU)  uptm  th?  u>le  ■ml  ex- 
clnslw  )[riiiiii<1  llinl  111?  !>  ibf  ndviHUli.'  or  slavery  exItMiMiou,  anil  irill 
so  luliulnltlM-  the  jcmerum*!!!  m  l»  i-iiltir)i(>  1l»^  ar«a  uf  sisverjr  anil 
itiittmfni  Ike  potitlcal  pow»r  o(  lh«  eoutb  by  Ibe  addition  of  morn 

And  to  Iin>cki>nrldge  who  was  coasidered  tUe  specU)  knigbi  or  iliv 
sonlb.  said  in  the  norih  'b4  belongs  In  no  |tn|itical  oritnnii:i>lioii  ilml 
d«BirvK  tMexti-iiil  slarrry.'  .  .  .  \\1iich  Is  la  tte  tbe  rlciltn  ol  ihb 
ouiri(j;«oui  and  inI'«inoD«  Kwlndlo.  t)i<>  north  or  Ili«  (ouilir'  K,  Y. 
Tribune  Nov.  -1.  ISM. 

1  First  Dlowf  of  lh«  Civil  fl'ar.  p.  881. 
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iittve  giiiticd  only  a  fortlier  reprieve  of  ft'ur  year*  Uy  its 
victory,  I'ur  tlio  HJtitli,  oe  »  tiiuUer  uf  cuiiri'e,  would  iinuiL'- 
tliately  dt-mniid  ngniii  tlat  it  bIioiiM  still,  by  all  it  did  or 
lelt  niiduiie,  give  the  U»  U>  the  lair  words,  liy  wbicli  it  bad 
lie«D  Mjugitt  during  the  cniiipaign  to  lull  tlie  8wnt;eiit-d 
i-oiigcieiicea  uf  the  north  into  dn.iw8iiiea8  again;  that  h  it 
hail  to  continue  uncenftingly  to  widen  the  brencl)  between 
it-^  two  wings  and  propngitte  the  Ite|mbIicAn  party  iiioKt 
etiectiiatly.  At  the  moinent  that  the  net  nf  fophig.trv  ^Ta& 
completely  destroyed  which  bud  kept  the  Democratic 
party  externnlly  !on:ether,  long  after"  it  Imd  practically 
g<iao  to  jfieces  the  Uepiiblicnit*  wert-  inaiter*  of  Uic  ticJd 
and  the  lust  lioiir  ot  tiie  Union  under  the  cun^titutiou  of 
llbd  had  struck. 

If  this  cnlcnlation  did  not  tnrn  out  to  be  currvct,  it 
cuiild  only  he  hecanae,  with  a  large  fraction  of  the  iinrtli- 
cm  popnlntiun,  the  fenr  of  the  disruption  of  tlie  Uuiuii 
jiroved  stronger  than  their  fidelity  to  their  cunvietlons.  At 
tbe  time,  however,  It  did  not  look  as  if  that  was  to  t« 
feared,  for  the  Repnlilicanfl  by  no  meitnB  iL-cognized,  tiint 
BO  far  as  the  diRniptiun  of  tlie  Union  was  concerned,  they 
had  taken  too  optiinintic  a  view  of  the  i>itiiiition.  A  man 
t»  luoderuta  and  cabn  an  Huiniltfin  Ki»h  &UI1  belicrcd  that 
all  who  entertained  idea^  of  high  Irca^n  contd  be  ACCotii- 
modated  in  the  jails  and  Innatin  asylnme,'  while  IhcKire- 
Eatcrfi  wore  no  lonj^r  satisfied  with  wor<ls  hut  were  bn-_v 
making  prtpa rations  for  fiecc^tiion  in  the  e^xnt  of  Freinntit'o 
election,  and  eveo  dared  now  to  caII  on   muinbere  of  tbu 


■  tie  writes  on  th«  12Ui  vt  Seplentlicr,  l8fta,  to  Jbum  A.  UastUlDa : 
"  Doubtlene  Uiere  are  meo.  botb  at  tlia  nonli  aad  nl  Uie  MOtli.  who 
contain  pi  ato,  SDd  some  «v«ti  who  (l«slro  a  (li]i»o1tiUtiu  at  tho  t'niaa. 
Car  Julia  utd  lunMlc  uayluoiK  nro  of  iufficleni  rajmcil}'  to  ncooDiian. 
clnta  ilieui.  ForiuuAiel}'  ili^y  arn  m  iin|uit^nl  iie  the  utijeci  tli«>y  ewa- 
t«iiil<)at«  i»  wiekf-il."     rr<;-in<a>t  ll>«  Ouiiwrviilire  C'liiMliilulr.  p.  iX 
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eiMnet  Ttgoronsly  to  support  them  with  llic  resources  of 
die  federal  f^trcrnmcnt.  It  is  nM  improtmMe  timt  Fieh 
•ad  the  utlicr  Republican  IcjuIuw  represented  theineelve», 
for  tiicticAl  reason!!,  to  bo  moro  coiitidcnt  than  thej  r«ally 
were;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  iiudr>ul)ted  tliat  th'o 
feara  which  they  ])crhap«  still  hurbured  in  this  reepvct 
were  steadily  decreased  b_y  the  course  the  campaign  took. 
Tlieir  eves  were  diverted  moro  and  moi-e  troin  what  wu 
going  on  in  the  eonth,  hecauae  the  development  of  the 
electoral  struggle  in  the.  north  vorked  so  powerfuUv  on 
their  feelingn.' 

Under  the  influent  ut'  the  electoral  victory  of  1852,  the 


*  Honry  A.  Wise  at^oko  of  (^tilng  ilie  Virginia  milliia  ready  for 
war,  aMertvt)  thai  Uioy  wci«  t>r«p«r«d  "lo  hew  tUeir  bright  wny" 
tbrnniili  eceryihlng;  wliloli  oppa»e<l  Ibe  miirL-li  or  MtrimioD.  ud«1 
nitmoniBliitil  Uif  gTiin<1  Jiiry  to  bring  Huiid  li«rnr»  iho  courts  tlint  lie 
inilflii  b«  |iunUlt«l  M  be  d«aerv«il,  lientuso  lie  wiis  Wfiiking  for  Ihu 
prcservalioD  of  the  t'oiun  Wheu  tluchaaau  wiu  e1eci»il,  lbs  H\v^i- 
mond  Enquirer  dt^clarcd  tlial  Wise  lioil  clone  all  (liia,  only  to  prevent 
tbeilltruplloDof  the  L'Hion.  I  tow  Ihls  nsaiirauce  wa»io  be  lutilenlcKNl 
fsihown  tty  Ibe  fulloMitibt  letter  of  J.  M.  Majum  lo  ihe  tvcretuy  of 
war,  Jefferson  Davix.  from  t^^lnin,  Va..  of  Ihe  30th  <*f  September.  IBW: 
■'  I  have  A  letter  fnnii  Wiae,  iif  the  27th.  full  of  fpiril.  He  say*  ilie 
gwroromeDls  nf  r4orih  ('iirolina,  Snttlli  Coniliaa  sad  Ij^nlalnnn  liiivn 
already  nureed  to  llie  rendezvous  at  BaU-i)cli  (to  which  Wise  hnd 
invited  Ibem).  nod  mheni  will— ihia  [d  your  moM  private  ear.  tie 
Mtys  funlior,  that  he  liatl  oAlclally  retjueiied  you  lo  exclionge  Willi 
YirxiDla,  on  fair  teroii  of  ditlVreiicc,  |i«rcu»ioD  for  flint  uiunkete.  I 
d<m*t  kliow  ilie  nuite  or  power  of  the  ile|>artiiieiil  in  niKrli  vases;  bill 
if  it  COD  bedoae,  even  by  libprnl  c-Anfiiructl<VD,  1  kopeyou  wilL  accede. 
ytts  Ikcre  not  aa  appropriaiiou  at  the  loiii  anaion  for  converting  Dint 
iota  percussion  amtsT  If  bi>.  would  it  not  fUrnhh  good  reaiaoa  for 
eMending  siKh  fadlltle*  to  the  tiiale**  Vir^nia  probably  boa  mnm 
antu  than  the  other  sotitbeni  5intc»,  and  would  divide  la  ctuw  of  neod. 
Id  a  1etl<>r  yvM«fd«y  lu  a  coiumltieo  in  SouUi  Carolina,  I  nve  it  as 
aiy  judKu>eal,  in  Ihe  event  of  FreniMit's  eleclion,  the  Dmilli  ihoulcl 
Doi  pause,  liul  proceed  at  once  to  -inimediHie.  aIiM>liit<>,  nod  etemal 
eeporailon.'  $'■  I  »iii  u  cuiilidnle  fnrlhe  Ursl  bailer."  RemliilKeocM 
of  Joue*  A-  lluiuiltou,  t>.  tit. 
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Democrats  had  boneted  that  tliey  ecarcelj'  knew  how  thejr 
coulii  intike  room  for  converts  in  (heir  over^fnll  ratiki). 
The  time  during  which  they  thonght  the}-  might  imlnlge 
in  such  jests  did  not  IiiMt  long,  tut  altliungh  their  le«den 
had  rpcognixcd  the  neccsMi'ty  of  treating  tbp  feeling  of 
discontent  which  jirevailed  in  the  northuni  wing  of  the 
mrty,  with  ^n-M  dipUtinutie  £kill,  in  thv  Iteginiiing  of  tho 
ejtmpuigii,  th«y  were  only  solicitonts  that  the  eloctioD 
tnigbt  lit  brought  into  the  boiiM  of  reprv^en  in  tires  by  tlie 
Fillmoi-eited.  They  did  nut  coi^ceal  from  tUcniSt-IveA  tlial 
circnmstnre«e  miglit  be  different  after  four  years,  but  tli« 
pot^sibility  of  a  direct  defeat  iecmcd  to  them  to  be  *tiU 
excluded  for  the  reason  that  the  lleimblicans  were  waulJug 
in  two  ttiitigti  which  nit  professional  [irjliticJaua  had 
liecome  accnAtoinud  to  hmk  upon  aa  conditions  essential  to 
sntxes*.  They  liad  ntill  lo  a  great  extent  to  organiic 
tlieniselven  wlule  they  were  fighting,  and  tliey  bad  to 
organize  them!ielve«  and  to  fight  without  being  able,  in 
the  way  usual  bttherlo,  to  procure  tbu  money  necescar}' 
tor  a  pi:iHtit'al  eainpaign.  They  could  not,  like  the  Deino- 
enils,  inip<itw  eontrihiitions  on  tlie  entire  army  of  fedeni 
otticinU  for  election  parpoees,  and  be«ides  employ  that 
army  in  the  agitaHon,*  and  the  wealthy  merchant*,  laanu- 
fiicturers  and  capitalists  who  by  voluntary  »iib«oriptiua« 
were  able  to  collect  a  very  respectable  campaign  fund,  liail 
few  repreeentatives  among  them,  while  they  bad  flueJccil 
nbinit  Fillmore's  lianner.*  In  some  states  not  even  the 
incinid  to  meet  the  moat  ncccMiury  expenses  could  be  pro- 
cured, and  the  leading  cominittee«  of  other  statoa  liad  io 
come  to  their  aM.<i.<tance,  although  within  tlietr  own  bordrn 
they  wonld  ha\'e  t'onnd  very  good  use  for  every  dolhtr  they 


( On  lb«   •mitttiyiufiflt   BiMle  of  th«  poslntuiart,  m*  iba  S.  Y 
Tribtin*  of  AuKUttI  -1, 11:^1 
*  S«e  tiuf  cmnpIiiialB  at  tlie  N.  T.  TriiuHt  of  AnenKt  2. 1830. 
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liiul'  But  it  bccnine  tnanireBt  thaU  ia  the  country  wliicli 
tliu  ignoraucc  ami  riiitriseei^in  of  Europe  di.-crieil  ns  tlii: 
cuuutry  of  tlie  **  uUniglitj-  ilollar."  a  vi^joroua  electural  cam- 
{migii  mijilit  l>e  comliicted  with  a  very  modest  cainpatj^ii 
timtl  when  a  great  moral  idea  was  the  sUudarJ  of  the 
party. 

Sucli  an  electoral  campaign  the  I'liion  had  not  vet  seen, 
and,  up  t/>  this  very  day,  the  wonderfid  upectiide  which  it 
presented  liii«  nut  liueii  nipented.  The  money  «t  the  dis- 
jwsal  of  the  FilUuoreiteft  cnidd  nnt  prevent  t^oir  ranks 
jrruwing  thiimt-r  daily,  and  tliose  wh<t  remaine«l  were  far 
from  thoroughly  agreeing  to  the  principle  that  the  first 
duty  of  every  patriot  was  not  to  allow  the  Itepiib- 
iieaoe  vho  had  become  guilty  of  "high  treason^*  to 
obtain  the  8nprernncy.3  The  expectations  of  the 
lEepublicans,  on  the  other  hand,  were  suri>i)66cd  wher- 
ever  they  called   a  meeting.'     They   liad   no  need   of 


■  Or««lej wrll«e oa  the  fflhof  Aiisatt  to  Pike:  "W^  Freutootera 
i>ftlit>i  tnvrn  (Ni'W  York!  tmv?  nut  one  ili>Il.irii'lipri>  ili^  Filliii<ir*Ka» 
Hnd  BucliBUi«rB  have  ten  mirh,  and  ire  bnve  Pennaylvtiiiin  Btid  New 
J*t*vy  l»>ib  OD  our  *liuuMcn.  Encli  Blsto  li  iiU<?rl>'  i»l«cral)l<?,  lo  ftu- 
iw  moiiQy  bcontenied;  ««  must  tupplf  Ihem  Kllb  documenta.  can- 
TOM  tliem  with  onr  l)p«t  opniikirn,  nnd  \my  tor  Dioir  rnoma  to  Apt-alt  lu 
aad  our  blUa  to  iaTlt«  tliem.  Tbia  U  all  w*  ran  do;  pertiaps  iuor« 
tiinn  viv  Mliill  *U(rc«*ti  in-  IliU  mo  luncli  wn  bftvo  iimlrrukt^ti.  and  «ball 
Iry.  Th«  T«hl  tutim  b«  tiikra  car«  nt  els«vrlior«,  or  muM  go  ft*  ll  will" 
Pike.  Firet  IJIima  nf  the  Civil  War.  p.  MH 

*S»i>  Itie  Iplier  of'Clitirle*!  .V.  Dadh  of  lbs  S4th  of  July  to  Pike,  on 
a  IwrgMn  tM:tnc«D  iLc  >'illiiiurcil?t  niiil  Ibc  RrputdicnnH  iti  Vvim- 
tyUaaia.:  "Silll.  a|>iri  finm  nil  ibia  buialnlag.  I  think  Iha  pr(M|)«n 
in  Pwiu^lvaniB  in  rnpiilly  iiiipruvin^.  Uur  {trivHic  nrrounu  ar*  all 
kc«1)«dI,  and  iudicale  llie  iua»a  of  iho  Fllluior«  ineu  are  comiBK 
over."    lb.,  [ip.  Ui.  SIU. 

•  In  Dina'd  letter  alreadjr  referred  to  we  read:  "The  imlh  Is  tliat 
Ibe  [woplDOTC  mucb  moro  rorur  Ibaawo  havp cuppovrd.  IhnTo  bci^a 
fpraklDg  orouDd  a  ^ooddeal  lo  flutu.  ud<I  aui  ererywliere  aitoolslit^l 
■I  the  d«fitli  and  ardor  of  the  )>(>|>ulnr  urntitiienl.  Wlier<-  we  l<'«i>i 
exiMCt  ii,1arj;e  aikd  enHiuaiastlc  crowds  tlirong  to  llie  me(rilD£a  and 
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the  cmptj  apparntua  vliich  occ*»ion»lly  gitw  P«^ 
demoufttntiuiie  in  Americ»ii  electoral  campatjrns  tLe 
uppeanuice  of  canii\-al  iMtiWties  to  insure  lhcin«jlve» 
nanterooB  audience,  and  men  vboso  hair  bad 
ijleadied  and  bodies  lient  by  age,  as  well  lu^  youUu 
whona  the  eame^tneM  of  life  was  still  bat  nntutted  tbeorjr. 
followetl  tliu  utterances  nf  half  a  dozen  ^peakeni  M-Ith  »ai-li 
strained  attention  that  they  fnrgut  the  beat  of  the  ciiig 
days.  Here  and  there.  indeMl,  faQaciddiu  appealed  tn 
feeling  in  oider  to  aw-aken  piusion,^  bot  in  general  Uui 
Bpeaken  kept  strictly  within  tbe  bounds  wbich  Uie  oBieii 
programme  bad  estatliE-bcd  un  tbe  ground  of  Hut  cor 
siitatiou.  If  they  had  called  for  a  revolntioOf  tbey  would 
soon  bare  caccumbed  under  ilie  conibinol  assault  of  tbe 
Fillmorcites  and  democrats  bat  tbe  Fhtladel|ibia  plat- 
form  claiiQc<l  to  be  strictly  oonMirratirc,  and  only  becaase 
tbe  massed  were  couvin^  tbat  it  wa«  Liued  oa  tbe  rocky 
fuiindatioD  of  the  cunEiitntluti  and  liad  ita  ruut«  In  tbe 
eternal  principles  of  Ciiri^iimi  monllty.did  llie  call  to  tbe 
great  and  holy  struggle  awaken  a  powerful  echo  In  their 
bearta.  Ucnoe  tbe  tnorement  did  not.  on  the  whole,  partake 
of  the  bacdianalian  cliaractcr  wIUcIi  revttlutiooa  ar«  Tunt 
to  bare,  and  yet  ita  idealism  was  so  gnat  tliat  it  made  a 
powerfal  iniprefi^ion  on  tbe  moat  |ia&4iaiiaie  and  aiocere 
upponenu  of  the  party.  Tlie  pulilieians  did  not  ucnl  u 
tabor  in  the  aweat  of  their  bruw,  in  order  to  mora  the 
inert  mass;  day  by  day,  it  became  nwro  ap^Muvnt  tbat 
the  pnbtic  opinion  of  the  D»nh  was  being  Ultod  by  a 
spuUiDeoitt,  fviwerfBl  tidal  ware  to  a  higher  inldlectnal 


>Il  H  4  pMl  caanM. 

■  $«*  tumm  chancMriMfe  vnaplM  «C  Mch  waul  of  BoilratbMi  no 
tto  pan  of  tt*|wUlcaB  pomtrtit,  ia  Ooafr.  Gtotaa,  let  3«aa,  t4ih 
Ctaocr^  Api>^  p.  lOH. 
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bhU  moml  level.  Many  of  those  wlio  were  still  wavering 
were,  indeed,  gaiiie<J  over  Uy  the  fHct  tliat  tlie  hiftiorv  ut' 
the  development  orelavocrntio  Biipr*in«cj  over  tbe  Uoion, 
in  hroad  outline,  vas  presented  ti»  iheir  couteinplatiou, 
but  on  tlifi  question.  "Wlietlier  and  'iVhy  bounds  Blionld  l»e 
get  to  tJiat  siipreinncy,  most  of  tlii?ni  )ind  mlcen  a  posilion 
JQBt  as  decided  rs  tlie  Bpeakera  themselves,  bo  tbnt  in 
respect  t4j  it,  hII  thut  w»a  needed  was  a  ditHMission  as  to 
How  the  ijr^inixalion  of  resistance  to  it  ^hixiid  be  etTected. 
Calhoun  and  other  sctithern  i-adicale  ha<i.  years  before, 
called  attention  to  the  fact,  tiia'.  the  growing;  hostility  of 
the  north  was  bo  frightful  a  dan«iT  to  the  sonth  becauRe  it 
had  its  roots  in  rcligio-iuorai  convictions,  it  is  certain 
that  tlie  whole  lit«tory  of  the  slavery  question  is  nninlelli- 
^ble,  iinleHfi  this  be  understood  and  a]>pn.-ciHted,  and  it  \» 
equally  certain  that  it  is  just  us  uniiilelligitilu  unless  it  he 
understood  and  appreciated  that  the  tendencies  thereby 
rreate^l  were  alwnys  couiitemcted  by  the  ronvictioii  of  the 
necessity  of  the  iinconditionHl  recognition  of  positive  liiw. 
Xothing  had  yet  been  cliaiij^ed  iti  this,  and  decidedly  and 
oinpbatieally  as  the  entire  Btnii.'gle  aj^inst  the  elavoemcy 
was  based  on  the  moral  rc]>i-ehensiblene«8  of  slavery,  the 
liepnblican  leaders  would  on  that  account  not  have  found 
that  feeling  among  the  masses,  but  would  have  been 
decidedly  repelled,  if  they  had  endeavored  to  carry  aboli- 
tionist tendencies  into  tlie  H<:itutior].  Men  had  learned  to 
feel  truly  and  deeply  for  the  slaves;  they  hoped  and  to 
*ome  extent,  clearly  peiwived,  that  indirectly  and  in  the 
course  of  time,  llie  slaves  would  reap  the  advantagets  of 
what  was  now  striven  for,  but  they  ilid  unt  begin  acruswle 
for  them.  They  were  concerned  with  accomplishing  their 
own,  GmancijMition.  Tlie  breath  of  a  new  and  fervent 
idealittni  which  stirred  in  the  Iie»d«  and  the  be:irtti  of  iIiif 
Qtlieru'iee  so  cW  and  calcuhiting  people  had  its  origin  in 
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tlie  fact  th*t  tliey  haci  come  bftcTc  to  themselviw  iin<I  ftmnd 
tlieiiiselves  sgtiin  in  tlipir  Ijetter  instincts,  their  deepi-r 
Cl>nrictiunl^  tlieir  inonil  u'lll-power  and  tlieir  own  Mti!«iii. 
The  llgiire  which  liml  m*  frequently  been  ahii«(^l  coalrl  nnw 
Im  employed  with  prupnoly:  the  eitr^  of  the  pu|iuliition  of 
the  frco  gtAteH  had  Hu-nkcncd  to  the  c<>n&eiotidiie£a  that 
they  wci-e,  indeed,  r  young  f^iant  and  that,  Ihtireforo*  tlw 
cotton  boiidg,  h\  which  he  had  nllon'od  hiin»ulf  to  ho  tied, 
were  a  disgrfic«,  nud  they  hod  only  a  smile  of  contempt 
lor  the  patriotic  Philistinism  which  wished  to  keep  tliu 
young  giant  fruui  tdrutuhing  lu«  nti<;hty  limlm  and  bnrat- 
ing  his  bondii,  hecaiiftc  o{  tht-  puin  it  wuiild  ciiuec. 

In  the  Spring,  tlie  party  Jcadcrs  bad  scarcely  calculntnl 
on  the  possihility  uf  a  rictorj'.  It  is  said  ihiit  Thnrlow 
Weed,  who  was  orcditcd  With  Iiaving  the  Uneitt  feeling  for 
the  pnlee  of  iinblic  opinion,  hod  wished,  on  thie  aocouot. 
that  SewardV  oindidacy  might  Iw  poitpoiied  four  yt 
more. '  Th*?  course  of  tJie  camjiaign,  howoi'er,  soon ' 
showed  that  a  defent  waa  by  no  means  eimnly  a  iimttor  of 
course.  "When,  in  September,  the  statu  electiotis  In  Maine, 
ae  Greeley  cxpre««ed  himself,  yiehlod  results  brilliatii 
beyond  all  cxpecluiion,  hope,  with  many,  waschangc^l  intn 
an  asHuriuicv  of  victory.  Puna  said,  on  the  5tli  uf  (-krtobvr. 
that  there  waa  lio]>e  that  all  titc  free  states  would  volo  li<r 
Fremont,  and  even  now  he  iicagined  that  he  heard 
despairing  cry  of  tlie  drofvning  I)emocrat«  and  con9ervft>1 
tlves.'  Greeley,  on  titc  other  hand,  who  wa«  really  of  a 
pungnine  temperament,  wished  for  a  weekly  repetilioo  of 


■  Barnn.  M«tDair»rTliHrlow  Wv«d.p.2l2. 

>"Tlic  tide  tsriaing  -.riili  knuli  u  Ii  -InM  m  (he  Bay  ot  Toady  \ 
you'll  liear  an  ftwrul  ii|UmIln|;  nuiuni:  llir  )ii)ji»  anil  Jnckusnt  wht 
th«y  come  lo  droVTD.  .  .  .  My  ini|>i9«4iua  d<iw  is  lliil  »«cry  Irw 
Maid  will  vols  for  KrenoaL"  nkf,  First  Blovri  ot  tlw  Ci'tl  \\»i, 
p.  919. 
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Ihe  elajtions.  t>cc»iise  there 


)t  need  of  it,*  niul 


was  urgent 

'n-ciillwl   tUe  olil  recipe  lor  Imre-cooking:     "First  c«tc!i 

your  hare.'**     The   Octolier  election*   in    Peniitvlvnnin 

I  showed  that  tliis  exhurtatinn  to  wait  with  their  vielorioiis 

'  fanraree  until  Freniotit  was  really  elected,  had  l>eeii  very 

inucli    in    plnee.     The    Deitiovrats    were    successful,    ntul 

although,  the  Itepiiblic«n  piijwre  regaled  their  remlere  with 

all  Borte  of  proof  thnt  no  L-uUchision  as  to  the    November 

elections  could   be   interred  thcrefroia,  tlicy  knew   well 

tenougU  tliRt  BuchuiifinV  election  was  exrnsidcrcd  as  good 

'na  certain,  for  ntlcr  Pennjjlvniiia  had  been  lo8t  ecarccly 

nnythin;^  was  to  be  expected,  from  Illinois  and  cej)ccially 

from  Mew  Jersey. 

Bachunan  was  chosen  by  174  electoral    votes   against 
tl23;  Fremont  received  114  and  Filhnore  only  the  8  votes 
)f    Maryland ;     the    popii lar    vote    was    ns    tbl lows :     for 
Bttchanan,  1,850,960;    for  Premant,  1,334,553;   and  for 
Tillmore,  835,960.     Tleiice  Huelianaii   owed   )iis  election 

ionly  to  n  minority  of  the  voters;  he  was  tacking  nearly 
870,000  votes  of  nn  nbgoiute  mnjorily.  The  result  of  the 
election  was.  therefore,  very  far  t'rom  being  as  satisfactory 
to  the  Demucratft,  ae  it  appeared  to  l>e  from  the  elccti^ral 
Vote.  And  the  more  closely  the  several  factors  of  wliich 
tlie  aggregate  sum  was  composed  was  exainiii&l,  the  less 
reason  h»l  they  to  he  satisfied  witli  the  result. 


I 


*  He  writes  on  tbe  iUt  orS<>picmber  to  Pik«:  '■  I  iril  yon  tlie  llrhi 
tti  hot  mul  hnnvy  in  P^iinivlvaiiiit,  Nitw  J-nu^.  and  IIltiiDig.  1  hops 
'1lie»v,  nitb  CaJiforuiK,  nr«  all  tlie  ilouMful  fr«t>  alalia.  .  .  luii«DS 
aettnti  toVmk  liHter."     Iti.,  p.  3-W. 

'ITe  uTltea.  October  0:  "Ii  is  l>enten  Into  my  banea  tbut  lb« 
Amfric»n  r<">i'lf  ar-'col  yet  «nli-sliiT«y,  tlK'uuli  I  live  in  lliv  ■>«))« 
lliai  Uiey  will  Ivecome  m>.  are  becomiDS  »u.  8ltll.  1  Bpp»ctnie  Uie 
wUxlotn  of  Mrt.GlHi'*dlr»cilnt)i  rorbarfr-cooklnf;, '  Pint,  catch  your 
liare.'  I  tliink  >-an  incline  (o  hegla  at  the  otber  etid."  Bat  he  hIm 
ir»i    "Ttw  firotpvci  tjr)ght«DH.    I  hop«  wntball  win."    lb.,  p.  BiSO. 
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Of  the  885,960  votes  wliich  Fillmore  liad  received, 
498,117  were  cast  in  the  slave  states.  If  these,  in  the 
next  election  were,  -without  exception,  given  to  the  Derao- 
fratic  candidate,  that  candidate  could  gain  bj  them  only 
the  eight  electoral  votes  of  Marvland,  On  the  other  hand, 
relatively  very  small  variations  in  the  popular  vote  of  the 
free  states  might  cause  decided  changes  in  the  electoral 
vote.  In  the  slave  states,  a  total  of  1247  votes  had  been 
cast  for  Fremont,  and  he  had  received  votes  only  in 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  Kentucky,'  Tliat  the 
liepublicans,  therefore,  were  now  actually  a  sectional 
party  could  no  longer  be  questioned.  But  it  by  no  means 
followed  from  this,  that  its  programme  must  be  a 
reprehensible  and  unpatriotic  one,  and  if  tliat  did  follow  it 
would,  liave  been  totally  irrelevant  in  respect  to  the  most 
material  question  whether  it  would  presumably  come  into 
power  after  four  years.  But  the  person  who  did  not 
intentionally  shut  his  eyes  must  have  inferred  from  the 
result  of  the  present  election,  that  this  question  should. 

'  There  is  no  tloubl  that  Fremont  would  have  received  some  votes 
in  other  slave  states,  if  the  "Iraitora"  did  not  fear  the  worst  con- 
sequences for  their  persoos.  Wilson,  in  a  speech  delivered  on  the 
Ifilli  of  Deceiiil)er,  1S5G,  gave  some  very  forcible  proofs  of  this.  See 
the  Congr.  Globe,  App.,  pp.  fiC,  C7.  The  two  following  quotations 
deserve  special  attention:  "In  llie  city  of  St.  Louis,  neaily  ihree 
thousand  Germans,  to  show  their  devotion  to  lilierty,  went  lo  liie  bal- 
lot-boxes, when  they  could  get  u])  no  stale  ticket  for  Fremont,  .iDii 
voted  for  Milbird  Fillmore,  the  Know  Nothing  candidate,  with  the 
word  'Protest'  printed  on  Iheir  ballots." 

"Mr.  Moses  C.  Church  .  .  .  was  driven  from  Georgia  for  writ- 
ing home  to  his  father  (in  Michigan)  these  words: 

■"The  working  men,  non-slaveliolding  mechanics,  and  others  who  are 
dependent  upon  their  daily  labor  for  their  support,  feei  son'ly  llie 
I'onipelition  of  non-paid  labor;  and  they  do  not  hesitate  to  say  Ihev 
would  vote  for  Frenn>nt  if  Ihey  had  a  chance.  As  voters,  ihev  are 
three  to  one  of  the  slavehokJers,  and  they  are  fast  finding  oui  ibeir 
slrength.'" 
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Uie  greatest  probability,  be  answered  io  the  affirm* 
tttivc. 

In  eight  etalvs,  Krcniunt  liad  rcreireil  an  nlieolute,  and 
in  Uiruo  others,  1  a  rclntii-c  innjurtty.  Biicliiman  had, 
indeed,  received  the  electoral  vole  of  live  free  stiitcs,  but 
under  siteli  <; ire iiin 6 traces,  that  Brown  of  Mi^Aiuippi 
declnred  in  the  eenate,  that  the  victory  was  almost  a 
defeat.*  In  New  Jersey,  IlliiioU  and  California  the 
Detnocmls  hnd  only  a  relative  majority,  and  in  Peurt- 
(ylvanin  and  Tadinnn,  whei-e  they  liad  received  nuabeolnto 
aiRJoritj,  that  innjority  niiionnted  only  to  627  and  47U 
rotes  respeelively.  To  what  art*  i-ecoiir**;  liiid  been  bad 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  reach  this  result,  ha«  l>den 
already  related.  As  these  arts  conld  not  be  employed 
tnccft^stiiUy  again,  and  it  was  besides  very  doubtful 
wlicther  Buchanan  or  any  otlier  Pennttylvanian  woidd  be 
ciioi<«n  as  a  candidate,  the  Democrats  liad  certainly  no 
reason  to  calculate  with  great  confidence  tliat  they  would 
be  the  victors  ngain.  And  this  was  atiU  niore  improbablt!  in 
Illinois.  There.  Kichardpou,  Douglases  first  adjutant  in 
the  parliamentaTy  campaign  for  the  Kansas-Kebraslca  bit), 
had  been  beaten  in  the  election  for  governor  and  the  entiru 
Itepnblican  state  ticket  had  been  elected.  Only  two 
ocimpeled  for  the  office  of  treasnrcr  and  Rhboiigb  the 
Ueiiiocmtic  candidate,  (he  "honorable  John  Atoore,'*  was 
n  pfipular  perRonnge,  the  Republicans  were  victorions  by 
a  vote  of  21.000  votes.  But  if  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois 
were  gained  over,  the  lieptiblicans  wonid  still  neod  two 
electoral  volee,  if  3I«ryland  gave  its  eight  to  the  Demn- 
cratic  candidate;  and  if  the  licpnblicaa  cause  made  any 


'  New  York,  Ohio,  ud  lova 

*  CVxigr.  til«be,  3ttl  Ueu^  I}lUi  Coogt.,  Apii.,  p.  WJ.     Bronn  wrouKlj 
•njn  fonr  iniieiul  orilT«  lUtcs. 
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prognM  at  all,  the  Bcmocrau  bad  nut  niocb  procpect  of 
bolUing  ladiaoa. 

Tlieee  facta  eliowcdf  that  the  dajs  of  the  loag  aw) 
almoet  onintcrruptctl  supremacy  of  tlie  DoraocraUc  party- 
were  numbered,  uale«»  the  sLivucracj  a^rectl  lo  be  booeattr 
and  jtennmieiuly  Mtisfied  witb  what  !t  had  aJreadr 
ubiaiued.  Only  on  thU  condition,  could  the  aepanition 
of  the  larger  half  of  iU  northern  wing  lie  preccnttKl,  and 
the  mass  of  the  conservatives,  who  had  m>w  volud  fur 
Fillmore,  perhaps  he  induced  to  join  the  Democratic  camp. 
But  both  of  these  things  would  liappen,  if  the  Deinticrab: 
were  to  succeed  io  the  electoral  c«m|Mii{;n  of  1S60,  for 
every  one  was  convinced,  liiat  tbe  coii«;r\Titivefi,  if  they 
appeared  a^n  as  au  independent  pArty  nf^er  four  yeare, 
nrould  have  ghrnnk  to  too  finall  a  nutubcr  to  bo  ablOi 
dirt-ctly  to  f.Yerri»v  a  coutrulling  inflncncc  on  the  decteion* 
and  the  moBt  intelligent  sunthem  radicals  who  thought 
they  contd  best  aenre  the  canse  of  the  clavocracy  by  telling 
the  unadorned  truth,  (Vankly  acknowledged  ibaC 
Hnchaiiaii's  vlecUoii  wits  dne  sutely  to  the  Fillmoreitei.  > 

'  The  Chu-IsilOD  JTnwy  *^  Koran Iwr  13.  18M.  wriiMi    -  Id  tb« 
mitlict  of  all  Utew  cvldMkCM  of  teelkioal  bosillii;,  wlilcb  mtt-  Dfvrr 
w  tmug  M  amr,   ««   an   mIImI   Dpoo   to   receha   lb*   frleciioa  oT 
>lr.  Bocbaaao — elected  benow  tbe  eii«iulei  of  ili«  snath  cuuld  not ' 
aj;r«e  amaof;  tb*ni«»lT«»;   *-\»ict*d  hyAT^nr  bduiII  niajnrlty;    eJnrted 
liT  a  miaurilj  uf  tliv  popnlar  lole;  tarn  (trvof  of  llir  pmatrac*  of  tba 
tTjilon  tad  cooslituiooAl  princiiilet,  mad  aa  b  pJpilge  that  Ibe  emh\ 
ditioni  of  the  coaMetaicy  are  lt«rv«n«r  to  lie  faStbrulljr  fulftUvL     W« 
ibtok  we  havr  a  rvuoaaUe  quaalliy  vt  cmliilltj.  but   we  hsT*  mC 
radogb  Ut  kwallow  ibis  civmL"    The  wuUirrn  FlUmoniCM  «{  coiuw 
dainaed  ibe  meril  oT  liarisf  saved  die  I'bIoh,  gtUl  mora  aophmhvflf  ■■ 
for  tb«lr  panj.    Tbiu,  for  tntiaDOV.  Ibr  CArontVl*  oa^  > 
Aogncia,  Oa..  writM  immwilialclj  aA«r  tbe  cteetlDa :    'Tbi-^ 
i:«BtIeiiieii  (tbe  radical*  ut  Um  noolh)  d«cpiTe  UieokMltea    Tbirj  tiurit 
hsU  ao  haod  la  Ibe  defe&t  o(  FVmdool    Tbe  sam^  men  amoiif  th«-a, 
U  SBT^  such  !&*'•  ara,  know  TttTT  w«ll  that  if  Ur   Killtunre  bntl  ifvt 
dl'ndvd  \ht  otinb — If  tbe  Amcrlcaa  paitj  had  dui  uouH  flrmljr,  tsuvvt^ 


^ven  those  who  were  not  able  to  understand  tjint  tlio 
tlavDcracy  cuiild  nuL  sUml  tilill  on  tlif>  way  which  it  bnd 
hitherto  gone,  were  ohlij^l  to  iidinit,  from  the  very  first 
moment,  that  that  alwohite  condition  precedent  of  another 
Uoint-cratic  rictorj  would  not  be  fulfilled,  Of  whnt  n*o, 
therefore,  wontd  it  have  been,  if  the  elavucracy  had  the 
jiouibilttf  to  <lu  this,  since  it  did  not  will  to  do  it,  und 
since  it  annonnced,  in  its  nsiial  prcsumjitnous  and  pro- 
voking tone,  thiit  it  neither  willed  to  do  it  nor  would  do 
it.  The  danger  of  r  diiisoiution  (if  the  irnion.  the  Kidi- 
mond  ICntjuiivr  pnid  was  pjut,  for  sln^'ei-y  whioh  wa» 
growing  mm-e  and  more  popular  evcrji'  day,  wae  the 
alroiigi^bt  l-Kdid  tliat  hehl  it  together.' 

If  the  sonth  were  compelled  or,  at  least,  resolved  to 
abide  by  the  f>oliey  which  had  called  the  Ikepnlilienii  party 
into  bcingr,  and  which  had  brought  it  »n  near  to  victory, 
after  only  one  year's  exifitence,  the  Kepubhcane  hud  i-eallj 
no  reason  to  be  diecoiirnged  by  their  defeat.  The  nearer 
the  ftlavocracy  came  tit  kee]>iiijf  its  witrd,  the  more  iin- 
dvrubted  did  it  become,  that  the  iiOAt  prcaident  would  be  & 
Ifcpnblican.  This  the  lEepublicAns  fully  understood. 
Tlieir  leaders  and  newspapers,  therefore,  spoke  in  tone*  at 

and  itcwiilf  a^invt  Itie  Ffee-Soll  kont— Mr.  Duchuiui  would  hiire 
tiMB  mt«ly  overwlielmed.  in  spile  of  all  the  goTpronient  palronaite, 
(ill  tlif  )lr)b(^ry  uid  comipcioo  unM^rupuUmily  ti»ed  in  bi*  fftvor  To 
Mc  Fillmore  and  bis  pvty,  aod  to  Uiem  alone,  ia  doc  Uie  faonor  of 
il^CtFatln^i  Fn>nioiiL" 

"•All  dniifor  of  It  distolnlloQ  Is  over.  t^InKerj-  will  Iier«an*^r  be, 
asit  iilwa]':>  liiLi  Imtd,  Uic  BIranEexl  bnnd  and  crnicni  of  oar  L'nkm. 
.  .  .  We  write  tills  nrtkle  lliua  early  utter  llie  eleclion  (wblcti, 
uf  ittelf.  i*  nnotlier  *ttikJDg  vridcDcc  <>l'  tlir  $n.«>'liii^  populaiit)- of 
D«>l^*lavery).  lOHbovrilinLae^o  tltveryuid  ilie  I'nloa  must  Kinnd 
«<r  fall  iQ^Uinr,  nml  Unit  in  Inlkinfr  nfdlKtinton,  ia  ovoni  n(  KtviiKini's 
rltvtlon,  we  weie  but  poloiing  oat  !t»  inevitable  coaHmiiienr''  imd 
ntimlnUlerini;  sulutnry  warniDpr.  Thu)i  viv  wcrf  MlvocntinE  the  cauM 
•)('  iU«  V'dIod,  Willie  tlio&e  wlio  mlkM  Af  iinbtuiislon  were  dUiiaionisu 
,  of  Ike  ttoTftl  cbwiKtcr."    Tlio  N.  T.  TrOsne,  November  H.  1640. 
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progrflM  at  nil,  tbo  Detnccmts  hnd  not  mncb  prospect  of 
holding  Indiana. 

Tlicfic  facte  eliowed,  that  the  daj-s  of  the  long  and 
alraoet  miiiiterrupted  supremacy  of  the  Democratic  partM 
M-ere  numbered,  iiiilee^  the  slavocracy  agreed  to  be  buiicstlv- 
aiid  iicrrnaiieiitly  satislied  with  what  it  had  already 
obiained.  Only  od  this  condition,  conid  tlie  eejHiration 
of  the  larger  half  of  its  nortliern  wing  he  prevented,  and 
the  masB  of  the  consenativep,  who  Iiad  now  voted  for 
Fillmore,  perhaps  be  induced  to  join  the  Iletiiocralic  CAinp. 
Bnt  both  of  tlie&e  things  would  happen,  if  the  Deuiucrat«i 
were  to  succeed  in  the  clectori^l  cainpnig'n  of  1860,  for 
every  one  was  convinced,  that  the  conscn-ativcs,  if  they 
appeared  again  as  an  iodcpetident  party  after  four  years^ 
would  have  ehruiik  to  too  Mnall  u  nuiubur  to  l«  ablOi 
diructly  to  excrcifte  n  controlling  influence  on  the  decieicnit 
find  the  moat  intelligent  eouUieru  i-odicaU  who  tlionght 
ihey  could  best  serve  the  cause  of  (lie  shivocracy  by  telling 
the  unwdonied  trutli,  fnmkly  acknowled^jed  that 
JUicliananV  election  was  due  bvlvly  to  the  Fillmoi-eile^.* 

>The  ChurlMlou  V/rorr.v  o(  Knvemhvt  13,  iWfl,  writeBi     "In 
niKlH  of  alt  DiPie  DTJil^Dces  »r  tecllonitl  linetlDlj',  which  W*r«  : 
so  BiroDg  Ui   nuw,   w«  are  rittlcd   uiion   to  receive   Iho   etecllon  ofij 
Mr.  Biicliaa an— elected  tiecati^e  ilia  enemtaa  or  ih*  Mitiili  could  aol 
agtee  ■LiD'^ne  tlienitelveb;    rl^ct>ftd  hytt'twy  HniAll  niajnrjtj'i    elrctcil 
I);  a  mSuurity  of  llie  iirtpular  voie;  tu  a  i>roof  ofllif  jircviUcDce  of  the 
Vjilon  and  co»«titiiti(jnril  |iriiici|iI«M.  vnd  as  n.  jileilge   iliai   tfai>  can. 
ditioDS  oflhe  tonf«<l«rii(-y  iir«  Ii«real1cr  to  be  failliriillj'  folfilled.     Wft 
llilnk  we  huTP  H  rBMOunWp  (lunnllly  of  credulity,  boi  we  Itavs 
vnoiif h  to  awallow  (fala  creed."    The  M>utliarn  PillmnrQii^s  of  coiitM  I 
cluimed  tlie  merit  of  linvisg  eared  (he  L'aioD,  still  ia<ir«  empbattrallf^^ 
fin-  llieir  parly.     Tliiit,  for    iiiMance,   llii*  t'hnmifU  »n4  Stntintl  i/ 
Au);u«U,  Ga,  writes  immMiialely  aller  Ih^  election;     "Thc*«  vnllntit 
);«litl«nie]i  (lllo  rudicalB  of  llii?  mmiiIi)  dccpivp  llipmselvea.     Ttirj  liur* 
had  no  haiid  in  the  defeat  nf  Fremoni.     Tlje  SDiuf  tnon  ntnonp  tltni. 
If  any  aucb  iLere  me,  tmiw  ve-ry  well  tlml  if  Mr.   FiDuore  bad  nut 
divided  Uie  norlb— il'Uie  Aiu^^iiraii  imrty  liud  iimImImmI  llnnly.  It  lately 


Even  those  who  vera  not  able  to  iinderetand  tliiit  tito 
plavocracy  oonUi  not  etaml  fitill  nn  the  way  wliich  it  lind 
liitlierto  gone,  were  obliged  to  ailinit,  from  the  very  first 
moment,  ttmt  that  absolute  comJition  precedent  of  aimtlier 
I>einucrHtic  victfirj'  wuiiUl  not  lie  fnlHlIeil.  Of  what  ni-e, 
iberefnre,  would  it  liave  Iwen,  if  the  slavocnic^  hail  the 
^Kibititj  to  do  tbiii,  since  it  did  not  will  to  do  it,  antl 

|»ince  it  nnnoiinoed,  in  its  nsiial  pretinmptnniig  nnd  pro- 
I'oking  tone,  lliat  it  neJtliMr  willed  to  do  it  nor  would  do 
it.  TiiG  danger  ot"  a  dissolution  of  the  Vnioii,  tlie  Ricli- 
mond  £n.quirtr  m.\A  was  past,  for  slnveiy  wliicli  was 
growing  more  and  more  [K-pqlnr  every  day,  wa«  the 
6troQge6t  bond  Ihat  held  it  tojjetlier.* 

If  the  south  were  compelled  or,  at  least,  reeolved  to 
abide  by  the  policy  which  had  called  the  Ilejniblicaii  party 

I  into  being,  and  whicli  had  Iironght  it  bo  near  to  victory, 
after  only  one  year's  existence,  llie  Republicans  had  really 
no  reason  to  be  diBConraged  by  tlieir  defeat.  The  neiirer 
the  islavocracy  cjiine  to  keeping  its  word,  the  more  nn- 
dowbted  did  it  liecome,  that  the  next  president  wonld  be  a 
Kepiiblienn.       This    tlie    [tt-pnlillcunii    fully    iinderi^t«o(l. 

t  Tlieir  leailern  iind  newspapers,  therefore,  RjKikc  in  toncB  at 
uhI  ileaililj-  a)!ainiit  tli«  Fh»ft-StiU  tioil— Mr.  Iliitlijumn  woui<l  1ia?« 
tircD  utterly  overwlielmetl.  In  c[iilo  [>r  all  Die  gov»rnm«nt  patmnuf;«, 
ill!  Ibe  bribery 'tncl  curnipiiuii  iiiinLTU[»iliiut[Iy  UMil  Sii  hU  favor.  To 
Mr.  Fitlinore  nud  Ula  party,  uDcl  lu  Uiem  alone,  is  dae  Uie  booor  of 
i}«r«aiing  Fremont." 

II  "All  (Iadk*''' "f  adIasolalloD  la  over.  HUvery  will  tiereaOer  lie, 
ultalwayahu  been,  tit?  Blrong^nt  bond  unil  <'(^iiimit  »r  mir  Uiiinn. 
....  W«  write  Ihla  article  lUiifl  enrljr  uflvr  tliv  el'Wtiou  (wlildi, 
of  ItaelC  Ib  HDolliPr  alriking;  pviilenc*  or  ili«  jLTiming  populiiilly  of 
Itegro  tlnvory),  to  *liowthnl  ni'/;ro  atarer;  and  th»  Vnlon  must  Aland 
nr  fall  lonelier,  and  thnt  in  Inlkinp  ordlsnnioB.  la  ovenl  of  Krcni<jiil'a 
rl^tlon.  ue  vfjv  tint  ixiiiiiing  mil  lift  itinvilabi*  eniiiifiiU'Otii'i'  mid 
nilmioi»tcriD|;  Bftlulnry  warDloi.'.  TUus  we  werp  ndvot^iitin);  tlit  r&>i«a 
tif  ttie  Union.  vtIi'iUt  Iliosc  wbn  Inlltpil  nf  stilmiiHstlim  vfpre  dhunioiiisU 
of  ih»  wor*l  cliaracler."    TL«  X.  Y.  Tritiitne,  November  11,  18W. 
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least  as  liatiglitj  and  coufident  as  the  victors.  Instead  of 
giving  expression  to  a  feeling  of  disappointment  or  of 
showing  anr  signs  of  discoarageinent,  they  spoke  only  of 
their  reallr  unparalleled  saccess,  which  bordered  on  the 
miracnlous  when  it  was  recalled  what  the  state  of  their 
nffairs  a  \ery  short  time  since  had  been.^  Forward!  was 
their  watchword  alon^  the  whole  line;  forward,  save  Kan- 
sas,' and  break  the  yoke  of  the  slavocracy  with  the  eiipre- 
inacT  of  the  Democratic  party  to  which  the  majority  of 
l»eopIe  are  already  averse,  forever!*  It  was  certain  that 
the  watchword  of  the  slavocracr  likewise  would  be:  For- 
ward!  Bnt  how  the  conditions  of  the  struggle  had  changed 
for  the  slavocracy  I  In  almost  all  the  free  states,  the  pre- 
ixmderance,  in  the  state  governments,  was  insured  to  the 
Kepiiblicans ;  and  hence  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
which  deserved  the  name  of  the  citadel  of  the  slavocratic 


'  $««.  for  iDsldDce,  the  address  of  the  BepuNtcan  Association  of 
Waiihininon  to  tho  ll^publicans  of  ilie  I'niieJ  States  of  Nov,  iT,  ISW. 
fiuskev.  The  I'olitiial  T^xi  Iktok.  p.  i<H. 

»  Wilson  »akl  OD  the  IWlh  of  Deceniher,  ISjS,  in  the  senate:  -Tbe 
seoMlor  from  Texas  ^Husti  uiav  sneer,  and  others  titar  sneer,  at '  bleeii- 
itit;  KausAS;'  but  1  tell  him  one  thing,  that,  the  next  tlav  at  10  o'ol'X'L 
ttltt'r  the  presidential  election,  there  was  an  assemblage  of  men.  ci>n- 
linuing  through  twii  days,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  from  several  s'a;es. 
and  fnim  'bU'edioj:  Kansas' — men,  s^ime  of  whom  you  guanled 
)Uri>uj;b  the  sumuuT  moQihs  lor  treas>.'n — assembled  together  to  take 
measures  to  save  Kan.-'jis:  and  I  assure  Chat  senator,  aid  o!her>  who 
uiay  think  this  stru^^Ie  fi>r  Kansas  is  ended  with  the  elpciion.  that 
more  money  Las  l>een  t.t>Dtrlt<u:ed  sini.'e  that  eIet:tIon  than  daring  anv 
i!iree  months  of  the  whole  I'ontroversy,  Thousands  of  jnrmenls  have 
been  sent  to  prv'lect  that  suflVrin;  [vi.'pSe.  We  have  reSfiKei! — and 
we  mean  v  keep  lhj,l  resol'Jtiv'n — chat  if  by  any  lawful  effort,  unv 
I'erst'ual  savrifi^-'e,  Kansas  tan  V  s:»Ted  to  free^ii'm.  it  shall  be  ^aved 
in  spi'.e  of  your  prvst^ut  a.loi-.aisiration.  or  anyihiuir  that  yoiir  incom- 
iui;  *,!miuisttatioa  can  J.o."    Ci-u^r  Globe,  od  Sess .  34th  Con^.,  App.. 

p.  ..!■;. 

'S^  H^ory  Wiarer  PavJs  .f  Maryland  oo  the  restiltj  sod  ;esdo::» 
o:    Lie  el^'.iou.     lb.,  pv..  tJ".;.  ISJ. 
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power,  in  a  etill  higher  degree  than  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  coold  not  bnt  acquire,  as  a  consequence, 
&  very  different  physiognomy.  Even  if  the  Republicans 
maintained  only  the  ground  which  thej  had  hitherto 
giiined,  a  catastrophe,  within  the  next  succeeding  four 
jears  was  certain,  one  which  might  be  attended  by  incal- 
culable consequences  not  only  to  the  American  continent, 
bat,  indirectly,  to  the  whole  civilized  world. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

"GROWIKG  FOi'ULARITY  OP  SLA  VERT." 

How  tlic  Richnioiid  Ertfuirer  could  hnve  seen*  in  tlie 
pwsidcntial  election,  a  proof  of  the  growing  populunty 
ol"  elaverj.  eeeme<J,  st  tlie  fir^t  glance,  so  ^.tmiige,  that  one 
felt  tempted  to  look  iipori  the  assertion  h»  a  rather  [loiir 
joke.  If  it  had  spoken  onlv  of  the  clave  ^tatefi,  it«  a«- 
Bcrtioii  would  have  Ueen  intelligible,  for,  with  tNjUHl  pace 
with  the  increasing  Tinderstsnding  of  tlie  ceonf>mic  imtunt 
of  slavery,  walked  t«ndenciefi  of  the  tiliii'uorncy  whidi 
might  Iw  interpreted  by  snperHcinl  ob«erver»,  in  such  ft 
\ray  M  to  mean  precisely  what  the  Kichmond  Enquirtr 
had  alleged.  The  constitntionRl  views  of  the  elarocracy 
liad  alwnye  clian^d  with  its  waate,  until  it«  radical  reprc- 
eentalivfB  hud  concluded  to  emancipate  llicmfclvce,  to  far 
as  tlie  tL-rritorial  i]uc6tion  was  concomcd,  from  the  const!- 
tnliun  itfiolf,  luid  to  aeiK^rt  tlio  principle  tiiaC  eliivchulders, 
independently  of  it,  might  settle  in  any  ten-itorj  with 
tljL'ii-  eluvee.  But  even  that  no  longer  snffiL't'd  for  tlii* 
security  of  their  intere^t8,  I>ecan8e  in  the  terriinrie^  al> 
ready  in  existence  the  competition  of  fVee  InWr  proved  too 
powerful.  Ilcncc  it  wais  f<»rce<t  t«  turn  its  attention  mom 
and  more  steadfastly  to  regionii  in  which  it-  would  pre^ 
enmably  he  etjiial  to  this  com]wtilioii,  fur  that  tho  extf>n> 
Bion  of  slave  territory  was  the  condltimi  i»recedent  vl"  Uie 
mainlenancf  of  its  existence  wae  now  to  clear,  that  ft  t*o 
lunger  l(0«itat«d  to  defend  it«  demand  '{lyt  continnod  "ex- 
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fMneion'*b<r  on  aiiiiili listing  JQtlgmenl  on  tho  eoononiic 
iiHtiirv  of  sinvery. ' 

When,  ye«r8  ago  fome  nttoraooes  of  tlic  prc«8  ealtod 
nIteDtion  10  the  troplcul  n'gioDS  of  the  contiucnt,  tlio  op- 
|>onciite  of  elaverv-  turned  it  to  account  in  tlicir  luritation. 
liut  altliODgb  the  dreams  of  tjie  luture  uf  certain  iien-^ 
pAper  writers  were  ptiMislied  in  northern  journuls  and 
•Although  Uiey  vere  oocasioitally  called  to  mind,  thejr  hud 
tiot  made  a  dt-c-}>  impre^^iMn.  That  tliere  were  in  the  south 
lanstlcs  or  dfinagugtica  uiaakvnl  af>  fanatics  whu  lllowed 
th^  fktic^  »iich  reiu  crcvted,  indeed,  a  disKgreeaMe  feeU 
iog,  bot  did  not  excite  t«ul  alarm  for  it  seemeil  unimagin- 

'  Warner  of  G*orpi«  taiii  ia  the  hoatp  of  reprMeniatlvcs  on  ihe  IM 
•of  April,  1830;  "  Tb«re  U  nol  a  »Uv#lialilH  iu  llil*  housn  ra  aul  of  [I. 
bnt  who  kDovit  TwrlMil]'  w*!)  XhM,  ti-h»n>*r«r  ftlnv^ry  i*  cnaflDtnl 
wllliSncenalB  upecifled  llmlU,  lis  future  cxioteiKV  U  diKwirdi  Ills 
•oalf  a  qaMUun  nf  tiin«  an  to  iu  flnal  •IrMintction.  Yott  tun/  lake  maf 
•iBsU>lav«li«k1iii;CAt)niv  in  tb«  muthcra  tUtc*,  ia  vrbicli  lb«  gr^at 
-MaiilesoT  COCIOli  and  sugar  ai«  culuvatpil  to  aiif  axiem,  ami  ixiiifiti« 
111*  |)r«Mnt  alave  popnlojlou  wllkla  lite  lluiiu  of  Ihar  rnunljr.  Sticli  n 
lite  rapid,  dbIuibI  incrMM  af  Iboriavct,  and  the  rapid  exliHU>lioa  o4' 
Ilit>  «i)il  la  tlie  t-u1iiv3tloii  of  Ibow  crnps  .    ibat  in  a  r«w  /mk 

It  would  b«  im|>(HuiM(<  ta  tuppori  them  wilbio  the  limits  of  audi 
-cuuDty.  Both  luaMer  and  slava  would  ba  started  out;  and  what 
would  be  the  priKikal  eflVct  In  aoy  o»w  conuijr,  ili«  aamc result  wmik) 
lin|>p«n  10  all  lh«  ftlaT«lioldlng  states.  SUv<>r7  cannot  b*  conBaed 
wiibla  c«nain  »pe<-inr<l  limit*  without  prodnclns  the  d««truct)'in  of 
Ixilh  ntiinier  and  alavc;  it  requires  fre«h  land*,  plt^nty  of  wood  rati 
water,  »ol  only  fnr  the  comfort  and  Imppinow  of  the  alave,  Init  for  the 
lieDfldlof  tlie  oMiior.  Wo  under^iand  perfectl}'  well  the  pracikal 
street  of  iUk  pr<i|H>*e<l  riMtricUiJii  upun  our  riglitic.  nod  to  wliat  t^xtent 
Ii  iDtcifvrvK  vriib  rluier>'  ia  tbe  -latee;  and  we  nI>o  undcniond  the 
-objeci  and  purpiinr  of  ituii  inivrfrrencc.  If  (he  slnvehotdlng  atam 
•ibnold  ever  l>c  M  repanlle^i  of  tlieir  Hj^hts,  and  their  tiMior,  aa  co- 
equal stalea,  to  lie  willinji;  to  iiubniil  to  Ibia  propoM-d  [esirlirtiuD,  I'nr 
ilw  wke  of  harmony  ood  peace.  Ibey  could  uoi  do  ii.  Thvre  is  a 
preal,  OTennling,  practk-al  nereaally  wliirh  wonlil  prerenl  il.  Tbey 
^ught  not  tOttubuiIi  to  ii  upon  principle.  If  they  could,  and  could  nci 
If  Ibey  woidd."     Congr.  tllolM.  lai  6e*s.,  S4ib   Congr..  App^  |tp. 
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Able  t1iRt  tlieHe  drenms  of  oerlRin  fevcriuli  braiDH  cuiild 
inHtiire  into  pPDJects  the  execiitiun  of  whioli  it  woiilJ  Im? 
Bought  tu  ett'ect  iritli  terribid  eaniestncM.  This  vfut  non* 
ciiROged,-  fur  a  youii^  and  bold  adventurer  bad  alreadj 
achieved  eo  much  thHt,  in  slavocratic  circles,  tbc  brilliant 
prize  waG  looked  upon  ae,  in  the  main,  ttlrcndy  Bocnred. 

'William  Walker  was  not  yd  tliirtj  years  old,  bat  he 
liad  alrcadj  liud  an  CY4.'ritlul  carter,  when  he  beeatno  cou- 
viiicod  thut  he  van  call<:i),  an  a  tilibti»tiT  cliicf,  to  accutn- 
]>li»h  great  thiDgn  which  would  make  him  a  rival  of  Cortcz. 
and  Piziirro.  According  to  the  de8«:ription  of  an  anonr- 
muusadmirvr,  his  attractive  (nve  usually  wore  aa  expr«fc«ioD 
of  almost  inaidon-liko  gentleness;  only  when  his  dreamy 
gray  eyes  suddenly  lighted  u]>  and  the  quiet  and  laodeu 
man,  who  rt>iidily  mingled  with  and  was  lo»t  in  the  eriiwd. 
bt'^Hii  to  tnllc  i>I'  Ilia  great  ini^^ion,  cunid  ono  have  eng- 
pected  what  a  ticry  opirit  and  inflcitible  wilt  wero  conccnlcd 
iiuUcr  sQch  ineijEtiiticant  an  appcaranoe.  *  The  stody  of 
incdicinc  to  whii;!)  he  had  originally  devoted  liimsolf  liwl 
not  suBicient  attraction  for  him  to  indtirc  liitn  to  makc 
eren  an  attempt  to  practice  Uic  ai't.  Returned  fnun  a 
Kiirojieun  trip,  he  liegnn  the  study  of  law.  in  Teniiti 
H.-e,  bis  native  etute.  But  he  »eems  to  hevi:  had  a^  littloil 
taste  for  law  as  for  medicine:  We  toou  Oud  him  a 
jonrnalist  in  New  Orleans.  From  there  ho  moved  to  Sun 
f  rancisco  where  he  earned  a  living  with  his  pen.  Tlio 
world  had  had  no  occasion  thus  fur  ti>  i:oncem  itaelf  witli 
the  yonng  writer  for  the  ^«*ew  Orleans  Crvteeni  and  thv 
San  Francisco  Herald.  It  heard  lile  name  fur  the  flnt 
time  when,  in  the  autumn  of  1S53,  ho  leil  an  innv  of 
filibusters  from  San  Frnncifco  to  Lower  Culifomin,  imd 


■  Wliether  olbw- (Icflcripllauawtih  wlitcli  Iain  AntniMDlMl  Ijotwlilcb 
1iuT«  I«8s  of  tli«  ronantlo  In  tliem  are  note  conwM,  1  nra  nar  abl* 

loiny. 
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Hfterhc  had  reooired  reinforcements  from  California  set 
out  to  capture  Sonora.  Sot  hy  ]*owdcr  and  load  but  Ly 
prtiftaic  hunger  wna  the  expedition  eooa  brougbt  to  a  niift- 
vrable  end.  M'alker  who  luid  surrendered  himself  to  tho 
federal  aatlioritiea  in  San  Diego  was  proe>)cuted  for  vitila- 
tiou  of  the  neutrality  laws,  but  although  he  had  proclaimed 
hitnfielf  president  of  tlie  conquered  territory  and  had 
effected  the  annexation  of  Sonora,  he  -whs  di»c1iiirged. 

This  first  attempt  was  suSicientty  snccessful  to  render 
him  the  wtv'mx  of  an  extensive  adverttsement 

In  x?i(9ir.igna.  Castillon,  tho  leader  of  the  Liberals  or 
Democrats,  who  hail  been  dpfeateil  in  the  pre»identi«l 
election  of  1S54,  by  Clmmarro,  omieavoretl  to  overthrow 
his  rival  by  force  of  arnifi.  Although  fortune  favored  him, 
he  thought  he  wonkl  not  be  al'le  to  completely  overcome 
the  op[>uaing  party  without  foreign  help.  Ui^h-sounding 
proclamatiuiis  to  whicli  lar»e  promises  of  land  seemed  to 
give  a  substantial  foandation,  invited  the  tirat-horn  sor» 
of  American  freedom  to  hasten  tu  destroy  Chamarro'ft 
despotic  rale.  Walker  was  honored  with  a  special 
invitation,  and  soon  collected  a  handfnl  of  men  with 
whom  he  left  Sam  FriuiciBco.  in  May,  1855.  When  Mi»r- 
coleln,  the  ambassiul(.)r  of  Nicaragua,  complained  (June  2) 
ihnt  Walker  had  been  allowed  to  go  unmolested,  Man-y 
feigned  ingenuom^neiu)  and  repelled  the  grievance  lu 
iinlbandod  (June  S),  Binoe  Walker  had  lieen  enlisted  in 
the  military  service  of  Xicaragna  in  a  legitimate  mnnner. ' 
The  first  "battle" — the  very  euporior  bostilo  army  did 
not  yet  number  500  men — ended  in  his  retreat,  because 
tliu  native  tniops  immediately  HlhI,  but  the  50  Americans 
who  con»titntetl  his  real  "army,"  held  their  ground  eu 
long  that  the  population  began  to  look  on  him  aa  a  mighty 


>  3aa.  Ooc.  IM  and  Sad  Sess..  34tli  Cbagr..  Nu  AS.  pp.  31. 1^ 
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hero  and  to  fear  liiin.  In  a  new  battle,  at  Virgin  Bay,  lio 
won  a  brilliant  victory.  San  Juan  <lel  Sur  and  KivaB  were 
in  his  hands,  and  on  the  13th  of  October,  after  a  battle 
M'hich  lasted  only  a  few  minutes,  he  took  Grenada  whicli 
had  long  been  besieged  in  rain  by  the  Democrats.  Ae 
both  Chainarro  and  Castillon  had  died,  in  the  meantime, 
he  was  lett  complete  master  of  the  situation.  On  the 
231^1  of  October,  he  concluded  a  treaty  with  general  Cor- 
ral which  made  Patricio  Riras,  a  former  follower  of 
(.'linmarro  without  any  political  antecedents  or  any  impor- 
tance, jirovisional  governor,  a  mere  tigure-head,  but 
practically  put  the  reins  of  government  into  his  own  han'U 
S8  commander-in-chief.  It  was  not  long  before  he  fell  out 
with  llivas.  liivas  had  to  flee.  Corral  was  condemned 
to  death  by  a  court  martial  for  alleged  treasonable  intriguer 
and  shot.  "Walker  constituted  himself  the  official  head  of 
the  state,  and  was  inaugurated  on  the  12th  of  Jnlv,  ISoO. 
If  Walker  had  \\ad  to  do  only  with  the  population  of 
Nicaragua,  and  had  usevl  some  uK>deralion  in  the  exercise 
of  his  |x»wor.  it  would  presumably  have  been  easy  fur 
him  to  maintain  hiniscii.  lieoanse  now  reinforcements  of 
advcnlun^rs  Atui  senior?  frvni  the  United  States  came  t.i 
him  ivntinn-tlly.  Kur  his  meddiing  in  the  domestic 
(in:vrr«'ls  of  Niortn»i::;»  had.  frx-m  the  l-etrinning.  tille<J  the 
nt':^h";vri:)g  rvj>;;";'".:i'S  of  Oeniral  America  with  alarm, 
Tiii'ir  rt>pr»'So::iM:ivos  :;i  ^Va^ll:!^t:^■n  c<;>mplai;ied  that  thv 
iWiera".  j;x»\or:i;r.c:;:  hsvi  !;o:  iniorieivri  with  him.  Yrizarri. 
the  :»!ulv:(>>;»i;>'r  of  (.v.::i:i'::::\la  a!:d  5\-»:i  Salvador,  claimed 
tV.at  tV.»'  N  iosrs^;;.-*  Tra:;s::  l\"-";-isr.y  'Lsd  enconrageil  the 
;r^;;^;^»v.  ot'  :V.o  .-t.hcitr.rvrs,'  ir.ii  M-»Mna.  the  amlias;.idor 
. :'  t\'s:a  K-^-.-i.  :'.i>^"^::;  :;--i:  :V.o  S.^.y.it'ss  of  the  liiibiuters 
\»:-.>  i\;v.s"."i\:    o;':"v  Vv  :;-.e    oor.:: ,;er.ce   w;:h    which    thev 
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^3:(nipd  that  they  would  not  be  punished.'  But  their 
cuiii])laiiit3  were  of  couno  m  little  heeded  m  those  nl'  Mar- 
4i0lct4.  It  was  not  owiug  to  their  prute»t8  that  French, 
the  tir^t  aiubaSBador  of  tlte  Uivac^AValkcr  government  to 
AVu&hiugton,  \ra&  nut  received.  Pierce,  aB  be  eubsequently 
himscll'  eatd,  thought  lie  could  wait  longer  and  uvutcli  the 
development  of  tilings,  e^neciallj  as  French  was  a  citizen 
uf  the  United  States.  As  evcu  tins  reserve  w«g  severely" 
censured  by  some  Democratic  Boii&toi-s,  Walker  bad  no 
diDicntties  to  anticipate  from  that  bide  in  future,  unless  be 
fKitsed  them  Itim^etf.  But  his  impatience  ami  indiscretion 
increased  with  bi«  succcm.  Hi^  tore  down  the  Blrnetiire 
Fof  his  power  with  biti  own  h.'>nds,  as  rapidly  a$  he  had  put 
it  np. 

Trizarri's  complaints  about  the  Trattait  Company  were 
conceded  by  the  latter  to  be  well  founded.  Wlielher  the 
Company  made  ili>elf  agreeable  to  him  only  juat  to  the 
extent  that  his  actual  jiower  seemed  to  aujtjfust  a^  president, 
or  whether  it  hoped  that  it  could  iim.>  hiiu  fur  !t^  uwn  ends, 
need  not  be  cxaminetl  here.*     It  was  not,  however,  will- 


>  Dec.  80, 183S,    lb.,  p.  69. 

*C.  Vriailrrliilt  wriMHOn  th«>  SSih  of  March,  l&'W.  to  Marcf:  "In 
lli«  moatb  of  Januarjr  liui,  from  InroriDftlion  commuDlcftlMl  lo  me  hy 
the  lUrvcton  <uf  iLc  TninRil  t'omjinny),  1  knd  cuuso  (u  »i»pccl  tliAl  ccr- 
tlD  Kgenu  of  the  toiupanx  vrere  uldliit;  \Vi]ker  al  tlte  expense  o(  tlie 
ontpaAjr.  Tirnnty  tlioiMind  dollars  In  npiy-iit,  wliiln  *n  trannita  iu 
finr  uriliecnm|iaiiy'«  LonU.  and  for  the  ^a^o  carrlnge  ot  vrlitcli  the 
Cfliupan]-  were  rpKinmsiblp.  vieir  ukoii  hy  Walkw.  InvomigniioneoB- 
tirmrtl  ind  iucretiEed  my  au»pk-l<>D».  .  .  .  The  KivtulVtlker 
^v-nrnmeiit,  HO  c»lli?>l.  atitl  lirli)  ewnj-  in  Nirnraxim,  nnd  tbry  i*ere 
mnkiii^  tir^frnt  deaiaDili  ujhmi  llie  compajiy  (o  carry  uien  nn  Iheir 
iKCOunl.  Of  coor»c  «♦  wcrw  nblijird,  t«  toato  cxt«Dl,  t«  repird  tlii^a 
wtual  pow^r  In  Nlcaragun,  whalovex  might  he  tbe  charnHer  of  its 
orl;;ln  or  iit  it*  pt]T|iiw«<«.  1  refuMHl,  honnvcr.  in  .take  any  pawengrrv, 
uo  Hoy  occmiiti.  mIium  Tar^a  were  ooi  prepalij.  unl«M  tloy  weol 

laniMd  ami  ntowixl  a  pracoab]*  ii]i«>ni.    .    .    .    Hubi4't|Uf>ii[ty,  oa 
klsing  more  exactly  the  views  of  our  own  goreraioval  on  lh« 
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ing  to  debase  iteelf  to  playing  the  part  of  his  obedient 
handmaid.  Walker,  on  the  other  hand,  considered  it  an 
abBolnte  neceseity  to  make  hiinBelf  sole  master  of  the 
Transit  route,  because  to  control  the  land  it  was  neceasary 
to  control  the  lake.i  On  both  sides,  rivalry  won  the 
victory  over  common  interests.  The  Company  would  no 
longer  agree  to  carry  him  any  more  followers,  unless  their 
fare  was  paid  in  advance,  and  Walker,  on  the  18th  of 
February,  1856,  declared  its  charter  forfeited  for  alleged 
breach  of  contract. 

Whether  the  hostility  of  the  Company  was    counter- 


subject,  I  determined  to  carry  no  more  men  whose  fare  was  not  pre- 
paid."   lb.,  pp.  81,  83. 

'  He  writes :  "  The  necessity  for  the  American  element  to  prednmi- 
nate  ID  the  government  of  Nicaragua  sprang  from  the  clauses  in  ilie 
treaty  of  peace  (Oct.  2S,  180.')).  In  onler  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  that 
treaty — to  secure  to  the  Americans  in  the  service  of  the  republic  the 
rights  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  full  sovereign  power  of  the  state — 
it  was  requisite  to  get  into  the  country  a  force  capable  of  protecting  it. 
not  only  from  domestic  but  from  foreign  enemies.  Hence  the  ■  saW  of 
the  country,'  in  Rivas'  use  of  the  term,  was  a  foregone  conclusion  after 
the  23d  of  October.  Wallter  bad  sworn  to  have  the  treaty  obsei-ved  in 
all  respecTs.  He  was  responsible  before  Nicaragua  and  before  Ibe 
world  for  tbe  faitbful  execution  of  it,  and  above  all  he  was  bound  to  ibe 
Americans  on  the  Isthmus  to  gain  for  them  tbe  streugth  reqiii:-iie  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  privileges.  And  for  ihia  object  it  was  of  the 
first  importance  to  place  the  Transit  in  the  hands  of  those  pledged  by 
every  considpiation  of  interest  to  secure  tbe  permanence  of  the  new 
order  of  things.  Theold  transit  company  aimed  at  being  master  of  the 
government;  the  new  charier  made  the  owners  of  the  grant  the  ser- 
vants of  the  state  and  the  agents  of  its  policy.  The  control  of  the  Transit 
is,  to  Americans,  the  control  of  Nicaragua;  for  tbe  lake,  not  liie 
river,  as  many  think,  furnishes  tbe  key  to  the  occupation  of  the  whole 
f.tate.  Therefore,  whoever  desires  to  bold  Nicaragua  securely,  mii?t 
be  careful  that  the  navigation  of  tbe  lake  is  controlled  by  those  wlio 
are  his  slanchest  and  most  reliable  friends  .  .  .  tbe  main  object  is 
In  show  bow  tbe  policy  of  Uivas  toward  Ibe  Accessory  Transit  Coju- 
]i:iny  wiis,  as  it  were,  the  keystone  of  ihe  arch  supporting  bis  adminis- 
tration."     The  Warin  Nicaragua,  pp.  15C,  157. 
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inet'd  by  llie  fact  tlmt  now  Pierce,  as  ho  declnrod  io  n 
of  the  loth  of  ilfty,  recugiiizcU  tbe  uew  order  of 
things,  vad  very  questionable.  The  neighboring  republics 
'were  DOt  so  ready  as  the  United  Slater  to  e«.y  they  were 
eatietied  with  the  iiccompliehed  facts.  Costit  Rica  orderetj 
an  embassy  from  NIcanigiia,  with  scorn,  ont  of  tlie  conntry. 
and  president  Mora  ibsiied  so  provoking  a  proclamation 
tbat  Iiivns  coiiUI  not  help  answering  it  oti  the  11th  of 
Marcli,  with  a  dtclnration  of  war.'  In  the  lirst  Wttle 
at  Guanaeaste,  on  the  20th  v(  >[arch,  the  Costa-Bicans 
were  the  rictore,  but  on  the  llch  of  April,  nt  KivaSr 
■Walter  held  tlio  field.  Tliis  victory  waB,  indeed,  followed, 
nt  lirijl,  by  a  en^jiongiou  of  ho^tilitiee,  hut  tliey  inigbt  be 
resumed  again  nt  any  moment,  and  Walker's  reeklesa 
course  towards  the  native  m&g;natc«  who  bad  grown  eome- 
wbat  unpleasant  to  bim,  u  woU  as  hi«  own  elevation  to 
the  presidency,  allowed  no  doubt  tlint  they  vonkl  !« 
renewed  witli  rwlonbled  ciierjjy,  tbo  moment  a  fresh 
nttempt  at  his  overthrow  eceined  to  have  any  prospect  of 
fincccss.  He  did  not  ijcnore  tliib  hiniKolf,  and,  therefore, 
made  a  move  from  whicli  he  cunlidently  expected  that  the 
game  wonld  bo  finally  decided  in  liis  favor. 

A  decree  of  lUe  22nd  of  September,  185G,  repealed  all  t!i© 
Inwfl  of  the  » Federal  Confetituent  Assembly"  and  of  the 
"Federal  Congress."  Nicaragua  thereby  bt-eame  again  a 
domain  of  slavery,  after  it  had  been  free  soil  for  32  yeiim; 
nnd  that  wns  tbe  main  object  of  tlie  decree.  Shortly  before 
tlie  close  of  his  short,  but  not  very  glorious,  adventorons 
career.  Walker,  in  n  rather  portly  volume,  told  the  v^rld 
the  story  of  the  rietng  nnd  setting  of  hie  &tar.  He  was 
certainty  no  fanatic  whose  eiiterprisea  had  their  origin  in 
enthusiastic  ideas  of  a  crntiade  for  the  snblime  institution 


'  See  Attiteler'8  Report  of  the  ITlh  of  March,  IK«,  w  M»rcy.    S«-n. 
I>nc .  19(  iiDil  ?nd  Seu^  34ib  CoasT-.  No.  OR,  p.  121. 


476        KUfSAS-NESEASKA   DILI   Tu   BCQUXXXS'S  ElSCTtOS. 

of  llie  soutliern  states.  Lot-e  of  adventure,  the  desire  to 
play  a  j^rent  wirt,  niiil  a  craving  fur  jiower,  were  hia 
motives.  Hut  from  tbat  story  it  apitean  tbat  tlie  reatunt- 
lion  of  slnvery  had,  from  tlie  first,  Wu  Jntendwl  liybini,* 
Hiul  it  i&  at  leect  nut  improbable  tliat  lie  u-it»  to  some  ex- 
tent, led  to  the  id«i  by  the  increasing  (lialotlgement  of  the 
«lav<)L*racy,  to  seek  tlio  snti^fHciion  of  liiif  peisonnl  ]ia»»ioii» 
in  tliis  wny.  He  certainly  recojjnized  tliat  the  slavtwmcy 
^ras  haM  |>rc«*ed"  and  on  that  fact  based  tliv  hope  ibftt  H 
would  tlirow  it«  weight  iuto  the  Male  for  hiia.  AHtethcr 
iintltT  other  cirt'nnistancea,  he  would  hare  wiiited  loiigrr, 
befoiv  unfurling  Wa  bminer,  cannot  be  deJlnitelv  eaid,  but 
he  tcH*  tid  very  clearly  that  he  wished  to  secure  ite  inter- 
vention by  the  decree  of  the  22Dd  of  September,  l^ecnii^e  Le 
feared  Uiat  without  it,  he  coold  not  maintain  bimieU!,* 

■  "  Bj  Uii*  aci  mu-Hi  ibe  Walker  ailmlnbirMioa  be  JudxnI.  Id  fiei 
Ike  wtsdom  or  rolljr  of  tliw  il>K-rM>  invtilvre  tl>p  wUiluin  iir  RiIIjp  of  the 
Amprkao  taoTenwiit  in  SirBrmguu;  fat,  on  tlir  rr-mal)Ii#Iimnoi  nf 
Afrknn  *la?«ry  ibcr«  depeml*  lb«  pernuiii«i)t  prmci>t«  or  ilw  wlitu 
ru:*  in  Ihni  r<>«iiia.  .  .  .  WitlKiiit  •aoh  Ubor  ax  th«  im>«  d«cr«e 
l^v*,  tb«  AurikaDB  cooU  1ibt«  pUyeil  no  oilier  part  lo  Craual 
America  thui  ibai  t>f  th«  prMutian  cuani  at  Kume.nrnf  Ili»  JantiarU-i 
of  the  eaal."    Th*  War  In  Xicaragiia.  p.  *56. 

*  *-Tu  areri  (be  iiivaaUia  wbirb  tlimtrot  tbf  lontb.  il  i»  oecMsary 
fnrbot  to  break  llinitigh  lbf<  iMrrier*  wklcb  now  surmiiiid  brr  (« 
rrifty  iHl«  axul  cany  ibe  war  b«nr««D  tk«  two  forina  (if  inUit  WjoeiJ 
her  own  limit*-"    lU..  p.  30). 

*  -Tbla  brlcgs  as  to  coosklM  Ui«  iImiv*  0>r  i^pinnVr  tS),  la  Ibft 
VfUlioB*  vrillttb«  ({at'tltaBor  ulati-Tv  in  (he   Vuiiril  i^lalc*^ 

"  At  tbr  tlm«  lb«  tl«cre«  wa&  fiiibthbcil  it  mat  Hear  Ilial  tbt>  AtnwU 
caB*  ia  Nicaragua  wuultL  bntvlltKl  on  to  ilefend  Ibem^tH  a^Iaat 
tba  forve*  of  four  allM  >Ule«.  Tbeir  catae  *>u  rif  bl.  aoil  JiM,  bdt 
it  ibca  appuimlto  toticb  ih*iiiii>#lTm(Milf.  Cp  loibatilna  ibarwaa 
no  Anwricaa  intwest  ii  ib^  ronnirjr  mv»  tbat  of  1b»  aruf  a*il  '4  Ihv 
Tnwil  Companjr:  b»oc«  It  tra»  expnllrai  bj  virae  po^iirr  art  tu 
bioil  ■■>  ibe cana* fDT wbicb  tbe  naiBralUMl   NEcir  >.-rv  cm 

iMtdlnf.  Kim*  Mrmig  and  powerful  laMfMi  ia  ibc  I  Tbr 

•!«re*  r».aHaWUfcl»K'l'  V  it  tle<-larv>l  ite  »..  ,  !i 

iliv  Auvcdcaua  propoar^ ,  - :  j;«  Ni^vafuaa  mc>i;  >  ru 


(men  S2xb. 
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Wliftt  vas  intended  hy  tlie  decrue  oT  llio  22nd  of  Sep* 
teraber  wafi  iimleratood  i>n  Unli  Bidea  ol'  Mason's  nnd 
I>i.\'on'6  line,  M-itlioiit  any  C'X])!!iiiHtion.  But  even  on  tlie 
elavocrntic  stdc,  thero  was  no  Inck  of  cciiniiientaries  wliiclt 
deserved  the  credit  of  th«  utmost  plainnosH. '  The  num- 
ber of  tliose  wbo  considered  it  not  only  iinnewesary  »nj 
nnn-ortliy  of  tliem  but  aUo  impolitic  to  cnrrv  ever  bo  thin 
a  niaek  iu  the  slavery  ipieetion,  incrCHSCd  etciidiljr'.  Walker 
Imd  nut  wielic-d  to  deceive  nnv  one  us  to  the  tuct  that  liift 
detTCe  \va*  an  aj»peal  to  tlie  slavocracv,  luid  the  more  cer- 
tain  thU  was,  the  more  surely  diti  be  think  ho  could  calcu- 
late that  the  npjieal  wonid  not  fall  on  deaf  cars.  And  if 
it  did  not  buve  the  expected  result,  itehonld  not,  ihereforu 
be  6aI<\  that  onlv  the  wi»h  vrs  father  to  the  thonght.  His 
BpeenlBtionB  were  l>y  no  means  haseles*.  As  early  as  the 
"28lh  of  April.  IHoCt,  (jnitman  had  announced  to  the  honse 
of  represeutaliveii  that  he  intended  to  intntdnee  a  hill 
relating  to  tho  neiitrRlity  Iiiwa  and,  on  the  fc-llowing  day, 
lie  explained  in  a  long  epcech  that  the  era  of  progrcsa 
^vhicli  tmdbe^iiu,  re<juired  n  nidical  change  of  thoee  laws 
bfoiufte  they  prevented  the  welfare  and  development  of 
the  country;'  he  referred  expressly  to  JSicnra^un  and 
declared  it  to  l)e  a  necee^ity  thiit  tho  United  States  should 


tti«  chAm|>1on«  of  IbA  ■aulliern  uaie*  aC  \bf.  UnluD  ta  tb«ennllict, 
truly  stvlfid  '  ItreprcMlblp.'  1)Kiw«en  free  uiil  Blkrclatior  TUe  iHiltcy 
of  lli«  act  Goiulcicil  in  iMlnttiiif  out  lo  tlio  Mautlicrn  Maim  tli»  onljr 
in«aus,  iliort  of  roToluiinn,  vliercby  lli^j  cut  preierve  ibelrpreseut 
Hcinl  i>r)[BDiznlli>n."     Ih.,  p.  'HiA. 

>  Sec  ihp  iiiiprp-^linf:  ifU^r  of  n  "  riiinen  »f  Nirnragni*'  in  De  Bowl 
Cummcrv.  It«<iew,  \XII.,  p.  W'  (f,  iu  wliicli  tL«  miillb  it,  Bod  "aot 
only  InilWuliinl*  but  vliilcV  siimrnimHl  m  liriDCHll  ik«lr  "niltiu- 
sindm  III  tlie  U'oik"  lo  siip|i»rt  Walkpr  vrltli  "  tneo  sod  luoapy."  for 
NicaragdA  wns  only  "  llic  firtl  piece  of  Menioo." 

^  Sc«>|>e<-i!illy  il)«  iDlrodiitnlon  to  die  sptecli,  CDDgr.  Otoli^  lit 
&»89,,  S4Ui  Ctnijir-,  App-,  p.  W. 


473 


KANSAS :NEBRA8KA    BUX   TO   BITCOAKAS  8   StSCTlOS. 


■obtain  control  of  the  ifitUmne.*     On   the   13tlt  of  il»}\ 
Kvans  of  Toxae  touk  up  tlic  llircnd  uf  Qnitinnn'sdiiiconrM;. 
In  tonej)  of  tlie  Iiighcst  inoral  iiKlij^atiun,  liu  dvmaitdeJ 
the  retirement  of  Marcj,  Lccaase  tlio  WfUker-UivoH  gov- 
«niineut  Iiad  not   hcKu  itnnieJiatulr  recogntzt-)).  anil  de- 
clnred  it  to  lie  an  impfrativo  diit^-  of  ooiijrresd  to  rf|>eal 
tlie  obnoxious  neutrality  laws  and  to  abulieli  itiein  furever.* 
^'either  (.'on;{re>8    iiur    tlie    administration    bad,    indwMl, 
agreed  to  enter  on  ttie  ruad  of  pro;fr^^^  n'iili  siieb  scveii- 
leagned  boot*,  but  it  cftBnot  be  «ud  on  that  acconnt,  that 
'Walker   shonid    bave    attached    no    i)n]>ortnncc    to   such 
denionstrationt;  of  a  few  liot^purs.       Tlint  tlio  exfcnsion 
of  biluve  territorjr  beyond  tlie  present  limits  of  tlio  Cnion 
was  a  necegsity,  wm  recognized  ftnd   frankly  avowed  bj 
ever  wider  circles  of  the  alavocracy.     J3iit  any  one  wUit 
entertained  that  view,  could  not  bnt  confiiUer  it  de>imbl« 
also  that  the  poaeibilitiea   credited   b,v  Walktrr  should  be 
tnrned  to  full  account  in  the  interest  of  the  Blavocnicy. 
OTcn  if  opinions  difl'ered  very  gi'mtly  as  to  how  iJiat  coaM 
beet  be  done  and  as  to  what  dilhcnlties  and  coni^ideraliuim 
opposed  it     And  Walker  could  catnulati!  on  warm  sym- 
pjitliy  not  from  a  large  part  of  the  itlavovrncy  aUmc.     The 
utliciaL  confesi^ion  of  faitli  v{  the  Democratic  party  rusted 
on  ttte  same  iKiais  aa    tlie    ducirinee   of   tlieso   liot»pur8. 
Althouf^h  many  northern  Democrats  did  not  luve  ihi^  naive 
conragc  of  Pugh  of  Ohio,  to    advocate    the    unro^trictod 
extension  of  slavery  within  the   prc*cnt  limits  of  the 
Union,  on  gronnd«  of  the  liigtic^t  political  wii^oin  and 
real  philanthropy;*  yet  the  Democratic  party  nnd«r#tooJ 
pi-ogrees  just  as  ilie  Quitniniife  and  Evanses  understood  it, 
;ii)d  differed  from  tbem  only  in  this  tlt&t  tliey  wonted  tlio 


l|t^.^«)0. 

*  lit.,  [1  «oi. 

•  lb..  II.  un. 
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tnefunro  to  be  such  tliRt  the  masses  iq  the  north  might  be 
nble  to  keep  step  with  it.  The  Cincinnati  platform 
rejoiced  that  tli«  pcKpteof  NiramguA  labored  so  energelic- 
ally  for  their  regeneration,  that  is  it  advocated  the  tlHbus- 
ter  policT  under  a  falee  ilcvice,  since  the  American  tilibu»- 
ters  were  tJie  motive  power  in  that  process  of  regeneration. 
This  resolution  was,  indeed,  adopted  before  Wnlker  had 
repealed  the  prghibition  of  sla^-ery.  But  why  sliould  the 
decree  of  the  22nd  of  Svpleutliu-r  determine  a  eliange  in 
the  position  uf  the  party  on  the  Nicaragua  question,  since 
it  had  pledged  itself  in  another  reeolution  to  insure  the 
utmost  exparisiun  of  filavery.i 

Notwitlutanding  thii^.  the  decree  was  exceedingly  nnwel- 
oomo  to  the  nortlicni  Democrats.  The  Nicaragua  resolu- 
tion and  the  resolution  relating  to  expansion,  wer«,  ec  tar 
as  they  were  concerned,  only  *  consequence  of  the  doctrine 
of  "  munifeat  dc»tiuy."  The  charm  which  that  vxprciisioti 
oxorciecd,  by  rvft&on  of  its  infinite  vagueness,  might  |ier- 
hape,  become  jiowerful  enough  to  drag  the  piN^ple  into  a 
^ddy  annexation  poliey.  even  if  the  ti-rritury  to  be  ati- 
ncxcil  should,  in  all  probHbility.  fnll  dooiicr  or  later  to  the 
lot  of  slavery.  But  uo  one  could  be  so  obtuse  as  to  sup> 
pose  that  annexations  tu  strengllien  slavery  could  be 
effected,  Af^er  the  issuing  of  the  decree  of  tlie  22iid  of 
September,  all  )>iip|M>rt  of  "Walker,  even  if  it  were  only  a 
moral  one,  appeitreil  ns  KUeh  »  strengthening  of  slavery, 
and  henee  the  decree  was  the  strongest  chock  that  could 
be  imposed  on  the  desire  for  annexation.  Bnt  it  was  not 
on  this  account  that  it  was  so  objectionable  to  the  north- 
ern Democrats,  liven  Young- America,  so  far  as  its  jKiliey 
wad  determiued  uhietly  )>y  the  imjrtitM*  I'or  an  extenslun  uf 
territory,  bad  never  contemplated  annexation  except  as  a 

"•Tliv  |i«r|;)«tuiitioo   and  expansion  of  slavetj  to  )u  nimosi  cs- 
iwcity." 
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poseiliility  in  a  very  indelinite  futnre.  nnd  Walker  lilmMlf 
M  well  US  tlie  nuliciil  slavocriic; — the  IiiLlcr  fur  iVH»una 
which  we  Khali  discufis  hereafter — *as^  at  the  time,  de*. 
cidcdiy  uppo-sed  to  it.  If  the  IJemocratic  pnrlr  hence- 
forth supiiorled  Widker  in  any  way,  it  would  therpby 
direcll_y  declare  iUtlf  a  pi-o-slax-ery  party  and  tlmi  would 
JuLve  been  cotiecioue  jkolilicul  euieide,  for  the  dejxirtinent 
of  its  sjienkers  and  pre«s  in  tho  north,  during  tlie  elec 
toml  cfttnpiiigii,  showed  plainly  enongh,  liow,  in  its  opinion, 
its  followers  looked  upon  the  growth  uf  the  popularity  of 
elovery.  In  tho  free  $tntc*,  tho  Democratic  party  eonld 
maintain  itself  oidy  by  uhidiii;;  hy  its  old  views,  tluit  ie, 
reprefteiiting  itself  in  theory  us  u  decided  opporirnt  of 
slavery  and  having  ita  pntcticnl  Aorriceab]ene«»  Ut  itiavery 
on  the  alleged  oonatilutiomil  inouuipetency  of  oou|fret>5  in 
rcfipect  to  it,  and  on  the  principle,  iaisser  alter.  Hut  the 
slnrocrocy  could  no  luii^r  he  natiiitiud  with  thie,  although 
ei'en  with  regard  to  the  eonth,  tJie  allegation  was  by  »o 
iiieaiifl  warranted,  that  slavery  was  growing  more  popiitnr. 
Tlie  ulavocnicy  WHS  ointinimlly  urged  •forward  mon^  and 
more,  hj  the  development  of  nctnnl  circnmfitnncea.  und 
the  meiisure  of  itt;  (lemniidti  wns  slill  determined  not  t*t 
much  liy  how  strong  !t  coiisidenKl  itself  a£  hy  how  weak 
it  recognized  it  wae.  Through  the  hiGtory  of  the  last 
years,  it  rapidly  became  clearer,  especially  amoDf;  thfr 
radicals,  that  tho  forces  which  they  were  stni(;gUng  ii^rninet 
were  t<Ki  powerful,  bet-nnsc  im  vlfui-tiial  defeobe  i-<i(itd  bo 
made  only  by  continually  acting  on  tho  oSeueive,  uid 
everjMflfvneive  blowwmld  not  hut  Ijc  attended  by  an  ex- 
tending and  dc«j[n*iiingof  the  interual  con  trad  ictiun  which 
elcvery  had  intrudnretl,  not  only  into  the  political  life  of 
lite  Union,  bnt  into  all  tlie  rchitions-  of  life  nnd  the  entire 
ihonght  and  feeling  i-f  the  tlavo  stntc£.  No  niulerlal 
idiangu  had  tnken  place  in  recent  ye&rt  in  their  own  usti* 
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'mate  of  sluvery.  tinl  tli«  1>itter  earneetneu  and  inciviMng 
Eiicoeg.6  with  wlik'li  llicir  opponente  Wj^ri  to  luhor  fur  the 
assertion  of  tlieir  views,  Uiul  convinced  iliom  of  tlio 
necessity  of  biHNting  titu  bonde  in  wliich  tlio  slavocrnc-y 
was  lield  I>y  tlint  interna]  contriuliction;  tlmt  i«  to  ilriiw 
the  nitiniate  ooi)iieqnence»  from  th«ir  premise,  and  to 
strive  with  reckless  resolution  for  tbcir  realization. 

As  eflrl^'  as  1^31,  M.  U.  H.  Gurnett,  n  e«ce&«iotiist  Fire- 
Kater  of  Virginiu,  confessed  in  a  letter  to  another  sontliern 
nidiMil,  tliat  rt'Al  doinocracj  and  filaverj  were  irreuon- 
cilahlf,  nnd  raiecil  the  tine!?tion,  what  the  sonth  had  to 
exjiccl  since,  It-uving  slarcry  out  of  tfie  r^tic»tion,  deinocrucjT 
wit»  undeiiiHhly  both  in  thcorjr  and  pi-HCticc  steadily  AC- 
(jiiiring  compleic  control.'  The  Cliiirlcslon  Mercury 
now  (A)iril  1,  185R)  drew  tlie  ri^hieuncliisiorKifrviiii  ihvtti 
felateiiienta  of  Oaniett.  Since,  it  said,  north  and  south 
were  so  alike  in  every  particular,  it  vas  not  possible  that 
^uiciftl  or^niuitintiA  t,u  upnubt-d  to  i^ach  other  as  thueo 
determined  by  slavery  and  free  labor  replied i*cly,  eonid 
conduce  in  equal  measuro  to  iiatiotml  wclltire;  Iicncc,  it 
concluded,  tlio  south  had  to  declare  its  own  system  tbo 
best,  and  to  attack  the  social  orjranisation  of  the  free 
ftates  as  eaei*geticslly  us  the  nuttli  did  that  uf  tlie  sontli. 
And  this  was  acconJiti^dy  done  in  a  manner  wliich  boidered 
on  madness."     The  assertion  was    alrcadv  made  that  the 


'  Tlw  Idler  ia  (JkioI  Mny  .1,  IfWI.  nml  ailtlreswil  to  Win.  IT.  Trrtcott. 
I  L>T«  rnrj^riiten  to  note  where  1  foaiiil  it, 

'  Tbe  HulMzwcec  IlrnM,  AJa.,  vrilcs:  "  Free  Society- )  w«  slckeo  of 
Ui«  name.  Wlial  Js  il  but  n  rnnglnnicrniion  oi  isn^wy  in^Uuilut 
flilby  operallvea,  ecialtamed  rnniter*.  Hnd  moimsiriitli.  tli«>r1»l9T  All 
the  Dottbcra.  nod  tapiTcially  Ibc  NVw  KdiiIbikI  ntnic*,  mre  dcroiJ  of 
HKieiy  i^ireit  for  Ibe  irell.lired  gpntleuiiui.  Ttip  prpvalllng  cla»9  nnfr 
iDPoU  with  i«  tlinior  mM^liniiirM  oiriip^ling  lo  bo  g«>nl»el,  nnd  miall 
tbnaen  whodo  Iheir  own  dnidfcry;  nod  ypl  wbo  are  bardlylllfvr 
oMtvUiion  wttli  »  Miiilljern  gentleaiBn'i  budy-Mrvoot."  Tbe  Intte- 
;«Mrfc«/.  S*in.  M,  1838. 
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tte^nerating  north  would  cvontunlly  not  be  nUe  tu  Lo1]> 
inft>ing  sliivea  of  its  white  n-..rkiiipn. '  Cftllionn,  the  princa 
of  iliE;  apostlas  of  Die  gi>spc1of  slavery,  was  tlitu  ile^nt^liMl 
to  the  runk  of  iiii  old  fojcy,  entirely  nnder  the  intliictice  of 
niUTow  prcjiifiices.  Gettei-al  as  the  formulation  of  Uts 
aIlcgiitioii$  fi-cijneiitly  wus,  he  had  in  imiiJ,  wlicii  Lb  »[>oku 
of  tlic  pMsent,  only  negro  slavery,  for  the  Luusis  ol"  Uia 
entire  rcufouing  was  diHcrcnco  of  ram*,  thut  is  Uie  prin- 
ci])le  tbat  niitiiru  had  made  ttlnvery  tliir  only  ri'latiun  in 
which  Cuucat^iii[iB  and  n^roea  could  coutinue  aide  by 
side.  Now,  on  the  conlrnry,  people  began  to  rleelore  that 
the  iuatltulion  of  skvery  was  one  of  the  cuuOitlona  ure> 
cedent  of  n  he<i1(hy  and  free  nntional  life. 

It  c»n  HTsrcely  be  doubted,  that  tlioM  who  maiJe  tl)e»e 
assertions  did  not  iheniselTeB  liolierc  vrlmt  they  said.  It 
dous  not,  however,  follow  from  tliii>  ilmt  they  only  found 
ple:isiiro  in  vexing  and  emhittering  their  opponents  by 
iiueh  piiriuloxt*a  or  only  ni^littd  hy  them  to  Kpiir  on  and 
inilame  tlie  more  tnodcnite  in  their  owm  cnmp.  Slavery 
M-a6  no  longer  to  be  recognized  and  designated  as  a  '*  pccn- 
liar  institution  "  of  the  aontheni  Btate».  Tliat  it  vna  im- 
po&eiWe  and  would  remain  forever  iinpofieilde  to  iutrwluec 
Klnvcry  in  any  form  into  ttio  free  etatee,  tin;  nlavocmtie 
rnnaticiA  wx-rc  jtittt  aa  clear  as  tlieir  abolitionist  antipodes. 
Tlicy  inuistbrmed  the  Cnlhoun  principle,  that  negro  ular. 
t-ry  wad  a  positive  good  into  the  principle  of  tlic  nece**!^ 


)  "!?lHVfr>'  iititii'  niiiiirni  and  noniuU  condilluii  of  iht>  IntNirln^;  mui, 
whether  n-hii»  m  lilack.  Tbit  gr»At  «vtl  or  lb*  nonk»rii  fn-*  a'Wivljr 
ia,  Ihnl  it  ii  bunlniHl  with  n  iriTilv  class  i>l'  nuwhuiictf  lOcl  luliurwtv, 
unStror  aelf-iEvvu-jimeot.  aad  yet  clotb«d  villi  tb«  sttrlbutm  nimI 
IKtwcfs  oT  G[tlt«i)«.  Mail«r  an<l  tlnTi.*  U  n  iwlaiKm  in  eoclei;  •» 
ataotmry  u  iliu  of  parral  nnJ  cbiUI-,  oad  Qonltprn  atatm  will 
ftt  hnvfl  to  iutrndiwc  It.  Tiirlf  llii^nrjr  ol' ftvc  giivi-niniputlft  ■  dnlu- 
tioo.'*  Copi^  tit  ilii'  In^fpfiidtDt  rron  a  Sviilli  Cardina  t^l*tr  lit* 
auat  of  whii-b  isaoi  giveo. 
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of  elavcrj,  tlmt  tliey  might  be  aUe  to  fiubstittite  for  tbe 
sectioiial  inBtitiiliuii,  a  tiHtioiial  prinviple,  snil  to  infer 
fmiii  it  tlmt  tJiQ  further  extc-imiun  of  elaverv  wns  not  only  ;i 
riplit  vf  the  soutli  dediiciblu  frutn  tlie  principle  of  *^  ttaio 
e(|ti)ilitj)'."  bni  aUu  a  tiiktriolii-  diily.<  It  wiw  not  true  that 
tbe  MUtii  fcaivtl  an  uncoii^litiitioiial  attack  upon  Bl&%'cry 
m  the  BtfltcB  l^  the  KcpiiblicJinK  epitc  of  ihoir  cmpb&tio 
Msunuices,  bat  the  rnioii  waa  to  be  severvd  the  day  on 
which  the  R«pnbltcnns  came  into  power,  because  the  radi- 
cal elavocracy  bud  become  convinced  that,  ae  the  Kiuh- 
moiid  Euquircr  Mid,  the  cxteufiion  of  tlie  domaia  of 
fi]avery  miiBt  be  the  nitiinatnni  of  the  euiitb.' 

liut  oven  tliat  was    not    its    linnl  aim.      Nothing  was 
gained  by  the  right  and  the  patriotic  duty  to  extend  the 


ITbe  N«wOrlMn»  D*Ua  vriion:  "SUTcfy  i*  nuiioDiil  «od  Dot  wi- 
itoaal.  .  .  .  We  declare  ilint  slavery  l»Dai  only  nittional,  oToriKin 
and  of  riglit.  bui  il  n  ouvntial  to  K^jiublicnn  nalioualUjr.  But  r»r 
•tavcT^',  RepublivaoiMH  would  linto  luojcsince  bwome  a  talft  la  ihe 
UdIimI  dlnlM.  .  .  .  Mmlrro  IV(>«  toclBt;.  u  ul  present  orguu)ic«i:I. 
it  rati  leal  I5  wrong  and  roiiea.  It  U  *elf.(le«tre^-i»j^,  awl  cub  m-vpf 
pxlet  linppity  ukI  DorDinlly  imlil  it  is  qnuUflcd  \>y  ilio  iatrmtucllon  of 
vunie  I>[lDclpl«  equkaleDl  In  etT«ci  10  tbe  imitiruilon  ur  Nuutliiru 
ii«gin  MlMvor}-.  .  .  .  Id  lti«  noriliorn  KtaiM,  rr»eenci«t]rliuT>r<iv«d 
K  f«!lurc.  Il  la  rotl«o  Id  the  core.  .  .  .  Nejn^  iilav«iy,  iti«fn,  ia 
On  conunrniiro  vlfinent  of  lli>|iiitjlicAQi»in.  nod  the  finuMt  ImuIi  of 
•ncl«(y  in  tl)««0  Unii»<l  Staler.  TliU  iruili  ili«  ikiaklag  meo  of  ih« 
north  r^vo^izc  at  tlii*  mutueiit.  .  .  .  '^udi  Iwing  ilie  oocial  and 
]H>llUi?a)  value  of  slavery.  Id  diffusion  and  exieaalon  are  of  lli«  tintt 
imporUuic«,  and  notliiag,  at  llic  pr«(cat  tlmo,  vtmuld  mora  dmtIj-  !d- 
teren  Iha  wise  pbllanUiroptat  and  tbe  pairloiSc  »ialeanum  tlmn  t» 
d«viM  maasnrpn  to  ullV-rt  i1im«  alijoctit — in  ri>(t(iro  rUr^rj  10  Jti 
•iriRtoal  DntioDftl  clittntcter,  xtid  mtike  it  an  object  of  political  solicl- 
tnil9.  W«rannoi  avuii]  Imikiiit  wiih  Jvaloimy  mid  lutpiclon  upon 
any  political  combiaallon  in  lliesouib  wlilcb  iloei  nnt  flatly  coinmtt 
llMlf  I«  tlir>i9  "ieWH,  albeit  do  l«aa  u  jK-raoaase  tlion  Mr.  Drcckiiir!d];e 
nf  Kentucky,  gare  biiaolenui  aauctloQ  10  ibeir  n«^lioD."  Tlie  N.  V. 
7Vrt«jg<,  Oct.  S«,  I83«. 

*  Jan.  nrd.  The  article  Innra  llio  siipericHplIoi]:  "Tbe  Kxienalon 
<i|  Slavery  the  Policy  ot  tbo  Souib." 
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doinsin  of  elnvcryi  tlic  practicnl  possibility  of  cxt«ndinjf 
it  tirul  to  be  gained,  nnJ  that  couUl  be  done  only  provided 
n  fnrthcr  conscqnenco  ww  drawn  from  the  two  principles, 
tlint  slavery  was  "  the  beet  system,"  and  tliat  it  vu  a 
''national  principle.'' 

The  struggle  I'vr  Kaiisns  liad  made  one  tact  clear,  a  fact 
%vliich  furuisliecl  a  simply  unastMiilabio  proof  that  tlio 
^Invocracy  could  no  longer  artificially  tnaintnin  tlie  polItl> 
cnl  eqnilibriam  between  tlic  two  sections,  by  the  inetfua 
hitherto  so  gncee^sliilly  eniployerl.  The  radicals  bad 
recognized  thift  and  had  drawn  llie  ri|rht  conclii^loQ  fh>m 
it.  "Wo  nrp  losing  KsTisaB.  Buid  the  Charleston  Standanl 
{October  21,  IS66),  liecniise  we  lue  linking  in  popnlatiott,* 
ami  Lcnce  the  experience  we  are  now  going  through, 
will  be  cuntiniialty  rejieated  in  the  future.  Decides  we 
arc  not  altio  to  Bend  out  cither  while  workmen  or  elaves 
in  order  to  compete  for  the  newly  opened  conntrj-,  withonl 
lueanacinf;  and  injuring  the  cause  for  which  we  are  strng- 
gltng,  for  we  niiut  expect  that  the  former  will  be  deter- 
mined by  their  intcrcate  to  turn  ngainst  tis,  and  tlie  losa 
of  the  latter  wontd  shake  the  Boctal  stnictnre  uf  the  alare 
Atiitesi.  Hence  the  only  altcruativo  we  have  is  to  allovr 
lixril  limits  to  be  set  to  alavc  territory,  or  to  procure  n 
snttirient  numhur  of  »luvea  fur  ourselveii,  which  can  bv 
done  only  by  reo]ieninj;  the  slave  trade." 

Xol  the  growing  popularity  of  elavery.  but  this  eool 
Hiid  sober  reasoning,  which  wae  direct  evidence  of  the  fact 


■  "We  bnd  not  «ii»ugli  men,  for  the  onliDary  nSicee  of  labor,  lad  It 
rcquiied  forrc  li>  M>n(l  thnin  out" 

*  "Od^  (>irnrl  uiiglii  bo  Kuccmcful,  bui  u1b»n  idubI  occur  psqitlu. 
ally,  and  coDnlralntil  to  elect  twlweon  power  In  cougr^M  or  paM'«r  la 
llieMBiM;  between  Boctal  sircn^h  or  pnllticul  oiieD&lon.  our  •pncu- 
liUfliu  turned  flliroad.  and  Ibe  uilDili  of  men  wpri^  foirtuj  lo  i-itmie 
between  llit^  altcmiilivea  of  'cUcuuii«(tplioii  or  liir  u]«ia  liaile.*  " 


THR  ArRlOAH  m..\Tt  TRAne. 
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that  the  alnx'ocwcy  no  longer  felt*  safe  in  its  own  home, 
had  led  to  the  renewal  of  the  diecn«*ion  of  Ibe  reM[>eniitj; 
«f  the  African  slave  trade.  Hence  this  iUeu  hiut  to  he 
taken  tut  ficriuiislj  as  thedoetritiea  of  non-ititer^'etitioti  and 
litate  e(|QalitY<  for  the  reasoning  wtts  irrefiitiihle.  Ths 
maintenance  of  tlie  doiuinaiit  inflnence  of  tlie  eHavocracy 
in  the  Union,  tlie  continuation  of  it«  ah^ute  supreiiiacy 
in  the  elave  states  and  the  injuring  of  the  safe  existence 
of  slavery  were  each  conditioned  hy  the  oilier  to  such  an 
■extent  that  the  elavocracv  looked  upon  them  as  identical. 
Its  dominant  influence  in  the  Union  was  permanently 
broken,  if  in  the  -teniito  an  vrell  as  in  tha  hon»c  of  renre- 
«entativo6,  the  relative  vote  of  the  two  sec'lions  vrna  chnntred 
more  and  more  in  fivor  of  the  north.  This  could  not  bnl 
happen,  if  the  aggregate  population  of  the  south  w-ae  not 
largo  enoujjh  to  conijwto  sncceBsfiiily  with  the  tree  elates 
in  thv  settlement  of  the  territories,  if  no  reliance  coiiM 
he  placed  on  tlic  settlers  from  the  slave  states  who  n'ero 
not  tticinsclvcfi  filavc  owners,  and  if  the  nalnral  increase 
•of  the  slave  pupuliition  scarculy  siiffice<i  to  preserve,  for 
the  hhive  stalcK,  their  specific  character,  so  far  that  the 
actual  conflict  of  interests  Itetwevn  the  minority  of  the 
sIuveholderK  and  themu»s  of  the  while  jKipnlatinn  tinjrht  not 
beconu"  sulliciently  iijijAi-ent  to  truri^t'onn  the  latter  fmiii 
blind  vassals  into  an  over-puwerfnl  opposition.     In   other 


'"Willie  slRTea  Axun  abroad  tinve  ti^vn  kn|it  oiil,  wliitot  Tt'nn 
■broad  liHVQ  htm  forced  in,  and  filling  ih*^  rtnnds  or  ^mployoiMii. 
opeu  ftt'tu  tb«  hii»ibl«t  labtfi  I"  llie  lii^btut  vltkvs  of  direcliun.  iLc>' 
liavo  lipvn  in  Hip  way  of  pii>liiDi^  ilnrvrj  out,  .  .  .  Wtiile  lUe 
aoaih  bccnnies  Hirenj^heneJ,  tltero  Ih  on  incr^asa  n[  tirt^Dglli  to  'hla 
peculiar  iVniurc  vf  our  •»civly:  rri-r  InWr.  in  <->inii>rll(lun  willi  tliire 
Ubor.  to  U»cea»arllj'  i.-uni«rvatlre  of  It*  owa  }i«cullar  ini«r»«U,  unit  It 
tuis*ft*ni4Ml  pouibl«,  ihfiTcfiirp,  Otnl  tlia  farruBM  nf  our  «nBMiiniioD 
may  beileiproilupd  bv  a  clasa  wlin  liars  no  dlimM  auO  I«ghliuaie 
«ouD«cr!uu  wiib  it."    loc-  elL 
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■words:  although  the  south  had  thus  far  kept  the  legislative 
power  in  its  service,  and  liad  carried  through  all  its 
demands,  and  had  Iiad  the  federal  execntive  bo  completely 
at  its  disin)sai  that  it  would  have  preferred  to  leave  Pierce 
four  years  more  in  the  White  House,  and  although  its 
volunteer  hosts  had  striven  for  Kansas  with  the  energy  of 
the  fanaticism  which  saw  a  merit  in  common  crime  and 
even  in  murder,  still  it  felt  it  escape  its  iron  grip,  because 
an  extension  of  slavery  could  be  eft'ected  not  by  partisans 
of  slavery  but  only  by  slaves,  and  the  south  had,  after  the 
passage  of  the  Kansas- Nebraska  bill,  no  slaves  to  supply 
for  that  purpose.  Hence  there  was  only  one  means  of  sal- 
vation for  the  slavocraey — the  rapid  artilicial  increase  of  the 
slave  population,  by  the  reintroduetion  of  the  African 
elave  trade;  and  because  the  latter  was  the  only  means  of 
salvation,  the  number  of  those  rapidly  increased  who  drew 
from  the  premises  admitted  by  thewhole  soutli,  the  last  logi- 
cal consequence  and  said:  since  slavery  is  apositive good  both 
for  the  ne-iroes  and  for  the  whites  and  is  in  harmonv  with 
the  will  of  God  as  revealed  in  the  Bible,  our  ancestdrs 
erred  when  tliey  prohibited  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
declared  it  to  be  a  crime  deserving  of  death,  jnst  as  thev 
erred  when  they  declared  slavery  a  curse  and  excused  its 
continuance,  instead  of  not  only  justifying  it  and  assertin;; 
its  unliindered  extension  as  an  unassailable  right,  bnt 
promoting  it  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  people. 

The  Charleston  Standard  recalled,  in  the  article  above 
cited,  that  ttie  Richmond  Enquirer  and  the  Charleston 
Mercury  were  the  only  papers  which  had  ventured  to 
agree  in  its  view,  when,  nearly  three  years  before,  it  first 
iidvocated  tlie  reintroduetion  of  the  Africm  slave  trade. 
Even  now  tliere  were  not  many  so  completely  convinced 
lis  to  adopt  the  new  programme  openly  and  unreservedly, 
but  the  thunder  of  moral  indignation  which  should  have 
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silcuced  the  Jbolhardjr  in  tlie  Ifeginiiing  rolled  even  now 
perce[jt.ibir  weaker.  £Jir8  lind  bt^couitt  nccuBtotiiuil  to  tbe 
vrui'd  which  for  two  generations  had  borne  an  infanioita 
cUai-acter  in  the  soutli  as  well  as  in  the  north.  Dr. 
McGinsej  of  Ijonislniia  was  not  cried  down,  when,  a^  early 
Rfi  in  1855,  he  introdiic-ed  a  formal  motion  into  the  son  them 
commercial  convention  at  New  Urlenns,  that  the  repre- 
EientittiveK  of  the  t>ontheni  Mtatea  In  con*ri'C!>s  (thniiM  Ik; 
strongly  reconi  mended  to  work  for  the  repeal  of  all  Inws 
which  6tt)ud  in 'the  way  of  the  im|K)rtntion  of  einves;  bnt 
tbe  resolution  was  relorred  to  the  general  committee.' 
P&.'ple  listened  attentively  and  reflected,  when  J.  A-  Lyles, 
o(  l>outh  Carolinu,  elaimud  ihnt  the  chief  cause  of  the 
oiittlankiug  of  the  south  by  the  north,  was  the  prohibition 
of  i-lave  importatinti  ^iiiec  the  yeiir  ISOS.*  It  is  true 
thai  those  who  were  half  won  over,  complained  most  that 
tlic  discussion  uf  the  (jucHtion  watt  not  put  a  etop  to.  lit 
leafit  during  the  electoral  cain]i»ign;  but,  on  tiie  other 
band,  many  who  ithndden?d  at  the  idea  n«  if  a  fnghlful 
i^pcctre  stood  before  their  pyv6,  were  no  longer  able  to  dis- 
miss the  ai^uineutfi  which  Inid  conjured  it  up,  and,  »pito 
of  the  protects  of  the  heart,  lhe$e  argnments  made  their 
way  deeper  and  deei^vr  into  tbe  brain.  An  appeal  to  tbe 
piiSBions  by  tieroe,  jirovoking  declaniotione  in  respect  to 
this  qnestion,  wonki  have  been  not  simply  futile;  it  would 
have  operated  as  an  emphatic  admonition  to  moderation; 
but  a  cool  reference  to  the  nnanswerable  logic  of  facte  was 
like  the  look  of  the  eorpcnt  which  with  demoniacal  power 
oom}>cU  the  terrilicd  bini  to  lltittcr  into  the  jaws  of  its 
purAncr.  If  our  form  of  t>rK:iety  ia  to  remain  a  steadily 
flowing  &tream  and  nol  lo  become  a  ^ta^rnont  pool  among 


>  8*e  ihfl  wording  or  Ihe  tmolution.    Dt  Don,  Commmiat  Metiam, 
XVIM..  p.flW. 

*  Ik.  XXI..  p.  i;a 
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the  otlier  living  vnter^  the  source  from  which  it  ipnmg^ 
nn<l  from  which  iilone  it  cni)  ba  feil,  in  acconlHiioe  irith  die 
conditions  of  its  life,  must  he  opened  itgnin:  thus  th& 
CIiArleeton  Sturuianl  cloatid  its  nr^iimt'nt,  and  it  ctitilJ  not 
tc  refuted,  ao  long  as  the  law  of  cause  mid  effect  had  not 
beeD  baniehcd  froai  the  vorld.) 

Four  yeare  ago,  the  Wiiiga  and  Deniocrnle  hiid  plt-dge"! 
tlieiQBelve&  to  the  litiality  of  tlie  comproiuiHo  of  lb5U,  lUid 
now  oTer  1,384,000  rotes  lind  been  cast  for  the  Iic]iuhlic»u 
candidntea  l}ut  if  the  popularity  of  Blaverv  continned  to- 
grow  at  such  a  rate,  what  did  the  most  radical  intend  hy 
the  whole  disriission  of  tliis  qnestioni  The  Xow  Orleans. 
lielta,  indeed,  elaimed  tliat  the  largest  deinuiid,  if  onlv 
Imldtj  made,  could  he  uhlnined  inoi'e  ejisily  from  the  nortli 
than  the  sinnllei^t,  if  made  wttli  faiuuheartednestt;  mid 
hence  tliat  nulhing  could  be  lo&t  by  making  Ote  experi- 
ment.' But  this  waB  mere  phaiu-Dghting.  The  I)*ltar 
knew  that,  in  tlie  free  states,  not  a  monlh  wytild  l^  op«ncd 
tor  the  jirvaervntion  of  the  Uuion,  if  it  waA  h)  l>e  )inrcha»ctl 
at  that  price,  as  well  as  the  Richmond  £injuirer  knew 
huw  far  Buchanan^a  election  really  wae  a  proof  of  the 
growing  poniiliirity  of  ^liivcry.  But  all  the  proofs  of  the 
ahsolule  nece«aily  of  tlie  reopening  of  the  African  slave 
trade  were  not.  on  this  account,  idle  samplefl  of  diaJectie 
acuiucu  or  jonrtialiRtic  aeiiKations.  Tlie  geiith-men  who 
advopated  this  idiw  were  t'nily  conseiouR  tliat  iJiey  dealt  a 
further  blow  at  the  tottering  ])<ni)oeratic  party  with  wIimo 


■  e««  kIki  t1i«  artictM  of  tbe  S3di],  Qtlh,  Setli,  3Tlb  uid  fiOUi  of  Ooto- 
ber.  li^MI. 

>  '■  Bui  ib#  nonh  would  n«v«r  coownt  io  thit;  they  would  dlMotT* 
Ibr  Union  rutli«rtltiui  (;nu)1lt,«af  tli^crcMklngicnpncllcnUe*.  G«itll»- 
mea,  >'oii  ilouoi  konw  ilie  aorlb,  oraculiir  as  joo  look  when  duhiotialji 
ebalcing  your  ]ii>uil*.  Il  wniilil  nnl  oppo*n  uiy  nmr*  liltli>i)y  •  Itrge 
tl«iiiaa<1  lik?  llii»,  bal'lly  fii«<l<-, titnn  ilio  ■imnll^'Mritir  r»iiilly  and  t>olltHy 
tirKcil-    Try  iL    Ttieio  la  uollilaj;  to  lo3«  hj  ilie  CA{iviinicni.'* 
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Biipremacj  tbe  supremacy  of  the  slavocrncjr  stood  or  fell, 
li^'  every  article  thejr  wrole,  and  tliey  wrote  their  article* 
in  Hpite  of  thi»  and,  in  part  even  l>ecause  of  this.  Ksnatics 
tlifjr  were  if  faoHticB  there  ever  were,  but  if  the  Blarocmcy 
chefiitlied  illnKionii,  tlieoe  illiisioni;  uem  to  l>e  sought  for 
not  among  tlio  rndirailK  1>iit  among  llie  moderate.  That  it 
WHS  irrevociiltly  over  with  the  dominiuit  po»itton  of  the 
etav'ocracy  in  the  Uiiiui),  unless  new  life  was  infti&ed  into 
it  by  unlimited  importation  of  elaveii,  was  to  tliem  aB 
imaHailable  a  fact,  as  that  conf;rese  wonid  never  repeal  tho 
prohibition  of  elave  importation.  IJat  from  theee  two 
facta,  it  followed  diroctly  that  the  remaining-  of  the  Bonlh, 
in  the  Union  liail  Wcomo  an  im|x>8«iliility,  if  the  conree 
of  tbe  slave  stntcs  was  hencefortJi  to  be  determined  solely 
by  the  ^Invocrary  ae  it  hiid  l»ccn  dctorniinvd  by  it  hitherto. 
Hence  the  Charleston  Standard  afterwanls  Kulietitnted  for 
llie  alternntive,  circuinscriptiun  of  ulavery  or  slave  impor- 
tation, of  wbicb  it  had  spoken  nt  first,  the  alternative, 
•' slave  importation  or  iligsolnlion  of  tbe  Union,**  and 
hence  the  New  Orleans  Delta  wXAetX  to  the  demand  that 
the  experiment  should  be  tried,  the  declaration  that  it» 
failure  would  be  another  proof  how  much  preferable  a 
eouthern  confederacy  would  be  tu  the  Union. 

This  was  the  kernel  of  truth  whicJi  lay  in  the  allegation 
uf  the  growing  popularity  of  slavery.  What  even  a  Cal- 
honn  had  not  v«ntnrcd  to  think  of,  wm*  now  laliorc*]  for, 
with  the  most  terrible  earnestness,  by  the  extreme  left  of 
the  slavocracy,  because,  taught  by  events,  it  had  come  to 
recogni!»  that  the  power  of  facts  had  made  a  standHtill  nn 
the  road  which  tho  south  had  gone,  since  tlic  invention  of 
the  cotton-gin,  an  imjmspibility.  But  it  labored  for  it  not 
in  tlie  bo[»e  of  being  able  to  earrj*  it,  but  only  tu  open  Ibo 
eyes  of  the  slavucmoy  to  the  fact  that  it  bad  a  o! mice  only 
li«twe«n  eubniilting  to  its  fate  and  the  ili^sohition  of  the 
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Union.  Buebanan  had  been  elected  on  the  basis  of  a 
programme  in  which  the  Democratic  party  had,  more 
recklessly  than  ever  before,  pledged  itself  to  the  slavocracy, 
but  the  declaration  of  the  Itepublicane  that  the  era  of  com- 
promises was  forever  closed,  was  answered  from  the  eontli 
by  the  declaration  that  the  time  when  the  continuaoce  of 
the  slave  states  in  the  Union  could  be  purchased  by  con- 
ceeaions,  was  forever  past.  At  the  same  time,  the  extreme 
radicals  of  the  south  entirely  disregarded  the  constitution; 
they  had  become  unconditional  secessionists,  because  they 
stood  exclusively  on  the  ground  of  facts.  But  the  Fill- 
moreites  who  convulsively  cloaed  their  eyes  against  the 
facte  and  would  hear  only  of  the  constitution,  but  could 
not  tell  themselves  or  others  what,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution, had  to  be  done  in  relation  to  the  slavery 
question,  and  who,  therefore,  had  no  programme  but  to 
cry  for  peace  where  there  could  be  no  peace,  were  used 
as  bnffeters  between  the  two  colliding  opposing  forces. 

Verily,  signs  and  wonders  would  have  to  be  seen,  if  t/iis 
Union — the  Union  under  the  constitution  of  1789 — was 
to  outlast  another  presidential  election. 


